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CHAPTER  I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

I  HAVE  been  for  several  years  considering,  from  time  to  time,  the 
propriety  of  recording  some  of  the  events  of  my  public  life ;  and  so 
long  ago  as   the  year  1868,  when  Governor  of  British   Guiana,  I 
commenced   such  a   work  after  the  perusal  of  a  biographical  sketch 
of  myself,  written  by  the  late  Mr.  Fennings  Taylor,  in  his  "  Portraits 
of  British-Americans."     I  had  shortly  before  had  an  opportunity  of 
reading  some  "Biographical  Notes"  written  by  my  revered  father 
for  the  information  of  his  fomily,  and  I  was  struck  by  a  remark  of 
his  that  "  it  was  a  matter  of  great  interest,  that  a  public  man  should 
explain  the  influences,  under  which  he  had  acted,  and  thus  assist 
others  to  judge  of  his  conduct."     I  have  been  stimulated  to  undertake 
my  present  contribution  to  Canadian  literature  by  the  publication  of 
biographical  notices  of  several   of  my  contemporaries,  and  by  my 
conviction  that  it  is  desirable,  when  it  is  possible,  that  such  notices 
should    be    published    during    the    life  of    the    narrator.      Before 
commencing,  what  I  have  thought  it  convenient  to  designate  the 
"  Reminiscences  of  my  Public  Life,"  it  seems  consistent  with  usage 
that  I  should  preface  them  by  some  account  of  the  author's  previous 
life,  and  of  the  circumstances,  which  led  to  his  settling  in  Canada. 
I  was  born  on  the  14th  of  December,  1807,  the  very  year  in  which 
the  Royal  Cork  Institution  was  founded  by  my  father.     When  at  the 
advanced  age  of  nearly  90,  and  very  shortly  before  his  death,  my 
father  had  the  gratification  of  receiving  from  the  managers  of  that 
institution  an  address,  which,  with  the  reply,  I  shall  take  the  present 
opportunity  of  publishing,  and  I  shall  add  a  few  extracts  from  my 
father's  unpublished  autobiography,  which  will   sufficiently  explain 
the  principles,  by  which  I  was  guided  in  early  life,  and  to  which  I 
have  endeavoured  steadfastly  to  adhere. 
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ADDRESS   FROM  THE  MANAGERS  Ol'    IlIK    ROVAL  CORK   INSTITUTION. 

TO  Tllli  REVKREND  THOMAS  DIX   IIINCKS,  LL.I).  :— 

Venkraislk  Sir, — The  Managers  of  the  Royal  Cork  Institution, 
ujjon  entering  on  this  the  50th  year  of  their  incorporated  existence, 
gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  auspicious  occasion,  to  express  to  you 
the  esteem  and  respect  with  which  they  regard  the  VeriCrable  founder 
of  the  institution.  It  is  to  them,  as  it  must  he  to  the  'arge  circle  of 
friends,  who  know  and  appreciate  your  work,  a  source  of  deep 
gratification  that  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  events  to 
/ouchsafe  to  you  a  length  of  years  which  has  enabled  you  to  witness 
the  realization  of  the  labours  of  your  early  life  for  promoting  popular 
instruction  in  the  sciences  and  useful  arts.  To  you  Ireland  is  indebted 
for  having  excited  attention  to  the  want  of  literary  and  scientific 
institutions,  easily  accessible  to  all  classes,  where  means  could  be 
offered  of  diffusing  the  knowledge  and  facilitating  the  general  intro- 
duction of  all  improvements  in  arts  and  manufactures,  especially 
agriculture,  and  for  treating,  by  courses  of  philosophical  lectures  and 
experiments,  the  api^lication  of  science  to  general  pursuits.  The  local 
public  of  this  city,  and  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  roused  by  your  appeal 
and  stimulated  by  the  publication  of  your  various  school  works, 
which  opened  the  treasures  of  knowledge  to  the  youthful  mind, 
founded  this  institution.  Belfast  followed  the  example,  and  an  impulse 
was  thus  given  throughout  the  country  for  the  encouragement  of 
scientific  and  literary  associations.  But  it  was  not  alone  in  the  encour- 
agement of  popular  lectures  and  the  improvement  of  elementary 
teaching  that  the  influence  of  your  exertions  may  be  recognized.  .As 
the  institutions  which  owed  their  origin  to  you  grew  into  importance, 
they  became  the  active  elements  of  the  great  educational  movement 
which  has  obtained  for  the  people  of  Ireland  a  system  of  national 
education,  and  the  establishment  of  academical  institutions  that  have 
already  acquired  a  distinguished  position  amongst  the  long  established 
Universities  of  the  Kingdom.  When  conveying  to  you.  Venerable 
Sir,  this  expression  of  their  sentiments,  the  Managers  of  the  Royal 
Cork  Institution  cordially  sympathize  with  the  pride  you  must 
naturally  feel  in  the  success  and  fame  of  your  sons,  who,  educated 
beneath  your  paternal  care,  are  at  present  filling  high  oflFicial  stations 
in  the  political  and  scientific  departments  of  the  State.  Fervently 
hoping  that  Providence  may  spare  you  many  years  in  tranquil  con- 
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tcmplation  of  the  good  and  useful  services  you  have  done  your 

country, 

We  subscribe  ourselves, 

On  the  |)art  of  the  Managers  of  the  R.  C.  Institution, 
\'()ur  faithful  and  obedient  servants, 
Thomas  Touin,  Kt.,  Chairman  ;  I).  H.  Hullen,  M.I).,  V.P.. 
Thomas  HKwirr,  .\.M.,  V.P.,  J.  R.  Harvev,  A.B.,  M.I).,  V.P., 
Nicholas  Pkterson,  Hon.  .Secretary  and  Treasurer,  N.  Ludlow 
Beamish,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  J. P.,  F.R.S.,  Charles  Hewitt,  M.D,, 
John  (loRDON,  Kt.,  Jon.v  T.  White,  Richard  Dowden  (Richard), 
Charlks  Porter,  LL.I).,  Kuokne  Finn,  A. 13.,  M.D.,  James  Lane, 
Thos.  Jknninos,  Ja.mes  Denny. 


dr.  hincks'  reply. 
Gentlemen, — I  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  very  gratifying  address 
which  you  have  sent  me,  on  the  occasion  of  your  meeting  for  the  first 
time  after  having  been  for  50  years  a  corporate  body.  I  have  indeed 
witnessed  with  pleasure  the  realization  to  a  great  extent  of  those  plans 
which  I  formed  in  early  life,  for  promoting  popular  instruction  in  the 
sciences  and  the  useful  arts.  I  have  also  been  gratified  to  think  of  the 
share  which  your  institution  and  others  of  a  similar  nature  must  have 
had  as  elements  in  that  great  educational  movement,  to  which  Ireland 
owes  her  system  of  national  education,  and  the  Queen's  Colleges. — 
You  speak  of  the  Royal  Cork  Institution  as  owing  its  origin  to  me. 
The  success  which  attended  my  efforts  to  establish  it,  must  be  attri- 
buted to  my  having  studiously  avoided  giving  it  even  the  appearance 
of  being  identified  with  any  religious,  or  political  party,  and  to  my 
having  thus  obtained  a  much  more  general  support  than  I  could 
possibly  have  had  if  I  had  adopted  a  different  course.  I  thank  you 
for  what  you  say  of  my  .sons.  Whether  they  be  serving  their  country 
in  a  political,  or  scientific  department  abroad,  or  are  engaged  in  the 
duties  of  their  professions  at  home,  all  of  them  enjoy  the  respect  of 
those,  amongst  whom  their  lot  has  beea  cast,  and  one  of  them  has 
indeed  been  eminently  successful.  Once  more  thanking  you  for  this 
address,  and  trusting  that  the  very  advanced  period  of  life  to  which 
it  has  pleased  God  that  I  should  attain,  and  the  infirmities  attendant 
upon  old  age,  will  be  my  apology  for  all  defects  in  my  answer,  and 
wishing  prosperity  to  the  Institution  and  all  those  connected  with  it, 
I  now  subscribe  myself. 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Dix  Hincks,  LL.D.,  M.R.LA. 
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EXTRACTS   FROM    BIOGRAPHICAL    NOTES. 
No.   I. 

This  valued  friend,  (Dr.  Longfield,)  however,  as  many  others  I 
loved  in  Cork,  was  what  is  now  called  a  Conservative,  and  as  I  knew 
them  better,  though  they  did  not  lead  me  to  change  my  principles, 
they  compelled  me  to  admit  that  good  and  well-informed  men  thought 
differently,  and  that  in  politics,  as  in  religion,  allowance  must  be  made 
for  the  inlluence  of  circumstances,  and  that  we  should  all  learn  to 
differ  without  personal  animosity,  without  interruption  of  the  courte- 
sies of  life,  and  without  being  unwilling  to  co-operate  for  the  general 
good. 

1791. — No.  2. 

Another  thing  that  deserves  notice  is  that  about  this  time  (1791) 
I  was  led  to  publish,  under  the  name  of  "  A  Protestant  Dissenter,"  a 
pamphlet  in  favour  of  Catholic  Emancii)ation.  It  was  not  long  after 
my  feelings  had  been  irritated  by  the  Birmingham  riots  that  I  wrote 
this,  in  the  autumn  of  1791,  and  it  contains  some  passages  harsher 
than  I  would  now  use,  and  perhaps  unjust,  but  10  the  principle  of 
complete  freedom  for  every  sect,  and  the  consequent  removal  of 
every  kind  of  disability  on  account  of  opinions,  I  am  as  warmly 
attached  at  the  close  of  a  long  life,  as  I  was  at  the  beginning.  This 
was  the  only  controversial  pamphlet  I  ever  published  without  my 
name. 

1794.— No.  3. 

About  this  time  (1794)  I  became  a  member  of  the  "Benevolent 
Society  "  which  undertook  to  relieve  the  poor  at  their  own  houses 
after  personal  examination  of  visitors.  The  Society  originated  with 
the  Methodists,  a  very  kind  body  of  men  in  their  own  way,  but  not 
fond  of  mixing  with  others.  I  do  not  recollect  what  led  to  my 
admission,  but  I  became  a  regular  visitor,  and  was  instrumental  in  its 
being  opened  to  persons  of  all  sects.  Often  have  I  gone  through  the 
most  wretched  parts  of  our  city,  at  one  time  with  a  zealous  Methodist, 
at  another  with  a  Catholic  priest,  and  the  effect  produced  on  my 
mind  was  a  growing  conviction  of  the  goodness  to  be  found  in 
every  sect,  and  a  confirmed  disposition  to  unite  with  persons  of  every 
different  persuasion  in  the  advancement  of  public  good. 


The  family  to  which  I  belong,  had  been  for  many  generations 
resident  in  Chester,  England,  but  my  grandfather,  who  held  a  position 
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in  the  Customs,  was  removed  to  Dublin,  where  my  father  was  horn 
in  1767.  His  father  (Ued,  when  he  was  about  five  years  old,  but 
his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Dix,  had  sufficient  energy  to 
earn  by  her  own  exertions  the  means  of  bringing  up  and  echicating 
four  children,  of  whom  my  father  was  the  elde:it.  He  was  partly 
educated  at  Trinity  College,  T")ublin,  but  before  taking  his  degree 
determined  to  enter  Hackney  \ew  College,  London,  then  the  chief 
Seminary  of  the  I'rotestant  Dissenters.  After  completing  his  studies, 
my  father  was  recommended  by  one  of  his  tutors  as  a  candidate  for 
the  position  of  assistant  minister  in  a  congregation  of  Presbyterians  in 
Cork,  in  connection  with  the  Synod  of  Munster.  and  after  the  usual 
period  of  trial  was  invited  to  till  the  situation.  He  was  then  2^  years 
of  age.  The  following  year  he  married,  and  for  twenty-four  years  he 
continued  to  reside  in  Cork,  where  all  his  children,  nine  in  number, 
were  born.  I  was  the  youngest  son,  and  when  I  was  a  child 
of  seven  years  of  age,  my  father  removed  to  Fermoy,  as  head 
master  of  a  school  which  had  been  established  there  several 
years  previously  by  Mr.  Anderson,  a  landed  i)roprietor  in  the 
vicinity.  When  I  was  in  my  14th  year  my  father  was  appointed 
head  classical  master  in  the  Royal  Belfast  Academical  Insti- 
tution, as  successor  to  Dr.  Neilson,  and  there  I  comi)leted  my 
education,  entering  College  in  1823,  shortly  before  completing  my 
16th  year.  In  the  following  year  my  father  yielded  to  my  earnest 
desire  to  follow  commercial  pursuits,  and  on  the  ist  of  November, 
1824,  I  entered  the  counting-house  of  John  Martin  &  Co.,  Belfixst, 
where  I  served  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years.  The  firm  was 
engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  owning  several  ships,  and  corresponding 
with  firms  in  North  and  South  America,  the  British  West  Indies,  and 
Mauritius.  After  the  completion  of  my  term  of  service,  near  the  close 
of  1829,  I  determined,  before  forming  my  plans  for  the  future,  to  see 
something  of  the  world,  and  as  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  .*irm,  was 
about  to  start  for  Barbadoes,  Demerara  and  Trinidad,  I  concluded 
to  take  my  passage  in  her.  I  had  entirely  ceased  my  connection 
with  John  Martin  &  Co.  before  my  departure  from  Belfast,  where  I 
never  again  resided.  I  sailed  for  the  West  Indies  in  the  spring  of 
the  year  1830,  arriving  at  Barbadoes  about  ISfay.  I  had  a  most 
hospitable  reception  from  all  the  correspondents  of  John  Martin  «!i:  Co., 
and  had  likewise  many  letters  of  introduction,  which  enabled  me  to  see 
all  that  I  could  desire,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  I 
went  with  the   ship  in   which   I   had    sailed  from  Belfast,  from 
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Harbadocs  to  Dcmcrara,  and  tlicnre,  after  al)()ut  a  rortnip;hl's  stay, 
to    Trinidad,  whence   it   returned   to    Belfast,  wliile    1    proceeded   to 
Barl)adoes  in  a  transient  vessel.     I  had  by  lliat  time  fullymiade  up  my 
mind  not  to  settle  in    the   West  Indies,  and   was  eontemplating  my 
return  home,  when  I  beeameaecpiainted  accidentally  with  Mr.  Cu'i)rge 
Ml  Inlosh  Ross,  of  Quebec,  who  was  with  myself  a  guest  at  the  house 
of  my  Barbadoes  friends.      He  was  then  a  young  man  about  my  own 
age,  and  had  come  out  to  the  West  Indies  in  a  vessel  belonging  to 
his  father,  a  merchant  in  Quebec.     He  strongly  advised   me  to  visit 
Canada,  and  as  an  inducement,  offered  me  a  i)assage  in  his  ship,  and 
an  assurance  that   I  couKl  get  home  from  (Quebec  at  less   than  one 
half  what  1   would  have  to  pay  in  a  ship  from  a  West    Indian  port.. 
Mr.  Ross  was  the  father  of  the  Hon.  John  Jones  Ross,  now  Premier 
of  Quebec,  whose  acquaintance  1  had  the  pleasure  to  make  after  m\ 
final  return  to  Canada.      1  was  easily  persuaded  to  accept  Mr.  Ross' 
offer,   and  had   a  very   pleasant   voyage   to  (Quebec,  Dr.    I.loyd,    a 
retired   surgeon  of  artillery,  having  been   the  only  other   |iasscnger. 
By  the  time  I  reached  Quebec  the  season  was  rather  advanced,  and 
I  could  not  resist  seeing  Montreal,  in  which  city  J  met  persons  from 
Upper  Canada,  and  heard  so  much  of  what  was  then  comparatively 
a  new  country,  that  I  determined  to  spend  the  winter  at  \'ork,  and 
to  delay  my  return  home  until  the  following  spring,    it  was  December 
before  I  was  able  to  leave  Montreal,  and  my  journey  to   York,    by 
stage  and  schooner,  occupied  not  less  than  ten  days,  during  which, 
having  had  to  put  into  Niagara,  owing  to  a  contrary  wind,  I  rode  on 
horseback  to  the  Falls.     The  Legislature  was  sitting  at  Vork  during 
the    winter  of    1830--31,  and  I  attendeil  the   House  very  regularly 
and  made  the  acquaintance  of  si)me  of  the  members.     I  particularly 
recollect  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Hagerman.  then  Solicitor-General,  Mr. 
Bidwell    and    Mr.    Perry.      1  left    ^'ork  early  in    1S31,  in   the  first 
steamer  tiiat  crossed  to  Niagara,   and  went  by  stage  to  Albany  and 
thence  l)y  steamer   to    New  Vork,   whence  1    took  my  jiassage  to 
Liverpool.     I  had  formed   a  strong  inclination  to  make  Canada  my 
permanent  home,  but  I  had  many  previous  arrangements  to  make,  the 
most  important  having  been  tofultihi  matrimonial  engagement,  which 
I  had  formed  prior  to  my  departure  from  Belfast.     ILiving  t)btained 
the  consent  of  my  intended  wife,  and  her  father,  to  share  my  fortunes 
in  Canaila,  and  having  conii)leted  other  arrangements,  I  was  married 
by  my  father  in  July,  1832.  and  sailed  for  New  Vork  a  few  weeks 
afterwards,  having  been  deterred  from  following  my  original  i;Ian  of 
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sailing  to  (Jiu'l)cc  by  the  prcvak'ncc  of  cholera  in  the  Canadian  ports. 
I  \ve]U  direct  to  Wnk,  and  connnenced  liusiness  immediately  after 
the  arrival  of  my  ^oods,  which  had  heen  shipiied  to  M^.iitreal  prior  to 
my  departure  from  England.  Muring  the  short  period",  in  which  I 
was  engaged  in  business,  1  had  suflicient  experience  of  the  necessity 
of  an  Insolvent  Law,  as  confessions  of  judgment  by  traders  to  their 
I  reditcrs  fre(|uently  led  to  great  injustice.  I  think  it  was  the  year 
following  my  own  settlement  at  \o\k  that  the  late  Captain  Truscott 
establislu'd  a  private  bank  there  in  partnership  with  M  r.  ( 'ireen,  who 
had  been  a  commissariat  ofliier.  Captain  Truscotl  had  brought  out 
a  considerable  quantity  of  goods,  which  he  i)laced  in  my  hanils  for 
sale,  and  this  led  to  an  ac(iuaintance  with  both  gentlemen.  I  had 
been  a  tenant  of  the  late  lb)norable  Robert  IJaldwin  from  the  i)eriod 
of  my  settlement  at  York,  and  as  he  and  his  wife,  and  his  venerable 
parents  were  our  next  door  neighbors,  and  had  treated  us  with  great 
kindness,  my  wife  and  I  contracted  an  intimacy  with  the  family 
which  lasted  during  many  years,  and  was  only  terminated  by  death. 
When  Captain  Truscott  starteil  the  bank,  afterwards  known  as  the 
"  Farmers' Joint  Stock  ]?anking  Comi)any,"  I  was  one  of  the  jjro- 
moters,  and  was  elected  a  director.  At  that  time  political  feeling 
was  very  strong,  and  shortly  after  the  election  of  the  President,  and 
Solicitor,  both  of  whom  belonged  to  the  dominant  jjarty,  the 
Reformers  started  another  bank,  called  "The  Hank  of  the  reo])le," 
with  which  1,  and  one  or  two  other  directors  of  the  '*  Farmers," 
determined  to  cast  our  lot.  This  was  about  the  year  1S.55.  I^oth 
the  banks  referred  to  had  a  brief  existence.  The  "  Hank  of  the 
Peo])le"  was  sold  to  the  l^ank  of  Montreal,  which,  ])rior  to  the 
I'nion,  had  no  agency  in  Upper  Canada,  and  it  became  practically 
an  agency  of  that  bank,  into  which  it  was  absorbed  after  the  Union. 
It  was,  however  under  my  management  at  the  jieriod  of  the  rebellion 
in  1.S37,  which  is  a  convenient  period  from  which  to  commence  my 
reminiscences. 

This  seems  the  proper  place  to  state  the  ])lan  of  my  work.  I 
consider  that  my  i)ublic  life  commenced  with  my  undertaking  the 
l)ul)lication  of  a  ])oliticaI  newspaper,  in  the  year  1.S38.  Shortly  after 
the  assum])lion  of  the  office  of  Governor-Cieneral  by  the  Karl  of 
Durham,  Sir  (Jeorge  Arthur  being  T-ieutenant-Ciovernor  of  Ujjper 
Canada,  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  first  Union  Parliament,  and 
remained  in  active  public  life  during  the  administrations  of  I.ord 
Sydenham,  Sir  Charles  Bagot,  Sir  Charles,  afterwards  Lord  Metcalfe, 


12 


REMINISCENCES   IN   THE   LIFE   OF 


Earl  Cathcart  and  the  Earl  of  Elgin.  Shortly  after  Sir  Edmund 
Head's  assumption  of  the  Government,  T  was  offered,  and  accepted, 
the  office  of  Governor-in-Chief  of  Barbadoes  and  the  Windward 
Islands,  and  was,  at  the  expiration  of  the  usual  term  of  office,  pro- 
moted to  the  Government  of  British  Guiana.  At  the  termination  of 
my  Government  in  British  Guiana,  I  visited  Canada,  intending  to 
return  to  England,  where  I  had  left  my  flimily,  and  having  reasonable 
ground  to  expect  further  employment  by  the  Imperial  Government. 
During  my  visit  I  was  honored  by  the  offer  of  a  seat  in  the  Canadian 
Cabinet,  and  I  determined,  after  the  best  consideration  I  could  give 
to  the  subject,  to  abandon  the  Imperial,  and  re-enter  the  Canadian 
service  ;  this  was  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1869.  The  "  Reminis- 
cences of  My  Public  Life  "  will  be  confined  to  the  period  which 
terminated  with  my  resignation  as  First  Minister  in  1854,  and  to 
a  short  notice  of  my  subsequent  career,  prior  to  my  acceptance  of 
office  in  Canada.  In  publishing  my  "  Reminiscences,"  I  can  say  with 
perfect  truth  that  I  have  regretted  to  have  used  such  harsh  expressions 
towards  some  of  my  contenv  (  raries  now  deceased,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  they  are  more  objectionable  than  the  language  used  by 
controversialists  in  the  present  day,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  public  mind  was  much  more  excited  forty  years  ago,  than  it  is 
at  present. 
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THE   CRISIS   OF    1 836    AND    ITS    CONSEgUENCES. 

It  was  at  a  period  of  great  political  excitement  that  I   became  a 
resident  of  York,  which  was  during  the  following  ye;ir  incorporated  as 
the  City  of  Toronto.      Mr.   William    Lyon    Mackenzie    had   been 
repeatedly  exj)elled  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  had  visited 
England,  bearing  numerously  signed  i^etitions  to  the  King,  and  the 
Imperial   Parliament,   praying  for  the  redress  of  grievances.     His 
reception  by  Lord  Goderich,  then  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
was  most  satisfactory  to  him,  and  one  result  of  his  representations 
was  the  removal  from  office  of  the  Attorney-General,   Mr.    H.  J. 
Boulton,  and  the  Solicitor-General,  Mr.  Hagerman.     Mr.  Stanley,  who 
succeeded  Lord  Goderich,  restored  Mr.   Hagerman,  and  appointed 
Mr.  Boulton  to  the  Chief  Justiceship  of  Newfoundland.      The  reason 
assigned  for  the  removal  of  the  Crown  Officers  was  that  they  had  "  per- 
mitted the  repeated  expulsion  of  a  member  of  the  Assembly,  although 
the  Constitutional  objections  to  that  course  had  been  conveyed  to  His 
Excellency  by  His  Majesty's  Government."     During  Mr.  Mackenzie's 
visit  to  England,  he  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Josej)h  Hume, 
member  for  Middlesex,  and  an  independent  supporter  of  the  Admin- 
istration of  Earl  Grey.     After  his  return   to  Canada  Mr.  Mackenzie 
maintained  for  some  time  a  correspondence  with  Mr.   Hume,  whose 
letters  he  used  occasionally  to  publish  in  his  newspaper.     It  was 
Mr.   Hume's  opinion  that  the  promotion  of  Mr.   Boulton  and  the 
reinstatement  of  Mr.    Hagerman  were  an  insult  to   the   people  of 
Upper  Canada.     In  1834  the  celebrated  letter  from  Mr.  Hume  was 
published,  in  which,  referring  to  Mr.  Mackenzie's  re-election  for  the 
County  of  York,  and  his  subsequent  ejection  from  the  Assembly,  he 
predicted  that  "  a  crisis  is  fast  approaching  in  the  affairs  of  Canada 
which  will  terminate  in  independence  and  freedom  from  the  baneful 
domination  of  the  Mother  Country,  and  the  tyrannical  conduct  of  a 
small  and  despicable  faction  in  the  colony."    This  letter  caused  great 
excitement,  and  led  to  the  formation  of  political  societies  by  both 
parties.     In  the  same  year  the  first  municipal  elections  for  the  city  of 
Toronto  were  held,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  after  being  elected  Alderman 
in  the  most  populous  of  the  city  wards,  was  chosen   ALiyor.     A 
general  election  took  place  soon  after,  the  result  of  which  was  that 


14 


REMINISCENCES   IN   THE   LIFE   OF 


the  Reform  party  had  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
elecled  Mr.  Marshall  Spring  Uidwell,  an  eminent  member  of  the 
legal  ])rofession.  as  its  Speaker.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  who  was  returned 
for  his  old  constituency,  obtained  the  ai)i)ointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Gri'-vances,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  'llie  repoii  of  that 
committee  was  presented  near  the  close  of  the  session  of  1835,  and 
although  not  formally  adopted,  the  House  ordered  a  large  number 
of  copies  to  l)e  jtrinted  for  distribution.  There  is  ample  ground  for 
believing  that  the  reiJiesentations  of  Mr.  Mackenzie  during  his  visit 
to  England,  his  repeated  expulsion  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
and  the  result  of  the  new  general  election,  followed  up  by  the  report 
on  grievances,  had  convinced  the  Colonial  Department  that  a  change 
of  policy  was  absolutely  necessary.  Sir  John  Colborne's  term  of 
service  had  expired  rather  more  than  a  year  previously,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  select  his  successor.  1  have  myself  no  doubt 
that  Lord  Glenelg  was  anxious  to  make  a  good  selection,  and  to 
recommend  the  appointment  of  an  enlightened  administrator,  who 
would  redress  many  of  the  grievances  complained  of,  altliough  the 
introduction  of  parliamentary  government  was  not  deemed  practicable 
by  any  English  statesman  at  that  time.  His  choice  fell  on  Sir  Francis 
Head,  of  whom  in  his  life  of  W.  L.  Mackenzie,  ]\Ir.  Charles  Lindsey  re- 
marks in  a  note  :  "  How  Lord  Glenelg  could  have  stumbled  on  so  much 
incapacity  is  a  mystery  to  Canadians  at  thfs  day.'*  I  was  myself  assured 
l3j'  tlic  late  Mr.  John  Arthur  Roebuck,  M.P.,  during  a  visit  which  I  paid 
to  him  in  London  many  years  afterwards,  that  there  was  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  appointment  had  been  made  by  mistake,  and  that 
Sir  I^dmund  Head  was  the  person  for  whom  it  was  designed.  This 
may  appear  improbable,  but  I  was  myself  thoroughly  satisfied  that 
the  statement  was  correct,  and  Sir  Francis  Head's  own  account  of 
the  circumstances  of  his  appointment  in  his  narrative,  appears  to  me 
to  be  confirmatory  of  its  truth.  It  is  far  from  improbable  that  Lord 
Glenelg,  having  determined  not  to  follow  the  long  established  prac- 
tice of  aj)pointing  a  general  officer,  and  being  desirous  of  making  a 
good  selection,  may  have  consulted  one  or  more  of  his  colleagues, 
and  may  have  been  advised  to  confer  the  appointment  on  "  Head.'' 
Sir  Edmund  Head  had  been  a  fellow  of  Merton  College,  Oxford,  and 
Dent  records  that  "  he  had  had  the  advantage  of  a  careful  intellec- 
tual training,  and  had  devoted  much  time  to  the  study  of  politics  as 
a  science."  He  was  known  to  many  of  the  rising  statesmen  of  the 
day,  and  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne, 
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then  a  colleague  of  Lord  Glenclg,  and  one  who,  from  his  great  experi- 
ence, was  very  likely  to  have  been  consulted  on  such  an  occasion. 
The  Heads  had  both  been  assistant  Poor  La.v  Commissioners, 
though  Sir  Edmund  was  soon  raised  to  a  Chief  Commissionership. 
I  did  not  learn  Mr.  Roebuck's  authority  for  his  statement,  but  he 
gave  me  a  positive  assurance  of  its  correctness,  and  it  has  always 
seemed  to  me  highly  ])robable.  I  was  many  years  afterwards 
assured  by  a  distinguished  Imperial  statesman,  whose  name  1  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  mention,  that  he  had  heard  the  same  statement. 
Before  treating  the  subject  of  Sir  Francis  Head's  administration 
it  may  be  convenient  that  1  should  define  my  own  position.  It  has 
been  frecjuently  alleged  that  I  was  originally  a  Tory,  and  that  I 
abandoned  my  parly  on  i)ersonal  grounds.  From  the  time,  when  I 
first  took  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  which  was  when  I  was  not  more 
than  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  I  was  in  favor  of  all  the 
liberal  measures  then  advocated  by  the  Reformers,  such  as  Catholic 
PZmancipation,  the  Repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts, 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  Parliamentary  Reform.  I  may  add  that  all 
my  friends  entertained  liberal  opinions.  Those  of  my  father  may  be 
ascertained  from  my  introductory  chapter.  When  I  came  to  \'()rk  I 
accidentally  became  the  tenant  and  next  door  neighbor  of  Mr. 
Robert  Baldwin,  and  I  had  entire  political  confidence  both  in  him 
and  in  his  venerable  father.  Dr.  Baldwin.  At  the  period  of  Mr. 
Mackenzie's  expulsion  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  of  his 
subsequent  visit  to  England,  the  Baldwins  were  taking  no  part 
whatever  in  politics.  Mr.  Baldwin  had  been  defeated  at  an  election 
for  York,  prior  to  my  coming  to  Canada,  and  had  not  sought  election 
elsewhere.  I  had  certainly  been  alarmed  by  Mr.  Hume's  "  baneful 
domination  "  letter,  and  had  conceived  a  distrust  of  Mr.  Mackenzie. 
I  find  in  a  note  of  Mr.  Lindsey's  in  his  "Life  and  Times  of  Mackenzie" 
a  notice  of  an  article  of  mine  pul)lished  in  the  Toronto  Examiner, 
in  1838,  from  which  I  shall  give  an  extract,  and  it  conveys  accurately 
my  sentiments  at  the  time  when  I  was  considered  to  be  a  Tory,  as 
well  as  at  the  time  when  it  was  written,  and  at  the  present  time.  'J'he 
article  was  written  in  refutation  of  a  charge  made  by  Sir  Francis 
Head,  that  the  object  of  Rolph  and  Mackenzie  was  to  rob  the  banks 
and  then  abscond  to  the  United  States.  After  some  preliminary 
remarks  on  Dr.  Rolph  the  article  i)roceeds  as  follows  : 

"  With  regard  to  Mackenzie,  it  lias  been  so  much  the  fashion  to  accuse  him 
"  of  every  crime  which  has  disgraced  humanity,  that  people  really  forget  who  and 
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"  what  he  is.  We  can  speak  impartially  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  more  particularly 
"  because  those  who  know  us  well,  know  that  we  have  never  approved  of  his 
"  political  conduct.  Let  us  not  be  misunderstood.  Wc  agreed  with  him  on 
"  certain  broad  principles,  more  particularly  Responsible  Government,  and  the 
"  Secularization  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  when  those  principles  were  involved 
"  we  supported  him  and  shall  never  regret  it.  As  a  private  individual  we  are 
"  bound  in  justice  to  state  that  Mr.  Mackenzie  was  a  man  of  stric^  integrity  in  his 
*'  dealings,  and  we  have  frequently  heaid  the  same  admitteil  by  his  violent  political 
"  opponents.  He  was  not  a  rich  man,  because  he  never  sou<jht  after  wealth. 
"  Had  he  done  so  his  industry  and  perseverance  must  have  insured  it.  We  do 
"  not  take  up  our  pen  to  defend  the  political  characters  of  either  Dr.  Rolph  or 
'•  Mr.  Mackenzie,  but  when  these  false  and  malignant  slanders  are  uttered,  we 
"  shall  always  expose  them.  Are  there  ten  persons  in  Upper  Canada  who  believe 
"  that  the  object  of  either  Dr.  Rolph  or  Mr.  Mackenzie  was  to  rob  the  banks 
"  and  abscond  to  the  United  States  ?  " 

During  the  session  of  the  Upi)er  Canadian  Parliament,  in  1835, 
Mr.  Mackenzie  was  appointed  a  director  of  the  Welland  Canal  Co., 
in  which  the  Province  held  stock,  which  entitled  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  representation  on  the  direction.  He  made  a  searching 
investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  and  published  the 
opinions  which  he  had  formed  in  a  sheet  called  "  The  Wella?  1 
Canal.  "  I  should  hardly  have  noticed  this  subject  but  that,  during 
the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  a  select  committee  was  appointed 
to  investigate  the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  and  that  I  was 
selected,  together  with  one  of  the  accountants  of  the  Bank  of  Upper 
Canada,  to  examine  the  books  and  report  to  the  committee.  This 
led  to  my  spending  a  good  deal  of  time  in  the  committee  room  of 
the  House,  where  the  books  were  deposited,  and  it  gave  me  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  a  great  number  of  the 
members.  This  was  during  the  memorable  session  of  1836.  At 
the  time  of  Sir  Francis  Head's  assumption  of  the  Government,  there 
were  only  three  Executive  Councillors,  and  he  deemed  it  expedient 
to  increase  the  number,  which  indeed  was  indispensably  necessary, 
as  three  was  the  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  At  a  later 
date  it  became  known  that,  before  taking  any  action  in  the  matter,  he 
had  consulted  a  number  of  influential  gentlemen,  and  that  there  had 
been  a  general  concurrence  of  opinion  in  favor  of  Mr.  Robert 
Baldwin.  Sir  Francis  Head  accordingly  sent  for  Mr.  Baldwin,  and 
offered  him  a  seat  in  the  Executive  Council.  This  led  to  a  frank 
explanation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  his  views  as  to  the  duties 
of  an  Executive  Councillor,  and  as  to  the  theory  of  Responsible 
Government ;  and  as  he  did  not  find  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in 
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accord  with  him.  ht'  declined  the  offer,  which  had  been  made  to  him. 
Sir  Francis  Head  suljsequently  sent  for  Dr.  Baldwin,  and  after  much 
consultation  it  was  arranged  that  three  new  Coumillurs  should  be 
api)oiiited,  and  accv^dingly  the  Hon.  John  H.  Dunn,  Receiver- 
General,  a  liberal  Englishman,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Dr.  Rolph,  were 
sworn  in  as  Executive  Councillors.  The  new  appointments  gave 
great  satisfaction  to  the  Liberal  majority  in  the  House  of  Assembly, 
but  there  was  much  speculation  as  to  the  possibility  of  maintaining 
harmony  between  the  new  and  old  Councillors,  whose  views  were 
believed  to  be  antagonistic. 

Shortly  after  the  appointment  of  the  new  Councillors  the  startling 
announcement  was  made  that  the  whole  number  had  resigned,  and 
it  then  became  known  that  the  Lieut.-Governor  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  consult  the  Council  on  the  public  affairs  of  tiie  Province. 
Sir  Francis  Head,  whatever  may  have  been  his  original  intention 
when  he  assumed  the  Government,  had  evidently  made  up  his  mind 
to  defend  the  uncontrolled  exercise  of  the  Royal  prerogative  by  the 
Lieut.-Governor.  It  seems  desirable  that  I  should  here  give  my 
opinion  as  to  the  state  of  the  Constituencies  of  Upper  Canada  at  the 
period  of  the  memorable  contest  in  1836,  between  the  supporters  of 
Responsible  Government  and  their  opponents.  It  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that,  as  the  principal  question,  on  which  the  i)arties  were 
divided  was  the  secularization  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  as  the 
clergy  generally  exercised  considerable  influence  over  tiieir  flocks,  it 
is  desirable  to  consider  the  relative  strength  of  the  religious  denomi- 
nations. I  should  be  inclined  to  make  five  divisions  of  the  population, 
viz.,  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists,  and  all  the  other  denominations,  including  Baptists, 
Congregationalists  and  Episcopal  Methodists.  Bearing  in  mind  that 
there  are  exceptions  to  all  general  rules,  I  think  that  I  am  not  wrong 
in  my  belief  that  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England  and  the 
Presbyterians  generally  voted  for  the  Tory  candidates,  while  the 
Roman  Catholics  and  the  Baptists,  Congregationalists,  tVc,  voted  as 
uniformly  for  the  Reformers.  The  Wesleyan  Methodists  held  the 
balance  of  power  in  a  great  many  constituencies,  and  I  believe  that 
it  has  been  generally  acknowledged  that  the  elections  in  1836  were 
carried  against  the  Reformers  by  their  votes.  About  the  same  time 
that  Mr.  Mackenzie  visited  England,  in  1833-4,  charged  with  peti- 
tions for  the  redress  of  grievances,  the  Rev.  Egerton  Ryerson  was 
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deputed  by  his  brethren  of  the  Methodist  Church  to  endeavour  to 
bring  about  a  union  between  the  British  and  Canadian  Meliiodist 
Conferences.  Die  latter  had  been  previously  organized  in  1S28  as 
the  *' Indei)endenr  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada."  I  infer 
that  this  organization  was  not  generally  approved  of,  and  that  Mr. 
Ryerson's  mission  was  caused  by  the  opi)osition  of  a  considerable 
number  of  the  ministers  of  the  new  organization.  During  Mr. 
Ryerson's  visit  to  England  he  had  an  oi)i)ortunity  of  ascertaining 
with  more  ])recision  the  views  of  jjublic  men,  and  of  their  policy, 
than  he  could  have  had  previously,  and  he  did  not  fail  to  state  his 
impressions  through  the  medium  of  the  press.  His  opinion  of  Mr. 
Hume,  then  the  leading  sujjporter  in  Parliament  of  the  Canadian 
Liberals,  was   decidedly  unfavorable,    and  the  consequence  of  the  'I 

announcement  of  his  impressions,  was  a  bitter  controversy  between  ^| 

Mr.  Mackenzie  and  himself.  I  believe  that  I  am  correct  in  asserting 
that  Sir  Francis  Head  carried  the  elections  in  1836  against  the 
Reformers  mainly  through  the  influence  of  the  Rev.  Egerton  Ryerson, 
who,  although  absent  from  Canada  at  the  time,  had,  by  his  published 
impressions,  induced  those  who  confided  in  him  to  abandon  the 
Reform  cause.  In  the  "  Story  of  my  Life  "  it  is  stated  in  a  note  that 
Mr.  Ryerson  had  written  to  a  Canadian  correspondent  that  he  had 
been  informed  by  Mr.  William  Lunn,  of  Montreal,  that  his  letters  to 
the  London  Times  on  Hume  and  Roebuck  "have  produced  the  most 
amazing  effect  on  the  public  mind  of  the  Province  of  anything  that  I 
ever  wrote."  1  refer  to  the  action  taken  by  Mr.  Ryerson  at  this 
period  merely  that  I  may  record  my  conviction  that  the  defeat  of 
the  Reformers  at  the  general  election  of  1836  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  abandonment  of  their  cause  by  the  Wesleyan  Methodists.  Of 
course  the  influence  of  the  various  religious  bodies  in  the  country 
was  not  the  same  in  every  county.  In  many  counties,  but  notably 
in  Lennox  and  Addington,  which  had  been  represented  by  Messrs. 
Bidwell  and  Perry,  both  prominent  Reform  leaders,  it  was  pre- 
dominant. It  is  within  my  personal  knowledge,  that  individual 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  were  exasperated  at  the  course 
taken  by  Mr.  Ryerson,  but  the  great  majority  were  influenced  by  his 
advice,  and  were  the  means  of  giving  the  victory  to  Sir  Francis  Head. 
At  a  later  date  Mr.  Ryerson  himself  stated  that  "  the  successful 
candidates  generally,  while  they  repudiated  republican  separation 
from  the  Mother  Country,  promised  fidelity  to  the  oft  expressed  and 
well  known  wishes  of  the  people  in  the  settlement  of  the  Clergy 
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Reserves  quesiion,  which,  however,  they  failed  to  fulfil."  Again  he 
pointed  out  that  "Sir  F.  B.  Head  had  adroitly  turned  this  issue,  not 
on  the  (lUL'slioM  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  or  of  other  practical  questions, 
but  on  tlu-  ([ucstion  of  connection  with  the  Mother  Coinitr)-,  and  of 
Rei)ubii(  anism  7's.  Monarchy,  as  had  been  recommended  by  Messrs. 
Hume  am!  Roebuck,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Mackenzie  and 
Papineau."  Sir  F.  H.  Head's  adroitness  was  thrown  away  on  the 
entire  pojjulation  but  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  who  comi)k'tely  fell 
into  the  snare.  Duruig  the  exciting  period,  which  followed  the 
resignation  of  the  Fxecutive  Council,  1  joined  with  my  brother 
Reformers  in  their  efforts  to  sustain  the  cause.  A  Constitutional 
Reform  Society  was  organized,  of  which  Dr.  Baldwin  was  President, 
chielly  to  fnrnish  information  to  the  people  at  a  distance  from  the 
Seat  uf  Coverimient.  Of  that  Society  I  was  appointed  Secretary,  and 
I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  confidence  that  was  felt  that  the 
Reformers  would  be  successful  at  the  polls.  When  the  result  became 
known  the  indignation  of  the  defeated  party  could  not  be  restrained 
within  ])rudent  limits.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  as  well  as  Messrs.  Bidwell  and 
Perry,  had  all  been  defeated,  and  there  was  a  very  general  belief  that 
the  elections  had  been  carried  in  several  counties  by  corrupt  i)ractices. 
Dr.  Charles  Duncombe,  who  had  been  re-elected  for  the  County  of 
Oxford,  was  induced  to  visit  England  to  represent  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  the  undignified  and  partizan  conduct  of  the  Lieut. -Governor,  but 
he  met  with  no  success,  and  when  the  House  met,  a  Select  Committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  Dr.  Duncombe's  complaint,  and,  as  might 
have  been  anticipated,  completely  exonerated  Sir  Francis  Head  from 
all  blame.  The  year  1837  ^^as  a  disastrous  one  to  all  engaged  in 
commerce.  During  a  most  severe  crisis,  all  the  banks  in  the  United 
States  suspended  payment,  and  their  example  was  followed  by  those 
in  Lower  Canada.  Mr.  Mackenzie  had  established  a  new  paper 
called  "  The  Constitution,"  and  availed  himself  of  the  com.mercial 
distress,  as  well  as  of  the  political  excitement,  to  create  dissatisfiiction 
in  the  public  mind.  In  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  the  people 
seemed  to  be  on  the  verge  of  rebellion,  and  no  effort  was  sjjared  to 
persuade  the  discontented  parties  in  Upper  Canada  that  thj  antici- 
pated revolt  in  the  Lower  Province  would  be  successful.  Towards 
the  end  of  July,  1837,  ^  meeting  was  held  at  Mr.  Doel's  brewery  in 
Toronto,  at  which  a  declaration  was  adopted,  which  had  been  drawn 
up,  as  was  generally  believed,  by  Dr.  Rolph,  but  which  he  abstained 
from  signing.     After  a  preamble,  stating  the  grievances  which  had 
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been  frecjuently  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Imperial  Clovernment,  it 
proceeded  to  ple('  ^e  the  Reformers  of  Upper  Canada  to  make  com- 
mon cause  with  their  fellow-citizens  of  Lower  Canada,  and  in  order 
to    render  their  co-operation    more   efficient,    to   organize    pt)litical 
associations,  and  to  api)oint  delegates  to  meet  in  convention,  to  take 
into   consideration    the    political    condition   of    the   country,   with 
authority  to  appoint  commissioners,  to  meet  others  to  be  named  on 
the  part  of  Lower  Canada,  and  any  of  the  other  colonies,  armed  with 
suitable  powers  as  a  congress,  to  seek  an  effectual  remedy  for  the 
grievances   of  the  colonists.     There  was  no  concealment  of  this  im- 
portant  movement,    the   declaration    having   been   i)rinted    in   The 
Constitution,  Mr.  Mackenzie's  newspaper,  without  delay.     Delegates 
to  the  proj.osed  convention  for  the  city  of  Toronto  were  appointed 
at  the  meeting,  some  of  whom   were  not  present,  and  one  at  least 
(Mr.  iJidwell)  positively  refused  to  act.     Many  Reformers    refrained 
from  taking  part  in  the  agitation  of  1837,  following  the  example  of 
Mr.  Baldwin  and  his  father.     I  was  at  the  time  cashier  of  the  J^ank 
of  the   Peo])le,  all  the  directors  of  which  belonged  to  the    Reform 
party,  and  several  of  them  continued  to  take  part  in  the  agitation 
which  was  kept  up,  chiefly  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  through  his  newspaper, 
until  less  than  a  week  of  the  actual  outbreak,  on  the  night  of  tiie  4th 
of  December,  1837.     ''^'^  '^  X'sX^'t  period,  it  was  the  deliberate  opinion 
of  the  Earl  of  Durham  that  the  insurgents  had  been  encouraged  to 
resort  to  arms.     In  his  report  he  observes  :  "  It  certainly  appeared 
too  much  as  if  the  rebellion  had  been  purposely  invited  by  the  (iovern- 
ment,  and    the   unfortunate  men   who    took  part   in  it   deliberately 
drawn  into  a  trap  by  those  who  subsequently   inflicted  so  severe  a 
punishment  on  them  for  their  error."     I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
general  accuracy  of  the  account  given  in  Lindsey's  "  Life  and  Times  of 
W.  L.  Mackenzie,"  of  the  circumstances  which  preceded   the  actual 
outbreak.     A  small  meeting  was  held  early  in  November,  at  which 
Mr.  Mackenzie    urged   that  immediate  action  should    be  taken  in 
Toronto,  where  a  large  quantity  of  arms  had  been  stored  in  the  City 
Hall.     His  proposition   was  received  coldly,    and  he  subsequently 
adopted  the  scheme  of  organizing  bands  in  the  districts  of  country 
about  Toronto,  who  were  to  meet  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
city  on  the  7th  of  December,  and  then  seize  the  arms  and  adopt  a 
Republican  Constitution  which  had  been  already  prepared  by  Mr. 
Mackenzie,   and  which   is  published  in  his  "  Life."     On  the   day 
previous   to   the   actual   outbreak,  Mr.   Mackenzie,  who  had  been 
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actively  engaged  in  organizing,  and  who  had  held  about  two  hundred 
meelings  within  tiic  three  months  ])receding,  learned  with  dismay 
that  Dr.  Roiph  had  changed  tiie  day  from  the  ytii  to  tiie  4th  of 
December.  'I'liis  change  was  caused  by  llie  Doctor's  knowledge  that 
the  (lovernmenl  iiad  at  last  determined  to  make  arrests  for  high 
treason,  and  that  the  arms  in  the  City  Hall  were  being  distributed  to 
the  Loyalists.  It  is  said  that  Mackenzie  attempted  to  postjjone  the 
rising  until  the  7th,  but  that  it  was  too  late,  as  the  insurgents  were 
already  on  the  march. 

After  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  which  was  promjjtly 
effected,  there  "vvere  a  large  number  of  arrests  on  suspicidu,  the 
number  not  having  been  much  short  of  1000.  By  fiir  the  greater 
number  were  either  discharged  by  the  magistrates,  or  released  owing 
to  the  (Iraiid  Jiuies  ignoring  the  indictments.  The  feeling  which 
existed  amongst  the  people  can  be  better  imagined  than  described. 
Toronto  being  the  head([uarters  of  the  Reformers  many  consultations 
took  place,  and  it  was  thought  by  many,  including  some  of  those 
who  had  strongly  disapiJnned  of  the  resort  lo  rebellion,  that  Upper 
Canada  was  no  longer  a  desirable  i)lace  of  residence.  The  territory 
of  Iowa  was  at  that  time  attracting  a  good  deal  of  notice,  and  it  was 
believed  that  a  Canadian  colony  might  be  planted  there  with 
great  advantage  to  the  emigrants.  In  order  to  ensure  success  it  was 
thought  desirable  that  a  considerable  tract  of  land  should  be  set 
apart,  so  that  the  ("anadian  emigrants  would  be  together.  The 
vicinity  of  the  town  of  Daveni)ort  was  selected,  and  it  was  ])art  of 
the  scheme  to  i)urchase  a  considerable  part  of  the  site  of  that 
town.  An  association  was  actually  formed,  called  "  The  Mississippi 
Emigration  Society,  "  and  was  at  a  later  jieriod  noticed  in  Lord 
Durham's  Rei)ort,  as  it  has  also  been  in  "  The  Story  of  my  Life."  (*) 
I  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  was  entrusted  with  a 
mission  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  object  of  which 
was  simply  to  obtain  a  large  block  of  land  on  the  usual  terms  of 
payment.  I  left  for  Washington  at  the  latter  end  of  March  or 
beginning  of  April,  and  was  absent  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of 
the  unfortunate  Lount  and  Matthews.  My  mission  was  not 
successful,  although  I  was  received  with  marked  courtesy  by 
President  VanBuren,  who  expressed  his  regret  that  the  regulations 
with   regard   to   land   sales  rendered  it  impossible  to  prevent  all 

(•)  Note. — An  erroneous  account  of  my  mission  to  Washington  is  given  in 
the  "Story  of  my  Life  "  on  the  authority  of  Rev.  Wm.  Ryerson. 
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intending  settlers  from  obtaining  vacant  lots  on  paying  the  established 
price. 

On    my  return  to  Toronto,  after    my  unsuccessful    mission  to 
Washington,  I  found  that  most  important  news  had  been  received 
in  my  al)sence,  wiiich  was  the  apjiointnient  of  the  Karl  of  Durham 
as  (lovernor-General  and   High  Commissioner,  to  encpiire  into  the 
system  of  Government,  which  had  produced  such  lamentable  results. 
It  had    been  likewise  announced    that    Mr.  Charles  Huller,   M.P., 
was  to  accomi)any  Lord  Durham  as  chief  secretary.     Lord  Durham 
had  of  course  been  long  known  to  me  by  rei)Utation,  as  one  of  the 
most  advanced  English  Reformers, and  I  was  well  aware  that  Mr.  lUiller 
was  likewise  a  member  of  the  same  party.     Hope  took  the   place  of 
des])air,  and  all  idea  of  emigrating  was  at  once  dismissed  from  my 
mind,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  from  the  minds  of  nearly  all  the 
members  of  the  Society.     In  the  course  of  the  summer  1  visited,  in 
company  with  a  jjolitical  friend,  the  settlements  north  of  Toronto,  and 
on  our  return  we  had  a  good  deal  of  conversation  on  the  position  of 
the  Reform  party,  and  on  the  importance  of  having  our  views  regard- 
ing KJSj)onsil)le  Government  advocated  through  the  i)ress.     Lord 
Durham  had  but  recently  arrived,  and  there  was  not  a  single  ]<aper 
in  Upjter  Canada  at  the  time,  that  ventured  to  defend  the  great 
principle  for  which  the  Reformers  had  been  contending  for  many 
years.     My    friend    strongly    urged   upon    mc    to    undertake    the 
publication  of  a  journal,  which  should  be  the  exjjonent  of  the  views 
which  had  long  been  held  by  the  Reformers  of  Ujjper  Canada.    The 
result  of  that  conversation  was  that  I  entered  at  once  into  commu- 
nication with  a  very  deserving  Irish  Roman  Catholic,  named  Michael 
Reynolds,  who  was  then  out  of  employment,   but  who  had  been 
foreman  in  the  old  Correspondent.     I  found  Mr.  Reynolds  ready 
to  undertake  the  management  of  the  mechanical  department  of  the 
proposed  newspajjcr,  and  I  lost  no  time  in  despatching  him  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  purchased  a  press  and  types  adequate  for  a  weekly  paper, 
which  in  those  days  was  the  utmost  I  could  venture  on.     There  was 
then,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  no  daily  newspaper  in  Toronto, 
and  but  one  tri-weekly  and  one  semi-weekly,  the  others  being  weekly. 
Early    in    July    the    first    number    of   the    Examiner   made    its 
appearance,  with  the  motto  "  Responsible  Government,"  to  which 
was  added  in  the  course  of  two  months,  "  and  the  Voluntary  Principle." 
The   first   page  had  for  some  months  three  extracts,  which  were 
intended  to  explain  the  principles  which  it  was  intended  to  advocate. 
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Twortcre  from  a  speech  hj  ...jiit.-(ii)Vcrnor  Simtoc,  and  are  worth 
reprochK  iiig,  as  they  were  often  lited  by  the  old  Reformers  as  a 
justification  of  their  demand  for    Responsil)le  (lovemment.     I.ieut.- 
(lovernor  Simcoe,  in  his  opening  address  to  the  first  I'arliament  of 
Upper  Canada,  said  : — "  I   liave  summoned  you  tf»j{etlier  under  the 
"  authority  of  an  act  of  the  I'arliament  of  (Ireat   Hritain  passed  last 
"  year,  which  has  established  the  British  Ccjnstitution  and  all  the 
"  foims  which  secure  aad  maintain  it  in  this  distant  country.  *  *  * 
"  At  this  juncture  I  jjarticularly  recommend  to  you  to  explain  that 
"  this  Province    is  singularly  blessed,  not  with  a  mutilated    Con- 
"  stitution,    but    with    a    Constitution  which   has   stood   the   test   of 
"  experience,  and  is  the  very  image  and  transcript  of  that  of  (Ireat 
"  Britain.  "     In  the  leading  article  in  the  first  number,  after  ([noting 
a  i)assage  from  a  rjply  of  Lord  Durham  to  the  Constitutionalists  of 
Quebec,  advising  I  hem  to  lay  aside  all  party  feeling  and  |)olitical 
animosity,  the  ExMiiitier  ])roceeded  tlnis  : — "  We  trust  this  advice 
"  will  be  followed  by  ail  parties  in  this  Province,  and  we  would  urge 
*'  those  Reformers  who,  guiltless  of  any  violation  of  the  laws,  have 
"  been  wantonly  opjjressed  and  insulted  for  the  last  six  months,  to 
"  forget   their   injuries,   and    repose    confidence    in    the    illustrious 
"  individual,  to  whom  the  government  of  these  Provinces  has  been 
"  entrusted.  "     in   the   very   first  ninnber  of  the  Examiner  I  had 
to  condemn  the  violence  of  the  demi-official  press  towards  the  United 
States.     It  seems  hardly  credible  in   the  present  day  that  in  July, 
1838,    the   Toronto    Patriot,  then  the    recognized    organ    of    the 
Government,   was  assuring  its  readers    that   "  war  with   the  United 
"  States  is  inevitable,  and  it  will  be  no  common  war,  but  a  war  of 
"  extermination.  "     It  added  that,  "  to  involve  in  the  fate  of  Sodom 
"  and  Gomorrah,  Buffalo,  Detroit,  Rochester  and  Oswego,  would  be 
"  as  easy  as   falling   off  a   horse.  "     In   the   first   number   of  the 
"  Examiner  I  said : — "  It  is  with  the  utmost  horror  that  we  see  it 
"  constantly  proclaimed,  in  the  demi-official  journal  of  this  city,  that 
"  there  must  be  war,  and  war  to  extermination.  "     I  then  warned 
the  advocates  of  war  of  its  uncertainties,  and,  admitting  that  any 
argument  of  mine  to  prove  the  good  faith  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  only  lead  to  my  being  designated  a  traitor,  I   quoted 
extracts  from  the  London  Quarterly  Review  to  a  similar  effect. 

To  Lord  Durham's  administration  I  gave  a  cordial  support  in 
the  Examiner,  and  I  deeply  lamented  the  sudden  termination  of 
his  important  mission.     That  he  exceeded  his  strictly  legal  powers  is 
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beyond  doul)t,  l)ut  it  is  equally  ccilaiii  lluU  in  doing  so  he  adopted 
the  wisest   policy  that  could  have  been  ])ursued  under  the  circum- 
stances.    To  have  declared  a  general  amnesty  to  all  who  had  taken 
part   in  the    rebellion    in    Lower  Canada,  and  especially  after  the 
executions   in  Upper  Canada,  would   have   been    impossible,  and   it 
has  never  been  pretended  that  there  was  any  undue  severity  exercised 
towarils  those,  who  had  been  taken  prisoners,  when  in  arms  against 
the   Cloverunient.     The   banislnnent   to    llermuda   coukl   only  have 
been   looked  on  as  a   tem])orary   punishment,  much   milder,  indeed, 
than   mcarceration    in  the  i\[ontreal   gaol,  but   the   truth   is  that   the 
ojtponents  of  Lord    Durham  as  an    Imperial   statesman,   seized  the 
op[)ortunity  of  embarrassing  the  Clovernment,  and  of  mortifying  a 
formidable    adversary.     About    that    time,    the    late    Dr.     Ryerson 
engaged  in  a   controversy  with   Mr.  .Vttorney-Cieneral  Hagerman,  on 
the  subject  of  the  virtual  banishment  of  Mr.  IJidwell,  the  ex-S|)eaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly.     'I'l^ere  was  an   impression  at  the  lime, 
that  Lord  (denelg  had  instructed  Sir  Francis   Head  to  appoint  Mr. 
J^idwell  a  judge,  and  that  his  refusal  to  do  so  was  the  cause  of  his 
di.smiss.ll.     1   was  surprised  to   notice  in  a  recent   work,  "  'I'he  Slory 
of  My   Life,"  that  this  error  had  not   been  corrected.     1   think  it 
important  that,  for  the  sake  of  historical  accuracy,  I  should  submit 
the   statement  of   Dr.    Ryerson,  together  with   extracts  from    Lord 
Glenelg's   despatch.       Dr.  Kyerson  probably  wrote  according  to  the 
impression  which  prevailed  at   the  lime,  and  may  either  not  have 
seen  lA)rd  Glenelg's  despatches,  (though  that  is  hardly  probable.)  or 
may  have  omitted  to  correct  his  notes.     The  statement  made  on  the 
authority  of  various  i)ai)ers  and  letters  left  by  Dr.  Ryerson,  contains 
the  following  passages  :     "  Lord  (Uenelg,  in  a  desj)atch,  directed  Sir 
"  F.  B.  Head  to  api)oint  Mr.    Hidwell    to  a   judgeship   on  the   first 
"  vacancy.      Sir  ¥.  B.  Head  refused  to  do    so,   for  which   he  was 
"  recalled,  and  Sir  George  .\rthur  was  appointed  in  his  jilace."     Lord 
Glenclg,  in   his  despatch  of  the  24lh  November,  1S37,  accei)ting  Sir 
F.   B.   Head's  resignation,  wrote:  "If,  however,  the   only  practical 
"  ground  of  difference  between  you  and  me  had  i)een  the  promotion  of 
"  Mr.  Hidwell,  I  should  have  been  anxious,  for  the  present  at  least, 
"  to  defe"  to  the  strong  o])inion  which  you  have  exjiressed  against  my 
"  recommendation.     Mr.  Jiidwell    had   certainly   no  claim  of  strict 
'•  right  to  the  promotion  in  tj^uestion.     Kvery  selection  of  that  kind  is 
"  an  act  of  discretionary  authority,  in  which  the  Government  is  not 
"  only  at  liberty,  but    is  bound,  to  weigh  all  conllicting  prudential 
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"  consick'rations  on  either  side  ;  and  whatever  may  have  been  my  views 
''  respeetinij  Mr.   Hidwell's  appointment,   I  do  not  serujile  to  achnit 
"  that   if  I  had  had  to  make  my  choice  between  the  execution  of 
'•  that    pnr])ose  and  your  continuance  in  office,   I  should  not  have 
•*  hesitated    to    ])refer    the    latter   alternative."    Lord   (llenelii;   then 
jiroceeds:    "  But  Mr.  Ridout's  case   is    of  a  different  complexion." 
After  stating  that  case  at  length,  l,ord  (llenelg  proix-eds  :     "I   have 
"  entered  on  the   i)receding  statement  as  necessary  to  exi)lain,  and 
"  justify  the  very  material  fact  which  !  am  desirous  to  record.     'That 
'•  ficl  is,  that  the  instructions,  which  you  now  refuse  to  obey,  do  not 
"  direct  Mr.  Ridout's  reinstatement.     In  the  exercise  of  the  authority 
"  with  which  I  was  invested,  I  directed  you  to  place  a  judge  whom 
'•  you  had  dismissed  from  office,  in  possession  of  the  grounds  of  that 
"  very  grave  jirocceding,  before  I  could  confirm  his  removal.     I  called 
"  on  you  to  render  him  that  measure  of  justice,  which  the  humblest 
"  member  of  society  is  entitled  to  demand,  by  making  known  to  him 
"  what  were  the  reasons  on  which  the  representative  of  his  sovereign 
"  had  sentenced  him  to    legradation  and  punishment.     This  is  the 
'■  instruction  which  you  meet  with  a  direct  and  jiositive  refusal."     The 
despatch  then  adverts  to  other  parts  of  Sir  !'".  H.  Head's  despatch,  in 
which  he  discloses  opinions  hostile  to  the  policy  of  the  Colonial  office, 
and    ])roceeds  : — "You    have    accomi>anied    this  disclosure   with   a 
"  j)ositive  refusal  to  carry  my  instructions  into  effect,  in  a  case  in  which 
"  that  refusal  involves  not  only  disobedience  to  my  directions,   but 
"  actual  injustice  to  an  indivichial  who  has  appealed  to  me  for  redress." 
I  may  add  that  Lord  Glenelg's  jirevious  des|)atch,  of  14th  July,  was 
in  rei)ly  to  one  of  .Sir  ¥.  !>.  Head's,  in  which,  after  recommending  three 
judicial  ap])ointments,  and  also  ATessrs.   Hagerman   and  Draper  as 
Attorney  and  Soiicitor-General,  he  exiiressed  his  "  unfeigned  regret  " 
at  being  unable  to  recommend  Mr.  IJidwell,  admitting  that  his  legal 
acquirements  were  superior  to  at  least  one  of  those  nominated,   but 
im])uting  disloyalty  to  him,  and  stating  that  "  to  elevate  Mr.  Bidwell  to 
''  the  bench  would  dejjrive  me  of  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
"  country."     Lord  (ilenelg,  while  confirming  the  a])pointments  of  the 
judges  nominated,  felt  it  necessary  to  rei)ly  to  Sir  F.  H.  Head's  remarks 
on  Mr.  Bidwell,  and  while  admitting  that  he  had  felt  bound  to  defer  to 
his    judgment    in    the    present  instance,  pointed  out  that  as   Mr. 
Hidwell  had  withdrawn  from  political  strife,  he  could  not  think  that  any 
past  ])olitical  ojjjiosition  to  the  Government  should  be  a  barrier  to 
his  future  advancement.     He  then  stated  that  in  case  another  vacancy 
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should  occur  .'t  was  the  wish  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
situation  should  be  offered  to  Mr.  Bidwell.  No  vacancy  had  occur- 
red, but  in  replying  to  Lord  Glenclg,  Sir  F.  B.  Head  informed  him 
that  he  would  never  a])point  Mr.  Bidwell,  and  that  he  would  hold  no 
further  communication  with  Mr.  Ridout.  It  must  be  sufficiently 
clear  that  it  was  Mr.  Ridout's  case  that  led  Lord  Glenelg  to  accept 
the  resignation. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  I  shall  venture  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  principal  reference  to  him  in  Dr.  Hodgins' 
work,  "  The  Story  of  My  Life."  I  feel  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  a  valued 
friend  to  defend  his  memory  from  what  I  feel  assured  is  unintentional 
misrepresentation  caused  by  the  biographer's  devotion  to  Dr.  Ryerson. 
1  think  that  great  injustice  was  done  to  Mr.  Bidwell,  and  it  is  satis- 
factory to  me  to  know  that  the  crowning  act  of  injustice  was 
condemned  as  strongly  by  Dr.  Ryerson,  as  by  the  warmest  of  Mr. 
Bidwell's  friends.  As  a  politician,  Mr.  Bidwell  was  consistent 
throughout  his  whole  public  career.  His  biographer  will  scarcely 
venture  to  assert  as  much  for  Dr.  Ryerson,  who  on  more  than  one 
occasion  acted  in  concert  with  his  elder  brother  John,  whom  he  him- 
self describes  as  "  a  life-long  Conservative."  In  the  "  Story  of  My 
Life,"  a  number  of  extracts  from  Mr.  Bidwell's  letters  are  published, 
commencing  in  1S28  and  closing  in  1839.  Up  to  1833  Mr.  Bidwell 
wrote  tu  Ur.  Ryerson  in  the  most  friendly  terms,  such  as  "  I  sincerely 
thank  you  for  your  congratulations  on  my  elevation  to  the  Speaker- 
ship." *  t'  "To  you  and  your  brother  (Rev.  William  Ryerson), 
"  the  Province  owes  a  large  debt  of  gratitude."  In  1833,  "We  have 
<'  heard  with  pleasure  of  your  safe  arrival  in  England,  and  pleasing 
"  indeed  this  has  been  to  your  many  friends  in  the  Province,  whose 
"  prayers,  good  wishes,  and  friendly  recollections,  have  accompanied 
"  you  across  the  Atlantic."  No  subsccjuent  letter  was  noticed  by  the 
biographer  until  1838,  after  Mr.  Bidwell's  voluntary  exile.  In  April, 
1838,  Mr.  Bidwell  wrote:  "  If  my  misfortunes  shall  be  the  means  of 
"  recovering  a  friendship  which  I  once  enjoyed,  and  always  prized,  I 
"  shall  feel  not  a  little  reconriled."  In  a  note  to  the  foregoing  para- 
graph the  biograi)her  undertakes  to  explain  the  loss  of  friendship  by 
citing  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  Ryerson's  to  his  brother  John, 
the  "life-long  Conservative,"  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Bidwell  "during 
"  the  last  few  years  had  acted  more  after  a  worldly  policy,  common  to 
"  politicians,  and  had  therefore  partly  laid  himself  open  to  the  censure 
"  which  he  has  received."  This  extract  has  led  me  to  notice  the  subject 
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and  to  defend  the  memory  of  my  friend.  Mr.  Eidwcll's  correspon- 
dence ceased  with  his  congratulations  on  Dr.  Ryerson's  safe  arrival 
in  England,  whither  he  went,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  Mr.  ]5idwell 
and  of  his  fellow  Reformers  in  Upper  Canada.  Soon  after  the 
celebrated  "  Impressions  "  were  j)ublished,  and  when  Sir  Francis 
Head  brought  about  the  crisis  of  1836,  the  great  majority  of  the 
Methodists  abandoned  the  Reform  cause,  as  they  did  in  1844  in  the 
Metcalfe  crisis  under  the  same  influence.  I  have  already  ])ointed 
out  that  the  Methodists  virtually  held  the  balance  of  power  in  Upper 
Canada.  Mr.  Eidwell's  colleague  in  Lennox  and  Addington  was 
Mr.  Peter  Perry,  who,  when  Mr.  Bidwell  occupied  the  Speaker's 
chair,  acted  as  leader  of  the  Reform  party  in  the  House,  and  was 
addressed  as  such  by  Mr.  Baldwin  during  the  session  of  1836.  After 
the  publication  of  the  "  Impressions  "  the  Rev.  John  Ryerson,  the 
"  life-long  Conservative,"  wrote  to  his  brother  Egerton,  then  in  London, 
"  Political  things  are  looking   very  favorable  at  the  i)resent  time." 

*  >|:  "  The  correctness  of  your  views  and  statements  are  now 
"  universally  acknowledged,  and  your  defamers  deserted  by  all  candid 
"  men."  *  jh  "  The  extremists  of  the  radical  party  are  going  down 
"  headlong.  May  a  gracious  Providence  speed  them  on  their  journey." 
Of  course  the  Reformers  were  exasperated  at  the  publication  of  the 
"  Impressions,"  and  Mr.  Perry,  as  leader  in  the  House,  did  not  con- 
ceal his  ojjinions.  To  him  Dr.  Ryerson  replied  in  a  letter  which  Dr. 
Hodgins  states  was  "reprinted  as  an  election  fly-sheet  headed  'Peter 
"  Perry  picked  to  pieces  by  Egerton  Ryerson,' "  and  this  was  circulated 
broadcast  in  the  counties  of  Lennox  and  Addington,  and  the  result 
was  the  rejection  of  Messrs.  Bidwell  and  Perry  in  the  election  of 
1836.  This  was  the  real  cause  of  the  coolness,  and  when,  in  1838, 
Mr.  Ryerson  came  out  as  the  defender  of  the  character  of  Mr. 
Bidwell,  that  gentleman  expressed  himself  in  the  terms  cited  above. 
I  leave  impartial  readers  to  judge,  on  whom  should  rest  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  broken  friendship. 

The  circumstances  of  Mr.  Bidwell's  expatriation  ought  to  be  placed 
on  record.  After  his  rejection,  in  1836,  by  the  electors  of  Lennox 
and  Addington,  through  the  influence  of  Dr.  Ryerson  as  I  have 
explained,  Mr.  Bidwell  entirely  withdrew  from  public  life,  and 
devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  ceased  attend- 
ing public  meetings,  and  when  elected,  without  his  knowledge  or 
consent,  as  a  delegate  to  the  proposed  convention  in  1837,  ^^ 
positively  refused  to  act.     It  will  be  perceived,  by  one  of  the  extracts 
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that  I  have  quoted  from  a  despatch  of  Lord  Glenelg's,  tliat  his 
withdrawal  from  ])oHtical  strife  was  a  fact  known  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  that  his  admitted  quaHfications  for  the  bench  had 
led  to  the  Secretary  of  State  adopting  the  unusual  course  of  directing 
that  he  should,  on  the  first  o])portunity,  be  raised  to  the  bench. 
Such  was  Mr.  Bidwell's  position  when  the  rebellion  of  1837  ^^o'' 
place,  and  he  was  almost  immediately  api)lied  to  by  the  Government 
to  accompany  Mr.  Baldwin  on  his  mission  to  the  rebel  camp.  Mr. 
Bidwell  declined  to  interfere  in  any  way,  and  it  was  then  that  Dr. 
Rolph  was  requested  to  take  his  place.  After  the  dispersion  of  the 
rebels.  Sir  P'rancis  Koad,  who  had  a  deep  interest  in  compromising 
Mr.  Bidwell,  sent  for  that  gentleman,  and  recommended  him  to  leave 
the  Province,  which  he  was  disinclined  to  do,  until  he  was  plainly 
told  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  that  if  he  remained  it  .vould  be  out 
of  his  power  to  protect  him.  Those  who  lived  in  those  times  can 
alone  appreciate  the  effect  of  such  a  threat.  There  was,  at  the  time, 
literally  a  reign  ot  terror  in  Toronto  and  its  vicinity.  It  was  enough 
to  be  known  as  a  Reformer  to  render  a  person  liable  to  incarceration 
in  gaol.  Mr.  Bidwell  was  glad  to  be  permitted  to  retire  in  peace  to 
New  York,  where  he  was  at  once  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  where  he 
soon  obtained  a  practice  which  enabled  him  to  live  in  comfort  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  1  frequently  saw  him  in  New  York  in  after 
years,  and  was  proud  of  his  friendship. 
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POLITICAL    QUESTIONS. 

DuRiNC.  tlic  i)criod  that  I  conducted  the  Toronto  Examiner  the 
prominent  subjects  with  which  I  had  to  de.il  were  Responsible 
Government  and  the  Secularization  of  the  Clergy  Reserves.  I  learn 
from  Dr.  Hodgins'  "  Story  of  My  Life  "  that  the  late  Dr.  Ryerson, 
after  being  re-elected  editor  of  the  Christian  GnarJian,  at  the 
Methodist  Conference  of  1838,  published  his  first  editorial  on  the 
nth  July  of  tliat  year,  while  the  first  number  of  the  Toronto 
Examiner  appeared  on  the  3rd  of  the  same  month.  For  a  time  the 
two  journals  were  on  terms  of  amity.  I  republished  Dr.  Ryer- 
son's  letters  in  defence  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  and  several  other  contributions 
from  his  pen,  being  fully  convinced  that  the  influence  which  had 
once  been  so  jjowerful  in  aid  of  the  Reform  party,  and  the  with- 
drawal of  which  had  led  to  its  defeat  in  1836,  would  be  a  powerful 
auxiliary  to  the  Reform  cause.  In  November,  1838,  an  able  letter, 
dated  on  the  5th  of  that  month,  was  i)ublished  in  the  Christian 
Guardian,  which  was  copied  in  the  Examiner  with  the  following 
remarks  :  "  This  letter  has  been  very  generally  read,  and  with  the 
"  greatest  satisfaction.  We  know  not  whether  to  admire  most  the 
"  eloquent  language  in  which  it  is  couched,  or  the  truth  and  soundness 
"  of  its  argument.  We  know  not  if  there  is  a  party  in  this  Province 
"  of  any  strength  who  want  more  than  Mr.  Ryerson  advocates,  but 
"  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  say  that  we  are  not  of  the  number.  We 
"  feel  fully  persuaded  that  if  there  was  an  entire  abolition  of  High 
"  Church  domination,  and  a  perfect  religious  and  political  equality 
"  among  all  denominations  of  Christians,  and  if  the  Government  was 
"  administered  as  much  in  accordance  with  the  general  wishes  of  the 
"  country  as  it  is  in  England  and  the  United  States,  that  treason 
"  and  rebellion  would  L  ■  unknown  in  our  Province,  and  as  a  neces- 
"  sary  consequence  foreign  sympathy  would  also  cease."  I  shall 
furnish  proof  that  the  subsequent  controversies  which  took  place 
between  Dr.  Ryerson  and  myself  were  not  owing  to  any  change 
of  opinion  on  my  part.  In  1838  there  was  entire  cordiality  between 
us,  and  when  Lord   Durham's  report  appeared   I   had   reason   to 
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believe  that  it  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  Dr.  Ryersnii.  Dr.  Ryerson 
published  ill  the  Christian  Guardians  letter  to  Mr.  Draper  of  which 
the  following  is  the  greater  portion  : 

From    the    Christian    Guardian, 

EXTRACT    FROM   THE    REV.    EGERTON    RVERSON's   LETTER   TO    MR.    DRAI-ER. 

I  now  ])iocec(l  to  examine  the  proposition  in  favour  of  ap]iro])riiUinj;  tlie  Clergy 
Reserves  to  different  classes  of  Clergy. — This  proposition  ami  that  of  (li\  iding 
the  Reserves  amongst  the  various  religious  denominations  are  generally  treated 
and  viewed  as  one  and  the  same  ;  but  they  are  essential!}'  different — and  that  dif- 
ference should  be  distinctly  marked.  The  one  makes  the  C/ergy  of  the  denomina- 
tions specified  the  individual  objects  of  those  Ijegislative  grants,  and  rerpiires 
this  specific  clerical  application  of  those  grants  as  a  condition  of  participation  in 
them.  The  other  proposition  makes  the  collective  religious  communities,  or 
rather  the  several  forms  of  religious  faith,  the  objects  of  those  grants,  -leaving  to 
the  wishes  and  constituted  authority  of  each  community  the  discretionary  appli- 
cation of  them,  cither  to  clerical  support  or  to  any  other  reliijious  or  educational 
objects  within  the  range  of  their  general  operations.  According  to  tlie  latter  of 
these  propositions,  the  equal  rights  and  the  equal  liberties  and  interests  of  all  de- 
nominations may  be  secured  ;  the  peculiarities  and  wishes  of  each  denomination 
may  be  equally  consulted  ;  and  the  interests  of  religion  and  education  may  be 
promoted.  liut  whether  these  interests,  upon  such  a  ]ilan,  will  be  equally  ad- 
vanced as  they  would  be  upon  a  defined  plan  of  general  education,  confining  the 
entire  Clergy  Reserve  appropriation  to  its  promotion,  is  a  ([uestion — a  question 
which  involves  a  distinct  and  grave  enquiry. — At  present  my  observations  will  be 
directed  against  the  proposition  to  appropriate  and  confine  the  proceeds  of  the  Re- 
serves to  the  clergy  of  several  denominations.  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  whether 
few  or  many  classes  of  Clergy  be  included,  as  my  remarks  will  be  directed  against 
the  scheme  itself,  irrespective  of  the  number  of  parties  proposed  to  be  included  in  it. 
But  a  very  important  question  arises  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the  ]iroposition  in 
which  it  has  been  recommended  to  include  the  Roman  Catholic  Priesthood.  I 
shall  notice  this  in  its  proper  place. 

First,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  endowment  of  certain  classes  of  the  Protes- 
tant clergy — I  object  to  it  on  several  grounds  : 

1.  It  will,  in  my  opinion,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  be  injurious  to  the  individuat 
interests  of  the  Clergy  themselves.  The  diz'isiliilitv  of  the  general  appropriation 
would  be  so  largely  to  carry  out  this  scheme,  that  a  small  sum  only  could  be 
afforded  to  each  clerical  claimant  orpensioner, — but  large  enough  to  paralyze  volun- 
tary individual  support  on  the  other  side.  The  common  adage,  "  half  a  loaf  is  better 
than  no  bread  "  would  be  found  a  solecism  to  the  sorrow  of  many  a  "  half  a  loaf" 
recipient.  The  government  bounty  would  not  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  loaf  at  best, 
and  would  result,  in  very  many  cases,  in  a  disproportionate  diminution  of  the 
other  three  parts  of  the  loaf. 

2.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  feelings  and  character  of  a  majority  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, as  well  as  a  virtual  legislation  to  exclude  them.  None  but  the  Episcopal 
and  a  portion  of  the  Presbyterian  Clergy  have  expressed  a  desire  to  participate  in 
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the  Cleiiry  Reserve  endowment.  I  blame  them  not  for  doinfj  so  ;  they  liave  a 
riglit  to  ilo  so  as  much  as  I  have  a  right  to  do  otherwise,  and  a  claim  to  equal 
sincerity.  But  a  considerable  class  of  Presbyterian  Ministers,  the  Methodist 
Conference,  the  Hajnist  and  Independent  Ministers,  cannot,  it  is  known,  con- 
scientiously  participate  in  any  such  endowment.  Indeed  it  is  known  tliat  both 
the  Baptists  and  Independents  hold  that  the  endowment  of  n/iy  ecclesiastical 
])riesthood  is  inconsistent  with  the  principles  and  genius  of  Christianity.  This  is 
also  the  belief  of  very  nipny  Methodists — prol)ably  a  majority  of  them  in  this 
province.  The  Metliodist  Conference,  however,  has  never  pronounced  the  legisla- 
tive endowment  of  a  church  unscrijitural  and  anti-Christian  in  itself,  but  has  re- 
peatedly stated  tliat  the  support  of  its  members  by  kf^islnthe  endowments  from 
Provincial  funds  is  incompatible  with  the  history  of  Methodism,  inimical  to  the 
interests  of  this  province,  as  well  as  inconsistent  with  the  equal  rights  and  interests 
of  other  religious  denominations  and  the  public  peace  and  welfire.  The  history 
of  Methodism  is  a  practical  commentary  on  the  voluntary  system  ;  and  Cod  forbid 
it  should  ever  do  otherwise  than  walk  in  the  "old  paths"  of  its  hitherto  unri- 
valled success  and  pr(3sperity  !  Now  to  legislate  with  a  professed  view  of  jirovid- 
ing  endowments  for  the  Methodist  and  the  other  classes  of  Cleriry  referred  to,  is 
more  reprehensible  than  a  formal  vote  of  exclusion  against  them,  as  it  would 
savour  of  insincerity  in  the  individuals  who  should  advocate  such  a  measure,  and 
involve  an  imputation  upon  the  integrity  of  religious  communities. 

3.  This  plan  is  founded  upon  a  time-serving  expediency,  and  not  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion  or  public  patriotism.  It  is  not  proposed  on  account  of  the 
pcerty  of  the  peo|)le  ;  for  they  are  much  better  off  now  than  they  were  in  former 
years.  It  is  not  dictated  by  the  moral  destitution  of  the  country  ;  for  there  are 
many  more  Clergy  of  all  denominations  in  the  same  region  of  country  now  than 
there  were  in  former  years.  It  is  not  on  account  of  the  weakness  and /('rtv'/r  of 
the  denominations  for  whom  Clergy  endowments  have  been  proposed  ;  for  the 
7i'(V?/(Y.r/ and /('^;vrf  denominations  are  still  to  be  excluded,  and  only  the  strongest 
and  7cva///iiest  endowed  !  Tiie  poorer  branches  cf  the  great  political  family  are 
cast  off,  and  the  wealthier  branches  are  to  be  pensioned  by  the  state  !  The  reverse 
of  the  laws  of  nature !  Were  these  same  religious  communities  as  few  in  number 
and  as  feeble  in  influence  as  they  were  in  former  years,  and  as  some  of  their 
neighbours  now  are,  they  would  still  be  amongst  the  excluded  ])arties.  It  is  not 
because  their  doctrines,  and  principles,  and  labours  are  different  now  from  what 
they  were  formerly,  but  simply  because  they  possess  greater  numbers  and  influ- 
ence. What  is  this,  but — in  the  sight  of  the  sun — making  the  Christian  religion 
a  tool  of  State  policy,  and  converting  its  ministers  into  executive  functionaries  ! 

4.  This  plan  will  not,  after  all,  accomplish  any  one  good  end.  Whatever  may 
be  the  apparent  advantages  connected  with  it,  they  will  be  found  illusory  when 
put  to  the  test  of  experiment,  in  regard  both  to  general  Christian  unity  and  in- 
struction. Dr.  Paley  places  the  difficulties  connected  with  any  plan  of  endowing 
several  classes  of  clergy  in  so  clear  a  light  that  I  cannot  do  better  than  cite  his 
own  words  : 

"  The  only  plan  which  seems  to  render  t  legal  maintenance  of  a  clergy  prac- 
ticable, without  the   legal  preference  of  one  sect  of  Christians  to  others,  is  that  of 
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an  experiment  which  is  said  to  be  attempted  or  designed  in  some  of  the  new 
states  of  America.  Tiie  nature  of  tlie  plan  is  thus  described  : — A  tax  is  levied 
upon  the  inhabitants  for  tlie  {general  support  of  religion  :  the  collector  of  the  taxes 
goes  round  with  a  register  in  his  hand,  in  which  are  inserted,  at  the  head  of  so 
many  ilisimct  columns,  the  names  of  the  several  religious  sects  that  are  professed 
in  the  country.  The  person  who  is  called  upon  for  the  assessment,  as  soon  as  he 
has  paid  his  ([uota,  subscribes  his  name  and  the  sum  in  which  of  the  columns  he 
pleases  ;  and  the  amount  of  what  is  collected  in  each  column  is  paid  over  to  the 
minister  of  tliat  denomination.  In  this  scheme  it  is  not  left  to  the  option  of  the 
subject  whether  he  will  contribute,  or  how  much  he  will  contribute,  to  the  main- 
tenance of  a  Christian  ministry  ;  it  is  only  reli^rred  to  his  choice  to  determine  l)y 
what  sect  his  contribution  will  be  received.  The  above  arrangement  is  undoubt- 
edly tlie  best  that  has  been  proixised  u])on  tliis  principle  ;  it  bears  the  appearance 
of  liberality  and  justice  ;  it  may  contain  some  solid  advantages  ;  nevertheless,  it 
labours  under  inconveniences  which  will  be  found,  I  tliink,  upon  trial,  to  over- 
balance all  its  recommendations.  It  is  scarcely  compatible  with  that  which  is 
the  first  requisite  in  an  ecclesiastical  establishment, — division  of  the  country  into 
parishes  of  a  commodious  extent.  If  the  parishes  be  small,  and  Ministers  of  every 
denomination  be  stationed  in  each,  [which  the  plan  seems  to  suppose,]  the  expense 
of  their  maintenance  will  become  too  burthensome  a  charge  for  the  country  to 
support.  If,  to  reduce  the  expense,  the  districts  be  enlarged,  the  place  of  assem- 
bling will  oftentimes  be  too  far  removed  from  the  residence  of  the  persons  who 
ought  to  resort  to  it.  Again,  the  ni,  King  of  the  pecuniary  success  of  the  different 
teachers  of  religion  to  depend  on  the  number  and  wealth  of  their  respective  follow- 
ers, would  naturally  generate  strifes  and  indecent  jealousies  amongst  them :  as 
well  as  produce  a  polemical  and  proselytizing  spirit,  founded  in  or  mixed  with  views 
of  private  gain,  which  would  both  deprave  the  principles  of  the  clergy,  and  dis- 
tract the  country  with  endless  contentions." 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  the  experiment  to  which  Archdeacon  Paley  refers  has 
been  tried  in  the  New  England  States,  and  failed.  In  my  opinion  there  is  no 
medium,  upon  rational  and  equitable  grounds,  between  the  endowment  of  one 
body  of  clergy  or  no  clerical  endowments  at  all.  If  the  population  congregated 
in  a  country  is  such  in  its  varied  religious  opinions  as  to  render  the  exclusive  en- 
dowment of  any  one  class  of  clergy  unadvisable  and  impracticable,  other  mediums, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  than  clerical  endowments  should  be  sought  and  employed 
by  government  for  communicating  religious  and  moral  instruction  to  the  people. 

5.  Hitherto  I  have  not  noticed  the  proposition  as  including  the  Roman  Catholic 
priesthood,  altho'  my  arguments  are  of  general  application.  But  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  proposition  when  viewed  in  this  connexion  which  is  well  worthy  of  a 
distinct  and  serious  consideration.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  priest- 
hood is  entitled  to  equal  protection  with  the  Episcopal,  or  Methodist,  or  Presby- 
terian priesthood  ;  I  believe  every  Roman  Catholic  should  be  equally  protected 
in  his  faith  and  worship  with  every  Protestant.  Yet  am  I  not  indifferent  to  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  religiously  (I  don't  say  politically^  dangerous  errors  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  any  more  than  a  sincere  disciple  of  the  Romish  faith  is  indiffer- 
ent to  what  he  conceives  to  be  the  fatal  errors  of  Protestantism.     As  a  statesman, 
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and  as  a  member  of  an  enlightened  and  iinparlial  government,  I  conceive  it  is 
your  duty  to  show  no  favour  to  Iler  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  that  is  not 
equally  shown  to  Her  Majesty's  Catholic  subjects.  ]3ut,  sir,  the  character  of 
Christian  is  not  to  be  lost  in  that  of  politician;  nor  are  ihe /•rimi/'/cs  cf  J'lottst.iu- 
tisiii  to  be  absorbed  in  the  policy  of  the  stu/ru/iaii.  It  is  one  thing  to  extend 
equal  and  impartial  protection  to  all  forms  of  religious  faith  ;  it  is  another  thing 
to  be  a  party  to  the  endowment  of  them.  It  is  one  thing  to  protect  I'npery 
equally  with  Protestantisni  ;  it  is  another  tiling  to  endow  it  as  part  of  the  religion 
of  the  State.  In  the  one  ease  equal  and  impartial  law  is  administered;  in  the 
other  case  Protestantism  is  compromised,  and  that  which  lies  at  the  very  fininda- 
tion  of  the  British  C<msiitution — that  which  placed  the  present  Royal  Family  on 
the  Throne  of  Englaiul — that  for  which  a  Cranmer,  a  Latimer,  a  Ridley,  chose 
the  flames  of  martyrdom  rather  than  a  life  of  compromise — is  sacriliced  upon  the 
altar  of  political  expediency.  I  have  viewed  with  deep  concern  the  grants  which 
have  of  late  years  been  made  by  the  Crown  to  the  Roman  (.  atholie  jiriesthood  ; 
but  I  and  others  have  said  nothing,  because  the  funds  out  of  which  those  grants 
have  been  made  are  the  rightful  property  of  the  Crown,  and  we  regard  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown  as  sacred  as  the  rights  of  the  subject.  I  have  sought  all 
possible  means  to  avoid  the  notice  of  this  point  in  the  present  discussion  ;  but 
after  many  months  serious  reflection,  and  a  careful  re-examination  of  the  most 
imjiortant  periods  of  British  history,  I  feel  that  silence  would  be  a  disgraceful 
pusillanimity — a  criminal  dereliction  of  duty. 

If  a  measure  of  clerical  appropriation  and  division  of  the  Reserves  be  brought 
forward,  I  have  good  reason  to  know  that  the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood  are  to 
be  included  in  one  of  four  ways — by  enactment,  by  legislative  recommendation, 
by  jnivate  understan  iing,  or  by  some  other  equivalent.  In  eaeli  case 
the  morality,  the  object  of  the  policy  is  the  same;  the  diflerence  is  only  in  the 
manner  of  carrying  it  out.  If  the  endowments  are  for  State  purposes,  then  be  it 
known  and  understood  that  one-seventh  of  the  Province  is  appropriated  to  certain 
priesthoods  in  order  to  enable  the  government  to  maintain  its  existence  and  influ- 
ence, and  that  these  priesthoods  are  political  agents  for  that  purpose.  If  not, — if 
the  endowments  are  made  for  purposes  of  religious  instruction,  then  must  reli- 
gious principles  be  the  rule  and  standard  of  appropriation.  I  ask  how  then  can 
a  Protestant  Clnirchman,  with  the  Prayer-Book  and  Homilies  in  his  hand,  and  the 
Protestant  Presbyterian  with  his  Confession  of  h'aith,  and  Protestants  of  all  classes 
with  the  facts  of  British  history  before  them,  vote  for  the  cndcnmuott  of  \.\\z ptipacv  f 
James  II.  had  not  gone  so  far  as  even  to  admit  the  propriety  of  endowing  Popery  in 
connexion  with  Protestantism,  when  he  wasjield  to  have  forfeiteil  the  Crown  and 
deposed  as  a  traitor  to  the  Protestant  Constitution  of  the  kingdom.  I  stoji  not  to 
ask  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong;  but  I  assert  it  as  a  fact  that  no  man  can  be  true 
to  the  British  Constitution,  and  advocate  the  endowment  of  Popery.  Is  the  blow 
to  be  struck  at  the  root  of  Protestantism  in  the  British  Empire  by  I'ppL'r  Canadian 
legislation  ?  Is  the  Protestant  shield  and  buckler  to  be  wrested  from  us  by  act  of 
Parliament  or  colonial  executive  policy  ?  For  when  Popery  is  selected  and  en- 
dowed, and  thereby  consecrated  by  Government,  as  a  medium  of  communicating 
religious  instruction,  the   moral  influence  of  the  GuvciiiiueiiL  adds  a  sanction  to 
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the  assumptions  of  papal  infiillibility,  and  the  influence  of  Protestant  argument 
and  truth  will  be  proportionally  weakened  and  frowneil  upon.  The  tithe-op- 
pressed Catholics  of  Ireland  and  their  proscribed  ])riests  will  have  a  premium  for 
coming  to  Canada — the  religion  of  the  one  being  a  passport  to  favour  and  office, 
and  the  profession  of  the  other  a  warrant  for  endowment — while  Protestants  of  the 
United  Kingdom  will  have  an  ado'tional  inducement  for  emigrating  to  the  U.  S., 
— the  badge  of  a  recommendation  to  Court  patronage  in  Upper  Canada  ;  and  the 
Protestants  in  Upper  Canada  will  at  no  distant  day  be  in  a  minority,  like  those  in 
L.  C.  JiCt  the  facilities  and  encouragement  for  the  education  of  Catholic 
youth  be  equal  with  those  for  the  education  of  Protestant  youth, — 
let  the  Catholic  faith  be  equally  protected  v\ith  the  several  forms  of  Pro- 
testant faith, — let  Protestants  and  Catholics  be  united  in  the  maintenance  of  that 
form  of  Go\ernment  to  which  they  are  equally  attached  and  liy  which  they  are 
equally  protected,  and  in  promoting  wise  and  useful  legislation  in  which  they  are 
equally  interested  ;  but  in  respect  to  that  faith  which  they  both  profess  to  believe 
is  revealed  from  heaven  and  enforced  by  the  sanctions  of  eternity,  let  there  be 
no  compromise  of  principle  on  either  side.  Let  the  truth — '•  the  word  of  God 
— the  sword  of  the  Spirit  " — have  free  course,  and  it  will  triumph  and  be  glorified. 
There  is,  as  far  as  1  know,  but  one  example  of  the  endowment  of  both  the  Romish 
and  Protestant  Priesthoods  by  the  same  government — that  is  in  France,  where 
the  Christian  priesthood  is  despised  as  a  mere  creature  of  State  policy,  and  where 
is  witnessed  a  nation  of  fornicators,  deists  and  atheists. 

My  conclusion  therefore  is,  that  as  no  one  church  embraces  a  sufficiently  large 
portion  of  the  population  to  justify  the  exclusive  endowment  of  its  clergy, — as 
the  endowment  of  more  than  one  class  of  clergy  in  the  same  country  is  clearly 
invidious,  anti-British,  unprincipled  and  impracticable,  the  Reserves  should  not  be 
appropriated  to  the  endowment  of  any  priesthood,  but  for  purposes  benolicial  to 
all  classes  of  the  population. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  humble  servant, 

EGERTON  RYERSON. 

Toronto,  Feb.  i8,  1889. 


In  November,  1839,  ^'^^-  Poultitt  Thomson,  who  had  been 
appointed  Lord  Durham's  successor,  assumed  the  administration  in 
Upper  Canada,  his  chief  object  having  been  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  Legislature  to  the  union  of  the  two  Provinces.  A  bill  passed  in 
the  previous  session,  the  object  of  which  was  to  re-invest  the  Clergy 
Reserves  in  the  Crown,  had  been  recently  disallowed  by  the  Imperial 
Government,  and  Mr.  Thomson  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  it  was  most  desirable  that  this  question  should  be 
finally  disposed  of  prior  to  the  Union.  He  accordingly  caused  a 
bill  to  be  introduced,  the  principle  of  which  was  that  the  revenue 
derived  from  the  invested  capital  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  should  be 
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divided ;  that  one-half  should  be  distributed  to  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  Churches,  and  the  other  half  among  such 
other  religious  bodies  as  might  be  willing  to  accejit  it,  for  the 
support  of  religious  instruction.  The  bill  was  at  once  denounced 
by  the  party  of  which  the  Examiner  claimed  to  be  the  organ,  but 
was  as  promptly  accepted  by  Dr.  Ryerson  on  behalf  of  the  Metho- 
dists, for  reasons  which  are  given  in  his  own  language  in  the  "  Story 
of  My  Life."  He  inferred  from  the  Governor's  message  that  "the 
"  hopelessness  of  success  in  any  further  attempts  to  get  the  annual 
"  proceeds  of  the  Reserves  appropriated  to  exclusively  secular  objects 
"  is  apparent.  '■'^  *  *  Up  to  tiie  jjresent  time  I  have  employed 
"  my  best  efforts,  by  every  kind  of  argument,  persuasion  and 
"  entreaty,  to  get  the  proceeds  applied  simply  and  solely  to 
"  educational  purposes.  This  is  unattainable,  and  is  rendered  so  by 
"  an  original  provision  of  the  Constitution  (of  1791)  as  stated  by 
"  the  Governor-General."  This  last  statement  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find  any  authority  for,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  Statute  of  1791 
to  justify  it.  In  Lord  Sydenham's  life  it  is  stated  by  his  biographer 
and  secretary  : 

"  The  favorite  scheme  with  the  majority  of  Upper  Canadians  had  long  been  the 
"  application  of  the  Reseives  to  general  education,  and  bills  for  that  purpose  had 
"  been  repeatedly  passed  by  the  Assembly,  but  had  failed  in  the  Legislative  CounciL 
"  To  such  a  measure  Mr.  Poulett  Thomson  was  opposed  :  first,  because  it  would 
"  have  taken  away  the  only  fund  exclusively  devoted  to  purposes  of  religion,  and 
"  secondly  because,  even  if  carried  in  the  Provincial  Legislature,  it  would  evidently 
"not  have  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  He  therefore 
"  entered  into  personal  communication  with  the  leading  individuals  among  the 
"  principal  religious  communities,  and,  after  many  interviews,  succeeded  in  obtain- 
"  ing  their  sujiport  to  a  measure  for  the  distribution  of  the  Reserves  among  the 
"  religious  communities  recognized  by  law,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
"  numbers." 

Dr.  Ryerson  was  one  of  those  who  had  *'  many  interviews  "  with 
the  Governor,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  difficult  to  persuade 
him  to  abandon  the  cause  of  which  he  had  been  the  most  prominent 
champion  since  the  period  of  his  re-elecdon  as  editor  of  the 
Guardian.  Fortunately  for  him,  the  Bill  was  at  once  denounced 
by  the  Bishop  of  Toronto,  so  that  he  had  the  opportunity  of  publicly 
attacking  the  views  of  that  prelate,  who  was  of  course  distrusted  by 
all  shades  of  Liberals.  I  have  quoted  in  his  own  words  the  reasons 
given  by  Dr.  Ryerson  for  again  separating  himself  and  those  who 
were  influenced  by  his  opinions    from  the  great  majority  of  the 
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Reformers.  I  have  already  described  the  state  of  parties  in  Upper 
Caii;ula.  Tlu're  were  of  course  Liberal  I'lpiscopaliaiis  and  Presby- 
terians, and  Conservative  Roman  Catholics,  but  while  the  latter  as  a 
rule  voted  with  the  Liberals,  the  great  majority  of  the  two  former 
bodies  were  Conservatives.  The  Ejjiscopal  Methodists,  Baptists, 
Congregationalists  and  other  smaller  bodies  were,  with  scarcely  an 
exception.  Liberals,  as  were  a  i)ortion  of  the  Wesleyan  .Methodists, 
under  all  circumstances.  My  object  in  again  drawing  alteiuion  to 
this  division  is  that  1  propose  to  give  Dr.  Ryerson's  view  of  the 
state  of  parties  when  (in  1838)  he  resumed  the  editorial  chair  of  the 
Christian  Guardian.  "  \\\  entering  into  this  contest,  therefore, 
"  Dr.  Ryerson  found  that  he  would  have  to  encounter  a  threefold 
"  enemy,  each  section  of  it  able,  resolute  and  inlluential,  especially 
"  that  one  practically  in  j)ossession  of  the  Reserves,  fighting  as  it  was 
"  for  its  very  existence,  and  acting  entirely  on  the  defensive."  The 
other  sections  of  the  "  threefold  enemy  "  were  the  "  revolutionary 
party,"  which  was  said  to  have  entertained  towards  him  "bitter  hatred," 
and  which,  had  it  succeeded  in  the  rebellion,  had  threatened  that  their 
"  first  victim  would  be  Kgerton  Ryerson."  The  third  jiarty  of  oppo- 
nents was  "  the  British  Missionary  section  of  the  Methodist  commu- 
nity," who  were  avowedly  hostile  to  Dr.  Ryerson's  views.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  in  the  above  classification  the  existence  of  the  whole 
body  of  Reformers,  apart  from  the  "  revolutionary  party,"  is  completely 
ignored.  Of  course  it  is  jjossible  that  Dr.  Ryerson  fully  relied  on 
them  to  support  him  in  the  course  which  he  had  marked  out  for 
himself,  and  the  files  of  the  Examiner  will  prove  that  so  long  as  he 
adhered  to  the  principles  which  he  had  i)rofessed  in  the  language 
which  I  have  quoted,  I  gave  him  all  the  assistance  in  my  power. 
Among  the  many  articles  published  in  the  Christian  Guardian 
during  the  administration  of  Sir  George  Arthur,  I  find  in  the  "  Story 
of  My  Life  "  the  following  extract  from  the  series  of  letters 
addressed  to  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper,  Solictor-General,  from  one  of 
which  1  have  given  a  long  extract,  which  proves  that  at  the  time  it 
was  written  Dr.  Ryerson  must  have  believed  that  there  was  some 
excuse  for  the  "  revolutionary  party." 

"  I  have  stated  that  the  Government  has  been  administered  for  fourteen  years 
"  in  utter  contempt  of  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  constitutionally,  continually, 
"  and  almost  unanimously  expressed,  through  their  representatives  and  otherwise, 
"  on  a  subject  which  concerns  their  highest  and  best  interests,  and  which,  as  the 
"  history   of  Great    Britain  amply   shows,  has  always  more  deeply  interested 
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«' Hi itish  sulijects  than  any  other.  Sir,  on  the  uns|.eakal)ly  important  subjects 
•'  of  rehtiiun  ami  education  our  cuiistitutioiiai  rit;lit  of  leniNlalion  lias,  l)y  the 
•'  arbitrary  exercise  ami  inlluence  of  executive  power,  l)een  maile  a  mockery,  and 
•«  our  constitutional  lilierlies  a  deception  ;  and  it  i>  to  the  influence  over  the  public 
"  mind  of  tlie  hit;l»  religious  feeling's  and  princijiles  of  those  classes  of  the 
"  poimlation  who  iiav.;  been  so  shamefully  caluiniu.Ued  by  the  Episcopal  Clcr^jy 
"  ;ind  their  party  scribes,  that  the  iniial)itanls  of  Upper  Canada  are  not  doiii^;  in 
'<  1838  what  Knglishmen  did  in  1688,  when  their  feelinjjs  were  outraged  and 
«'  their  constitutional  libjities  infringed,  and  the  privileges  of  Parliament  trampled 
'•  upon,  in  order  to  force  upon  the  nation  a  system  of  religious  domination  svhich 
"  the  great  majority  of  the  people  did  not  desire." 

I  venture  to  submit  that  no  other  interpretation  can  be  plarcxl  on 
the  foregoing  language  than  that  tlie  grievances  of  the  Canachan 
people  in  183S  were  very  similar  to  tiiose  which  induced  the  people 
of  (Ircat  Britain  to  revolt  in   16.S8,  and.  moreover,  that  tiie  cause 
would  have  produceil  a  similar  effect  l)ut  for  tiie  inlluence  e.\eici;>ed 
by  Dr.  Ryerson  and  his  brethren  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Ciunch. 
Ur.    Ryerson   does    not   seem  to  have  reHected  that,  if  the   people 
had  sustained  their  representatives  in   1836,  it  is  highly  imiirobable 
that  there  would  have  been  any  rel)ellion.     No  other  infeience  can 
be  drawn  from  his  own  writings,  both  before  and  after  the  Rebellion, 
than  that  there  was  at  least  just  cause  to  complain  of  the  system  of 
government,  which  on  more  than  one  occasion  he  lent  his  powerful 
aid  to  sustain.     When  the  Clergy  Reserves  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time  the  division  was  28  to  21,  five  of  the   Reform  members  having 
voted  in  the  majority,  all  of  whom  represented  constituencies  east  of 
Brockville.     I  had  a  violent  controversy  with  Dr.  Ryerson  on  what 
I  maintained  to  have  been  his  tergiversation,  and  I  occupied  some 
columns  of  the  Examiner  in  proving  his  inconsistencies  by  extracts 
from  his  own  writings.     If  he  erred,  as   I  have  always  thoaglit  that 
he  did,  in  sui)porting  the  bill  for  dividing  the  revenue  obtained  from 
the  Clergy  Reserves,  he  was  very  soon  severely  punished.     A  pro- 
minent reason,  which  he  gave  for  consenting  to  Lord  Sydenham's 
bill  was,  that  if  the  Legislature  had  concurred  in   a    measure  for 
secularization,  the  House  of  Lords  would  have  addressed  the  Crown 
m  favor  of  its  disallowance.     This  was  actually  the  fate  of  the  bill 
passed  by  the  Upper  Canada  Legislature.     On  its  reaching  England, 
the  Bishop   of   Exeter   brought    the    subject  before  the  House  of 
Lords,   and   succeeded  in  procuring   a    reference   to  the  judges  of 
England,  who  agreed  unanimously  to  a  report  that  "  the  Legislative 
"  Council  and   Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada   have 
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"  cvcoodcd  thoir  authority   in   passinn   tin;   Act   '  to   i)rovi(lo  for  tlie 
"  sale  of  the  I'lcrgy   Reserves  aiul  for  the  thstiihution  of  tlie  pro- 
"  coeds  thereof.  '  "     The   ground  of   this    unanimous  decision   was 
that   the   jxnver  "to  v;iry  or  repeal"  the   provisions  of  the  Act  of 
1:791.  conferred  on  tlie  I'rovineial   Legislature,  was  prospective  only, 
and  ilitl  not  authorize  that  Legislature  to  divert  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  already  sold  from  the  purpose  originally  contemplated.        The 
Imperial  Government  lost  wo  time  in   introducing  a  bill  into  Parlia- 
ment, which   was,  in  accordance  with  the   Provincial  Act,  modilied 
by  the  opinion  of  the  ju-'iges.     That    Act  diviiletl  the   Reserves  into 
two  portions,  those  sokl  before  tl.e   jiassing  of  the   Act,  and  those 
soKl    subseipiently.      The    first    i)ortion    was    divided    between     tlie.^ 
Churches  of  England  anil  Scoilaiul,  both  of  which  were  held  by  the    • 
judges  to  be  the  Protestant  Clergy  contemplated  by  the  Act  of   1791,  • 
while  the  seconil   portion   was  divided   in  accordance  with   the  ])ro- 
visions  of  the  l*rovincial  Act.      It  is  difficult  to  ci)mprelienil  how  the 
Government  could  have  adopted  a   different    course,  esju'ciallv  iiv 
view  of  the  strong  opinion  entertaineil  by  the  t;ovcrnt)r-(ieneral  that 
it  was  most  de.siuible  that  the  question  should  be  settleil  prior  lo  the 
Union.     After  the  annual  meeting  of  the   Methodist   Conference  in 
June,  1S40,  on  which  oc,';;sion   Dr.    Ryerson  ceased  to  be  editor  of 
the  Guardian,  he  went  to  i-'ngland  on  amission  tVom  the  C'onference, 
and  landeil  in  Liver[)ool  on  2jnd  July,      lie  lost  no  time  in  proceed- 
ing to  London,  and  obtaineil  an  interview  with    Lord  John    Russell 
on  the  24th,  the  object  o{  \s\\\c\\  was  to  remonstrate  against  th(.'  bill 
then  before  Parliament,  which  was  saiil  to  be  "  a  forfeiture  of  good 
"  faith  on  the  part  ot    Her  Majesty's  Coverninent,  a  violation  of  the 
"  constitutional    riglits  of   the   inhabitants  i)f    L'piter   Canada,   and 
"  the  cause  of  the    umopularity  of  the    ihitish    (Government  in  that 
"  country."     In    the    dia  y,  from    which   extracts    are    given  in  the 
"Story  of  my  Life,"  Lord  John  Russell's  motive  is  said  to  have  been 
"to  conciliate   the   Pishops,"  antl  there  is  not  a  line  to  indicate  the 
real  cause  of  the  passage  of  the   Imperial  Act,  vi/..,  the   unanimous 
opinion  of  the  judges  of  lOngland.      Had  Dr.  Ryer.son  acted  with  the 
Reformers   in  opposing  the  pas.sage  of  the   Upper  Canada  bill,  he 
would  have  esca[)ed  the  deep  mortification   uhicli    he    underwent 
when  he  found  that  the  cjuestion  had  been  completely  taken    out  of 
the  control  of  the  Canadian    Legislature.     I   may  here  dismiss  for 
the  i)resenl  a  ([uestion  which  many  years  later  was  the  cause  of  bitter 
dissension,  but  which  was  linally  settled  to  Dr.  Ryerson's  own  satis- 
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faction.     1  shall  have  to  treat  it  at  more  length  when  1  diseuss  the 
revived  agitation   regarding  tlie  Clergy   Reserves  between  1S50  and 

1854. 

'J'he  Clergy  Reserve  ([iiestion  was  not  the  only  one  on  whieh  1 
was  eonii)elkHl  to   dil'ler  in   opinion   with  the   Christian   Guarilian. 
After  thirty  five   years  experience    of  the   practical   working  of  Re- 
sponsible, or  as    it    may   be   more  j)roi)erly  termed,  "  rarliamenlary 
Government,"  it  is  ditlicult  to  comprehend  the  differences  of  opinion 
that  prevailed  among  its  avowed   supporters  at   the  perioil  when  it 
was  first  professedly    introduced   by   Lord   Sydenham   in    1S41.      It 
would  hartllv  be  contended  by  any  one  in  the  present  ilay  that  l,ord 
Metcalfe   was  really  in   favor  of    Responsible  Cioverninent,  as   it  is 
now  practiseil,  and  yet  he   claimed  to  act  in  acconlance  with  the  re- 
solutions of  1S41.      It  seems  desirable  that  the  views  of  the  various 
parties  in  Upper  Canada  at  the  period  of  the  adoption  of  the   princi- 
j)le  of  the  Union  with  Lower  Canada,  shoukl  be  clearly  understood. 
I  feel   it   the  more   necessary   to  make  explanations  on  this  point, 
because,  owing  to  the  very  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  was 
placed,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  literally  compelled  to   act  in  a  manner  that 
gave  his    oii])oneiits    an    opportunity  of  visiting  him    with   censure, 
which,  though  wholly  unmerited,  might  appear  to  j)eo])le  at  a  distance, 
and  unacipiaiiited  with  facts,  to  be  to  some  extent  at  least  deserved. 
While  Loixl  Sydenham  had,  owing  to  the  susi)ension  of  the   Consti- 
tution, no  ojiportunity  of  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  re|)resentatives 
of  the  people  of  Lower  Canaila  to  the  Union    (to  which,  moreover, 
they  were  well  known  to  be  opposed),  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
ajipealing  to   the    Legislature  of  Ui)per  Canada.      In    the   House  of 
Assembly  the  old   'Tory  party  liad   |)reviously   had   a   consiilerable 
majority,  but  the  (]uestion  of  the  Union  led  to  a  formitlable  secession 
from  their  ranks,  and  as  a  necessary    conseipience  the  t-oini)ai-t  body 
of  Reformers  exercised  an   inHuencc  which   they  IkuI  not  ])reviously 
possessed.     The  Refonners   had   been  entirely  satislied  with  the  re- 
commendations of  Lord  Durham's  report  as  to  the  mode  of  admin- 
istering the  Covernment,  and   they   iniplicilly  believed,  from  various 
utterances  of  Lord   Sydenham,  that    it  was   his  intention  to  ajijjly  it 
in  jnactice.      it  is  probable  that  comparatively  few  in  ('anada  have 
had  an  ojiportunity  of  reading  Lord  Sydenham's  candid  opinion  on 
the  state  of  Ui)per  Canada  in    18^59.     •"  -^  confidential  letter,  in 
December  of  that  year,  he  wrote  : — "  I  do  not  wonder  at  the  cry  for 
"  Responsible  Government  when  I  sec  how  things  have  been  man- 
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**  aged.  Then  the  Assembly  is  such  a  house — split  into  half  a  dozen 
**  parties,  the  Government  having  none,  and  tio  one  man  to  depend 
"  on  I  Think  of  a  house  in  which  half  the  members  hold  places,  yet 
"  in  which  tlie  Government  does  not  command  a  single  vote  ;  in 
"  which  the  i)lacemen  generally  vote  against  the  executive  ;  and 
"  where  tliere  is  no  one  to  defend  the  Government  when  attacked,  or 
"  to  state  the  opinions  or  views  of  the  Governor.  How,  with  a 
"  popular  Assembly,  Government  is  to  be  conducted  under  such 
"  circumstances,  is  a  riddle  to  me.  I  am  now  more  than  ever  satis- 
"  fied  that  the  Union  affords  the  only  chance  of  putting  an  end  to 
"  the  tactions  that  distract  the  country ;  the  only  means  of  recruit- 
"  ing  its  finances,  by  persuading  Great  Britain  to  help  the  Upper 
"  Canada  Exchequer  ;  the  only  means  by  wliich  the  present  abomi- 
"  nable  system  of  Government  can  be  broken  up,  and  a  strong  and 
"  powerful  administration  (both  departmental  and  executive)  be 
"  formed.  "  In  the  views  expressed  in  the  letter  from  which  I  have 
quoted,  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin  and  all  who  acknowledged  him  as  their 
leader  cordially  concurred,  and  believing  as  they  did  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  Lord  Sydenham  to  adopt  them  in  practice,  they  gave 
him  all  the  assistance  in  their  i)ower  to  carry  the  resolutions  in  favor 
of  the  Union.  A  reference  to  the  division  lists  on  the  amendments 
proposed  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Cartwright,  who  had  defeated  Mr.  Bidwell 
in  Lennox  and  Addington,  will  fully  establish  my  position.  In  the 
minority  1  find  the  names  of  Mr.  Attorney-General  Hagerman,  Mr. 
Solicitor-General  Draper,  Messrs.  Robinson,  Sherwood,  Boulton, 
Gamble,  Jarvis,  McLean,  Gowan,  and  sixteen  others.  The  names 
I  have  given  are  well  known  members  of  the  Tory  party.  In  the 
majority,  twenty-eight  in  number,  were  all  the  leading  Reformers,  con- 
stituting about  one-half  of  the  whole  number.  I  find  the  names  of 
Messrs.  Thorburn,  Parke,  Woodruff,  Small,  Smith  of  Wentworth,  Mc- 
Micking,  Mcintosh,  McDonnell,  of  Stormont,  McCargar,  Moore  and 
Chisholm,  of  Glengary.  After  the  close  of  the  session  an  opportunity 
was  found  of  placing  Mr.  Hagerman  on  the  bench,  and  Mr.  Solicitor- 
General  Draper  having  been  promoted  to  the  vacancy,  Mr.  Baldwin 
was  appointed  Solicitor-General.  Mr.  Baldwin's  o})inions  on 
Responsible  Government  were  well  known,  and  shortly  before  his  ap- 
pointment a  letter  which  he  had  addressed  in  1836  to  I-ord  Glenelg, 
then  Colonial  Secretary,  had  been  published  in  the  Canadian  papers. 
Lord  Sydenham  had  avowed  his  determination  to  govern  in  accord- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  had  given  publicity  to  a  des- 
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patch  from  Lord  John  Russell  with  regard  to  the  tenure  of  some  of 
the  principal  offices  of  the  Government,  including  the  Executive 
Council,  the  law  officers,  Colonial  Secretary,  Receiver-General  and 
others.  These  offices  had  been  previously  held  on  the  tenure  of  good 
behaviour,  but  were  in  future  to  be  strictly  during  pleasure,  and  it  was 
expressly  stated  that  the  new  rule  was  to  apply  to  the  holders  of 
offices  in  the  right  discharge  of  which  the  character  and  policy  of 
the  Government  were  directly  involved. 

It  has  long  been  well  known  that  Lord  Sydenham  was  not  really 
in  favor  of  the  introduction  of  Responsible  Government,  as  recom- 
mended by  Lord  Durham,  and  as  understood  by  the  Reformers  both 
in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  That  he  deemed  it  expedient  to  con- 
ceal his  real  opinions  at  the  time  is  now  equally  well  known.  His 
immediate  object  was  to  carry  the  Union,  and  the  confidential  corres- 
pondence published  in  his  life  affords  a  full  explanation  of  his  tactics. 
He  says  :  "  To  the  Union  itself  there  are  not  more  than  eight  or 
"  ten  out  of  the  whole  house  who  are  opposed — all  the  Family  Com- 
"  pact ;  but  these  few  contrived  to  propose  all  sorts  of  things,  to 
"  which  they  knew  I  could  not  assent,  as  conditions  to  its  accept- 
"  ance,  in  order  to  secure  the  votes  of  the  placemen  and  some  few 
"  others,  who  were  pledged  last  session  to  these  foolish  stipulations. 
"  But  the  Reformers,  and  the  moderate  Conservatives  unconnected 
"  with  either  the  compact,  or  with  office,  kept  steady  ;  and  the  result 
"  has  been  that  on  every  occasion  the  Opposition  were  beaten  hollow 
"  and  all  their  proposals  rejected  by  large  majorities."  The  expres- 
sion "  large  majorities  "  was  not  altogether  justifiable,  for  although  it 
might  have  been  applicable  to  some  of  the  divisions,  it  certainly  was 
not  to  those  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Cartwright,  to  one  of  which 
I  have  already  particularly  referred.  I  feel  persuaded  that  if  Lord 
Sydenham's  real  views  on  the  subject  of  Responsible  Government 
had  been  known  at  the  time  of  his  administering  the  Government  of 
Upper  Canada,  he  never  would  have  been  able  to  carry  the  Union. 
Those  views  I  shall  now  explain  in  his  own  language  as  I  find  them 
in  one  of  his  confidential  letters. 

I  may  observe  here  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  letters  to 
which  I  have  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  refer  were  addressed 
to  Lord  John  Russell,  as,  in  the  dedication  to  that  nobleman,  the 
Editor  thanks  him  for  allowing  a  portion  of  his  late  brother's  corres- 
pondence to  appear  in  the  "  Life  of  Lord  Sydenham."  The  follow- 
ing extract  contains  the  real  opinions  of  Lord  Sydenham  : 

"  I  have  told  the  people  plainly,  that  as  I  cannot  get  rid  of  my  responsibility  to 
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"  the  Home  Government,  I  will  place  no  responsibility  on  the  Council  ;  that  they 
"  are  a  Council  for  the  Governor  to  consult,  but  no  more.  And  I  have  vet  met 
"  Willi  no  "  Responsible  Government"  man  who  was  not  satisfied  with  the  doc- 
"  trine.  In  fact  tiiere  is  no  other  theory  which  has  common  sense.  Either  the 
"  Governor  is  the  Sovereign  or  the  Minister.  If  the  first,  he  may  have  Ministers, 
"  but  he  cannot  be  responsible  to  the  Government  at  home,  and  all  Colonial 
"  Government  becomes  impossible.  He  must  therefore  be  the  Minister,  in  which 
"  case  he  cannot  be  under  the  control  of  men  in  the  Colony." 

It  may  be  desirable  to  place  here  a  copy  of  the  resohitions  adopted 
in  the  first  session  of  the  United  Parliament,  and  which  his  biographer 
cites  as  his  views  brought  forward  in  substitution  for  those  proposed 
by  Mr.   ]5aldwin,  the  real  fact  being  that  there  was  no  substantial 
difference  between  the  resolutions,  but  that,  through  apprehension  of 
Mr.  Baldwin's  being  adopted,  Lord  Sydenhain  was  driven  into  bring- 
ing forward  the  resolutions  which  were  carried,  not  unanimously  as 
stated,  but  with  very  few  dissenting  votes.     They  were,  ist.    "  That 
"  the   head  of  the  Executive  Government  of  the    Province   being 
"  within  the  limits  of  his  Government    the  Representative  of  the 
"  Sovereign,  is  responsible  to  the  Imperial  authority  alone,  but  that, 
"  nevertlieless,  the  manageiiKiit  of  our  local  affairs  can  only  be  con- 
"  ducted  by  him  by  and  with  the  assistance,  counsel  and  information 
"  of  subordinate  officers  in  the  Province.    2nd.  That  in  order  to  pre- 
"  serve  between  the  different  branches  of  the  Provincial   Parliament 
"  that  harmony  which  is  essential  to  the  peace,  welfare  and  good 
"  Government  of  the  Province,  the  chief  advisers  of  the    Represen- 
"  tative  of  the  Sovereign,   constituting  a  Provincial  administration 
"  under  him,  ought  to  be  men  possessed  of  the  confidence  of  the  repre- 
"  sentatives  of  the  people ;  thus  affording  a  guarantee  that  the  well 
"  understood  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people,  which  our  Gracious 
"  Sovereign  has  declared  shall  be  the  rule  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
"  ment,  will  on  all  occasions  be  faithfully  represented  and  advocated. 
"  3rd.  That  the  people  of  this  Province  have  moreover  a  right  to  ex- 
"  pect,  from  such  Provincial   Administration,   the  exertion  of  their 
"  best  endeavors  that  the  Imperial  authority,  within    its    constitu- 
"  tional  limits,  shall  be  exercised  in  the  manner  most  consistent  with 
"  their  well  understood  wishes  and  interests."    Whether  these  resolu- 
tions are  in  accordance  with  Lord  Sydenham's  views  as  e     lained  in 
his  letter  to  Lord  John  Russell,  I  shall  leave  my  readers  to  judge, 
but  I  feel  assured  that  there  is  nothing  in  them  at  all  inconsistent 
with  the  practice  which,  after  its  introduction  by  the  Earl  of  Elgin, 
in  1847,  '"'^s  been  continued  to  the  present  day.     Lord  Sydenham's 
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idea  was  tliat  the  Governor  should  be  virtually  the  Prime  Minister, 
directing  the  i)olicy  and  exercising  the  patronage  of  the  Government, 
and  he  doubtless  believed  in  the  possibility  of  his  being  able  to  find 
subordinates  who  would  undertake  to  defend  his  policy  in  the  House 
of  Assembly.  His  object,  as  was  that  of  Lord  Metcalfe  a  couple  of 
years  later,  and  of  King  George  the  HI.  in  the  last  century,  was  to 
crush  i)arty  connection.  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that  he  never  made 
the  explanation  to  Mr.  Baldwin  which  he  states  that  he  very  gener- 
ally made  to  the  advocates  of  Responsible  Government.  The 
file  of  the  Examiner  newspaper  will  prove  that  there  was  no  mi.s- 
conc.eption  as  to  the  meaning  of  Lord  Durham's  report  as  to  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  Government.  It  appears  from  the  "Story  of  my 
Life  "  that  the  late  Dr.  Ryerson  was  at  that  time  in  confidential  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Murdoch,  chief  Secretary  to  Lord  Sydenham, 
and  who  subsequently  wrote  the  narrative  of  his  administration  of  the 
Government  of  Canada.  I  find  in  that  interesting  work  that  on  the 
8th  April,  1840,  Mr.  Murdoch  wrote  to  Dr.  Ryerson  in  the  following 
terms  :  "  I  know  that  His  Excellency  would  wish  you  to  comment  on 
"  Lord  John's  despatch  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  treated  in  the 
"  Montreal  Gazette.  There  is  no  doubt  also  that  it  is  absurd  in 
"  Hon.  Henry  Sherwood  to  pretend  that  he  is  supporting  the  Gov- 
"  ernment  when  he  opposes  their  own  Solicitor-General,  but  not  less 
"  so  in  the  Examiner  to  support  him  and  oppose  Mr.  Draper,  or  to 
"  stand  up  for  a  kind  of  Responsible  Government  which  both  His 
"  Plxcellency  and  Lord  John  Russell  have  declared  to  be  inadmissible. 
"  I  know  that  His  Excellency  would  wish  you  to  do  everything 
"  in  your  power  to  support  both  Mr.  Draper  and  Mr.  Baldwin."  In 
a  note  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Ryerson  complied  with  the  above  request 
in  the  Guardian  of  15  April,  1840.  As  matters  turned  out,  both 
Mr.  Sherwood  and  the  Examiner  were  right.  Both  clearly  com- 
prehended Mr.  Baldwin's  views  on  the  subject  of  Responsible  Gov- 
ernment, and  Mr.  Sherwood,  as  it  appeared  subsequently,  was  correct 
in  believing  that  they  were  not  those  of  Lord  Sydenham.  I  was 
equally  confident  that  Mr.  Baldwin  would  not  remain  in  office 
unless  the  Government  was  conducted  on  the  principles  for  which  he 
had  so  long  contended.  It  was  in  1 839  that  I  first  issued  an  address  to 
the  Electors  of  the  County  of  Oxford,  although  no  election  was  likely 
to  take  place  until  after  the  consummation  of  the  Union.  The  County 
of  Oxford  had  almost  invariably  returned  Reformers  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  even   at   the   dissolution  in  1836  by  Sir  Francis 
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Head,  Mr.  Duncombe  and  Mr.  Alway  had  been  triumphantly  elected. 
The  former  of  these  gentlemen  was  in  compulsory,  and  the  latter, 
in  voluntary  banishment  from  the  Province,  and  the  County  was  re- 
presented by  Tories.  I  was  known  to  the  electors  of  Oxford  solely 
through  my  editorial  articles  in  the  Exainincr-,  on  the  strength  of 
which  I  was  invited  to  visit  the  County,  and  to  become  a  candidate 
for  the  suffrages  of  the  freeholders  on  the  principles  embodied  in  the 
following  address : 

TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  OXFORD. 

Gentlemen, — Having  been  tendered  the  support  of  several  of  the  most  influen- 
tial Electors  of  your  County,  I  am  induced  to  offer  myself  as  a  Candidate  for 
your  suffrages  at  the  ne.xt  General  Election.  As  I  am  personally  almost  entirely 
unknown  to  you,  I  feel  that  I  am  indebted  for  the  high  honour  of  this  invitation 
to  my  advocacy,  as  a  public  journalist,  of  those  sound  constitutional  principles  to 
w  :ich  the  independent  freeholders  of  this  Province  are  so  devotedly  attached. 
Those  principles  I  shall  now  very  briefly  declare. 

I  am  in  favour  of  the  Union  of  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada, 
provided  equal  justice  be  done  to  all  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  I  shall 
therefore  support  any  measure  for  accomplishing  that  object  which  is  based  on 
just  and  equitable  principles. 

Born  a  subject  of  the  British  Crown,  and  attached  by  the  strongest  ties  to  my 
native  country,  I  am  sincerely  desirous  that  a  system  of  Colonial  Government 
should  be  framed,  which,  by  giving  satisfaction  to  the  Colonists,  would  secure  a 
permanent  connexion  between  the  British  Empire  and  its  numerous  dependencies. 
Such  a  system  is  clearly  pointed  out  in  the  able  Report  of  the  Earl  of  Durham  on 
the  atl'airs  of  British  North  America,  and  is  so  familiar  to  you,  gentlemen,  who 
have  long  been  its  zealous  advocates,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon 
its  advantages. — Unless  the  advisers  of  the  Provincial  Executive  be  men  possessing 
t'  •  onfidence  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  our  boasted  Constitution  is  a 
mere  mockery,  powerless  to  effect  good,  and  a  source  of  endless  confusion,  agita- 
tion, and  discontent.  Should  I  be  chosen  to  represent  you  in  Parliament,  I  pledge 
myself  to  use  all  Constitutional  means  to  obtain  for  the  people  of  this  Province 
the  full  benefits  of  the  British  Constitution,  without  which  I  feel  convinced  that 
the  country  can  never  prosper, 

I  am  an  uncompromising  opponent  to  the  pretensions  of  any  Religious  body  or 
bodies  in  this  Province,  to  be  endowed  with  public  lands  or  money  for  the  support 
of  their  Clergy,  or  in  any  way  to  possess  exclusive  or  superior  political  privileges. 
— I  shall,  tlierefore,  if  elected  as  your  Representative,  oppose  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  every  measure  for  dividing  the  Clergy  Reserves,  or  their  proceeds  among 
difterent  Religious  Denominations,  and  shall  support  their  appropriation  to  purpo- 
ses of  general  education,  public  improvements,  or  the  liquidation  of  the  Provin- 
cial Debt. 

Convinced  that  the   local  affairs  of  every  community  can  be  best  managed  b^!^p 
themselves,  I  am  in  favour  of  Municipal   Institutions,  conferring  powers  of  local  "«;^ 
self-government  on  the  people  of  this  Province. 
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I  am  a  zealous  advocate  for  all  practicable  measures  of  public  improvement, 
wliicli  are  calculated  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  Province,  giving  a  preference, 
however,  to  the  improvement  of  the  public  Roads,  on  a  systematic  and  uniform 
plan,  as  the  measure  of  most  importance  to  the  agricultural  population. 

Sntisliud  that  nothing  is  more  earnestly  desired  by  the  people  of  this  Province 
than  tlif  adoption  of  a  sound  system  of  general  education,  1  shall  spare  no  effort 
to  obtain  for  them  tliis  inestimable  blessing. 

My  attention  has  long  been  particularly  directed  to  the  laws  by  which  our 
foreign  commerce  is  regulated,  and  I  shall  not  fail  to  use  my  endeavours  to  have 
them  modified  so  as  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

On  questions  of  a  local  nature,  I  shall  be  guided  by  the  opinions  of  my  constitu- 
ents, and  I  pledge  myself  that  their  interests  shall  not  suffer  by  my  neglect. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  address  without  expressing  my  determination  to  use  every 
effort  to  put  an  end  to  the  local  tyranny  and  oppression  which  has  been  so  general- 
ly practised  in  your  County  during  the  last  two  years,  and  which  has  been  borne 
by  the  people  with  unexampled  patience  and  forbearance. 

Having  endeavoured,  as  briefly  as  possible,  to  lay  before  you  an  outline  of  my 
political  opinions,  I  have  only  to  add  that  if  you  should  confer  on  me  the  high 
honour  of  choosing  me  to  represent  you  in  Parliament,  my  humble  abilities  shall 
be  devoted  to  your  service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  faithful  &■'  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS   HINCKS. 

Toronto,  November  20,  1839. 

This  seems  a  convenient  opportunity  to  acknowledge  my  obliga- 
tions to  the  freeholders  of  the  County  of  Oxford.  To  them  I  am 
indebted  for  whatever  success  I  have  had  in  public  life.  During  a 
period  of  thirteen  years  a  varying  but  considerable  majority  of  the 
Reformers  of  the  County  honoured  me  with  their  support,  and  even 
when  I  was  denounced  by  members  of  the  same  party,  they  returned 
me  by  a  large  majority.  I  shall  in  the  course  of  my  narrative  have 
to  refer  to  differences  with  individuals,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to 
be  able  to  record  the  fact  that,  although  a  non-resident  of  the  County, 
and  destitute  of  all  personal  influence,  I  carried  five  out  of  six  con- 
tested elections,  and  was  defeated  in  one  only  by  a  very  small  majority. 
I  would  have  gained  on  a  scrutiny,  but  for  an  act  which,  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge,  was  unprecedented,  but  which  can  be  more  con- 
veniently referred  to  in  my  notice  of  the  period  when  it  was  com- 
mitted. 
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In  noticing  the  conflicting  opinions  on  the  subject  of  Responsil)le 
Government  in  1841,  it  seems  desirable  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  narrative  of  Lord  Sydenham's  administration  in  Canada  \va ;  pub- 
lished in  the  very  year  thai  Lord  Metcalfe  assumed  the  Government, 
and  the  effect  which  it  produced  upon  his  mind  is  apparent  from  his 
own  confidential  correspondence.  Assuming  (and  I  readily  admit 
that  he  was  justified  in  doing  so)  from  the  letters  of  Lord  Sydenham, 
published  in  his  "  Life,"  that  he  was  opposed  to  Res])onsible  Govern- 
ment as  understood  by  his  Ministers,  Lord  Metcalfe  thus  wrote  : — 

"  It  is  beyond  measure  surprising  that  he  adopted  the  very  form  of  administration 
that  was  most  assuredly  calculated  to  defeat  that  purpose,  and  to  produce  or 
confirm  the  notion  of  Ilcspcnsible  Government,  which  he  had  before  reprobated — 
that  is  the  responsibility  of  Executive  officers  of  the  Government  to  the  popular 
Legislative  Assembly.  In  composing  his  Council  of  the  principal  Executive 
officers  under  his  authority,  requiring  that  they  should  all  be  members  of  the 
Legislature,  and  chiefly  of  the  popular  branch,  and  in  making  their  tenure  of 
office  dependent  on  their  commanding  a  majority  in  the  body  representing  the 
people,  he  seems  to  me  to  have  ensured  with  the  certainty  of  cause  and  effect,  that 
the  Council  of  the  Governor  should  regard  themselves  as  responsible  not  so  much 
to  the  Governor  as  to  the  House  of  Assembly.  In  adopting  the  very  form  and 
practice  of  the  Home  Government,  by  which  the  principal  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
form  a  cabinet  acknowledged  by  the  nation  as  the  Executive  Administration,  and 
themselves  acknowledging  responsibility  to  Parliament,  he  rendered  it  inevitable 
that  the  Council  here  should  obtain  and  ascribe  to  themselves,  in  at  least  some 
degree,  the  character  of  a  Cabinet  of  Ministers.  If  Lord  Sydenham  did  not  intend 
this,  he  was  more  mistaken  than  from  his  known  ability  one  would  suppose  to  be 
possible, — and  if  he  did  intend  it,  he,  with  his  eyes  open,  carried  into  practice  that 
very  theory  of  Responsible  Colonial  Government  which  he  had  pronounced  his 
opinion  decidedly  against.  I  cannot  presume  to  account  for  this  apparent  incon- 
sistency otherwise  than  by  supposing  either  that  he  had  altered  his  opinion  when 
he  formed  his  Council  after  the  union  of  the  two  Provinces,  or  that  he  yielded, 
against  his  own  conviction,  to  some  necessity  which  he  found  himself  unable  to 
resist." 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  hardly  be  possible  to  frame  a  more 
complete  vindication  of  the  Ministers,  whom  he  pursued  with  such 
rancour  up  to  the  period  of  his  departure  from  the  Province,  than 
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is  contained  in  the  above  extract,  and  yet  he  had  no  more  influential 
su])portcr  llian    Dr.  Ryerson,  who  was  again  credited  with  having, 
through   his  influence  with   the  Methodist  body,  thrown   the  casting 
vote  into  the  scale  in  1844,  as  he  had  done  in  1S36,  and  with  having 
thus  given   the  victory  to  Lord   Metcalfe.     In  the    "  Story  of  My 
Life,"  1  )r.  Ryerson's  own  account  of  his  defence  of  Lord  Metcalfe  is 
published,  and  it  is  interesting  to  find   that  he  admits  frankly  that  : 
"  My  friends  generally,  and  the  country  at  large,  were  against  me. 
"  My  elder  brother  John,  a  life-long  Conservative,  on  first  meeting  me 
"  after  the  publication  of  the  introductory  paper,  said,  '  Egerton,  you 
"  have  ruined  yourself,  for  nine-tenths  of  the  people  are  opposed  to  the 
"  Governor  General'     1  answered,  I  know  it,  but  I  believe  that  nine- 
"  tenths  of  the  ])eople  are  mistaken,  and  that  if  they  will  read  wliat  I 
"  am  about  to  write,  they  will  think  as  1  do."  Dr.  Ryerson  did  me  the 
honor  to  notice  my  lecture  in  Montreal,  on  the  political  history  of 
Canada,  and  stated  that  I  had  "  revived  the  charge  "  against  Lord 
Metcalfe,  of  being  opposed  to  Responsible  Government,  and  that  I 
had  attempted  to  create  the  impression   that  "  there  was  a  sort  of 
conspiracy  between  the  late  Earl  of  Derby  and  Lord  Metcalfe,  to 
extinguish   Responsible  Government  in  Canada."     On  the   strength 
of  conversations  with   Lord  Derby  in  1844  and   1845,  o"   Canadian 
affairs,  Dr.  Ryerson  stated,  "  I  know  that  the  Earl  of  Derby  had  no 
more  intention  or  desire  to   abolish    Responsible   Government   in 
Canada  than  had  Sir  Francis  Hincks  himself."     He  also  thought 
that  "  for  such  an  insinuation  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  reason,  though 
the  author  may  have  thought  so,  from  his  strong  personal  feelings, 
and  former  i)arty  views,  as  one  of  the  actors  in  the  struggle."     I  am 
by  no  means  unaware  that  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Lord  Metcalfe  and 
Dr.  Ryerson,  insisted  that  they  were  favorable  to   Responsible  Gov- 
ernment, but  1  can  scarcely  imagine  that  Dr.  Ryerson,  who  lived  so 
many  years  after  that  system  had  been  honestly  administered,  could 
have  believed  that  Lord  Metcalfe  entertained  the  same  views  on  the 
subject  as  Lord  Elgin.       I  never  pretended  that  I  had  any  positive 
proof  that  Lord  Metcalfe  had  been   specially  selected  by  the  late 
Earl  of  Derby  to  overthrow  Responsible  Government,  but   I  gave 
reasons,  which  seemed  to  me  conclusive,  for  the  opinion  which  I 
had  expressed.     At  the  period  of  Lord  Metcalfe's  appointment  there 
was  a  Ministry,  having  a  larger  Parliamentary  support  than  any  that 
has  ever  held  office  in  Canada.     The  coalition  of  1842  had  united 
all  parties  in  the  House,  with  the  exception  of  the  extreme  Conserva- 
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tives,  then  under  the  leadership  of  Sir  Allan  Mac  Nab.  Lord 
Metcalfe  was  asked  to  undertake  "  arduous  duties,"  and  his  own 
corresjjondence,  prior  to  his  departure  from  England,  proves  that  he 
felt  that  he  was  going  on  a  "  forlorn  hoi)e  "  expedition.  It  was 
known  that  Sir  Charles  Bagot  had  been  censured  for  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  effecting  the  change  in  the  Ministry  in  1842,  and  in  his 
parting  interview  with  his  ministers,  shortly  before  his  death,  he  made 
an  appeal  to  them  "  to  defend  his  memory."  Lord  Metcalfe's  own 
opinions  have  been  sufficiently  explained,  but  I  shall  cite  an  extract 
or  two  from  one  of  Lord  Derby's  latest  des])atches,  which  are  a 
conclusive  answer  to  Dr.  Ryerson's  statement  as  to  that  nobleman's 
views  of  Responsible  Government  as  now  understood.  On  the  i8th 
of  June,  1845,  Lord  Derby  wrote  thus  : 

*'  I  do  not  attempt  to  conceal  from  you  the  importance,  in  a  public  point  of  view, 
"  which  I  attach  to  your  continuance  in  Canada  at  the  present  moment,  or  the 
"  extent  to  which  I  think  the  difficulties  of  the  Province  would  be  aggravated  by 
"  any  change  in  the  Executive  there ;  but  whilst  I  say  this  most  sincerely,  I  must 
"  say,  with  equal  sincerity,  that  I  should  consider  myself  most  culpable  were  I  to 
"  accept  of  the  continuance  of  your  services  at  increased  risk  to  your  health,  and 
"  I  must  therefore  have  the  question  altogether  in  your  hands.  *  •  •  Your  very 
"  clear  statement  of  the  condition  of  parties  in  Canada  makes  very  evident  the 
*'  embarrassment  to  which  every  vacancy  must  expose  you,  and  the  serious 
"  difficulty  which,  under  the  circumstances,  must  attend  the  administration  of  the 
"  Government  on  the  principles  laid  down  by  Lord  Sydenham.  *  *  Above  all 
"  you  will  not  fail  to  impress  upon  your  Council,  though  such  a  suggestion  would 
"  hardly  come  with  propriety  from  me,  the  extreme  risk  winch  would  attend  any 
"  disruption  of  the  present  Conservative  party  in  Canada.  Their  own  steadiness, 
"  and  your  firmness  and  discretion,  have  gone  far  towards  consolidating  them  as  a 
"  party,  and  securing  a  stable  administration  of  the  Colony." 

Lord  Derby  concluded  by  imputing  to  the  leaders  of  the  party 
opposed  to  Lord  Metcalfe,  a  readiness  "  to  sacrifice  all  national, 
"  and  above  all,  British  interests,  to  their  own  ])ersonal  and  selfish 
"  objects  ;  "  adding  that  "  if  the  present  administration  should  be 
"  broken  up  by  internal  dissensions  I  should  indeed  augur  ill 
"  for  the  welfare  of  Canada  and  for  its  long  continuance  as  a 
*'  British  Colony.  "  Lord  Metcalfe  himself  had  written  shortly  before 
with  reference  to  the  progress  of  his  disease  (which  had  caused 
total  bli;idness  in  one  eye),  that  he  would  be  glad  to  return  home, 
and  that  he  had  no  doubt  he  could  obtain  permission  to  do  so, 
but  he  added :  "  I  have  myself  no  inclination  to  abandon  the 
'*  loyal  portion  of  the  community  in  Canada,  who,  in  the  recent 
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"  crisis,  have  made  a  noble  and  successful  stand  in  support  of 
"Her  Majesty's  (  Ion  eminent.  "  I  think  it  must  be  sufficiently 
obvious  that  I  was  fully  justified  in  attributing  to  the  Karl  of  Derby 
a  determination  to  crush  Responsible  (lovernmcnt  in  Ciinada, 
as  understood  by  its  supporters,  and  as  i)ractised  during  the 
last  thirty-five  years,  and  I  doubt  m,  jh  whether,  in  those  conver- 
sations which  Dr.  Ryerson  held  with  that  eminent  statesman  in 
1844-5,  he  was  fully  informed  of  his  real  sentiments  on  the  subject 
of  Responsible  Government.  Had  he  been  fully  aware  at  the  time 
of  all  that  he  must  have  subsequently  learned  from  the  publication  of 
confidential  letters,  it  may  be  a  question  whethei  he  would  have 
taken  that  "  noble  and  successful  stand  "  in  favor  of  Lord  Metcalfe 
wiiich  was  the  real  cause  of  the  temporary  overthrow  of  Responsible 
Government.  It  has  been  in  my  opinion  desirable  that  the 
resjjective  views  of  the  various  parties  who  took  part  in  the 
Responsible  Government  controversy  during  a  period  of  rather  more 
than  ten  years  should  be  clearly  understood. 

This  seems  a  convenient  opportunity  of  noticing  the  views  of  the 

representatives  of  the  people  of  Lower  Canada,  and  more  especially 

of  those  of  the  PVench  race.     I  had,  as  early  as  the  year  1835,  niade 

the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Lafontaine  and  some  of  his  friends  during  a 

visit  which  I  paid  to  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  after  the  general 

election  in  1841   I  was  anxious  to  ascertain  how  far  co-operation 

between  the  Reformers  in  both  Provinces  would  be  practicable.     I 

was   at   the   time   editor   of  the   Examiner,  and   obliged  to  write 

constantly  on  the  political  questions  which  were  then  absorbing 

public  attention.     Before  submitting  to  my  readers  an  interesting 

letter,  which  I  received  in   May,  1841,  from  Mr.  Morin  (to  whom,  as 

well  as  to  Mr.  Lafontaine,  I  had  written  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 

the  course  which  the  representatives  for  Lower  Canada  were  likely 

to  take  in  the  next  Parliament),  I  think  it   may  be  desirable  that 

I  should  give  some  account  of  the  writer,  although  inany  still  living 

are  fiuniliar  with    his  public  services.     Lord    Metcalfe,  who    was 

certainly  not  inclined  to  be  partial  to  the  Ministers,  whose  views  were 

antagonistic  to  his  own,  did  only  justice  to  Mr.  Morin  in  describing 

him  in  the  following  terms : — "  He  had  been  thrown  in  early  life  by 

"  the  troubles  of  his  country  into  the  stormy  sea  of  politics,  but  I 

"  believe  had  followed  the  law  as  a  profession.     His  character  as 

"  described  to  Metcalfe  would  have  fitted  well  the  hero  of  a  romance. 

"  With  administrative  abilities  of  the  highest  class,  vast  power   of 
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"  tipplication,  and  an  extreme  love  of  order,  he  united  a  rare 
"  conscientiousness,  ;ind  a  nol)Ie  self-devotion,  which  in  old  limes 
"  would  have  carried  him  cheerfully  to  the  stake.  His  patriotism 
"  was  of  the  jjurest  water.  lie  was  utterly  without  selfishness  or 
"  guile,  and  he  was  of  so  sensitive  a  nature,  and  so  confiding  a 
"  disposition,  that  it  was  said  of  him  'he  was  as  tender-hearted  as  a 
'*  woman  and  as  simple  as  a  child.'  But  for  these — the  infirmities 
"  only  of  noble  minds — he  might  have  been  a  great  statesman.  "  It 
was  my  good  fortune  several  years  later  to  be  associated  with  Mr. 
Morin  in  the  formation  of  an  Administration.  With  this  preface  I 
shall  submit  the  letter  written  in  1841. 

QuEBKC,  Stli  May,  1841. 
To  Francis  Hincks,  Esq.,  M.P.P., 

Dear  Sir, — I  must  solicit  your  indulgence,  and  express  to  you  my  sincere 
regret  for  not  having  been  able  to  answer  sooner  your  very  important  letters  to 
me  and  to  our  mutual  friend  Mr.  Lafontaine,  who  has  sent  them  to  me  under  the 
pretence,  unfounded  according  to  me,  that  being  out  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
he  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  leader  of  it.  But  to  my  own  delays,  which  have 
been  far  from  coming  of  a  want  of  personal  respect  and  friendship  for  you,  or  of  a 
want  of  sympathy  and  united  feelings  on  the  subject  of  our  common  affairs, 
several  circumstances  have  retarded  me  :  first,  my  health  which  has  been  bad  for 
some  time  ;  secondly,  my  diffidence  at  attempting  to  write  the  English  language, 
and  lastly,  more  than  all  the  rest,  a  belief  that  I  ought  not  to  take  the  lead  when 
older  and  abler  politicians  held  already  the  post  of  chiefs  in  this  part  of  the 
Province  ;  the  fact  is  that  I  was  afraid  of  misrepresenting  the  opinions  of  others, 
and  almost  did  believe  that  I  was  alone  in  my  way  of  thinking,  and  that  unless  I 
should  modify  it  I  was  not  to  consider  myself  as  representing  the  general  opinion 
here.  However,  the  time  drawing  near  when  I  must  answer  you,  anil  having  seen 
a  good  deal,  and  conversed  with  many  of  the  members  and  other  Liberals,  1  must 
at  all  events  let  you  know  my  view  of  our  present  position,  and  although  1  beg  to 
be  considered  as  speaking  for  myself  only,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  a  large 
portion  of  our  members  would  agree  with  me.  To  resume  the  whole  details  in  a 
few  words,  I  am  against  the  Union,  and  against  its  main  features,  as  I  think  every 
honest  Lower  Canadian  should  be.  But  I  am  not  for  violence  or  haste.  I  do  not 
expect  a  direct  repeal,  at  least  for  a  time,  and  therefore  I  do  not  wish  to  take  a 
hostile  position  and  embarrass  Government  on  account  of  the  Union.  I  want  to 
convince  the  authorities  of  their  error,  and  give  them  the  necessary  time  to  repair 
it.  As  to  firm  though  moderate  declarations  and  protestations,  we  would  be 
unworthy  of  those  whom  we  represent  if  we  did  not  make  them.  We  cannot 
sacrifice  or  compromise  their  essential  rights  ;  we  even  hope  that  a  liberal  majority 
will  be  with  us  to  assert  them.  But  I  am  not  for  entering  into  collision  with  the 
other  branches  on  any  account  if  possible,  nor  for  stopping  the  march  of  affairs, 
as  some  may  have  fancied.     We  must  say  what  defects  are  to  be  remedied,  and 
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until  that  remedy  comes  or  is  denied,  do  our  best  to  inspire  to  the  Colonial 
Government  those  liberal  and  popular  principles  and  policy,  which  would  tend  in 
their  application  to  secure  the  liberties  and  welfare  of  all,  If  I  am  reluctantly 
bound  to  oppose,  I  will  not  do  it  systematically.  1  am  for  peace,  union  and 
harmony,  if  they  can  be  obtained.  I  still  longed  for  those  blessings  when  I 
resolved  to  reenter  public  life.  I  would  retire  soon  into  privacy  if  we  were  long 
to  be  without  them.  I  will  go  further,  and  say  without  hesitation  that  I  would 
conli.illy  support  a  (lovernment  whose  labours  would  tend  to  impart  them  justly 
and  honestly.  Much  is  to  be  done,  of  course,  or  rather  undone,  to  convince  me 
that  such  is  the  aim  of  Government,  when  for  years  no  other  plans  have  been 
advanced  in  theory  and  put  in  practice  bi't  those  which  were  for  the  destruction 
and  prostration  of  my  countrymen.  But,  dear  sir,  if  justice  can  still  be  had,  let 
us  have  justice,  and  help  those  who  will  offer  it  to  us,  those  who  are  or  may  be 
ready  to  govern  according  to  a  free  expression  of  the  jieople's  wishes  and  feelings. 
You  may  be  convinced  that  I  have  no  wish  to  quarrel  with  the  present  Governor 
or  any  other  one.  I  hope  that  in  all  my  life  I  will  be,  as  I  think  I  have  been,  and 
still  more  than  ever  if  1  can,  above  individual  quarrels  and  considerations.  Before 
the  details  of  the  L'nion  were  known,  and  l)efore  that  law  had  received  its 
execution,  I  sometimes  imagined  that  I  might  be  instrumental,  in  even  an  humble 
degree,  in  reconciling  the  Government  and  the  people.  It  was  my  only  aim,  and 
as  I  hail  the  honor  to  mention  to  Lord  Sydenham  the  only  time  I  have  conversed 
with  him,  1  would  not  think  it  worth  while  for  me  to  meddle  ii\  public  affairs 
any  longer  if  I  had  not  a  hope  of  seeing  that  harmony  subsist  in  the  end.  I  may 
err,  and  I  very  often  err,  but  to  attain  that  end  I  would  devote  with  pleasure  some 
more  years  of  my  most  fervent  labours,  if  I  could  be  brought  to  the  belief  that 
our  exertions  would  be  useful  to  oav  fellow-citizens,  and  our  advice  be  heard  in 
the  high  (juarters. 

But  enough,  in  a  general  point  of  view.  I  liope  you  have  no  fear  of  misun- 
derstandings between  you  and  us.  For  my  part  I  have  none.  The  following 
explanations  and  details  will,  I  hope,  convince  you  that  the  Reformers  of  both 
Provinces  must  and  will  act  together,  although  circumstances  peculiar  to  each 
late  Province  put  them  respectively  in  a  different  position. 

Your  letters  are  frank,  comprehensive,  and  to  me,  s.atisfactory.  They  have  been 
considered  so  by  every  one  of  the  few  friends  to  whom  I  have  communicated  them, 
and  as  to  those  to  whom  1  could  not  give  a  full  knowledge  of  them,  1  have  had 
indirect  means  to  be  satisfied  that  their  general  views  are  concurred  in.  Some 
times  there  is  a  division  in  words  and  denominations,  as  there  may  be  between  you 
and  Mr.  Neilson  here,  when  no  practical  discrepancy  exists.  You  must  not, 
therefore,  be  alarmed  at  some  expressions  in  newspapers,  or  in  speeches,  from  any 
one  or  two  of  our  public  men.  And  even  those  expressions,  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Aylwin  and  Mr.  Neilson,  of  whom  you  think  you  have  to  complain,  do  not  apply 
tc  you,  1  am  quite  certain,  but  only  to  some  of  those  whom  you  admit  yourself 
to  be  disinclined  in  some  points  to  do  justice  to  Lower  Canada.  Not  that  I 
approve  of  anything  which  may  tend  to  irritate  or  disunite,  but  when  I  see  such 
prospects  of  good  understanding  and  mutual  conhdence,  I  look  eagerly  to  them. 
You  have  seen  how  the  idea  of  making  the  Repeal  a  si/ie  qud  non  question,  and  of 
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the  mtMubcrs  alistainin^  fioin  sitiin(»  until  tht-n,  wliid'  was  entertaiiicil  m  tlie 
Aitivri-,  was  comli;iti"(l  by  tlio  ('iii/iiii'irn .  Not  two,  or  [icilKips  not  our,  of  tlie 
t^^iiehfC  nuMuhi'i^.,  woulil  lie  for  till"  line  ol  policy  rccoumuiuliil  in  tiiose  ailiilfs 
of  the  . //('iVi- ;  as  lo  the  Montreal  nu'nil'i'is,  I  would  lie  very  nuieli  surjulMil  if 
they  thought  otherwise  thai\  we  ilo.  I  tluiii^;ht  that  on  this  >ulijeet,  I'areiit's 
artiele  of  the  yth  April  woulil  allay  all  uneasiness.  This  last  aitiele  has,  no 
tlouht,  met  yiiur  views.  Here,  every  one  eontinues  to  have  the  j;reatest  eonliilence 
in  you  auil  the  Reformers  of  Upper  Canada,  and  to  he  thankful  to  you  personally, 
as  editoi,  for  your  defence  of  the  Canadian  character  and  iiL;hts. 

As  to  parties  in  the  new  House,  there  may  he  probably  live  shades  oi  divisions, 
tliree  with  you  and  two  with  us. 

1st.  I'pper  Canada  Liberals  and  Reformers,  decided  to  net  honestly  aiul 
independently,  and  ailvocatini;  pojuilar  and  responsible  tiovernnient . 

2ml.  Ujiper  Canada  Tories  or  (.'onservatives,  indepomlent  from  (iovernment, 
rjitlier  ojiposeil  to  it  at  this  moment. 

3rd.  OlVicials  in  Upper  Canada,  whether  Tories  or  Reformers,  by  name,  tied  or 
predisposed  to  vote  on  all  matters  as  if  they  were  directly  responsible  to  the 
present  I'.xecuiive. 

4th.  ReloruKMs  of  all  fjrades  fron\  Lower  Canada,  who  for  the  past  have 
advocated  liberal  and  po|nilar  measures,  re[uesentin^  generally  French  constitu- 
encies, opposed  to  the  Union,  1ml  friciuUy  to  the  Upper  L'aiuid.i  Reformers  and  to 
Kesponsible  tiovernnient. 

5th.  OlVicials  from  Lower  Canada,  other  re]iresentatives  of  the  self  calleil 
15ritish  party,  and  other  members  at  Montreal,  electetl  nuire  or  less  by  violeiu-e. 

Now,  in  my  ojiinion,  the  most  natural  alliance  is  between  numbers  i  and  4, 
althout^h  some  of  you  approve  of  the  Union,  on  account  of  the  advantaj;es  it  |.;ives 
to  Upper  L'anada,  while  we  oppose  it,  because  lume  of  its  ]irovisions  are  just  and 
benelicial  towards  us.  Uut  natural  justice  on  one  part,  and  common  ideas  and 
interests  on  the  other,  will  brin^^  an  understanding  even  on  this  nuisi  delicate 
]iuint. 

Numbers  3  and  5  will,  from  the  bet;inning,  act  tojjether  also. 
Number  2  may  join  either.  i'hfre  is  a  belief  here  auuin^  some,  (lerhaps  from 
not  knowing;  the  jiast  ilivisions  and  recent  strit'es  in  upper  Canada,  that  the  |>arty 
of  Sir  Allan  MacNab  and  Mr.  Cartwri^iht  mit;ht  unite  with  you  ami  us,  and  a{;ree 
upon  identical  plans  of  {jooil  government.  Do  you  think  that  union  jiossible 
under  the  present  circumstances,  or  likely  to  last,  if  it  could  l.ikc  (ilace  ? 

I  make  no  mention  of  the  jiossibility  of  party  No.  2  joininj;  with  some  of 
us  to  njiset  the  Union  at  once,  and  be  at  w.uf.ire  until  an  alisniuu-  repi'.d  comes. 
1  have  already  said  I  saw  no  |>riidenee  in  that  hostile  stand.  In  that  case,  we, 
Lower  t'anada  Reformers,  would  be  divided  amongst  ourselves,  a  ciicumstance 
which  I  wouM  deplore  bitterly,  but  which  I  do  not  apprehend.  The  necessity  of 
n  permanent  alliance  should  briny  towarils  you  those  of  us  who  ini^;lil  be  inclineil 
to  act  too  decidedly,  anti  the  same  reason  should  also  bimj;  unto  us  the  less 
ilecided  portion  of  you  alK)ve. 

Should  we,  in  the  beginning,  in  claiming  our  rights  as  Canadians  and  as  liritish 
subjects,  be  abandoned  by  you  and  helped  by  the  Conservatives,  that  circumstance 
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would  lif  nioiv  painful  to  nu- than  I  could  exprt-ss.  It  would,  no  <lout>t.  Kad  to 
i-iMitusiiii  and  niisundcistanilin^;.  Still,  aftir  that,  and  here  1  spciU  foi-  luysfU" 
and  fioMi  my  own  t'onvii'tioiis  and  linn  piin  .'iplcs  on  t  jovoninuMU  inalU'is,  1  would 
join  von  and  ait  with  yon  on  ^^fiuTal  aflairs.  unli'ss  1  left  tin-  tiidd  alto<;iilK'r,  out 
of  disi'ouiaiHMiu'iit.  1  Know  ia  this  lUilaiatiou  1  am  tjoin^;  very  far.  Many 
would  ini'li-i- ihi' I  )'romudl  tail  s)slein,  and  to  unito  with  one  parly  or  the  other 
as  momentary  nllianie  or  expediency  may  su^,'j;est.  This  1  am  iinaMe  to  do.  1 
liave  no  eunnini;,  no  intrij^iie,  and  perhaps,  no  iliseeininen'  ;  and  1  crave  only 
forwardness  and  lunusty.  Therefore,  if  the  friends  do  not  iH-fiieiid  me,  1  will 
leave  the   pait\',  and  not  liefriend  another  camji. 

Vou  see  mv  sincerity,  anil  Lean  liardly  t;o  lu-yond  that.  lUil  from  the  content!* 
of  your  letteis,  there  is  little  diin^er  of  our  liein^  thus  i>laceil.  It  is  in  that  ease 
that  1  would  iei;ret  my  election,  when  so  many  of  my  best  friends,  whom  I  could 
consult,  aie  not  to  be  in  the  House.  1  atontaiiie,  Leslie,  (iiioiiaid  and  lluot,  will 
be  much  wantini;.  Room  may  be  made  lor  the  two  tirsi  here  below,  iftheie  are 
no  nc.u  eleclioiis  lur  Terrebonne  and  Monirral,  uiiilei  better  protection.  As  to 
the  two  latter  j;elitlemeli,  I  am  sorry  that    they  have  declined   fioni  the  bef^innin;;. 

Last  disputes  on  the  subject  of  Responsible  iiovernineiit,  as  exemplilied  in  n 
Lrovincial  l'!xecuti\i'  (  ouncil,  have  created  a  chasm  between  you  and  Mr.  Ni  iLon. 
Now,  it  is  verv  dillicull  to  i;ncss  what  he  will  or  will  not  do,  but  when  you  treat 
with  him  person. illy,  you  will  liiid  him  very  accommoilaliiij;.  1  am  sine  he  is  not 
for  violence  and  lor  cieatini;  dil'ticulties.  1  lis  opposition  to  theLnion,  and  his 
labours  as  President  of  the  (Juebec  C  ommiltee,  li.ive  j^iveii  hiin  an  immense 
iiillueiue.  If  we  were  to  sU|>poit  a  lio\  ri  nmeiil  leady  to  do  justice  to  lower 
t  aiuul.i,  and  he  were  to  oppose  it,  we  could  not  j^o  on  easily.  ilowe\cr,  iiothinj^ 
of  the  kind  is  to  be  tc.ued.  W'c  h.id  some  le.irs  in  ihe  bct;inniiiL;  now  wc  .ue 
convinced  of  his  pacilic  disposition.  I>ut  aj^ain,  he  is  the  /e-.n/'iV ,  and  not  j  or 
any  otl'.ei  one. 

You  must  not  be  suipii'icd  if  we  are  opposed  to  the  Liiion,  and  even  it'  nur 
elections  have  mainU  tiiiiud  upon  that  point.  Maikeil  with  so  many  delects  in  its 
details,  the  measure  in  piinciple  li.is  been  advocated  both  in  I''.ii(;l.iiiil  and  here  as 
the  surest  means  of  destioyiiii;  the  political  I  iijhts  and  social  institutions  of  li.df  a 
million  of  people.  Norther  /"in, //'/,■  but  that  one  can  be  sqeee.'cd  out  of  it. 
The  few  coiisiuutional  ad\aiitaj;es  it  seems  to  eoiiler  on  Lower  C'an.ida,  compii.i- 
tively  with  the  late  tempoi.uy  lioveininent,  are  ollensively  curtailed,  and  in  evei  v 
respect  the  whole  of  it  is  iiijni  ions  to  us.  As  to  Li>per  (.'an.ula,  w  ith  the  exception 
of  the  debt,  which  1  confess  is  a  i;  real  boon,  it  diminishes  the  jniblic  hbiities,  ,ind 
we  h.ne  all  been  told  to  rest  satisfied  with  that,  content  or  not.  it  reduces  the 
lej^islative  hiiictions  of  the  .Assembly  to  the  power  of  votiii;;  new  taxes,  bul  without 
power  to  contiol  the  piocecds,  or  apply  them,  except  when  over  about  ;{,'l5i\oro 
yearly,   ind  witli  the  straiif^e  anomaly  of  the  I'AccutiM'  bi.inch  haviii.;  the  inili.ilivi'. 

Lut  .inotlier  thiiij;  is  to  be  dissatislicd  with  the  Lnion,  and  another  thins.;  to  be 
disjio-sed  to  bieaL  everything  on  aeeount  ol  it.  I  am  convinced  th.it  llie  l.'.tc  .\ct 
would  not  be  iinincili;;tely  repealed,  and  that  if  it  was,  it  would  be  only  for  worse. 
It  is  a  well  luiown  fact  that  it  has  been  passed  in  opposition  to  the  well-known 
wishes   ol    Lower  (.'.iiwda.      Iniit    on   injustice,    as   are   presently  towards    us  the 
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metropolitan  autliorities,  from  lack  of  duty  or  from  misapplied  national  prejudice, 
it  is  only  with  time,  and  with  the  help  of  honest  and  liberal  men  amongst  you, 
we  can  instil  better  fcelinjjs  in  the  hearts  of  our  rulers.     Let  us  try  so  to  do,  and  £' 

in  the  meantime  let  Upper  and  Lower  Canadians  know  and  appreciate  each  other 
Detter,  and  cement  a  union  which,  at  all  events,  will  be  prolilable  to  both  ;  it  is 
true  that  if  we  have  not  a  majority  for  good  government  in  the  House  we  may  be 
left  under  the  scourge  of  ordinances  passed  permanent  by  the  late  special  Council, 
but  if  the  same  body  h.ad  lasted,  some  more  ordinances  might  have  heaped  the 
;  system  now  in  operation 

I  ;; 'I  We  do  not  wish  to  make  the  Speakership  a  political   question.     If  you  think  it 

just  that  a  member  speaking  both  languages  should   have  the   honour,  I  would 
;  mention  Mr.    Viger,   Mr.    Cuvillier,  Mr.   Quesnel,  Mr.  Neilson.     The    one   who 

II  f|]  suits  you  best  would,  no  doubt,  be  acceptable   here;  af,  to  offering, '\{  has  never 
' '   ,|i;'                                      been  done,  and  however  proper  in  its  terms  the  circular  of  Sir  Allan  MacNab  was, 

it  has  appeared  to  us  somethmg  strange.     If  you  do  not,  any  more  than  us,  make 

a  political  question  of  the  matter,  and  if  you  wish  to  have  a  member  from  Upper 

l|!i  Canada,  I  think  Sir  Allan  or  Mr.  Merritt  would  have  a  chance.     Wiiy  has  not  Mr. 

Viger's  name  been  mentioned  ?     He  will  certainly  be  the  most  learned  member  in 

historical,  political  and   parliamentary   knowledge,  anil    his  whole  life  has  been 

devoted  to  the  popular  cause.      If  you  prefer  Mr.  Cuvillier,  his  nomination  would 

likely  be  welcome.     We    have  had  very  little  opportunity  of  late  to  know  his 

I  opinions,  but  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  independent  and  liberal.     Mr.  Lafontaine  was 

!  the  proper  choice  to  !«>  made  ;  he  has  been  out-seated  in  a  bush  at  the  furthermost 

extremity  of    a  county,  with  a  population  of  200   Tories  ;.nd  2,000   Liberals. 

Under  the  present  circumstances,  Mr.   Baldwin,  who   otherwise  would  have  met 

our  choice,  could  hardly  be  proposed.     Hut  we  have  great  conlidence  in  him,  and 

''i!,|  so  has  Mr.  Neilson.      My  name  has  been   mentioned  in   Lafontaine's  letters,  and 

■ll  ,  'll'" ',  . 

;|:    |i;l|;  in  yoins.      I  must  not   play  the  hypocrite,  and  will   speak  at  once  on  the  subject. 


Setting  aside  the  ariluousness  of  the  task,  there  would  be  many  more  aged  and 
more  al)le  members,  to  whom  an  injustice  would  be  done  if  any  junior  member 
was  proposed.  Those  members  and  their  friends  would  consiiler  it  invidious.  I 
think,  tlierefore,  that  even  if  I  were  able  to  keep  the  balance  and  reconcile  so  many 
conflicting  parties  as  there  will  be  in  the  House,  I  should  be  out  of  the  (juestion. 
I  had  never  believed  that  I  would  be  thought  of.  I  nni^i  be  on  the  floor,  where  I 
will  try  to  vie  with  my  colleagues  in  zeal,  indejiendence  and  sincerity.  I  know 
prospects  are  not  encouraging,  and  many  think  that  it  is  belter  for  {..ower  Canada, 
in  the  present  time,  to  abstain  altogether  from  politics,  until  justice  is  done  to  us. 
I  am  sometimes  myself  discouraged,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  bring  on  that  justice, 
as  one  of  many,  if  we  can  be  understood,  as  I  have  no  doubt  we  will.  Our 
Quebec  people  intend  to  be  at  Kingston  a  few  days  beforehand  ;  so  the  Montrealers 
will  be  invited  to  do.  Some  hours  of  personal  intercourse  will  do  much  more 
than  a  long  written  correspondence. 

You  see  at  once,  no  doubt,  that  the  annihilation  of  Lower  Canada,  as  it  has  up 
to  this  time  existed  is  a  favorite  project.  The  Tories  of  Montreal,  therefore,  have 
realized  all  their  dreams,  and  they  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  kejit  down,  for 
they  have  all  power  upon  our  lives,  property,  rights,  interests  and   feelings  even, 
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and  that  witliout  any  successful  appeal.  And  encouraged  as  they  are,  they  go  in 
ev(  ry  instance  nuicli  beyond  what  the  authorities  might  have  even  supposed.  Hut 
Lower  Canada,  as  a  community  of  British-born  citizens,  has  been  transferred  to 
that  jiarty,  styling  themselves  exclusively  liritish.  We  are  told  every  day  that  such 
a  system  is  to  be  maintained,  and  we  be  dei>rive(l  of  our  rights  and  existence  by  all 
means,  lawful  or  not.  Will  you  accede  to  that?  A.\\  enlightened  regard  Kio  he 
had  for  Lower  Canada,  that  is  to  say,  the  regard  o^  (he  officials  and  the  pretended 
.^/•///.t// /a'/r.  just  as  they  may  advise  for  themselves  or  fancy  for  their  interests, 
they  being  in  all  points  to  decide  and  judge  lor  us,  to  make  the  law  or  to  evade  it, 
just  as  convenient,  the  regard  being  always  subservient  to  the  annihilation.  Hence 
are  legitimated  fraud,  violence  and  murder  at  elections,  and  every  other  thing 
which  may  be  resorted  to  to  maintain  the  enlightened  regard  with  those  who  have 
assumed  it  to  themselves.  I  cannot  believe,  nor  will  I  ever  believe,  unless  forced 
to  do  so,  that  such  are  the  views  of  Government.  If  they  were,  it  would  be  a 
thing  much  to  be  deprecated.  Ages  of  suflering  and  hatred  would  ensue,  where 
love  and  affection  are  so  easy  to  be  won.  Tiiere  is  no  people  easier  to  govern  or 
to  maintain  in  affection  and  confidence,  if  but  the  Government  would.  Our  poli- 
tical rights  unimpaired  on  the  one  sitle,  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  our  social 
institutions,  unless  amended  by  our  own  consent,  are  the  best  and  probably  the 
only  means  of  securing  for  ever  that  affection  and  that  confidence,  at  heart  and  at 
hand.  It  is  that  truth  that  I  will  endeavour  wit''  all  my  might  to  persuade  to  those 
in  power,  whom  I  would  respectfully  advise  to  shake  off  the  tlirt  which  subservient 
and  interested  partisans  are  heaping  every  day  on  the  sacred  altar  of  justice,  sully- 
ing the  honour  of  the  Empire  itself.  Should  Government  take  a  contrary  course, 
I,  for  one,  would  not  only  support  it,  but  help  it  with  my  utmost  endeavours,  and 
I  would  have  no  fears  for  the  result  of  the  experiment.  I  am  a  friend  to  British 
connexion  and  institutions  if  wo  truly  had  them  ;  they  are  sufficient  to  render  us 
happy  and  contented,  and  to  develop  all  our  energies,  and  capabilities,  towards  one 
same  end — peace,  justice,  and  prosperity.  Let  us  only  endeavour  to  obtain  in 
truth  those  liberties  and  institutions,  and  let  us  join  in  supporting  any  A<lministra- 
tion  which  will  help  us  and  protect  us.  I  will  add  one  wish  more  ;  may  the  pre- 
sent head  of  the  Executive  himself  be  advised  to  adopt  that  liberal  course. 

To  effect  that,  a  change  o{  some  men  is  necessary.  I  have  confidence  in  Mr. 
Baldwin  and  Mr.  Daly.  The  other  gentlemen  from  Upjier  Canada  you  know  better 
than  we  do.  The  two  others  here  are  the  active  agents  o{  tha.t  domination  party  to 
which  we  owe  all  our  evils  ;  they  belong  to  that  class  of  officials  whom  Lord  Durham's 
employees  %Mi\  \.\aX  they  had  done  enough  to  drive  the  people  mad  into  the  iroods,  and 
their  irresponsibility  and  over  enormous  salaries  have  since  been  increased  with  no 
great  capacity  added,  as  far  as  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Day  are  concerned.  What  you 
may  liave  to  say  of  Messrs.  Draper  and  Sullivan  remains  with  you.  Now,  if  you 
cherish  a  hojie  that  the  result  of  our  first  Session  might  be  to  bring  a  change  in  the 
I'.xecutive  Council,  by  replacing  the  above  with  more  able,  more  disinterested, 
more  honest  and  more  pojiular  men,  alike  ready  to  respect  all  and  do  justice  to  all, 
1  have  every  dispo-sition  to  act  in  concert  with  you.  If  the  present  officials  cling  to 
their  money,  why,  let  tht  ii  continue  to  have  it,  and  be  divested  of  the  jiower  of 
doing  evil,  and  let  honest  filvice  be  given  to  the  Governor  on  all  subjects  in  which 
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the  people's  welfare  is  interested ;  let  enlightened  public  opinion  replace  the 
enlightened  regard  oi  "^ixxXy  spirit,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  very  few  of  us  will  be 
wanting  in  the  support  of  Government,  endeavouring  in  the  meantime  to  obtain 
justice  and  redress  either  by  Provincial  legislation  or  by  addresses  to  the  Imperial 
authorities. 

But  let  me  add  one  thing,  and  I  have  done.  Have  you  a  hope  that  Responsible 
gmerninent,  in  the  way  you  understand  it,  or  something  near,  will  be  offered  and 
conceded  to  us  ?  What  would  you  say  of  an  organization  of  officials  strictly  re- 
sponsible to  the  Executive  Summities  only,  who  themselves  would  not  be  in  any 
way  responsible  to  the  popular  branch,  and  would  jiretend,  instead  of 
that,  to  compose  that  branch  at  their  pleasure,  and  render  it  responsible  also  to  them- 
selves ?  Mind  that  there  be  no  misunderstanding  in  terms  when  speaking  of 
Responsible  Government. 

I  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  to  have  given  you  satisfaction  by  thus  explaining  my 
views  to  you.  I  repeat  it,  we  will  easily  be  understood.  You  Reformers  are  our 
only  natural  friends.  We  have  been  loo  sincere  in  our  past  toils  for  liberty  and 
reform,  however  ill-acknowledged  and  ill-rewarded,  to  join  presently  with  men  of 
other  creeds.  This  is  at  least  my  view  of  the  position  which  is  likely  to  be  taken 
■by  my  countrymen,  a  position  independent  from  the  Executive  but  not  hostile  to 
it,  and  even  of  readiness  to  help  and  support  it,  if  it  would  listen  to  our  honest  advice, 
and  offer  to  us  in  its  Councils  the  guarantee  of  men  possessing  public  confidence. 

I  may  still,  if  I  have  leisure,  communicate  to  you  by  letter,  some  views  on  the 
practical  operation  of  Responsible  Government. 

This  long  epistle  will,  I  hope,  atone  for  my  past  negligence.    Excuse  my  English, 
for  I  know  many  of  my  expressions  must  have  been  very  awkward.     This  letter  is 
of  course /mYf/t",  but  I  have  no  objections  to   its    being  communicated,  privately 
.  also,  to  some  of  our  friends,   if  it  can  do  good. 

If  the  Reformers  were  still,  as  should  appear  to  you,  misunderstanding  each  other 
in  both  Provinces,  which,  however,  1  do  not  apprehend  to  be  the  case,  pray  lose 
no  time  in  setting  me  right,  and  giving  further  occasion  to  discussion  and  ex' 
pianution.  What  I  say  I  say  in  good  faith.  If  I  have  not  sooner  written,  I  have 
not,  however,  been  inactive.  I  have  consulted  many  of  our  colleagues  and  other 
friends.  All  agree  in  deprecating  violence,  in  desiring  to  act  in  concert  with  you, 
and  in  expressing  their  confidence  in  your  friends,  and  yourself  personally.  For 
my  part,  dear  sir.  it  shall  be  an  unfeigned  pleasure  to  me,  when  I  am  at  liberty 
to  cultivate  your  acquaintance  and  friendship,  devoid  of  any  political  consideration. 

Mr,  Huot  and  Mr  Parent  beg  to  be  recalled  to  your  friendly  souvenirs. 

Believe  me  ever. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

A.  N.  MORIN. 


I  shall  now  resume  my  narrative. 

"When  Mr.  Baldwin  accepted  office  from  Lord  Sydenham,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  he  believed  that  after  the  consumma- 
tion of  the  Union,  a  Ministry  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  majority 
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of  the  House  of  Assembly  would  be  constituted  by  the  Governor- 
General.     In  a  situation  of  great   difficulty  he  took  what  seemed 
the  only  course  open  to  him.     When  invited,  in  February,  1 841,  to 
become  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  in  virtue  of  the  office 
which  he  held,  he  thought   it  right,  while  accepting  the  office,  to 
intimate  to  several  of  his  new  colleagues,  that  he  could  not  place 
political  confidence  in  them.     The  great  difficulty  was  in  regard  to 
Lower  Canada,  there  being  no  French  Canadians  in  the  Ministry, 
while  the  people  of  that  race  constituted  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  population.      As   no   notice   was   taken   of  Mr.   Baldwin's 
communication,  it  was  most  unfair  to  complain  afterwards  that  he 
acted   in   strict   accordance   with  it.     The  general  election  having 
taken  place,  and   Kingston   having  been   selected  as  the   seat  of 
Government,  the  experiment  of  the  Union  was  now  to  be  subjected 
to  a  severe  test. 


my  English, 
This  letter  is 
ed,  privately 

ng  each  other 
;,  pray  lose 
sion  and  e.\" 
ritten,  I  have 
es  and  other 
ert  with  you, 
onally.  For 
im  at  liberty 
onsideration. 
enirs. 


MORIN. 


ham,  there 
consumma- 
le  majority 
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CHAPTER  V. 


FIRST    SESSION    OF   THE   UNION    PARLIAMENT. 


When  the  members  of  the  new  Parliament  met  at  Kingston,  in  841, 
those  elected  as  Reformers  were  invited  to  attend  a  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  agreeing  on  a  candidate  for  the  Speaker's  chair,  and  of 
forming,  if  practicable,  a  united  party.  The  test  was  confidence,  or 
want  of  confidence,  in  the  existing  Administration,  which  had  been 
formed  by  Lord  Sydenham  from  the  old  heads  of  departments,  who 
had  held  office  prior  to  the  Union.  The  members  present,  without 
exception,  declared  their  want  of  confidence,  after  which  Mr. 
Cuvillier  was  selected  as  the  nominee  of  those  present,  as  Speaker, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Morin  should  move,  and  Mr.  Merritt 
second  the  nomination.  Notwithstanding  this  agreement,  the  members 
present  were  not  agreed  as  to  the  policy  to  be  adopted  in  the  future. 
There  were  really  four  paracs  in  the  House,  and  they  were  described 
at  the  time  as  extreme  Conservatives,  moderate  Conservatives, 
moderate  Reformers,  and  extreme  Reformers.  Sir  Allan  MacNab 
was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  extreme  Conservatives  ;  Mr. 
Draper,  of  the  moderate  Conservatives.  The  moderate  Reformers 
had  confidence  in  Mr.  Secretary  Harrison,  but,  while  generally  sup- 
porting the  Government,  occasionally  voted  with  the  party  known  as 
the  extreme  Reformers,  led  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  from  Upper  Canada, 
and  Messrs.  Neilson,  Viger,  Morin  and  Aylwin,  from  Lower  Canada. 
The  moderate  Reformers  were  anxious  to  support  the  Government, 
while  the  extreme  section  was  desirous  of  exhibiting,  by  some  clear 
and  unmistakable  act,  that  it  did  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the 
House,  as  had  been  expressly  declared  at  the  meeting  of  the  Liberal 
members.  The  election  of  Speaker  appeared  to  be  one  mode  of 
manifesting  want  of  confidence,  as  Mr.  Cuvillier  had  been  present  at 
the  Reform  meeting,  and  had  declared  such  to  be  his  opinion.  It 
became  known,  however,  that  the  Administration  was  prepared 
to  accept  the  choice  made,  and  that  there  was  no  probability  of 
opposition.  When  the  House  met,  the  nomination  was  made  by 
Messrs.  Morin  and  Merritt,  •  agreed  on,  after  which  there  was  a  short 
pause,  so    as  to  give  opportunity  for  another  nomination.     I  was 
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sitting  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  House,  and  Sir  Allan  MacNab  and 
Mr.  J.  S.  Cartwright  on  the  extreme  right.  When  I  saw  that  the 
vote  was  likely  to  be  unanimous,  I  rose  and  said,  in  a  very  few 
words,  that  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  my  constituents  to  exi)lain 
my  reason  for  sui)porting  the  motion,  which  was,  that  I  was  well 
aware  that  Mr.  Cuvillier  had  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  Govern- 
ment as  then  constituted.  I  completely  succeeded  in  my  object,  but 
a  letter  which  I  wrote  on  the  day  of  the  election,  14th  of  June,  1841, 
will  explain  all  that  took  i)lace,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  Speakership 
as  to  an  irregularity  in  the  mode  of  proceeding.  Parliament  had 
been  summoned  to  meet,  but,  as  only  one  branch  of  the  Legislature 
met  on  that  day,  it  was  held  that  there  might  be  a  doubt  as  to  the 
legality  of  all  its  proceedings.     The  following  is  my  letter  : — 

Kingston,  June  14,  1841. 
I  mentioned  in  my  last  that  Mr.  Cuvillier  would  be  the  Speaker.  I  was  not, 
however,  prepared  for  an  unanimous  vote.  The  Coalitionists  played  a  deep  game, 
and  Sir  Allan  MacNab  did  not  desire  to  expose  the  weakness  of  his  own  party. 
The  grand  object  of  the  Coalitionists  was  to  prevent  even  the  appearance  of  a 
triumph  to  the  Reform  party,  and  in  this  they  were  essentially  aided  by  Messrs. 
Thorburn,  Roblin,  and  a  few  others  of  our  wavering  friends.  Mr.  Cuvillier's 
nomination  had  been  made  exclusively  by  the  reform  party,  by  gentlemen,  who  do 
not  pretend  to  have  any  confidence  in  the  present  Administration, — the  best  proof 
of  which  is  the  fact  mentioned  in  my  last  that  Mr.  Morin  was  unanimously  selected 
as  the  proposer  and  Mr.  Merritt  as  seconder.  This,  however,  would  liave  been 
concealed  from  the  public,  had  I  not  stated  to  the  House  the  grounds  upon  which 
alone  I  supported  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Cuvillier.  These  were  his  opposition  to 
many  of  the  provisions  of  the  Union  Bill,  more  particularly  the  Civil  List,  his  strong 
disapprobation  of  the  Lower  Canada  policy  of  the  government,  and  his  entire 
want  of  confidence  in  the  present  Administration.  Mr.  Cartwright  on  this  declared 
that  although  he  had  intended  supporting  Mr.  Cuvillier  he  must,  after  my  declara- 
tion move  in  amendment  that  Sir  Allan  MacNab  be  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 
Messrs.  Thorburn,  Roblin  and  Steele  spoke  in  disapprobation  of  niy  remarks,  as 
being  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  House.  Mr.  Thorburn's  reasons 
for  supporting  Mr.  Cuvillier  were  that  he  is  an  eminent  and  honourable  merchant. 
On  the  same  grounds  he  might  have  advocated  the  claims  of  Mr.  Moffatt.  It 
is  quite  evident  what  the  consequence  of  silence  would  have  been.  Mr.  Cuvillier's 
election,  instead  of  being  an  indirect  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  coalition 
Administraiion,  would  have  been  trumpeted  forth  as  a  victory,  and  we  should  have 
been  told  afterwards  that  had  his  opinions  been  known  he  would  never  have  been 
elected.  I  was  determined  that  the  advisers  of  his  Excellency  should  swallow 
the  bitter  pill  by  publicly  voting  for  a  gentleman  who  had  declared  his  entire 
want  of  confidence  in  thein.  Messrs.  Aylwin,  Price  and  Morin  confirmed  my 
statement  as  to  Mr.  Cuvillier's  opinions,  and  declared  that  they  supported  him  on 
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the  same  grounds.  One  or  two  of  the  Tory  members  called  on  Mr.  Cuvillierto 
disavow  the  opinions  ascribed  to  him,  otherwise  they  could  not  give  him  their 
su})port.  Mr.  Cuviliier,  however,  remained  silent.  Mr.  iUichanan  made  some 
excellent  remarks  which  will,  I  trust,  be  reported.  He  said  the  Administration 
had  at  ]iresint  >/<>  iharachr  at  all.  Mr.  Cu\  illicr  was  at  last  elected  unanimously, 
and  after  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  returned  his  acknow  ledgmeiils  fi)r  the  honour 
conferred  on  him.  A  motion  for  adjournment  having  then  been  made,  Mr.  Aylwin 
in  a  very  eloquent  speech  brought  before  the  Hmise  the  very  extraordinary  conduct 
of  the  Executive.  Parliament  liad  been  summoned  for  the  14th  day  of  June,  which 
'  had  arrived,  but  the  three  estates  had  not  met,  and  no  information  was  before  the 

House  that  it  was  likely  to  be  summoned  to  meet  liis  Excellency  this  day.  The 
honourable  gentleman  quoted  several  legal  authorities  on  the  subject  and  was 
listened  to  with  great  attention.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Ogden.  Attorney- 
General  for  the  East,  and  next  Messrs.  Draper  and  Day  spoke  on  the  same  side. 
Messrs.  Aylwin,  Viger  and  Morin  spoke  at  great  length,  and  with  great  eloquence, 
in  opposition  to  the  course  of  the  Executive.  It  would  be  out  of  my  power  in  a 
letter  to  do  any  justice  to  the  arguments  of  the  Lower  Canada  lawyers,  who  casti- 
gated their  opponents  in  a  manner  that  excited  the  admiration  of  the  House.  One 
thing  was  evident  to  every  one,  viz.,  the  legal  ability  was  entirely  on  our  side  of 
the  House.  Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  s]ieak,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  in 
which  he  was  placed.  His  resignation  had  been  tendered,  Viut  not  accepted. 
Messrs.  Boswell,  Small  and  Price  supported  the  views  of  Mr.  Aylwin,  and  several 
gentlemen  admitted  the  difficulty  into  which  the  House  had  been  brought  by  the 
law  advisers  of  His  Excellency.  The  position  of  affairs  is  this  :  Parliament  was 
summoned  to  meet  on  the  14th  June.  It  has  not  met,  and  has  not  been  protv^'iied. 
It  will  meet  on  the  15th,  a  different  day  from  that  appointed  in  the  proclamation. 
It  appears  very  doul)tful  under  such  circumstances  whether  any  of  its  acts  will  be 
legal.  The  motion  for  adjournment  was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  several 
gentlemen  voting  for  it  avowedly  because  they  wished  to  get  home  for  dinner^  and 
because  they  saw  no  other  mode  of  getting  out  of  the  difficulty  into  which  they 
clearly  admitted  the  country  had  been  brought.  Messrs.  Thorburn,  Thompson, 
Steele,  Williams,  Roblin,  Cameron,  Cooke,  Morris  and  some  other  soi-disant 
Reformers  voted  with  the  Tory  lawyers  against  Mr.  Baldwin.  Messrs.  Merritt, 
Boswell,  Small,  Price,  Powell,  Durand  and  Hopkins  voted  right.  Such  has  been 
the  result  of  the  first  day's  proceedings. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  reference  in  the  letter  to  the 

peculiar  position  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  had  tendered  his  resignation, 

|; ;,)  but  had  not  at  the  time  received  a  reply.      He  had  recommended  to 

the  Governor-General  a  reconstruction  of  the  Administration  so  as 
to  obtain  for  it  that  confidence  which  in  his  opinion  it  did  not 
enjoy.  Lord  Sydenham  was  not  inclined  to  make  any  change,  and 
felt  confident  that  his  Administration  as  then  constituted  would  be 
adequately  supported.  He  had  a  resource  which  he  fully  relied  on 
lor  the  accomplishment  of  his  object.     A  rumour  had  been  industri- 
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ously  circulated  that  unless  the  House  supported  the  Administration 
it  would  be  at  once  dissolved,   and  another  api)cal  made  to  the 
peojile.    'I'he  Speech  from  the  Throne  was  delivered  on  the  15th  ;  and 
by  that  time  Mr.  Baldwin's  resignation  had  been  accepted.       It  was 
evident  that  the  speech   was  likely  to  be  well  received  in  l^pper 
Canada.     A  ])rominent  topic  was  the  development  of  the  resources 
of  the  Province,  by  well  considered  and  extensive  jjublic  works. 
Prominent  among   these  was  the  improvement  of    the   navigation 
from  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Huron  to  the  ocean,  including 
the   shi])  canals,  and  die  channel  of  the   St.   Lawrence.     For  the 
prosecution  of  these  important  works  the  guarantee  of  the  Imi)erial 
Treasury  to  a  loan  of  "  no  less  than  one  million  and  a  half  sterling" 
was  i)romised.     Other  measures  referred  to,  were  the  ])romotion  of 
emigration,   the    reform   of  the   post   office,    the   establishment    of 
municipal  institutions,  and  the  adojjtion  of  an  efficient  provision  for 
the  education  of  the  people.  The  duty  of  proposing  the  resolutions,  on 
which  to  found  the  address  in  answer  to  the  speech,  was  assigned  to  Mr. 
Malcolm  Cameron,  who  laid  them  on  the  table  for  further  consideration 
after  his  speech.      No  time  was  lost  in  demanding  explanations  on 
the  subject,  that  was  occupying  the  minds  of  all,  viz.,  Responsible 
Government.       The   discussion  was  confined  to  the  members  for 
Ui)per  Canada,  with  the  single  exception  of  Mr.  Attorney-General 
Ogden.     Mr.  Draper  explained  at  some  length  the  position  of  the 
Admini3*^ration,  and  was  afterwards   subjected  to  a  kind  of  cross- 
examin  ition,  during  which  he  spoke  no  less  than  seven  times.     On 
the  whcle  the  explanations  were  deemed  satisfactory,  Mr.  Baldwin 
admitting  that  he  had  listened  to  them,  with  a  good  deal  of  pleasure.  It 
became  clear  that  the  Ministers  were  prepared  to  stake  their  offices 
on  the  success  of  their  measures,  and  policy,  and  it  therefore  became 
the  duty  of  the  Opposition  to  regulate  their  future  action,  by  their 
opinions  as  to  the  merits  of  the  Government  measures.     There  was 
however  a  preliminary  question,  viz.,  the  constitution  itself,  which 
had  never  been  even  considered  by  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  Lower  Canada,  and  which,  in  some  respects,  did  not  meet  the 
approval  of  a  large  section  of  th-  population  of   Upper    Canada. 
One  very  prominent  objection  in  both  sections  was  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Civil  List  by  the  Imperial  Parliament.     Another  was  to  the 
scale  on  which  the  representation  had  been  adjusted,  and  another  to 
the  suppression  of  the  French  bcUguage.      I  si)oke  at  some  length  in 
support  of  an  amendment  to  the  address  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
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from  the  Throne,  which  was  moved  by  the  Hon.  John  Ncilson,  of 
Qiiel)cc,  and  the  following  extract  from  my  speech  will  explain  the 
views  which  I  advocated  : 

"  To  many  of  the  details  of  the  bill  he  (Mr.  Hincks)  was  entirely  opposed; 
but  more  particularly  to  the  Civil  List,  which  he  considered  quite  unconstitutional 
and  unwarranted  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  was  licld  to 
be  an  authority.  He  would  appeal  to  his  honorable  friends  now  prosent,  who 
supported  that  resolution,  whether  they  ever  contemplatt'd  that  the  Imperial 
Parliament  were  to  fix  a  Civil  List  for  the  people  of  Canada,  (Cries  of  no,  no.) 
But  even  admitting  such  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  resolution,  it  only  authorized 
permanent  provision  for  the  Governor,  and  Judges,  whereas  he  (Mr.  Hincks)  found 
no  less  a  sum  than  /'20,ooo  sterling  appropriated  for  the  Attoinies  and  Solicitors 
General,  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  administration  of  justice.  The  next 
point  he  would  refer  to  is  the  scale  of  representation.  It  was  idle  to  concede 
Responsible  Government  unless  there  was  a  fair  representation  of  tlie  jieople.  In 
England,  they  had  Responsible  Government  for  years,  but  previous  to  the  reform  in 
parliament  being  granted,  it  was  of  no  practical  use,  and  even  now  the  real  wishes 
of  the  people  are  not  expressed  in  the  House  of  Commons. —  He  (Mr.  Hincks) 
would  state  facts  for  the  information  of  the  house  and  the  country.  In  Upper 
Canada  there  were  42  members,  26  of  whom  were  returned  by  constituencies 
consisting  of  350,000  souls;  while  the  remaining  i6only  represented  about  63,000. 
The  average  of  the  one  class  was  13,500  each,  and  the  other  about  4,000.  In 
Lower  Canada  complaints  equally  well-founded  were  made.  There  never  would 
be  peace  and  tranquillity  in  the  country  until  an  alteration  should  be  made  in  the 
bill  to  remedy  these  evils.  With  regard  to  the  suppression  of  the  French  language, 
he  could  not  but  recollect,  that  the  address  demanding  this  unjust  and  cruel 
provision  was  opposed  by  all  Reformers  in  the  house.  It  was  moved  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  for  Lennox  and  Addington,  (Mr.  Cartwright,)  and  supported 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney-General,  (Mr.  Draper,)  against,  as  was  always 
understood,  the  wishes  of  the  head  of  Government.  When  that  address  was 
proposed,  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  from  the  3rd  riding  York,  (Mr.  Small,)  had 
proposed  an  amendment  in  these  terms  : — "  We  trust  your  Majesty  and  the 
Imperial  Parliament  will  view  our  having  thus  assented  to  the  measures  of  your 
Majesty's  government  upon  this  important  question  without  insisting  upon 
any  conditions  in  the  details  of  a  Uni'-T  which  may  vitally  affect  the  best  interests 
of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada,  as  a  r.  cwed  declaration  of  our  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  your  Majesty's  councils,  and  of  our  reliance  upon  your  Majesty's 
sincere  desire  to  c/o  et^uai  jKSd'cc'  to  all  your  Majesty  t  Canadian  subjects."  True, 
this  amendment  did  not  pass,  but  it  was  supported  not  only  by  his  honourable 
and  learned  friend  Mr.  Small,  but  by  the  hon.  members,  for  North  Lincoln,  Mr, 
Merritt ;  South  Lincoln,  Mr.  Thorburn  ;  Leeds,  Mr.  Morris ;  Dundas,  Mr.  Cook, 
and  also  by  the  late  members  for  Kingston  and  Middlesex.  He  (Mr.  Hincks) 
would  not  dwell  further  at  present  on  the  many  objections  to  the  Union  bill.  He 
did  not  desire  any  immediate  action  upon  the  subject,  but  he  was  anxious  to  keep 
himself  unfettered  from  all  pledges  to  maintain  that  bill  in  its  present  shape.     He 
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felt  that  if  he  were  to  echo  that  speech  he  would  be  deceiving  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  people,  who  are  to  be  called  upon  to  guarantee  a  loan  for  us  on  the  full 
understanding  that  the  present  Constitution  is  to  be  maintained  inviolate.  He 
was  unprepared  in  behalf  of  his  constituents,  to  make  any  such  pledg.-,  and  he 
would  therefore  feel  bound  to  vote  for  any  amendment  which  would  keep  the 
House  unpledged  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ncilson's  amendment  was  rejected,  on  a  division,  only  six 
Ui)per  Canadian  Reformers  voting  with  the  Lower  Canadians  in 
the  minority  of  25  against  50. 

I  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the  removal  of  all  the 
objectionable  provisions  of  the  old  Union  Act.  The  satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  Civil  List,  and  the  restoration  of  the  use  of  the 
French  language,  were  speedily  accomplished,  but  it  was  more  than 
ten  years  before  the  Government,  of  which  I  was  the  leader,  was  able 
to  obtain  the  increase  of  representation,  which,  according  to  one  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Union  Act,  required  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  both  Houses.  I  shall  make  a  brief  reference 
to  the  principal  measures  of  the  Session.  Prominent  among  these 
was  the  bill  for  establishing  municipal  institutions  in  Upper  Canada. 
It  had  long  been  the  practice  to  levy  taxes  on  real  property  in  Upper 
Canada,  to  meet  various  expenses,  chiefly  in  the  administration  of 
criminal  Justice,  which  were  exjjcnded  under  the  authority  of  the 
magistrates  assembled  in  quarter  Sessions.  No  taxes  of  any  kind 
had  been  levied  in  Lower  Canada,  but  Lord  Sydenham  had  strongly 
recommended  that  municipal  institutions  should  be  established,  by 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  in  the  Union  Act.  Clauses  with  this  object 
were  included  in  the  bill  sent  by  him  to  England,  but  during  the 
discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons  they  were  withdrawn,  as  being 
more  properly  a  subject  for  local  legislation.  Lord  Sydenham 
thereupon  introduced  an  ordinance  for  their  establishment  in  Lower 
Canada,  into  the  Special  Council,  and  framed  it  so  as  to  secure,  as 
far  as  in  his  power,  that  it  would  not  become  a  dead  letter.  The 
principal  officers  were  to  be  nominees  of  the  Crown.  The  Municipal 
Bill  introduced  into  the  Assembly,  during  the  first  session  of  the 
first  Union  Parliament,  was  substantially  the  same  as  the  Lower 
Canadian  ordinance,  and  it  soon  became  apparent  that  there  would 
be  a  formidable  opposition  to  it.  The  Conservatives  of  Upper 
Canada,  led  by  Sir  Allan  MacNab,  were  strongly  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  popular  control  over  the  local  a  is  of  the  people. 
The  Lower  Canadians  were  prejudiced  against  an  ordinance  of  the 
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Special  Council,  and  had  no  desire  to  support  any  measure  emana- 
ting from  a  (lovornnient  to  wliich  tiicy  were  in  strong  opposition. 
Mr.  lialdwin  grounded  his  opposition  to  the  Hill,  on  tiie  provision 
for  the  appointment  of  the  Warden,  Treasurer,  and  Clerk,  by  the 
Crown,  instead  of  by  the  muni(:i|)al  I)odies,  and  I  believe  1  am 
correct  in  stating  that  his  opinions  were  shared  by  the  Reformers 
generally.  At  an  early  stage  of  the  |)roceedings,  the  I.ower  Canadian 
ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Lfpi)er 
Canada  Hill,  with  the  vieA'  to  having  them  made  alike  in  all  essential 
points.  This  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  Government  to  yield 
to  the  Upper  Canadians,  on  points  that  were  deemed  essential  for 
Lower  Canada,  and  it  was  soon  formally  announced  that  if  any 
important  amendments  were  made  in  the  Government  Bill,  it  would 
be  withdrawn.  It  was  obvious  to  others,  as  well  as  to  myself,  that 
the  points  in  controversy  were  by  no  means  essential,  and  that  it  would 
be  comparatively  easy,  as  indeed  was  afterwards  i)roved,  to  procure 
amendments  to  any  Municipal  Act,  while  the  total  loss  of  the  bill 
might  lead  to  an  indefinite  jjostponement  of  a  most  important  measure 
of  reform.  I  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  take  an  opposite  course  to 
that  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  on  the  most  important  measure  of  the  Session, 
but  I  was  instrumental  in  saving  the  Bill,  on  which  some  of  the 
divisions  were  very  close.  A  few  years  later,  Mr.  Baldwin  was 
himself  enabled  to  introduce  a  Municijjal  Bill  of  a  much  more  com- 
prehensive character,  but  the  Municipal  system  was  established  in 
1 841.  My  speech  on  the  third  reading  fully  explains  my  views,  and 
I  therefore  give  it  at  length  : 

Mr.  HiNCKS. — When,  sir,  I  was  first  called  upon  to  give  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House,  I  slated  that  I  did  so  under  considerable  embarrass- 
ment. I  found  myself  compelled  most  reluctantly  to  vote  in  opposition  to  my 
honourable  and  learned  friend  from  Hastings,  with  whom  I  have  almost  invariably 
had  the  satisfaction  of  acting,  since  I  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House. 
However,  sir,  after  listening  attentively  to  this  debate,  and  after  participating  in 
the  discussion  of  the  several  clauses  when  in  committee,  I  confess  that  I  am  now 
perfectly  convinced  that  in  giving  my  support  to  the  bill,  I  shall  do  my  duty  to  my 
constituents  and  to  my  adopted  country.  I  shall,  sir,  endeavour  very  briefly  to 
review  the  proceedings  that  have  taken  place  relative  to  this  measure.  Before 
doing  so,  I  may  observe  that  I  acknowledge  myself  to  be  a  party  man,  and  that 
I  have  ever  been  most  anxious  to  act  in  concert  with  that  political  party  to  which 
I  have  been  long  and  zealously  attached.  I  may  at  the  same  time  be  permitted  to 
observe  that  no  political  party  can  be  kept  united  for  any  length  of  time  unless 
its  members  have  such  confidence  in  one  another,  that  they  can  freely  consult 
together  as  to  the  line  of  policy  which  they  ought  to  adopt.     When  this  bill  was 
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first  brought  under  the  consi<leration  of  tl>e  House,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  consult 

with  tho^^L'  of  my  honourable  friends  with  wiiom  I  usually  act,  as  to  the  pmiR-r 

course  which  it  would  be  advisable  for  us,  as  a  party,  to  adopt.     It  appeared  to  us 

all  that  there  were  three  courses  to  pursue  — 1st.  To  discuss    our   bill  on  its  own 

meiits,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  the  Ordinance,  which  was  formerly  passed 

in  the  Eastern  section  of  the  I'rovince,— an  (Ordinance   wliich  I,  sir,  disapprove  of 

in  some  respects,  ju!-t  as  much  as  any  of  my  honourable  friends  from  Lower  Canada. 

I  freely  admit,  sir,  that  such  an  Ordinance  ouylit  never  to  have  been  passed  by 

the   Special   Council,  and   I  was  not  backward  at  the  proi)er  time  in  expressing 

this  opinion.     lUit,  sir,  it  beinj;  now  the  law  of  the  land,  I  conceive  that  it  would 

have  been  much  more  expedient,  for  the  honourable  members  from  the  East,  to  have 

assisteil  us  in  (^etliny  a  better  hill,  in    securing    those   amendments   which   we  all 

concur  in  desiring,  instead  of  fastening  their  Ordinance  like  an  incubus  on  our  bdl- 

Such  a  policy  woulil  have  l)een  similar  to  that,  so  successfully  carried  out  by  tiial 

illustrious  statesman,  Mr.  O'Connell,  for  whose  talents  andintegrity,  the  honourable 

meml)er   for    Hastings   has   as   high    a  respect  as  I    have.     Tiiat  individual  has 

never  to  my  knowledge  refused  to  support  a  good  measure  forEnglanil  ur  Scotland 

because  it  was  not  given  at   the  same  time  to   Ireland.     No  sir,  he  has  gone  on 

the  iirincijile  that  he  would  always  support,  a  lilieral  measure  for  his  fellow-subjects 

elsewhere,  and  has  then  claimed  the  same  measure  of  justice  for  himself.      1  admit, 

however,  that  the  course  to  which  I  have  alluded  (that  of  taking  up  our  bill  on  its 

own  merits)  could  not  have  been  done  without    the   consent  of  the  members  from 

the  lOast.   I  consider  myself  pledged  to  those  honourable  j^entlemen,  that  they  shall 

have  equal  justice,  and  notwithstanding  the  taunts  of  the  honourable  and  learned 

member,  that  some  of  those  so  loud  in  their  demands  for  "  e(iual  justice  "  have  proved 

themselves  backwaril  in  fultillijig  their  pledges,  I  feel  that  1  can   conscientiously 

say  that   every  vote  I  have    given   in    this    House  has   been  in   accordance   with 

that  i)rinciple.     I  will  go  further,  sir — I  will  say  that  I  have  contendeil  almost 

singledianded  in  opposition  to  the  policy  adopted  towards  Lower  Canada,  by  the 

present  Administiation.     I  have  been  accused  of  injuring  the  Reform  cause,    of 

r.acriticing  the  interests  of  the  Reformers  of  Upper  Canada  in  order  to  sustain  an 

impracticable  party  in  Lower  Canada.  I  liave  been  censured  by  the  great  majority 

of  my  political  friends  for  taking  the  course  which  J  did  on  Lower  Canada  politics, 

and  nothing,  sir,  supported  me  in  those  trying  times,  but  a  consciousness  that  I  was 

doing  my  duty.     I  confess,  therefore,  that  I  feel  that  such  remarks  are  uncalled 

for  and  unmerited.     But  to  revert  to  the  subject  before    us.     The  second  course 

open  to  us  as  a  party  was  to  take   our  bill  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Ordinance. 

The  thiril  course  was  to  endeavour  to  amend  both  measures,  and  by  making  the 

amendments  to  the  Ordinance  a  part  of  our  bill,  to  let  them  stand  or  fall  together. 

The  third  course  was  the  one  adopted  by  the  honourable  and  learned  mend)er,  but 

I  am  not  in  any  way  responsible  for  its  being  taken.     I  was  never  in  any  way 

consulted  on  the  occasion,  and  the  lirst  intimation  I  had  of  the  determination  of 

the  honourable  gentlemen  from  the  East,  was  the  notice  given  in  the  House  by  the 

honourable  and  learned  member  for  Nicolet  (Mr.  Morin)  that  he  would  move  to 

refer  the  Ordinance  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  our  bill.     When,  sir, 

1  found  this  step  taken,  although  I  thought  it,  as  I  do  still,  inexpedient,  I  felt  it  to 
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be  my  iliity  on  princiiile  to  jjive  it  my  support,  because  I  thouj^lit  it  ri^jlit  to  slunv 
that  we  woulil  put  both  i>roviiK"es  on  an  equal  footiiii;,  if  we  were  ealieil  uinni  by 
the  Lower  Canada  meinl)eis  to  do  so.  At  tlie  same  lime  I  saw  that  tlie  neeessaiy 
consequence  must  he  that  we  wouKl  have  to  lake  a  K-ss  hbeial  measure  tlian  we 
ini^ht  oiiierwise  have  obtained.  1  know,  sii',  that  it  has  been  said  ih.it  1  iiave 
been  iVightened  by  the  tineats  ofthe  hiinouialih-  and  learned  Secretary  for  the  West 
tliat  he  wouUl  withdraw  the  bill  if  any  amendments  were  carrieil.  I  di^claiu^  being 
influenced  by  any  such  threat.  My  own  judgment  told  me,  sir,  that  to  toice  a 
repeal  uf  that  Ordinance  was  imi)ossil)le.  You  have  not  the  jiower  to  elVect  that 
rejieal,  and  you  know  it  full  well  —it  is  idlt  to  conceal  it.  The  (lovernmrnt  which 
carried  the  l)rilinance  only  a  few  months  ago  would  not  amend  it  now,  when  it  is 
going  into  operation,  if  they  could  possibly  avoid  it,  and  you  have  not  a  majority  to 
force  lhen>  to  do  so.  There  is  besides,  another  branch  of  the  Legislature.  True, 
the  ho.iourable  gentlemen  opposite  are  answerable  for  the  C(.>mposition  of  that 
branch,  but  however  we  may  censure  the  Ciovernment,  for  the  selections  tliat  have 
been  made,  there  is  no  present  remedy.  It  is  idle,  sir,  to  talk.  Ilonou''  ble  gentle- 
men know  full  well  that  to  repeal  the  t)rilinance  nt  present  is  impossible.  Hy 
fastening  our  bill  to  that  Ordinance,  then,  and  declaring  that  both  must  be  the 
same  in  the  leading  principles,  I  conceived  that  we  placed  ourselves  in  this  position  : 
we  had  to  determine  whether  we  would  take  the  bill  as  it  stands,  or  reject  it 
altogether.  Now,  sir,  1  confess  that  it  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  to  me  to  hear 
the  very  extraordinary  difl'erences  of  opinion  that  have  heen  expressed  on  this 
subject.  In  another  part  of  this  building,  only  a  few  minutes  ago,  I  heaul  it  pro- 
nounced a  measure  "  liberal  without  a  precedent."  Tlie  honourable  and  gallant 
Knight  from  Hamilton,  and  the  honourable  a  d  learned  member  for  Lennox  and 
Addington  say  that  it  is  republican  and  deujocratic  in  principle,  and  that  if  it  be 
adoi)ted,  the  peojile  will  have  almost  uncoiilroUed  i>ower.  .-Vt  the  same  time  we 
are  assured  by  the  honourable  and  learned  member  for  Hastings  that  it  is"  an 
abomiiKilile  bill  "  "  a  monstrous  abortion" — that  he  views  it  with  detestation. 
It  is  certainly  not  a  little  sur|irising  that  two  parties  so  very  op[)osite  in  their  views 
on  this  very  question  should  unite,  and  I  cannot  helj>  observing  that  charges  of 
:oalition  are  ([uite  as  applicable  to  one  side  of  the  House  as  to  the  other.  1  shall 
now,  sir,  revert  as  brietly  as  possible  to  the  various  objeciions  to  this  bill,  urged 
by  the  honourable  and  learned  member  for  Hastings,  both  in  his  speech  this  evening 
and  in  his  amendments.  The  (irst  points  are  the  election  of  olhcers  and  pa\  nuni 
of  wages  to  the  members.  1  concur  entirely  with  the  views  of  the  honourable  and 
learned  member  on  these  points,  but  as  our  bill  was  on  the  same  footing  as  ihe 
Ordinance,  and  as  the  amendments  would  necessarily  have  been  fatal  to  the  measure, 
I  was  compelled  most  reluctantly  to  oppose  him.  Mut.sir,  let  us  examine  a  little 
into  facts.  The  honourable  and  learned  member  conceded  the  appoint nient  of 
Treasurer  to  the  Governor,  and  he  also  was  willing /c'  Id  Ihf  Udnirn  /(•  iipf^ointi-U 
/i'r //rr ///,(/ ///'Vt'  re. 'J,  after  which  he  was  to  be  elected  by  thefouncil.  Now, 
sir,  if  this  appointment  is  so  despotic,  if  it  renders  the  bill  such  a  "  monstrous 
aboition,'  why  iiave  it  for  three  years  ?  The  country  would  gain  nothing  for  three 
years  by  the  proposed  amendments. — Now,  sir,  I  think  that  long  before  three 
years    we   shall    be   able  to  jjet  an  amendment  to  this  bill  that  will  entirely  meet 
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the  wishes  of  the  lununiralilf  aiul   learned  meniluT  as   well   as   myself.      F.et  it    \t 
marked  well   that  ni  these   respeets  no  amendment  was  to  take  jilaee  for /'';;vv  \i\ns. 
The  ne\l  ihhiiI   of  tlu'  lionoiiraMe  and  learned  j;entleman  is  the  territorial  divisions, 
which  in  some  di^triets  are  too  larj;e.     (Iranled.     I  his,  however,  is    an    evd     which 
we  have  it  alwavs  in  our  power  to  remove.     I'lvery  session  almost    we  .ue    sitting 
apart  new  distriets.  an  1  there  can  l>e  nodoid)t  that  as  our  po|ndation  iiureases  the 
si»e  of  the  distriets  will  he  reduced.     lUit  surely  the  iionourahle  and  le.mud  i;entle- 
nuin    should    reeolleet    that    this    very  ohjeetion    applies  with   stdl  j;re.it''i'   force  to 
juries.      The  (leople  are  now  con'iielled  to  travel  from   the  e\treniil\  of  these  larj^e 
districts  four  times   a   year  to  the    (Juarter  Sessions,  and   also  to  the  .Assizes.      If, 
therefore,  the  ilist.\nce  is  too  j;reat  for   Municipal  institutions  it  is  .dso  ton  t^re.it  for 
the  people   to  he  compelled  to  attend  the  courts.      The  next  ol>jection  is  the  ]Hiwer 
of  the  councils  to  horrow.       I'he  honouiahle  and  learneil  mnnlur  would  not  peiniit 
them  to  ruse  money  hy  loan  on  the  security  of  tolls  or  ta.\es,  hut  merely   to   e\pend 
tl'.e  ta\i  s  r.ii'-ed.      I  confess,  sir,  1   was  astonished   to   hear  this  ohjeetion,  for  I  ilid 
not  think  such  a  principle  would  he  supporteil  hy  a  sin(;le  memher  on  the  floor  of 
this  House.      Why,   Mr.  .Speaker,  the  honourahle  and  learned   memher  knows  full 
well  lli:it  llie  imnpike  toads  in  the  neifjhhourliood  of  'roronto,  the  heneht  of  which 
he  has  himself  enjoyed,  have  all   heen    made   with  borrowed   money,  and  he  nuist 
know  how  anxious  the  people  are  to  ohtain  fresh  loans  to  ^o  on  with  these  roatls. 
When  the  macadaiiii/.eil  roads  were  lirst  commenced  they  were  (^enerallv  unpopular 
with  the  f.irmers.      Many   said  that   they   would   never  |iay  tolls,  that  thev   would 
destioy  the  j^ates,  hefore  they  would  siihmit  to  such  imposition  ;   hut  no  soonei  did 
they  experu'iiee  the  advantaL;es   of  ^ood   roads  than  they  urj^ed  the  entire  comple- 
tion of  the  main  lines  of  comnnmication  in  the  district.     The  next  ohjeetion  taken 
by  the  lumomahle  an<l  learned  memher  is  the  system  of  assessment.      Mis  amend- 
ment ho\\(  vei'.  onl\  went  to  the  extent  of  taxing  wild  lands  accordini;  to  their  value, 
lie  ai;u\'s  with  me  that  all   land  shouM  he  so  ta.\etl,  and  1  helieve  there  is  haidly 
a    dissenting    voice    m   the    House   on  the  subject.     The    honourahle    and    learned 
Secretary  says  that  the  llovernment  are  in  favour  of  a  chanj^e  in   the    system,  hut 
they  will  not  he  pupared  with  a  measure  on  the  subject  till  next  Session.      Now, 
.iltlioui;li  I  vrted  loi  this  amendment  of  the  honour.ihle  and  learneil  t;eiilleman,  both 
in  commiitee    and   in  the  Ibnise,  1  think  his  better  course   would    lie  to  introduce  a 
separati'  hill  to  amend  the  assessment  laws,  which  1  am  assured  would  carry  unani- 
mously.    1  have  now,  sir,  stated  the  objections  of  the  honourahle  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  llastini^'s  to  the  bill,  ami  which  he  conceives  strong  enoui;h  to  justify  him 
in  rejecting;  it  alto(;ether.     I  caniiKit,  sir,  concur  with  him  in  takinj;  such  a   course. 
Much  as  I  woulil  desire  to  see  many    of  those   amendments  cairied  into  ellect,  1 
could  not  justify  myself  to  my   constituents  in  depriving  tlu-m,  on  such  ^loiiiiils,  o 
Mimicip.d    institutions.       1    am    content   to  let    the    i'eo|de    decide   whethei     these 
objections   are  of  stilVicient  importance  to  justify    Reformers    in  joinini;    v\ilh    the 
honourahle  and  i.;allant  Knij^hl  from  1  lamilton  in   his  attempt   to    postpoiu-   to  an 
indehnite  period  layint;  a  foundation  for   Municipal   institutions,  the    superstructure 
of  whiehwill  in  a  vi'ry  short  time  be  everythinjj  that  the  people  can  desire, — at  any 
rate  if  it  be  not,  il  will  he  their  own  '"ault.    I  know,  Mr.  Sjieaker,  the  deej)  responsi- 
bility 1  have  taken  on  myself  in  adoi>tin(;  this  course.      I  am  well  aw  are,  sir,  that 
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already   every  species  of  slander  and  calumny    has  been  resorted  to,  in  order  to 
destroy  my  public  character.     I  have  been  held  up  in  the  public  prints   as  having 
sold  myself  to  the  Government.     From  political  opponents  I  can  expect  nothing 
else  but  such  attacks,  but,  sir,  I    confess  I  have  been  pained  at   the  insinuations 
which   have    proceeded  from  other  quarters.     The    allusions   to   "  expectants  of 
office,"  "  government  influence,"  I  cannot.  I  ought  not,  to  altect  to  misunderstand. 
I  shall  leave  the   Reformers  of  Upper  Canada  to  judge   whetlier  I  have  deceived 
them,  and  I  have,  I  think,  some  claims  upon  the  sympathy  of  Reformers.     My  first 
connection  with  political  life  was  at  a  very  eventlul  period  in  the  history  of  this 
colony,  at  a  time,  sir,  when  hardly  a  journal  in  this  Province  dared  to  stand  forth 
in  defence  of  the  great  principle,  which  is  now  recognized  as  the  only  one  on  which 
our  Government  should  be  administered.    During  a  very  dark  period  of  our  history 
I  defended  that  principle  and  the  party  who   supported  it,  and  it  was  at  a  time 
when  I  had  nothing  to  expect  but  incarceration  in  a  dungeon  as  my  reward.     The 
difficulties    arid  eml)aTrassments  to  which  a  public  journalist    is  exposed  cannot 
readily  be  imagined  by  those  who  have  not  encountered  them,  and  not  the  least    of 
them  is  the  odium  to  which  a  faithful  advocate  of  popular  rights  is  necessarily 
exposed.     He  is  the  mark  for  all  the  animosity  of  the  hostile  party.     I  have,  sir, 
at  least  endeavoured  to  discharge  my  arduous  duty  faithfully  and  conscientiously. 
I  have  never  asked  a  favour  from  the  Government,  since  I  took  up  my  residence  in 
this  Province,  and  no  one  knows  V  jtter  than  the  honourable  and  learned  member 
for  Hastings  that  when  he  was  in  place,  and  when  there  were  prospects  of  our  party 
having  influence,   1  never  stipulated  for  any  personal  reward.     1  was  willing  to 
give  our  party  an  independent  support  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability.     With  regard 
to  the  people  of  Lower  Canada,  I  feel  that  from  them  I  certainly  deserve  better 
than  that  they  should  ascribe  to  me  improper  motives.  I  have  fought  their  battles 
through  good  report,  and  through  evd  report,  and,  sir,  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  I 
ever  give  a  vote  in   opposition  to   them.      I  am    not  desirous,  Mr.    Speaker,  of 
occupying  the  lime  of  the  House  with  remarks   which  have  been  in  some  degree  of 
a  personal  character.   I  would  not,  however,  have  done  justice  to  myself  had  I  not 
availed  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  repel  the  insinuations   which  have 
l)een  made  against  my  political  integrity,  and  to  assert  that  my  vote  in   favour  of 
that  bill  is  as  conscientious  and  independent  as  that  of  any  honourable  member  on 
the  floor  of  this  House.     It  is  dictated  solely  by  a  deep  sense  of  llie  duty  which  I 
owe   to  my  constituents  and  my  country,  and   I  know  and   feel  that  it  wdl  be 
appreciated  by  them. 

The  Bill  for  establishing  common  ■.schools,  and  for  granting  a 
liberal  stun  annually  for  their  maintenance,  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Solicitor  Day,  whose  recent  death,  after  a  most  honorable  public 
career,  has  been  very  greatly  dei)lored  by  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
was  carried  without  opposition. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  after  the  introduction  of  the  School  Bill, 
a  num])er  of  petitions  were  presented,  praying  that  the  Bible  should 
be  adopted  as  a  school  book.     This  led  to  the  reference  of  the  Bill  to 
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a  large  select  committee,  which  recommended  the  introduction  of  the 
Separate  School  clause,  which  was  not  in  the  Bill  as  originally  intro- 
duced. 

There  was  some  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  details  of 
the  votes  for  minor  public  works,  esjjecially  roads,  but  the  recom- 
mendations made  in  the  Governor-General's  message  were  substan- 
tially adopted.  I  think  it  worth  making  a  brief  quotation  from  that 
message,  dated  20th  Aug.,  1841,  with  refexence  to  a  public  work,  of 
which  I  have  always  been  a  warm  supporter,  but  which,  through 
what  I  have  thought  an  unworthy  jealousy  of  Montreal,  has  been 
opposed  in  later  days.  The  message  reads  as  follows  : — "  The 
"  completion  of  the  Welland  Canal,  the  opening  the  communica- 
"  tion  between  Kingston  and  Montreal  by  the  River  St.  Lawrence, 
"  for  schooners  and  steamboats ;  the  improvement  of  Lake  St. 
"  Peter,  and  the  navigation  between  Quebec  and  Montreal  for  vessels 
"  of  large  burthen." 

The  recommendations  in  regard  to  all  the  more  important 
works  were  api)roved  of,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  St.  Law- 
rence Channel  improvement  would  have  been  effected  by  the  Public 
Works  Department,  but  for  the  difference  of  opinion,  which  arose 
with  reference  to  the  straight  channel,  between  the  late  Mr.  Killaly, 
supported  by  naval  officers  of  the  highest  standing,  and  the  late 
Captain  Armstrong,  whose  opinion  in  favour  of  the  present  channel 
was  zealously  advocated  by  the  late  Hon.  John  Young.  Eventually 
the  work  was  entrusted  to  the  IMontreal  Harbour  Commissioners,  the 
money  required  for  its  prosecution  being  raised  on  the  security  of 
the  Canadian  Government.  Another  measure,  on  which  I  felt 
compelled  to  support  the  Government,  in  opposition  to  several  of 
my  Reform  friends,  wa:  the  projected  bank  of  issue-  The  subject 
was  one,  in  which  I  had  long  taken  a  deep  interest,  indeed  I  had 
reason  to  believe  that  I  was  one  of  a  very  few  members  of  the  House 
who,  in  Lord  Sydenham's  opinion,  thoroughly  comprehended  and 
approved  of  his  views.  In  a  private  letter  of  Lord  Sydenham's, 
dated  nth  July,  1841,  he  referred  to  this  question  as  one  which,  "  as 
"  it  involves  private  and  class  interests,  I  do  not  feel  certain  of 
"  getting  it  through."  It  was,  he  wrote,  "  the  establishment  of  a 
"  per^ctly  sound  paper  j;urrency  by  means  omingle  state  bank 
"  of  issye,"  adding  "  the  principle,  in  short,  for  which  I  contended  in 
*'  the  Cabinet,  in  the  first  instance  in  1833,  and  which  Sam  Loyd 
"  has  since  so  ably   advocated   in  a   pamphlet."      The  pamphlet 
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alluded  to,  by  Samuel  Jones  Loyd,  afterwards  Lord  Overstone,  who 

died  last  year  at  the  advanced  age  of  88,  I  had  read   a  few  years 

previously,  and  had  been  much  struck  with  the  soundness  of  the 

views  therein  advocated,   which  were,  in    1844,  embodied  by  Sir 

Robert  Peel  in  his  Bank  Act  of  that  year,  which  has  since   been 

maintained  intact  by  successive  administrations  o{  conflicting  views 

on    other    subjects.      In    the   life  of   Lord   Sydenham  there  is  a 

memorandum  on  the  paper  currency  suggested  for  Canada  in  1841, 

to  which  I  propose  to  make  a  brief  reference.     He  suggested  "  a 

"  prohibition  of  the  issue  of  all  notes   payable  on  demand  by  any 

"  but  the  Provincial  bank."     Lie  estimated  the  average  circulation  of 

notes  at  the  time  at  $4,000,000,  against  which  he  thought  $3,000,000 

might  be  issued  on  public  securities  and  $1,000,000  on  gold, — all  in 

excess  of  $4,000,000  to  be   issued  on  gold  alone  j   in  process  of 

time — one    or    two    years — if    the   circulation    should    have   been 

largely    increased,   the   amount   invested  in   public  securities   was 

to    be    likewise   proportionately    increased.       The    conclusion    of 

the  memorandum   is    as  follows :     "  The    advantages    of  such    a 

"  system  would  be  the  following  :  First,  a  paper  currency  would  be 

"  established  perfectly  secure  of  convertibility  into  the  value  which 

"  it  represented.      It  would  be  subject  to  no  fluctuations,  except 

"  those  which  the  greater  or  less  amount  of  the   real   transactions  of 

"  the  country  demanding  a  circulation,  imposed   on  it.     It  would 

"  effectually  prevent  all  those  most  injurious  fluctuations  in  the  value 

"  of  every   man's  property,  which  arise   from  the  over   issues  and 

"  sudden  contractions,  necessarily  attending  the  issue  of  paper  by 

"  a  number  of  conflicting  bodies.      Secondly,  the  whole  profit   of 

"  the  issue,  in  other  words,  of  the  power  of  coining  a  cheap  currency, 

"  would   belong   to  the   State — at  the  lowest   calculation   equal  to 

"  ;^30)00o  ($120,000)  or  ;^3S,ooo  ($140,000)  a  year,  and  capable, 

"  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  of  increasing  to  double  or  treble  that 

"amount.      Thirdly,    a    large    sum,  -not     less    than    ;;^75o,ooo, 

"  ($3,000,000)  would  be  at  once  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  State 

"  for  the    prosecution    of  public   works,    without  the  necessity  of 

"  going  into  the  money  market  to   borrow,  and  thus  increasing  the 

"  rate  of  interest,  which  the  Province  would  have   to  pay  for  the 

"  large  loans  it  may  be  called  upon  to  contrac'.."     Resolutions  in 

accordance  with  the  above  views  were  laid  before  the  House,  but,  on 

he  motion   of  Mr.  Baldwin    were    indefinitely    postponed.     Lord 

Sydenham's  biographer  was  of  opinion  that,  "  considering  the  exten- 
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"  sive  influence  of  the  private  banks  in  Canada,  the  failure  could 
"  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise."  Political  feeling  had  probably  even 
more  influence  than  the  banks.  The  lower  Canadians  of  French 
origin  voted  with  Mr.  Baldwin,  as  did  Sir  Allan  Macnab,  Mr.  Cart- 
wright,  and  other  Conservatives  in  opposition.  Several  of  the 
Reformers  who  usually  voted  with  the  Government  abandoned  it  on 
this  question.  I  was  of  opinion  at  the  time,  and  have  never  had 
any  reason  to  change  it,  that  there  was  a  fatal  defect  in  the  scheme 
suggested  by  Lord  Sydenham.  The  bank  loans  to  the  commercial 
classes,  to  the  extent  that  they  were  based  on  circulation,  would 
necessarily  have  had  to  be  withdrawn  at  very  serious  loss,  and  a 
commercial  crisis  would  have  been  the  inevitable  result.  This 
might  have  been  guarded  against,  by  permitting  the  existing  banks 
to  retain  their  right  of  issue,  to  the  extent  of  their  average  circula- 
tion, a  course  adopted  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  England  a  few  years 
later.  I  had  great  confidence  that  if  the  proposition  had  been 
entertained  by  the  House  it  might  have  been  so  modified  as  to  have 
been  free  from  the  objection  that  I  have  stated  above. 

No  measure  excited  more  interest  during  the  Session  of  1841  than 
the  Lower  Canada  Election  Bill.  Several  elections  were  believed 
to  have  been  unfairly  carried.  In  the  case  of  Terrebonne  it  was 
notorious  that  Mr.  Lafontaine  had  the  support  of  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  electors,  and  yet  he  was  defeated  by  Dr.  McCuIloch 
of  Montreal.  The  polling  place  was  fixed  at  the  extremity  of  the 
county,  and  on  the  day  of  election  was  taken  possession  of  by  an 
armed  body  of  men,  chiefly  non-electors.  There  had  been  an 
election  law  in  force  in  Lower  Canada  which  was  to  expire  at  the 
end  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament  after  a  certain  date,  then  long 
passed.  It  was  supposed  very  generally  that  the  law  had  expired 
some  three  or  four  years  previously,  but  it  was  held  by  high  legal 
authorities  that,  in  order  to  constitute  a  session,  an  Act  must  have 
been  passed,  and  as  no  business  had  been  transacted  at  the  meetings 
of  the  Legislature  of  Lower  Canada  which  preceded  the  rebellion,  it 
was  contended  that  the  election  law  was  still  in  force.  The  peti- 
tioners against  the  returns  of  those  imduly  elected  had  neglected  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  old  law,  which  they  believed  to 
have  expired  some  three  or  four  years  previously,  and  the  petitions 
were  accordingly  rejected.  There  was  a  very  general  feeling  in  the 
House  that  such  a  mode  of  disposing  of  the  complaints  of  the  peti- 
tioners would  be  a  denial  of  justice,  and   accordingly  Sir  Allan 
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Macnab,  the  Conservative  leader,  introduced  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the 
trial  of  the  elections  complained  of  This  Bill,  notwithstanding  the 
opposition  of  the  Government,  was  carried  by  large  majorities,  having 
been  supported  by  the  Conservatives,  by  the  regular  Opposition,  and 
by  a  considerable  number  of  the  moderate  Reformers,  who  usually 
voted  with  the  Government.  It  was  rejected  by  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  this  was  a  serious  blow  to  the  Opposition. 

It  was  very  gratifying  to  me  that  in  my  first  Session  I  was  chosen 
by  the  Select  Committee  on  "Currency  and  Banking"  to  be  its 
Chairman,  and  that  on  the  recommendation  of  that  Committee 
important  reforms  were  effected,  especially  the  limitation  of  the  use 
of  the  British  silver  tokens,  which  had  previously  been  legal  tender 
to  an  indefinite  amount.  It  may  be  interesting  to  give  the  names  of 
the  other  members  of  the  Committee,  as  recorded  in  the  vote  on  the 
resolutions  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Issue.  For  the  resolutions  Messrs. 
Moffatt,  Quesnel,  Simpson,  Harrison,  Dunn,  Dunscomb,  and 
Cameron,  7.  Against  them  Messrs.  Holmes,  Cartwright,  Neilson, 
Morris,  Buchanan,  Merritt  and  Burnet,  7.  The  resolutions  were 
carried  by  my  own  casting  vot*j  as  Chairman.  A  brief  extract  from 
some  explanatory  remarks  made  by  me  at  the  time  may  be  interest- 
ing, and  I  have  added  tq  them  the  letter  from  Dr.  Raguet  to  Mr. 
Cowell,  Agent  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  which  I  had  referred  : 

We  shall  avail  ourselves  of  the  present  opportunity  to  examine  some  of  the  ob- 
jections which  have  been  urged  against  the  Bank  of  Issue.  It  has  been  asserted 
that  the  effect  of  establishing  such  an  institution  would  be  to  increase  very  ma- 
terially the  power  of  the  Executive.  This  is  a  most  erroneous  assumption.  ITie 
Bank  would  have  no  control  whatever  over  the  public,  as  it  would  neither  discount, 
receive  deposits,  nor  deal  in  Exchange.  Its  functions  would  be  to  supply  the  paper 
currency  of  the  country,  precisely  as  the  Mint  does  the  metallic.  The  second 
objection  is  that,  as  the  protits  of  the  existing  Banks  are  principally  derived  from 
their  circulation,  they  would  be  compelled  to  wind  up  their  affairs  and  close  busi- 
ness if  deprived  of  that  privilege.  To  this  we  answer  :  Banks  are  established  be- 
cause the  public  convenience  requires  them,  and  it  is  quite  evident  that  they  must 
obtain  a  remunerative  profit.  Under  the  present  system  a  portion  of  this  profit 
is  derived  from  the  public  at  large,  who  hold  their  notes.  If  they  were  deprived 
of  the  right  of  issue  they  would  obtain  precisely  the  same  profit,  but  it  would  have 
to  be  paid  />}'  their  customers,  as  it  is  in  England,  where  the  most  profitable  business 
is  done  by  Banks  of  Discount  and  Deposit  alone.  So  far,  then,  as  the  Banks  are 
concerned,  they  would  be  paid  under  the  proposed  system  by  their  customers, 
instead  of,  as  at  present,  by  the  community  at  large.  It  is  said  that  if  the  Banks 
were  suddenly  called  on  to  redeem  their  present  circulation  they  would  have  to 
contract  their  loans,  and  thus  bring  distress  upon  their  debtors.    This  difficulty  has 
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undergone  serious  consideration,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  it  may 
easily  be  overcome.  Even,  however,  admitting  that  some  temporary  inconvenience 
might  Ik;  experienced,  it  should  weigh  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  permanent 
good  that  would  l)e  effected  for  the  country.  Every  additional  charter  to  issue 
paper  money  increases  the  difficulty  of  changing  the  system. 

We  find  that  in  England  and  the  United  States,  notwithstanding  that  the  most 
eminent  financiers  have  become  convinced  that  the  only  mode  by  which  a  sound 
paper  currency  can  be  obtaiiied  is  through  a  Bank  of  Issue  under  the  control  of 
Government,  so  rooted  is  the  present  system  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  change 
it.  Canada,  on  the  contrary,  has  an  opportunity  at  present  that  she  may  never 
have  again  of  establishing  a  currency  that  will  \)e  the  admiration  of  the  world. — 
We  have  copied  in  our  j)resent  number  a  letter  from  Dr.  Raguet  of  Philadelphia 
to  Mr.  Cowell,  agent  for  the  Hank  of  England,  in  which  a  scheme  for  al?ank  of 
Issue,  suhstnntially  the  same  as  that  which  has  been  proposed  for  Canada,  is  ably 
advocated.  We  confess  we  have  but  slight  hopes  that  this  important  measure  will 
be  carried  into  operation.  The  Bank  influence  is  powerful  in  the  House  of 
Assembly,  A  few  years  ago  the  Lower  Canada  members  were  opposed  to  the 
present  Banking  system,  but  it  will  l)e  found  that  the  infl  lence  of  the  Banque  du 
Peuple  is  quite  as  strong  as  that  of  the  Chartered  Banks. 

CURRENCY    AND  BANKING, 

I.i'ttrr  from  Condy  Kaguet,  LL.D.,  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Philadeiphia. — Author  of  "  The  Pr'mcifles  of  Free  Trade  Illustrated,^^  and  of  ''  A 
Treatise  on  Currency  and  Banking,'^  to  jfohn  W,  Cmvcll,  Esq.,  Agent  of  the  Bank 
of  England  in  the  United  States. 

Philadelphia,  April  15,  1839. 

My  Dear  Sir, — As  you  are  upon  the  eve  of  departure  for  England  after,  as  I 
understand,  a  highly  successful  issue  to  your  financial  mission  to  this  country,  1  take 
occasion  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  the  "Treatise  on  Currency  and  Banking  "  of  which 
you  have  seen  a  few  of  the  early  chapters,  in  the  hope  that  yon  will  find  them  in  the 
main  in  accordance  with  your  own  views  on  these  important  subjects.  I  am  the 
more  inclined  to  this  expectation  from  recollecting  the  tenor  of  the  frequent  con- 
versations I  have  had  with  you.  from  which  I  need  hardly  say  I  derived  much 
valuable,  instructive,  and  practical  information,  as  well  as  from  a  perusal  of  the 
unpublished  ]ianiphlet  with  a  copy  of  which  you  favoured  nie,  setting  forth  your 
individual  opinions  upon  the  best  system  of  refoitn  for  the  pajier  currency  of 
England. 

In  rej;ard  to  the  latter  subject  I  am  free  to  confess  that  the  United  States  have  a 
det^  interest  in  its  discuision,  and  they  will  owe  much  to  the  political  economist 
or  statesnan  who  shall  l)e  so  fortunate  as  to  successfully  advocate  a  reform  that 
shall  prevent  fluctuations  in  the  currency  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  some  years 
since  remarked  in  ouf  Congress,  by  a  meml^r,  (hat  the  barometer  of  the  money 
market  of  the  United  States  was  hanging  up  in  the  Stock  Exchange  of  London, 
Since  the  conflagration  of  that  building  I  would  :;ay  that  the  barometer  has 
been  hanging  up  in  the  "  parlour  "  of  the  Bank  of  England  ;  and  in  truth  bo 
closely  allied  are  our  two  currencies  by  the  ill-advised  change  in  our  gold  coinage, 
in  the  year  1834,  that  it  is  impossible  that  any   expansion  or  contraction  of  the 
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currency  cnn  take  place  in  En^jland  that  will  not  be  felt  here  ;  in  the  one  case, 
inviting  our  banks  to  extend  their  discounts,  and  thereby  excite  overtrading  and 
speculation ;  in  the  other  case  compelling  them  to  contract  their  loans  and 
thereby  produce    a  general  commercial  embarrassment. 

The  plan  you  have  suggested,  and  to  whicli  I  have  above  referred,  appears  to  me 
eminently  adapted  to  accomplish  the  end  proposed  ;  and  if  the  paper  currency  of 
the  country  were  under  the  control  of  a  shtgk  legislative  body,  as  it  is  in  England, 
instead  of  thirty  bodies  as  it  is,  /  would  recommend  it  as  the  best  plan  I  have  yet  met 
with  for  enabling  the  public  to  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  a  paper  circulation  without 
any  of  its  ails. 

According  to  that  plan,  as  I  understand  it,  the  Mint  is  to  issue  certificates  for 
sums  of  one  pound,  five  pounds,  and  any  greater  denomination,  upon  a  depositor 
gold  of  equal  amount,  and  such  fixed  proportion  of  the  gold  so  deposited  as  may 
be  ascertained  from  experience  to  be  the  amount  that  may,  with  the  most  perfect 
safety,  be  withdrawn  by  exportation  from  the  metallic  portion  of  the  currency,  is  to 
be  immediattly  invested  in  the  public  funds,  by  Commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose.     By  this  process  the  following  results  will  be  effected  : 

Firstly.  The  mixed  currency,  after  the  exportation  of  the  gold  above  referred  to, 
will  be  precisely  equal  to  the  quantity  of  coin  that  would  have  existed  in  the 
country  had  there  been  no  Mint  Certificates. 

Secondly.  The  country  would  derive  the  profits  resulting  from  the  employment 
of  a  certain  amount  of  capital  in  commercial  pursuits  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  unprofitably  employed  as  currency. 

Thirdly.  The  public,  and  not  private  corporations  or  individuals,  would  enjoy  a 
profit  resulting  from  the  circulation  of  the  paper  money  precisely  equal  to  the 
accruing  interest  on  the  public  debt  held  by  the  Commissioners — and. 

Fourthly.  The  country  would  be  entirely  exempted  from  any  fluctuation  in  the 
currency  other  than  that  to  which  a  metallic  currency  is  liable  ;  it  being  necessarily 
incident  to  the  plan  that  whenever  Mint  Certificates  shonld  be  returned  in 
payment  for  gold,  the  Commissioners  should  obtain  in  the  market  by  a  sale  ot 
public  securities,  an  amount  of  coin  precisely  equal  to  that  which  was  invested,  on 
the  issue  of  the  notes  so  returned. 

Against  the  soundness  of  this  plan  I  am  not  able  to  see  any  objections.  How 
far  a  general  panic  arising  from  war  or  domestic  disturbance  might  render  it  difficult 
to  sell  public  securities  in  a  time  of  emergency,  you  are  far  better  able  to  judge 
than  I  am.  Certain  is  it,  however,  that  no  depression  of  the  slock  market  could 
result  from  a  reaction  of  an  expanded  state  of  the  currency,  the  most  frequent 
cause  of  depression  at  the  present  day,  for,  as  there  would  be  no  expansion,  there 
could  be  no  reaction . 

Before  parting  I  cannot  omit  the  occasion   to  say   to  you  that,   although    the 

political  horizon  is  at  this  moment  somewhat  overcast,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that 

two  countries  like  Great  Britain  and  the   United  States,  so  peculiarly  adapted  to 

supply  each  other's  wants,  and  whose  mutual  interest  it  so  manifestly  is  to  maintain 

an  eternal  friendship,  can  at  this  enlightened  day  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  going  to 

war  ;  and  now  wishing  you  a  safe  and  expeditiouo  voyage,  I  subscribe  myself,  very 

truly  and  respectfully. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

CONDY  RAGUET. 
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I  was  again  compelled  to  separate  myself  from  Mr.  Baldwin  on 
a  question  for  completing  a  number  of  the  macadamized  roads  in 
Upper  Canada,  which  were  in  an  unfinished  state,  but  which  had 
been  commenced  on  the  faith  of  Acts  of  the  Provincial  Legislature. 
The  amount  to  be  raised  was  to  be  secured  by  tolls,  and,  if  these 
should  be  insufficient,  by  direct  taxation  on  the  districts  in  which 
such  roads  were  situated.  Mr.  Aylwin  proposed  to  omit  any  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  public  debt  not  contracted  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  representatives  of  the  i)eople  of  the  late  Province  of  Lower  Can- 
ada. The  division  was  i6  to  40,  and  for  the  first  time  Mr.  Baldwin  had 
no  supporter  from  the  Reformers  of  Upper  Canada  but  Mr.  Price. 
Mr.  Durand,  who  had  scarcely  ever  before  divided  against  him,  did  so 
on  this  occasion,  as  he  likewise  did  on  another  amendment  of  Mr. 
Aylwin,  by  which  he  proposed  to  apply  the  ^1,500,000  of  Imperial 
guaranteed  bonds  solely  to  the  redemption  of  the  old  debt,  and  to  the 
completion  of  the  St  Lawrence  and  Welland  Canals.  After  the  rejec- 
tion of  these  amendments,  the  vote  on  my  resolution  for  the  roads  was 
put,  and  lost  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  the  yeas  having 
been  25  and  nays  25.  This  was  an  extraordinary  division.  Of  the 
25  nays,  16  were  Lower  Canadians,  7  members  from  the  Eastern 
part  of  Upper  Canada,  and  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Price,  while  in  the 
25  yeas  were  21  members  west  of  Brockville  and  four  from  Lower 
Canada.  The  roads  were  all  in  the  West.  I  had  again  to  divide 
against  Mr.  Baldwin  on  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Usury  Laws,  which  was 
carried,  although  every  French-Canadian  in  the  House  voted  against 
it,  Mr.  Baldwin  acting  with  Sir  Allan  MacNab,  Mr.  Cartwright,  Mr. 
McLean,  and  a  number  of  Reformers.  On  this,  as  on  many  other 
questions,  I  found  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Dunscomb,  of  Montreal,  to 
entertain  views  more  in  accordance  with  my  notions  of  Liberalism 
than  ray  old  allies. 

As  the  Session  drew  towards  its  close,  the  personal  attacks  made 
on  me  by  a  portion  of  the  Liberal  press  became  more  violent,  and  I 
was  compelled  in  self-defence  to  address  letters  from  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  my  own  paper,  the  Examiner,  explaining  at  some  length 
my  political  course,  both  before  and  after  the  commencement  of  the 
Session.  The  following  letter  was  dated  15th  September,  1841,  and 
indicates  very  clearly  the  hostility  which  had  been  manifested  towards 
me. 

The  Editor  of  this  journal  is  at  present  too  much  occupied,  as  a  reference  to 
our  columns  will  prove,  to  engage  in  newspaper  controversy  with  the  contemporary 
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press.  When  the  Session  of  Parliament  is  over,  he  wIIIIm;  as  ready,  as  he  has 
always  proved  himself  to  be,  to  break  a  lance  with  all  who  may  feel  disposed  to 
attack  him.  At  present,  however,  it  seems  indispensably  necessary  to  notice,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  the  charges  preferred  by  the  Kinj^ston  and  Woodstock 
"  Heralds,"  that  we  have  abandoned  our  princijdes  and  become  a  steady  supporter 
of  an  administration  which  we  at  one  time  denounced  as  unworthy  of  political 
confidence,  and  for  taking  office  under  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Session,  we  opposed  Mr.  Parke's  re-election.  The  above  is  the  substance  of  the 
allegations  advanced  by  our  contemporaries,  and  in  order  to  refute  them  satis- 
factorily it  is  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  whole  course  of 
events  since  the  arrival  of  the  present  Governor-General. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  during  the  last  .Session  of  the  Upper  Canada  Legisla- 
ture, when  the  Union  of  the  Provinces  was  recommended,  we  supported  the  general 
policy  of  the  Executive  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  acting  in  concert  with  the 
Reform  members  of  the  House.  We  continued  that  suppfnt  until  the  Lower 
Canada  policy  of  the  Government  was  developed,  and  as  we  found  that  the  Reform 
party  of  that  Province  were  never  consulted,  and  that  the  administration  was 
conducted  in  direct  opposition  to  their  wishes,  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  state  candidly 
our  conviction  that  unless  the  confidence  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  that 
section  of  the  Province  was  obtained,  there  could  not  be  a  strong,  efficient  or 
popular  government.  We  considered  that  the  Reformers  in  each  section  of  the 
Province  had  been  struggling  for  the  recognition  of  a  great  principle  of  government, 
and  that  they  ought  now  to  unite  to  bring  it  into  practical  operation.  Every  man 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  parties  in  the  country  must  be  aware  of  the  very 
different  circumstances  under  which  the  elections  were  held  in  the  different  sections 
of  the  Province.  In  Western  Canada  the  Reformers,  with  hardly  an  exception,  went 
to  the  hustings  as  avowed  sujiporters  of  the  existing  administration,  while  in  Lower 
Canada  they  were  avowedly  its  uncompromising  opponents.  The  writer  was  one 
of  the  very  few  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  in  Upper  Canada.  We  were  most 
particular  in  declaring  that  we  did  not  commit  ourselves  to  the  administration,  but 
that  we  would  use  our  utmost  efforts  to  secure  to  the  country  a  liberal  and  efficient 
Council.  When  the  elections  had  terminated,  and  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
approached,  there  was  of  course  much  discussion  and  speculation  as  to  the  line  of 
policy  to  be  pursued.  We  are  now  warranted  in  saying  that  a  large  majority  of 
the  party  desired  that  Mr.  Baldwin  should  have  remained  in  the  Council,  and  that 
he  should  only  have  abandoned  it  in  case  he  found  that  other  influence  pre- 
ponderated over  his  own.  Others  thought  that  he  ought  at  once  to  insist  upon  a 
change  of  Ministry,  on  the  distinct  ground  that  unless  the  Reformers  of  both 
Provinces  were  united  by  such  a  course,  there  could  not  be  a  strong  and  efficient 
government.  We  have  no  desire  to  shrink  from  our  full  share  of  the  responsibility 
of  having  not  only  advised  but  strongly  urged  the  latter  course.  We  are  fully 
convinced  that  if  it  could  have  been  accomplished,  there  would  have  been  a  steady 
ministerial  majority  that  would  have  carried  every  measure  that  has  been  carried  ; 
some  perhaps  in  abetter  shape,  and  some  that  have  been  lost.  It  is  idle  now  to 
discuss  whether,  if  the  Reformers  had  acted  firmly,  His  Excellency  would  have 
yielded  to  their  wishes  or  dissolved  Parliament.    The  latter  he  would  have  had  to 
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resort  to,  and  the  Reform  members  (Generally  acted  under  the  conviction  tliat  he 
would  have  availed  himself  of  that  rit;ht.  At  thit  time  Mr.  PARKl'.took  office.  Mr. 
Par KK  had  been  an  old  fellow. member  on  whom  Mr,  Baldwin  had  torely  in 
taking  his  stand,  and  it  must  be  obvious  that,  assuming  Mr.  TiALDWIn's  views 
correct,  nothing  could  lie  more  prejudicial  to  his  success  than  this  course  of  Mr. 
Parkk.  When  the  members  met,  the  Reformers  from  Upper  Canada,  though  not 
satisfied  with  the  Government,  declared  their  determination  to  give  it  a  fair  trial, 
and  refused  to  Mr.  Baldwin  that  support  on  which  he  had  to  rely.  Mr.  Bai.owiNi 
as  well  as  the  writer  and  perhaps  some  others,  were  bound  by  public  pledges  to 
use  their  efforts  to  unite  the  two  sections  of  the  Reform  party,  and  this  could  only 
be  done  by  getting  such  concessions  as  would  justify  the  Lower  Canadians  in 
supporting  Government.  The  attempt  was  made  to  form  "  An  United  Reform 
Party,"  and  it  signally  failed. — The  views  of  the  members  from  the  different  sections 
were  found  to  be  dissimilar,  and  accordingly  they  could  not  unite.  We  shall  not 
regret  our  individual  efforts  to  accomplish  that  union,  nor  shall  we  shrink  from 
avowing  and  justifying  them  on  all  occasions. 

The  formation  of  a  new  Ministry  on  the  declared  principle  of  acting  in  concert 
with  a  United  Reform  party  having  failed,  all  parties  were  compelled  to  look  to  the 
measures  of  the  administration,  and  we  can  now  declare  that,  previous  to  the  Session 
of  Parliament,  our  opinion  was  given  repeatedly  and  decidedly,  that  in  the  event  of 
fadure  in  obtaining  such  an  administration  as  would  be  entirely  satisfactory,  the 
policy  of  the  Reform  party  was  to  give  to  the  existing  administration  such  a  supjiort 
as  would  enable  it  to  carry  out  liberal  measures  which  we  had  no  doubt  would 
be  brought  forward.  W^  have  adhered  to  that  opinion.  We  consider  that  it 
would  have  been  political  suicide,  because  we  were  thwarted  in  our  own  views  to 
aidjthe  Tories  in  embarrassing  an  administration  disposed  to  carry  out  Reform 
measures,  although  not  so  fast  as  we  could  desire.  We  found,  moreover,  when  we 
came  to  act  in  Parliament  with  men  the  great  majority  of  whom  we  had  never  met 
before,  that  we  could  not  act  as  a  party  man  with  several  gentlemen  who  must  be 
considered  active  leaders  of  the  Lower  Canadian  Reformers.  Tliere  is  no 
individual  in  the  House  of  Assembly  for  whom,  as  a  private  individual,  we  entertain 
a  more  sincere  respect  than  the  venerable  and  kind  hearted  member  for  the 
County  of  Quebec,  Mr.  Neilson  ;  but  as  a  politician,  we  have  found  ourselves 
almost  invariably  opposed  to  his  views.  We  have  been  an  attentive  reader  of  the 
Quebec  Gazette  for  several  years,  and  our  subscribers  must  be  well  aware  that 
its  principles  are  entirely  dissimilar  from  those  advocated  in  the  columns  of  the 
Examiner.  Mr  Aylwin  is  another  prominent  leader  of  the  same  party,  and  with 
this  gentleman  we  hold  no  views  in  common.  Lower  Canada  politics  are  indeed  a 
mystery  to  us.  In  some  instances  the  contrasts  are  most  singular.  The  Liberals 
of  Lower  Canada  send  us  Messrs.  Neilson,  Aylwin,  Berthelot  and  Burnett  as 
Reformers,  while  the  Tories  send  Messrs.  Sol.-Gen'l  Day,  Black,  Dunscomb, 
Holmes  and  Simpson. — Without  in  the  least  degree  adopting  the  opinions  of  the 
latter  gentlemen,  we  hesitate  not  to  say  that  they  are  many  degrees  more  liberal 
than  the  former. 

The  preceding  remarks  will,  we  trust,  explain  to  our  readers  satisfactorily  that 
when  it  became  impossible  to  hold  the  "  United  Reform  Party  "  together  by  means 


78 


REMINISCENCES  IN  THE  LIFE  OF 


w   \ 

if-l 

ir 


of  a  ministry  which  must  have  carried  out  liberal  measures,  there  were  no  means 
of  preventing  it  from  breaking  up.  It  has  long  since  ceased  to  bean  organized 
party,  and,  as  we  stated  in  our  last,  can  never  be  revived  except  on  broad  and 
general  principles  well  understood  l)y  the  people. 

The  Kingston  //(f;vi/(/ has  thought  proper  to  accuse  us  of  having  acted  corruptly, 
and  of  havinir  supported  the  Government  ever  since  tlie  Hank  of  Issue  scheme  was 
explained  to  us  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General.  It  happens,  strangely 
enough,  that  many  days  before  we  had  even  seen  His  Excellency,  and  at  the  very 
time  that  our  opposition  was,  as  the  //j/wA/ says,  so  strong,  we  iiad  advocated  the 
Bank  of  Issue  in  the  committee  on  Hanking.  Previous,  to.  i,  to  our  having  seen 
His  Excellency,  we  had  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  liAi.inviN,  as  well  as  other 
members  of  the  party,  were  not  unfriendly  to  the  proposition.  When  we  supported 
the  Hank  of  Issue,  (a  scheme,  by  the  way,  whicli  we  have  been  in  favour  of  for 
several  years,)  we  were  in  as  strong  opposition  to  the  Government  as  Mr.  Baldwin 
is  now,  and  yet  we  would  not  oppose  a  good  measure  on  account  of  the  paltry 
patronage  which  it  would  confer  on  the  Head  of  the  Goveiiunent.  From  having 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  question,  it  was  given  out  by  the 
opponents  of  the  measure  that  we  expected  the  aiipointment  of  Commissioner* 
This  is  the  course  always  adopted  on  such  occasions  in  order  to  deprive  an  advocate 
of  any  influence  which  he  niiglit  otherwise  possess,  and,  ns  according  to  the  old 
proverb,  "  every  thing  is  fair  in  politics  as  in  war,"  we  cannot  find  fault  with  our 
opponents  for  spreading  such  reports.  It  is  probable,  too,  tliat  any  assertion  of 
ours  on  the  subject  will  be  disbelieved.  Notwithstanding  we  do  unequivocally 
assert,  tliat  neither  from  His  Excellency  nor  any  one  connected  with  His 
administration  was  there  ever  even  an  allusion  made  to  tlie  subject  of  the 
Commissionership,  and  there  certainly  never  appeared  such  a  prospect  of  the  bill 
being  carried  as  to  render  it  at  all  probable  that  the  Government  had  troubled 
itself  to  make  a  selection  of  officers.  We  have  the  satisfaction  of  reflecting 
that  Mr  Moffatt,  one  of  the  first  commercial  men  in  the  Province,  and  one  certainly 
not  liable  to  any  charge  of  being  actuated  by  interested  motives,  and  one  who  was 
rather  an  opjxjnent  of  the  Government  than  otherwise,  gave  a  steady  support  to  the 
Bank  of  Issue  from  the  very  first,  while  several  of  the  majority  voted,  not  from 
disapprobation  of  the  principle,  but  because  they  could  not  have  the  patronage  of 
the  officers. 

We  have  occupied  more  space  than  we  at  first  intended  with  this  reply  to  the 
attacks  which  have  been  made  against  us,  and  which  are  unsustained  by  anything 
approaching  to  argument.  \Vhen  charged  with  deserting  a  party  it  must  be 
proved  that  we  have  deserted  the  principles  of  our  party,  and  that  our 
opponents  will  have  difficulty  to  do.  In  conclusion,  we  would  observe  that  we  view 
the  attack  of  the  writer  in  the  Kingston  Herald  more  with  feelings  of  pity  than  of 
anger.  We  have  had  no  difficulty  in  discovering  the  author,  whose  amiable 
character  is  daily  developing  itself.  His  efforts,  however,  to  damage  our  reputation 
will,  if  we  be  not  greatly  mistaken,  tend  but  little  to  exalt  his  own  character. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


LORD   SYDENHAM'S   DEATH    AND    ITS   CONSEQUENCES. 

The  first  Session  of  the  United  Parliament  of  Canada  had  been 
only  just  closed  when  Lord  Sydenham  died,  owing  to  the  effects  of  an 
accident  which  he  had  met  with   shortly  before.     About  the  same 
time  Sir  Robert  Peel  became  Prime  Minister  of  England,  and  Lord 
Stanley  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  in   succession  to  Lord 
John  Russell,  who  had  been  a  cordial  supi)orter  of  Lord  Sydenham's 
policy.      The   choice    of  a   Governor-General    to    succeed    Lord 
Sydenham  fell  on  Sir  Charles   Bagot,  a  diplomatist  of  considerable 
experience,  who  had  l)eenat  one  time  Minister  to  the  United  States, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Netherlands.     As  the  new  Governor-General 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Conservative  party  in  England,  and  as 
he  had  been  appointed  by  an   administration  enjoying   the  confi- 
dence of  that  party,  the  Canadian  Conservatives  were  sanguine  that 
their    leaders    would    be    restored    to    jiower.     They    were    soon 
undeceived.    Before  the  close  of  fhe  year  Mr.  Draper  publicly  acknow- 
ledged that  his  opinions  in  regard  to  the  French-Canadian  leaders 
had  undergone  a  material  change  from  the  time  that  he  had  first  met 
them  in  Parliament.     It  had,  moreover,  become  clear  to  a  statesman 
of  Mr.  Draper's  sagacity,  that  it  would  be  found  impracticable  to  carry 
on  the  Government  satisfactorily  so  long  as  the  representatives  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  people   of  Lower  Canada  were  excluded 
from   political  power.     Among  the  early  acts  of  Sir  Charles  Bagot 
was  the  selection  of  Mr.  Vallieres  de  St.  Real,  then   resident  Judge 
of  Three  Rivers,  for  the  Chief  Justiceship  of  Montreal      The  Chief 
Justice  had,  previous  to  his  election  to  the  Bench,  been  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,    and  had   been   distinguished   for  his 
ability  and  independence.       He  had  on  more  than  one   occasion 
opposed   the    views  of   Mr.   Papineau,   and  had    done    so  without 
losing  the  confidence  of  the  Liberal  party.     During  the  suspension 
of  the  Constitution  he  had  been  one  of  three   Judges,  all   French- 
Canadians,  who  had  granted  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  holding  that  the 
suspension  of  that  Act  by  the  Special  Council  had  been   tiltra  vires. 
He  had  been   in  consequence  suspended  from  the   exercise  of  his 
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judicial  functions,  l)ut  had  thereby  acquired  an  increased  amount  of 
popularity.  At  the  period  of  which  I  am  treating  the  poo])le  were 
still  in  the  habit  of  looking  on  the  Ciovernor  as  the  responsible  head 
of  the  Executive,  and  accordingly  Sir  Charles  Bai.  ot  obtained  an 
amount  of  confidence  from  the  French-Canadians  that  no  previous 
Governor  had  ever  enjoyed.  Very  soon  after  the  a])pointment  of 
Chief-Justice  Vallieres  it  was  jiroposed  to  me  for  the  first  time  to 
join  the  Administration,  as  Inspector-General,  the  title  at  the  time  of 
the  office  subsequently  known  as  Minister  of  T'inance.  Prior  to  the 
Union  the  chief  duties  of  the  Inspector-General  had  been  to  vouch 
fertile  correctness  ofthe  Warrants  issued  on  the  Receiver-General,  but 
it  had  been  the  avowed  intention  of  Lord  Sydenham  that  the  Inspector- 
General,  to  be  appointed,  should  be  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  of  the  Administration.  The  Inspector-General  for 
Ui)])er  Canada  was  the  late  Hon.  John  Macaulay,  of  Kingston,  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Cary 
had  filled  the  same  office  in  Lower  Canada.  The  latter  gentleman 
was  induced  to  remain  in  the  department  as  Deputy  Inspector 
General,  where  his  services  were  very  valuable.  I  never  heard  under 
what  circumstances  Mr.  Macaulay  vacated  the  office.  He  may  have 
been  required  by  Lord  Sydenham,  as  other  officials  were,  to  find  a 
seat  fn  the  Assembly,  and  may  have  preferred  placing  his  office  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Governor-General.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
delay  in  making  the  appointment  was  caused  by  the  necessity  of 
making  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the  old  incumbents,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  whatever  that  Lord  Sydenham  had  contemplated  having  a 
Minister  in  Parliament  to  explain  and  defend  the  financial  ^  icy  of 
the  Government.  In  the  personal  attacks  made  on  me  towards  the 
close  of  the  Session,  the  motive  of  obtaining  this  important  oftlce 
was  freely  imputed  to  me,  but  at  no  time  during  the  year  1841  was 
I  approached  on  the  subject.  In  sketches  of  the  life  of  the  late 
Hon.  Malcolm  Cameron  it  has  been  said  that  the  office  was  offered 
to  him  and  refused.  Had  the  offer  been  made  I  c?.nnot  imagine  on 
wiiat  grounds  it  would  have  been  refused,  as  Mr.  Cameron  had  been 
one  of  the  most  decided  supporters  of  the  Government  during  the 
Session,  pnd  as  he  did  accept  the  temporary  appointment  of  Com- 
missioner of  Enquiry  into  the  manner  in  which  the  officeis  of 
Custoi  3  performed  their  dut.es.  After  what  I  have  stated  in  regard 
to  my  course  during  the  fi'  t  Session  of  the  United  Legislature,  it 
will  not  cause  Surprise  that  I  should  have  determined  fo  casi;  my  lot 
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with  the  administration,  whose  poh'cy  I  had  supported.  I  had  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  my  constituents  in  the  county  of  Oxford 
approved  of  my  course,  and  tliat  they  would  signify  that  approval 
by  re-electing  me  on  my  accejjtance  of  office.  My  expectations 
proved  to  be  well  founded.  The  most  embarrassing  circumstance 
that  I  had  to  contend  with  was  the  absence  of  opjjosition.  1  have 
already  mentioned  that  the  candidate  who  opjjosed  me  at  my  first 
election  pretended,  as  did  the  majority  of  his  supi)orters,  to  be 
friendly  to  the  administration  of  which  Mr.  iJaldwin  was  then  a 
member.  A  leading  member  of  the  party  then  opjiosed  to  me  was 
the  late  Hon.  P.  B.  deElaciuiore,  a  member  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  who  had,  during  the  Session  of  1841,  supported  the  i)olicy 
of  the  administration,  and  who  was  therefore  not  only  unwilling  to 
oppose  my  re-election,  but  anxious  to  obtam  for  me  the  support  of 
my  late  opponents.  Under  existing  circumstances  nothing  could 
have  been  more  damaging  to  me  than  sucli  support,  and  I  had  as  my 
opjjonent  an  old  Toronto  Reformer,  who  had  moved  within  a  very 
short  space  of  time  to  the  township  of  Zorra.  In  appealing  for 
support  to  those  by  whose  suffrages  1  had  been  elected  I  declared 
that,  unless  my  old  supporters  were  satisfied  with  my  course  during 
the  past  Ses..ion,  I  had  no  desire  to  be  re-elected  by  the  voles  of 
those  who  had  opposed  me.  Mr.  John  Armstrong,  my  ojjponent, 
had  a  much  smaller  following  than  I  had  anticipated,  and  the  Con- 
servatives did  not  vote  in  any  large  numbers.  They,  however, 
prevented  any  candidate  opposing  me  from  their  party,  and  the 
result  was  that,  on  my  acceptance  of  office,  I  was  re-elected  by  an 
immense  majority, — my  former  sui)porters,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
voting  in  my  favor.  I  was  sworn  into  office  at  Montreal  on  the 
9th  June,  1842,  and  re-elected  on  the  6th  July  following.  I  have 
already  furnished  my  address  to  my  constituents  on  the  occasion  of 
my  first  seeking  their  suffrages,  and  I  shall  now  give  a  copy  of  that 
which  I  addressed  to  them  on  my  acceptance  of  office,  to  which  I 
shall  append  my  farewell  remarks  to  the  subscribers  of  the  Exa miner 
on  my  taking  lea\  e  of  the  'I'oronto  jjress.  They  aiipeared  on  the 
22nd  June,  1842. 

TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OK  OXFORD. 

Gentlkmen  : — 1  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  oppoitiinity  aflTordecl  meto  aCfiuaint 

you  that  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  resign  tlie  important  trust  which  you  committed 

to  me  rather  more  than  twelve  months  ap-  ,  and  (hat,  having  since  accepted  from  His 

Excellency    the   (Jovernor-General,  the    office   of    Inspector-Cieneral   of    Public 
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Accounts,  with  a  seat  in  the  Executive  Council,  I  shall  claim  your  suffrages  at  the 
approaching  Election  as  a  member  of  tlie  Provincial  Administration. 

I  am  well  aware,  gentlemen,  that  this  high  mark  of  the  favour  and  confidence 
of  Her  Majesty's  Representative  has  been  conferred  upon  me  not  so  much  in 
consequence  of  my  own  merits  as  of  my  advocacy  of  those  views  of  public  policy 
which  have  obtained  the  general  approbation  of  the  people.  I  have  accepted  office 
without  the  slightest  compromise  of  my  well-known  political  principles,  and  I 
shall  not  continue  to  hold  it  unless  the  Administration  with  which  I  am  connected 
shall  be  supjiorted  by  the  public  opinion  of  the  country. 

When,  at  the  last  General  Election,  you  placed  me  in  the  proud  situation  of  your 
Representative,  I  told  you  that  unless  I  was  honoured  with  a  large  share  of  your 
confidence,  it  would  be  impossible  that  I  could  serve  you  usefully.  I  would  on 
the  present  occasion  repeat  this  declaration  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  'i  he 
approbation  of  my  public  conduct  which  you  manifested  in  such  a  flattering  manner 
on  the  occasion  of  my  last  visit  to  the  county,  encourages  me  to  hope  that  you  will 
feel  gratified  that,  as  a  Member  of  the  Administration,  I  shall  have  increased 
opportunities  of  advancing  the  general  interests  of  the  Province,  and  I  therefore  rely 
with  confidence  that  you  will  by  your  votes  at  the  hustings  sanction  the  course 
which  1  have  advisedly  taken. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  and  ob't  servant, 

FRANCIS  HINCKS. 

Toronto,  June  20,  1842- 
This  number  will  complete  the  fourth  volume  of  The  Examiner,  and,  with  it,  the 
connection  of  the  present  I'roprietor  and  Editor  with  the  Press  will  terminate  for 
the  present.  We  venture  to  hope  that  we  may  take  leave  of  our  contemporaries 
with  the  satisfiiction  of  believing  that  no  dilTerences  of  a  personal  character  exist 
between  us.  During  the  greater  portion  of  the  last  four  years  party  politics  have 
run  unusually  '^'gh,  and  we  have  doubtless  written  much  in  a  harsher  tone  than  was 
either  necessary  or  advisable.  We  are  unconscious,  however,  of  having,  in  a  single 
instance,  attacked  an  individual  on  any  but  public  grounds,  and  never  certainly 
under  feelings  o*"  animosity.  At  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  we 
shall  look  back  to  the  period  of  our  connection  with  the  Canadian  press  with  feelings 
of  high  satisfaction.  We  feel  that  we  have  laboured  faithfully  and  zealously  in 
the  great  cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  we  have  been  rewarded  far  beyond 
our  deserts  by  the  approbation  of  a  very  influential  portion  of  the  people  of  our 
adopted  country. 

I  shall  here  refer  to  a  circumstance  of  rather  singular  character 
which  occurred  shortly  before  my  acceptance  of  office.  An  action 
for  libel  had  been  commenced  against  me,  prior  to  the  Session  of 
Parliament  in  1841,  by  the  Laird  of  MacNab,  the  damages  claimed 
being  _;^iooo  (84000).  The  Counsel  for  the  prosecution  were  Mr.  At- 
torney-General Draper,  and  Mr.  Henry  Sherwood,  and  his  partner  Mr. 
John  Crawford.     The  trial  only  came  off  in  1842,  a  few  weeks  before 
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my  appointment  as  Inspector-General,  and  both  the  leading  counsel 
against  me  were  soon  after  my  colleagues  in  the  Government,  while 
Mr.  Baldwin,  who  was  my  counsel,  with  Mr.  Blake,  afterwards  Chan- 
cellor, was  at  the  time  in  strong  political  opposition  to  me.     The 
alleged  libel  was    the  production   of  the  pen    of  Mr.  Dugald   C. 
MacNab,  and  had  reference   to  disputes   between  the  Laird  and  the 
settlers  in  the  township  of  MacNab.     The  result  of  the  trial  was  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  with  ;^5  damages.     It  was  generally  believed 
at  the  time  that  the  verdict  was  a  comi^romise  between   the  jurors 
who  were  for  giving  large  damages  and  those  who  were  favorable  to 
a  verdict  for  the  defendant.     The   Laird  of  MacNab  had   proposed 
in  a  letter,  which  was  made   the  subject  of  a  report  of  Council,  to 
settle  a  township  with  his  clansmen  and  others  from  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.     He  himself  was  at  once  to  be  granted  1200  acres,  which 
quantity  was  to  be  increased  to  5000  on  his  completing  the  settlement 
of  the  township.  He  was  to  be  authorized  to  advance  money  for  the  use 
of  the  settlers,  for  which  they  were  to  i)ay  interest.     The  MacNab, 
after   having  located    a    number   of    settlers,  applied   for  his  full 
grant  of  5000  acres,  but,  when  the  descriptions  of  the  lots  were  given 
in,  the  department  of  the  Surveyor-General  found  that  the  lots  were 
in  many  cases  those  on  which  his  settlers  had  been  located,  and  when 
this   fact  became   known  the  Government  refused  to  sanction  the 
issue  of  the  patent,  and   from  that  time  lorth  there  was  a  state  of 
hostility  between  the  chief  and  his  clansmen,  one  of  whom  appealed 
to   the  public,  through  the  columns  of  my  paper,    the  Examiner. 
I  should  hardly  have  deemed  this  trial  worthy  of  notice,  but  for  the 
singular  circumstance  that   it  took  place  only  a  few  weeks  prior  to 
my  being  appointed  a  member  of  the  Government,  and  that  I  should 
have  had  as  opposing  counsel  two  gentlemen   who  were  about  to  be 
my  colleagues,  while  I  was  defended  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
of  whom    I   wrote   in  the    Examiner   as  follows : — "  It  would  be 
"out  of  our  power  to  do  anything  like  justice  to  the  admirable  speech 
"  delivered  by  Mr.  Baldwin  in  defence  of  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
"  and  in  support  of  the   allegations   contained  in  the  paragraphs 
"  which  we  have  copied."     Among  other  evidence  was  that  of  a 
settler  named  Alexander  MacNab,  who  stated  that  the  claim  of  the 
chief,  for  the   steerage  passages  of  himself,   his   wife,   and  six  chil- 
dren, had  been  ;^i5o.     I  had  to  pay  heavy  costs,  as  the  witnesses 
had  to  be  brought  to  Toronto  from  the  Bathurst  district,  and  there 
were  no  railways  in  those  days. 


■S,J| 

I:  J'  1 


'\P 


84 


REMINISCENCES    IN    THE   LIFE    OF 


A  few  months  after  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  assumption  of  the  Gov- 
ernment it  became  necessary  to  fill  the  office  of  Sui)erintendent 
of  Common  Schools,  which  had  been  created  by  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature  passed  in  the  preceding  Session.  The  appointment 
was  conferred  on  the  Rev.  Robert  Murray,  a  Presbyterian  Minister, 
resident  at  Oakville,  U.  C.  After  an  incumbency  of  rather  more 
than  two  years,  Mr.  Murray  accepted  the  Professorship  of  Mathe- 
matics in  the  University  of  Toronto,  owing,  as  is  stated  by  Dr. 
Hodgins  in  his  "  Story  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Egerton  Ryerson  "  to  his 
"  feeling  the  anomalousness  of  his  position,  and  his  inability  and 
"  powerlessness  to  establish  a  system  of  public  school  education." 
He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Ryerson,  and  Dr.  Hodgins  devoted  some 
chapters  of  his  work  to  a  narrative  of  Dr.  Ryerson's  previous  corres- 
pondence with  the  confidential  secretaries  of  Lord  Sydenham,  Sir 
Charles  Bagot,  and  Lord  Metcalfe,  gentlemen  wholly  irresponsible 
to  Canadian  public  opinion.  At  the  commencement  of  Chapter  43  it 
is  said  that  the  alleged  reward  "  which  Dr.  Ryerson  received  from 
"  Lord  Metcalfe  was  long  a  favorite  topic  on  which  Dr.  Ryerson's 
"  enemies  loved  to  dilate,"  and  an  attempt  is  then  made  to  prove 
that  there  is  really  nothing  on  which  to  base  such  a  charge.  It 
appears  from  a  letter  written  by  Dr.  Ryerson  on  the  14th  Jan.,  1842, 
after  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  arrival,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Murdoch,  the 
same  Secretary  with  whom  he  had  been  in  confidential  correspon- 
dence during  Lord  Sydenham's  life,  that  in  the  last  interview  that 
he  had  with  that  nobleman  it  was  intimated  to  him  that  "  he  might 
"  be  more  usefully  employed  for  his  country  than  in  his  then  limited 
sphere."  His  reply  was  that  he  "  could  not  resign  his  present  official 
position  in  the  church  "  at  that  time,  but  he  proceeded  to  state  that 
he  knew  of  no  position  that  would  suit  him,  likely  to  be  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government,  except  the  superintendency  of  Common 
Schools.  Lord  Sydenham  was  not  at  the  time  certain  of  the  passage 
of  the  Bill,  but  expressed  his  determination  to  get  it  passed  if  possible, 
and  to  give  effect  to  what  he  had  proposed.  Whether  this  conver- 
sation was  known  to  any  of  the  Ministers  does  not  appear,  but  the 
early  communication  of  its  substance  to  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  Secretary 
is  a  tolerably  clear  indication  of  Dr.  Ryerson's  wishes  in  Jan.,  1842. 
The  appointment  of  Mr.  Murray  was  made  in  May,  1842,  about 
four  months  after  ^the  date  of  Dr.  Ryerson's  letter.  His  brother 
John  wrote  in  1844  as  follows  :  "  You  know  that  when  your  appoint- 
"  ment  to  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Education  was  talked  of 
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"  in  Toronto  in  1842,  I  was  in  favour  of  your  accepting  the  appoint- 
"  mcnt.  The  ai)pointment  that  was  made  I  thought  a  most  unwise 
"  one,  and  the  late  Executive  greatly  lowered  themselves  in  making 
"  it.  Whenever  I  have  thought  of  the  thing  since  I  have  felt  disgusted 
"  with  the  late  Government  that  they  should  have  been  guilty  of 
"  such  a  shameful  dereliction  of  duty  and  honor  as  not  at  least  to 
''  have  offered  the  appointment  to  you."  The  testimony  of  the  late 
Hon.  Isaac  Buchanan  is  brought  forward  to  prove  that  nothing  pre- 
vented the  appointment  of  Dr.  Ryerson  in  1842  but  "  the  most 
"  unworthy  church  prejudices  of  parties  who  had  influence  with  the 
"  Government  of  the  day,"  while  Dr.  Ryerson  himself  stated  that  the 
Cabinet  of  Sir  Charles  Bagot  "rejected  the  application  of  every 
"  l^^ethodist  candidate  for  office."  I  think  that  I  can  throw  some 
light  on  the  subject,  but  before  doing  so  I  must  call  attention  to 
a  note  furnished  by  Dr.  Hodgins  himself,  in  which  he  cites  from  a 
letter  of  Hon.  Isaac  Buchanan  dated  March,  t8i^37{ apparently  the  very 
same  letter  already  quoted  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
Rev.  Robert  Murray,)  the  following  words :  "  whom  we  had  got 
appointed  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Education."  The  appoint- 
ment was  largely  due  to  the  influence  of  Mr.  Secretary  Harrison, 
who  was  to  be  himself  Chief  Superintendent,  and  who  \v?s  on  terms 
of  intimacy  with  the  Rev.  Robert  Murray,  who  had  been  his  near 
neighbour  at  Oakville.  Whether  Mr.  Harrison  was  aware  cf  Lord 
Sydenham's  intentions  in  regard  to  Rev.  Egerton  Ryerson  does  not 
appear,  but  I  should  think  it  probable  that  there  may  have  been 
some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Cabinet,  because  I  distinctly  re- 
collect that  Mr.  Murray  got  up  a  recommendation  for  the  appoint- 
ment to  which  he  procured  the  signatures  of  a  large  number  of  the 
supporters  of  the  Government,  and  among  others,  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  it  must  have  been  to  that  testimonial 
that  Mr.  Buchanan  referred  when  he  wrote  in  ^845  "whom  we 
had  got  appointed."  Mr.  Buchanan,  in  the  same  letter,  refers  to  his 
having  "  shared  the  somewhat  delicate  duty  of  getting  our  esteemed 
"  friend.  Rev.  Robert  Murray,  to  accept  a  professorship,"  the  object 
having  been  to  make  way  for  Dr.  Ryerson.  It  appears  from  the  docu- 
ments supplied  by  Dr.  Hodgins  that  Dr.  Ryerson  offered  his  ser- 
vices to  Lord  Metcalfe  as  his  defendc-,  and  this  at  a  time  when  he 
was  well  known  to  be  a  candidate  for  office  ;  that  those  services 
were  accepted,  and  that  at  a  subsequent  period  he  was  appointed. 
There  is   nothing  at  all  unusual  in  such  an  ariangcment,  nor  any- 
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thing  discreditable,  on  the  assumption  that  Dr.  Ryerson  believed 
Lord  Metcalfe  right,  which  I  have  no  desire  to  question.  The 
appointment,  of  course,  was  unsatisfactory  to  the  members  of  both  the 
great  political  parties.  The  Church,  then  edited  by  the  late 
Bishop  Bethune,  pronounced  it  "  an  impolitic  and  heartless  step," 
and  it  was  naturally  enough  condemned  by  the  Reformers.  As  to 
the  objections  to  the  appointment  of  Methodists,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  they  were  looked  on  by  both  parties  as  what  were  popu- 
larly termed  "  loose  fish,"  on  whom  no  reliance  could  be  placed, 
and  this  was  owing  to  their  having  so  often  changed  sides  during  the 
memorable  political  contests  from  1824  to  1849,  ^  period  of  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

I  had  been  about  three  months  in  office  when  Parliament  met,  in 
September.     During  the  recess  Mr.  LaFontaine  had  been  elected  for 
the  North  Riding  of  the  County  of  York,  Mr.  Baldwin  having  elected 
to  sit  for  Hastings.     It  had  become  apparent  that  there  would  be  a 
formidable  coaHtion  against  the  Government,  owing  to  a  combination 
between  the  Conservative  members,  under  the  leadership  of  Sir  Allan 
MacNab  and   the   Liberals,  who  ranged  themselves  under  Messrs. 
LaFontaine  and  Baldwin.     As  no  division  actually  took  place,  the 
relative  strength  of  parties  was  never  tested.     The   administration 
had  been  seriously  embarrassed,  owing  to  the  absence  in  England  of 
Mr.  Attorney  General  Ogden,  and  of  Mr.  Secretary   Daly,  the  only 
members  from  Lower  Canada   having  seats  in  the  Cabinet.     During 
the  recess  the   Solicitor  General  Mr.  Day   had  been  raised  to  the 
bench,  and  the  vacancy  had  not  been  filled.     There  was  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  administration,  as  to  the  necessity  of  obtaining,  if 
possible,  the  co-operation  of  the  leading  French   Canadians,  and  it 
was  well  known  that  this  could  not  be  secured  without  recognizing 
the   claim  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  had  in  the  previous  year  resigned 
office  expressly  on  the  ground  of  the  necessity  of  reconstructing  the 
Cabinet.     Mr.  Draper  had  expressed  his  readiness  to  make  way  for 
Mr.   Baldwin,  but  there  was  a  great  difficulty  experienced  owing  to 
the  absence  of  the  Lower  Canadian  members  of  the  Cabinet.     Mr. 
Daly  arrived  shortly  before  the  session,  but  Mr.  Ogden  was  still 
absent,  although  he  must  have  been  well  aware  of  the  critical  situa- 
tion in  which  the  administration  was  placed.     It  was  found  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  act  without  him,  and  accordingly  Sir  Charles 
Bagot  was  advised  to  offer  Mr.  LaFontaine  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council,  with  the  office  of  Attorney-General,  and  also  one  for  another 
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member  of  his  party,  with  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Crown 
I^nds,  and  the  vacant  office  of  Solicitor-General  of  Lower  Canada.  He 
was  likewise  informed  that  the  office  of  Attorney-Cleneral  for  Upper 
Canada  would  he  conferred  on  Mr.  Baldwin.  It  was  stipulated  that 
pensions  should  be  granted  to  Mr.  Ogden,  the  absent  Attorney-General 
for  Lower  Canada,  and  to  Mr.  Davidson  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
I^nds,  both  of  whom  had  accepted  their  offices  before  they  had 
been  made  political.  Mr.  Lafontaine  rejected  the  offer  made  to  him, 
after  consultation  with  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  probably  others,  and  a 
motion  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  administration  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Baldwin.  During  the  debate,  Mr.  Draper  read  Sir  Charles 
Bagot's  letter  to  Mr.  Lafontaine,  which  quite  electrified  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  French  Canadian  party,  especially  as  it  contained  a  declara- 
tion that,  by  the  proposal  made.  His  Excellency  ffi-lt  that  "  he  had 
exhausted  his  efforts  "  to  do  justice  to  the  French  Canadians.  To 
what  extent  outside  i)ressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  leaders  I 
can  form  no  conception  but  it  was  generally  believed  at  the  time 
that  Mr.  Baldwin  was  the  chief  obstacle,  and  that  he  insisted  that  the 
proper  course  of  proceeding  was  that  the  existing  administration 
should  resign,  and  that  Mr.  Lafontaine  or  himself  should  be  called  on 
to  form  a  new  one.  To  such  a  course,  the  administration  would  not 
have  consented,  unless  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  had  been  carried, 
and  the  puljlication  of  the  Governor  General's  letter  was  not  calcu- 
lated to  produce  that  result.  It  was  believed  that  the  letter  in 
question  had  produced  a  powerful  effect,  as  well  on  the  French  Cana- 
dian party,  as  on  the  Conservatives.  Rumours  were  afloat  that  if  Mr. 
LaFontaine  should  continue  to  reject  such  offers,  other,  more  pliant, 
leaders  would  be  found  ready  to  accept  them.  The  Conservatives, 
who  had  not  lost  the  hopes  which  had  been  mspired  by  the  acces- 
sion to  power  of  a  Conservative  Government  in  England,  and  the 
appointment  as  Governor-General  of  a  decided  Conservative,  as  Sir 
Charles  Bagot  had  always  professed  to  be,  were  staggered  by  the 
I  tter  to  Mr.  Lafontaine,  and  it  was  at  least  doubtful  whether  they 
would  have  voted  for  Mr.  Baldwin's  want  of  confidence  resolution 
when  they  found  that  it  was  not  likely  to  lead  to  their  own  accession 
to  power.  Whatever  views  may  have  been  entertained  by  the  various 
parties,  the  result  was  a  re-opening  of  the  negotiations,  and  the  final 
acceptance  of  the  terms  proposed,  subject  to  the  stipulation  that  the 
pension  question  should  be  what  is  termed  an  open  one,  the  mem- 
bers voting  as  they  should  themselves  desire  to  do.  I  may  here  dis- 
miss that  question.     It  was  my  official  duty  to  propose  the  pensions 
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to  the  house,  when  a  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
question  was  carried  on  a  division.  The  new  Ministers  had  to  be 
re-elected  and  did  not  take  their  seats  during  the  session,  which  was 
speedily  brought  to  a  close,  a  vote  of  credit  having  been  obtained, 
and  all  parties  feeling  the  necessity  of  giving  tlie  reconstructed  Min- 
istry time  to  consider  its  future  policy.  Canadian  historians  have 
designated  the  reconstructed  Ministry  as  the  first  LaFontaine- 
Baldwin  .Administration,  and  in  a  book  published  by  Mr.  J.  O.  Cote, 
a  clerk  in  the  Executive  Council  office,  their  names  are  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  list  of  Councillors,  while  their  colleagues,  Messrs.  Aylwin, 
Small  and  Morin  are  placed  in  their  proper  places,  at  the  foot.  There 
is  no  doubt  whatever  that  Mr.  Cot^  in  that  and  in  another  instance, 
to  which  I  shall  refer,  altered  the  records  of  the  Council.  From  the 
period  of  the  Union  up  to  the  time  of  his  resignation  in  1843,  ^he 
Hon.  Robert  Baldwin  Sullivan  was  the  senior  member  of  Council 
and  leader  of  the  Government  in  the  Legislative  Council ;  while  in 
the  Assembly,  although  Mr.  Harrison  conducted  the  business,  Mr. 
Draper  was  in  effect  the  leader.  The  members  of  the  Government 
took  precedence  according  to  the  dates  of  their  appointments,  and 
the  gentlemen  placed  in  Mr.  Cote's  book  as  senior  to  Mr.  Sullivan 
never  themselves  claimed  such  precedence,  nor  was  it  ever  accorded 
to  them.  I  may  take  this  opportunity  of  correcting  a  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Turcotte,  in  his  history,  to  the  effect  that  the  old  Min- 
isters yielded  to  a  condition  that  they  would  conform  to  the  policy 
of  their  new  chiefs.  The  statement  has  not  the  slightest  foundation 
in  truth.  Mr.  Cot6  again  altered  the  records  in  1851.  In  his  state- 
ment of  the  Councillors  prior  to  27th  October  in  that  year  he  places 
my  name  correctly  above  that  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tache,  as  it  had 
invariably  been  from  the  period  of  the  formation  of  the  LaFontaine 
administration  in  1848.  In  October,  1851, 1  was,  on  Mr.  LaFontaine's 
resignation,  called  on  to  form  a  new  administration,  and  I  applied  for 
assistance,  in  respect  to  Lower  Canada,  to  Mr.  Morin,  who  had  been 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  in  the  previous  Parliament.  As  I  never 
resigned,  and  as  I  merely  became  first  Minister,  there  could  be  no 
conceivable  reason  for  removing  Mr.  Tache's  name,  and  placing  it 
above  mine.  That  there  was  an  intentional  and  deliberate  deviation 
from  the  official  records  seems  to  me  conclusive  from  the  fact  that 
in  the  first  edition  of  his  "  political  appointments,"  published  in 
i860,  Mr.  Cote  gave  the  lists  precisely  as  they  are  in  the  Council 
books,  while  in  his  subsequent  edition,  published  in  1866,  tht 
nanics    are    misplaced,   as  already    stated.     In    both    cases   Mr. 
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Cot6  simply  put  the  names  of  his  countrymen  out  of  their  proper 
place,  so  as  to  give  them  a  precedence  to  which  he  must  have  known 
they  were  not  entitled.  Soon  after  the  session,  Mr.  Ogden  returned 
to  England,  and  was  subsequently  created  Attorney-General  of  the 
Isle  of  Man.  A  vacancy  occurred  in  the  coUcctorship  of  the  port 
of  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Davidson  willingly  accepted  it,  in  lieu  of  the 
pension  which  he  must  have  felt  great  doubt  of  obtaining,  as  under 
the  circumstances,  and  considering  that  it  would  be  opposed  by  some 
of  the  Ministers,  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  members  would  have 
been  induced  to  give  an  unpopular  vote.  It  happened  unfortunately 
that,  soon  after  the  session.  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  health  became  so  bad 
that  he  was  forced  to  resign  his  office.  The  part  that  he  had  taken 
in  bringing  about  the  reconstruction  of  the  administration  did  not 
meet  the  ajjproval  of  Lord  Stanley,  who  was  at  that  time  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  the  administration  of  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
and  this  circumstance,  together  with  his  subsequently  published  des- 
patches, have  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  conclusive  evidence  that 
Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  was  selected  with  the  object  of  overthrowing 
the  new  system  of  Government.  It  was  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's 
opinion,  that  "  Sir  Charles  Bagot  yielded  to  the  coercive  effect  of 
Lord  Sydenham's  arrangements,"  but  that  "  he  had  not  the  least 
intention  of  surrendering  his  power  into  their  hands,"  but  that  "  the 
contest  was  staved  off  by  his  illness,"  that  "  but  for  the  visitation  of 
Providence,  which  soon  sent  Sir  Charles  Bagot  to  his  grave,  there 
would  in  time  have  been  a  collision  between  him  and  his  Council." 
It  is  of  course  difficult  to  deal  with  the  mere  surmises  of  one  who, 
whether  specially  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  reversing  Sir  Charles 
Bagot's  policy,  or  not,  had  an  object  in  representing  him  as  having 
been  incapable  of  performing  his  duties.  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  policy 
was  consistent  from  first  to  last,  and  there  was  never  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  he  would  have  obstructed  a  Ministry  which  he  had 
taken  an  active  part  in  forming.  To  the  last  he  maintained  the  most 
cordial  relations  with  all  his  Ministers,  and  took  an  affectionate  IcT^e 
of  them  shortly  before  his  death,  appealing  to  them  "  to  defend  his 
memory,"  a  duty  which  I  have  on  all  occasions  endeavoured  to  per- 
form. Sir  Charles  Bagot  had  been  trained  in  a  good  school.  He  had 
been  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  when  a  young  man,  and 
had  been  an  Under-Secretary  of  State.  He  had  then  entered  the 
diplomatic  service,  in  which,  during  several  years,  he  represented  the 
Crown  at  important  missions,  one  of  which  was  at  Washington,  and 
he  was  therefore  well  acquainted  with  popular  government. 
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CHAPTER  VI L 


"the    METCALFE   CRISIS." 


The  successor  of  Sir  Charles  Bagot  was  Sir  Charles  T.  Metcalfe, 
who  had  been  trained  in  the  East  India  civil  service.  It  was 
])erhaps  unreasonable  to  expect  that  a  civilian  with  such  antecedents, 
and  of  mature  age,  should  succeed  in  the  administration  of  a 
Parliamentary  Government.  In  Kaye's  life  it  is  admitted  that  on  his 
assuming  the  Government  he  found  various  parties  in  existence,  one 
of  which  is  designated  the  loyal  Conservative  party,  and  it  is  added 
"  It  was  only  therefore  with  that  party  that  Metcalfe,  as  the  Repre- 
"  sentative  of  the  Imperial  Government,  could  properly  sympathize." 
That  remark  is  sufficient  to  designate  the  i)it  into  which  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe  fell.  For  many  years  prior  to  the  Union,  the  invariable 
policy  of  all  Governors  had  been  to  treat  the  masses  of  the  people 
as  disloyal,  and  a  small  minority  as  alone  fit  to  be  entrusted  with 
power.  The  avowed  object  of  the  Union  was  to  confer  self- 
government,  in  its  integrity,  on  the  people  at  large,  as  distinguished 
from  a  clique,  and  yet  it  is  frankly  admitted  by  Kaye  that  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe  could  only  sympathize  with  the  minority.  In  one  of  his 
own  despatches  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  referring  to  that  party  he 
wrote :  "  It  is  the  only  party  in  the  colony  with  which  I  can 
"  sympathize.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  anti-British  rancour  of 
"  the  French  party,  or  the  selfish  indifference  towards  our  country 
"  of  the  Republican  party.  Yet  these  are  the  parties  with  which  I 
"  have  to  co-operate."  Such  were  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  opinions 
of  his  constitutional  advisers,  enjoying  at  the^time  the  confidence  of  an 
immense  majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  Canadian  people. 
The  most  extraordinary  instance  on  record  of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's 
views,  on  the  subject  of  constitutional  government  for  Canada,  is  to 
be  found  in  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  Col.  Stokes,  one  of  his  India 
correspondents,  which  is  as  follows  : — "  Fancy  such  a  state  of  things 
"  in  India,  with  a  Mahomedan  Council  and  a  Mahomedan  Assembly, 
"  and  you  will  have  some  notion  of  my  position."  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe  knew  well  that  for  causes,  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
discuss,  it  has  been  deemed  impracticable  to  confer  representative 
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institutions  on  the  people  of  India,  but  it  could  scarcely  have  been 
believed,  had  not  his  biographer  placed  the  evidence  before  our  eyes, 
that  he  considered  the  people  of  Canada  equally  unworthy  of 
popular  government.  The  period  of  my  official  communication  with 
Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  wasTvut  brief,  having  commenced  in  A])ril  and 
terminated  in  November,  1843T  it  is  not,  T  imagine,  pretended  by 
any  one  in  the  present  day,  that  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  views  on  the 
subject  of  what  is  known  as  Responsible  Government,  were  in 
accordance  with  modern  practice,  and  yet  he  in  his  replies  to 
addresses,  and  on  other  occasions,  insisted  that  he  was  favourable  to 
that  system,  as  explained  in  the  resolutions  adopted  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  when  proposed  by 
the  administration  with  the  concurrence  of  Lord  Sydenham. 

Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  arrived  at  Kingston,  then  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, on  the  29th  March,  and  about  a  month  afterwards  the  mem- 
bers of  the  administration  had  reason  to  apprehend  that  he  held 
views  entirely  antagonistic  to  their  own,  on  the  subject  of  what  was 
popularly  termed  "  Responsible  Government."  In  Kaye's  life  of 
Lord  Metcalfe  extracts  are  given  from  two  confidential  despatches 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  one  dated  24th  April,  the  other  12th  May. 
There  is  a  marked  discrej)ancy  between  these  despatches,  the  cause 
of  vvhich  I  shall  explain.  In  the  first  he  wrote  :  "  Hitherto  noth- 
*'  ing  disagreeable  has  occurred  in  my  communication  with  the 
*'  Council  or  with  the  several  individuals  of  which  it  is  composed. 
*'  Their  views  and  mine  correspond  on  several  questions.  They  are 
*'  generally  able  men.  Several  of  them  are  influential.  I  do  not 
*'  perceive  that  any  benefit  would  arise  from  any  practicable  change. 
"  The  point  on  which  I  most  proximately  expect  to  incur  a  differ- 
**  ence  with  them  is  their  claim  that  the  Government  shall  be 
"  administered  in  subserviency  to  their  party  views.  They  expect  that 
*'  the  patronage  of  the  Government  shall  be  bestowed  exclusively 
"  on  members  of  their  party,  and  in  support  of  their  influence.  I 
"  dislike  extremely  the  notion  of  governing  as  a  supporter  of  any 
"  particular  party.  I  wish  to  make  the  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
*'  ment  conducive  to  the  conciliation  of  all  parties  by  bringing  into 
"  the  public  service  the  men  of  greatest  merit  and  efficacy  without 
"  any  party  distinction.  My  powers  of  usefulness,  little  as  they 
"  might  be  under  any  circumstances,  will  be  paralysed  by  my  being 
*'  forced  in  any  degree  to  act  as  the  supporter  of  a  party."  It  must 
have  been  a  few  days  after  the  writing  of  the  foregoing  despatch  that 
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Captain  Higginson,  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  private  Secretary,  had  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  Lafontaine  at  the  Governor's  dinner-table  on 
the  subject  of  an  appointment,  which  resulted  in  a  proposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Secretary  that  Mr.  Lafontaine  should  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  conversing  on  the  political  state  of  the  country.  A 
meeting  was  arranged  for  the  following  day  at  noon,  when  a  conversa- 
tion took  place,  which  possesses  great  interest,  as  bearing  on  subse- 
quent events.  On  the  1 2th  May,  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  wrote  another 
confidential  despatch,from  .vhich  I  shall  make  some  extracts,  prefacing 
them  with  the  comments  of  the  biographer,  who  thus  wrote : — "  A 
**  week  or  two  afterwards  the  encroachments  which  he  appre- 
"  hended  had  commenced.  Lafontaine  and  Baldwin  were  endeav- 
"  curing  to  usurp  the  Government,  and  to  reduce  the  Governor- 
"  General  to  a  mere  passive  instrument  in  their  hands.  Already 
"  had  the  former  threatened  resignation."  The  despatch  states ; — 
**  I  learn  that  my  attempts  to  conciliate  all  parties  are  criminal  in 
"  the  eyes  of  the  Council,  or  at  least  of  the  most  formidable  member 
"  of  it.  I  am  required  to  give  myself  up  entirely  to  the  Council ;  to 
"  submit  absolutely  to  their  dictation,  to  have  no  judgment  of  my 
'*  own,  to  bestow  the  patronage  of  the  Government  exclusively  on 
"  their  partisans,  to  proscribe  their  opponents,  and  to  make  some 
*'  public  and  unequivocal  declaration  of  my  adhesion  to  these  con- 
"  ditions — including  the  complete  nullification  of  Her  Majesty's 
"  Government — a  course  which,  under  self-deception,  he  denom- 
"  inates  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  policy,  although  it  is  very  certain  that 
"  Sir  Charles  Bagot  meant  no  such  thing.  Failing  submission  to 
**  these  stipulations,  I  am  threatened  with  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
"  Lafontaine  for  one,  and  both  he  and  I  are  fully  aware  of  the 
"  serious  consequences  likely  to  follow  the  execution  of  that  menace, 
**  from  the  blindness  with  which  the  French  Canadian  party  follow 
"  their  leader."  No  explanation  is  given,  either  in  the  despatch  or 
in  the  biography,  as  to  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  authority  for 
making  such  statements,  and  the  members  of  the  administration 
knew  nothing  except  from  Mr.  Lafontaine's  report  of  his  conversa- 
tion with  Captain  Higginson.  In  August,  1844,  after  the  despatch  had 
become  public,  and  been  severely  criticised,  an  article  appeared  in 
the  Toronto  Colonist,  in  which  it  was  intimated  with  sufficient 
precision  that  tiie  authority  for  the  despatch  was  the  Governor's 
private  secretary.  Captain  Higginson.  It  was  felt  by  all  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Lafontaine  that  he  had  been  treated  with  great  unfairness,  in 
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having  a  report  of  a  private  conversation  communicated  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  his  prejudice,  without  his  having  been  aflbrded 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  report,  and  pointing  out  any  objec- 
tions he  might  have  entertained  to  it.  When  the  Colonist's  article 
appeared,  in  1844,  Mr.  Lafontaine  promptly  laid  before  the  i)ublic 
his  report  of  the  two  conversations  with  Captain  Higginson,  which 
is  materially  different  from  that  communicated  by  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  published  in  the  Pilot  of 
1 8th  September,  1844,  the  articles  in  the  Colonist,  and  Mr.  La- 
Fontaine's  memorandum  prefacing  them  with  the  editorial  remarks 
which  follow : — 

IMPORTANT   REVELATIONS. 

It  has  been  our  duty  on  sever.il  occasions  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  public 
the  conduct  of  Capt.  Higginson,  Private  Secretary  to  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor General,  an  officer  who,  being  altogether  irresponsible  within  this  Province, 
ought  in  our  opinion  to  have  most  carefully  abstained  from  all  interference  in  our 
local  piilitics.  We  have  been,  and  probably  shall  be  again,  accused  by  the  Gov- 
ernment press  of  being  influence!  by  feelings  of  personal  hostility  towards  Capt. 
Higginson.  Such  feelings,  we  are  altogether  unconscious  of  entertaining,  and  we 
have  accordingly  disclaimed  them.  It  is  foi  the  public  to  judge  whether  Captain 
Higginson  has  interfered  in  the  politics  of  the  country,  and  whether  such  inter- 
ference is  not  utterly  inconsistent  with  Responsible  Government. 

We  are  now  under  the  painful  necessity  of  bringing  a  charge  of  a  very  grave 
character  against  Capt.  Higginson, ^and  one  that  we  believe  our  readers  will  agree 
with  us  in  thinking  relates  to  a  subject  of  the  deepest  importance  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Province.  We  shall  endeavour  to  confine  ourselves  strictly  to  facts, 
and  shall,  after  putting  our  readers  in  possession  of  them,  leave  them  to  draw 
their  own  conclusions. 

It  will  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  public  that  Lord  Stanley  in  his  late 
speech  on  Canadian  affairs  quoted  an  extract  from  a  despatch  of  Sir  Charles  Met- 
calfe, dtited  in  M.iy,  1843,  in  which  His  Excellency  informed  His  Lordship  that 
certain  demands  had  been  made  on  him,  it  was  of  course  supposed,  by  the  Exe- 
cutive Council.     We  quote  the  extract   read  by  Lord  Stanley. 

"  I  am  required  to  give  myself  up  entirely  to  the  Council ;  to  submit  absolutely 
to  their  discretion;  to  have  no  judgment  of  my  own  ;  to  bestow  the  patron.Tge  of 
the  Government  exclusively  on  their  partizans  ;  to  proscribe  their  opponents,  and 
to  make  some  public  and  unequivocal  delaration  of  my  adhesion  to  these  condi- 
tions involving  the  complete  nullification  of  her  Majesty's  Government." 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  when  the  report  of  Lord  Stanley's  speech  reached 
Canada,  the  Ex-Ministers  were  much  surprised  to  find  that  His  Excellency  had 
stated  as  a  fact  that  demands  had  been  made  on  him  of  which  they  had  never 
even  heard.  The  comments  of  the  press  on  this  despatcli  were  so  pointed  and 
severe  that  it  was  felt  absolutely  necessary  to  offer  some  explanation.  Acci-rd- 
ingly  the  British  Colonist,  a  Ministerial  paper  published  in  Toronto,  and  the 
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medium  through  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ryerson  has  communicated  to  the  public 
his  defense  of  the  Governor-General,  was  furnished  with  information  that  could 
not  havi  been  obtained  without  the  dirtct  sanction  of  the  Government,  That  infor- 
mation, which  is  embodied  in  the  leading  article  of  the  Colonist  of  the  20th 
August  last,  consists  of  an  extract  from  an  unpublished  despatch,  the  same  from 
which  Lord  Stanley  quoted,  and  also  a  minute  of  a  communication  said  to  have 
been  made  to  an  officer  of  His  Excellency's  Household  (Capt.  Higginson),  by  a 
member  of  the  late  administration,  who  is  termed  in  the  despatch  "  a  dictatorial 
Councillor,"  but  who,  in  a  subsequent  number  of  the  Colonist,  is  more  particu- 
larly referred  to  as  "the  leader  of  the  late  Council,"  thus  placing  it  beyond  a 
doubt  that  Mr.  LaFontaine  is  the  gentleman  alluded  to. 

It  is  obvious  that  nothing  can  be  more  interesting  to  the  Canadian  public  than 
the  fullest  information  as  to  the  cause  of  the  "  antagonism  "  between  the  Gov- 
ernor-General and  the  late  Ministry,  which  was  entertained  by  His  Excellency 
almost  from  the  period  of  his  arrival,  although  never  communicated  to  them  until 
the  day  previous  to  their  resignation.  It  has  been  denied  by  the  supporters  of  His 
Excellency's  policy  that  this  "  antagonism  "  was  towards  "  Responsible  Govern- 
ment "  itself;  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  to  certain  views  of  the  late  Ministers 
on  the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  the  patronage  of  the  Crown.  The  article  in 
the  Colonist,  together  with  the  information  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  communi- 
cate, will,  we  think,  tend  to  enlighten  the  public.  We  propose  to  copy  that  portion 
of  the  Colonist's  article  relating  to  this  important  subject,  together  with  a  memo- 
randum furnished  to  us  by  the  councillor  therein  alluded  to,  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  his  conversation  with  Capt.  Higginson  took  place,  the  points  on  which 
it  turned,  and  the  views  expressed  both  by  Capt.  Higginson  and  himself.  We 
shall  further  take  the  liberty  of  offering  a  few  comments  of  our  own  on  the  whole 
matter. 

It  would  appear  that,  notwithstanding  Capt.  Higginson's  declaration  to  Mr.  La- 
Fontaine,  the  conversation  in  question  must  have  been  sought  for  the  purpose  of 
pumping  Mr.  La  Fontaine  for  the  information  of  the  Governor-General.  Such  a 
mode  for  Governors  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  opinions  of  their  constitutional 
advisers  is  at  least  a  novel  one.  It  would  appear  from,  the  authorited  ani<z\t  in  the 
Colonist  that  a  communication  had  been  made  by  an  Executive  Councillor  to  an 
officer  in  the  Household  on  the  occasion  of  a  rumour  that  "  His  Excellency  was 
about  to  appoint  an  aide-de  camp  who  was  not  liked  by  this  leading  Councillor 
and  some  of  his  colleagues."  It  would  have  been  strange  indeed  had  the  Coun- 
cillor gone  to  Capt.  Higginson  to  make  a  remonstrance  on  this  subject,  but  it  is 
not  at  all  extraordinary  that  a  conversation  should  ensue  at  the  dinner  table  on  a 
subject  then  generally  spoken  of.  On  Col.  Heriot's  death  Col.  DeSalaberry 
arrived  at  Kingston,  notoriously  to  ask  for  the  vacant  office.  He  had  an  interview 
with  the  Governor-General  Jon  the  subject,  and  it  was  immediately  afterwards 
given  out  that  he  had  received  a  promise  of  the  appointment.  The  office  was  a 
sinecure  ;  the  salary  had  been  obtainetl  by  an  annual  vote  of  the  Assembly,  and 
the  Ministry  had  to  take  the  responsibility  of  asking  Parliament  to  vote  it. 

There  is  a  gross  misrepresentation  in  Capt.  Higginson's  statement  where  he  in- 
sinuates that  the  ground  of  opposition  was  dislike  of  Col.  DeSalaberry.     The  ob- 
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jection  was  to  the  principle  of  filling  up  a  sinecure  place  when  a  favourable  opportu- 
nity olTered  of  getting  rid  of  it.  When  the  rumours  to  which  we  have  referred 
liecame  current,  it  may  naturally  be  supposed  that  the  Ex-Ministers  were  a  little 
embarrassed.  Whether  the  conversation  which  took  place  between  Mr.  LaFon- 
taine  and  Capt.  Higginson  prevented  the  appointment  we  cannot  say,  but  it  was 
never  made. — This  conversation  which  originated  about  the  Provincial  Aide-de- 
Camp  was  so  interesting  to  Capt.  Higginson,  that  he  was  anxious  to  continue  it, 
and,  at  /lis  request,  Mr.  LaFontaine  made  an  appointment  with  him  for  the  next 
day,  when  a  conversation  three  hours  in  length  took  place. — Capt.  Higginson  con- 
sidered Mr.  LaFontaine's  sentiments,  expressed  to  him  in  the  confidence  of  private 
cotTcrsdIion,  "sufficiently  startling  and  important  to  require  a  careful  minute,  and 
communication  to  the  Imperial  Secretary  of  State."  Did  it  never  occur  to  his 
mind  that  he  was  treated  by  Mr.  LaFontaine  merely  as  a  private  gentleman,  and 
that  before  reporting  his  conversation,  he  should  have  stated  his  intention  of  doing 
so,  and  should  have  permitted  Mr.  LaFontaine  to  examine  his  minute  and  see  that 
he  was  noi  misrepresented  /  The  public  will  judge  how  far  it  is  possible  for  such 
an  account  as  that  in  the  Colonist  to  l)e  a  faithful  exposition  of  the  sentiments  of 
one  party  when  the  opinions  ex]iressed  by  the  other  party  to  the  conversation  are 
carefully  withheld.  This  omission  Mr.  LaFontaine  has  supplied.  His  memor- 
andum will  carry  with  it  to  every  man's  mind  the  conviction  of  its  truth.  The 
sentiments  expressed  by  Capt.  Higginson  are  precisely  those  which  Lord  Falkland 
hxs  openly  avowed  and  attempted  to  practise,  which  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  himself 
avowed  to  his  Councillors  the  day  prior  to  their  resignation,  when  "he  did  not 
disguise  his  opinion  that  these  affairs  could  be  more  satisfactorily  managed  by  and 
through  the  Ciovernor  himself,  without  any  necessity  of  concord  amongst  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Council,  or  obligation  on  their  part  to  defend  or  support  in 
Parliament  the  acts  of  the  Governor."  They  are  also  in  accordance  with  the 
views  expressed  by  Lord  Stanley  on  the  question  of  patronage,  when  he  said  that 
in  a  colony  we  "could  not  have  the  life  oi  \he  British  Constitution."  It  is  in 
accordance  with  these  views  thiit  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  has  long  been  trying  to 
form  a  patchwork  cabinet.  How  far  he  has  succeeded  we  shall  leave  the  public  to 
judge. 

Capt.  Higginson's  report  of  Mr.  LaFontaine's  sentiments  on  the  different  sub- 
jects referred  to  in  a  three  hours  conversation  is  very  incorrect,  but  how  could  it  be 
otherwise  when  he  has  compressed  it  into  about  twenty  lines.  It  will  appear  from 
Mr.  LaFontaine's  memorandum,  that  the  principles  which  he  laid  down  are  those 
upon  which  he  and  his  colleagues  accepted  office,  and  which  have  long  been  recog- 
nized as  the  political  creed  of  the  reformers  both  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada. 
There  could  be  no  mistake  on  his  side  but  we  can  readily  imagine  how  a  gentle- 
man who  is  such  an  adept  in  the  art  of  "  paraphrasing  "  as  Capt.  Higginson,  might 
twist  what  Mr.  LaFontaine  said  into  what  he  has  published  in  the  Colonist.  We 
do  not  forget  the  celebrated  passage  in  the  reply  to  Mr.  LaFontaine's  letter  : — 
"  In  ether  words,  that  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  should  be  surrendered  to  the 
Council  for  the  purchase  of  parliamentary  support,  for  if  the  demand  did  not  mean 
that  it  meant  nothing,  as  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  the  mere  form  of  taking  advice 
without  regarding  it,  was  the  process  contemplated."    Is  it  not  sufficiently  evident 


96 


REMINISCENCES   IN   THE   LIFE   OF 


that  the  "process  contemplated"  by  the  Governor-General  was  either  not  to  take 
the  advice  of  his  Council  at  all,  or  to  go  through  "  the  mere  form  of  taking  advice 
without  regarding  it  ?  "  The  paraphrasing  Secretary  commenceil  jiractising  his 
art  at  a  very  early  period  of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. We  have  said  but  little  of  the  conduct  of  Capt.  I  ligginson  in  seeking  a  private 
interview  with  Mr.  LaKontaine,  and  without  his  permission  taking  a  note  of  the 
conversation,  and  reporting  the  sentiments  expressed  during  its  continuance,  Ixith  at 
the  dinner  table  and  in  his  office,  pai\\fhnisi>[g  it  as  he  thought  fit,  and  then  hand- 
ing it  to  the  tiovernor-General  to  be  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  as 
the  sentiments  of  that  gentleman  and  his  colleagues.  We  cannot  indeed  trust  our- 
selves to  say  much  on  this  subject,  and  shall  therefore  content  ourselves  with 
reminding  our  readers  that  it  has  now  been  fully  established  that  the  May  despatch 
in  which  the  "antagonism"  was  first  announced,  was  founded  on  Mr.  LaFon- 
taine's  private  conversation  with  Capt.  Higginson,  that  Mr,  L.  asserts  that  the 
report  of  that  conversation  is  incorrect,  and  that  it  ajipears  from  his  lucid  memo- 
randum that  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  view  of  Responsible  Government  and  of  the 
resolutions  of  September,  1841,  are  in  complete  "antagonism"  with  those  of  the 
Ex-Ministers  and  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  as  the  former  have 
always  asserted.  We  shall  close  our  remarks  on  Capt,  Higginson's  conduct  with 
the  following  cutting  extract  from  Mr.  LaFontaine's  memorandum,  which  deserves 
particular  attention  : 

"It  is  only  by  this  publication  in  the  Colonist  that  the  Councillor  has  learned 
that  a  report  of  the  conversation  has  been  made  to  the  Governor-General," 

We  confess  that  we  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  could  assure  Lord  Stanley  : — "  I  have  given  the  meaning  rather  than  the 
words  of  the  dictatorial  Councillor  hnt  I  have  not  in  the  slightest  degree  exaggerated 
the  substance  of  his  discourse  "  when  he  himself  had  not  heard  a  iiwrd  of  that  dis- 
course, but  had  merely  received  it  filtered  through  the  paraphrases  of  his  private 
Secretary,  We  are  still  more  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how  His  Excellency,  after  Capt. 
Higginson  had  fully  explained  to  him  the  principles  of  Mr.  LaFontaine,  with 
regard  to  the  mode  of  administering  the  Government,  and  that  he  and  his  colleagues 
had  accepted  office  on  those  principles,  and  were  prepared  to  abandon  it  forth- 
with unless  those  principles  were  acted  on,  could  feel  it  consistent  with  his  duty  to 
conceal  from  His  Council  for  many  months  that  "antagonism  "  which  he  felt,  and 
which,  instead  of  openly  avowing,  he  was,  while  professing  to  give  them  his  entire 
confidence,  manifesting  by  endeavouring  to  destroy  their  political  influence.  Dr. 
Ryerson  may  write  pamphlet  after  pamphlet  but  it  is  vain  to  attempt  to  persuade 
the  Canadian  people  that  the  Responsible  Gozernmentoi  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  is  that 
practised  i)i  En  gland  wA  recommended  by  the  late  Earl  of  Durham.— Circumstances 
to  which  we  shall  briefly  refer,  have  prevented  this  notice  of  the  Colonist's  very 
important  article  appearing  sooner.  It  seems  strange  that  it  should  have  been  so 
little  noticed  by  the  contemporary  press,  and  that  Capt.  Higginson  should  have 
sent  his  explanations  to  Toronto,  instead  of  publishing  them  in  the  demi-official 
Gazette  in  which  other  communications,  authorized  by  him,  have  appeared.  Mr. 
LaF'ontaine  resides  at  Montreal,  and  does  not  see  the  Colonist.  No  Montreal 
paper  (and  we  believe  no  journal  in  the  province)  copied  the  articles  referred  to.    Mr. 
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LaFontaine  never  saw  it  until  a  few  days  age,  when  we  called  his  attention  to  it. 
When  we  first  read  the  article,  Mr.  l.aKuntaine  was  absent  from  town,  and  as  we 
could  not  write  satisfactorily  on  the  subject  without  communicating  with  him,  we 
put  the  Colonist  by,  intending  to  shew  it  to  him  on  his  return,  but  the  subject 
entirely  escaped  our  recollection,  until  we  read  the  second  article  in  the  Colonist  of 
the  loth  inst.  We  trust  that  our  Toronto  contemporary  will  see  the  projiriety  of 
publishing  Mr.  LaFontaine's  memorandum,  so  that  his  readers  may  see  both  sides 
of  the  question. 

(From  The  Colonist,  August  20.) 

In  regard  to  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  despatch  to  Lord  Stanley,  the  attempt  to 
convict  His  Excellency  of  inconsistency  and  <lisingenuousness  must  recoil  upon  the 
heads  of  its  authors,  when  the  omitted  facts  of  the  case  are  stated.  In  the  manner 
in  which  that  despatch  is  quoted  "by  authority  of  the  Reform  Association  of 
Canada,"  the  reader  would  suppose  that  Sir  C.  Metcalfe  had  represented  that  the 
Council  \\a.A  made  such  demands  of  him  in  May  last ;  whereas  such  was  not  the 
case. — Lord  Stanley  says — "So  early  as  May  last,  the  Governor  General  saw 
reason  to  anticipate  the  demands  which  had  been  made  upon  him,  and  wrtte  to  him. 
(Lord  Stanley)  on  the  subject  .^' — What  then  did  the  Governor  General  write?  He 
wrote  a  letter,  stating  what  as  he  says  "a  dictatorial  councillor"  had  said  to  an 
officer  of  his  household,  on  occasion  of  the  rumour  that  His  P2xcellency  was  about 
to  appoint  an  Aide  de  Camp  who  was  not  liked  by  this  leading  Councillor  and 
some  of  his  colleagues.  Following  the  words  whicl.  are  quoted  above,  His  Excel- 
lency says  to  Lord  Stanley,  "  1  have  given  the  meaning  rather  than  the  words  of 
the  dictatorial  councillor,  but  I  have  not  in  the  slightest  degree  exaggerated  the 
substance  of  his  discourse."  Now,  we  venture  to  vouch  that  it  can  be  established 
to  the  satisfaction  of  any  jury  of  twelve  men,  that  that  councillor,  among  other 
things,  did,  early  in  May,  1843,  *^y  '"  substance  what  follows: — "The  attempt  to 
carry  on  the  Government  on  principles  of  conciliation  must  fail.  Responsible 
Government  has  been  conceded,  and  when  we  lose  our  majority  we  are  prepared 
to  retire.  To  strengthen  us,  we  must  have  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Governor 
exhibited  most  unequivocally,  and  also  his  patronage  to  be  bestowed  exclusively  on 
our  political  adherents.  We  feel  that  His  Excellency  has  kept  aloof  from  us.  The 
opposition  pronounce  that  his  sentiments  are  with  them.  There  must  be  some  act 
of  his,  some  public  declaration  in  favov  of  responsible  government  and  of  confidence 
in  his  cabinet  to  convince  them  of  their  error  ;  a  declaration  of  the  Governor  to 
that  effect  would  put  a  stop  to  political  agitation,  which  the  opposition  keeps  up 
as  long  as  they  have  the  slightest  hopes  of  office  ;  all  they  care  for.  Let  tljem 
know  that  the  game  is  up,  and  all  will  go  right,  and  many  will  come  round.  The 
differences  in  religion  in  Upper  Canada  will  also  prevent  amalgamation.  You 
must  first  make  them  all  the  same,  like  ourselves  in  Lower  Canada." 

We  aver  that  such  and  many  similar  things  were  asserted  and  "  required  "  by  a 
leading  member  of  the  late  council,  in  a  manner  evidently  designed  for  His  Excel- 
lency's information  ;  and  whether  it  does  not  fully  justify  the  passage  of  his  letter 
quoted  by  Lord  Stanley,  let  every  man  in  Canada  judge. 
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(From  :he  Colotnst,  Septemliei"  lo.) 

In  reply  to  the  latter  part  of  the  llemUVs  article^  we  remark  that  he  omits  what 
he  ought  to  have  stated  that  the  "  discourse  "  referred  to  was  delivered  not  merely 
by  a  member,  but  by  the  leailer  of  the  late  Council.  We  may  add,  it  was  so 
delivered  two  days  in  succession  ;  it  was  delivered  in  the  tone  of  demand,  and  ir» 
reference  to  an  appointment  belonging  to  the  personal  staff  of  the  CJovernor 
General,  and  avowing  sentiments  in  l)el)alf  of  himself,  and  colleagues,  sufficiently 
startling  and  important  to  reciuire  a  careful  minute  and  communication  of  them  to 
the  Imperial  Secretary  of  State  ;  and  might  well  be  regarded,  though  not  stated 
by  His  Excellency,  to  express  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  a  majority  of  the 
Council. 

MKMORANDUM. — (Translated.) 

The  member  of  the  late  Executive  Council  who  is  alluded  to  in  the  numbers  of 
the  Toronto  Colonist  of  the  2oth  August  last  and  the   loth  Sept.  instant,  dined 
with  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  about  the  end  of  April  or  the  beginning  of  May,  1843  » 
that  is  to  say,  alwut  one  month  after  the  arrival  of  the  Governor  General.     At 
table  he  sat  next  to  Captain  Iligginson,  then  private  Secretary  to  Ilis  Excellency. 
During  dinner  one  of  the  two,  whether  the  member  of  Council  or  Capt.  Iligginson, 
the  former  cannot  recollect,  turned  the   conversation  on  the  situation  of  Provincial 
aide-de-camp  which  had  been  for  some  time   vacant.     The  member  of  Council 
explained  to  Captain  Iligginson  the  origin  of  the  creation  of  that  office  in  Lower 
Canada.     The  name  of  Mr.  De  Salaberry  was  mentioned  as  being  in  the  list  of 
candidates.     The  Councillor  remarked  that  the  office  was  generally  regarded  as  a 
sinecure,  and  that  there  were  strong  reasons  for  l)elieving  that  the  Legislature 
Would  refuse  to  renew  the   salary  at  least   for  a  second  Provincial   Aide-de-Camp. 
These  reasons  led  the   Councillor  to  remark  to  Captain  Iligginson  that  he  thought 
that  it  would  l)e  better  not  to  appoint  a  successor  to  Col.  Heriot.     He  added  with 
regard   to   Mr.  De   Salaberry  that,  however    favourably  disposed  he    might  be 
towards  him,  it  was  nevertheless  his  duty  to  say  that  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances in  which  that   gentleman  was  placed,  in  consequence  of  the  violence  com- 
mitted at  the  election  in  the  county  of  Rouville  in  1841,  his  appointment  would  be 
unfavourably  regarded  in  Lower  Canad.i,  at  least  while  the  enquiry  ordered  by  the 
House  into  that  violence  was  pending  ;  that,  independently  of  this,  he  saw  no 
other  reason  that  could  militate  against  the  choice  of  Mr.  DeSalaberry,  who  on  the 
other  hand  had  strong  claims,  from  the  services  and  military  glory  ofhis  father,  the 
conqueror  of  Chateauguay.     In  the  course  of  the  conversation  Captain  Iligginson 
expressed  a  desire  to  converse  with  the  Councillor  upon  the  political  state  of  the 
country,  and  at  the  retjuest  of  Captain  Iligginson,  it  was  arranged  that  he  should 
call  the  next  day  at  noon  at  the  office  of  the  Councillor,  where  he  arrived  at  the 
appointed  hour.     Capt.  Higginson  and  the  Councillor  were  alone.     The  conversa- 
tion lasted  nearly  three  hours,  and  is  in  substance  as  follows,  as  far  at  least  as 
relates  to  the  topics  embraced  in  the  incorrect  report  that  the  Colonist  appears  to 
have  been  authorizetl  to  publish. 

Being  requested  by  Captain  Higginson  to  explain  to  him  what  was  understood 
by  Responsible  Government "  the  Councillor  informed  him  of  the  opinions,  w  hich 
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had  been  so  often  expressed  on  this  subject  as  well  in  the  House  as  elsewhere.  He 
explained  to  him  that  the  Councillors  were  responsible  for  all  the  acts  of  govern- 
ment with  regard  to  local  matters,  that  they  were  so  held  by  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  that  they  could  only  retiiin  office  so  long  as  they  possessed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  and  that  whenever  this  confidence 
should  be  withdrawn  from  them  they  also  would  retire  from  the  administration  ; 
that  these  were  principles  recognized  by  the  resolutions  of  3rd  Sept.,  1841,  and  that 
it  was  on  the  faith  of  these  principles  being  carried  out,  that  he  had  accepted  office. 

The  question  of  consultation  and  of  non  consultation  was  brought  on  the  tnfis 
with  reference  to  the  exercise  of  patronage,  that  is  to  say,  the  distribution  of  places 
at  the  disposal  of  the  local  government.  The  Councillor  informal  Captain  Higginson 
that  the  responsibility  of  the  members  of  the  administration,  extending  to  all  the 
acts  of  the  Government  in  local  matters,  comprehending  therein  the  appointment 
to  offices,  consultation  in  all  those  cases  became  necessary,  it  being  afterwards  left 
to  the  Covernor  to  adopt  or  reject  the  advice  of  his  Councillors,  His  Excellency 
not  being  bound,  and  it  not  being  possible  to  bind  him,  to  follow  that  advice,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  having  a  right  to  reject  it ;  but  in  this  latter  case,  if  the  members 
of  Council  did  not  choose  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  act,  that  the  Governor 
wished  to  perform,  contrary  to  their  advice,  they  had  the  means  of  relieving  them- 
selves from  It  by  exercising  their  power  of  resigning.  Captain  Higginson  observed 
that  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  this  was  the  sense  of  the  resolutions  of  1841  : 
that  the  Governor  being  responsible  to  the  Imperial  authorities  for  the  acts  of  his 
Government,  ought  himself  to  bear  the  responsibility  of  these  acts  in  local  matters, 
and  that  he  could  not  relieve  himself  from  it  by  throwing  it  upon  his  Councillors  ; 
that  this  responsibility  could  not  be  understood  as  the  Councillor  understood  it — 
for,  said  Captain  Higginson,  it  must  then  be  considered  that  the  act  is  not  the  act 
of  the  Governor,  and  in  that  case  it  would  not  be  just  that  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment should  hold  him  responsible  for  it ;  but  as  the  act  is  the  act  of  the  Governor, 
and  as  the  Imperial  Government  hold  him  responsible  for  it,  it  would  be  equally 
unjust  that  he  should  throw  the  responsibility  on  his  Councillors  ;  that  for  this 
reason  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Governor  must  be  free  to  act,  with  or  without 
the  advice  of  his  Councillors,  admitting,  nevertheless,  that  it  was  desirable  that  he 
should  take  that  advice  in  the  generality  of  cases  ;  that  for  his  (Captain  Higgin- 
son's)  own  part,  he  did  not  see  the  possibility  of  putting  the  resolutions  of  184.1  in 
practice  as  the  Councillor  explained  them,  unless  the  Imperial  Government  should 
expressly  relieve  the  Governor  from  all  responsibility  as  to  local  matters.  That 
even  in  that  case  there  would  still  be  the  objection  that  the  Governor  would 
be  reduced  to  a  cipher,  and  that  such  a  system  would  make  the  Colony  an  inde- 
pendent State.  He  added  that  even  supposing  that  the  resolutions  of  1841  could 
be  interpreted  in  the  sense  given  to  them  by  the  Councillor,  he  did  not  think  that  this 
would  include  the  exercise  of  patronage,  and  that  he  did  not  see  why  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  should  hold  the  Councillors  responsible  for  it ;  that  he  looked 
on  the  distribution  of  offices  as  belonging  to  a  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  that  the 
Governor  must  exercise  on  his  own  responsibility,  not  having  to  render  any  ac- 
count of  it  except  to  the  Imperial  Government. 

in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  the  Councillor,  Capt.  Higginson  stated  that  in  his 
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opinion  tlie  sense  of  the  resolutions  of  184 1  was  that  the  Governor  shoulrl  choose  his 
Councillors  from  aniony  those  supposetl  to  have  tlie  confidence  of  the  people  ;  that 
it  was  desirable  that  these  persons  tir  the  majority  of  them  should  have  seats  in  the 
Legislature  to  explain  there  the  views  and  the  measures  of  tlie  llovernment ;  that  if  it 
happened  that  one  of  thern  should  cease  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the  Re])resentatives 
of  the  ]ieo])le  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  tJovernor  to  replace  him  by  another  more 
likely  to  gain  that  confidence,  in  order  to  maintain  as  far  as  possible  lu'.rmony  be- 
tween the  different  branches  of  the  Legislature,  that  each  member  of  tlie  adminis- 
trat'  111  ought  to  be  responsible  only  for  the  acts  of  his  own  department  and  con- 
seq'it  itly  that  he  ought  to  have  the  liberty  of  voting  with  or  against  his  colleagues 
whenever  he  judged  fit,  that  by  this  means  an  administration  composed  of  the  prin- 
cipal members  of  each  political  party  might  exist  advantageously  for  all  ])arties 
and  would  furnish  the  Governor  the  means  of  better  understanding  the  views  and 
the  opinions  of  each  party  and  would  not  fail,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Governor, 
to  lead  to  the  reconciliation  of  all. 

The  Councillor  then  informed  him  that  if  the  opinions  which  he  had  just  ex- 
pressed upon  the  sense  of  the  resolutions  of  1841  were  those  of  the  Governor 
General,  and  if  His  Excellency  was  determined  to  make  them  the  nile  for  conduct- 
ing his  Government  the  sooner  he  made  it  known  to  the  members  of  his  Council 
the  better,  in  order  to  avoid  all  misunderstanding  between  them,  and  the  (.  ouncillor 
added  that  in  such  case  he  for  one  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  tender  iiis  resignation, 
convinced  as  he  was  that  such  a  system  was  in  opposition  to  the  principles  recog- 
nized by  the  resolutions  of  1841,  and  that  the  difference  between  it  and  the  old 
system,  that  had  formerly  prevailetl  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  was  so  trifling  as 
to  be  scarcely  perceptible. 

Captain  Iligginson  then  replied  to  the  Councillor,  that  in  speaking  thus,  he  must 
not  be  considered  as  expressing  the  opinions  of  the  Governor-General,  but  merely 
his  own  individual  ones,  and  that  moreover  he  was  not  charged  by  His  Excellency 
to  hold  this  conversation  with  the  Councillor. 

As  to  the  means  of  conciliation,  suggested  by  Captain  Higginson,  the  Councillor 
said  that  they  would  not  succeed  ;  that  the  best  means  of  conciliation  was  frankly 
to  give  effect  to  the  resolutions  of  184 1,  and  to  conduct  the  Government  with  the 
assistance  of  a  Council,  whose  members  should  have  views  in  common  both  with 
regard  to  legislation  and  administration,  and  who  should  possess  the  confidence  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  and  that  of  the  Governor.  Thereupon  allusion 
was  made  to  the  rumour,  then  very  currently  reported,  that  the  members  of  the 
administration  did  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  His  Excellency,  and  the  Councillor 
having  on  this  occasion  remarked  to  Captain  Higginson,  that  if  any  fact  came  to 
their  knowledge  of  such  a  nature  as  to  convince  them  that  they  had  not  such  confi- 
dence, he  might  be  certain  that  the  Councillors  would  not  allow  a  day  to  pass 
without  tendering  their  resignation,  Capt.  Higginson  assured  him  that  there  was 
no  foundation  for  the  rumour  then  current. 

The  Councillor  never  said  at  any  time,  or  in  any  place,  much  less  to  Captain 
Higginson,  that  the  patronage  of  the  Governor  ought  to  be  exc/nsivt-Zy  extiiciaed  in 
favor  of  tuc  partizans  of  the  Ministry  ;  the  Councillor  has  never  jinjfessed  such  a 
doctrine  ;  but  the  Councillor  answered  a  question  thus  put  by  Captain  Higginson, 
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that  as  a  general  rule  when  two  caudiilales  olTeied  with  e(|ual  qualifications,  the 
one  not  o])iiose<i  to  ilie  adiiiiiiistraliou  shuulil  have  the  preference — tiiat,  were  a 
Contrary  rule  to  i  ••evaii,  if,  in  ilie  distribution  of  offices,  the  (lovernor  were  to  let 
it  be  seen  that  iipiio^ilion  lo  the  members  of  iiis  aiiminislratioii  was  a  title  to  his 
favor,  lie  W(juid  l)e  wanting  in  wliat  was  due  to  iiinisidf,  as  well  as  to  his  Council- 
lors ;  that  so  long  as  h'j  reiained  them  in  his  Council  he  was  sui)posed  to  give 
them  his  confidence,  and  he  ou^'ht  to  do  nothing  which  would  have  tlie  effect  of 
destroying  the  inlluence  of  his  administration,  but,  on  tj'e  contrary,  should  ^trmj^then 
it  by  every  ie[,'ilim;ne  means  in  his  power ;  and  the  (Jouncillor  added  thai  he  and 
his  colleagues  had  aright  to  expect  tlial  His  Excellency  would  thus  act  towards 
them;  tlial  otherwise  it  would  be  inlinitely  belter  for  His  Kxeelleiicy  to  relieve 
them  fiom  their  duties,  an  1  appoint  tlicir  .lueeessius  ;  that  as  for  the  ap|)oinlnients 
to  oftiee  he  could  apjjcal  to  the  pa>l  lo  prove  that  there  had  been  nothing  exclusive 
in  it  ;  that  as  the  love  of  place  appL-ared  to  be  the  inlluencing  motive  with  a  con- 
siderable luimber  in  llieir  op|)Obili(jn  to  the  tiovermuent,  he  was  convinced  that  the 
political  agitation  which  was  the  consequence  o(  it  would  diminish  nnieh  in  its 
force  so  soon  as  these  imlividuals  .-.hould  see  that  such  o]ipositioii  had  ceased  to  Ije 
a  title  to  employment ;  that  the  ojiiHjsition  would  then  become  more  honourable 
and  C(jnstitulional,  for  it  would  bear  on  the  principles  of  legislation  and  adminis- 
tration according  to  English  practice. 

Capt.  Higginson  also  called  the  altenlion  of  the  Councillor  to  the  fact  that  there 
existed  more  divisions  among  llie  population  of  Upi)er  Canada,  than  among  ll'.at  of 
Lower  Canada,  and  begged  of  him  lo  exjilain  the  cause  of  it.  The  Councillor  said 
that  it  ajipcared  to  liim  that  in  Upper  Canada  there  existed  a  profound  hatred  be- 
tween the  jiarty  called  Tory  anil  I  hal  called  Reform,  that  the  government  jirior  to  the 
Union  having  always  been  in  the  hands  of  the  lirst  of  these  two  parlies,  this  hatred 
appeareil  to  have  been  created  by  its  b.ad  .administration,  which  after  all  luad  been 
the  elk'Ct  of  the  then  bad.  system  of  Colonial  government  ;  th.at  in  Ujiper  C.nnada 
there  existed  a  great  number  of  religious  denominations  more  or  less  numerous,  and 
that  moreover  the  population  was  in  great  j)art  composed  of  people,  natives  of 
different  countries,  viz.,  Naiive  Canadians,  Knglish,  Scotch,  Irish,  Americans, 
Dutch  ;  that  all  this  miglit  serve  lo  account  for  the  divisions  which  prevailed  in 
Upper  Canada,  while  in  Lower  Canada  the  ])opulation  was  more  homogeneous, 
consisting  princijially  of  French  Canadians  and  a  very  great  m.ajority  [irofessing 
the  same  religion,  viz.,  the  French  Canadians  and  the  Irish  Catholics;  th.at  religi- 
ous dilierences  were  scarcely  known  there,  and  that  as  for  past  ])olilical  divisions 
they  arose  from  the  circumstance  th.it  a  small  mimber  of  individuals  and  of  families, 
principally  in  the  cities  of  (Quebec  anil  Montreal,  had  been  rendered  masters  of  the 
Government  and  of  the  Governors,  and  allogether  engrossed  it  and  conducled  it 
according  to  their  own  whim,  lo  the  prejudice  of  the  mass  of  the  population,  Kng- 
lish as  well  as  French;  that  the  Union  had  moreover  caused  the  leaders  of  the 
Tory  party  of  Lower  Canada  to  disappear  from  the  House,  and  that  all  this  would 
help  to  explain  the  reason  why  the  divisions  which  prevailed  in  Upper  Canada  did 
not  exist  in  Lower  Can.ada. 

Such  is  the  substance  and  the  tenor  of  the  princip.al  points  of  the  convers.ation 
which  took  place  at  iAe  request  of  Capt.  lligginson,  between  him  and  the  Council- 
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lor  and  of  which  an  incorrect  report  has  been  communicated  to  the  Colonbt,  with- 
out  any  participation  on  the  part  of  the  Councillor,  and  it  is  only  hy  this  jiulilica- 
tion  in  the  Colonist  that  the  Councillur  has  learned  that  a  report  of  the  cuiivorsiition 
has  been  made  to  the  (.iovernor-General.  Captain  llijjtjinson  never  intimated  to 
the  Councillor  that  it  was  his  intention  to  make  a  report  to  the  Oovernor-Lieneral, 
although  the  Councillor  would  liave  had  no  objection  to  his  doing  so.  He  would 
have  merely  re(iuired  in  this  case,  as  a  simple  act  of  justice  to  all  parties,  that  the 
report,  when  once  put  in  writing  by  Captain  I  ligginson,  should  have  Ijeen  communi- 
cated to  him  so  as  to  enable  him  to  verify  its  truth  or  to  correct  its  errors. 

A  few  days  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  preceding  documents, 
Messrs.  Lafuntaine  and  Morin  felt  themselves  compelled  to  resign 
their  commissions  as  Queen's  Counsel.  The  circumstanc  es  are 
stated  in  the  correspondence  which  follows,  and  which  includes  the 
editorial  remarks  of  the  Montreal  Gazette,  which  was  then  looked 
on  as  the  organ  of  the  administration.  The  words  of  the  ;uldress 
from  the  County  of  Drummond,  and  of  the  reply,  fully  justify  the 
editorial  comments,  and  I  may  remark  that  the  example  set  by 
Messrs.  Lafontaine  and  Morin  was  promptly  followed  by  Mr. 
Baldwin  and  Mr.  Small. 

IMPORTANT   CORRESI'ONUENCK. 

We  present  this  day  to  our  readers  a  correspondence  between  the  llon'bles 
L.  H,  La  l-'ontaine  and  A.  N.  Morin,  and  Mr,  .Secretary  I'aly,  wiiich  we  have 
no  doubt  will  be  read  with  the  deepest  interest.  The  slanderous  charges  against 
those  gentlemen  and  their  colleagues,  contained  in  tlie  Drummond  address  and 
answer,  have  been  already  noticed  and  repelled  by  us,  and  we  can  add  nothing  at 
present  to  the  manly  and  dignified  rebuke  given  to  the  Executive  by  our  i  expected 
friends. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Daly  calls  for  some  remark.  It  is  a  shuUling  and  disingenu- 
ous attempt  to  extricate  the  liovernment  from  a  position,  which  they  have  nut  the 
manliness  to  defend.  There  has  been  no  second  opinion  with  regard  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Drummond  answer  among  the  public.  The  signers  of  the  .address 
approve  of  the 

"  Firmness  with  which  you  resisted  the  attempt  of  the  late  Executive  Council  to 
degrade  the  Representative  of  Her  Majesty  into  a  party  tool,  a  mere  otticial  stamp 
to  authorize  and  authenticate  measures,  and  proceedings  of  a  party  tending  directly 
in  our  opinion  to  the  result  of  separation  from  British  connection  ami  rule." 

Now  We  put  it  to  every  candid  man  to  say  what  are  the  designs  imputed  in  this 
address  to  the  late  Council.  Are  they  not  directly  charged  with  having  maile  an 
attempt  to  degrade  the  (,)ueen's  Representative  into  a  "  mere  official  stamp"/or 
the  purpose  of  using  that  stamp  to  authenticate  measures  and  proceedings  tending 
to  separation  ?  Such  is  clearly  the  language  of  the  address  ;  and  wliat  says  the  re- 
ply ?  There  is  no  expression  of  dissent  to  be  found  in  it,  as  is  customary  when  the 
sentiments  contained  in  an  address  are  disapproved  of,  and  such  as  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Gwillimbury  answer  tlial  we  lately  copied — "  My  satisfaction  would  have 
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been  unalloyed  hail  it  not  containeil  an  imimtation  of  unworthy  motives,"  e"^c. 
No  such  dissent  is  to  be  found  in  tiiis  ca>e.  Mut,  on  the  contrary,  "Having 
ahundant  reason  to  know  that  you  have  accurately  described  M^  (//".f/;,''/^  i/w'///; 
natuiwl  tcndmcy  of  suk-H  //i-v/j,';/,? //' //;<;i  had  been  successful."  Can  janyua^je  be 
plainer,  and  what  will  the  j)ublic  tliink  of  the  yovernnieiit  that  after  nie.iidy  en- 
courayinf^  its  adherents  to  adojjt  such  a  line  of  conduct  is  dastardly  enouj,'li  to  give 
such  a  shuilling  answer  when  called  to  account. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  Messrs.  V'i^'cr  .ind  Daly /,v.f/.t/ »;/  (/,',/,;/ />/^' that 
the  views  of  Resjionsible  (ioverniiient  taken  by  the  Kx-Ministers  liavc  "a  natural 
tendency"  to  the  result  of  separation,  &^, 

Now  Mr.  ra]>ineau  has /m' ^/.f  (V((vv;>.»' -(i/c  in  /"ifz/ww.';/^  declared  his  appro- 
bation of  tiie  conduct  of  Ihe  Ilx-Ministers.  Mr.  Daly  was  himself  a  party  to  the 
whole  demand,  and  was  pledged  to  the  same  view  of  the  questiim  as  his  colleagues, 
and  Mr.  Viger,  Mr.  NVnkelielii,  and  others  Iwve  repeatedly  admitted  thai  tliey  took 
precisely  the  same  view,  'j'o  uli.it  degradation  are  these  men  reduced.  It  is 
rumoured  indeed  that  the  new  Councillors  are  already  bei^inning  to  kick.  Mr. 
I'apineau  Ciinnot  find  himself  very  comfortable  under  such  imputations  as  are  to  be 
found  both  in  the  Drummond  answer, and  in  Mr.  Daly's  letter,  and  Mr.  I'apineau 
is  yet  an  honest  man,  althou^d)  a  dupe.  lie  won't  like  to  allow  Mr.  I'rivate 
Secretary  lligginson  to  <lrag  him  and  his  countrymen  through  the  mire. 

"  County  of  Diunimond.  Wo  have  nuich  jdeasure  in  copying  from  the  East- 
ern papers  an  admirable  Address  from  the  County  of  Drummond,  in  Lower 
Caimda,  to  the  Governor-General,  and  his  explicit  and  most  satisfactory  reply 
thereto.  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  certainly  deserves  the  credit  of  speaking  his  senti- 
ments in  the  pkiinest  and  least  eijiiivocal  manner.  'J"he  address  thanks  the  (gover- 
nor for  resisting  the  attempt  by  the  l.ate  Executive  Council,  to  degrade  the  repre- 
sentative of  Her  Majesty  into  a  ]«irty  tool — a  mere  cjfifiiil  stamp,  to  authorize  and 
authenticate  measures  and  i)roceedings  of  a  I'arty,  tending  directly,  in  our  ojiinion, 
to  the  terrible  result  of  sejaratiun  from  British  connection  and  rule." 

This  is  plain  speaking,  and  hits  "the  right  luil  on  the  head."  Sir  CiiARLES 
answers  equally  pkiinly  : — 

"  lla-ing  abuHiiant  re,:scns  to  know  thai  yon  >>ia7'e  accuiatdy  descritt(d  the  tiosigns 
of  the  late  Ej^ciiitiTt  Counal,  and  the  natural  tendency  of  such  designs  if  (hey  had 
been  successfuL,  it  was  my  bounden  duty  to  resist  them  ;  and  I  have  great  satisfac- 
tion m  j)erceiving  that  I  have  the  sui)])ort  of  a  large  portion,  and  I  trust  a  decided 
majority  of  the  Province  in  the  course  which  I  have  pursued." 

The  same  support  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  universal,  if  extraordinary  and 
almost  incredible  jiains  had  not  been  taken  to  misrepresent  my  motives  and  pro- 
ceedings," 

It  is  impossible  to  Misunderstand  f lis  Excellency  in  these  emphati<al  lines.  He 
declares  that  his  close  official  connection  icitk  the  late  Councillors  for  a  long  period 
enables  him  to  be  decidedly  of  opinion  that  their  designs  icvre  tending  directly  to  sepa- 
ration from  British  connection.  Most  firmly  do  we  believe  His  Excellency,  and 
that  the  people  of  the  country  will  sustain  him  in  the  view  he  has  taken,  and 
bre.ok  down  the  bribery-purchased  strength  of  a  party  whose  end  and  aim  was,  and 
ever  will  be,  to  drive  the  British  Lion  from  the  continent  of  North  America. — 
Montreal  Gazette, 
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[THANSl./VntiN.] 

MoNiRKAl.  2cl  Sept.,  1844. 

Sir, — The  Montreal  Gaiefte  of  Saturday  la>.l  has  published,  as  liavinjj  Ixicn  pre- 
sented to  His  Excellency  the  Governor-tieneral.  an  adiiress  from  certain  individ- 
uals in  the  County  of  Drummoiul,  in  Ij)\vjr  Canada,  in  which  the  s\]L.Micrs,  in  allud- 
ing in  a  {general  manner  to  "  nieivsurcs  and  piucoedinj^s  "  of  the  late  Ivxjcutive 
Council,  designate  them  as  "  measures  and  proceedings  of  a  pariy  tending  directly, 
in  our  opinitMi,  to  tlx;  terrible  results  of  separation  from  Uriiish  connection  and 
rule."  The  same  journal  publislvs,  as  the  answer  of  the  tlovernor-tien.'ral  to 
that  address,  a  certain  document,  in  which  Ilis  Excelbncy  says,  "  Having  abun- 
dant reason  to  know  tlut  you  have  accurately  described  the  designs  of  the  late 
Executive  Council,  and  the  natural  teniL-ncy  of  such  designs  if  they  had  been  suc- 
cessful, it  was  my  boumlen  tUily  lo  resi>t  them." 

We,  having  Iwd  the  honour  of  l)eing  nienilx;rs  of  the  Kxeculivc  Council  to  which 
allusion  is  made  in  the  two  documents  cited  alx)ve,  cannot  Imt  Tv'.  strongly  the 
Weight  of  the  accusation  that  His  Kxc^lkiicy  has  been  thus  advised  by  his  Coinicil- 
lors  to  advance  against  our  colleagues  and  ourselves.  I'laced  under  the  weight  of 
an  accusation  of  this  nature,  and  which,  emanating  fiom  so  high  a  source,  will 
doubtless  be  followed  by  ulterior  proceedings,  it  would  not  Ix'Coine  us  any  longer 
to  retain  the  commissions  that  we  hold  at  ilie  bar  as  (Queen's  Counsel.  We  there- 
fore tender  our  resignation  of  them,  which  we  re>pectfully  beg  tiial  His  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  accept. 

If  this  accu>ation  were  prejudicial  to  ourselve^  alone  we  should  stop  here,  wait- 
ing patiently  the  opportunity  of  being  confronted  wiiii  our  accusers,  either  before 
the  ordinary  tribunals  or  Ivfore  Parliament.  IJut,  as  it  indicates  the  renewal  of  a 
system  which  has  already  produced  fatal  consequences  to  the  country,  as,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  system,  the  mind  of  the  British  Government  and  people  has  been  in 
former  times  poisoneil  against  our  fellow-countrymen,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  nothing  can  justify  the  accusation  that  His  Excellency  has  just  lx;en  ailvised  by 
his  Councillors  to  bring  against  our  colleagues  and  t)ur>v.lves.  No  one  has  been  in 
a  better  position  than  you,  Sir,  to  judge  of  the  falsehood  and  the  calumny  of  this 
accusation,  since  yt)U  were  yourself  one  of  our  colleagues  in  the  late  Executive 
Council  during  the  whole  perioil  that  we  were  members  of  ii,  and  you  both  approved 
of  and  supported  in  I'arliamcnt  all  the  public  measures  of  that  very  Council. 

We  protest  injustice  to  our  fellow-countrymen  and  ourselves  against  the  renewal 
of  a  system  owing  to  which  the  Erench  Canadians  have  sul'lered  so  much  in  times 
past,  in  conseHpience  of  the  unjust  prejudices  which  had  been  createil  against  them 
in  the  minds  of  the  ibittsh  Government  and  people,  anil  owing  to  which,  up  to 
the  period  of  the  hap])y  arrival  of  Sir  Charles  liagol,  a  minoriiy  had  been  per- 
mitted to  oppress  them.  We  protest  against  the  renewal  of  a  system,  of  the  in- 
justice and  oppression  of  which  we  can  cite  no  belter  proof  than  the  imprisonment, 
in  1838  and  1839,  of  the  Hon.  Denis  benjamin  Viger,  one  of  the  preseni  Council- 
lors of  His  Excellency,  a  circum^amce  which  has  contributed  no  little  to  augment 
the  surprise  that  we  experience  at  sucli  an  accusation  being  brought  against  us  at  a 
time  when  he  discharges  the  functions  of  lirst  E.\ecutive  Councillor  to  Ilis  Excellency. 
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We  protest  against  the  renewal  of  a  system  which  tends  to  throw  doubt  upon 
the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  the  Ibitish  (lov- 
ernment,  and  we  declare  boldly  and  sincerely  that  the  conlidence  in  the  justice  of 
«1k  l'riti>li  Oovoinnii'iit  wilh  whioli  Sir  ('limit's  ll.ii'o!,  whose  ineninry  'hey  will 
always  honour,  has  inspired  iIk'hi,  is  such,  that  we  are  convince<l  that  they  will  see 
many  C;v>venu)rs  ilepait  {/'.is.-rr)  before  it  is  dc'slroyed.  If  it  ever  should  be 
destroyed  the  fault  will  resi  not  willi  ihcm  but  with  their  rulers. 

As  British  subjects  we  claim  I  lie  exercise  of  orr  inherent  rij^ht  to  act  in  con- 
formity with  our  convictions  and  our  conscience,  anil  when  thus  aclinij  we  are  com- 
pelled to  dill'er  in  opinion  with  ilvj  Reineseniative  of  the  Crown  in  this  country  we 
strenuously  protest,  both  in  oi-r  own  name  and  in  that  of  those  who  have  placed 
conlidence  in  us,  aj^ainsi  every  impulalion  on  the  j'art  of  the  advi.'.ers  of  His  lix- 
cellercy  of  the  nature  of  that  which  the  accusation  that  we  now  repel  carries  >vith 
it.  We  forbear  entjuiriiiL;  at  pre^■<.■nt  vhellier  there  is  nuieh  eiiher  of  morality  or 
justice  in  the  Executive  Councillois  (les  Conseillers  du  jKMivoir)  ihrusiinj^the  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Royal  authority  ]>ersonally  into  a  course  of  injurious  imputations 
.nj^ainst  men  whose  position  ami  whose  si-hm.-  nf  duly  deprive  them  of  the  power  of 
defending  themselves  with  etjuul  w  capons.  Assurinij  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  of  our  njost  jirofound  lespect. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  humble  servants, 

1,.  H,   I.AI  oNTAINE. 

A.  N.  MORIX. 
Hon.  D.  D.vi.y. 


SKCRETARY's   Ot'ltCK, 

MuNi'Ri: M,,  Sept.  3,  1844. 

Genti.i:mi".N, — I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  and  lay  before  the  CJovernor- 
General  your  joint  letter  of  yesterday's  tlale. 

His  Excellency  observes  with  equal  surprise  and  regret  that  it  proceeds  on  an 
entirely  incorrect  constructitm  of  the  passage  in  the  rtceiu  adchcss  from  the  C"ounty 
of  HiumuKMid,  and  consi-queiUly  of  (he  Corre^i><)iidin;;  jxissaLje  in  his  repiv  if) 
which  )ini  take  exception.  He  isunwillinj^  10  I'link  it  possilde  iliat  on  a  re-\)erusal 
of  the  entire  passage  in  the  address,  of  which  the  words  quoted  in  your  letter  forni 
only  a  jiart,  you  can  fiil  lo  perceive  tlut  his  allusion  to  the  dcsi|L;ns  of  the  late 
Executive  Council  had  reference  to  a  clause  of  the  address  not  ailveited  to  by  you, 
ascribing  to  them  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  Representative  of  Her  Majesty  to  a 
position  of  unbecoming  subserviency  to  pariy  ;  and  ihat  it  was  to  this  alone,  ami 
not  generally  to  their  measures  and  proceeiling.-,  tlut  His  l'2xcellency  agreed  with 
the  signers  of  the  address  in  attril.niting  a  natural  t<'iidency  towaids  a  result  which 
he  is  f\r  from  presuming  the  ]iailies  lo  llie  attempt  have  coiUentplated — the  result 
of  separation  froni  llriiish  connection  and  rule. 

Under  these  circumstances,  His  Excellency  commands  me,  without  remark  upon 
the  groundlessness  of  the  charges  against  himself  and  the  Executive  Councillors, 
which  are  preferred  in  the  latter  portion  of  your  letter,  and  which  he  must  regard 
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as  resulting  from  misapprehension  on  your  part,  to  inform  you  that  he  suspends 
decision  on  the  tender  of  resignation,  which  you  therein  make  of  your  rank  as 
Queen's  Counsel  for  Lower  Canada,  and  will  regret  to  find  himself  under  a  neces- 
sity to  act  upon  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  DALY. 


[TRANSLATION.] 

Montreal,  4th  September,  1844. 

Sir  : — We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date  written  by  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  in 
answer  to  that  which  we  addressed  to  you  on  the  2nd  instant.  In  again  assuring 
His  Excellency  of  our  most  profound  respect,  and  humbly  thanking  him  for  the 
contents  of  that  answer,  we  regret  to  have  to  say  that  after  giving  our  best  attention 
to  the  subject,  we  remain  convinced  that  we  are  still  under  the  weight  of  the  accu- 
sation which  compelled  us  to  write  our  first  letter,  in  which  we  have  neither  in  fact 
nor  intention  brought  any  charge  against  His  Excellency. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  humble  sei-vants, 

L.  H.  LAFONTAINE, 
A.  N.  MORIN. 
Hon.  D.  Daly. 


Before  dismissing  the  subject  of  the  antagonism  between  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe  and  his  Ministers,  I  feel  that  I  cannot  with  pro- 
priety abstain  from  noticing  the  treatment  of  the  subject  by  the  late 
Dr.  Ryerson.  It  is  well  known  that  during  the  year  1844  a  series  of 
letters  in  defence  of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  were  published  in  Toronto 
by  Dr.  Ryerson  which  were  criticised  at  the  time  by  the  Hon.  R.  B. 
Sullivan  over  the  novi  de phivie  of  "  Legion."  I  find  in  the  "  Story 
of  my  Life "  a  notice  of  this  controversy  introduced  thus :  "  To 
"  understand  the  character  of  this  famous  and  much  misrepresented 
"  controversy,  and  how  I  became  involved  in  it,  some  preliminary 
"  and  explanatory  remarks  are  necessary."  It  is  first  stated,  that 
one  chief  subject  of  complaint  had  been,  that  "  for  many  years,  nay 
"  from  the  beginning,"  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  had  been  partially 
exercised,  all  appointments  having  been  made  from  men  of  one 
party  only  in  "  whose  behalf  every  kind  of  executive  favor  was 
"  bestowed  for  years."  Such  having  been  the  practice,  according  to 
Dr.  Ryerson  himself,;he  proceeds, "  But,  singular  to  say,  on  the  occur- 
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"  rence  of  the  first  vacancy  the  Reform  Government  urged  upon  Sir 
*'  Charles  Metcalfe  the  appointment  of  one  of  their  own  ]>arty, 
"  irrespective  of  the  superior  claims,  as  the  Governor  conceived,  of  a 
"  deserving  widow  and  her  orphan  son."  Dr.  Ryerson  then  pro- 
ceeds to  state  the  claims  of  Mr.  Powell,  "then  about  20  or  21 
years  of  age,"  and  represents  this  isolated  case  as  the  sole  l  luse  of 
the  resignation.  It  appears,  however,  that  very  shortly  after  the 
resignation.  Dr.  Ryerson  had  been  in  confidential  communication 
with  Mr.  S.  B.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Merritt,  two  members  who  had 
voted  in  sup])ort  of  the  Ex-Ministers,  but  who  were,  nevertheless,  lioth 
ready  and  anxious  to  take  their  places,  if  they  could  have  obtained 
any  encouragement.  It  is  unfortunate  that  Dr.  Ryerson's  statement 
should  be  wholly  without  foundation.  The  particular  case  which  he 
has  cited,  instead  of  being  "  the  first  vacancy  "  was  the  very  last, 
and  there  is  evidence  in  the  book,  from  Avhich  I  have  quoted  to 
prove  Dr.  Ryerson's  error.  In  the  "Story  of  my  Life,"  a  letter  is 
published  addressed  by  Mr.  Baldwin  to  Dr.  Ryerson  on  12th  Aug., 
1843,  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Bidwell's  elevation  to  the  bench,  which 
Dr.  Ryerson  was  pressing  at  a  time,  when  Mr.  Bidwell  was  living 
in  New  York,  and  practising  at  the  bar  of  that  State.  Mr.  Baldwin 
sent  Dr.  Ryerson  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bidwell  to  himself,  in 
rej)ly  to  one  in  which  he  had  forwarded  a  revocation  of  the  pledge 
which  he  had  given  several  years  previously  to  Sir  P'rancis  Head, 
that  he  would  leave  Canada  not  to  return.  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe 
had  cancelled  this  pledge  at  Mr.  Baldwin's  request,  and  in  his  reply, 
Mr.  Bidwell  remarked  : — "  All  that  I  have  learned  of  Sir  Charles 
"  Metcalfe's  character  and  measures  has  filled  me  with  the  highest 
"  respect,  and  with  a  confidence  that  Canada  will  be  governed  by 
"  him  with  wisdom,  justice,  and  liberality.  Loving  that  country 
"  this  confidence  has  been  a  source  of  great  joy  to  me."  In  Mr. 
Baldwin's  reply  he  remarked  :  "  Your  opinions  of  the  Governor- 
"  General  and  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  entirely  agree  with  my  own.  But 
"  I  regret  to  say  that  some  of  our  friends,  and  of  our  firm  friends 
"  too,  seem  to  me  to  forget  what  has  been  accomplished  because 
"  everything  is  not  done  at  once,  or  because  some  things  are  done 
"  not  exactly  as  they  would  have  them.  This  impatience  is  much 
"  to  be  regretted.  If  I  were  one  whom  it  was  necessary  to  keej)  up 
"  to  the  mark,  as  it  may  be  called,  it  might  be  excusable,  but  they 
"  do  not  even  profess  to  think  that  to  be  the  case  as  respects  the 
"  points  in  question.     Their  display  of  dissatisfaction,  therefore,  has 
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"  only  the  effect  of  lessening  the    weiglit   of  the  party   in  Upper 
"  Canada   in  the  eyes  of   boih  the  head  of  the  Government  here 
"  nnd  the    Impurinl    ."iihorila's    at    liuiue.     I  did    not     incnn    to 
"  mnke  this  a  letter  of  com])laint,  but  the  fact  is  I  ain    just  now 
"  sm;nting  under  an  ebiil'iti(;n  of  violence  on  the  i)art  of  our  friends 
"  in  Toronto  on  the  subjoct  of  Mr.  Stanton's  ai)pointment  to  the 
"  CoUcctorship  there,  which  almost  involuntarily  led  me  into  these 
"  remarks."     Mr.  Stanton's  appointment  (referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
letter)  was  made  several  months  before  the  one  designated  by  Dr. 
Ryerson  as  "  the  first,"  but  he  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  other 
cases  of  fiir  more  importance  than  that  of  Mr.  Powell,  nor  of  the 
specific  ground  of  complaint  tliat  appointments  were  made  without 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  Ministers.     I  should  hardly  have  noticed 
Dr.  Ryerson's  defence  of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  had  he  not,  after  a 
long  experience  of  the  working  of  Responsible  Government,  repeated 
his  old  assertion  that  the  system  had  Ix;cn  honestly  jjractised  in  1843. 
He,  however,  met  a  formidable  antagonist  in  Mr.  Sullivan,  who  was 
in  an  exceptional  position,  having    been  a    member  of  Sir    F.    B. 
Head's  Council  in  1836,  and  having,  therefore,  taken  an  active  part 
i"   oi);,o';ing  Res];;iaMb!e  (ifvennnen'.     He  was  the  re])resentat'vc 
of  the  opinions  of  a  very  large  class  of  Canadians  who  had  l)elieved 
the  system  advocated  by  the  Reformers,   to  be  incompatible   with 
British   connection,  and  opposed  to  the  established  policy  of  the 
Im])erial  Government.     In  his  letters    Mr.  Sullivan,  when  referring 
to  the  demand  of  the   Reformers  took  the    ground  that  "  the  local 
"  authorities    and    the  Imperial  authorities   openly,    honestly,   and 
"  sternly  refused  it.     There  was  no  quibbling,  no  pretence  that  the 
"  colony  had  Responsible  Government."     He  then  i>ointed  out  that, 
notwithstanding  the  disturbances  which  followed.  Lord  Durham  had  __^ 
recommended    Responsible    Government,  after    which  the    resolu- 
tions of  1 84 1   were  introduced  by  a  servant  of  the  Government,  and 
with  the  sanction  of  Lord  Sydenham,  so  that  the  system  denied  in 
T834,   and  subsequently,   was  conceded  as  the  constitution   of  the 
country  in  1841.      There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  although  the  Reform- 
ers had  the  best  of  the  argument  during  the  protracted  controversy 
which  took  iilace,  the  influence  of  Dr.  Ki^erton   Ryerson  lhi-ou<';hout 

I  ^  L^  t,'  O 

Ontario  uas  powerful  enough  to  turn  the  scale  at  the  elections  which 
were  soon  to  follow. 

While  Dr.  Egerton  R.yerson  was  defending  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  in 
Canada,  a  gentleman  who  obtained  some  notoriety  over  fifty  years 
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ago,  Mr.  Edward  Gibbon  Wakefield,  was  engaged  in  the  snmc  work 
in  ICngland.  Mr.  Wakefield  had  come  to  Canada  as  an  attache  of 
I  ord  Diirliini,  and  had  negolialed.  the  sale  of  the  seigniory  of 
lieauharnois  by  liie  Hon.  iOdward  ]''.llice  to  a  c()ni(jany,  which  suu- 
seriuently  threw  up  its  bargain.  Mr.  Wakefield  was  elected  nieinber 
for  Beaiiharnois  on  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Dunscomb,  and  had 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  controversy  between  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe  and  his  Ministers,  lie  had  a  land  scheme,  which  he  was 
very  anxious  to  have  sanctioned  by  the  ('anadian  Legislature,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fac;t  that,  frum  a  warm  professing  friend  of 
the  Ministers,  he  became  their  bitter  enemy  when  he  found  that  they 
refused  to  sujjport  his  project.  He  wrote  a  good  deal  in  English 
newspapers  in  defence  of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  taking  a  wholly 
different  line  from  that  of  Dr.  Ryerson.  I  wrote  a  series  of  letters 
l>„  the  I,undoii  Mini'nr:;  Cliroiiicle  in  reply  to  M;-.  Wakefield,  whicli 
seem  to  me  worthy  of  reproduction  as  bearing  on  the  controversy. 


LETTER  NO.   i. 

Montreal,  July  29,  1S44. 
'I o  t/ir  lidi'or  of  the  Mcrniiig  Chronicle. 

In  the  absence   of  other  toiiics  of  interest  I  crave  permission    to   oiler  some 
remarks  on  the  pamphlet  recently  pubhshed  in  Kngiaml  by  Mr.  Eihvard  Gibbon 
Wakefield,  arid  the   defence  of  it,  in  reidy  to  your  criticism,  by  the  Editor  of  the 
Colonial  G(i:i'tti;     The  publication  in  question  is  of  itself  sufficient  evidence  that 
the  author  finds  himself  compelled  to  appeal  from  Canadian  public  opinion  to  that 
of  Ent^land,  and  yet  it  commences  with  an  admission  that  such  is  the  "  indilTereiice 
with  whicli  Colonial  affairs  are  usually  regarded  "  that  the  author  has  been  "  dis- 
couraged fKmi  publishing  those  remarks."     It  is  declared  "that  the  (juantity  of 
sympathy  with  Messrs.  Jialdwin  and  La  Fontaine  existing  in  the  United  Kingdom 
is  very  iiumite."     Of  what  use,  tlien,  is  Mr.  WakelieM's   pamphlet?     The  author 
in  another  place  lets  us  into  the  secret.      "  An  extraordinary  and  very  admirable 
man  is  greatly  wronged  by  misconceptions  of  ;iis  conduct  and  policy."     So  wide- 
spread have  been  "the  misrepresentations  on  which  these  errors  of  ojiininn  .'■re 
foundetl  "  that,  unless  corrected  without  delay,  "the  jieace  of  Canada  will  ere  lung 
be   seriously   disturbed."     To  correct   the   misconceptions  or  errors    prevailing  in 
England   is  then  the  avowed  object  of  Mr.    Waketield.     It    is,  however,  with   a 
view  to  an  ulterior  object,  to  obtain  the   intervention  of  tlie  Imperial  Government 
and  r.ulianieiit  U)  trample  on  the  liberties  of  the  Canadian    people  by  suspending 
>„unstilution;'l  '  lovernnient. 

This  the  Colonial  Cazclu;  on  l)elialf  of  Mr.  Wakefield,  declares  to  be  "  a  gross 
and  malicious  misrepresentation  "  on  your  part.  All  tiial  is  wanted,  he  says,  is  for 
the  Home  Government  to  back  Sir  Chailes  Metcalfe  against  the  Canailian  Assem- 
bly as  George  the  3rd  backed  William  Tilt   "against  the  majority  of  a  factious 
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House  of  Commons."  I  shall  be  able  to  prove  very  easily  that  there  is  no  analogy 
whatever  between  the  two  cases.  Constitutional  CiDvernment  'las  liecn  suspended 
in  (lUKiila  fiif  the  last  cis;ht  months,  as  you  justly  observed,  and  Mr.  n'aketield  is 
the  defender  uf  those  who  are  responsible  for  its  suspension.  Mr.  Pitt  was  at  the 
head  uf  a  regularly  organized  ministry,  responsible  to  Parliament  for  his  ajts,  and 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  was  constitutionally  exercised  in  his  i  >vour.  In  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe's  case  the  Crown  is  acting  without  any  Ministry,  in  di.ect  viola- 
tion of  Constitutional  principles. 

The  Ci'li'iiiiil  Ciawtte  objects  to  your  declaration  that  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe 
"ought  to  have  been  long  since  told  that  he  must  govern  Canada  by  Canadian 
metms  alone,"  and  he  accuses  you  of  ignorance  in  attributing  to  Sir  Charles  Met- 
calfe the  functions  of  a  king,  whereas  the  (7(7«^//^  declares  that  he  is  in  the  position 
not  of  the  Rejiresentative  of  the  Crown  but  of  a  Responsible  Minister.  The  best 
answer  that  can  be  given  to  the  Gazette  will  be  an  extract  or  two  from  Mr,  Wake- 
field's own  pain])hlet  on  Responsible  Government,  originally  published  in  the  form 
of  letters  in  his  own  journal. 

"The  liovernor  would  in  fact  stand  in  the  position  of  the  Crown  at  home,  and  it 

"  is  difl'icult  to  make  out  why  the  prerogative  which  suffices  to  maintain  the  balance 

"of  power  at   home  should  not  be  equally  comi)etent  to  uphold  it  in  a  colony." 

Again   Mr.    Waketield  quotes  from  Lord  Durham's  report  almost  in  your  own 

words  : 

"The  fJovernor,  as  Representative  of  the  Crown,  should  be  instructed  that  he 
"must  carry  on  his  government  by  Heads  of  Departments  in  whom  the  United 
"  Legislature  shall  repose  confidence,  and  that  he  must  look  for  no  support  from 
"  home  in  any  contest  with  the  Legislature  except  on  points  involving  strictly 
"  Im])erial  interests." 

"  In  this  last  sentence,"  says  Mr.  Wakefield,  "  is  contained  the  whole  principle 
"  of  a  free  Colonial  Lxecutive.  The  Mother  Country  should  never  interfere  in  the  ad- 
"niini^tiation  of  affairs  in  the  colony,  either  in  the  legislation  on  which  the  Assembly 
"  is  bent  or  in  its  preference  of  one  Colonial  party  to  the  other,  but  should  let  the 
"(iovernor  and  Assembly  get  on  as  they  best  may,  passing  such  laws  and  adminis- 
"  tering  affairs  by  such  parties  as  they  may  agree  on  between  themselves." 
In  describing  the  demands  of  the  Colonists,  Mr.  Wakefield  says  : 
"  They  want  to  have  in  their  own  hands  the  control  over  their  own  Executive  ; 
"  and  what  they  ask  is  certainly  nothing  more  than  what  experience  has  taught  us  to 
"be  a  necessary  incident  of  representative  institutions  everywhere."  In  condemning 
the  course  formerly  adopted  by  the  Tory  Governments,  Mr.  Wakefield  has  exactly 
hit  olV  his  own  conduct  at  the  present  time. 

"  The  Lxecutive  returns  blow  for  blow  until  thoroughly  beaten,  and  then  calls 
"for  help  from  the  Mother  Country."  I  shall  leave  your  readers  to  judge  of  the  con- 
sistency of  Mr.  Wakefield  and  his  friend,  the  writer  in  the  Colonial  Gazette,  and 
shall  proceed  to  notice  what  they  term  the  "  misconceptions  or  errors  "  that  prevail 
on  the  subject  of  Canadian  affairs.  It  must  certainly  appear  strange  to  the  British 
public  that  those  "  misconceptions "  are  shared  in  by  all  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  who  took  part  in  the  recent  debate,  including  Sir  Robert  Peel 
and  Lord  Stanley,  "  by  the  bulk  of  the  Colonists,  by  the  ex-Councillors  themselves," 
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by  those  writers  in  the  newspaper  press  in  England  (yourself,  Mr.  Editor,  amonjj  the 
number),  and,  strange  to  say,  by  Sir  Charles  Mi-tcalfe  himself,  for,  says  Mr.  Wake- 
field, ' '  Sir  Ch  ies  Metcalfe  is  not  quite  free  from  the  reproach  of  having  unwittingly 
"  I  ontributed  to  the  formation  ot  erroneous  opinions  about  himself  and  his  position." 
It  will  naturally  be  asked — How  is  it  that  Mr.  \Vaketield  is  so  much  lx;tter 
informed  tiian  anybody  else  with  regarc'  to  Canadian  affairs  ?  Can  he  have  any 
object  to  serve  by  misrepresenting  matters  ?  The  dispute,  everybody  else  says, 
arose  )out  Kesi>onsible  Government.  "  Ask  whom  you  will  and  the  answer  is — 
"  it  was  about  Responsible  Government."  Now  Mr.  Wakefield  stands  publicly 
committed  to  the  very  same  views  on  Responsible  Government  as  theex-Ministers, 
and  to  which  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  has  avowed  his  "antagonism."  He  had  quar- 
relled publicly  and  irrevocably  with  the  ex-Ministers  long  prior  to  their  resignation 
on  other  matters,  and  as  on  princi[>le  he  would  have  lx;en  bound  to  support  them 
in  their  resignation  on  that  question,  you  will  at  once  perceive  how  very  Impor- 
tant it  is  for  him  to  represent  the  dilTerence  between  the  Governor-General  and 
them  to  have  arisen  on  other  grounds  than  "  Responsible  Government."  To  induce 
the  English  public  to  adopt  the  view  that  he  was  in  a  manner  comiielled  to  take, 
Mr.  Wakefield  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Colonial  Gasettt;  dated  llthDec,  1843,  in 
which  he  made  several  broad  assertions  in  sujiport  of  his  position.  I  answered 
this  letter  through  your  columns,  which  were  most  lil)erally  granted  to  ine  for  the 
purpose,  and  Mr.  Wakefield  soon  afterwards  announced  his  intention  of  publishing 
a  rejoinder.  Months,  however,  elapsed,  ere  Mr.  Wakefield  found  it  convenient  to 
submit  to  the  public  what  the  Colonial  Gazette  calls  his  reply  to  the  "  letters  of  Mr. 
Hincks  pid)lished  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  and  the  Colonial  Gazette."  At  last 
the  pamphlet  now  under  consideration  made  its  appearance,  but  to  my  astonish- 
ment I  do  not  find  in  it  eren  an  attempt  to  reply  to  the  letters  referred  to.  You 
may  recollect  that  in  Mr.  Wakefield's  letter  of  the  iith  Dec.  he  made  certain 
broad  assertions  regarding  the  University  bill,  the  Assessment  Bill,  the  quarrel 
with  Mr.  Daly,  d-'c,  &^c. 

In  my  reply  I  proved,  by  reference  to  the  journals  of  the  Assembly  and  to  facts 
perfectly  notorious  in  Canada,  that  these  assertions  were  entirely  without  founda- 
tion. I  naturally  expected  that  Mr.  Wakefield  in  his  reply  would  have  defended 
his  original  statements,  and  that  he  would  have  replied  to  my  arguments.  He  has, 
however,  done  nothing  of  the  kind. 

He  has  repeated  some  of  his  previous  assertions  as  if  they  were  undisputed  facts, 
and  he  has  made  several  additional  ones  equally  deserving  of  credit.  You  have 
very  ably  pointed  out  in  your  notice  of  this  pamphlet  that  even  admitting  the  truth 
of  all  Mr.  Wakefield's  charges  against  the  ex-Ministers  they  would  form  no  justifi- 
cation of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe.  In  truth  Mr.  Wakefield  has  said  more  in  his  pam- 
phlet to  damage  His  Excellency's  character  as  a  constiluti'tia!  Go:'enior  than  any 
of  his  opponents.  Strange  to  say,  His  Excellency's  supporters  here  cry  out  that 
the  character  described  is  true  to  the  life.  Those  who  have  any  respect  for  con- 
stitutional principles  will  hardly  admit  that  a  Governor  who  has  "  a  total  disregard 
of  personal  consequences  and  of  the  opinion  of  others,"  who  has  been  so  long 
"exercising  a  paternal  despotism"  as  to  find  it  "difficult  to  comprehend  the 
nature  and  consequences  of  the  representative  system,"  is  the  best  fitted  to  administer 
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such  a  system  of  government  as  tliat  which  now  prevails  in  Canada.  It  is  not, 
however,  my  nresent  intention  to  citieise  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe.  I  leave  His 
Excellency  to  Mr.  Wakefield. 

Mv  (i1)jeel  is  |i,  jiidve  that  tlie  pampliiet  iiiidi'r  Cnn~i  liiatl./i  is  calciil;i(ed  ■. 
give  an  eiilirely  false  impression  in  Knidand  re^ardin^  Canadian  afiairs.  The  dis- 
j)Ute  (iritjinated  alxiiit  Responsible  (iovernment,  and  is  si  ill  kept  up  on  this  same 
point.  I'or  eight  months  there  has  been  no  |)rovincial  ministry,  as  contemplated  by 
the  resolutions  of  September,  1841,  although  both  Sir  Robert  I'eel  and  Lord 
Stanley  have  .admitted  that  there  ought  to  be.  This  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be  <lis- 
puted,  and  it  is  the  sole  coniplaii't  made  by  the  Reformers  of  Canada.  Let  this  be 
borne  constantly  in  mind.  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  denies  us  wliat  Her  M.ajesty's 
Ministers  have  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons  we  ought  to  have. 

I  am,  etc., 

A  Supporter  oi*  niic  L.vnc  Canadian  Administration. 


LETTER  NO.  II. 

'lo  the  Eiiitor  oj  the  Morning  Chronuie. 

Sir, — In  my  last  letter  I  proved  that,  notwithstanding  the  assertions  of  Mr. 
Wakefield,  the  dispute  in  Canada  has  l)cen,  and  coiitiiuies  to  be,  about  "  Resj)onsi- 
ble  (jovernment,"  as  all  parlies,  save  and  except  Mr.  Wakefield  himself,  have  all 
along  admitted.  I  proceed  now  to  notice  Mr.  Wakefield's  allegations  regarding 
t'l.j  e.iusc  of  the  difl'erenee.  In  his  leUer  of  llth  Dec.,  1S43,  he  staled  that  thj 
ex  Ministers  v/ere  daily  losing  ground  in  the  lIou>e  of  Assembly,  and  that  thi_/ 
"  averted  the  mortification  of  sinking  for  want  of  po|)ular  support  by  fixing  upon 
the  (iovernor-General  a  quarrel " — again  he  says  "  they  went  out  of  their  way  to 
pick  a  (juarrel  with  the  Governor-Ceneral." 

In  his  late  pamphlet  a  new  reason  is  ascribed  for  the  quarrel.  It  could  no 
longer  be  pretended  that  the  ex-Miiiisters  were  "  sinking  for  the  want  of  popular 
support,"  because  I  proved  by  an  extract  from  Mr.  Viger's  pamphlet  that  that 
gentleman  admitted  that  they  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  entile  confiilence  of 
their  parly,  consisting  of  a  large  majority  of  the  llousi.-.  Mr.  Wakefield  had  to 
find  another  reason,  and  accordingly  he  asserts  that  the  cause  of  their  resignation 
was  "a  pretext  made  for  the  occasion  when  they  found  he  was  determined  to  get 
rid  of  them  at  all  events."  I  shall  leave  your  readers  lo  judge  whether  any  reli- 
ance can  be  placed  on  the  statcmenis  of  an  individual  who  thus  shifts  his  ground 
with  regard  to  matters  of  fact.  Having  thus  shilted  his  grountl  Mr.  Wakefield  is 
driven  to  prove  his  assertion.  In  his  former  letter  he  had  laboured  to  convince 
his  readers  that  the  Assembly  was  justly  inccnst'd  at  the  ex-Miiiisters,  and  \\ab 
about  to  manifest  its  want  of  confidence  when  I  hey  saved  themselves  by  a  resigna- 
tion on  Responsible  Government.  He  has  in  his  last  letter  laboured  with  equal 
zeal  to  i)rove  that  the  (!overnor-(ieneral  was  justly  incensed  with  his  Ministers, 
and  that,  finding  that  they  were  to  be  got  rid  of  at  all  events,  they  sought  a  pretext 
for  resignation.  Mr.  Wakefield  cannot  at  all  events  claim  much  credit  for  con- 
sistency. 

Let  me  now  direct  your  attention  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  Canada  at  the  com 
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mcnrcmenl  of  la.-st  session,  as  dcsciil>c(l  by  Mr.  Wakelielil  himself  in  his  letter  to 
Ml.  Mangles,  daU'd  I  itli  Octohef,  1843. 

"  111  what  may  In;  crvlled  my  time,  Canada  has  never  Iven  so  tran(|uil  a'  now. 
Sir  C  liarles  lia-^ol's  puliey  has  proved  completely  successful.  'l"he  (.ioNevir.neut 
which  he  formed  enjoys  the  contidence  of  a  large  majority  of  the  peo[)le  and  the 
Assembly.  In  the  House  of  Assembly  the  Opposition  consists  of  20  votes  at  the 
most,  out  of  eighty-four  ;  and  the  leaders  are  reduced  to  mere  fault-lindin!;  ;  having 
no  i>lan,  no  policy,  either  for  the  country  or  their  party.  Hitherto  they  have  done 
little  more  than  harp  on  the  worn-out  strinj;s  of  di^arfeetion  and  loyally.  The 
GovernniJiU,  ouliie  other  hand,  have  luen  diliyenlly  occupi'jd  during;  ihe  recess  in 
inepaiinj;  measures  to  be  submitted  to  the  Assend)ly, — measures  urgently  reiiuired 
and  framed,  so  far  as  1  can  judge  at  present,  with  a  view  to  permanent  and  lasting 
utility. 

'i'iiis  is  the  first  (lovernment  that  I  have  known  in  Canada  which  might  be  called 
constiuetive.  Lord  Syi'ijuhani  was  a  great  destroyer  but  a  miserable  luiilder. 
The  attitude  of  the  jjre.sent  (jovcrnment  towards  the  country  is  also  most  respect- 
able. I  ran  ohs-Tw  no  J!:s,  ttotri^-ks,  but  iiuuiy  iiKiira.'ions  of  honesty  of  purpose, 
to  wiiieh  they  add  a  decorum  and  even  dignity  of  manner  unexampled  in  the  class 
t)f  men  who  have  hitiierto  ruled  in  both  divisions  of  the  province.  1  am  now 
speal.iiig  in  particular  of  Messrs.  15aldwin  and  La  Fontaine,  the  leaders  of  the  Gov- 
ernnu  nt  party  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  The  only  (juestion,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
at  all  likely  to  embarrass  the  Government  is  that  of  the  s-at  of  (Jtnvrnmt'nl,  *  »  » 
liut  now  as  to  other  things,  there  are,  1  fancy,  some  black  clouds  ahead.  The 
Chief  Executive  Councillors  are  very  silent,  and  I  can  learn  little  or  nothing  from 
them  ;  but  my  experience  in  these  matters  enables  me  to  observe  indications  of  a 
tendency  (I  speak  only  of  a  tendency)  in  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  views  which  may 
prove  most  injurious  to  this  country  and  fatal  to  his  own  great  reputation." 

This  tendency  was  from  His  Excellency's  "long  habit  of  exercising  a  paternal 
despolibm,"  which  made  it  "  difficult  for  him  to  comprehend  the  nature  and  con- 
sequences of  the  representative  system."  Now  I  wish  it  to  be  observed  that  this 
impression  of  Mr.  Wakefield's  was  not  derived  from  the  ex-Ministcrs,  who  were 
"very  silent,"  but  were  the  result  of  "  my  experience  in  these  matters."  1  would 
also  call  your  attention  to  Mr.  Wakefield's  eulogy  on  the  Ministers,  and  on  l/ieir 
measures,  (/lo.^e  7'erj'  measures  v'hieli,  vy  his  own  aeeoinit^  so  materially  damai^ed 
them.  Mr.  Wakefield  is  very  fond  of  repeating  "  tales  "  which  he  has  probably 
heard  second  or  third  hand  about  the  ex-Ministers.  Nothing  can  be  more  unfair. 
If  he  has  any  specific  fact  against  an  individual  memlx;r  of  the  Council,  it  ought 
to  be  stated  and  substantiated.  He  repeats  what  he  calls  Kingston  "town  talk," 
"which  only  repealed  the  conversations  of  some  members  of  the  Council,"  and 
lie  gives  plenty  of  such  kind  of  evidence  against  them,  while  he  admits  that  there 
was  "a  marked  unwillingness"  on  the  part  of  the  leading  memlK-rsof the  Council 
to  si)eak  of  the  Governor  to  him.  Elsewhere  he  brings  it  as  a  direct  charge 
against  the  ex-Ministers  as  a  body  that  "they  had  offended  their  adherents  in 
Parliament  by  a  degree  of  reserve  with  respect  to  contemplated  measures."  All 
I  shall  say  in  answer  to  this  charge  of  "  reserve  "  is  that,  as  far  as  Mr.  Wakefield 
is  concerned,  there  can  be  no  doubt  now  that  too  much  reserve  could  not  have  been 
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evinced  towards  him  ;  and,  as  to  the  supporters  of  the  ex-Ministers,  I  am  inclined 
to  tliink  that  _they  have  lung  since 'ecn  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  "reserve" 
evinced  towards  them  arose  in  a  gi^at  degree  from  the  (Jovernor-General's  "re- 
serve" towards  his  Ministry. 

It  is  evident  frum  Mr,  Wakefield's  letter  of  the  27th  October  that  his  feelings 
towards  tlie  ex-Miiiisters  liud  materially  changed.  You  are  to  bear  in  mind,  how- 
ever, that  Mr.  Wakefield  had  measures  of  his  own  t<j  bring  furward,  and  that  he 
had  ascertained,  before  writing  his  second  letter,  that  he  was  not  likely  to  receive 
any  assistance  from  the  Ministers.  He  had  been  compelled  to  open  negotiations 
with  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  opposition.  This  is  a  matter  of  fact.  I  leave  you 
and  your  readers  to  ilraw  their  own  inferences  frum  it.  Mr.  Wakefield  announces 
in  his  letter  that  he  would  have  no  objection  to  a  quarrel  "  could  I  be  sure  that 
the  Governor-General  would  pick  well  his  ground  of  quarrel,  a>ui  '.^'oiJu  only 
quarrel  with  the  men,  not  with  the  great  majority  it  horn  they  represent  for  the  time," 
Such  was  the  tone  of  Mr.  Wakefield  on  the  27th  October.  On  the  iiili  Nov. 
matters  had  become  worse,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  observe  that,  as  the  "  antagniiism  " 
between  Mr.  Wakefield  and  the  ex-Ministers  became  more  fully  developed,  so 
also  was  that  between  the  latter  and  the  Governor-General.  On  theiitliNov., 
a  fortnight  before  the  Ex-Ministers  had  received  any  intimation  from  the  Governor- 
General  that  they  had  lost  his  confidence,  Mr.  Wakefield  was  enabled  to  w  rite  to 
his  London  correspondent  as  fullows  : — 

"It  has  turned  out  as  I  opined  in  my  last  of  the  27th  ultimo.  I  now  knozo 
that  Messrs.  La  Fontaine  and  Baldwin  have  got  thoroughly  into  the  (jovernor- 
General's  bad  graces.  So  they  have  into  mine,  by  reason  of  various  follies,  and 
above  all,  by  a  course  of  treachery  to  a  jcoUeague  who  greatly  helped  to  bring 
them  into  power.  Until  this  came  out,  I  spared  no  pains  to  induce  them  to  act 
prudently  with  respect  to  Sir  Charles  and  other  matters  ;  but  since  then  we  have 
had  no  intercourse.  An  accident  ^constituted  me  the  defender  of  the  colleague, 
(Daly)  in  the  Assembly,  and  they  can  never  forgive  it.  I  cannot  doubt  any  longer 
that  Sir  Charles  will  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  them  ere  long  ;  and  my  only  fear 
is  that  they,  who  must  be  expecting  this,  may  manage  either  to  put  the  rupture  on 
some  ground  in  which  the  majority  of  the  Assembly  will  sympathize  with  tliem,  or 
to  put  it  off  till  1  shall  be  gone.  If  the  Governor  chooses  his  ground  well,  and 
acts  promptly,  I  shall  be  able  to  serve  him.  Your  friend  behaves  with  entire  pro- 
priety towards  them,  haiinf  eren  abstained  from  giving  any  ansiver  to  an  offer 
which  I  made  htm  the  other  day  to  render  him  any  service  in  my  power  " 

You  will  observe  that  Mr.  Wakefield,  in  the  letter  from  which  the  foregoing 
extract  is  taken,  refers  to  his  kttowUage  that  the  ex-Ministers  had  got  into  the 
Governor's  "  bad  graces."  This  knowledgeYin  had  obtained  on  the  nth  November, 
and  he  was  so  well  informed  of  it  that  he  actually  tendered  his  assistance.  Will  it 
be  believed  that  not  one  word  of  complaint  of  his  Ministers'  conduct  had,  at  this 
time,  been  made  by  the  Governor,  although  it  is  evident,  from  Mr.  Wakefield's 
pamphlet,  that  intrigues  were  actually  in  progress  against  them,  and  that  one  of 
their  own  colleagues  was  a  party  to  those  intrigues  !  Mr.  Gibbon  Wakcl'ieUlgives 
three  distinct  cases  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  ex-Ministers,  which  he  cites 
as  the  cause  of  the  Governor's  hostility  to  them,    I  shall  examine  them  in  order. — 
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The  fiist  was  an  act  of   "treachery  "  to  Mr.  Daly,  their  colleague.     I  sliall  imne 
to  your  satisfaction  that  the   "treachery"  was  on  the  part  of  Mr.    l).al_\.      The 
Union  Act  provides,  as  you  are    well  aware,  a  civil  list  of  ;{^75iOC)o  per  annum,  in 
exchange  for  which   all  the  revenue,  previously  at  the  disposal  of  the  L'idwii  are 
given  up  to  the  Canatlian  Legislature.     There  is  a  certain  fund  derived  fioni  fees 
from  marriage  licenses,    regarding  which  a  doubt   had  arisen    whither  ii  was  an 
ecclesiastical  revenue   or  one   belonging  to  the   Crown.     Without  discu-->ing  the 
legal  question,  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  ought  to  have  been  uccnuiileil 
for  to  Parliament.     Nevertheless,  Lord  Sydenham   deterniine<l  to  keep  it  as  a  sort 
of  "secret  service"  fund,  and    by    letter,  ordered   that  the   Secretaries    should  Ix; 
paid  each  ;{i^250   per  annum  out  of  it,  in  addition  to  their  salaries.     Jiefore  the  ex- 
Ministers  came   into  office,  addresses   had  l)een  passed  by  the   House  of  Assembly 
for  a  return  of  the  payments  under  this  head,  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
determine  what  course  should  be  pursued.      i'he  Council  were  unanimous  (with  the 
exception   of  the  parties  interested)  in  thinking  that   the  whole  of  thi.->   revenue 
should  be  given  up  to  the  Assembly,  and  that  the  allowance  to  the  Secretaries 
should   cease.     They    reported   accordingly    to   the  Govern(jr-Lieneral,   and  llieir 
report  was  approved.      Such  was  the  state  of  the  case  when  the  matter  was  brought 
before  Parliament.     Mr.    Wakefield  asserts  that  a  supporter  of  the  (Jovernnient 
made  a  speech  suggesting  the  impeachment  of  Mr,    Daly   for  having  advised  this 
"unlawful  appropriation."     He  says  that  the  attack  was  not  exjiected,  and  that 
the  accused  was  not  present.     ./  regular  uvtiee  of  the  motion  hni  been  gi'cn,  and 
the  accused  purposely  absented  himself,  leaving  his  colleagues,  whom  he  li.id  thwarted 
as  much  as  possible  on  the  subject,  to  make  the  best  fight  they  could.     Mr.  Wake- 
field asserts  that,  insteatl  of  defending   their  absent  colleague,   the  ex-Ministers  ad- 
mitted "his  guilt,"  and  deprecated  inquiry.     They  certainly  declared,  as  ihey  had 
always  ilone,  their  conviction  that  the  money  ought  never  to  have  been  so  applied, 
and  pledged  themselves  that  in  future  it  should  be  strictly  accounteil  for.     They  at 
the  same  time  objected  even  to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee,  and  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  impeachment.     When,  however,  the  appointment  of  a  Couimiuee  was 
urged  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  Mr.  Daly,  not  with  a  view  of  impeaching  him,  they 
assented.     The  Committee  reported,  and  the  amount  of  their  decision  was  that 
kgally  the  revenue  was  not  a  Crown  revenue — and  was  therefore  strictly  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Governor  ; — so  that  the  appropriations  from  it  were  legal.      1  hey, 
at  the  same  time,  expressed  their  approbation  at  its  being  given  up  to  tlie  Legisla- 
ture.    The  object  was  to  let  Mr.  Daly  otf  as   easily  as  possible.     There  were  not 
six  members  in  the  House  who  would  have  consented  to  the  allowance  to  that  gen- 
tleman  being  continued. — Mr.    Wakefield's  account  of  the  proceedings  is  shame- 
fully incorrect.     There  never  was  any  difference  between  the  Governor-tieneral 
and  the  ex-Councillors  on  this  point,  although  there  was  between   the  latter  and 
Mr.   Daly.     It  appears  for  the  first  time,  from  the  pamphlet  under  consideration, 
that  Ml.  Daly  was  most  treacherously  intriguing  with  Mr.  Wakefield  against  his 
colleagues  for  some  time  prior  to  the  resignation. 

The  story  about  Mr.  Killaly,  President  of  the  Board  of  Works,  may  be  very 
briefly  dismisbed.  Long  before  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  came  to  Canada  it  \\as  deter- 
mined, in  accordance  with,  I  may  say,  the  opinion  of  all  parties,  that  the  President 
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of  llii'  Iiiiard  of  Works  should  ci'asf  to  Imld  ii  pvlitical  cJI'vr.     You  will  nt  once  see 
the  i>iii[iricly  of  this.      'I'lic^^iiitkuian  in  nucstioii  is  a  civil  (.'iij^iiicfr,  aiicl  i^  cii:n|;etl 
with  llic  sui>Liiiitfiulcncc  of  several  mo>t  important  iiulilic  works  tliat  it  mny  take 
years  to  t()iii|ilele.      Now    it  may  ln' (ii'ciiit.il  advi^ahlo  by  tlic  ( iovernineiii  to  dis- 
miss tlii«  olViccr,  or  to  rclaiii  liiin,  witlmut  any   reference  wliaiever  to  political  coii- 
liderations.    I  need  not.  lio\ve\er,  ar^ue  llie  case,  lx;caiise  there  is  no  sooiiii  tfinion 
as  to  the  piopriety  of  tiie   change,  and  tiiere  is   no  analo-^y   whatever  to  the  case 
supposed  liy   Mr.   Wakelield  of  the  Lhancellor  of  the  Hxcheijuer  announcing;  that 
the  ofl'iee  of  Colonial  Minister  would  no  Ioniser  Ik;  piililical.     It  is  asserted,  how- 
ever,  by   Mr.    Wakefield,  thai   the  delerininalion  of  the  Ministers  was  concealeil 
from  the  (iovernor.      I  have  already   said  llinl  the  clian'^e  was  determined  on  for 
months  licfoie  His  l'",xceliency  cnnie  to  the  country,  anil  it  was  a  matter  almo-.t  of 
puMie  notoriety,  and  certainly    Liiouti  lo  all  persons  connected  with  the  liovern- 
menl.     'Iheie  could,  therefore,  havehcen  ;/('  c/y'.v/  in  fi  iiiwilinciil.    If  the  (iovernor 
really  was  iynoianl  of  the  coiitempiaied  chani;e  I  admit  that  there  must  have  lieen 
negligence  somewhere  ;  hut  we  have  nolhinf,'  but    Mr.   Wakefield's  unsupported 
asseitioii  on  the  subject.     If  the  (Joverner  had  any  cause  of  complaint  on  this  score, 
or  on  any  other,  he  ought  himself  lo  have  staled  it  frankly  to  his  t'ouncil,  and  not  lo 
have  comnninicaled  it  lo  a  stranger  to  be  used  in  a    newspaper  controversy.     It  is 
out  of  my  power  to  say  more  than  that  I  entirely  dislK'lieve  the  truth  of  tin-  state- 
ment— tlial   1  ne    'V  heard  it  before-— and    ihal,  if  liui-,  the   blame   would   justly 
attacii,  not  to  th^  Minislers,  as  a  body,  In, I  to  ihe  individual  who  was  ehargeil  with 
the  bill,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  conmnmicaled   with  the  (iovernor  on  the 
subject . 

The  next  cliaige  is  easily  disposed  of,  but  it  aTfords  evidence  of  the  intrigues 
that  Mr.  Wakefielil  was  eairying  on.  You  may  recollect  that  Mr.  Charles  Duller 
made  a  siteech  in  the  IlouseofConimons  in  184J,  in  which  lie  propoumled  a  scheme 
for  raisin;;  money  in  Kngland  lo  be  exp.'iided  in  local  improvements  in  Canada. 
Mr.  llullei  was  merely  the  luoulhpicee  of  Mr.  Wakelield,  who  came  out  imme- 
diately to  Canada  to  further  the  scheme.  Imnietlialely  on  his  arrival  he  applied  to 
the  ex-Minislers  for  their  assistance,  and  found  ihem  iiulisposed  lo  give  it.  1: 
should  observe  that  all  parties  in  Canada  luu'ijuivocally  condemned  Mr.  liidler's 
project.  Mr.  Wakefield,  disappointetl  and  chagiined, applied  lo  a  leading  niend)t;r 
of  the  Op|iosition  for  his  assistance,  and  this  genllem;;n  gave  notice  of  amotion 
for  a  committee.  Mr.  Wakelield  describes  an  interview  that  he  had  witii  the 
Ciovernor-Geiieral  on  this  subject  in  the  following  words  : 

"  I  began  l)y  alluding  to  a  /n'^rtiution  on  the  subject  which  had  taken  place 
l)etween  the  Covernmeni  and  certain  members  of  tlie  Assembly,  and  had  ended 
in  the  assent  of  the  Government,  suhject  to  ioiuiilioiis,  lo  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  the  Assembly  lo  examine  the  question.  I  had  mentioned  the  nego- 
tiation, and  was  speaking  of  the  conditions,  when  the  Ciovernor-tJeneral  said  that 
he  had  not  before  heard  of  either.  I  could  not  help  replying — •  Tliis  is  not 
Responsible  Government  according  lo  my  notions. '  " 

Such  is  Mr.  Wakefield's  own  account  of  this  affair,  which  he  says  he  knows  was 
one  of  the  causes  why  the  ex-Ministers  got  into  the  "  bad  graces  "  of  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe.     From  Mr.  Wakefield's  account  it   would  appear  that  Sir   Charles 
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Metcalfe  allowed  him  to  make  statements  prejudicial  to  liis  Ministry,  which  he 
believed  and  alloweil  to  influence  him  to  their  prejudice,  without  even  seeking  fur 
explanatiuns  on  the  subject  from  the  accused  jsirties.  Had  His  Excellency 
ado|Hed  the  usual  course,  and  enquired  into  the  matter,  it  would  liave  been 
cleaied  up  at  once,  and  without  difficulty.  I  have  already  stated  that  this  land 
sclienn  iif  ML'ssrs.  Huller  and  Waketield  met  with  no  countenance  from  the 
Canadian  public,  or  from  the  ex-Ministers,  and  that  an  Opposition  memlwr,  at 
Mr.  Wakefield's  request,  ha*l  taken  the  matter  up,  and  given  notice  of  a  Com- 
mittee. 

I  presume  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  ex-Ministers  were  not  bound  to 
consult  the  Governor  with  regard  to  schemes  of  Mr.  Wakefield,  which  they  had 
no  intention  of  recommending.  The  nr^otitdon  consisted  in  Mr.  Wakefield 
having  applied  to  some  members  of  tiie  Government  to  know  wiietlier  the  motion 
for  a  Committee  would  be  opposed,  which  led  to  a  meeting  lietween  himself  and 
Mr.  Sherwood  on  one  side,  and  Messrs.  .Morin  and  Hincks  on  the  other,  the  latter 
merely  wishing  to  ascertain  the  objects  of  the  parties  and  the  proposed  composition 
of  the  Committee.  The  coiuiitioits  alluded  to  must  have  been  that  the  Committee 
should  be  impartially  selected  from  the  House,  and  not  packed  with  persons 
friendly  to  Mr.  Wakefield's  scheme.  Vou  will  at  once  perceive  that  liefore  apply- 
ing to  the  Governor  for  his  sanction  to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  make  these  preliminary  enquiries.  His  Excellency  was 
then  coustiltid,  anil  w/M  kis  cotiiuncHcc  the  motion  for  a  Committee  was  agreed  to. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  persons  to  be  more  scrupulous  than  the  ex-Ministers 
not  to  take  a  single  step  without  the  assent  of  the  Governor. 

I  will  mention  an  anecdote  in  proof  of  this  assertion.  A  member  during  last 
Session  gave  notice  of  an  address  to  obtain  a  certain  despatch  on  some  subject 
connected  with  our  trade.  The  despatch  was  a  circular,  and  had  previously  been 
published  in  one  of  the  Lower  Provinces,  and  copied  into  all  our  newspapers. 
The  member  had  a  printed  copy  of  the  document  in  his  hand,  and  his  object  w.is 
merely  to  have  it  placed  on  the  journals.  Of  course,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  motion  was  a  mere  matter  of  form.  However,  by  some  accident,  the  Governor's 
assent  to  the  motion  had  not  been  obtained,  and  on  the  Inspector-General,  in 
whose  department  the  matter  lay,  consulting  Mr.  Haldwin,  who  was  leader  in  the 
House,  and  stating  that  under  the  circumstances  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the 
motion,  that  gentleman  decidedly  objected,  on  the  ground  that  the  Governor  had 
not  been  consulted,  and  that  even  on  the  most  trivial  subject  he  would  not  act 
without  his  consent.  I  have  now  disposed  of  those  charges  which  Mr.  Wakefield 
has  advanced  in  order  to  justify  his  assertion  that  "  the  Councillors  treated  the 
Head  of  the  Government  as  a  mere  cipher."  They  are  utterly  unfounded,  but 
they  afford  proof  of  the  intrigues  that  were  on  foot  long  before  the  resignation,  by 
Mr.  Waketield  and  others,  to  upset  the  ex  Ministers,  and  to  throw  the  country 
into  confusion. 

I  am,  (Sr»c., 
A  Supporter  of  the  Late  Canadian  Administration. 
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LETTER  NO.  III. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Mornvig  Chronicle. 

Sir, — Besides  falling  into  the  "  b.-jd  graces"  of  the  Governor-General  by  treat- 
ing him  as  a  "cipher,"  the  ex-Ministers  got  into  the  "bad  graces"  of  a  still 
more  important  personage,  Mr.  Edward  Gibtum  Wakefield,  "  by  reason  of  various 
follies''  which  he  describes,  and  which  I  shall  notice  as  briefly  as  possible.  Tlie 
first  was  the  Seat  of  Government  question,  whicli  Mr.  Wakefudd  says  fht-y  mis- 
managed in  the  Legislative  Council  "  to  such  an  extent  that  nearly  all  the  Upper 
Canada  menil)ers  of  that  body  retired  to  their  homes."  Hy  a  reference  to  Mr. 
Wakefield's  letter  to  Mr.  Man(;les  on  tlie  nth  Oct.  it  will  be  seen  that  thii  was 
the  only  embarrassing  question  that  the  Ministry  had  to  deal  with, that  Mr.  Wake- 
field entirely  approved  of  their  decision  regarding  it,  and  that  he  blamed  liord 
Stanley  for  forcng  it  upon  the  Canailian  Legislature.  Now,  with  rega;.!  ti>  the 
"  mismanagement,"  Mr.  Wakefield  does  not  say  in  what  it  consisted,  but  1  can 
easily  guess  that  it  was  in  sending  down  the  message  on  the  subject  to  the  two 
Houses  before  the  Lower  Canadian  supjiorlers  of  the  Government  in  the  L^pper 
House  had  aniveJ.  Mr.  Wakefield  knows  notliing  of  the  reasons  that  induced 
the  Ministers  to  take  this  course.  I  admit  that  it  never  entered  into  the  head  of 
a  single  meml)er  of  the  Aibninistration  tiiiit  the  Legislative  Councillors  then 
present  would  a^t  as  they  did.  Their  conduct  in  takin^^  the  matter  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Ministry,  and  in  passing  their  resLilutions  in  the  absence  o^  the 
majority  of  the  House,  at  a  period  of  the  Session  when  it  had  not  been  usual  to 
proceed  to  important  business,  was  almost  universally  condemned,  and  by  mme 
more  than  by  Mr.  Wakefield.  If  the  Ministry  did  commit  an  error  in  placmg  :i  in 
the  power  of  their  opponents  to  take  up  the  subject,  it  was  surely  a  very  leiiial 
one  ;  and  not  one  that  would  justify  a  member  of  their  party,  elected  expressly  on 
the  faith  that  he  woaU  support  them,  to  dcstrt  to  the  Opposition. 

The  next  '•  folly"  cited  is  the  attempt  to  pass  measures  for  Upper  Canada  by 
the  votes  of  Lower  Canada  Memliers.     I  shall  quote  Mr.  Wakefield's  l.inguage  :  — 

"Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Hincks,  both  of  them  pertaining  to  Upi)er  Canada, 
sought  to  carry  in  the  Assembly  measures  relating  exclusively  to  Upper  Canada, 
and  not  ai;reeable  to  a  majority  of  the  Upper  Can.ida  M^mibers,  by  means  of  the 
votes  of  the  French-Canadian  members." 

The  foregoing  is  a  rejjetition  of  the  charge  made  by  Mr.  Wakefield,  in  his  letter 
published  in  January  last,  and  it  is  proved  by  a  reference  nut  to  *'  Measures.''  but 
to  one  measure,  the  U.  C.  Assessment  lidl.  Now,  Sir,  in  my  former  letter  I 
proved,  by  a  reference  to  the  journals  of  the  Assembly,  the  falsehood  of  tl  is 
charge.  I  deny  most  positively  that  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Hincks  ever  attempted 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  The  Assessment  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  by  a 
large  majority,  which  included  the  usual  Upper  Canada  supporters  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. Why  has  Mr.  Wakefield,  when  he  pledged  himself  to  answer  my  letters 
in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  avoided  all  reference  to  the  arguments  by  wiiich  I 
proved  the  falsehood  of  his  charge  ?  Instead  of  answering  me,  he  reiterates  his 
previous  assertion.  Let  him  dare  to  advance  such  a  charge  in  his  place  in  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

But,  Sir,  Mr.  Wakefield  was  himself  guilty  of  the  very  error  that  he  charges  on 
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the  ex-Ministers,  and  which  was,  attempting  to  legislate  for  one  section  of  the 
Trovincc  by  the  votes  of  the  members  from  the  other.  The  ex-Mini>ters  never 
either  committed  or  dreamed  of  committing  such  a  blunder.  Mr.  Wakefield, 
however,  a  member  from  Lower  Canada,  commenced  an  active  opposition  to  an 
l^pper  Canada  Government  measure,  the  University  Hill,  and  which  was  supported 
by  a  large  m.njority  of  the  U.  C.  Members.  He  canvassed  inces^santly  against  it 
among  the  French-Canadian  Members,  and  he  b.iasted,  in  his  letter  of  the  4lh 
December,  that  Mr.  Iialdwin  "  would  have  been  compelled  to  withdraw  "  this 
Bill,  owing  to  the  opposition  of  the  Frencli  Canadians.  It  happens  that  Mr. 
Wakefield's  anticipations  would  not  have  Vicen  realized,  the  Bill  was  in  no  danger 
whatever  ;  but  I  quote  his  own  words  to  prove  him  guilty  of  the  very  error  which 
he  ascribes  to  the  ex-Ministers,  and  which  I  assert  most  positively  thoy  never 
committed.  After  this  exposure,  I  should  think  that  the  British  public  will  be 
cautious  in  placing  any  reliance  on  the  statements  of  Mr.  Waketield. 

I  have  now  gone  through  all  the  charges  advanced  by  ^!r.  W.ikefiehl  in  order 
to  support  his  assertion  that  the  resignation  was  caused,  not  by  a  difference  of 
opinion  upon  Responsible  Government,  but  on  other  grounds.  It  is  iniieed  very 
evident  from  the  letters  published  by  Mr.  Wakefield,  that  intrigues  had  been 
carried  on  for  some  time  to  upset  the  ex-Ministers.  On  the  25th  November,  the 
day  before  the  resignation,  he  wrote  thus  : — 

"  The  Governor-General's  po'-ition  has  not  improved  since  my  last.  lie  has 
had,  I  think,  the  opportunity  of  tneaking  with  his  Ministers  on  ten.ihic  ground,  and 
haslet  it  sli[i.  Perhaps  not .  I  speak  only  of  appearances.  ••••»» 
I  ,im  Ufi7vi!l!ii^  f(i  do  HIM ///<•  bad  turn  of  shocthig  the  bird  tvkich  I  siippcs,'  >ilm  to 
be  (liviiiis;  at  from  behind  the  ht'di^e  cf  tt'sene  '.chich  ccncmls  hint  from  iu!^ar  eyes. 
But  if  he  don't  f  re  seen  I  must," 

Mr.  Waketield  thought,  when  he  penned  the  foregoing,  that  his  intrigues  were 
ripe.  Mr.  Viger  was  to  carry  tiie  French-Canadians,  and  with  their  assistance  a 
majority,  it  was  thought,  would  be  obtained.  How  completely  he  has  lieen  de- 
ceived !  There  is  a  great  deal  of  inconsistency  in  the  pamphlet,  which  I  shall  not 
waste  time  in  noticing.  One  sjiecimen  may  suffice.  At  the  very  tinu' that  the 
Ministry  were  in  the  "bad  graces  "  of  the  (Governor,  partly  in  consequence  of  His 
ExcellcMcys  having  listeu'xl  to  Mr.  Wakefield's  complaints,  and  that  he  was 
watching,  as  we  are  fold,  for  an  opportunity  of  getting  rid  of  them,  .nnd  exercising 
the  patron  ige  of  the  Crown  in  order  to  de>troy  them,  and  actually  wit'^out  con- 
sulting ttiem,  they  tendered  their  resignation.  Mr.  Waketield  says  tliat  "nothing 
but  a  most  urgent  necessity  should  have  induced  the  t'ouncillors  to  take  a  step, 
of  which  the  unavoidable  consequence  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  Session,  and  to 
deprive  the  country  of  very  important  and  much  desired  measures,  then  nearly 
completed." 

It  is  a  great  pity  th.at  Mr.  Wal.  'ieklhimsidf  did  not  reflect  i>n  the  consequences 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  Session  betorehe  ccm'ne'tced  his  intn\^ites.  He  coiv.plains 
that  the  Governor  "  let  slip  an  opportunity  of  breaking  ;"  he  was  so  impatient  to 
fire  that  he  could  hardly  bring  himself  to  wait  until  the  Governor,  who  was  "aim- 
in;;  from  iHiiinii  the  hedge  of  reserve,"  had  shot  down  his  bird,  Tiuly,  Mr. 
Wakefield  is  ver)i  consistent. 
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There  is  but  one  other  point  that  I  wish  to  notice.  It  is  asserted  in  the  pam- 
phlet that  the  ex-Ministers  "  made  loose  verbal  statements  "  about  appointments 
made  without  their  advice,  and,  further,  tliat  these  "  tales"  have  been  circulated 
in  England  by  means  of  letters  to  tiie  Morning  Chronicle.  There  was  no  "  tale" 
mentioned  in  the  letters  referred  to,  but  what  had  previously  been  stated  publicly 
in  the  House  of  Assembly,  I  need  not  repeat  what  I  have  already  said  on  this 
subject.  The  Ministers  disclosed  nothing  but  what,  according  to  strict  English 
precedent,  they  had  a  right  to  do  in  their  vindication,  and  I  do  not  observe  that 
any  speakers  in  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  have  "".ntured  to  accuse 
them  of  the  crime  of  making  explanations  in  Parliament.  The  very  cause  of  their 
resignation  was  that  appointments  were  made  without  consulting  them,  and  that 
on  their  remonstrating  with  the  Governor  they  found  him  determined  to  persevere 
in  the  same  course.  He  has  admitted  in  one  of  his  despatches,  read  by  Lord 
Stanley  during  the  late  debate,  that  he  did  not  *'  consider  himself  bound  to  con- 
sult his  Ministers  on  every  appointment."  You  will  at  once  see  that  the  debate 
on  the  resignation  could  not  be  conducted  without  referring  to  at  least  some  in- 
stances in  "which  appointments  had  been  made  ivithout  consultation.  I  shall  leave 
you  and  your  readers  to  judge  whether  it  is  likely  that  men  possessed  of  common 
sense  would  publicly  cite  instances  of  appointments  made  without  their  advice,  on 
which  they  could  be  contradicted.  And  yet  Mr.  Wakefield  calls  these  "  loose 
verbal  statements " — "tales."  And  in  order  to  prejudice  his  readers  he  asserts 
in  a  note  : 

"  Mr.  Hincks  there  led  his  hearers  to  suppose  that  the  appointment  of  a  gentle- 
man named  Stanton  to  the  Collectorship  of  Customs  at  Toronto  had  been  made 
by  the  Governor-General  against  or  without  the  advice  of  his  Council.  I  called 
on  the  ex-Inspector-  General  to  state  distinctly  that  it  was  so.  He  held  his  tongue. 
But  after  consulting  with  some  of  his  late  colleagues,  he  told  the  Assembly  that 
he  had  been  misapprehended ;  for  that  in  fact  Mr.  Stanton  had  been  appointed  on 
the  express  recommendation  of  the  Council." 

Now,  Sir,  the  foregoing  statement  is  very  plausible,  and  is  intended  and  calcu- 
lated to  shake  confidence  in  the  statements  of  the  ex-Ministers, — and  yet  it  is 
utterly  untrue.  I  pledge  myself  that  Mr.  Wakefield  dare  not  make  such  an  asser- 
tion in  his  place  in  Parliament.  The  allusion  to  Mr.  Stanton's  appointment  was 
not  made  by  Mr.  Hincks  or  any  person  connected  with  the  late  A/inistry,  but  by  a 
member  of  the  House  entirely  unacquainted  with  facts,  and  who  merely  supposed 
that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Stanton  had  been  one  of  those  referred  to  in  Mr. 
La  Fontaine's  letter. 

I  have  now  concluded  my  task,  and  must,  I  fear,  have  exhausted  the  patience 
of  your  readers,  as  I  have  been  obliged,  in  self-defence,  to  go  into  matters  of 
detail  which  cannot  be  interesting  to  the  English  public.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
the  Imperial  Government  desire  to  keep  up  amicable  relations  with  the  Colony, 
they  ought  not  to  interfere  in  our  local  quarrels.  They  should  inform  the  Gover- 
nor, as  you  recommend,  that  he  should  rely  on  no  assistance  from  home,  unless 
some  dispute  should  arise  in  which  Imperial  interests  are  involved.  You  may 
rely  upon  it  that,  no  matter  what  Mr.  Wakefield  and  the  Colonial  Gazette  may 
write,  every  man  in  Canada  feels  that  the  subject  of  dispute  has  been  and  is 


SIR  FRANCIS   HINCKS,    K.C.M.G.,   C.B. 


121 


d  in  the  pam- 
;  appointments 
een  circulated 
vas  no  "  tale" 
tated  publicly 
y   said  on  this 

strict  English 
)t  observe  that 
ired  to  accuse 

cause  of  their 
hem,  and  that 
d  to  persevere 
read  by  Lord 
bound  to  con- 
lat  the  debate 
least  some  in- 

I  shall  leave 
d  of  common 
leir  advice,  on 
these  "  loose 
ers  he  asserts 


"  Responsible  Government,"  and  they  will  continue  to  feel  it  until  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe  is  surrounded  by  responsible  advisers  such  as  Lord  Stanley  understands 
to  be  required  by  Responsible  Government.  I  shall  conclude  this  letter  with  an 
extract  from  his  Lordship's  speech  : — 

"He  understood  by  Responsible  Government  that  the  administration  of 
Canada  was  to  be  carried  on  by  Heads  of  Departments  enjoying  the  confidence  of 
the  people  of  Canada, -enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  Legislature  of  Canada  for 
the  due  exercise  of  tiie  functions  of  their  dej)anments." 

The  question  repeated  by  every  one  here  is  :-Those  Heads  of  Departments- 
Whereare  they? 

A  Supporter  of  the  Late  Canadian  Administration. 
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CHAPTER  VI 1 1. 

LORD   METCALFE'S   GOVERNMENT    CONTINUED. 

I  MUST  now  refer  to  the  measures  of  the  Session  of  1843.  ^^'^  ques- 
tion of  the  Seat  of  Government  was  an  embarrassing  one  for  the 
Administration.  It  ler"  to  the  resignation  of  one  of  their  number, 
Mr.  Harrison,  who  was  member  for  Kingston,  (where  Lord  Sydenham 
had  established  the  Capital),  and  several  of  the  Upper  Canada  sup- 
porters of  the  Administration  were  opposed  to  the  proposition.  It 
had  met  with  the  cordial  approval  of  the  Governor-General.  In  a 
despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State  he  said :  "  My  own  opinion 
"  concurs  with  that  of  the  Council.  It  appears  to  me  thac  Montreal 
"  is  decidedly  the  fittest  place  to  form  the  Capital  of  the  United 
"  Province  of  Canada.  It  U  not  only  the  principal  place  in  popu- 
"  lation,  wealth,  and  comnv.sce,  but  also  the  only  place  where  the 
"  English  and  French  races  can  amalgamate.  "  Another  (luestion  of 
importance  led  subsequently  to  misunderstanding.  It  had  seemed 
to  the  Administration  that  it  was  most  desirable  to  adopt  some  step 
to  discourage  Orangeism  in  Canada.  There  was  an  Eng'ish  pre- 
cedent which,  naturally,  was  deemed  the  most  proper  for  adop- 
tion in  Canada,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  took  charge  of  the  subject, 
brought  it  before  the  Governor-General,  who  professed  to  have  no 
sympat';y  whatever  with  the  Orange  cause.  He  did,  however,  object 
very  strongly  to  the  course  pursued  in  England,  Avhich  had  been  an 
address  to  the  Crown,  from  the  House  of  Commons,  to  discourage 
Orange  Societies,  to  which  a  favorable  response  had  been  given  by 
the  Crown.  With  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  views  on  the  subject  of  his 
own  personal  responsibility,  he  was  unwilling  to  follow  the  example 
of  his  Sovereign,  and  he  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  proceed 
by  legislation.  Mr.  Baldwin  had  repeated  interviews  with  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe,  but  was  unable  to  overcome  his  objections,  and  it 
was  finally  agreed  that  the  course  recommended  by  His  Excellency 
should  be  followed.  Accordingly  a  Bill  was  introduced,  with  his  con- 
currence, and  without  the  slightest  hint  that,  if  carried  through  the 
Legislature,  he  would  refuse  to  sanction  it.  Such,  however,  was  the 
result.    The  Administration  had  to  endure  all  the  odium  of  the  Bill 
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from  its  opponents,  without  accomplishing  their  object.  Of  course, 
had  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  stated  his  objections  frankly,  one  of  two 
courses  must  have  been  taken.  The  Ministry  would  have  had  either 
to  resign  or  to  drop  all  proceedings  against  the  Orangemen,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  conviction  that  they  would 
have  chosen  the  latter  alternative.  In  those  days  the  right  of  a  Gov- 
ernor to  have  an  opinion  was  never  disputed,  and  on  many  occasions 
it  was  allowed  to  prevail.  A  singular  instance  occurred  in  the  case 
of  the  Hon.  D.  B.  Viger,  who  a  few  weeks  later  became  confidential 
adviser  of  the  Governor-General.  A  vacancy  had  occurred  in  the 
office  of  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council,  by  the  resignation  of  Mr- 
Jani'json,  Vice-Chancellor  of  Upper  Canada,  owing  to  the  removal 
of  the  Seat  of  Government  to  Montreal,  and  Mr.  Viger  was  first 
recommended  as  his  successor.  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  strongly  ob- 
jected to  the  nomination,  and  went  so  far  as  to  offer  the  appoinvnient 
to  a  known  opponent  of  the  Ministry,  and  without  their  knowledge. 
The  offer  was  not  accepted,  and  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  at  last  con- 
sented to  appoint  the  Hon.  R.  E.  Caron.  who  filled  the  office  for  some 
time.  The  antagonism  became  daily  more  pronounced  between  the 
Governor  and  his  .Ministers,  and  at  last  culminated  in  the  resignation 
of  the  latter.  The  defection  from  the  ranks  of  the  >[iuisterial  party  was 
not  important.  One  ^finister,  Mr.  Secretary  Daly,  who  was  peculiarly 
situated,  retained  ofSce.  He  had  held  a  permanent  appointment 
prior  to  the  Union,  and  had  been  induced  by  Lord  Sydenham  to  find 
a  seat  in  the  Legislature.  He  was  not  a  man  of  fortune,  and,  had  he 
taken  the  same  course  as  Mr.  Receiver-General  Dunn,  who  was  sim- 
ilarly situated  politically,  he  would  have  been  left,  after  a  long  offi- 
cial career.  Avithout  the  means  of  support.  Mr.  Dunn  returned  to 
England,  and  received  no  compensation  for  his  loss  of  office,  while 
Mr.  Sullivan,  who  was  in  like  circumstances,  had  to  resume  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  which  he  had  been  induced  to  abandon  to 
accept  what  was  understood  to  be  a  permanent  place.  The  other 
mernbers  of  the  Administration  who  had  taken  ofiice  under  the  new 
system  had  no  cause  to  comj)Liin  of  l)eing  dcjjrived  of  offices,  ac- 
cepted as  non-political.  I  determined  to  resume  my  connection  with 
the  press,  and,  as  Montreal  had  been  fixed  on  as  the  Capital,  I  took 
up  my  residence  there  shortly  after  the  resignation,  F  arrived  at  a 
period  of  excitement  caused  by  a  pending  election  to  replace  Mr. 
Holmes,  who  had  recently  resigned  his  seat.  A  few  months  previously, 
Dr,  Beaubien  had  been  elected  without  opposition  in  the  place  of 
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Hon.  George  Moffatt,  who  had  displeased  his  constituents  by  opposing 
the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government  to  Montreal,  and  had,  in  con- 
sequence, given  up  his  seat.  The  resignation  of  the  Ministry  of 
course  produced  a  greater  excitement,  and,  as  the  franchise  had  been 
restored  to  the  suburbs,  the  Liberal  party  felt  confident  of  success. 
The  Conservative  candidate  was  Mr.  William  Molson,  who,  I  need 
scarcely  remark,  stood  very  high  in  public  estimation,  but  he  was  an 
avowed  supporter  of  the  views  of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe.  The  Liberals 
agreed,  with  great  unanimity,  to  sui>port  the  candidature  of  the  late 
L.  T.  Drummond,  then  a  young  advocate  of  great  promise.  This, 
however,  was  not  arranged  without  some  controversy.  Mr.  Sydney 
Bellingham's  name  had  been  brought  out,  and  he  was  believed  to  have 
sufficient  influence  with  the  Irish  electors  to  encourage  hoi>es  of  his 
success.  He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  writing  for  a  paper  called  the 
Times,  which  had  supported  the  Liberal  cause  to  some  extent.  Mr. 
Bellingham  ultimately  withdrew  from  the  contest,  in  fiivor  of  Mr. 
Molson.  Meantime,  on  my  arrival  in  Montreal,  having  learned  that 
the  Times  was  without  an  editor,  and  that  there  was  a  proLvability 
that  the  paper  would  be  sold,  I  procured  an  introduction  to  the  jjro" 
prietor,  and  offered  in  the  meantime  to  edit  the  paper  gratuitously, 
intimating  the  probability  of  our  coming  to  terms  for  the  purchase. 
My  proposal  was  accepted  and  I  went  to  work,  but  I  soon  found 
that  the  proprietor  expected  that  my  articles  were  to  be  subjected  to 
his  revision,  an  arrangement  which,  at  such  a  crisis,  was  wholly  out  of 
the  question.  An  offer  which  I  made  for  the  paper  was  rejected, 
and  I  at  once  determined  to  start  a  small  paper,  to  be  published  by 
Mr.  RoUo  Campbell  pending  the  completion  of  my  own  establish- 
ment. The  first  number  of  the  small  sheet  was  issued  on  the  5th 
March,  and  the  last  on  the  26th  April,  1844,  before  which  time  Mr. 
Drummond  had  been  triumphantly  elected.  The  new  issue  of  T/ie 
Filoi  commenced  on  the  loth  May  following.  My  career  as  a  jour- 
nalist in  Montreal  lasted  about  four  years,  much  the  same  time  as 
my  connection  with  the  Toronto  Examiner.  The  period  was  one  of 
unusual  excitement. 

Having  already  explained  the  principles  advocated  in  the 
Examiner,  I  think  it  desirable  to  give  here  the  introductory  remarks 
which  I  made  in  the  first  number  of  T/ie  Pilot  on  5th  March,  1844, 
placing  at  the   head  a  short  extract  from  Lord  Durham's  Report : 

MuNTRBAL,  Tuesday,  March  5,  1844. — "  It  is  difficult  to   conceive  what  could  have  been  their 
theory  of  government,  who  imagined  that,  in  any  Colony  of  England,  a  body  invested  with  the 
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name  nnd  character  of  a  Representritive  Assembly  could  be  deprived  of  any  of  those  powers 
which,  111  the  opinion  of  EnKli^hmen,  ;ire  inherent  ill  a  piipiilnr   Let^islatiire.     *     •     ♦ 

"  Since  the  Kevoliiiion  of  1688,  the  staliility  of  the  English  Constitution  has  been  secured  by 
that  wise  principle  of  our  Government  which  has  vested  the  direction  of  the  national  policy  and 
the  distribution  of  patronage  in  the  leaders  of  the  Parliamentary  majority." — Lord  Durham' t 
Re  fort. 

In  offering  for  the  consideration  of  the  public  the  first  number  of  The  Pilot, 
it  is  due  to  them  to  state,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  the  reasons  which  have 
induced  the  proprietor  to  establish  such  a  journal,  and  the  principles  on  which  it 
will  be  conducted. 

Since  the  union  of  the  late  Provinces  of  Lower  and  Upper  Canada,  and  the 
establishment  of  Responsible  Government,  which  necessarily  involves  the  Gov- 
ernment of  a  party,  the  best  friends  of  the  country  have  been  most  anxious  to 
cement  a  cordial  union  between  the  majority  of  the  people  of  both  sections  of  the 
United  Province,  who  had  for  years  been  engaged  in  the  same  glorious  struggle, 
viz.,  to  secure  the  establishment  of  a  free  and  constitutional  Government.  It  must 
be  obvious  that  the  Press  may  be  made  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  promoting  such  a 
desirable  object.  The  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government  to  this  city  renders  it 
highly  desirable  that  a  journal  should  be  established  here  which  can  be  relied  on 
as  a  faithful  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  United  Reform  party  of  Canada.  To 
conduct  such  a  journal  in  a  satisfactory  manner  it  is  indispensable  that  its  editor 
should  be  well  acquainted  with  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people.  The  Editor 
of  The  Pilot  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  most  influential  members  of 
the  political  party  to  which  it  is  his  pride  to  belong,  are  of  opinion  that  he  can 
perform  in  a  satisfactory  manner  the  arduous  duties  he  has  undertaken.  Bound 
by  the  strongest  ties  of  atiection  and  gratitude  to  the  Reformers  of  Upper 
Canada,  he  will  be  a  zealous  advocate  of  every  measure  calculated  to  advance 
their  interests,  and  he  feels  that  he  cannot  do  so  in  a  more  effectual  manner  than 
by  endeavoring  to  maintain  a  cordial  union  between  them  and  their  brother  Re- 
formers of  Lower  Canada.  From  the  people  of  Lower  Canada,  with  whom  he  is, 
as  yet,  comparatively  speaking,  unacquainted,  he  asks  an  impartial  consideration 
of  the  principles  which  will  be  advocated  in  The  Pilot.  Every  effort  has  been 
already  made  by  the  contemporary  press  to  prejudice  the  public  against  him,  and 
to  misrepresent  his  principles.  He  has,  however,  encountered  without  shrinking 
similar  persecution  during  more  stormy  periods  than  the  present,  and  he  dreads  it 
not. 

The  political  principles  of  The  Pilot  will  be  those  which  its  Editor  maintained 
formerly  in  the  Toronto  Examiner.  The  grand  object  will  be  to  advocate  the 
interests  of  ("anada,  to  promote  which  all  classes  of  the  population  ought  to  com- 
bine together,  bearing  constantly  in  mind  that  they  are  all  Canadians,  either  by 
birth  or  by  adoption.  To  announce  that  The  Pilot  will  advocate  "  Responsible 
Government "  at  the  present  moment  would  be  a  vague  declaration.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  slate,  further,  that  it  will  maintain  the  principles  of  Lord  Durham's 
Report — the  principles  of  the  British  Constitutioi  the  principles  established  by 
our  ancestors  at  the  price  of  their  blood,  and  v  .hout  which  there  can  be  no 
security  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  any  counti) . 

It  must  never  be  forgotten  that  the  essence  of  Responsible  Government  is  » 
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control  over  the  Royal  prerogative.  If  the  Representative  of  the  Sovereign  is  in 
practice  to  inalce  appointments  according  to  his  own  pergonal  opinion,  and  to 
reject  the  bills  relating  to  our  local  affairs,  passed  by  l)Otii  Houses  of  the  L/'^jisla- 
ture,  because  he  thinks  them  unnecessary  or  inexpedient,  it  would  be  intinitely 
better  that  the  mockery  of  representative  institutions  was  abolished.  'ri:c  pre- 
rogatives of  the  British  Crown  are  ^o  extensive  that,  without  Rtsponsible  Govern- 
ment, it  would  be  preferable  to  live  under  the  government  of  a  Rus.-ian  or  Aus- 
trian (^espot.  In  De  Lolme's  work  on  the  Constitut  on  of  En^jlanl,  af'er 
describing  the  various  preroj^atives.  it  is  said: — "In  reading  the  f  .redoing 
enumeration  of  the  powers  w^th  which  the  laws  of  England  have  pntrns'fd  the 
king,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  them  with  the  idea  of  a  monarchy  whii'h  we 
are  told  is  limited.  The  king  not  only  unites  in  himself  all  the  branches  of  the 
executive  pover,  he  not  only  disposes  with(!Ut  control  of  the  whole  m  litary 
power  in  the  State,  but  he  is,  moreover,  it  seems,  maner  of  tue  la.v  itsf-lf,  since 
he  calls  up  and  dismisses  at  his  will  the  legislative  bodies.  We  find  liini,  there- 
fore, al  first  sight,  invested  with  all  the  prerogatives  that  ever  were  ckim 'd  by 
the  most  absolute  monarclis  ;  and  we  are  at  a  loss  to  fir.d  t!iat  liberty  wh'rh  the 
English  seem  so  conti  lent  they  possess." 

The  check  upon  all  these  prerog;\tives  is  a  bom-fide  system  of  Responsible 
Government,  under  which  the  people,  through  their  iTpre>;entr.;ive»;  in  Parliament, 
can  exercise  a  substantial  control  over  their  government.  The  advisers  of  the 
former,  being  responsible,  can  be  remo-ed  by  a  vote  of  want  uf  confi'lunci'.  .f  their 
measures  or  tlieir  appointments  to  office  are  unsatisfactory.  It  is  impo^slMe  for 
any  government  to  briiie  tiie  mass  of  the  people,  and.  theref  )re,  the  corrupt  pur- 
chase of  individuals  with  a  view  to  obtain  parliamentary  support,  ran  orly  result 
in  the  ruin  of  tho^e  wlio  resi^Tt  to  such  practices.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  t!ie 
duty  of  every  government  to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  people  in  making  nppoint- 
m-nt;.  and  those  wishes  are  properly  and  fairly  exprpssf.-d  by  tb.eir  representa- 
tives. It  has  been  necessary  to  enlarge  on  the  subject  of  Rtsponsible  Government 
at  this  time,  when  a  po.verful  effort  is  V>einir  made  to  oveithrow  it. 

The  Pilot  will  follow  the  same  course  as  the  Exawiuer  in  advocating  t^-e equal 
rights  of  all  religious  bodies  in  the  Provin';e  ;  and  more  e-ipecially  at  tl'.e  riesent 
time,  when  the  Church  of  England  is  endeavoring  to  secure  the  exclusive  control 
of  colitgi.ite  endowments  in  which  all  clas^^..s  of  the  community  have  a  right  to 
participate. 

The  j^'reat  interests  of  the  Province — Agricultural,  Manufacturing,  and  Com- 
mercial— will  receive  that  share  of  attenti  m  to  '.vhich  t'-'ir  impoviance  entities 
them.  Instead  of  fomenting  jea!oii';;»*i  between  these  HitTtnent  inf  rest-,  every 
effort  will  be  used  to  unite  them  and  to  teach  them  that  tlie  prosperity  '>f  tlie  coun- 
try depends  on  measures  being  adopted  by  the  Legislature  for  the  relief  and  ad- 
vantage I'f all.  It  is  highly  important  to  tlie  Uiper  Car.ad;?.n  farmevs  to  ''e  kept 
well  informed  as  to  the  state  of  the  markets  at  the  great  commereinl  Capital  of 
the  Province,  and  it  will,  therefore,  be  the  aim  of  the  Proprietor  to  make  The 
Pl'ct  a  commercial  paper ;  and  he  hopes  that  twenty  years'  experience  in  com- 
mercial affairs  will  enable  him  to  fulfil  this  part  of  his  undertaking  satisfactorily. 
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I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  intimate  that  the  paper 
would  be  strictly  Canadian,  although  I  would  publish  selected 
extracts  from  Irish  Liberal  prints.  I  had  invariably  deprecated  the 
discussion  in  Canada  of  what  I  considered  Imperial  (jucstions,  holding 
that,  as  we  were  claiming  self-government  for  ourselves,  we  ought  not 
to  interfere  in  the  political  controversies  in  the  United  Kingdom.  I 
was  well  aware  at  the  time,  as  I  am  now,  that  my  opinions  on  this 
subject  are  by  no  means  generally  shared  by  the  Irish ;  and  on  a  recent 
occasion  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  both  political  parties  concurring, 
interfered  (by  Address)  with  an  Imperial  question,  but  without  any 
satisfactory  result.  I  am  unaware  that  at  any  time  during  my  public 
career  I  departed  from  the  principle  which  I  announced  in  the  first 
issue  of  The  Pilot,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  thoroughly  sound.  My 
first  experience  of  Montreal  was  anything  but  pleasant ;  indeed,  it 
could  not  have  been  expected  that  it  would  be  otherwise,  considering 
that  it  was  at  the  period  of  a  warmly-contested  election. 

In  those  days  it  was  still  the  custom  to  settle  disputes  by  the  duel, 
and  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  in  the  present  day  to  read  the  corres- 
pondence which  took  place  in  two  instances,  in  which,  however,  there 
was  no  meeiing.  For  my  own  part,  I  publicly  announced  that  nothing 
would  induce  me  to  take  part  in  such  a  barbarous  prcUtice.  At  the  time 
of  the  resignation  of  the  Ministry,  in  1843,  there  was,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  a  newspaper  published  in  Montreal  called  The  Ti/nei,  which 
had  professed  to  be  Liberal,  but  which  changed  sides  at  that  time. 
Its  editor,  or  chief  contributor,  was  Mr.  Sydney  Bellinghaui,  who, 
while  professing  Liberal  opinions,  had  obtained  considerable  iafluence 
with  the  Irish  population,  and  was  anxious  for  their  support  at  the 
election.  Finding  Mr.  Drummond  preferred  to  himself  he  with- 
drew in  favor  of  Mr.  Molson,  and  spared  no  efforts  to  withdraw  the 
Irish  from  the  ranks  of  the  Liberal  party. 

The  correspondence  will  explain  itself,  as  well  that  which  imme- 
diately follows  it,  between  the  late  Colonel  Ogle  R.  Gowan,  the  well 
known  Orange  Grand  Master,  and  myself,  which  arose  from  the  pub- 
lication of  a  letter  from  a  correspondent  then  at  Paris,  cricicislng 
some  utterances  of  Colonel  Gowan.  Both  parties  were  satisfied 
with  the  explanations,  as  were  both  Mr.  Drummond  and  myself: — 

The  following  correspondence  has  been  publishetl  by  Mr.  Bellin^ham  in  his 
0wn  defence'.  1 1  We  wonder  whether  Mr.  Bellingham  imagined,  or  supposed  the 
public  would  imagine,  that  Mr.  Drummond  meant  to  attack  his  character  as  a 
gentleman,  or  to  injure  him  as  an  individual.     We  doubt  much  whether  his  public 
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character  will  be  raised  l)y  the  following  correspondence.     We  would  seriously 
advise  him  to  keep  as  quiet  as  possible. 

To  THE  Editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald. 

Sir, — I  place  in  your  hands  the  following  correspondence.  The  injury  com- 
plained of  having  been  inflicted  publicly  it  is  but  i)roper  that  the  explanations 
should  be  equally  public. 

SYDNEY   BELLINGHAM. 


(Copy)  No.  I. 

Montreal,  March  13,  1844. 

Sir, — I  am  inf)rmed,  upon  apparently  good  authority,  that,  at  a  meeting  on 
the  nth  inst.,  "you  projiosed  three  cheers  for  O'Connor  for  having  torn  the  shoe 
off  the  cloven  foot  of  iielMngliam,"  or  words  to  tliat  effect. 

I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  you  would,  without  any  cause,  employ  such 
terms  in  allusion  to  me.  It  is,  however,  for  you  to  decide  upon  that  point ;  and  it 
is  for  Uit,'  to  require  s\ich  e.\i)1niiation  as  the  case  may  require. 

I  have  requested  Mr.  Claike  to  convey  this  letter  to  you,  because  he  has  already 
been  a  party  to  the  conversations  which  originated  the  affair. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed),  SYDNEY  15ELLINGHAM. 

To  L.  T.  Drummond,  Esq., 

tSr'C. ,  vS^C. 


(Copy)  No.  2. 

Montreal,  13th  March,  1844, 

Sir, — I  have  received  by  your  friend,  Mr.  Clarke,  your  note,  stating  that  you 
are  informed,  upon  apparently  good  .authority,  that  at  a  meeting  on  the  I  ith  instant, 
I  proposed  "three  cheers  for  Mr.  O'Connor  for  having  torn  the  shoe  off  the 
cloven  foot  of  Uellingham,"  and  requiring  "  such  explanations  as  the  case  may 
require." 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  the  words  imputed  to  me  were,  in  substance,  made 
use  of  by  me  on  the  occasion  in  question. 

The  identical  words  were  :  "  Three  cheers  for  the  man  who  ripped  the  sandal 
off  the  cloven  foot." 

I  did  not  make  use  of  your  name ;  but  it  must  have  been  clearly  understood  I 
referred  to  you  ;  and  in  employing  these  terms  in  reference  to  you  as  a  public 
man,  I  did  so  in  allusion  to  what  I  consider  to  be  a  change  in  your  political  opinions, 
and  I  must  have  been  so  understood  by  all  present. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  they  were  in  no  way  meant  to  apply  to  your  character  as 
a  gentleman,  or  to  injure  you  as  an  individual. 

Had  these  expressions  been  used  by  me  otherwise  than  in  reference  to  your 
conduct  as  a  public  man,  I  need  not  say  that  I  would  unhesitatingly  retract  them. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed),  LEWIS  T.  DRUMMOND. 

Sydney  Bellingham,  Esq. 
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character  as 


We  cheerfully  comiily  witli  the  request  made  on  behalf  of  the  Editor  of  the 
Statesman  to  pujjlish  the  following  cune-^pontlonce  : — 

J, AM  111  I  IN    Hoi-.SK, 

Kingston,  12th  March,   1S44. 
Sir, — In  your  paper,  the  /V/c/.  of  the  Sth  insi.,  in  ilhistratov^  .-.ome  position  of 
Responsible  tlovernment,  the  lollowiiig  lanj^uage  is  uicd  iu  reference  to  an  alli;ged 
statement  .>f  mine  : — 

«'  His  (Sir  Robert  Peel's)  demand  was  complied  with,  though  Col,  Gowan  falsely 
asserted  the  contrary  at  Kingston." 

As  it  is  impossible  that  1  can  sulTer  the  np[)lication  of  such  terms  to  me,  when 
published  in  a  paper  under  such  sanction  as  yours,  1  have  to  reipiesl  that  you  will 
give  up  to  me  the  name  and  address  of  the  author. 

Considering  the  ungentlenianly  and  tilfensivc  nature  of  the  language  used,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  you  will  not  refuse  to  comply  willi  this  request. 

Should  you,  however,  decline  to  accede  to  my  demand,    I   beg  to  inform  you 
that  I  will  hold  you  personally  responsible  for  tiie  publication  in  (juestion,  .ind  in 
such  an  event  (as  we  are  distant,  and  io  prevent  unnecessary  cjnespjiidciUci)  1 
beg  you  will  refer  me  to  a  friend  on  your  behalf,  to  meet  Captain  Weatherley  of 
tliis  city,  who  will  arrange  a  meeting  between  us. 

1  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
OGLE  R.  GOWAN. 
The  Hon.  F.  Hincks,  M.P,, 
Montreal. 


Montreal,  14th  March,  1844. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  in  which 
you  demand  the  name  of  the  author  of  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Pilot,  and 
which  contains  the  following  passage  which  you  consider  personally  offensive  to 
you  : — 

"  His  (Sir  R.  Peel's)  demand  was  complied  with,  though  Col.  Gov/an  falsely 
asserted  the  contrary  at  Kingston." 

The  letter  in  question  was,  as  you  may  have  observed,  dated  from  Paris,  and,  it 
being  out  of  my  power  to  communicate  with  the  writer,  I  cannot  give  up  his  name, 
and,  if  I  were  to  do  so,  you  would  have  no  opportunity  of  asking  him  any  explana- 
tion. I  have  the  less  difficulty  in  declining  to  comply  with  your  request,  because 
1  feel  assured  that  the  passage  which  you  have  quoted,  and  which  you  consider 
offensive,  was  not  intended  to  be  so.  In  arguing  on  the  question  of  the  prerogative, 
you  have,  I  presume  (for  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  your  remarks  on  the 
subject),  quoted  the  Queen's  refusal  to  dismiss  the  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber  as 
an  instance  of  the  triumph  of  the  prerogative.  The  object  of  the  writer  in  the 
Pilot  was,  I  conceive,  to  shew  that  this  was  ^  false  argument,  for  that,  although  the 
Queen  refused  to  comply  with  Sir  Robert  Peel's  demand  at  that  time,  the 
Whigs  having  still  a  small  parliamentary  majority,  and  being  able  to  carry  on  the 
Government,  yet  that,  at  a  subsequent  period,  when  Sir  Robert  Peel  came  into 
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power,  backer!  by  a  considerable  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  his 
demand  was  coniplied  with.  The  sentence  immediately  following  that  (]iioted  by 
you  is,  "not  complied  with  at  first  certainly,  but  ultimately."  Desirous  at  all 
times  to  avoid  making  personal  attacks  upon  individuals,  I  should  not  have 
inserted  the  passage  alluded  to  had  I  conceived  it  to  reflect  upon  your  character  as 
a  gentleman  or  a  man  of  veracity.  1  looked  upon  it  then,  and  continue  to  do, 
merely  as  a  refutation  of  a  Jhls,'  position  taken  by  you  in  an  argument  on  a 
political  question.  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  consider  this  explanation  as 
satisfactory,  and 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  IIINCKS. 

Ogle  R.  Gowan,  Esq., 
Kingston. 

Kingston,  March  17th,  1844. 
Sir, — Col.  Gowan  has  handed  to  me  your  letter  of  the  14th  instr.nt,  in  which 
you  state  that  if  you  gave  up  the  name  of  the  author  of  the  offensive  paragraph, 
he  could  not  "ask  from  him  any  explanation,"  and  th.at  you  would  not  have 
inserted  it  had  you  conceived  it  to  have  reflected  upon  his  chamcter  as  a  gentle- 
man or  a  man  of  veracity. 

Under  such  circumstances  I  have  to  ask  of  you  to  do  the  simple  act  of  justice 
to  Col.  (Jowan,  of  publishing  this  correspondence  in  the  paper  which  gave 
currency  to  the  offensive  imputation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  WEATHERLEY. 
Hon.  F.  Ilincks,  M.P. 


Mr.  Dnmimond  was  in  due  course  elected  by  a  majority  of  nearly 
1,000,  but  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  violence  at  the  polls,  at 
one  of  which  a  peaceable  French-Canadian  elector  was  killed  by  the 
military,  after  the  Riot  Act  had  been  read  by  a  magistrate.  The 
newspapers  sujjporting  the  Government  pretended  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Molson  had  a  majority  of  the  votes,  but  there  was  no  getting 
over  the  fact  that  the  French-Canadians  and  Irish  were  acting  in 
concert,  and  that  they  had  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  votes. 
It  was  shown  that  when,  in  former  times,  the  city  had  been  divided 
into  two  wards,  East  and  West,  and  when  it  was  well  known  tliat  the 
bulk  of  the  voters  of  British  origin  were  resident  in  the  W'est,  and 
when  Mr.  Papineau  was  opposed  by  an  Irish  candidate,  who  r  ceived 
the  votes  of  his  countrymen,  he  was  nevertheless  elected.  It  was 
moreover  shown  that  nut  only  was  there  union  between  the  French- 
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Canadians  and  the  Irish,  but  that  several  gentlemen  of  other  origins 
felt  it  tlicir  duty  U)  sui)i)ort  the  constitutional  i)rin<:iple  which  was 
then  at  stake.  Prominent  among  these  gentlemen  was  a  young 
advocate,  who,  I  am  haj)py  to  state,  is  still  living  among  us,  having 
retired  iiito  private  life  after  a  highly  honorable  career  at  the  Bar 
and  on  the  Bench.  I  refer  to  Mr.  Justice  iMackay,  who,  at  one  of 
Mr.  Drununond's  meetings,  delivered  a  sj)eech  which  even  now  is 
well  worthy  of  jn-rusul,  and  which,  at  the  period  of  its  delivery,  must 
have  jirodiiced  a  powerful  effect.  1  cannot  but  think  that  it  deserves 
a  place  in  Uiese  Reminiscences. 

Sl'EECH   OK   MR.    MACKAY,    ADVOCATE,    AT  THK   LATE   MEETING   AT   THE 

HAY.MARKET. 

Mr.  Ma':kav,  Advocate,  \->e\nf>  called  for,  said  ho  had  much  pleasure  in 
statii..,'  ti.f  views  lie  took  of  Responsible  Government,  and  of  wliat  was  pasting 
in  the  I'luvit.ce.  He  believed  that  no  ()r.e  in  tlio  immense  and  respectable 
asicnibLitje  i.e  saw  before  him  would  say  that  lie  uas  iinpelle<l  by  selhsli  motives 
to  entertain  the  opinions  which  lie  did.  He  did  not  think  th.it  any  one  wi.o  knew 
him  \vo.;ld  say  that  he  was  seeking  for  an  oflice.  (Loud  ciies  of  no  !  no  ! )  He 
said  tl..it  what  we  had  principally  to  enquire  was,  "were  the  late  Ministers 
rij^hl?"    And  he  contended  that  they  were.     Il  was  idle  to  arjjue  aa  to  wi. ether 

or  not  K<.spunsible   (.ovevnmtnt  had  been  formally  conceded   to  the  Loio.iy, 

there  was  one  thing  eerldin,  it  had  been  put  into  working.  Sir  Charles  bugot 
professed  3s  long  as  he  lived  to  govern  the  country  by  the  advice  of  Cuu!iCi,Iors 
posse  >ing  the  contiilence  of  the  people  ;  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  assumed  the  Covcrn- 
nient  to  eairy  it  on  in  the  same  way,  and  yet  subsequently  wished  tu  di-.,)ose  of 
the  clii^f  offices  in  tl.e  Province  at  his  sole  pleasure.  One  of  the  jirincijial  offices 
was  otlercd  to  Mr.  Sherwood,  and  the  first  intimation  tlut  the  ailviscr.i  of  the 
Government  received  of  the  fact  was  from  Mr.  Sherwood  himself.  Wai  not  the 
Governor  wrong  here  ? — (Loud  cries  of  yes  !  yes!)  Is  he  not  insulting  our  under- 
stand.ngs  by  telhng  us  that  he  wants  to  carry  out  Responsible  Government  ' 
(Ves !  yes!)  Yes,  gentleman,  he  insults  us  after  injuring  us.  He  dues  insult 
common-sense.  Well,  genlleiiien,  were  the  Ministers  wrong  in  saying  that  they 
could  not,  after  this,  stay  in  office?  (No!  no!)  Gentkmeii,  they  had  noti.ing 
else  to  do  but  to  resign. — He  (Mr.  Mackay)  has  always  been  of  this  opinion 
since  he  heard  of  their  resignation.  Mr.  Cherrier  approved  higlily  of  the  resigna- 
tion (at  the  t;me)  to  him  (Mr.  M.),  but  he  has  changed  his  opinion  since.  Having 
all  the  buiden  of  the  Government  on  their  shoulders,  the  Ministers  had  a  r.c'ht  to 
insist  upon  being  consulted  before  any  appointment  was  made.  In  Enghnd  would 
the  Queen  dream  of  appointing  Lord  Brougham  Chancellor  during  an  adminis- 
tration of  Sir  Robert  Peel  ?  Is  there  an  Englishman  heic  who  will  deny  that  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  in  such  a  case,  would  resign  ?  And  the  people  of  England  would 
be  with  him,  and  Englishmen  would  understand  too  well  the  Constitution  to  cry 
out  that  he  was  making  a  tool  of  the  Queen. — (Cheers.)  He  (Mr.  M.)  went 
further — he  said  that  if  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  such  a  ca!,e  did  resign,  he  would  not 
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again  accept  office,  before  obtaining  a  promise  that,  while  he  should  hold  office, 
he  sliould  be  CDnsulttil  before  any  appointments  should  be  made.  Offering  to 
sene  the  Government  he  might,  nay,  he  ivciihi,  stipulate  conditions  of  service. — 
(Three  cheers  for  Sir  R.  I'eol.)  lUit  Mr,  Mulson's  friends  say  the  prerogative  is 
attacked  Do  they  know  what  it  means?  lie  (Mr.  M.)  would  like  them  to 
delinc  it.  In  Knt;laii  I,  t!ie  people  are  not  such  great  sticklers  for  the  prerogative 
as  Mr.  Molson's  friends  and  Sir  C.  Metcalfe.  Seventy-five,  or  more,  years  ago, 
it  was  not  thought  rebellious  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  pass  a  resolution 
avowt'dly  to  diminish  th.;  prerogative.  (Cheers.)  He  (Mr.  M.)  repeated,  the 
Minister.s  did  nut  attack  the  prerogative.  But  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  is  daily 
attacking  it.  His  principles  are  any  other  than  monarchical.  He  (.\Ir.  M. )  took 
him  to  be  a  Republican,  ((irea,.  cheering.)  The  true  Hritish  maxim  is,  "  The 
King  can  do  no  wrong — his  Ministers  are  responsible."  It  was  this  constitutional 
doctrine  that  the  Ministers  wished  admitted.  Hut  unless  the  Ministers  be  consulted, 
how  can  they  be  held  responsible  ?  Sir  Charles  did  or  did  not  consult 
the  late  Ministers,  just  as  he  pleased,  and  since  they  have  resigned  he 
has  been  carrying  on  the  Government  alone,  or  very  nearly  so — at  any  rate, 
in  such  a  way  as  to  be  liable  to  be  held  directly  responsible  to  the  people. 
He  is  violating  the  Constitution.  Many  of  Mr.  Molson's  friends  admit  mat 
the  Jfinisters  did  not  .attack  the  prerogative — yet  they  join  in  the  cry  !  Many 
of  them  admit  that  it  is  probable  the  split  arose  from  the  Governor's  dislike  to 
men,  and  yet  they  have  not  the  manliness  to  come  forward  against  him.  Others 
of  Mr.  Molson's  friends  made  speeches  at  the  Bagot  demonstration,  in  the  St. 
Ann's  Market,  and  will  any  man  say  that  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  policy  is  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe's  ?  (No,  no.)  Uader  Responsible  Government  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  Governors  is  clear,  none  coming  here  should  seek  more  than  the 
thanks  of  the  majority — and,  as  long  as  he  acts  by  the  advice  of  Councillors 
possessing  the  confidence  of  the  majority,  he  cannot  fail  to  secure  the  best 
approval  of  his  Administration,  the  approval  of  the  majority.  But  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe  has  joined  the  minority,  and  has  turned  leader  of  that  minority  !  He 
thinks  this  entitles  him  to  insii!^  the  majority,  and  so  he  does  insult  them  every 
day.  Responsible  Governmen.  has  worked  well ;  never  was  such  harmony  in 
the  country  as  under  it — all  ancient  feuds  were  forgotten  ;  it  remains  only  for  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe  to  revive  them  He  (Mr.  Mackay)  would  conclude  by  a  few 
observations  on  the  merits  of  the  candidates  for  election.  A  merchant  is  wiinted, 
it  is  said, — "a  lawyer  won't  do."  It  was  not  so  formerly, — and  will  anybody, 
not  a  partizan  of  Mr.  Molson,  be  so  foolhardy  as  to  assert  that  the  class  of  mer- 
chants is  better  fitted  to  decide  constitutional  questions  than  the  class  of  lawyers 
— (no  !  no  ! )  Men  charged  with  political  offences  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
resorting  to  the  merchants  to  defend  them.  Did  the  traversers,  in  Dublin,  go  to 
merchants  ?  Could  any  merchant  in  the  world  have  made  the  speech  that  Sheil 
r'.;d?  (Loud  cheers.  Three  cheers  for  Sheil.)  A  great  constitutional  point  is 
probably  to  be  settled  in  the  next  Session,  and  it  would  have  been  just  as  wise  for 
tht  traversers  to  have  gone  to  the  merchants,  as  for  us  now  to  send  a  merchant  to 
PfArliament . 

Mr.  Mackay  concluded  by  stating  that  he  should  vote  for  Mr.  Drummond  ;  and 
sat  down  amidst  loud  and  long  continued  cheering . 


SlU    FliANCIS    IIINCKS,    K.C.M.G.,    CD. 


133 


Those  who  are  able  to  institute  a  comparison  between  the  elections 
forty  and  fifty  years  ago  and  those  of  the  present  ilay  will,  1  venture 
to  think,  concur  with  me  in  opinion  tiiat  the  intluence  of  money  has 
been  to  a  great  extent  substituted  for  that  of  force.  They  will  pro- 
bably be  of  the  opinion,  likewise,  that  the  violence  was  more  calcu- 
lated to  produce  personal  animosity.  I,  unfortunately,  took  up  my 
residence  in  Montreal  at  a  jjcriod  of  intense  political  excitement,  and 
I  have  had  reason  in  later  years  to  believe  that  1  was  much 
misunderstood.  The  general  cry  in  those  days  of  the  supporters  of 
the  Government  was  "  loyalty,"  and  it  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  firmly 
believed  by  those  who  rallied  under  it,  that  their  opponents  were 
bent  on  separation.  Singularly  enough,  it  became  the  duty,  a  few 
years  later,  of  those  who  had  been  charged  with  disloyalty  to  advise 
the  ilismissal  from  the  magistracy,  the  militia,  and  other  offices  under 
the  Crown,  of  several  of  the  very  jiersons  who  had  been  the  most 
ardent  Loyalists,  but  who,  in  a  moment  of  despair  caused  by  commer- 
cial depression,  unadvisedly  placed  their  signatures  to  the  Annexation 
Manifesto  of  1849.  Since  my  retirement  from  public  life  1  have 
been  again  a  citizen  of  Ah)ntreal,and  have  had  many  opportunities  of 
discussing  the  events  which  took  j)lace  during  my  former  residence 
there.  1  have  contracted  personal  friendships  with  gentlemen  to 
whom  I  was  at  that  period  violently  o])])osed,  and  my  conviction  is 
that  on  both  sides  there  was  a  great  deal  of  misconcejjtion.  I  have 
formed  a  very  sincere  personal  regard  for  several  of  my  old  oi)po- 
iients,  and  have  no  reason  to  doubl  that  it  has  been  reci])rocated. 

The  well-known  practice  which  had  been  followed  for  a  long  period 
of  years  in  the  Mother  Country,  of  entrusting  the  formation  of  a 
new  Administration  to  some  statesman  of  high  standing,  was  entirely 
repudiated  by  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe.  The  Administration  which  he 
found  in  office  resigned  on  the  27th  November,  1843,  with  the  single 
exception  of  Mr.  Daly,  who  had  no  colleague  until  the  12th  Decem- 
ber, when  Mr.  D.  B.  Viger  was  sworn  in  as  President  of  the  Council, 
and  Mr.  Draper  as  Executive  Councillor,  witiiout  ofiice.  From  that 
time  until  the  2nd  September,  1844,  there  vvere  no  heads  of  de|)art- 
nients  in  law  or  finance,  a  state  of  affairs  wholly  unprecedented.  It 
is,  of  course,  impossible  for  me  to  do  more  than  surmise  the  object 
of  the  extraordinary  tactics  of  the  Governor  and  his  advisers.  It 
may  fairly  be  assumed  that  in  a  very  short  time  they  all  became  con- 
vinced that  it  was  impossible  to  find  members  of  the  existing  House 
of  Assembly  belonging  to  the  Liberal  party  who  would  take  office 

J 


134 


REMINISCENCES  IN   THE   LIFE   OF 


i  II 


: 


m 

''4\ 


with  the  certainty  of  being  in  a  minority  in  the  House  of  Assembly, 
and  with  the  knowledge  that  they  would  have  to  seek  re-election  from 
Reform  constituencies,  at  a  time  when  the  popular  feeling  was  strongly 
antagonistic  to  Sir  Cliarles  Metcalfe.  There  can  be  little  doul)t  that 
from  the  first  Mr.  Draper's  opinion  was  in  favor  of  an  appeal  to  the 
people,  and  it  is  well  known  that  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe  was  reluctant 
to  take  a  step  which,  if  unsuccessful,  would  have  been  fatal  to  his  repu- 
tation. A  period  of  nearly  twelve  months  elapsed  between  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  Ministers  and  the  election  of  the  second  Union  Parliament. 
During  that  period  no  effort  had  been  spared  to  divide  the  French- 
Canadians,  although  without  success.  It  gave  time  for  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe  to  obtain  the  endorsation  of  his  policy  by  the  Imperial  Min- 
istry, as  well  as  by  leading  members  of  the  Opposition  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  Even  Mr.  Charles  Buller,  who  had  been  Secretary  under 
Lord  Durham,  and  who  professed  .adherence  to  Responsible  Gov- 
ernment, made  a  strong  speech  against  the  ex-Ministers,  based 
entirely  on  misconception  as  to  facts.  He  actually  went  so  far  as  to 
refer  to  one  of  the  most  flagrant  cases  of  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's 
exhibition  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Ministry,  viz.,  the  offer  to  Judge 
Sherwood  of  the  Speakership  of  the  legislative  Council,  without  their 
knowledge  or  consent ;  and,  after  pronouncing  this  a  proceeding 
wholly  unwarranted,  to  charge  uix)n  the  Ministers  that  they  had 
condoned  it,  instead  of  resigning  at  once,  and  that  it  was  an  after- 
thought their  bringing  it  forward  subsequently.  Thus  the  \ery  mod- 
eration of  the  Ministers,  and  their  repugnance  to  adopt  what  they 
knew  would  be  held  by  many  to  be  an  extreme  course,  was  imputed 
to  them  as  an  error  by  one  on  whose  support  they  had  a  just  right 
to  rely.  Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Roebuck  were  left  almost  alone  as  the 
advocates  of  the  Canadian  Liberals  at  this  crisis,  but  the  opinion  of 
all  the  friends  of  the  cause  in  this  country  had  always  been  that  the 
battle  must  be  fought  at  the  polls  by  the  Canadian  electors,  and  I 
must  acknowledge  that  I,  for  one,  had  implicit  confidence  in  the 
result.  At  last,  on  2nd  September,  1844,  ^ri  Administration,  if  it  de- 
serve the  name,  was  announced.  It  consisted  of  six  members,  four 
of  whom  were  from  Lower  Canada,  viz.,  Messrs.  Daly,  D.  B.  Viger, 
D.  B.  Papineau  and  James  Smith,  the  last  named  gentleman  being 
Attorney-General.  From  Upper  Canada  there  were  two  Ministers, 
both  in  the  Legislative  Council,  viz.,  Messrs.  Draper  and  William 
Morris.  The  cause  of  this  arrangement  was  obvious.  Until  after 
the  elections  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  appoint  Conservative 
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Ministers,  and  no  Refornur  would  accept  office.  Tlie  result  of  the 
elections  was  a  small  majority  in  favor  of  the  Administration,  which 
was  obtained  entirely  in  Upper  Canada,  the  majority  in  Lower 
Canada  having  been  in  favor  of  the  ex-Ministers.  After  the  elections 
Mr.  \V.  I].  Robinson,  Meml)er  for  the  County  of  Simcoe,  and  who 
had  been  during  many  years  identified  with  the  Conservative  party, 
accepted  office  as  Inspector-General,  but  found  himself  compelled  to 
resign  during  the  Session  of  Parliament  which  followed.  He  was 
unable  to  concur  in  Mr.  Draper's  Bill  for  settling  the  University 
question,  which  failed  to  give  satisfaction  either  to  the  extreme  Con- 
servatives or  the  Reformers,  and  was  finally  withdrawn. 

I    have   already   noticed   my   defeat  in   Oxford   at   the    general 
election    in   1844,   by    a  narrow  majority,  and  have  stated   that  I 
would  have  obtained  the  seat  on  a  scrutiny  but  for  an  act  for  which 
I  have  never  been  able  to  find  a  precedent.     This  seems  the  proper 
place  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  circumstances.     My  petition  was  pre- 
sented in  due  course  in  the  first  Session   of  the  Second  Parliament, 
and  a  committee  Avas  struck  to  try  the  election.     That  committee 
was  adjourned  until  the  following  Session,  to  enable  commissioners 
to  take  evidence  in  the  county  on   the   disputed  votes.     When  the 
committee  met,  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  next  Session,  one  of  the 
menjoers,  who  usually  voted  with  the  Opposition,  was  absent,  and 
after  a  few  days  delay  his  attendance  was  excused,  so  that  the  com- 
mittee was  reduced  in  number  to  ten,  five  of  whom  were  my  political 
opponent"?,  and  five,  including  the  Chairman,  my  political  friends. 
Of  the  votes  objected  to  by  me,  and  investigated  by  the  committee, 
all  but  three   were  on  the  ground  either  that  the  voters  had  no  free- 
holds at  all,  or  freeholds  not  of  the  value  of  40  shillings,  which  was 
the  qualification  at  the  time.     The  majority  against  me  at  the  elec- 
tion was  20.  and  I  succeeded  in  striking  off  28,  thus  placing  myself 
in  a  majority.      yU'  voters  were  objected  to  solely  on  the  ground  of 
their  being  aliens,  and  it  was  held  by  the  Conservative  members  of 
the  committee  that,   unless  there  was  proof  that  an  alien  voter  had 
taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  he  was  disqualified.     The  Returning- 
Officer  and  his  deputies   were    both  empowered  and   required    to 
administer  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  which  was  a  suflficient  qualification 
for  all  foreigners  who  had  been  residents  of  Canada  prior  to  the  year 
1820.     It  was  one  of  the  allegations  in  my  petition  that  a  number 
of  electors  duly  qualified  as  to  property  had  been  deprived  of  their 
votes,  owing  to  the  refusal   of  the   Deputy-Returning  Officers   to 
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administer  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  when  required.  I  was  advised 
that  on  this  ground  the  election  should  be  set  aside,  even  if  I  failed 
to  obtain  a  majority  on  the  scrutiny.  As  the  objections  to  my  voters 
were  solely  on  the  ground  of  want  of  proof  that  they  had  taken  the 
Oath  of  Allegiance,  the  views  of  the  committee  on  that  point  were 
of  importance,  and  it  soon  became  known  that  the  fate  of  the  election 
depended  on  Mr.  J.  P.  Roblin,  member  for  the  County  of  Prince 
Edward,  who,  although  elected  as  a  Reformer,  and  professing  to  be 
one,  was  what  was  generally  known  at  the  time  as  "  a  loose  fish." 
The  Chairman  of  the  committee  was  Mr.  Chauveau,  the  present 
sheriff  of  Montreal,  and  he  had  a  casting-vote,  when  the  committee 
was  equally  divided.  Twenty-six  of  my  votes  were  investigated  by 
this  committee,  14  of  which  were  declared  good  by  the  casting-vote 
of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Roblin  voting  with  the  Liberal  members,  while 
12  were  struck  off,  owing  to  Mr.  Roblin's  joining  the  five  Conserva- 
tives. During  all  this  time  Mr.  Roblin  spoke  freely  of  his  own  heavy 
responsibility,  having  virtually  the  casting-vote.  At  last  the  secret 
was  disclosed.  It  became  known  one  morning  that  Mr.  Roblin  had 
left  town  suddenly,  having  obtained  three  offices,  for  which  he  had 
been  negotiating  while  holding  the  balance  of  power  on  the  commit- 
tee. He  had  at  first  been  offered  two  offices,  but  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  three.  It  was,  of  course,  useless  for  me  to  continue  the 
scrutiny,  and  I  ther'_'fore  pressed  a  decision  on  the  voiding  of  the 
election  on  the  ground  of  the  illegal  conduct  of  the  Deputy  Return- 
ing-Officers.  This  the  committee  refused,  on  a  division  of  6  to  3, 
and  I  thought  myself  very  fortunate  that  the  petition  was  not  declared 
"  frivolous  and  vexatious, "  which  it  might  have  been,  if  Mr.  Rid- 
del's nominee,  the  late  Sir  Henry  Smith,  had  not  been  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  too  bad  to  throw  the  sitting  member's  costs  on  me 
in  addition  to  depriving  me  of  a  seat  to  which  I  believe  I  was  justly 
entitled.  With  this  preface,  I  shall  reproduce  the  history  of  the  case, 
and  it  will  appear  from  some  extracts  from  a  Conservative  paper  that 
it  was  generally  admitted  that  my  exclusion  from  Parliament  was  the 
real  object  contemplated  by  conferring  office  on  Mr.  Roblin. 

The  first  extract  is  a  history  of  the  election,  which  I  wrote 
immediately  after  its  close  : 

We  shall  state  a  very  few  facts  regardirif;  the  Oxford  election.  Then  ..re  1 1 
townships  in  the  County.  At  the  last  general  election  Mr.  Hincks  had  a  majority 
in  7  of  them,  viz.  :  Norwich,  Oakland,  Burford,  Dereham,  East  and  West  Oxford, 
and  Zorra.     He  was  in  a  minority  in  Nissouri,  Noith  0,\ford,  Blandford,  includ- 
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ini;  the  town  of  Woodstock  and  nienheim.  At  the  present  election  his  majority 
in  the  first-named  townships,  viz,;  Norwich,  Oakland,  IJurford,  Dereham,  East 
and  West  Oxford  was  increased  from  95  to  150.  In  Blenheim  there  was  a  Tory 
majority  in  1841  of  25,  and  at  the  late  election  a  majority  for  Mr.  Hincks  of  3. 
In  Nissouri  there  was  a  smaller  majority  for  Mr.  Riddell  than  for  Mr.  Carroll  in 
1841.  Even  in  Blandford,  the  stronghold  of  Toryism,  Mr.  Hincks  would  have 
reduced  the  Tory  majority  considerably  but  for  a  number  of  illegal  voles.  In 
Zorra,  instead  of  a  majority  of  14,  which  Mr.  Hincks  had  in  1841,  there  was  a 
ninjorily  of  117  against  him.  It  nmst  then  be  pretty  obvious  that  there  has  been 
little  ]X)litical  reaction  in  the  County  of  Oxford.  The  Zorra  Highlanders,  to  whom 
Mr.  Riddell  is  indebted  for  his  seat,  are  not  Tories,  and  were  not  in  the  least 
influenced  in  their  votes  by  the  Ministerial  crisis.  The  Woodstock  f/cra/ti  agrees, 
witii  us  that  the  Game  Bill  was  one  of  the  best  electioneering  cries  for  the  Tories. 
There  were,  however,  others,  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  allude  to,  further 
than  to  state  that  the  same  falsehoods  that  were  circulated  in  other  parts  of  Upper 
Canada  were  industriously  spread  through  all  parts  of  the  County  of  Oxford. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  nothing  could  have  gone  oT  more 
peaceably  than  the  Oxford  election.  We  did  not  hear  of  a  blow  being  struck  nor 
even  an  angry  word  uttered.  We  attended  personally  at  the  polling-place  in 
Zorra,  where  our  opponent  Mr.  Riddell  and  several  of  his  friends  were  also  present. 
There  was  not  even  a  dispute  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  polling.  Mi'. 
Riddell,  as  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  Woodstock  papers,  both  opposed  to 
Mr.  Hincks,  publicly  complimented  him  on  his  conduct  throughout  the  election, 
and  referred  particularly  to  his  havintr  attended  the  polling-place,  where  tlie 
greatest  hostdity  was  manifested.  It  might  have  been  added  that  up  to  the 
moment  of  voting  we  had  every  reason  to  expect  a  very  different  result  in  that 
township.  We  are  sure  that  we  shall  be  pardoned  for  alluding  to  the  foregoing 
ciicum stances  by  those  who  have  witnessed  the  systematic  attempts  of  the  Tory 
press  of  this  city  to  destroy  our  private  character,  and  to  represent  us  as  one 
incapable  of  acting  in  a  manner  becoming  a  gentleman.  It  is  satisfactory  for  us 
to  reflect  that  we  have  gone  through  the  ordeal  of  three  contested  elections  with- 
out one  of  our  opponents  in  the  County  of  Oxford  being  able  to  advance  such  a 
charge,  and  that,  so  far  from  there  being  any  personal  hostility  to  us  there,  we 
parted  on  good  terms  not  only  with  our  opponent,  but  with  his  leading  friends  from 
all  parts  of  the  county.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  for  us  here  to  acknowledge  the 
courtesy  with  which  we  have  invariably  bien  treated  by  our  political  opponents  in 
the  County  of  Oxford,  and  the  very  gentlemanly  behaviour,  during  the  late  election, 
of  Mr.  Riddell  and  his  friends.  We  have  already  borne  our  testimony  to  it 
publicly  on  the  hustings. 

The  Woodstock  Monarch  has  misunderstood  some  of  our  remarks  on  that 
occasion,  and  we  think  it  only  just  to  correct  him.  In  referring  to  our  proitst  we 
stated  that  it  was  drawn  out  in  general  terms,  and  that  we  did  not  pretend  to  say 
that  every  thing  in  it  could  be  sustained.  We  rely  altogether  on  the  scrutiny  of 
votes,  being  aware  that  many  good  votes  tendered  for  us  were  refused,  and  that  bad 
votes  were  recorded  for  Mr.  Riddell.  We  do  not  wish  our  opponents  to  deceive 
themselves  by  thinking  the  protest  a  mere  matter  of  form.     They  may  be  assured 
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that  it    will   be  vigorously  followed    up,    and    may  piepaie  themselves   accord- 
ingly. 

The  following  notices  of  Mr.  Roblin's  appointment  I   published  in 
T/ie  Pilot  : 

Mr.  John  P.  Roblin,  member  for  Prince  Edward,  has  vacated  his  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment by  acceptinjj  the  offices  of  (.'ollector  of  Customs  at  I'icton,  Ke^'istrar  of  the 
County  of  Prince  Kdward,  and  Agent  for  Crown  Lands  in  the  District  of  the  same 
name.  This  has  caused  surprise  to  many,  but  not,  we  confess,  to  us.  The  readers 
of  this  journal,  and  Mr.  Roblin  himself,  are  well  aware  that  we  have  not  for  some 
time  back  pretended  to  place  any  pidilical  confidence  in  him,  or  to  look  on  him 
in  the  liirht  of  a  memlwr  of  the  Reform  party.  It  may  be  a  matter  of  some  interest 
to  know,  when  liis  negotiations  for  office  actually  coininenced,  and  numerous  con- 
jectures are  aihiat  on  the  subject.  It  is  said  by  some  that  his  vote  on  the  Clergy 
Reserve  I'ill  Inst  Session,  given,  as  we  stated  at  the  time,  in  direct  opposition  to  a 
pledge  made  the  day  before  at  .1  meeting  of  his  political  friends,  was  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  promise  that  he  should  get  otTice  ;  others  affirm  that  his  position  on 
the  Oxford  Election  Committee  was  the  key  by  means  of  which  he  unlocked  the 
door  which  guards  Executive  patronage.  Mr.  Roblin's  position  on  the  Oxford 
Committee  renders  it  a  matter  of  delicacy  for  us  to  say  one  word  on  the  subject. 
^Ve  feel  that  our  remarks  will  be  attributed  by  many  to  personal  disappointment, 
and  yet  we  cannot  discharge  our  duty  as  a  conductor  of  the  press  without  saying 
something. 

We  do  not  believe  that  in  Englaiul  such  a  proceeding  as  that    on  which    we  are 
now  called  on  to  comment  would   be  tolerated  for  a  moment.    Let  us  give  a  plain 
statement  of  facts.     A  contested  election  is  in  tiie  course  of  trial,  in  which  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition  paity  is  the  petitioner.     It  is  not  concealed  that  the  Admin- 
istration party  are  most  anxious  to  keep  tiiat  individual    out   of  the   House.     The 
Committee    is    com|iosed  ol    ten  members,  five  of  whom   are    sujiporters  of  the 
administration,  four,  inchuHng  the  Chairman, of  the  Opposition, and  Mr.  J.  P.  Roblin 
who,  altiiough  returned  to  Parliament  as  an  ojiponent  of  the  present  Ministry,  has 
been  n  "  loose  fish."     Without  wishing  for  one  moment  to  impute  corrupt  motives 
to  ail}  member  of  the  Committee,  it  is  a  fait  bcyomi  dispute  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  five  Conservat.ve  members  have  divided  together,  and  the  four  Opposition 
members  together.     One  important  branch  of  the  Oxford  scrutiny  was  the  rijiht  to 
vote  of  certain  individuals  alleged  by  one  party  to  be  aliens,  by  the  other  t.)  be 
iiatiiializeci  suhjcets.     Now  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  one  that  this   is  jirecisely 
one  of  tho-e  questions  on  which  the  political  opinions  of  Mr.  Sherwood  and  Mr. 
Dickson  would  lead  tliem  to  take  a  different  view  from  Mr.  Baldwin.     Politicians 
who  liad  always  opposed  the  naturalization  of  the  classes  in  question  would  natur- 
ally lean  against  the  franchise,  those  who  had  been  in  f.ivour  of  admitting  them  to 
the  rights   of  subjects  would  lean  in  flavour  of  the  franchise.     Both   parties  might 
act  quite  conscientiously,  and  yet  differ  very  widely  ;  on  this  point,  however,  the 
election  was  likely  to  turn.     If  on  questions  of  this  or  any  other  kind  Mr.  Roblin 
voted  with  th;  Opposition  members,  the  casting  vote  of  the  Chairman  gave  them  a 
majority  ;  by  his  removal  from  the  committee  the  Ministerial  party  has  obtained 
the  majority. 
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The  practical  effect  of  Mr.  Robliii's  acceptance  of  office  may  be  to  change  the 
decision  of  an  election  committee,  in  which  an  opponent  of  Government  is  inter- 
ested. We  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Roblin  himself,  or  any  of  his  friends,  will  say 
that  we  have  in  the  slightest  degree  exaggerated  a  single  fact  connected  with  the 
Oxford  Election  Committee.  It  would  be  unbecoming  in  us,  while  the  question  is 
still  pending,  to  expre.ss  any  opinion  as  to  the'prol)able,result,  or  as  to  the  etTect  of 
Mr.  Roblin's  retirement,  but  we  must  say  that  no  English  Ministry  would  dare, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  appoint  a  member  of  Parliament,  serving  on  an  Elec- 
tion Committee,  to  an  office  which  would  vacate  his  seat.  There  could  have  been 
no  ii/ct'ssity  for  the  appointment  taking  place  before  the  end  of  the  Session,  and  we  are 
justified  in  stating  that  but  one  opinion  prevails  in  the  House,  viz.,  that  it  was  pur- 
posely made  at  this  time  to  prevent  Mr.  Roblin's  further  attendance  on  the  Oxford 
Comnnittee,  and  thereby  to  secure  a  majority  of  the  supporters  of  the  Administra- 
tion. 

It  is  now  well  known  that  Mr.  Roblin  has  been  for  some  weeks  in  treaty  for 
office,  that  he  was  pressed  to  accept  the  Collectorship  of  Customs  combined  with 
the  Agency  of  Crown  Lands,  but  that  he  insisted  on  having  the  Kegistrarship  in 
addition,  ere  he  would  consent  to  resign.  Mr.  Roblin  has  always  denounced. 
plurality  of  offices,  and  although  we  think  the  cry  of  plurality  is  not  always  justly 
raised,  we  must  say  that  we  do  not  think  the  offices  of  Registrar  and  Collector 
should  have  been  united. 

Putting  the  circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Roblin  accepted  office  out  of  view, 
we  should  not  have  been  sorry  that  after  many  years  devoted  to  the  public  service 
he  had  been  .ippointed  to  office  in  his  own  District.  In  private  life  he  has  always 
been  much  esteemed,  and,  although  we  have  occasionally  been  severe  on  him  as  a 
politician,  we  have  ever  entertained  a  warm  personal  regard  for  him,  and  we  can- 
not close  our  remarks  without  admitting  that  we  believe  he  will  discharge  his 
official  duties  with  impartiality  and  integrity.  On  private  grounds  we  shall  always 
be  glad  to  hear  of  his  prosperity,  but  we  are  sorry  that  his  public  career  should 
have  terminated  as  it  has  done.  We  feel  assured  that  the  Reformers  of  Upper 
Canada  will  feel  deep  indignation  at  his  retirement  under  existing  circumstances. 
Much,  however,  as  Mr.  Roblin  deserves  blame,  it  is  on  the  Ministry  that  public 
indignation  ought  principally  to  fall.  It  was  they  who  took  advantage  of  cir- 
cumstances to  force  Mr.  Roblin  to  a  line  of  conduct  that  he  himself  must  feel  has 
been  anything  but  correct.  Mr.  Roblin  has  been  for  some  time  anxious  to  retire 
from  public  life,  and  was  naturally  enough  quite  willing  to  obtain  office  ;  the  Min- 
isters knew  all  this,  and  were  enabled  to  stipulate  for  his  immediate  retirement  as 
the  only  condition  on  which  the  offices  would  be  given  to  him.  By  the  way  the 
Registrarship  will  not  be  vacant  until  the  new  Act  comes  into  force  at  the  end  of  the 
session. 

We  have  endeavoured  in  treating  of  the  subject  of  Mr.  Roblin's  retirement  to  do 
so  as  a  disinterested  party,  indeed  if  we  had  had  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter 
we  should  have  been  much  more  severe.  We  may  say  further,  that  we  are  uncon- 
scious of  entertaining  any  personal  feeling  towards  Mr.  Roblin  different  from  what 
we  have  always  felt.  He  is  a  worthy  man  in  all  his  private  relations,  but  a  miser- 
able politician.     His  excuse  has  always  been  that  he  has  had  "  a  peculiar  const itu- 
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f«fj',"and  this  term  has  become  a  sort  of  by-word  among  politicians  when  speaking 
of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward. 

The  question  now  is  what  will  the  *'  peculiar  cciistittteiicy"  do  ? — will  the''  send  a 
Tory  or  Reformer,  or  another  "  loose  fisli  "  to  represent  their  peculiarities,  and 
who,  by  siding  with  neither  of  the  great  political  parlies,  will  make  it  worth  a 
Minister's  while  to  purchase  him  for  a  reasonable  con-si-de-ra-ti-on  ? 

OXFORD  ELECTION  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee,  wliich  since  Mr.  Roblin's  sudden  departure  has  been  obliged 
to  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  owing  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Lacoste,  met  on  Tuesday 
morning  for  business.  They  yesterday  came  to  a  final  decision  in  the  case,  and 
reported  t<i  the  House  that  Mr.  Riddell  was  duly  elected,  and  that  neither  the 
petition  nor  the  defence  was  frivolous  an'l  vexatious.  Having  been  left  by  Mr.  Roblin 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  a  Tory  majoniy  in  the  Committee,  we  ought  to  be,  and 
are,  thankful  that  they  forebore  to  mulct  us  with  the  costs.  We  may  probably  lay 
a  statement  of  facts  regarding  the  election  before  the  public  vv'hen  our  columns 
are  less  occupied  than  they  are  at  present.  Those  facts  are  already  well  known 
in  the  county.  We  shall  content  ourselves  with  one  :  The  Deputy  Returning  Offi- 
cer of  the  Township  of  Norwich,  a  partizan  of  Mr.  Riddell,  acting  under  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Riddell's  agent,  Mr.  Robertson,  a  member  of  the  Upper  Canada  bar,  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Returning-Officer,  Mr.  Merigold,  another  partizan  of 
Mr.  Rid<lell,  refused  the  votes  of  persons  born  in  the  United  States,  who  had  been 
in  the  Province  prior  to  1820,  and  who  offered  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance, 
which,  by  the  election  law,  the  Deputy  Returning-Officer  was  specially  directed  to 
administer. 

It  is  notorious  that  the  Township  of  Norwich  has  been  principally  settled  by 
Americans,  who  were  invited  into  the  Province  by  former  Governors,  and  in  whose 
favour  the  Act  of  1828  was  passed.  There  7vas  no  second  opinion  in  the  Committee 
as  to  the  right  of  such  persons  to  vote  on  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  nor  as  to 
its  being  the  duty  of  the  Returning-Officer  to  administer  it.  In  Mr.  Cameron's 
case,  though  he  had  a  majority  of  upwards  of  400,  the  omission  to  take  the  poll 
in  one  or  two  unsettled  townships,  the  whole  number  of  votes  in  which  did  not 
exceed  50,  was  thought  quite  sufficient  to  vitiate  the  election.  In  the  Oxford  case, 
the  sitting  member,  through  his  agent,  induces  the  Returning-Officer  to  disfranchise 
a  large  body  of  the  electors,  and  still  the  election  is  held  good.  In  taking  leave  of 
this  subject  we  can  scarcely  help  referring  to  an  article  which  appeared  in  yester- 
day's 7V///«,  which  we  have  little  doubt  has  caused  the  Ministers  to  cry  out "  save 
us  from  our  friends."     The  following  is  an  extract  : 

"  Our  contemporary  avers  that  Mr.  Roblin,  the  late  member  for  Prince  Edward,  was  appointed 
to  ofTice  for  the  express  purpose  of  keeping  Mr.  Hincks  out  of  Parliament,  he — Mr.  Roblin — 
being  one  of  the  Committee  of  Enquiry  on  the  Oxford  election,  and  his  appointment  having  the 
effect  of  putting  an  end,  for  the  time,  to  all  proceedings  in  the  matter.  The  editor  of  Tfte  Pilot 
has  not  shown  th.it  he  is  entitled  to  advance  so  serious  an  accusation  ag.iinst  the  Ministry  ;  yet  it 
is  only  justice  to  him  to  say  that  many  members  on  both  sides  oj  the  House  agree  with  him 
in  the  opinion  that  his  exclusion  from  Parliament  must  have  been  the  object  contemplated 
by  con/erring  office  on  Mr.  Koblin." 

Our  contemporary,  of  course,  is  quite  of  a  different  opinion.  He  is  desirous  of 
persuading  his  readers  that  his  friends  have  no  desire  whatever  to  keep  Mr.  Hincks 
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out  of  the  House.  Why,  then,  not  have  allowed  Mr.  Rohlin  to  wait  until  the 
Coniniillee  had  reported  ?  Surely  it  was  not  indisjiensahle  that  he  should  be  at 
I'icton  before  the  elosing  of  the  Session,  Hy  the  way,  the  precedent  cited  by  Mr. 
Henry  Smith  is  not  a  case  in  point.  Mr.  Aylwin,  it  is  said,  was  apjiointed  to 
office  in  1843,  when  he  was  nominee  for  Mr.  Dutijan.  Mr.  Aylwin  came  into 
office  owing  to  a  change  of  Administration  ;  and,  however  injurious  it  may  have 
been  to  the  sitting  member  to  lose  his  nominee,  it  was  an  unavoidable  accident, 
such  as  might  happen  anywhere.  No  one  could  argue  for  a  moment  either  that 
Mr.  Aylwin  should  have  refused  office  because  he  was  on  an  election  comnnttee, 
or  that  the  whole  business  of  the  country  should  have  been  suspended  until  the 
committee  had  reported. 

In  Mr.  Roblin's  case  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  immediate  appointment,  and 
the  offer  was  pressed  on  a  member  then  serving  on  an  Election  Committee  etjually 
divided  as  to  parties.  Mr.  Roblin  was  required  \o  go  immediately  to  his  post  as  a 
condition  of  his  appointment,  and  so  anxious  were  the  Ciovernment  to  buy  h.ini 
that  it  is  now  quite  notorious  that  they  tried  hard  to  get  hint  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
CoUectorship  and  Cro7un  Land  Agency,  and  that  he  insisted  on  getting  the  Regis- 
trarship  in  addition,  to  which  they  were  obliged  to  consent.  What  object  had  they 
in  thus  forcing  office  on  Mr.  Roblin?  It  is  doubtful  whether  they  will  get  a  mem- 
ber from  Prince  Edward  who  will  give  them  better  support.  They  must  have  had 
some  object  in  creating  the  vacancy,  or  they  would  not  have  allowed  Mr.  Roblin 
to  dictate  his  terms  ;  they  woukl  have  said  to  an  ordinary  claimant  :  "  We  are 
determined  not  to  unite  the  CoUectorship  and  Registrarship,  you  may  have  one  of 
them  if  you  like,  if  not,  you  may  do  without  either."  Such  would  have  been  their 
language  to  an  ordinary  claimant.  Why,  then,  so  subservient  to  Mr.  Roblin  ?  Can 
their  supporters  offer  any  explanation  ? 

The  following  is  an  account  of  what  took  place  in  the  Hou.se,  and 
I  may  draw  attention  to  an  explanation  of  Mr.  Henry  Smith's  remark 
that  there  was  an  analogy  between  the  case  of  Mr.  Aylwin,  in  1842, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Roblin.  In  Mr.  Aylwin's  case  he  accepted  oflice 
at  a  time  of  political  crisis,  when  there  was  a  change  of  Ministry  in 
which  he  took  part : 

It  will  be  observed  that  special  care  has  been  taken  to  inform  our  contem- 
poraries that  this  decision  was  arrived  at  by  a  majority  of  6  to  3,  the  object  being 
to  persuade  the  public  that  Mr.  Koblin's  absence  had  nothing  to  do  ivith  the  result. 
The  case,  says  the  Herald,  as  we  lately  intimated,  was  "  so  7'ery  clear  as  to  admit  of 
no  other  vino  being  tahen ."  We  wonder  whether  our  contemporary  has  read  the 
evidence,  or  whether  he  really  knows  anything  whatever  about  the  matter.  If  he 
did  he  would  be  aware  that  the  only  evidence  gone  into  by  the  Committee  was 
with  regard  to  the  scrutiny  into  the  votes  given  for  the  sitting  member  and 
petitioner.  Every  vote  was  of  course  decided  on  its  own  merits,  and  the  reference 
to  the  division  of  6  to  3  is  therefore  quite  absurd.  Mr.  Riddell's  majority  on  the 
poll  was  20.  Out  of  46  of  his  votes  investigated  before  the  Committee  28  were 
struck  off,  16  sustained,  and  2  were  under  consideration  when  the  scrutiny  was 
abandoned.     With  3  exceptions  these  votes  were  all  objected  to  on  the  ground 
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either  that  they  were  not  40s.  freeliolders,  or  that  the  parties  had  no  freeholds  at  all 
On  Mr.  Riddell's  part  26  votes  ^iven  for  Mr.  llincks  were  inve^tij^ated,  of 
which  14  were  held  (;ood  and  12  struck  off.  All  these  were  objected  to  as  aliens, 
and  were  decided  to  be  bad  by  the  vote  of  Mr.  Koblin  added  to  the  5  Conservative 
members  of  the  Committee.  On  the  other  hand,  of  the  I4  votes  which  were 
sustained,  nearly  every  one  was  held  j.iood  by  the  castinj^-voteof  the  Chairman,  the 
5  Conservative  members  voting  one  way  and  the  5  Liberals  the  other.  It  thus 
became  notorious  to  everybody  that  Mr.  Roblin  had  the  decision  of  the  I'.lection 
in  his  hands  ;  he  himself  made  no  secret  that  this  was  the  case,  and  often  spoke  of 
his  heavy  responsibility.  No  member  of  the  Committee  f>/if  himself  had  any  con- 
scieucfl     And  yet  all  this  time  he  was  in  treaty  with  the  Government  fir  office  ! 

The  counsel  (or  the  sitting  member  is  as  well  aware  as  the  petitioner  of  the 
difficulties  cau.sed  by  the  extraordinary  decision  of  the  Crmmittee.  There  was  no 
fixed  principle  to  guide  the  parties  to  the  contest  ;  the  Chairman  more  than  once 
announced,  in  reply  to  questions  from  both  parties  ■\%  to  the  grounds  of  decision, 
that  none  could  be  given.  The  consequence  was  that  the  evidence  on  every  vote 
had  to  be  gone  into,  and  to  be  discussed.  Nine  members  of  the  Committee— 5  on 
one  side,  Messrs.  Smith,  Dickson,  Siierwood,  Seymour  and  McConnell  ;  4  on  the 
other,  Messrs.  Chauveau,  the  Chairman,  Haltlwin,  Lantier  and  Lacoste— were 
governed  by  fixed  principles  as  to  the  kind  of  evidence  necessary  to  establish 
alienage,  while  Mr.  Roblin  went  sometimes  one  way  and  sometimes  the  other, 
according  to  his  own  caprice. 

The  scrutinv  was  going  on  very  slowly.  3  or  4  votes  a  day  being  disposed  of, 
and  the  Committee,  from  some  accident  or  another,  sitting  3  or  4  days  every  week 
out  of  6,  when,  owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Sherwood,  the  Committee 
was  adjourned  for  one  week.  Mr.  Riddell,  as  will  be  seen,  was  4  a-head  of  the 
poll  (not  63  as  the  Z/wwhas  announced),  and  two  cases  were  under  consideration. 
It  became  clear  that  at  the  mte  the  Committee  was  proceeding,  and  owing  to  the 
necessity  (in  consequence  of  the  peciduir  views  of  the  member  r^  loenting  the 
peculiar  constituency  of  Prince  Edward)  of  investigating  every  vote  objected  to 
on  the  ground  of  alienage,  it  would  be  impossible  to  close  the  scrutiny  during  the 
present  Session.  Tlie  y)etitioner,  under  these  circumstances,  determined  to  post- 
pone, not  abandon,  as  has  been  said,  the  scrutiny,  and  to  ask  for  a  decision  as  to 
whether  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  make  void  the  election.  He  preferred  a 
new  election  immediately  to  a  delay  of  12  months  longer,  with  the  risk  of  the 
committee  being  dissolved,  and  the  chance,  after  all,  of  an  unfavourable  decision  on 
the  scrutiny.  Such  was  the  position  of  affairs  \vhen  Mr.  Roblin's  immediate 
departure  was  announced.  The  Committee  could  not  meet,  and,  owing  to  Mr. 
Lacoste's  illness,  the  delay  of  another  week  took  place.  So  long  as  Mr.  Roblin 
remained  on  the  Committee,  and  voted  as  he  had  been  doing,  the  result  was  quite 
uncertain.  The  majority  on  either  side  could  not  have  exceeded  5  or  thereabouts. 
Mr.  Roblin's  departure,  owing  to  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee, 
rendered  the  result  of  the  scrutiny  certain,  and  it  would  have  been  a  waste  of  time 
to  have  continued  it.  The  petitioner  might  easily  have  protracted  the  contest 
without  any  expense  to  himself,  and  with  considerable  expense  to  Mr.  Riddell, 
until  another  Session,  had  he  been  so  inclined  ;  but  the  moment  he  found  that  the 
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result  of  the  scrutiny  would  be  unfavourable,  he  ahatiiioieit  that  pa)  t  of  the  case  and 
claimed  a  nc'c  election.  It  was  on  this  point  that  the  decision  was  arrived  at  to 
which  our  Contemporaries  have  referred.  A  resolution  was  adopted  that,  as  the 
pctitii'Mcr  had  abandoned  the  scrutiny,  lit  could  not  |^o  into  evidence  to  make  void 
liie  election,  the  petition  not  containint^  a  s/iirijic  prayer  to  that  etTect.  Sucli,  in 
sulislrmce,  «as  the  ilecision  arrived  at  by  6  of  liie  committee,  Mr.  I.acoste  havintj 
voted  uitii  the  mnjority.  The  other  niendiers  hehl  that  the  petitioner  had  a  ri^lit 
to  proceed  with  the  evidence  to  supjjort  his  claim  ft)r  a  new  election.  To  enable 
the  pid)lic  to  judye  for  themselves,  we  shall  copy  the  petition  itself  : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Canada  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  undersigned,  Francis  Ilincks,  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  Esq., 
most  luir.ibly  sheweth  ; 

That  at  the  last  election  for  the  County  of  Oxford,  Robert  Rlddell,  Esq.,  of 
Zona,  in  the  said  County,  and  your  petitioner  were  the  only  candidates,  and  that 
William  Merigold,  Esq.,  was  Keturning-OfTicer. 

That  a  poll  having  been  demanded  the  polling  took  place,  according  to  law,  in 
the  seveial  Townshijis,  and  th.>  result  of  such  poll,  as  shewn  by  the  I'cjll-Books, 
having  been  742  votes  for  the  said  Robert  Riddell,  Esq.,  and  722  votes  for  your 
petitioner,  the  Keturning-Officer  declared  the  said  Robert  Riddell,  Est[.,  duly 
electeil. 

That  at  the  said  election  the  Deputy  Returning-Officer  for  the  Township  of 
Norwich,  and  also  other  Deputy  Returning-Officers,  refused  to  admit  the  votes  of 
individuals  who  had  come  into  this  Province  from  the  United  States  of  America 
previous  to  the  year  1S20,  allhoui;h  such  persons  are  by  an  Act  of  the  Parliament  of 
Upper  Canada  entitled  to  all  the  jirivileges  of  British  subjects,  iirovided  they  take 
the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  Her  Majesty,  which  the  said  Depity  Returning-(JITicer 
for  Norwich,  as  well  as  other  Dejiuty  Returning  Officers,  refused  to  administer, 
although  required  to  do  so  by  law. 

That  other  individuals  entitled  by  law  to  vote  were  illegally  refused  that 
privilege  by  the  Deputy  Returning-Officers. 

That  a  number  of  votes  were  ])olled  antl  given  in  favour  of  the  said  Robert 
Riddell,  Esq.,  by  persons  who  had  not  legal  votes. 

That  by  the  admission  of  persons  to  vote  at  said  election  wlio  had  no  legal  • 
riglit  to  do  so,  and  by  the  disfranchisement  of  a  number  of  tlectors  duly  qualified 
according  to  law,  the  said  Robert  Riddell,  Esq.,  obtained  a  colourable  majority 
of  twenty  votes,  and  was  therefore  returned  to  serve  in  your  Hoiioura)jle  House 
for  the  said  County  of  Oxford,  although  in  fact  a  majority  of  the  hona-fide  electors 
of  the  said  county  voted,  and  tendered  to  vote,  in  favour  of  your  ])etitioner. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  prays  that  your  Ilouourable  House  will  take 
this  petition  into  your  consideration,  and  declare  the  return  of  the  said  Robert 
Riddell,  Escp,  to  be  illegal  and  void,  and  that  your  Pet.tioner  may  be  declared 
duly  elected,  and  may  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  said  Robert  Riddell,  Esq., 
to  take  his  seat  as  Knight  to  represent  the  said  county  in  the  present  Parliament, 


144 


heminisckncks  in  the  life  op 


['  '1 


I' 'III;' 


;.i;: 


orthat  ypur  Honourable  House  will  grant  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  its  wisdotn 
may  seem  meet. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed),  F.   IILNXKS. 

Montreal,  29th  Nov.,  1841. 

\Ve  bejT  attention  to  the  lines  italicised  at  the  conclusion  of  the  petition.  Tills 
was  held  not  to  lie  such  a  specific  prayer  for  a  new  election  as  would  warrant  the 
Committee  in  receiving  evidence  to  support  it.  We  have  looked  into  a  number  of 
Upper  Canada  precedents  on  the  subject,  eTtry  one  of  lohieh  are  in  fi-'ottr  of  the 
view  taken  by  the  petitioner.  It  is  difficult  to  get  cases  precisely  in  point,  but  we 
shall  refer  to  two  which  appear  conclusive.  In  the  Essex  cases,  in  1S25,  the 
petitioner  prayed  "  to  amend  the  return  by  inserting  the  name  of  your  petitioner, 
or  make  such  other  order  as  in  your  ■mistioiu  and  justice  yon  may  deem  proper." 
The  Committee  ordered  a  new  election.  In  the  I'rince  Edward  case,  in 
1831,  the  petitioners  only  prayed  that  the  name  of  Paul  Peterson  be  sub- 
stituted for  Asa  Werden,  '■'and  tint  measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  such  an  outrage  on  the  people's  rights."  This  jirayer  certainly 
did  not  point  lo  a  new  election  and  yet  the  Committee  ordered  one.  In 
our  last  number  we  stated  the  illegal  conduct  of  the  Returning-Officer, 
and  which  is  proved  by  his  own  admission  as  well  as  by  other  evidence. 
We  need  say  no  more  on  the  suliject.  We  should  be  sorry  indeed  to  reflect  on 
those  members  of  the  Committee  who  took  a  difTerent  view  from  ourselves  on  the 
various  points  which  caiue  up,  and  we  have  gone  into  details  simply  to  prevent 
misconception  as  to  the  real  merits  of  the  case.  Those  who  read  the  articles 
which  we  have  copied  above,  would  believe  that  there  was  a  vote  of  six  to  three 
on  the  merits,  and  that  Mr.  Roblin's  vote  was  of  no  importance  whatever, 
whereas  it  is  notorious  to  every  one  acquainted  with  facts  that  Mr.  Roldin  d.rided 
the  contest.  Whether  he  was  influenced  in  any  way  in  his  votes  by  the  prospect  of 
office  is  what  we  are  not  prepared  to  say,  but  we  could  prove,  were  it  necessary, 
that  while  Mr.  Roblin  was  day  after  day  deciding  cases  against  us  by  his  vote,  and 
when  he  wasdenouncetl  by  many  of  our  political  friends  as  sold  to  the  Ciovernment, 
we  invariably  defended  him,  and  insisted  that  he  was  acting  conscientiously  and 
to  the  best  of  his  judgment.  We  thought  Mr.  Roblin  one  of  those  very  conscier.- 
tious  men  who  will  often  act  unfairly  towards  their  friends  through  fear  of  being 
thought  partial.  Strange  to  say,  however,  the  conscientious  Mr.  Roblin,  the 
only  really  honest  man  in  the  Committee,  as  he  himself  pretended,  was  all  the  time 
negotiating  for  office  from  the  Government !  Our  contemporaries  will  probably 
offer  no  explanation  to  their  own  readers  as  to  the  facts  stated  above.  We  trust, 
however,  that  they  will  not  again  venture  to  assert  that  the  contest  was  decided  by 
a  vote  of  six  to  three,  or  that  Mr.  Roblin's  resignation  had  no  bearing  on  it. 
The  Herald  is  pleased  to  say  that  "  Mr.  Hincks  owes  it  rather  to  the  courtesy  of 
his  opponent  than  to  the  goodness  of  his  cause  that  his  petition  was  not  declared 
frivolous  and  vexatitus."  It,  is  some  satisfaction  certainly,  after  all  the  personal 
abuse  that  we  have  received  in  Montreal,  that  we  experienced  courtesy  at  the 
hands  of  an  opponent,  and  that  his  counsel  voluntarily  bore  testimony  to  the 
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"  tpmper,  liberality  ami  ability,"  with  which  the  petitioner  had  conducted  his 
case,  anil  which  he  was  pleased  to  say  was  unusual  with  parties  who  ci^nducteil 
their  own  cases.  We  shall,  we  trust,  be  pardoned  under  the  circumstances  for 
alhidinji  to  this  te^tinioiiy  in  our  helialf.  It  would,  however,  hive  been  rather 
unprecedented  for  a  Committee  to  have  declared  a  |)etition  "  frivolous  and  ve%a- 
tiou-i,"  after  the  petitioner  strikinfj  off  a  sufficient  number  of  votes  to  place  him- 
self in  a  majority  of  seven.  We  feel  warranted  iii  assertin^j  tiiat  whether  the 
cmutesy  so  handsomely  extended  to  us.  for  which  we  feel  grateful,  ancl  which  we 
can  most  cordially  reciprocate  both  to  the  sitting  meml)er  and  to  his  counsel, 
had  been  evinced  or  not,  the  Committee  would  not  have  arrived  at  any  such 
decision  as  the  Herald  imagines. 

The  articles  in  the  Pi/ot  which  I  have  reproduced  led  to  much 
controversy.  It  was  pretended  that  as  the  vote  on  the  (jnestion  of  a 
new  election  had  been  decided  by  6  to  3,  Mr.  I^icoste  having  voted 
ill  the  majority,  Mr.  Rol)lin's  accejjtance  of  office  was  of  no  import- 
ance.    I  replied  to  the  Ministerial  Journals  as  follows  : — 

OXFORD   ELECTION    CONLMITTEE. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chauveau  that  Messrs.  Roblin  and  I^coste  be  ordereil 
to  ap).ear  in  their  places  to  answer  for  their  absence  from  the  Oxford  Election 
Conimatee  being  put, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Frontenac,  wished  to  know  from  the  Ministry  if  it  w  ■  .'e  not  true 
that  one  of  the  menibers,  Mr.  Roblin,  was  in  a  position  to  prevent  his  return  to 
the   House,  if  he  had  not  accepted  office? 

After  a  considerable  pause,  and  no  answer  being  given, 

Mr.  Smith  again  rose,  and  said  it  was  usual  to  put  such  questions  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Daly  then  moved  that  a  new  writ  do  issue  for  the  election  of  a  member 
for  Prince  Edward  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Roblin,  who  was  appointed  Collector  of 
Customs  for  I'icton. 

Mr.  Baldwin  asked  how  many  offices  was  Mr.  Roblin  really  considered  to  be 
worth  ;  there  was  a  good  deal  of  rumour  as  to  the  extent  of  the  arrangement  that 
had  taken  place  between  that  gentleman  and  the  Administration. 

Mr.  L)raper  said  that  Mr.  Roblin  had  always  f>een  so  warm  a  supporter  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Fourth  Riding  that  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to 
behest  acquainted  with  his  true  value,  but  this  he  could  say,  that  if  Mr.  Roblin  only 
fulfilled  his  official  duties  with  the  same  zeal  that  he  had  always  attended  in  Parlia- 
ment, the  country  would  have  no  reason  to  regret  his  appointment. 

Mr.  Price  could  not  allow  the  opportunity  to  pass  without  expressing  his 
astonishment  that  Government  should  have  given  an  office  to  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment engaged  on  an  Election  Committee,  the  merits  of  which  he  had  sworn  to 
decide,  and  upon  which  he  had  actually  been  engaged  for  two  Sessions. 

!Mr.  Smith  said  that  if  any  precedent  were  required  it  would  be  found  in  the 
case  of  a  gentleman  who  had  been  appointed  while  sitting  upon  the  Committee 
appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  his  honourable  friend  for  the  Second 
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Riding  of  York.  That  apiiolntnient  caused  the  Committee  to  he  hroke.  up,  and 
cost  his  honourable  friend  his  seat  ;  it  was  made  by  tiie  late  Administration,  of 
which  the  honourable  },'ent!einan  who  spoke  last  was  a  warm  supporter. 

Mr.  Baldwin  at  t^r^t  denied  that  the  case  referred  to  by  Mr.  Smith  occurred 
under  his  Administration,  but  upon  Mr.  Ayhvin  lieing  named  as  the  person  who 
was  ajipomted,  he  (Mr.  B.)  admitted  liis  mistake,  and  exiilained  tiint  he  hail  been 
thinking  of  tlie  appointment  of  the  lalt  Inspector-Cieneral,  which  took  place  under 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Draper. 

Sir  Charles  Metcalfe's  "  Life  "  contains  a  good  dv'al  of  interesting 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  Ministerial  difficulties.     His  biogra- 
pher, who  had  access  to  all  his  confidential  papers,  states  tiiat"  Met- 
"  calfe  could  not  disguise  from  himself  that  the  Government  was  not 
"strong — that  it  was  continually  on  the  brink  of  defeat — and  that  it 
"was  only  enabled  to  ujihold  its  position  by  resorting  to  shifts  and 
"  exi)edients,  or  what  are  called  tactics,  which  in  his  inmost  soul 
"  Metcalfe  abhorred.     He  was  not  by  nature  at  all  a  tactician,  and 
"  he  had  not  been  trained  in  the  intricate   manuiuvres  of  parly  war- 
"  fare.     It  was  not  indeed  one  of  the  least  of  his  annoyances  at  this 
*'  time  that  he  was  compelled  to  sanction  a  departure  from  that  open, 
"  straightforward  course  of  political  conduct  which  he  had  all  his 
"  life  been  steadfastly  pursuing."    As  an  illustration  of  the  "  tactics  " 
which  caused  such  disgust,  it  is  mentioned  in  a  note  that  when  the 
Ministerialists  became  aware  that  it   was  intended  by  the  Opposi- 
tion to  move  an  Address  to   the  Throne,  praying  that  the  existing 
restrictions  on   the  use  of  the    French  language  might  be  annulled, 
they  proj)osed  that  they  should  anticipate  the  Opposition  by  intro- 
ducing the  measure   themselves.     There  were  instructions  from  the 
Imi)erial  Government    forbidding   such  a  proceeding,    but    it   was 
exi)edient  to  disami  the  Opjjosition,  and  accordingly  the  Governor 
was  reluctantly  induced  to  consent  that  the  Address  should  be  moved 
by  Mr.  Papineau.    Although  not  a  member  of  the  Second  Parliament, 
I  had,  as  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Opposition  English  journal  in 
Montreal,  ample  opportunity  of  knowing  all  that  was  going  on  at 
headquarters.     Attempts  were  made  from  time  to  time  by  tiie  Con- 
servative Ministers  from   U]iper  Canada  to  obtain  the  assistance  of 
the  Lower  Canada  members  who  had  been  elected  to  support  the 
views  of  the  ex-Ministers.     No  other  inference  can  be  drawn  from 
the  letters  which  passed  between  Mr.  Caron  and  Mr.  Lafontaine,  and 
between  the  former  gentleman  and  Mr.  Draper,  than  that  Mr.  Daly 
was   the  stumbling-block   in  the   way.     Had  the   Lower  Canadian 
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Ministers  resigned,  and  had  Mr.  Morin  or  Mr.  Caron  l)L*en  charged  to 
reconstruct  that  section,  it  is  highly  prohaljle  that  a  coalition  would 
have  been  effected  very  similar  to  that  subsequently  brought  ab  )Ut 
in  1854.  I  liad  at  that  time  a  conviction  that  the  result  of  such  a 
coalition  would  be  an  early  rupture  betwe.Mi  those  who  shoukl  engage 
in  it,  but  I  own  that  1  have  materially  altered  my  opinion.  The 
following  papers  comprise  the  discussion  in  the  House  of  Assembly 
on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Lafontaine's  reading  the  con  "spondence, 
which  is  given  in  full,  and  my  own  editorial  comments  : 

Tuesday,   April   7,  1846. 

Ml.  I.afontaine  moved,  tliat  when  the   House  adjourns  on  Thursday  next,  it 
stand  adjourned  from  Thursday  to  Monday  next. 

THE   CORRKSPONnENCE. 

Mr.  LAFON'r.MNF. — Would  now,  in  inirsuance  with  the  notice  he  had  fjiven 
yesterday,  ]ni)Ceed  to  lay  before  the  House  the  c(irres]iondence  which  liad  taken 
jilace  relative  to  changes  in  the  Ministry.  It  was  a  duty  that  he  owed  to  both 
sides  of  the  House,  and  no  doubt  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  this 
House  that  a  correspondence  relating;  to  ministerial  changes  had  taken  place.  It 
had  taken  place  between  him  and  an  hon.  gentleman  not  a  member  of  this  House 
during  the  fall  of  last  year,  and  was  very  suddenly  discontinued  on  the  26th  of 
November  last.  He  had  an  interview  with  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  entered 
into  the  correspondence  with  him  (Mr.  L.)  and  had  obtained  his  permission  to  use 
the  correspondence  when  and  where  he  should  see  fit.  As  a  member  of  this 
House,  it  was  subsei[uently  suggested  to  him  by  some  members  that  he  should 
publish  the  correspondence,  but  he  (.Mr.  L.)  did  not  think  proper  to  do  so  ;  the 
members  on  his  side  of  the  House  had  afterwards  held  a  meeting,  and  in  so  doing 
they  only  followed  the  example  of  the  members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
He  was  called  upon  at  that  meeting  to  declare  whether  he  was  a  jiarty  to  the  nego- 
tiation and  to  shew  the  correspondence.  He  stated  that  he  was  a  party,  and  read  the 
correspondence,  and  his  friends  have  not  only  authorized  but  re<|uested  him  to 
state  the  natire  of  the  correspondence  to  the  House,  as  both  they  and  their  con- 
stituents were  interested  in  it.  He  had  to  wait  a  proper  time  to  do  so,  and  he  was 
not  a  little  sur|)rised  yesterday  to  receive  from  the  hon.  gentleman  (.Mr.  Caron)  a 
note  stating  that  he  (Mr.  Caron)  was  determined  to  give  i)ublicity  to  the  corres- 
pondence ;  and  as  the  hon  gentleman  has  otVereil  to  publish  the  correspondence, 
he  would  only  be  following  his  example  if  he  did  so  now,  ami  he  considered  that 
it  was  a  duty  wliich  he  owed  to  his  party  and  to  himself  to  do  so  ;  anil  before 
publishing  it  he  would  take  the  lil)erty  to  read  the  correspondence  to  the  House. 
As  early  as  the  gth  of  September  last,  he  received  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Caron, 
Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council,  two  letters,  dated  the  7th  and  8th of  Septem- 
ber respectively,  which  he  would  now  read.  The  hon,  gentleman  then  proceeied 
to  read  the  letters  in  French, 
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No.  I. 
[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Hon.  R.  E.  Caron  to  Hon.  L.  H.  Lafontaine.'\ 

TRANSLATION. 

Quebec,  Sept.  7,  1845. 

W  k  DEAR  Friend, — I  deem  it  my  duty  to  give  you  in  writing  the  substance  of 
a  convfisaiion  I  had  some  time  since  in  Montreal  with  Mr.  Diaper,  in  which  he 
intimated  to  me  the  desire  he  had  that  some  of  our  friends  should  join  the  Admin- 
istration.    The  following  is  the  substance  of  it  : 

As  early  as  last  summer,  Mr.  Draper,  without  being  as  explicit  as  he  was  on 
this  occasion,  had  given  me  to  understand  that  he  would  be  very  glad  to  see  some 
French-Canadians  form  part  of  the  Administration,  other  than  those  who  already 
composed  it.  lie  had  mentioned  Morin  as  one  of  the  former ;  and  at  the  same 
time  that  he  intimated  that  he  considered  as  impossible  your  forming  part  of  it, 
owing  to  the  personal  differences  existing  between  yourself  and  the  Governor,  he 
gave  me  to  understand  that  there  would  be  some  means  devised  of  removing  the 
obstacle  by  providing  for  you  otherwise.  As  to  Mr.  Haldwin,  he  seemed  to  be 
under  the  impression  that  he  would  be  disposed  to  retire  unsolicited,  and  appeared 
to  be,  indeed,  possessed  of  some  information  on  that  subject.  I  considered  all 
this  at  the  time  as  merely  confidential  and  to  be  kept  to  myself,  inasmuch  as  he 
had  not  authorized  me  :o  communicate  it.  A  few  days  before  my  departure  for 
Montreal,  I  received  from  him  a  note  recalling  to  my  recollection  the  conversation 
alluded  to,  and  begging  of  me  to  inform  him  what  were  the  difficulties  that  stood 
in  the  way  of  a  reconciliation,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  some  plan  could  not 
be  devised  to  remove  them.  I  answered  that  as  I  was  about  going  to  Montreal  I 
should  there  see  him  and  give  him  my  answei.  Having  accordingly  met  with 
him,  he,  after  having  strongly  insisted  upon  the  advantages  that  would  result  to  the 
public  in  general  and  particularly  to  the  French  part  of  the  population  by  having 
in  the  Council  of  the  country  persons  knowing  the  wants  of  all,  and  able  to  pro- 
vide for  them  ;  after  having  represented  to  me  the  injury  which  our  isolated  posi- 
tion inflicted  upon  the  whole  of  Lower  Canada,  but  more  particularly  our  portion 
of  the  population,  he  told  me  that  ihere  were  difficulties  in  the  way,  but  tliat  we 
ought  to  consider  whether  there  were  no  means  to  overcome  them.  The  first 
difficulty  was  to  find  situations  for  those  who  were  to  be  introduced.  Thereupon 
he  told  me  that  Mr.  Viger  could  be  easily  prevailed  upon  to  retire,  and  that  Mr. 
Papineau  desired  nothing  better  ;  that  both  these  situations  should  be  filled  up  by 
French-Canadians  ;  he  seemed  desirous  that  Morin  should  be  President  of  the 
Council ;  but  he  wished  at  all  events  to  see  that  place  filled  by  a  Canadian.  He 
spoke  of  the  office  of  Solicitor-General,  which,  he  said,  ought  to  be  filled  by  one 
of  our  origin,  and  who,  although  not  forming  nominally  part  of  the  Ministry, 
would,  nevertheless,  exercise  great  influence  in  the  conduct  of  affairs.  He  also 
spoke  of  an  Assistant-Secretaryship,  the  incumbent  to  which  ought  to  receive 
handsome  emoluments,  and  who  should  have,  or  be  able  to  obtain,  a  seat  in 
Parliament.  This  was  about  all  that  he  could  for  the  present  offer  to  our  fritnds, 
who,  when  in  power,  might  themselves  strive  afterwards  to  make  their  share  more 
considerable. 
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Another  difficulty  which  he  pointed  out  was  in  reference  to  yourself.  As 
regarded  you,  he  said  that  nothing  would  afford  him  greater  pleasure  than  to  have 
you  as  a  colleague,  but  that,  as  the  Governor  and  yourself  could  not  meet,  the  idea 
of  seeing  you  form  part  of  the  Administration  must  he  given  up  so  long  as  Lord 
Metcalfe  remained  in  power  ;  but  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  sacrifice  a  man  of 
your  influence  and  merit ;  that  your  friends  would  be  iiighly  censurablf  if  they  did 
so ;  but  that  tliis  difficulty  could  easily  be  made  to  disappear  by  giving  you  an 
appointment  with  which  you  would  be  satisfied.  I  understood,  or  rather  he  told 
me,  the  intention  was  to  place  you  on  the  bench. 

As  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  he  said  little  about  him  ;  but  I  understood,  as  I  did  in  my 
first  conversation  of  which  I  have  spoken,  that  he  thought  he  would  retire  of  him- 
self. He  said  that  there  were  other  details,  upon  which  he  felt  very  sure  that  we 
could  agree.  All  this  was  told  me  with  full  permisi-ion  to  communicate  it,  and 
indeed  with  an  earnest  request  that  I  should  do  all  in  my  power  to  bring  atjout 
a  junction  of  parties,  and  to  induce  some  of  our  friends  to  accept  of  such  seats  in 
the  Council  as  could,  for  the  present,  be  vacated  for  them.  I  cannot  forbear  telling 
you  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  present  statft  of  things  cannot  last.  ^Vhat  is 
offered  is  indeed  little,  but  it  might  be  a  beginning  of  something  better.  It  is  very 
possible  that  I  may  not  view  the  matter  rightly,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
overtures  made  are  worthy  of  consideration.  I  communicate  them  to  you  that  you 
may  consider  of  them,  and  you  are  at  liberty  to  communicate  on  the  sul)ject  with 
your  friends,  but  this  must  be  done  with  discretion. 


I  dm,  dr'c., 


R.  E.  CARON. 


No.   2. 


[Letter  from  the  Honorable  A'.  E.  Caron  to  Mr.  Lafotitatue.l 

Quebec,  8th  Sept,,  1845. 

My  dear  Friend. — You  will  receive  with  this  the  letter  I  wrote  you  yestenlay, 
which,  although  written  in  great  haste,  contains,  in  substance  at  least,  a  correct 
account  of  what  passed  between  Mr.  Draper  and  myself,  and  also  a  succinct  but 
sincere  expose' o{  my  general  opinions  on  the  important  subject  which  gave  rise  to  it. 

Whatever  may  be  your  views  of  the  subject,  whether  they  agree  with  mine  or 
not,  I  trust  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  the  motives  by  which  I  am 
actuated  are  honest  and  disinterested. 

All  that  I  intended  to  do  was  to  communicate  to  you  and  Morin  the  overtures 
that  had  been  made  to  me,  fully  determined  not  to  urge  the  thing  further  if  you 
are  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  or  any  other  arrangement  which  might  place  our 
friends  in  power  is,  under  the  circumstances,  impossible.  Should  such  be  the 
case,  I  should  sincerely  regret  it,  but  I  shall  submit  and  await  more  Hwourable 
circumstances. 

With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  transaction  which  regards  you,  I  do  not  even 
allude  to  it,  being  of  opinion  that  in  your  position  you  ought  to  look  upon  this 
matter  as  if  it  had  reference  to  another  and  not  to  yourself  personally. 
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It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  state  that  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  is  of  a  con- 
fidential nature,  and  is  to  be  communicated  only  to  Moiin  and  such  other  friends 
as  you  can  rely  upon,  for,  if  the  proposed  arrangement  should  be  without  any 
result,  it  would  be  better  for  all  parties  that  it  should  remain  between  us.  Write 
me  im  iiediately,  and  say  what  you  think  is  best  to  be  done. 

R.  E.  CARON. 


No.  3. — Translation. 

\Lette>' from  Hon.  L.  II.  Lafontaine  to  Hon.  R.  E.  Carou.l 

Montreal,  loth  Sept.,  1845. 
My  dear  Friend, — I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
8th  instant,  as  well  as  that  which  accompanied  it.  These  letters  only  arrived  late 
yesterday  afternoon.  According  to  your  wish  I  have  communicated  them  to  our 
friend  Morin.  In  replying  to  your  communication  I  answer  only  for  myself,  and 
I  do  so  as  I  should  have  done  had  my  name  not  been  mixed  up  in  your  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Draper.  Although  the  nature  and  the  object  of  these  conversations, 
in  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  would  justify  me  in  abstaining  from  the  expression  of 
any  opinion,  yet,  in  accordance  with  your  wish,  I  think  it  due  to  the  friendship 
which  I  feel  for  you  to  express  my  opinion  frankly,  but  only  on  those  points  in 
your  letter  which  I  think  myself  called  on  to  answer.  I  should  observe  at 
first  that  I  infer  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  although  not  stated  in  express 
terms,  that  you  are  of  opinion  that  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country  the 
majority  of  each  Province  should  govern  respectively  in  the  sense  that  we  attach 
to  that  idea — that  is  to  say,  that  Upper  Canada  should  be  represented  in  the 
Administration  of  the  day  by  men  possessing  the  confidence  of  the  political  party 
in  that  section  of  the  province  which  has  the  majority  in  the  House  of  Assembly, 
and  that  it  should  be  the  same  for  Lower  Canada.  Now,  if  this  is  your  opinion 
it  appears  to  me  that  it  furnishes  you  with  the  means  of  offering  to  Mr.  Draper 
"  strong  and  irresistible  "  reasons  in  support  of  any  advice  given  in  harmony  with 
this  opinion.  These  reasons  naturally  present  themselves  without  there  being  any 
occasion  to  offer  them  in  detail.  The  present  Administration,  as  far  as  regards 
U.  C,  is  formed  on  this  principle,  but  as  regards  L.  C,  its  formation  rests  on  an 
opposite  principle.  Wiiy  this  distinction  between  the  two  sections  of  the  Pro- 
vince ?  Is  there  not  in  this  fact  alone  a  manifestation  of  injustice,  if  not  of 
oppression  ?  The  course  taken  by  Mr.  Draper  to  obtain  the  results  which  he 
desires,  appears  to  me  to  be  unconstitutional.  No  one  is  responsible  for  the  step 
owing  to  which  you  write  me  ;  you  are  not  charged  to  reorganize  either  in  whole 
or  even  in  part  the  Administration  of  which  he  is  a  member  ;  you  assume  no 
responsibility.  It  was  this  which  at  first  made  me  hesitate  to  give  you  my  opinion. 
Had  it  been  otherwise  you  would  have  had  a  right  to  demand  from  a  friend  that 
he  should  give  you  his  advice  upon  what  you  would  have  to  do,  and  in  such  case 
I  would  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  reply  lo  your  appeal  without  omitting  any 
part  of  your  demands,  and  without  fear  of  compromising  any  one.  If  then  I 
answer  you  on  some  points,  you  must  understand  that  it  is  not  without  some  hesita- 
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tioii.  What  is  proposed  to  you  is  a  repiuliation  of  the  principle  of  responsibility 
in  so  far  as  applies  to  Lower  Canada.  Since  Mr.  Draper  admits  that  the  Lower 
C.-inadian  section  of  the  ministry  does  not  represent  Lower  Canada,  why  maintain 
it  ?  Why,  according  to  your  principles,  not  form  a  new  Administration  for  Lower 
Can.ida  with  the  aid  of  some  one  constitutionally  charged  to  do  so  ?  An  Admin- 
istration thus  formed  would  be  strong  with  the  influence  that  the  suppoit  of  the 
majority  of  our  representatives  would  give  it,  and  would  make  that  influence 
legitimately  prevail  in  the  Council,  and  in  return  would  give  to  the  country  all 
the  guarantee  which  necessarily  results  from  the  control  which  public  opinion 
woidd  exercise  over  it.  It  would  be  then,  and  then  only,  that  you  could  flatter 
yourselves  with  having  in  an  Administration,  to  make  use  of  your  own  terms,  per- 
sons disposed  to  and  capable  of  sustaining  our  interests. 

Hut  it  is  said  to  you — We  only  wish  to  Join  to  us  some  Canadians  as  French- 
Canadians.  From  that  moment  those  who  thus  enter  the  Ministry  enter  i>.  not  in 
consequence  of  a  constitutional  right,  not  by  the  action  of  the  opinion  of  tlieir 
countrymen,  but  only  by  favour,  by  the  good  pleasure  of  a  Governor.  From 
th.i.t  moment,  as  we  learn  by  experience,  they  are  without  influence — they  are  no 
longer  free  agents ;  they  are  only  instruments  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  to  do 
evil  as  to  do  good.  If  they  have  any  capacity  or  talent  they  make  them  serve, 
sooner  or  later,  to  throw  division  among  us.  On  the  one  hand,  they  soon  cease 
to  feel  the  salutary  check  of  the  opinion  of  their  fellow-citizens  ;  on  tlie  other  side 
they  accustom  themselves  only  to  consult  their  personal  interests,  and  often  even 
their  passions.  Tiicy  obey  only  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  Governor.  Do  you  wish 
that  I  should  cite  yi:u  examples?  Here  tliey  are  : — Mr.  Dominique  Mondcdet 
thought  without  doubt  to  be  useful  to  his  countrymen,  wlien,  under  Lord  Aylmer, 
he  accepted  a  place  in  the  Executive  Council.  We  have  seen  him  almo-t  imme- 
diately denying  his  past  life,  and  afterwards  voting  for  the  suspension  of  Judges 
Panet  and  B^dard,  and  acting  himself  as  Advocate  before  that  illegal  tribunal, 
the  Court-Martial.  Yet  he  was  called  to  the  Council  as  a  French-Canadian.  It 
was  under  this  title  that  at  a  later  and  sufficiently  memorable  epoch  we  have  sten 
Messrs.  Debartzch,  Heney,  Quesnel,  Louis  Panet,  take  their  seats  in  the  Executive 
Council.  They  doubtless  thought  they  would  be  able  to  promote  there  the 
interests  of  their  fellow-countrymen.  They  ended  by  voting  there  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  OUT  representative  Constitution.  In  later  times  we  have  seen  Messrs. 
Viger  and  Papineau  enter  the  Council  by  the  same  door.  They  have  said,  like  the 
others,  that  they  could  be  useful  there  to  their  fellow-countrymen  of  French  origin. 
Vet  one  of  their  first  acts,  committed  in  broad  day,  was  to  give  us  for  Speaker  a 
person  that  we  may  doubtless  esteem,  but  who  does  not  understand  a  single  w  ord 
of  our  language,  and  to  oppose  a  French-Canadian  speaking  both  languages 
equally,  although  unanimously  called  by  their  grateful  countrymen  to  that  high 
office.  We  complain,  and  especially  you  of  the  District  of  Quebec,  of  the 
unjust  division  of  the  public  monies  during  last  session.  To  whom  do  we  owe  it  ? 
Under  whose  auspices  has  this  division  been  made?  Let  Messrs.  Viger  and 
Papineau  ans  ver.  And  yet  all  these  persons  appealed  to  the  fact  of  their  being 
Freuch-Can.adians  as  a  reason  for  their  accepting  office.  All  of  them  had  names 
bettor  known  than  that  of  Mr.  Taschereau,  who,  like  them,  only  enters  into  the 
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Administration  under  the  same  title,  and  by  the  same  door,  with  the  best  desire  in 
the  world,  doubtless,  to  do  good.  The  same  fate  awaits  him.  A  little  more 
division  among  ihe  Canadians,  with  all  its  unfortunate  etlecls  ;  this  is  all  we  have 
to  expect  from  a  system  which  a  Quebec  journal  has  just  sanctioned  in  broad  day, 
and  which  I  cannot  describt;  otherwise  than  as  a  system  of  "  office-seekers." 

I  am,  I  confess  to  you,  yet  to  learn  what  good  this  system  can  produce.  If  there 
were  two  names  that  under  this  system  it  could  be  hoped  would  exercise  some 
influence  in  the  Council,  if  there  were  two  names  to  which  an  Administration 
owed  some  gratitude  for  their  having  joined  it,  as  French-Canadians,  those  two 
names  were  certainly  those  of  Viger  and  Papineau — and  yet  now  you  learn  from 
Mr,  Draper  that  His  Excellency  is  ready  to  give  them  their  conge ! !  Is  tliis  in 
order  to  form  a  new  Administration  for  Lower  Canada  ?  Oh,  no  !  It  is  only  to 
make  a  patchwork  [icplatiage\  of  an  Administration  that  Mr.  Draper  confesses 
does  not  represent  Lower  Canada  and  that  it  is  wished  to  reform,  substituting  for 
the  names  of  Viger  and  I'apineau  two  other  French-Canadian  names,  by  the  aid 
of  which  it  would  be  hoped  no  doubt  to  create  amongst  us  a  little  more  division 
than  has  been  created  by  the  lirst  named.  Since  it  is  then  proposed  to  give  the 
conge  to  Messrs.  Viger  and  I'apineau,  why  not  also  give  the  conge  to  Messrs. 
Daly  antl  Smith?  Is  it  because  the  latter  represent  Lower  Canada  moie  than  the 
former?  Messrs.  Viger  and  Papineau  niiglit  at  least  invoke  the  past  in  their 
favour,  whilst  the  others  have  nothing  but  tlie  present,  and  I  leave  you  to  judge 
what  that  is.  Poor  Mr.  Viger!  If  this  is  the  treatment  ilestined  for  him,  treat- 
ment which  it  is  said  they  are  ready  to  administer  to  iiini,  1  am  not  surprised  to 
see,  so  to  speak,  that  the  olTicers  of  the  Government  only  speak  of  him  with 
derision.  Two  men  thus  placed,  tiius  treated,  can  they  exercise  a  great 
influence  over  the  deliberations  of  Council  and  cause  the  interests  of  tlieir 
countr)  men  to  be  respected  there  ?  If  that  influence  is  nothing,  as  must 
be  pivsunied  after  the  avowal  of  Mr.  Draper,  how  can  Mr.  Tascliereau, 
who  (iidy  follows  in  their  wake,  and  to  wlum  i.ioreover  the  door  of  the  Council 
is  shut,  expect  to  do  belter  than  th'V  ?  What  such  a  state  of  thinj;s  would 
bring  us  to,  or  rather  what  it  would  perpetuate,  woukl  be  to  accept  ofl'ice  at 
any  i)rice.  What  Frencl- -Canadians  shoukt  do  above  every  thing  is  to  remain 
uniteil  and  to  make  themselves  respected.  They  will  thus  make  themselves  respected 
in  tile  Council,  and  will  tlience  exercise  the  legitimate  influence  which  is  ilue  to 
them,  not  when  they  are  represented  there  only  by  the  passive  instruments  of 
power,  however  numerous  they  may  be,  but  when  they  shall  be  constitutionally 
represented  there  by  a  Lower  Canadian  Administration  foimed  in  harmony  with 
principles  which  public  opinion  does  not  repudiate.  The  step  taken  by  Mr. 
Draper  towards  you  is  in  every  respect  similar  with  that  which  Mr.  Sullivan  took 
towards  yuu  and  me  at  Quebec  in  July,  1842.  It  was  then  acknowledged  tliat  the 
Adn.iiiisiiation  of  the  day,  which  was  that  which  Lord  Sydenham  bequeathed  to 
Sir  Charles  liagot,  did  not  represent  Lower  Canada.  It  was  desired,  as  now  to 
add  to  11  one  or  two  French  names  only  as  French-Canadians.  You  know  all 
that  followed,  I  have  no  occasion  to  re  id  you  of  it.  Tiie  same  scene  is  on  the 
eve  of  being  re-enacted,  or  I  am  much  mistaken  ;  unless,  indeed,  the  system  of  ac- 
cepting places  at  all  price  should,  by  accomplishing  the  wishes  of  the  office-seekers, 
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throw  our  countrymen  into  a  deadly  division  and  weakness.  Lord  Metcalfe  is  the 
Lord  Sydenliani.and  his  successor  will  be  the  Sir  Charles  Hap;ot.  I  arrive,  then,  at 
a  conclusion  regarding  which  you  cannot  misunderstand  me.  It  is  that,  as  rej,'ards 
the  Administration,  Lower  Canada  should  have  what  is  granted  to  Upper  Canada 
—  nothing  more,  but  also  nothing  less.  This  is  the  sincere  expression  of  my 
views.  If  I  am  mistaken,  the  error  is  mine.  I  may  regret  it,  without  doubt,  but, 
come  what  may,  I  desire  above  everything  to  remaii\at  peace  with  my  own  con- 
victions, which  are  my  conscience. 

I  cannot  close  without  saying  a  word  upon  my  position  with  respect  to  my  jio- 
litical  friends.  I  have  often  said,  and  I  again  repeat  it,  that  no  jiersonal  consid- 
eration for  me  should  prevent  them  from  forming  part  of  an  Administration  which, 
for  Lower  Canada,  should  be  organised  in  accordance  with  the  constitutional  prin- 
ci])les  which  ought  to  direct  our  conduct.  I  will  never  be  an  instrument  to  divide 
my  countrymen.  If  an  Administration  should  be  formed  which  commands  my  con- 
fidence, I  will  support  it  with  all  my  heart.  If  that  Administration  has  not  my 
confidence,  but  possesses  that  of  the  majority  of  my  countrymen,  being  unable  to 
support  it  I  would  cheerfully  withdraw  from  the  House  rather  than  cause  division 
in  our  ranks.  If,  under  the  system  of  accepting  office  at  any  price,  there  are  per- 
sons who,  for  a  personal  and  momentary  advantage,  do  not  fear  to  break  tlie  only 
bond  which  constitutes  our  strength,  viz.,  union  among  ourselves,  I  do  not  wish  to  be, 
and  I  never  will  be,  of  the  number.  Having  no  desire  to  keep  secret  my  thoughts 
or  my  political  views,  I  permit  you  to  make  whatever  use  of  this  letter  you  tliink 
best. 

I  am, 

L.  H.  L, 


No.  4. — Translation. 

[Letter from  Hon.  R.  E.  Caron  to  the  Hon.  IV.  H.  Draper.] 

Quebec,  Sept.  17,  1845. 
My  De.vr  Sir, — After  the  conversation  I  had  with  you  in  Montreal  last 
month  I  promised  you  to  communicate  with  some  influential  members  of  the 
French-Canailian  party  in  order  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any  means  of  coining  to 
an  arrangement  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  engage  them  to  take  part  in  the 
Administration,  and  to  join  the  party  now  in  power.  My  last  letter  will  liave 
informed  you  that  I  had  endeavoured  to  perform  this  promise,  and  will  have  made 
you  perfectly  aware  of  the  reasons  which  had  delayed  me  in  bringing  my  negotia- 
tions to  a  conclusion.  It  is  only  this  day  that  I  am  able  to  inform  ynu  of  the 
result  of  my  undertaking,  and  in  what  I  am  about  to  say  to  you  I  will  speak  with 
that  frankness  that  you  have  a  right  to  expect  from  me  after  the  confidence  that 
you  have  evinced  towards  me.  If  I  recollect  our  conversation  right,  after  you  had 
remarked  that  there  was  in  each  of  the  two  sections  of  the  Province  a  powerlul 
pariy,  that  to  which  you  belong  in  Upper  Canada,  and  that  to  which  I  belong  in 
Lower  Canada,  you  insisted  on  the  advantages  that  would  arise  to  the  whole 
country  from  a  union  of  those  parties,  the  consequences  of  which  would  be  a  strong 
Administration  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  great  majority  of  the  entire  Pro- 
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viiice.  You  represented  to  me  the  injury  caused  to  tlie  portion  of  the  population 
to  which  I  bclonj,'  by  the  isolation  in  which  we  had  been  for  some  time  back  from 
the  administration  of  public  affairs,  and  you  gave  me  the  best  reasons  in  the  world 
for  desiring  the  first  of  these  things,  and  for  endeavouring  to  remove  the  other. 
\Vhen  we  came  to  examine  the  difficulties  which  presented  themselves  in  the  way  of 
such  a  result,  we  found  that  the  following  a|>peared  to  be  the  most  serious  :  1st. 
All  the  seats  in  the  (..'ouncil  being  filled,  how  were  places  to  be  provided  fir  those 
whom  it  was  desired  to  introduce  ?  2nd.  Would  it  be  just  to  leave  aside  and 
abandon  certain  influential  anrl  respected  members  of  the  party  whose  aid  was 
sought,  and  who  yet,  owing  to  their  particular  position,  could  not  form  part  of  an 
Administration  so  long  as  the  present  Governor  should  remain  in  power.  3id. 
There  are  at  present  in  the  Council  certain  members  with  whom  those  that  it  was 
desired  to  add  to  it  could  not  easily  fraternize.  Many  other  details  were  found  of 
little  im]iortance,  and  such  as  we  thought  might  easily  be  arranged.  Tiie  above 
manner  of  viewing  the  subject  is  that  under  which  1  have  presented  it  to  those  of 
my  friends  with  whom  I  have  consulted,  and  I  must  at  the  outset  assure  you  that 
Ihave  not  met  one  who  did  not,  like  you  and  me,  sincerely  desire  to  put  an  end  to 
a  division  which  is  so  prejudicial  to  the  whole  country.  All  are  agreed  in  the 
necessity  of  a  change,  and  are  further  agreed  ihat  such  a  change,  to  be  lasting  and 
satisfactory,  can  only  be  effected  by  the  union  or  coalition  of  the  two  parties,  the 
most  numerous  and  most  influential  in  each  section  of  the  Province,  and  I  can 
inform  you  that  I  have  found  all  parlies  well  disposed  towards  that  object.  The 
expediency  and  necessity  of  the  tiling  being  once  admitted,  .t  became  necessary  to 
consider  the  means  of  making  it  succeed,  and  on  that  subject  also  there  has  been 
but  one  opinion.  It  has  been  assumed  as  a  principle  that  the  direction  of  affairs 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  two  prevailing  parties  in  each  section  of  the  Province  ; 
that  the  Administration  ought  not  more  to  govern  Lower  Canada  by  means  of  a 
maiority  obtained  in  Upper  Canada  than  it  ought  to  govern  the  majority  of  Upper 
Canada  by  means  of  the  aid  that  Lower  Canada  should  give  to  it,  and  that  no 
Administration  whatever  ought  to  last  any  longer  than  it  shall  be  sustamed  by  a 
majority  in  each  of  the  sections  of  the  Province  respectively.  It  is  said  that  in  the 
upper  section  things  are  as  they  ought  to  be  ;  that  there  the  Administration  is  sus- 
tained by  the  majority,  but  that  it  is  quite  different  here,  where  the  minority  alone 
sustains  the  Ministry,  which  is  opposed  by  the  majority,  that  notwithstanding 
there  is  no  reason  why  thmgs  here  should  not  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  they 
are  there,  that  on  this  condition  alone  the  majority  could  join  the  Administration 
in  an  honourable  manner,  and  in  conformity  with  principle.  No  objection  is  made 
as  to  the  composition  of  the  Administration  for  Upper  Canada,  but  the  same  right 
is  insisted  on  for  Lower  Canada.  It  is  said  that  persons  now  in  office  ought  not  to 
be  an  obstacle  to  the  contemplated  arrangement,  as,  according  to  the  system  of 
government  under  which  we  live,  they  must  in  accepting  office  have  expected  to 
resign  it  so  soon  as  others,  according  to  circumstances,  should  be  more  in  a  posi- 
tion than  they  to  direct  public  affairs  in  a  manner  more  advantageous  to  the 
country. 

It  is  maintained  that  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  make  a  greater  number  of 
vacancies  in  the  Council  than  those  of  which  we  spoke,  the  personal  interest  or 
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convenience  of  those  that  this  measure  might  reacli  ought  not  in  any  way  to  be 
tal<en  into  consideration.  The  situations  must  be  filled  by  those  who  enjoy  tiie 
confidence  of  tiie  greatest  number,  and  if  this  rule  should  be  adopted  the  con- 
sequence will  be  the  removal  of  the  first  difficulty  that  presented  itself,  that  of 
findinfj  situations  for  those  that  it  might  be  thought  expedient  and  advantageous  to 
bring  into  the  Administration. 

It  is  thought  that  some  individual  should  be  charged  to  work  out,  and  settle, 
the  basis  of  the  new  arrangement,  and  to  submit  the  names  of  those  that  it  mi^du 
be  desirable  to  bring  into  it.  Though  it  is  desirable  to  give  a  majority  in  the 
Administration  to  the  party  which  is  in  that  position  in  this  part  of  the  Province, 
there  is  a  disposition  to  give  to  the  minority  a  reasonable  share  in  the  direction  ot 
affairs,  and  to  have  it  represented  in  the  Council  in  an  equitable  manner.  Some 
names  which  have  been  mentioned  belonging  to  that  description  of  persons  would 
in  my  opinion  give  general  satisfaction,  A  great  difficulty  has  been  felt,  and  one 
which  wp  both  anticipated,  arising  from  the  necessity  of  excluding  from  the  pro- 
jected arrangement  certain  influential  individuals  who,  under  otiier  circumstances, 
might  have  been  advantageously  admitted.  Notwithstanding  this,  adhering  to 
tlie  principle  enunciated  above,  that  individuals  ought  not  to  be  an  obstacle  to  the 
realization  of  a  project  advantageous  to  the  country,  it  has  been  consequently 
understood,  that,  for  the  present,  the  admission  to  power  of  those  against  whom 
objections  that  we  cannot  hope  to  remove  are  entertained  will  not  be  insisted  on, 
in  the  full  persuasion  that  those  individuals  will  know  how  to  appreciate  tlie 
motives  which  have  induced  their  friends  thus  to  act,  and  that  they  will  not  con- 
sider themselves  either  forsaken  or  sacrificed  because  the  former  have  been  forced 
to  yield  to  an  imperious  necessity  which  they  regret.  With  regard  to  one  of  those 
individuals,  Mr.  Lafontaine,  I  am  authorized  to  state  that  he  will  see  with  pleas- 
ure the  formation  of  a  Ministry  which  shall  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  country  ; 
and  that  he  will  support  with  all  his  heart,  though  he  should  not  form  part  of  it, 
an  Administration  composed  of  men  of  whose  principles  he  approves.  I  am  given 
to  understand,  and  I  can  almost  assure  you,  that  the  second  of  our  difficulties  i= 
very  far  from  being  insurmountable.  As  to  the  third  (the  presence  in  the  Counci. 
of  individuals  who  might  prevent  others  whose  services  might  be  necessary  from 
joining  it),  it  is  resolved  by  the  same  reasons  that  have  been  adduced  to  surmount 
the  first,  and  it  is  said  that  if  there  are  in  the  Council  some  members  with  whom 
those  who  are  in  a  better  position  tliaii  they  to  serve  the  country  cannot  reasonably 
be  expected  to  sit,  it  would  be  necessary  that  those  members  should  yield  their 
seats,  and  in  doing  so  they  would  only  fulfil  a  condition  to  which  they  submitted 
when  they  accepted  office. 

You  will  understand  from  the  preceding  --emarks  that  the  opinion  is  entertained 
that  the  Administration  for  this  part  of  the  j^rovince  must  be  reconstructed, — that 
any  change  which  should  be  made  in  it  by  substituting  one  or  two  persons  for  an 
equal  number  of  those  who  are  now  members  of  it  would  have  no  effective  result, 
would  bring  no  strength  to  the  Ministry,  would  merely  isolate  from  their  country- 
men those  who  would  accept  of  it,  that  such  a  measure  would  be  of  no  use  to  the 
Government,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  be  very  damajiing,  politically  speak- 
ing, to  those  who  should  lend  thcaselves  to  it.  I  assure  you  that  this  is  the 
opinion  of  all  those  with  whom  I  have  spoken,  and  being  so  you  will  either  find 
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no  individual  disposed  to  lend  himself  to  the  arrangement  you  have  in  view  (that 
of  replacing  the  two  members  who  should  retire),  or  if  you  should  find  any  one  who 
should  do  so  he  would  be  of  no  use  to  you.  Such  is  the  information  that  I  have 
been  able  to  collect.  I  think  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  great  major- 
ity of  those  who  take  part  in  public  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  Province.  The 
realization  of  this  objtct  is  not  without  difficuliy,  but  it  is  possible,  and  if  it  is  the 
only  mode  that  exists  of  re-establishing  peace,  tranquillity  and  satisfaction  in  the 
country,  it  should  be  obtained  at  any  price.  I  should  esteem  myself  very  happy 
if  I  could  contribute  to  luch  a  result,  and  for  that  end,  as  for  every  other  which 
shall  tend  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  yon  may  dispose  of  me  at  your  pleas- 
ure. Hoping  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  excuse  the  want  of  order  which  you 
will  fnid  in  this  letter,  which  has  been  hastdy  written,  in  the  midst  of  numerous 
OLCupations,  I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself,  with  the  highest  consideration 
!  nd    the  most    perfect  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble   and    most  devoted 

servant, 

R.  E.  CARON. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Draper. 


No.  s. 
\_Letter  from  the  Hon.  W.  II.  Draper  to  the  Hon,  R.  E.  Caro/t.] 

Montreal,  i6th  October,  1845. 

My  Dear  Sir, — You  may  not  have  observed  by  the  papers  that  I  have  been 
rather  more  than  a  month  absent  on  circuit,  from  which  I  returned  only  yesterihiy, 
and  you  will,  I  am  sure,  readily  excuse  me  that  I  do  no  more  at  this  moment  than 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  17th,  and  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the 
frank  explanations  it  contains. 

You  will  feel  that  some  reflection  is  necessary  before  I  can  fully  appreciate  how 
far  any  exertions  of  mine  are  likely  to  be  successful  in  bringing  to  a  favourable 
result  the  subject  of  our  conferences.  My  heart  is  earnestly  engaged  in  the  effort 
to  obtain  a  result  so  beneficial ; — content  either  to  share  in  the  task  or  to  witness 
its  successful  accomplishment  by  others. 

You  shall  hear  from  me  as  soon  as  I  can  possibly  devote  to  the  subject  the  time 
its  importance  demands — for  no  one  will  better  understand  than  yourself  that  while 
individually  I  am  ready  to  make  any  effort  to  attain  an  end  I  consider  so  desirable, 
and  for  that  purpose  have  fully  opened  to  you  my  desire  to  learn  what  prospect 
there  was  of  success  with  those  with  whom  you  are  more  particularly  connected,  I 
have  to  secure  much  co-operation,  as  well  as  >  "nter  into  much  consultation,  with 
those  7vitA,  as  well  as  those  under,  whom  I  an.  acting,  ere  I  shall  be  able  to  reply 
to  you  in  the  same  spirit  as  you  have  so  kindly  addressed  me. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect,  sincerely  yours, 

W.  H.  DRAPER. 


Mr 


No.   6. 

Draper  to  the  Hon,  Mr.  Caron. 


Letter  from  the  Hon. 
Confidential. 

Montreal,  Nov.  19.  1845. 
My  Dear  Sir, — You  will,  after  the  kind  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me, 
expect  to  hear  again  from  me  what,  under  all  circumstances,  I  think  should  be 
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attempted,  in  order  to  accomjilisli  tlie  sinj^le  end  we  have  proposed  lo  ourselves, 
viz  ,  lo  facilitate  the  formation  of  a  ( JuveninieiU  which  would  possess  tile  conlideiice 
of  the  country  generally.  I  have  reflected  again  and  again  on  the  matter,  wiili  an 
anxious  desire  to  effect  a  good  understanding  with  the  party  with  whom  you  are 
connected,  as  constituting  the  majority  of  Lower  Canada  Kei)resentatives  in  the 
House  of  Assembly.  The  illness  of  Lord  Melcaife  has  prevented  my  laying  tlie 
question  before  him.     Hut  the  result  of  my  own   views  I  may  fully  lay  iK-fore  ycju. 

1  feel  sensibly  that  there  are  obligations  which,  as  a  pol  tician  and  a  man  of 
honour,  I  cannot  tiirow  aside  as  regards  others,  while,  on  the  otiier  hand,  I  feel  free 
to  expect  from  others  that  which,  on  jiublic  grounds,  I  am  prepared  to  do,  Now, 
I  am,  as  I  told  you,  ready  to  make  way  as  regards  my  own  office.  I  do  not  value 
public  life  enougli  to  cling  to  it,  or  to  take  any  course  but  that  wiiich  1  can  openly 
justify,  to  remain  in  it.     So  much  for  myself, 

I  have  felt  our  Council  required  to  be  strengthened,  and  that  the  offices  of  .Speaker 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  President  of  the  Executive  Council  inigiu  be  united 
as  a  |)ublic  saving  in  liirthenince  of  my  design. 

Tlie  position  ofMr.  Viger,  I  feel,  entitles  him  to  every  possil)le  consideration  on 
my  part.  Every  regard  to  his  feelings  and  wishes  should,  and  must  be  (as  I  am 
sure  vou  will  feel)  shewn  by  me.  But  I  will  not  conceal  from  you,  nor  indeed 
have  I,  that  I  have  long  viewed  his  retirement  from  the  position  as  essential  to  the 
strengthening  the  Government.      I  he  mode  of  effecting  it  is  another  consideration. 

As  to  my  other  Lower  Canada  colleagues,  Messrs.  Daly,  Fapineau  and  Smith,  I 
can  state  to  you  what  I  believe  to  be  their  feelings,  especially  the  two  former. 
They  are  not  anxious  to  stick  to  office,  to  embarrass  the  present  or  any  future  Gov- 
ernor in  forming  his  Council.  With  Mr.  Papineau  I  have  often  held  conversations, 
from  which  I  feel  certain  that  he  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  l)etween  retiring  to 
benefit  his  country,  and  remaining  to  create  difficulty.  With  regard  to  Mr. 
Smith,  I  have  held  no  conversation  with  him  on  the  possible  question  of  his 
retirement. 

I  can  answer  for  Mr,  Morris,  and  Mr.  Cayley,— as  for  myself,  that  our  holding 
oft'ice  is  dependent  on  our  doing  so  on  terms  which  will  not  compromise  our 
ciiaracters  as  individuals,  and  will  be  of  public  service.  If  either  of  tiiese  grounds 
fail,  we  would  retire.  No  difficulty  can  arise  with  either  of  us  in  making  any 
arrangements  for  a  good  government. 

This  being  premised,  I  wish  now  to  put  to  you  this  question  to  prevent  all  mis- 
understanding hereafter,  and  to  enable  me  to  act  fairly  in  the  matter  towards  those 
with  whom  ?i.w(S.  through  whom  I  have  to  act, — as  I  intimated  to  you  in  my  last, — 
"  Wliat  Offices  would  require  to  be  vacated,  or  what  changes  made  in  the  present 
Administration,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  the  French-Canadians 
generally  and  to  secure  their  support  ?  "  I  do  not  ask  you  to  name — as  the  time 
for  such  a  proposition  has  not  arrived,  nor  would  this  be  the  way  to  make  it. 
liut  if  I  can  stale  distinctly  what  is  expected  as  the  sine  qua  iioii — I  am  in  a  posi- 
tion to  lay  the  case  fairly  before  the  proper  parties,  and  to  consult  with  them  all 
as  to  wliat  we  will  decide.  You  will,  I  am  sure,  see  I  camot  otherwise  act  an 
honourable  part  to  my  colleagues. 

Hitherto  our  communications  have  been  of  the  character  confined  to  ourselves. 
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I'loni  my  esteem  for  your  diameter,  mid  my  coiifidence  in  your  judgment,  and 
from  ilie  lii^,'li  posit i(in  yuu  ludd,  I  s.)U(,'lil  an  explanation  that  I  niigiit— opening 
my  (iwn  views,— ascei tain  (if  you  felt  light  to  communicate  yours)  what  prusiiect 
there  wn i  of  rappivchcmeut.  So  far  our  confidence  1  l)elieve  has  been  mutual. 
Your  last  letter  contains  a  frank  and  interesting  exposd  of  the  general  view  of 
yourself  and  political  friends.  I  can  now  go  forward  the  moment  I  have  your 
nn'.wer  ;  liut  as  my  course  forward  is  to  lay  the  (piestion  l)eforethe  (iovernor  and 
my  colleagues  T  cannot  do  this,  involving  your  name,  without  your  full  consent, 
and  added  to  it  the  exjiiession  of  your  opin.on  on  the  question  I  have  put  as  to  tlie 
necessary  changes. 

Believe  me,  iSr'c. 

W.  H.  DRAPER. 


No. 
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TRANSLATION. 

\The  Hon.  E.  Caron  to  the  Hon.  \V.  11.  Draper.'] 

Quebec,  26th  Nov.,  1845. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — Your  note  of  the  24th  has  been  received  this  morning.  In 
announcing  to  me  thedeparture  of  His  Excellency  you  tell  me  that  you  hasten  to 
give  me  this  information  as  the  news  may  change  my  views  regarding  the  last 
letter  that  you  wrote  me.  In  fact  his  departure  cannot  fail  to  have  the  result  that 
you  anticipate.  In  the  communications  that  we  have  had  together,  you  are  aware 
that  I  have  never  represented  niy.stlf  as  head  of  a  party.  I  have  only  lent  myself, 
and  that  I  have  done  most  willingly,  to  mediate  between  those  whom  our  party 
regards  as  its  leaders  and  yourself,  in  order  to  acquaint  them  with  the  communi- 
cations tliat  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  me,  and  also  to  transmit  to  you  thei- 
views  and  ideas  on  the  subject  which  has  occupied  our  attention.  In  performing 
this  task  I  have  not  concealed  from  you  my  own  opinion,  but  this  being  of  only 
secondary  importance,  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  ni.ike  you  understand  what 
the  leaders  of  the  party  with  which  you  wished  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation 
would  desire  and  claim.  I  have  only  lent  my  assistance  to  this  object  because 
I  knew  that  there  existed  temporary  difficulties  which  prevented  communications 
being  easily  made  in  a  direct  manner  between  the  present  Administration  and 
those  whom  it  ought  to  address  in  order  to  attain  the  desired  end.  The  obstacles 
it  appears  to  me  no  longer  exist  and  ought  no  longer  to  exist,  and  consequently 
my  mission  must  cease  with  the  causes  which  gave  rise  to  it.  I  should,  however, 
be  sorry  that  you  should  conclude  from  this,  that  I  refuse  to  aid  in  bringing  about 
a  reconciliation  that  we  both  appear  to  desire.  On  the  contrary  I  am  ready  to  do 
all  in  my  power  to  facilitate  the  conclusion  of  it.  But  as  you  have  on  the  spot 
those  on  whom  in  a  great  degree  the  success  of  the  arrangement  depends,  it 
appears  to   me  more   expedient,  more   easy  and  more  expeditious,  to  treat  with 
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tlitiii  (liiectly.     l^fRRifR  >'>"  not  to  emharrnss  yours-lf  in  nny  manner  wiili  nic, 
aiiil   to  luiint  out  to  me  in  wliat  way  I  can  1)l'  useful  to  you, 

Yours  truly, 
(Signal),  R.  E.  Caron. 

Mr,  Draper  rose  to  ofTer  a  few  observations  and  hoped  tliat  the  rule  of  tlie 
House,  which  re(|uired  lliat  a  member  confine  his  speech  to  the  n)otion  shouM  not 
be  too  strictly  enforced  against  him,  (laughter).  He  (tlie  Atty.-Gen)  had  nothing 
to  conceal,  nothing  to  exjilain  away,  (hear,  hear.)  He  fearlessly  avowed 
that  lie  entertained  the  views  respectin;;  a  union  of  parties  expressed  in  the  coires- 
pondence  ;  such  were  his  views  in  1841  and  1842,  and  he  would  say  that  he  had 
not  changed  them  in  1846  ;  his  sentiments  in  that  regard  were  well  known  to  every 
one  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  country  since  the  Union,  he  avowed  tliem 
when  called  upon  by  Lord  Metcalfe  to  join  the  Admin  isiration,  and  if  there  was 
one  cause  which  more  than  another  operated  against  the  early  completion  of  the 
present  Ministry,  it  was  the  difficulty  of  carrying  out  the  i>rinciple  of  a  union  which 
he(ihe  Atty.  Gen,)  contended  for  ;  and  he  would  also  add  that  it  was  not  his  fault 
if  the  principle  was  not  carried  out.  He  (the  Atty.-Gen,)  had  to  state  to  the 
House  that  all  the  correspondence  had  not  been  read  ;  there  was  an  additional 
part  which  he  would  presently  read.  In  the  meantime  he  would  observe  tliat 
letters  had  just  been  read  which  he  heard  of  that  night  for  the  first  time.  He 
referred  to  those  of  the  7th  and  8th  Sept  ;  he  had  received  no  representation  what- 
ever of  the  contents  of  those  letters,  excepting  th.at  contained  in  the  letter  of  the 
lytli  September,  and  he  would  ask  the  house  whether  that  letter  sufficiently  informed 
him  of  the  views  of  those  who  had  been  consulted  by  Mr,  Caron,  He  (the  Atty.- 
Gen.)  did  not  know  till  yesterday  who  it  was  that  Mr,  Caron  coiresjionded  with. 
Could  it  be  supposed  that  if  he  knew  of  such  a  letter  a-  that  of  the  Hon,  Mr. 
Lafontaine's  of  the  loth  of  September,  that  any  further  correspondence  would  have 
taken  place  ?  Had  he  seen  that  letter,  had  he  been  informed  of  its  tone  and 
temper  towards  his  colleagues,  he  would  have  gone  no  farther  ;  he  would  have  seen 
that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation,  and  would  have  stopped  all 
proceeding.  Besides  he  could  not  have  been  a  party  to  a  correspondence  with  the 
latter  gentleman,  because  the  whole  movement  was  predicated  upon  the  impossi- 
bility of  that  learned  gentleman  becoming, under  existing  circumstances,  conuectea 
with  any  new  arrangement.  He  (the  Atty.-Gen.)  did  not  know  what  mistakes 
he  might  have  made  in  speaking  French,  as  he  sometimes  did  with  the  view  of 
improving  his  knowledge  of  th.at  langu.age,  but  he  knew  that  he  never  intended  to 
say  that  he  was  willing  to  join  the  honourable  member  for  Terrebonne  in  an 
Administration  (hear,  hear).  He  never  did  say  that  but  for  the  difficulty  arising 
out  of  personal  feeling  on  the  part  of  Lord  Metcalfe,  such  an  alliance  might  take 
place— not  that  he  (the  Atty-Gen.)  declared  to  the  contrary,  either,  but  bec.nuse 
he  gave  no  opinion  at  all  upon  it.  The  lion,  member  next  read  the  letters 
adverted  to  above,  after  which  he  reviewed  the  leading  facts  connected  with  the 
correspondence,  and  contended  with  some  warmth  that  he  had  not  been  fairly 
dealt  with.     He  complained  chiefly  of  his  letters  having  been  shown  to,    and  ulti- 
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mately  placed  in  the  liands  of  a  third  party  ;  of  Mr.  Lafontainc's  letter  having 
been  concealed  from  him,  and  of  permission  having  been  given  to  publish  the  cor- 
respondence without  consulting  him. 


No.  8. 

[From  Mr,  Draper  to  Mr,  Carcn.] 

Confidential. 

Montreal,  Nov.  26,  1S45. 

My  Dear  Sir, — The  departure  of  Lord  Metcalfe  took  place  this  nioinjng. 
Although  the  change  in  no  respect  alters  the  opinion  I  entertain  on  the  necessity  of 
strengthening  the  local  Administration,  it  materially  alter?  the  position  in  which  I 
am  and  may  be  to  effect  anything  beneficial  and  satisfactory. 

I  felt  it  my  duty  on  Monday,*  the  day  on  which  I  had  the  first  official  communi- 
cation of  His  Lordship's  intention — to  ajipri/e  you  of  it,  and  in  tiie  same  spirit  I 
mention  to  you  how  I  feel  my  position  affected,  as  you  have  a  right  to  expect  from 
me  tlie  earliest  intimation  of  everything  which  may  influence  your  own  opinion  and 
actions  in  this  matter.     Believe  me,  er'c. 

W.  H.  DRAi'ER. 


No.  9. 
[//on.  A".  E,   CaroH  to  Hon.   W.  IT.  Draper,^ 

Tetu's  Hotel,  19th  March,  1S46. 
Dear  Sir, — The  object  I  had  in  view  in  the  communications  which  have 
passed  between  us,  was, — as  I  have  frequently  told  you  in  writing  and  personally, 
— to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  views  and  opinions  of  my  political  friends,  in 
order  to  see  whether  it  might  not  be  possible  to  come  to  an  arrauijcment  with 
them.  In  order  to  fulfil  the  mission  I  had  undertaken  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  consult  the  leaders  of  the  party  with  whom  I  had  to  negotiate.  As  many  of 
them  lived  at  a  distance,  I  adopted,  as  the  easiest  and  most  open  mode  of  com- 
munication, the  plan  of  sending  to  them  both  your  letters  and  my  own,  as  they 
were  exchanged  between  us.  It  thus  happens  that  the  imi)ortani  jiart  of  our 
corresponilence  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  friends  to  whom  I  sent  it.  I  am 
not  aware  what  use  they  intend  to  make  or  can  make  of  these  documents,  but, 
anticipating  the  possibility  of  their  using  tiiem  and  making  them  ]Hihlic,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  mention  the  fixct  to  you,  in  order  that  if  our  correspondence  should 
become  public  you  may  know  under  what  circumstances  the  thing  took  place,  and 
how  and  why  the  papers  that  compose  it  passed  out  of  my  hands. 

I  am,  as  ever, 

Dear  Sir,  yours, 

R.  E.  CARON. 


*  Mem. — T  kept  no  copy  ot'  this  note.  It  cont.iined  nothing  but  the  annimci.Tlion  th.it  I..ord 
Metcalfe  was  going  away,  ?nd  that  the  information  was  given  that  Mr.  Caron  might  consider 
how  far  it  would  atTect  h.s  proceeding!). 
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No.   lo. 
\^froi>i  Mr.  Draper  to  Mr.  Caro)t\ 
Private. 

Montreal,  19th  March,  1S46. 

My  Di.ar  Sir, — I  have  just  received  your  note  of  this  date,  informing  nie  that 
in  Kllirnee  to  ceitain  communicatior.s,  partly  verbal  and  partly  written,  which 
had  passed  between  us  in  relation  to  the  administration  of  public  allairs  in  this 
I'lovince,  and  tlie  introduction  into  office  of  gentlemen,  lil;e  yourself,  of  French- 
Canadian  origin,  that  you  had,  from  the  necessity  of  consulting  with  the  chiefs  of 
the  pnity  with  whom  you  were  connected,  transmitted  to  them  my  letters  aildressed 
to  you  ;  tiiat  these  letters  are  now  actually  in  the  possession  of  your  friends,  to 
whom  you  had  sent  them  ;  that  you  are  ignorant  wliat  use  they  may  or  intend  to 
make  of  tliein,  but,  anticipating  that  they  may  possd)ly  make  them  public,  you 
fell  it  your  duty  to  communicate  the  fact  to  me,  that,  in  case  our  correspi)udence 
should  become  public,  1  might  know  under  what  circumstances  it  had  passed  out 
of  your  hands. 

Our  communications  began  by  a  conversation,  sought  for  on  my  part  with  you, 
in  which  1  e.xpiessed  my  dtsire  to  ascertain  (if  you  thought  lit  to  i)lace  that 
conliiicnce  in  me)  whether  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  bringing  into  office  geutle- 
nieu  such  as  yourself  were  not  to  be  surmounted,  and  I  said  that  unless  gentlemen 
of  opposite  parties  should  place  sufl'icient  reliance  on  each  other's  honour  and 
character  to  converse  frankly  and  coulidentially  on  such  a  subject,  there  could  be 
no  means  of  ascertaining  their  res[)ective  opinions,  or  whether  any  "•  rapproche- 
nieiU''  between  them  was  ])()ssible.  I  understood  you  to  assent  to  this  pro|)osition, 
and  1  then  discu  sed  with  you  my  view  as  to  the  state  of  political  parties  and  the 
possd)ility  of  bringing  the  French-Canadian  party  into  a  position  liy  which  they 
would  exercise  a  just  share  in  administering  iniblic  affairs.  You  made  me  aware 
that  you  must  confer  with  others  before  you  could  inform  me  what  ])robability 
there  was  that  any  result  could  be  attained.  'l"o  such  conference,  however,  1  was 
no  party  to  this  moment  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  parties  with  whom  it 
wa.  to  be  held— nor,  so  far  as  you  informed  me,  was  my  name  to  be  luaile  use  of. 

Tlie  letters  which  1  addressed  to  you,  in  furtherance  of  our  conversation,  were, 
on  my  part,  ceitaiidy  written  in  the  same  spirit  of  confidence  which  I  understood 
to  govern  our  conversation.  They  were  all,  if  I  mistake  not,  markeil  in  a  manner 
unei|uivocall)  to  shew  this, — in  fact,  as  strongly  as  is  consistent  with  a  proper 
regard  of  what  is  due,  and  should  be  left,  to  the  honour  of  a  gentleman. 

The  course  which  your  friends,  in  whose  hands  you  had  placed  these  letters, 
may  take  in  forcing  you  into  the  po,sition  of  being  a  party  to  making  that  public 
^>•llich  was  confidential,  and  communicated  in  reliance  on  your  character,  is  a 
matter  in  respect  to  which  I  do  not  feel  I  have  any  thing  to  do.  It,  of  course, 
rests  between  )ou  and  them.  As  regards  myself,  I  must  observe  that  I  never 
supposed,  nor  did  you,  until  your  note  of  this  morning,  ever  intimate  to  me  that 
you  had  placed  the  letters,  which  I  had  addressed  to  you,  out  of  your  own  control, 
or  even  that  you  had  put  it  into  the  power  of  any  third  party  to  violate  the 
confidence  we  had  placed  in  each  othfjr.     On  my  part,  I  can  assure  you,  I  had 
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invariably  taken  care,  in  all  communications  with  others  to  which  the  subject 
matter  of  our  correspondence  gave  rise,  to  secure  that  your  name  should  not  be 
brought  into  question. 

I  have  felt  it  due  to  myself  to  make  this  reply  to  your  note,  that  tlie  opinion  I 
entertain  of  the  character  of  our  communications  may  be  known  to  you  as  soon 
as  possible,  after  I  am  apprised  of  the  position  in  which  you  are  placed,  with 
your  own  friends,  in  legaid  to  it. 

Believe  me,  6^c, 

W.  H.  DRAPER. 


No.   II. 

[/Avt.  R.  E.  Caron  to  Hon  W,  //.  Draper.'] 

Monday,  April  6,  1846. 

Dear  Sir, — The  correspondence  which  passed  between  us,  and,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  between  me  and  some  of  my  friends  to  whom  I  was  obliged  to 
communicate  it,  has  lately  given  rise  to  some  debates  in  your  house  ;  the  news- 
papers have  taken  up  the  subject,  and  it  has  become  the  theme  of  public  discussions 
in  which  it  is  represented  as  altogether  different  from  what  it  really  is. 

I  have  always  thought  that  the  publication  of  this  correspondence,  would  be  of 
no  advantage,  and  have  done  all  I  couk  to  prevent  it ;— but  from  the  turn  the 
business  has  taken  and  the  state  in  which  things  now  are,  it  seems  to  me  preferable 
that  the  matter  should  appear  in  its  tiae  light,  and  should  be  judged  of  and 
appreciated  according  to  its  true  merits  and  at  what  it  is  really  worth,  and  not 
according  to  reports  which  must  be  more  or  less  false  and  erroneous. 

I  am  therefore  now  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  justice  to  me,  and  for 
the  interest  of  all  those  who  have  taken  part  in  this  correspondence  that  it  should 
be  at  once  published, — and  that  it  should  be  so  at  my  instance  rather  than  in  any 
other  way.  1  flatter  myself  that  you  will  coincide  in  opinion  with  me,  and  that 
you  will  give  your  consent  to  a  proceeding  which  I  had  not  anticipated  and 
sincerely  regret,  but  vo  which  I  am  driven  by  circumstances. 

In  effecting  the  publication  I  propose  to  leave  out  all  that  does  not  bear  upon 
the  principal  matter ; — I  have  looked  upon  many  of  your  notes  as  destined  for  my 
eye  alone  ;  they  have  never  been  shewn,  and  have  never  gone  out  of  my  hands. 
These  will  be  omitted,  unless  you  express  your  wish  to  the  contrary,  of  which  you 
will  please  to  inform  me. 

Waiting  your  answer,  I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  devoted  servant, 

R.  E.  CARON. 


No.    12. 
[From  Mr,  Draper  to  Mr.  Caron, 1 

Montreal,  6th  April,  1846. 
My  Dear   Sir, — I   delayed   answering  your  note  of  this  morning,  from   the 
necessity  of  consulting  some  friends  as  to  the  course  I  ought  to  take.     A  new 
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feature  has  just  presented  itself.  Mr.  Lafontaine  has  a  few  minutes  ago  given 
notice  that  to-morrow  he  will  communicate  the  correspondence  he  has  to  the 
House.  I  do  not  know  what  portion  of  the  correspondence  between  you  and 
nivself  is  in  his  hands.  I  assume  all  that  has  been  written  is  not.  My  consent  to 
publication  is  now  quite  unnecessary — and  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  obliged  to  ask 
vou  to  allow  me  to  make  public  anything  you  or  I  have  interchanged,  which  Mr. 
Lafontaine  either  may  not  choose,  or  may  not  be  able — from  not  possessing  it — to 
communicate.  I  am  told  that  it  has  been  asserted  that  some  letter  of  Mr. 
Lafontaine  to  you  was  sent  or  communicated  to  me,  and  that  I  answered  it.  I 
wish  your  authority  for  stating  that  you  never  communicated  to  me  either  Mr. 
Lafontaine's  letter  or  that  of  any  other  person,  relating  to  the  matter,  otherwise 
than  your  letter  of  the  17th  September  last  may  be  considered  a  communication 
of  tliem. 
Your  answer  before  the  House  meets  to-morrow,  will  greatly  oblige, 

Yours,  my  dear  Sir, 

W.  H.  DRAPER. 


Hon.  Mr.  Lafontaine  explained — he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  communication 
between  the  Attorney-General  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Caron,  but  he  felt  assured  that 
the  conduct  of  the  latter  gentleman  was  strictly  honourable.  He  desired,  however, 
to  explain  that  although  at  one  time  the  hon.  gentleman  referred  to  liad  objected 
to  the  publication  of  the  correspondence,  he  had  consented  to  his  making  use  of 
it  in  his  place  in  Parliament  in  accoidance  with  constitutional  usages,  usmg, 
however,  a  judicious  discretion.  Such  was  the  position  of  the  aft'air  when  he 
yesterday  received  a  note  from  the  hon.  gentleman  announcing  his  intention  of 
immediately  publishing  the  correspondence.  He  accordingly  felt  it  his  duty 
immediately  to  lay  it  before  Parliament. 

Mr.  Viger,  after  having  spoken  at  some  length  in  French,  said  that  he  now 
wanted  to  say  a  few  words  in  English  ;  he  was  not  a  good  English  speaker,  but 
he  could  speak  a  little  English  in  his  own  way.  The  hon.  member  opposite  had 
broken  a  rule  of  honour  in  reading  the  correspondence  ;  tiiere  was  no  constitutional 
law  or  practice  that  required  any  member  to  do  such  a  thing,  no  power  could  dis- 
pense witii  the  laws  of  honour,  and  he  would  defy  the  hon.  member  to  produce  a 
single  analagous  case  to  the  present  one.  An  hon.  member  some  time  ago  made 
a  motion  praying  for  an  address  to  His  Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the 
Government  for  copies  of  correspondence,  and  he  [Mr.  V.]  would  have  been  huppy 
if  he  had  obtained  the  Address,  and  he  would  have  obtained  it,  if  he  had  done  it  in 
a  proper  manner.  He  [Mr.  Viger]  had  been  acquainted  with  the  whole  matter, 
and  he  was  quite  willing  to  resign  if  the  proposed  arrangement  had  been  effected. 
He  had  been  taunted  with  being  ambitious  and  guilty  of  other  crimes.  Hon.  gen- 
tlemen might  insult  him,  they  had  destroyed  his  character  with,  his  countrymen 
[hear,  hear,  from  the  Opposition],  but  he  trusted  to  Providence  for  justice.  [Cheers 
from  the  Ministerial  benches.] 

Mr.  Aylwin — He  was  a  plain  spoken  man,  and  he  would  say  to  members, 
after  the  expose  that  he  [Mr.  Viger]  had  made  to-day,  after  what  had  tai<on  place, 
that  if  that  hon.   member  represented  any  part  of  tlie  country,  he  [.Mr.  A.]  did 
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not.  lie  called  upon  the  whole  of  the  Canadian  members  present,  and  he  [Mr.  A.] 
was  sorry  that  he  was  not  a  Frencii-Canadian  himself  [laughter],  yes,  he  voukl  call 
upon  them  to  declare  if  the  hon.  member  opposite  represented  any  portion  of  the 
Lower  Canadian  population.    [Loud  cries  of  no,  no.] 

Mr.  Drajier — Would  ask  the  hon.  member  for  Terrebonne  what  steps  were 
taken  by  the  Hon,  Mr,  Caron  to  prevent  the  publication  of  the  correspondence? 

Mr.  Lafontaine  —In  an  interview  which  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  with  Mr.  Caron,  he 
(Mr.  Caron)  refused  to  allow  the  correspondence  to  be  published,  but  afterwards 
he  consented  that  it  should  be  used  for  constitutional  purposes. 

Mr.  Prince — Expressed  regret  at  the  course  the  hon.  member  for  Terrebonne 
had  adopted.  This  suliject  seems  to  have  excited  a  great  interest,  as  even  the 
ladies  were  drawn  from  their  houses  to  be  present  at  this  debate.  He  (Mr.  1'.) 
would  ask,  what  is  to  be  the  result  of  this  great  discussion  ?  Is  it  to  lead  to  the 
public  good  ?  No.  It  is  a  personal  persecution  of  a  man  who  is  an  honour  to  Upper 
Canada.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  mountain  has  been  in  labour,  and  lo  !  it  has  brouglit 
forth  a  mouse.  We  ought  not  to  have  allowed  communications  that  were  written 
in  strict  confidence  to  iiave  been  read.  This  House  ought  to  set  an  example  to 
the  country  of  strict  honour  and  integrity.  He  (Mr.  P.)  did  not  charge  the  hon. 
member  for  Terrebonne  with  a  breach  of  confidence,  but  he  did  charge  him  with  a 
want  of  taste.  Though  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  objected  to  the  reading  of  this  coires- 
pondence,  he  was  too  happy  to  find  that  it  had  been  read — it  shewed  him  that  the 
object  was  to  embarrass  the  Government — that  the  leaders  of  the  French-Cana- 
dians had  been  guilty  of  base  ingratitude— the  hand  of  friendship  had  been  held 
out  to  them  and  they  had  rejected  it — all  attempt  to  conciliate  them,  upon  British 
principles,  had  failed — the  principle  they  seem  to  h.-we  acted  upon  was  uiU  Casar 
aut  tntllus ;  unless  the  British  inhabitants  would  bow  their  necks  and  allow  them- 
selves to  be  trampled,  the  French-Canadians  would  not  join  them  in  promoting 
good  government.  He  (Mr.  P.)  thought  the  proceedings  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Terrebonne  had  excited  the  disgust  of  the  majority  of  this  House.  (Yes— No.) 
"Why  do  not  the  Opposition  come  manfully  forward  and  move  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence?  He  (Mr.  P.)  only  hoped  he  might  be  present  in  order  that  he  might 
behold  how  miseralily  such  a  motion  would  fail.  For  the  sake  of  the  character 
of  the  French-Canadians,  which  he  respected,  he  deeply  regretted  what  had 
occurred.  If  the  principle  of  monarchy  be  honour,  as  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head 
said  it  was,  the  principle  and  practice  of  legislation  ought  to  be  the  same. 

Hon.  Mr.  Baldwin — One  of  the  objections  advanced  by  the  hon.  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Essex  was  to  the  manner  of  the  proceeding  adopted  by  the  learned  member 
for  Terrebonne.  Any  one  acquainted  with  Parliamentary  practice,  with  Parliamen- 
tary history,  must  know  that  the  course  taken  by  his  hon.  friend  was  perfectly 
correct.  He  [Mr.  B.]  observed  that  the  hon.  President  of  the  Council  shook  his 
head,  he  feared  that  the  hon.  gentleman's  memory  in  the  present,  as  well  as  other 
instances,  failed  him.  The  occasion  of  such  debates  in  the  Britirn  Parliament 
generally  was  on  a  motion  of  adjournment,  or  on  the  issuing  of  a  new  writ.  As 
far,  then,  as  regarded  the  time  and  manner  of  the  discussion,  there  was  not  the 
slightest  informality.  It  was  also  correct,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  Speaker,  that 
the  correspondence  would  form  no  part  of  the  Journals— it  was  a  mere  matter  of 
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explanation .  In  referringto  the  n\pre  important  question  before  the  Mouse,  he  [Mr. 
B.J  wouhl  first  say  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  join  with  the  Atty..Gen.  West  in 
conden-.ning  an  hon.  gentleman  who  held  a  high  place  in  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  because  that  distinguished  individual  was  not  there  to  exjilain  how 
far  misunderstanding  might,  according  to  the  suggestion  of  the  learned  Atlorney- 
Genernl  himself,  have  arisen  from  a  difference  of  language.  15ut  he  [Mr.  MJ  had 
no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Tevrebonne  ;  lie  was  prepared  to,  and  did,  in  the  fullest  manner,  justify  that 
course  ;  he  maintained  that  his  learned  friend  had  been  gudty  of  no  breach  of  con- 
fidence, he  was  bound,  injustice  to  constitutional  principles,  injustice  to  his  jiarty, 
to  those  who  gave  him,  and  would  continue  to  give  him,  a  firm  and  honest,  and 
heartv  support — (Loud  cheers.)  He  was  bound  in  justice  to  his  own  high  char- 
acter to  act  in  the  way  he  had,  and  in  no  other.  He  [Mr.  B.]  was  willing  to  bear 
his  share,  aye,  to  bear  the  whole  of  the  responsibility  of  the  part  performe'l  by  his 
learned  friend.  [Cheers].  He  observed  that  hon.  members  opposite  si,-: led  ;  he 
was  not  surprised  that  some  of  those  gentlemen  smiled,  those  who  were  known 
only  for  their  disregard  of  British  principles,  or  who,  like  the  learned  member  for 
Ksse.x  [Col.  I'rinceJ  had  British  principles  ever  on  their  tongue,  but  never  in 
their  heart  [cheers  and  laughter],  and  whose  whole  lives  have  been  spent  in  resist- 
ing the  establishment  of  such  principles  ;  but  he  did  wonder  at  others  who  had 
themselves  drunk  at  the  fountain  of  English  freedom,  it  did  astonisii  liim  to  hear 
thcvi  decry  a  jiractice  that  bad  been  followed  by  a  Chatham,  a  Pitt  and  others  of 
equal  eminence.  He  did  not  know  what  the  President  of  the  Council  might  recol- 
lect in  the  way  of  precedent,  but  he  would  appeal  to  the  Hon.  Attorney-deiieral 
West,  did  he  not  recollect  the  celetirated  attempt  in  l8l2  to  form  a  Ministry,  the 
long  negotiations  that  took  place,  when  all  attempts  failed,  and  yet  the  fullest  ex- 
planations were  given.  Was  it  imputed  to  the  parties  concerned  in  that  affair 
th.1t  they  had  acted  inconsistently  with  the  principles  of  honour  and  good  faith  ? 
He  [Mr.  li]  had  occasion  to  say  before  in  that  House,  what  he  would  then  repeat, 
that  the  exclusive  responsibility  of  such  negotiations  as  those  in  question  did  not 
belong  to  the  party  on  the  Ministeri.il  side  ;  the  member  of  the  Oppositi<3n  was 
bound  10  reveal  fully  to  his  party  the  part  he  had  taken,  that  they  might  judge 
how  far  he  had  attended  to  their  interests.  Applying  this  principle  then  to  the 
present  case,  he  would  ask  how  the  hon.  member  for  Terrebonne  could  have 
satisfied  his  friends  that  his  conduct  was  consistent  with  his  position,  without  dis- 
closing all  that  had  occurred  on  both  sides.  In  the  first  place  he  was  requested 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  bring  about  the  junction  of  parties.  He  receives  a  letter 
to  that  effect,  in  which  he  is  requested  to  consult  his  friends.  Rumours  get  abroad, 
and  lie  is  called  upon  for  explanation,  and  is  he  then  not  to  show  the  actual  letter, 
upon  which  he  acted?  If  not,  the  natural  consequence  would  be  a  suspicion  of 
forgery.  He  did  not  say  that  such  a  charge  would  be  made,  but  the  doctrine 
laid  down  by  members  opposite  might  lead  to  that  result.  He  [Mr.  Baldwin] 
could  imagine  a  case  of  a  letter  being  received  which  ought  not  to  be  made  public, 
one,  for  instance,  in  which  the  party  receiving  it  would  be  told  that  the  subject  of 
the  letter  should  not  be  disclosed  to  a  third  party.  But  the  present  was  not  such 
a  case.     Here  a  letter  is  written  involving  a  direct  necessity  to  consult  others.     If 
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it  were  stated  in  the  letter  received  by  the  lion,  member  for  Terrebonne  that  it 
should  not  pass  into  other  hands,  the  immediate  answer  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  be,  "  I  cannot  proceed  as  you  desire  ;  I  cannot  act  upon  your  recommen- 
dations, because  you  do  not  permit  me  to  use  what  would  be  my  authority  for 
acting."  He  [Mr.  Baldwin]  would  repeat  that  he  considered  the  conduct  of  his 
learned  friend  had  been  strictly  that  of  a  man  of  honour.  With  respect  to  the 
correspondence  which  had  been  read,  it  remained  to  be  seen  what  it  would  produce  ; 
he  did  not  know  whether  the  hon.  member  for  Three  Rivers  felt  very  thankful  to 
the  hon.  Atty.-Gen.  West. 
Mr.  Viger — I  do  thank  him. 

Mr.  Baldwin — Well  then  all  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  say  was  that  the  hon.  member 
was  thankful  for  small  favours — (much  laughter).  He  (Mr.  Baldwin)  would 
make  one  more  remark.  The  hon.  members  on  his  side  of  the  House  had  heard 
the  declaration  of  the  hon.  member  for  Essex  (Col.  Prince)  that  it  was  impossible 
to  satisfy  the  Lower  Canadians,  and  they  had  heard  the  cheers  with  which  that 
assertion  was  received  by  the  other  side— (hear).  He  hoped,  then,  that  liis  friLMids 
would  reflect  upon  the  feeling  thus  shown;  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  no  doubt  thai  the 
opposite  side  would  gladly  take  the  votes  of  his  hon.  friends,  but  he  doubted 
whether  they  would  give  much  in  return. 

Mr.  Draper — The  hon.  member  (Mr.  Baldwin)  has  thouglit  proper  to  make 
reflections  upon  my  sincerity,  and  I  am  called  upon  to  answer  them.  He  (Mr. 
D.)  challenged  the  hon.  member  for  North  York,  with  all  his  knowledge  of  parlia- 
mentary practice,  to  state  a  single  instance  in  which  a  communication  marked 
contidential  was  communicated  to  Parliament  without  the  writer's  consent. 
Mr.  Baldwin — Was  not  aware  of  any  instance. 

Mr.  Draper — Then  the  analogy  of  the  hon.  member  is  entirely  at  fault.  If  pro- 
posals had  been  made  and  refused,  then  the  parties  would  have  been  bound  to  have 
made  them  known  to  those  with  wliom  they  usually  acted,  and  to  Parliament.  His 
(Mr.  D.'s)  propositions  were  made  in  perfect  sincerity  of  heart,  and  with  a  fidl 
intention  of  carrying  tliem  out.  If  he  (Mr.  D.)  had  the  support  he  was  represented, 
he  was  proud  of  it,  and  he  trusted  that  his  conduct  would  always  be 
such  as  would  entitle  him  to  the  hearty  support  of  his  party.  He  (Mr.  D.)feli 
proud  of  his  position  as  being  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  independent  men. 
Mr.  Aylwin — As  member  for  London. 

Mr.  Draper — Thought  that  his  position  was  at  least  as  good  as  a  certain  gentle- 
man who  had  been  called  the  representative  of  the  Returning  oni:tr  for  Portneuf. 
He  (Mr.  D.)  had  adopted  no  new  views  with  respect  to  admitting  the  French 
Canadians  to  a  just  share  in  the  Government .  He  confessed  that  he  heard  with 
-ome  surprise  the  taunts  that  were  thrown  out  against  him  for  want  of  sincerity. 
He  (Mr.  D.)  did  not  wish  to  rake  up  old  sores,  and  there  are  many  members 
present  who  remember  the  explanations  he  made  during  the  last  Parliament.  He 
considered  that  he  had  sutUciently  explained  his  conduct.  He  would  state  now 
what  he  stated  before,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  member  for  the  North  Riding  of  York, 
who  inquired  why  he  did  not  resign  with  liim,  when  Lord  Sydenham  would  not  do 
justice  to  the  French  Canadians.  It  was  hard  to  expect  him  to  join  him  in  his 
resignation,  when  he  gave  me  no  information  of  his  intention  to  resign. 
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Mr.  I'lince — Mo  was  going  to  move  an  amendment.  He  had  been  taunteil  by  the 
hon.  member  for  the  Fourth  Riding  of  York  with  having  always  British  principles 
upon  his  tongue,  and  not  having  tiieni  in  his  heart.  He  liad  alw.iys  doubted  if  ever 
he  (Mr,  li.J  had  them  in  his  heart,  and  he  was  certain  now  that  he  had  not  ;  he  is 
not  a  Briton,  and  there  was  nothing  15ritish  al)out  him.  He  (Mr.  I',)  pionminced 
him  to  lie  the  most  impracticable  Minister  the  country  ever  had,  and  the  members 
opposite  had  l)een  saciiticeil  to  his  impracticability.  He  moved  an  amendment, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Johnston,  that  when  the  House  adjourned  on  Tiuirsday,  lliUt  it 
stand  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next,  instead  of  Monday. — (Laughter.) 

Mr.  lialdwin  wislied  to  offer  a  word  or  two  in  explanation,  in  conse(iu  noe  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Attorney-General.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  ci'iiainly 
expressed  surprise  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  entertaining  such  an  anxious 
desire  to  obtain  justice  for  the  French  Canadians,  had  not  su])]iorted  liini  in 
1S41,  wlien  he  resigned  expressly  for  that  purpose  ;  but  he  (Mr.  B  )  did  not  mean 
to  convey  the  idea  thit  the  Attorney-General  was  bound  to  him  (Mr.  B.)  ai  any 
way. 

Mr.  Watts  did  not  think  that  the  discussion  had  taken  a  proper  turn.  Th  ^  cor- 
respondence ou|^ht  to  ho  considered  in  its  geneial  bearings  upon  the  intere-ts  of 
Lower  Canada  in  particular, — ihoar,  hear) — it  was  of  secondary  inipoitance 
whether  the  hon.  member  for  Terrebonne  was  justified  m  making  it  public  nv  not. 
In  all  probability  the  conduct  of  the  lion,  and  learned  member  lor  Terrebonne  will 
be  censured  or  applauded  according  to  the  political  bias  of  the  persons  who  pass 
judgment  on  it.  The  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Essex  (Col.  Prince)  had  stated 
that  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  member  for  Terrebonne  was  calculated  to  excite 
disgust.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  was  his  (Mr.  W.)  opinion  that  the  hon.  member 
for  Terrebonne  would  be  in  power  before  twelve  months  had  passed  over,  and  that 
he  would  then  find  the  hon  and  learneil  member  for  Essex  as  firm  a  supj)ortcr  as  he 
had  been  btfore,  and  as  he  had  been  to  every  Ministry  since  he  came  to  the  country. 
What  i.>  the  subject  of  debate  at  present  ?  (Hear,  hear.;  It  appears  that  there  has 
been  a  secret  correspondence  commenced  witiiout  tiie  knowledge  of  his  colleagues 
or  his  supporters,  between  the  leader  of  the  Ministry  and  a  leading  gentleman  of 
opposite  politics,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the  Ministry  by  the  adhesiiju  of 
the  great  body  of  the  Lower  Canadians,  and  turning  out  his  colleagues  to  fill  their 
places  from  the  Opposition  benches.  He  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  approve  of  this  cor- 
respondence. The  Ministry  were  placed  in  their  seats  by  the  votes  of  the  majority 
of  this  House,  and  they,  the  L.  C.  section  of  this  majority,  had  given  them  a  steady 
and  hearty  support,  and  had  never  once  allowed  them  to  be  placed  in  a  r.unoniy 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  Parliament  up  to  the  present.  Tiiey  had, 
therefore,  no  right  to  sell  a  portion  of  that  majority— to  adopt  a  course  that  would 
kick  a  number  of  members  into  the  opposition.  He  (Mr.  W.)  denied  tiiat  tue 
Attorney-General  West  had  a  right  to  cabal  with  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  colleagues.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  members  for 
Missisquoi,  Three  Rivers,  Ottawa,  and  Mogantic,  who  form  the  Lower  Canada 
section  of  the  Ministry,  whether  they  were  made  acquainted  with  the  existence  oi' 
this  correspondence  when  it  commenced  or  not.  (Loud  cries  of  hear,  hear,  liear. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  was  under  the  impression  that  they  were  not,  and  for  the  meiiiljer:. 
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o  the  party  which  has  siipportcrl  the  Government,  how  were  they  maile  aware  of 
this  correspondence  ?  Was  it  communicated  to  them  by  the  Hon.  Allorney-Gen- 
eral  or  his  collea{,'ues,  or  has  not  its  existence  been  made  known  to  them  liy 
the  members  of  the  Opposition.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  two  Generals  in  the  charge  of 
adverse  armies,  were,  without  the  knowleilge  and  consent  of  their  respective  gov- 
erntnents,  caupht  in  secret  correspomlcnce  to  betray  the  troops  under  tiieir  com- 
mand, we  all  know  the  punishment  they  would  receive  for  their  treachery,  and  he 
(Mr,  W.)  would  ask  whether  there  was  such  a  wide  distinction  between  military 
and  i^olitical  honour,  thai  what  would  be  ruin  in  tiie  one  case  was  to  be  ap|)lauded 
in  the  other.  liut  to  come  to  a  nearer  parallel — if  Sir  R.  Peel,  without  the  know, 
k'dtje  of  the  Duke  of  Wellingion  and  his  colleay;ues,  were  caught  tam- 
pering; in  a  secret  c  )rres|):)ii  I  .iice  with  Lord  Joiin  Kussell  with  a  view  to  changes 
in  the  Ministry,  would  not  iiis  conduct  be  reprobated  by  the  whole  British  Farlia- 
meiU  and  people?  If  such  would  be  the  case,  he  (Mr.  W.)  considered  the 
Altoniey-General  had  acted  tleculedly  wrong  in  commencing  these  negotiations 
witluiut  the  knowleilge  of  his  colleagues  and  his  party,  and  lie  (Mr.  W.)  as  an 
indrpeiident  member  of  this  House,  felt  it  his  duty  to  liis  constituents  to  protest 
against  their  being  Mciiniized  by  tlie  Attorney-Lieneral  for  Upper  Canada,  whose 
sole  oljject  seemed  to  be  to  stre.igihen  his  own  hands  at  the  expense  of  the  British 
po|iulation  of  Lower  Laiuida. 

Mr.  I'rince — He  should  not  have  troubled  the  House  again  if  he  had  not  been 
taunted  by  the  lion.  meml)er  for  Drummond  with  having  supported  the  late  Min- 
istry. He  did  not  deny  it,  and  lie  opposed  them  now  because  tiiey  opposed  the 
principles  that  they  then  supported.  I'here  was  no  difference  between  the 
present  Ministry  as  to  principle.  The  Opiiosition  arises  merely  for  place  and  not 
fur  principle.  He  defied  tlicm  to  point  out  any  inconsistency  in  his  (Mr.  P.)  con- 
duct.     (Ironical  cluers.; 

'I'lie  aniendiiieiil  wasiiitn  put  and  lost. 

The  umtion  that  the  House  when  it  adjourns  on  Thursday  stand  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  w  a>  then  cair.ed. 

The  House  then  udjouiiied. 

THK    CORRKSPONDENCE. 

The  [uiblic  are  at  length  in  possession  of  llie  correspondence  between  Messrs. 
Alloiiiey-General  Draper,  Caron  and  Lafonlaine,  regarding  which  so  many 
rumours  have  been  Circ  ulated.  I'he  discussion  which  ensued  in  the  House  was 
really  fiivolous.  Mr.  Watts,  the  member  for  Drummond,  was  almost  the  only 
member  of  those  who  usually  vote  on  the  Ministerial  side  that  treated  the  subject 
Willi  becoming  graviiy.  Mr.  Draper  o.lered  no  explanation  whatever  regarding 
his  most  extraordinary  conduct.  He  complained  with  some  bitterness  of  the  treat- 
ment, which  he  iiad  leceisetl  at  tiie  hands  of  Mr.  Caron,  and  what  he  conceived  to 
be  a  violation  of  conhdence,  biu  ne  seemed  to  consider  that  no  explanation  was 
due  to  the  House  or  the  country  as  to  the  position  of  the  Admmistratio*!,  of  whioh 
he  is  the  acknowledged  leader.  Tlie  correspondence  and  the  debate  which  grew 
out  of  it  involve  considerations  of  the  gravest  importanCe,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  us  to  express  m  one  article  all  that  we  would  desire  to  say.  Negotiations 
have  taken  place  for  a  re-conatructioii  of  the  Administration  on  the  basis  of  the 


il(l 


SIR   FRANCIS    IIINGKS,    K.C.M.G.,    C.B. 


1()9 


resiiective  majoiities  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canaila  being  represented  in  llie  Pro- 
vincial Cabinet.  Mr.  Draper  lias  plejj^ed  himself  to  this  principle,  and  althouLjh 
from  some  yet  une.xplained  cans;  he  h.is  not  taken  the  proper  and  constitutional 
means  to  carry  his  principles  into  practice,  he  must  be  considered  as  readv  on  the 
first  favourable  opjiortunity  to  do  so.  Messrs.  I.afontai  >  and  Morin,  on  tiie  other 
hand,witii  the  Lower  Canada  majority,  are  pleilged  to  form  a  coalition,  provided 
they  can  do  so  on  honourable  terms,  with  any  party  having  a  majority  in  the 
Upper  Canada  representation.  Such  are  the  facts,  and  at  present  we  shall  dismiss 
this  branch  of  our  subject  with  a  simple  statement  of  them.  We,  many  months 
ago,  gave  it  as  our  opinion  that  such  a  coalitio..  would  fail  to  ensure  a  strong, 
efficient  or  satisfactory  Government,  bnt  we  at  the  same  time  stated  that  the  gen- 
ernl  opinion  in  Lower  Canada  was  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  itspojiulaiion 
had  no  other  resource  than  to  co-operate  with  those  who  a[)peared  to  command 
public  confidence  in  Upper  Canada.  This  subject  is  one  which  of  itself  would 
require  to  be  treated  at  very  great  length,  and  at  present  it  is  impossible  for  -us  to 
enter  into  the  discussion. 

The  debate  on  Tuesday  evening  turned  jirincipally  upon  the  nature  of  the  com- 
munications between  Messrs.  Draper  and  Caron,  and  the  former  gentleman  coni- 
]ilained  bitterly  of  the  conduct  of  the  latter  in  violating  confidence.  Tiiere  is  no 
douljt  whatever  that  the  whole  proceedings  have  been  irregular,  unprecedented 
and  perhaps,  we  might  say,  unconstitutional.  Mr.  Caron,  actuated,  as  every  one 
who  reads  his  letters  must  admit,  by  the  purest  and  most  patriotic  motives  has 
been  victimized,  per!ia])S  by  the  superior  tact  of  the  Attorney  CJeneral  for  Upper 
Canada.  That  iionourable  gentleman  well  deserves  the  title  of  an  "  artful  dodger" 
in  pel. tics.  Where  in  England  shall  we  find  a  precedent  for  a  Minister  opening 
negotiations  wiih  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  view.s, 
and  after  having  obtained  them,  coolly,  and  without  the  sligiite^t  reason  given, 
abandoning  his  own  schemes,  and  leaving  those  whom  he  has  ciu|ied  in  tlie  lurch, 
sheltering  himself  under  the  confidential  character  of  his  communications.  Let  us, 
however,  endeavour  to  give  a  fair  and  impartial  history  of  all  that  took  place, — 
and  of  the  views  of  the  parties  to  the  negotiations.  It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference 
to  Mr.  Caron's  first  letter  to  Mr.  Lafontaine,  No.  I,  that  Mr.  Diaper  sought  eon 
versations  with  him,  the  object  o{  ^uhich  was  to  see  if  any  means  tu/.v/tv/ of  obtaining 
tlie  support  of  the  Lower  Canadian  majority  ;  and  in  the.se  conversations  tlie  retire- 
ment of  .Messrs.  Viger  and  Papineau  was  f.poken  of  as  a  matter  of  cour.se.  Mr. 
Morin's  name  was  mentioned  as  one  that  might  be  introduced,  while  Mr.  Lafon- 
taine was  to  be  excluded.  Mr.  Draper  admits  the  truth  of  this  representation  of 
his  conversation  with  Mr.  Caron.  Mr.  Caron  wtwr  coinmunkated  to  any  one  i\\e 
substance  of  these  conversations,  considering  tiiem  as  strictly  confidential.  Mr. 
Draper  got  more  urgent.  He  was  not  satisfied  to  let  matters  rest,  lie  wrote  tr» 
Mr.  Caron  at  (Quebec,  reminding  him  of  their  previous  conversations,  and  asking 
him  whether  anything  could  be  done.  Still  Mr.  Caron  keeps  th'  matter  to  him- 
self, but  on  a  subsequent  visit  to  Montreal,  having  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Diaper* 
in  which  the  subject  was  again  discussed,  he  obtained  permission  to  consult  his 
friends, — with  what  object?  Clearly  to  see  if  it  were  possible  to  effect  the  object 
which  both  had  in  view  ? 
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Mr.  Draper  dwelt  much  in  his  speech  on  his  being  kept  in  ignorance  regarding 
these  cniisultntions.     Tliis,  however,  is  the  merest  trifling.    Mr.  Draper  is  a  politi- 
cian— he  desired  to  obtain  the  support  of  a  party.     He  himself  avowed  that  after 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Lafontaine,  in  1J543,  ^'^^  delay  in  forming  the  Administra- 
tion had  been  caused  by  the  endeavours  to  secure  the  support  of  the  Lower  Canada 
majority.     lie  knew  that  the  support  he  did  get  was  of  no  use,  and  that  the  very 
oliject  lie  had  in  view  was  to  satisfy  the  majority  by  introducing  into  the   Ministry 
men  possessing  their  confidence.     Now,  we  put  it  to  every  man  of  common  sense, 
in  or  out  of  Parliament — every  man   acquainted  with  British  principles  and  prac- 
tice— whether  it  was  possible  for   Mr.  Caron  to  have  discharged  the  task  imposed 
on  him  by  .Mr.  Draper,  and  which  the  latter  gentleman  solicited  him  to  undertake, 
without  communicating,  in  the  fullest  and  most  unreserved  manner,  wi/A  the  lead- 
ers of  the  pa!  ty  whose  support  Mr.  Draper,  voluntarily,    ami  ioit:out  any  ofertiire 
on  their  part,  as  has  been  most  falsely  asserted,  sought  to  obtain  ?  Mr.  Caron  did  pre- 
cisely what,  as  an  honourable  man,  he  was  bound  to  do.     Mr.  Draper  first  sought 
his  advice,  and  held  confidential  communications  with  him.      I/e  said  nothing  of 
thtin.     Second,  Mr,  Draper  bejiged  of  him  to  try  to  forward  his  object,  and  to  con- 
sult his  friends.  He  did  apply  to  the  very  men  whom  Mr.  Draper  well  knew  were 
the  acknowledged  leaders  of  his  party,  and  whom  he  must  have  expected  him  to  con- 
sult.     Mr.  Draper's  complaint  on  this  score,  then,  is  the  merest  trifling.  We  now 
come  to  Mr.  Lafontaine's  letter  to  Mr.  Caron,  and,  as  it  is  insinuated  hy  the  min- 
isterial organ  that  this  gentleman   shewed  a  want  of  "good  sense"    and  "  true 
patriotism,"  we  ask  particular  attention  to  it.  Disinterestedness  and  true  patriotism 
are  to  be  found  in  every  line  of  it.  And  high  as  was  the  position  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  occupied  previously  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  this  letter 
will  elevate  him  still  higher.     Mr.  Lafontaine  evidently  feared  treachery  from  the 
first.     He  pointed  out  the  unconstitutional  course  of  Mr.  Draper,  the  attempt  to 
negotiate  for  a  change  of  Ministry  without  any  one  incurring  responsibility.     He 
refers  to  the  similar  attempt  made  in  1842  to  ascertain,  in  an  irregular  and  impro- 
per manner,  what  terms  could  be  made  with  the  Opposition,  and  he  at  least  avoided 
compromising  himself  in  any  way.     As  the  Gazette  says,  his  letter  is  a  "  discursive 
essay  on  politics  in  general,  and   Canadian  politics  in  particular."     This  is  just 
what  it  ought  to  have  been.   Mr.  Lafontaine  points  out  what  the  Ministers  ought 
to  do.     He  shows  that  on  Mr.  Draper's  own  principle  the  Lower  Canadian  section 
of  the  Administration  do  not  possess  public  confidence,  and  that  therefore  the  mem- 
bers for  that  section  should  give  way,  and  that  some  member  of  the   majority 
should  be  constitutionally  charged  to  reconstruct  it.    Mr.  Lafontaine's  letter  was 
one  that  might  have  been  published  at  any  time,  in  fact  it  contained  no  sentiments 
but  such  as  he  had  been  always  known  to  entertain, 

Mr.  Draper  complains  that  Mr.  Caron  did  not  send  him  a  copy  of  this  letter, 
and  he  says  that  if  he  had  seen  it,  the  tone  and  temper  in  which  his  colleagues  are 
spoken  of  would  have  at  once  put  a  stop  to  the  negotiation.  What  scandalous  dis- 
ingenuousness  !  Was  Mr.  Draper  ignorant  of  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  Lower 
Canada  majority  towards  his  colleagues  ?  Had  he  not  had  samples  of  that  tone 
and  temper  during  last  session,  and  since  that  time  in  the  press,  which  speaks  the 
sentiments  of  the  majority  ?    Why,  then,  if  he  objected  to  this  tone  and  temper,  did 
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he  rpliintnnly  seek  to  join  that  majority  ?  It  is  very  well  now,  like  an  "  artful 
dodger,"  to  pretend  that  he  had  resjifct  (or  the  fcelin^is  of  Messrs.  Viger  and 
PajMneau,  but  such  a  sentiment  is,  as  every  man  of  sense  must  perceive,  wholly 
inconsistent  with  his  overtures  to  the  majority  through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Caron. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  Caron's  withholding  from  Mr.  Draper  his  correspondence  \\\\.)\ 
M.  LaFontaine,  we  submit  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  a  full  right  to  exercise 
his  discretion.  Mr.  Draper  did  not  communicate  to  Mr.  Caron  his  correspondence 
or  coitTersntions  with  his  colleaf^iies. 

Let  the  position  of  the  parties  he  well  understood.  Messrs.  Draper  and  Caron 
were  members  of  parties  in  a  position  of  antagonism,  and  which  both  gentlemen 
wished  to  reconcile.  Each  gentleman  must  necessarily  have  consulted  his  friends, 
and  such  consultation  involved  the  necessity  of  full  and  unreserved  confidence. 
Who  can  doubt  that  Mr.  Draper,  as  a  man  of  honour,  communicated  to  Messrs. 
Viger,  Papineau,  Daly,  Smith,  Morris  and  Cayley  every  communication  that  he 
had  with  Mr.  Caron  ?  He  may  have  received  many  remonstrances  from  them — 
the  tone  and  temper  of  Mr.  Daly  and  Mr.  Viger  towards  Messrs.  LaFontaine, 
Morin,  and  even  Mr.  Caron  himself,  may  have  lieen  very  bitter,  but  Mr.  Drajier  did 
not  feel  himself  bound  to  communicate  all  this  to  Mr  Caron.  No  !  the  communi- 
cation of  Mr.  Caron  was  necessarily  confined,  and  properly,  so  to  the  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  Mr.  Draper's  scheme,  and  the  mode  of  removing  them.  He  communi- 
cated everything  that  Mr.  Draper  had  a  right  to  know--he  clearly  pointed  out  to 
him  the  course  by  which  alone  he  could  obtain  the  object  he  professed  to  desire. 
If  th.at  course  was  unconstitutional  or  objectionable  in  any  way  to  Mr.  Draper 
why,  we  ask,  did  he  write  his  letter — his  highly  important  letter  of  the  19th  Nov.? 
Mr.  Caron's  letter  of  17th  Sept.  7vas  sufficiently  explicit.  It  said  in  plain  terms — 
you  profess  to  wish  to  secure  the  support  of  the  majority— you  are  willing  to 
effect  the  removal  of  Messrs.  Viger  and  Papineau,  leaving  in  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Daly.  That,  however,  says  Mr.  Caron,  will  not  do.  .-///  must  resign,  and  some 
person  of  influence  must  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  forming'  an  Admini-itration. 
Mr.  Draper  took  a  long  time  to  consider  this  letter,  and  we  particularly  call  atten- 
tion to  what  he  calls  ''  the  result  of  my  own  views."  Let  it  be  recollected  that  he 
had  previously  proposed  merely  to  substitute  for  Messrs.  Viger  and  Papinc-au  two 
French  Canadians,  and  to  give  the  Solicitor  Generalship  and  an  underSecretary- 
ship.  (Mr.  Dunkin's  office  we  presume.)  This  was  the  first  proposition,  and  it 
was  met  by  Mr.  Caron's  frank  declaration  that  the  whole  of  the  Lower  Canadian 
Ministers  must  go.  Mr.  Draper  does  not  on  this  put  a  stop  to  the  negnt  iation  as 
if  the  proposition  were  inadmissible — quite  the  contrary.  Let  his  letter  be  atten- 
tively read  and  his  scheme,  though  carefully  veiled,  must  be  manifest. 

We  ask,  1st — Why  has  Mr.  Draper  in  that  letter  alluded  to  his  own  readiness  to 
resign,  as  well  as  that  of  Messrs.  Morris  and  Cayley.  "  No  difficulty,''  he  says, 
"  can  arise  with  either  of  us  in  making  arrangements  for  a  good  Gove>-nmfni." 
Now  as  no  allusion  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Caron  to  these  gentlemen  it  -ecms 
strange  that  their  names  should  be  introduced.  Mr.  Draper  is  too  "'arirula 
dodger"  to  have  said  all  this  without  an  object.  But  then  mark  what  is  said  of 
the  Lower  Canadians.  Mr.  Viger's  retirement  has  long  been  thought  necfssnry 
by  Mr.  Draper.     "Messrs.  Daly,  Papineau  and  Smith  are  not  anxious  to  stick  to 
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rJ/iiY  t"  I'Miliairnss  the  present  or  any  future  (lovernor  in  forming  liis  Cdiincil." 
Still,  Mr.  1  »rnper  had  nut  then  held  any  conversation  with  Mi.  Smith  "on  the 
possible  question  of  his  retirement."  I'roni  this  it  is  apparent  tlmt  Mr.  Iirajier 
iokM  H(>1  h(iTC  slicu<it  Mr.  Carun's  Icllcr  to  Mr.  Smith  at  the  time  thai  he  wrote  his 
letter  of  the  Kjth  Novenil)er.  It  may  Ix;  doubted  whether  that  (jentleman  knew 
t>f  the  nej^otiation  at  all ;  if  he  did,  he  must  have  understood  tiie  object  of  it  to  be 
simply  to  get  rid  of  Messrs.  Viyer  and  Tapineau.  Of  course.  Smith  and  Daly 
woidd  have  been  equally  ready  to  act  with  any  other  Canadians  that  mij^ht  iiave 
been  purclia.sed.  Mr.  Draper  is,  we  believe,  fond  of  a  joke  occasionally.  It  was 
pretty  evident  that  the  as.sertion  that  Dominic  Daly  is  not  anxious  to  stick  to  offiie 
amused  the  gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House  a  good  deal.  Daly  t 
indeed,  the  everlasting  Secretaiy,  ready  to  resign — not  anxious  to  stick  to  oj/iir! 
This  is  all  very  well  for  Mr.  Draper  to  say,  and  it  "  (>ein^'fiir»iiseti"  that  none  of 
them  wish  to  stick  to  office,  then  comes  the  ciuestion  which  Mr  Draper  repeats — 
"  What  offices  would  recjuire  to  be  vacated,  or  what  changes  in  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, in  order  to  satisfy  the  just  ex{)ectations  of  the  French  Canadians,  and 
to  secure  their  support."  Mr.  Draper  goes  on — "  If  I  can  state  distinctly  what 
is  expected  as  tiie  sine  ■/mi  non,  I  am  in  a  position  to  lay  the  case  fairly  before 
the  projier  ])arties,  and  toconsult  with  them  all  as  to  what  we  will  advise."  \\'hat, 
we  ask,  was  the  object  of  this  demand  of  the  sine  qua  non  after  Mr.  Caron's  letter, 
which  was  not  susceptible  of  misunderstanding?  Clearly  this; — Mr.  Dra])er 
wanted  to  be  in  a  position  to  shew  that  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  kiid  insisted 
in  terms  on  Messrs.  Viger,  Papineau,  Smith  and  Daly  retiring,  and  that  they  had 
made  no  objection  to  himself  and  Messrs.  Morris  and  Cayley.  He  wished  to  shift 
the  whole  responsibility  on  Mr.  Caron  and  his  friends.  Truly,  he  is  an  "artful 
dodger."  And  again,  he  would  have  been  able  to  say — Oh,  ioe  all  declared  that 
we  were  ready  to  resign — "  No  difficulty  would  have  arisen  with  either  of  us 
(Upper  Canadians)  in  making  any  arrangements  for  a  good  (jovernment  ;  "  but 
the  Lower  Canadians  would  have  »/.f,--we  left  it  to  them  to  say  whether  they 
would  have  Baldwin  or  Draper,  and  they  preferred  the  latter. — And  all  this,  Mr. 
Draper  says,  was  the  way  to  act  an  "  honourable  part  to  his  colleagues." 

He  was  to  apply  to  their  political  enemies  for  a  sine  qnd  non,  which  he  well 
knew  would  not  affect  himself  or  his  Upper  Canadian  friends,  and  which  he  knew 
equally  well  would  have  affected  all  his  Lower  Canadian  colleagues.  Verily  if 
this  was  not  "artful  dodging"  we  know  not  the  meaning  of  the  term.  Mr. 
Draper  only  waited  Mr.  Caron's  answer  as  to  the  sine  qua  non  to  move  forward, 
and  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  Governor  and  his  colleagues.  The  question  arises, 
had  he  not  already  obtained  all  the  information  that  he  was  entitled  to,  to 
enable  him  to  act?  He  was  told  explicitly  that  the  personal  difficulty  regarding 
Mr.  LaFontaine  could  be  got  over,  although  it  was  certainly  an  obstacle  that  he 
must  himself  have  felt  strongly  was  in  the  way.  He  was  told  further,  that  the 
proper  course  was,  if  the  Administration  did  not  possess  public  confidence  that  it 
should  resign,  and  that  a  new  one  should  be  formed  in  a  constitutional  manner. 
Mr.  Caron's  letter  is  termed  "  a  frank  and  interesting  expose  of  the  general  view 
of  yourself  and  your  political  friends."  What  was  the  object,  then,  of  any  further 
demand?    Simply,  we  assert,  to  throw  on   the  opposition  tlie  responsibility  of 
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de'iinmlin^;  as  a  .f*//*"  f//«/  iioii  the  dismissal  of  one  part  of  the  Ministry,  an. I  tlie 
reiciitioii  of  tlie  other.  Mr.  Draper  would,  with  sucli  a  document  in  liis  poci^et, 
have  coolly  gone  to  a  Cabinet  Meotin^j,  and  would  have  said  :  — 

My  Dear  Smith,  —  My  dear  Daly,  it  is  aljsolutely  noct^Nary  our  .Administnlion 
shoidd  be  strengthened,  and  we  must  be  ])atriotic  enough  to  make  great  saciilices. 
/  offered  the  Oppcsition  to  resign,  so  did  Morris  and  Cttylfv,  but  they  will  not 
permit  us  to  do  so,  whereas  they  insist  on  your  doinp;  so.  When  we  last  '^puke  on 
tlie  subject  I  had  hoped  that  the  sacrifice  of  N'igeranil  I'apineau  alone  would  have 
been  sufficient,  but  I  find  you  also  must  go.  I  am  sincerely  sorry — but  believe  mg 
it  is  not  my  fdult.'^  Such  in  substance  would  have  been  Mr.  Draper's  course  bad 
he  f,'i)t  from  the  opposition  leaders  a  sine  (jud  non.  They  however  understood 
constitutional  jirinciples  too  well  to  answer  such  a  ([uestion.  At  this  ])eriod  Lord 
Metcalfe  left  tlie  Province,  and  Mr.  Caron,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Diaper's  letter, 
explained  to  that  gentleman  that  he  now  considereii  that  his  mission  was  at  an 
end.  He  had  merely  endeavoured  to  negotiate  owing  to  the  personal  difficulties 
between  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  and  Lord  Metcalfe,  but  as  such  no  longer 
existed  he  thought  all  further  communications  should  be  direct.  Mr.  DrapiM,  in 
his  letter  of  26th  Nov.,  announces  that  though  his  opinions  are  unaltered  regarding 
the  necessity  of  a  change,  his  position  and poioers  are  materially  altered. 

Now  this  is  the  very  point  regarding  which  Tarliampnt  has  a  right  to  explana- 
tion. In  what  respect  has  Mr.  Draper's  position  changed,  or  how  have  his  [lowers 
been  abridged  ?  Can  he,  as  an  honourable  and  consistent  man,  declare  that  while 
he  admits  the  weakness  of  the  Administration,  and  desires  to  see  it  changed,  he 
is  willing  to  retain  office,  although  he  has  lost  the  power  ■>/  accomplishing^  his 
favourite  object.  This  letter  of  the  26th  November  is  not  the  least  important  of 
the  series,  and  it  is  certainly  the  one  most  calling  for  explanation.  The  ]K)sitioii 
of  Mr.  Draper  and  his  colleagues  is  this  : — Their  weakness  is  admitted  by  their 
own  leader.  They  say,  they  do  not  desire  to  stick  to  office,  but  nevertheless  they 
do  stick  on  most  tenaciously.  Why,  we  ask,  have  not  Messrs.  Viger,  Papiiieau, 
Daly  and  Smith  resigned  long  ago,  when  they  know  that  they  are  the  obstacles  to 
the  formation  of  an  efficient  .\dniinistration  ?  If  they  do  not  choose  to  do  so — if 
they,  on  the  contrary,  determine  to  go  on  with  the  aid  of  the  Ujiper  Canada 
majority — let  them  not  pretend  that  they  do  not  stick  to  office  ;  and,  above  all,  let 
them  throw  no  blame  on  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition.  Much  has  been  said  of 
impracticability.  Is  Mr.  LaFontaine's  letter  a  specimen  of  i'w/;v?r//(Vi'';7//'r,  or 
Mr.  Caron's?  Clearly  not.  The  whole  difficulty  arises  fiom  the  tenacity  with 
which  the  Ministers  j/Zc^' /(?  (i^'tY.  We  can  easily  understand  how  men  like  Mr. 
W.atts  may  disapprove  of  the  whole  proceeding,  and  call  it  an  attempt  to  .ff// the 
Lower  Canadian  supporters  of  the  Ministry  ;  but  we  cannot  understand  how  Mr. 
Draper,  in  accordance  with  his  openly-avowed  principles,  can  continue  to  form 
part  of  an  Administration  whose  weakness  he  has  acknowledged. 

Our  remarks  have  already  been  extended  to  greater  length  than  we  had  antici- 
pated, and  we  have  yet  much  to  say.  With  regard  to  breach  of  confidence  we 
assert  that  Mr.  Draper  alone  is  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  his  own 
unjustifiable  attempt  at  negotiating  for  a  change  of  Ministry  with  the  leaders  of 
opposition.     Such  negotiations  are  in  England  always  conducted  by  an  indiviaual 
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jlothfit  with  proper  authoritv.  Wliat  takes  place  is  always  comrnunicated  to 
Parliament.  Mr.  Draper  it  was  suppose^l  by  Mr.  LaFontaine  had  the  aiitliority 
of  Lord  Metcalfe  for  what  he  said  to  Mr.  Caron,  indeed  Mr.  LaFontaine's 
proscription  was  obviously  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  Governor.  It  is  evident 
from  Mr.  Draper's  letter  of  the  26th  Nov.  that  he  had  received  ^^ powers"  from 
Lord  Metcalfe  without  the  knowledije  of  his  colleagues,  and  which  he  did  not  expect 
to  obtain  from  Lord  Cathcart.  Mr.  Diaper  authorised  Mr.  Caron  to  communicate 
with  liis  friends,  and  of  course  he  n\ust  have  known  quite  well  who  they  were. 
In  one  iwtiuiie  only  Mr.  Draper  com[)lains  of  beini;  misunderstood,  and  ti'.ref^re 
beinp;  misrepresented,  by  Mr.  Caron.  He  says  that  lie  never  expressed  his 
willingness  to  have  Mr.  LaFontaine  as  a  colleague — he  did  not,  he  saj'  .  say  any- 
thing one  way  or  the  other,  and  he  says  he  had  no  reason  to  do  so,  because, 
owing  to  the  personal  difficulty  with  Lord  Metcalfe,  he  distinctly  explained  that 
Mr.  LaFontaine  could  not  form  part  of  the  Administration.  He  does  not  deny 
that  he  alluded  to  his  being  otherwise  provided  for,  nor  to  Mr.  Morin  being 
included  in  the  new  arrangement. 

For  our  own  part,  we  think  nothing  is  more  likely  tiian  that  at  the  very  time 
that  Mr.  Drajier  was  explaining  the  impos>ibility  of  Mr.  LaFontaine  being  invited 
to  form  an  Administration  while  Lord  Metcalfe  was  Governor,  he  should  explain 
further  that  his  own  feelings  towards  that  gentleman  were  very  difilerent.  How- 
ever, the  matter  is  of  no  consequence  whatever.  With  regard  to  the  publication 
of  the  correspondence,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  Mr.  Draper  made  explana- 
tions at  a  meeting  of  his  friends,  and  that  the  grossest  misrepresentations  were 
subsequently  made  in  the  Tory  papers  regarding  the  negotiations  in  question. 
Up  to  tin.  time  Mr.  LaFontaine  had  only  communicated  the  correspondence 
confidentially  among  his  friends,  as  he  was  fully  authorized  to  do.  Its  publication 
now  became  necessary  to  correct  misrepresentations.  The  correspondence  relates 
altogether  Z^) /«/'//r  (!'«(:' ,  '0  private  matters.  In  England  such  negotiations  are 
invariably  communicated  to  Parliament.  Mr.  Caron  could  not  have  fulfilled  'ms 
mission  without  communicating  to  Messrs.  l^aFontaine  and  Morin  the  lett  he 

publication  of  which  Mr.  Draper  complains  of.  If,  then,  any  difficulty  has  arisen, 
or  any  irrep-.larities  have  taken  place,  on  Mr.  Draper's  head  must  rest  the  respon- 
sibility — because  he,  finding  his  Ministry  weak,  took  an  un-English,  unconstitu- 
tional course  to  etfect  a  change. 

The  most  important  n:easure  introduced  duriiij  the  second  Par- 
liament was  that  for  settHng  the  long-disputed  University  question. 
The  Conservatives,  who  adhered  to  the  policy  of  Bis!  p  Strachan, 
were  unwilling  to  consent  to  any  deviation  whatever  from  the  original 
charter,  under  which  an  amount  of  public  lands  intended  to  provide 
education  for  the  whole  people,  had  been  diverted  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  sectarian  college.  The  object  of  Mr.  Draper's  Bill  was  to  admit 
other  sectarian  colleges  to  share  in  the  endcvment,  but  he  could  not 
carry  his  own  colbagues  with  L.ui,  Mr.  Robinson  having  resigned, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Sherwood  having  announced  his  intention  of  doing 
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SO,  unless  the  Bill  was  abandoned  as  it  was.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
cannot  be  uninteresting  to  the  present  generation  to  learn  the  early- 
history  of  the  University,  and  I  shall  therefore  take  the  opportunity 
of  laying  before  my  readers  some  extracts  from  a  si)eech  which  I 
delivered  at  a  jniblic  dinner  given  to  the  Ex-Ministers,  in  Toronto, 
soon  after  tlieir  resignation  at  the  latter  end  of  1S43.  ^  should  certainly 
not  write  now  as  harshly  of  the  first  Bishop  of  T'vonto  as  I  then 
spoke,  but  my  sentiments  at  the  time  were  very  generally  concurred 
in  by  His  Lordshi])'s  jiolilical  opponents,  and  I  can  scarcely  believe 
that  in  the  i)resent  day,  the  most  zealous  friends  of  the  Church  of 
England  can  have  any  doubt  that  her  true  interests  were  promoted 
by  the  measures  which  were  successfully  advocated  by  the  friends  of 
religious  equality.  I  know  nothing  of  the  i)reSwnt  resources  of  the 
institution  known  as  Upper  Canada  College,  but  I  can  hardly  doubt 
that  it  must  be  suffering  severely  from  the  expenditure  of  its  capital 
in  former  days,  to  meet  its  current  expenses.  This  was  in  a  great 
measure  owing  to  the  non-collection  of  the  tuition  fees,  and  the 
charges  for  board.  The  peojjle  of  the  present  day  will  perhaps  learn 
with  surprise  that  when  the  common  school  system  was  first 
established,  the  great  difiiculty  was  to  overcome  the  repugnance  to  a 
very  moderate  tax.     The  time  had  not  arrived  for  free  schools. 

Hon.  F.  Hincks  rose  to  reply  to  this  toast,  and  was  welcomed  by  loud  and 
longcontinued  cheering.  lie  said  the  sentiment  which  has  been  so  enthusiastically 
responded  to,  by  this  large  and  highly  influential  assemblage,  is  one  which,  I  feel 
convinced,  would  be  received  with  eq.ial  satisfaction  by  the  great  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province.  (Hear,  hear.)  As  my  woi thy  friend  who  proposed 
the  toast  has  most  justly  observed,  a  sound  system  of  education  is  eminently  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  peace,  hajipiness,  and  prosperity  of  the  country.  As  tlie 
late  Provincial  Administration,  of  which  I  was  a  very  humble  member,  is  now  on 
its  trial  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  I  may  perhaps  be  permitte  d  to  dwell  at 
some  length  on  this  subject,  in  order  to  prove  to  you,  gentlemen,  as  1  trust  I  shall 
be  able  to  do  satisfactorily,  that  our  best  eflbrts  were  employed  when  in  ofllce  to 
carry  out,  what  I  believe  '.o  be  the  wishes  of  the  people,  with  regard  to  general 
education.  [Loud  cheers.]  The  subject^  is,  indeed,  a  most  comprehensive  one, 
involving  a  system  of  elementary  education  for  those  who  are  unable  to  atTord 
their  children  a  better  one;  one  of  a  superior  kind  at  the  Grammar  Schools— and, 
finally,  at  the  University,  on  which  we  must  dejiend  for  the  education  of  our  pro- 
fessional men,  in  the  higher  branches  of  learning  Although,  Mr.  Chairman  and 
gentlemen,  the  late  Administration  svas  bu'  a  very  short  time  in  office,  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  convince  yt)U  that  none  of  these  important  brandies  escaped 
their  attention.  I  shall  first  allude  to  our  efforts  in  behalf  of  elementary  educa- 
tion, in  which  the  great  mass  of  the  people  are  more  particularly  interested.     You 
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must  be  well  aware,  gentlemen,  tliat  tlie  Common  School  law,  passed  during  the 
first  Session  of  the  jHesent  Parliament,  has  been  loudly  condemned  by  our  political 
opponents,  and  that,  throujxh  means  of  this  Bill,  an  attemj)t  has  been  made  to 
damage  our  influence  in  the  country.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  during  the  n.any 
years  that  the  Tories  were  in  power,  although  in  all  conscience  they  had  time 
enough,  tliey  never  established  a  comprehensive  system  of  elementary  education. 
It  seems  much  easier  for  them  to  find  fault  with  us  than  to  prepare  measures 
themselves.  I  deny,  however,  that  any  blame  whatever  attaches  to  us  on  this 
siibject.  No  one  is  more  sensible  than  I  am  of  the  defects  in  the  late  School 
law,  so  great,  indeed,  were  they,  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  work  it.  Hut 
what  I  complain  of  is.  that  it  has  been  brought  forward  as  an  instance  of  the  bad 
working  of  Responsible  (government.  What,  gentlemen,  is  the  truth  ?  That  law 
is  only  another  instance  to  show  the  importance  of  saving  a  res|ionsible  Adminis- 
tration. [Cheers.]  The  late  Common  School  law  was  not  framed  by  any 
Ministry,  responsible  or  otherwise  ;  it  was  hastily  put  together  in  a  select  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly,  consisting  of  upwards  of  twenty  members; 
and  without  that  deliberation  and  care  which  such  a  measure  ought  to  have 
received.  How  different  is  the  case  now  !  The  School  law,  i)assed  during  the  late 
Session,  has  received  the  utmost  attention  that  could  be  bestov.-ed  upon  it,  and  the 
greatest  pai.is  have  been  taken  to  make  it  suitable  to  the  wants  and  wishes  of 
the  people.  I  know  that  among  some  people  prejudices  against  il  may  exist  ;  l)ut 
I  believe  that,  on  mature  reflection,  those  prejudices  will  be  removed, — I  would 
particularly  refer  to  one  class  of  our  population,  the  natives  of  Scotland,  wlio 
come  from  a  country  blessed  with  a  system  of  elementary  education  superior  to 
what  is  to  be  found  in  any  otlier  part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions.  The  ]iarish 
schools  of  Scotland,  which  have  made  that  country  what  it  is,  and  whicii  are 
the  pride,  and  justly  so,  of  every  Scotchman,  are  supported  by  a  tax  upon  pro- 
perty. The  Scottish  Immigrant  who  comes  to  Canada  expects  to  have  education 
on  a  similar  footing,  but  he  does  not  reflect  that,  whereas  in  Scotland  he  was  only 
a  tenant,  in  Canada  he  is  a  proprietor,  and  consequently  a  tax  uiion  land  would 
fall  upon  himself.  Th^  principle  adopted  in  our  School  Bill  is  this — The  Ciovern- 
ment  pay  a  certain  amount  to  each  township — the  properly  in  that  township  jiays 
an  eijual  amount;  or,  if  the  councillors  elected  by  the  people  choose  it,  double 
the  amount.  1  his  forms  the  school  fund  which  is  divided  among  the  school  dis- 
tricts, the  trustees  of  which  raise  the  balance  of  the  teacher's  salary  by  a  rate  bill 
on  the  parents  of  the  children.  The  system  is  as  simple  as  it  is  just.  I  know 
thr.'  a  prejudice  exists  against  the  tax,  but  it  is  merely  from  prejudice  and  igno- 
rance of  its  effect.  Tiie  tax  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  resident  settlers.  The  higher 
tlie  tax,  the  lower  will  be  the  rate  bill  on  the  parents.  A  proportion  of  the  tax 
falls  on  the  non-residents,  on  the  rich,  and  on  those  who  have  no  children  ;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  people  to  have  the  tax  as  high  as  the  law 
ill  lows.  (Hear,  hear.) — The  best  proof  that  I  can  offer  of  the  correctness  of  this 
view  is  that  in  the  .State  of  New  Vork  there  is  hardly  an  instance  in  which  the 
townships  do  not  tax  themselves  double  the  amount  of  the  government  grant, 
although  only  required,  as  with  us,  to  tax  an  equal  amount.  I  may  here  observe 
that,  notwithstanding  the  complaints  made  of  the  trifling  amount  of  our  Govern- 
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nieiit  giant,  it  is  ujnvanls  of  llireo  times  as  much  ]K»r  scliolar  as  that  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  where  ilie  common  school  system  lias  produced  such  astonish- 
int;  re--ulls.  Some  people  seem  to  liave  imi<,'iiied  that  it  was  expected,  that  the 
coninion  school  grant  and  the  tax  would  he  sulTicieiit  to  sup])(irt  the  teacher, 
instead  of  being  merely  an  encouragement  to  the  settlers  to  establish  schools  at 
their  own  expense.  In  framing  this  system,  gentlemen,  you  will  observe  that,  as 
in  all  (jther  instances,  the  late  Ministry  have  divested  the  grant  of  all  local  jxUron- 
age.  Everything  has  been  left  to  the  peojile  themselves,  and  I  feel  perfectly 
convinced  that  they  will  prove  themselves  capable  of  managing  their  own  aflairs 
in  a  more  satisfactory  manner  than  any  (iovernment  Boards  of  Education,  or 
visiting  .Superintendents could  do  for  them.  The  new  School  Act  providesalso  for  the 
estalilishmeiit  in  each  Townshii)  of  a  Model  School — the  teacher  of  which  is  to 
receive  a  larger  share  than  others  of  the  School  Eund,  provided  he  gives  gratuitous 
instruction  to  the  other  teachers  in  tlie  Township,  under  such  regulations  as  may 
be  established.  There  is  also  provision  for  a  Model  .School  in  each  county,  on  a 
similar  plan,  but  of  course  of  a  higher  grade.  It  is  left  to  the  jieople  themselves, 
or  their  representatives  in  the  several  Municipalities,  to  establish  these  Model 
Schools,  or  not,  as  they  deem  expedient.  15ut  it  is  provided  that  as  soon  as  a  pro- 
vincial Normal  School  shall  l)e  in  opera'.ion  (and  the  system  will  never  be  complete 
without  one)  the  teachers  of  the  Model  Schools  must  have  certificates  of  qualilica- 
tion  from  the  Professors  of  the  Normal  School.  In  giving  this  brief  outline  of 
the  new  system,  I  feel  that  I  have  occupied  too  much  of  your  time  (cries  of  no, 
no)  with  remarks  that  would  be  more  interestinij;  to  the  people  in  the  Agricultural 
I)istricts,  but  the  subject  is  one  to  which  more  than  any  other  I  have  devoted  my 
attention  during  the  short  time  1  have  been  in  office,  and  I  may  here  observe  that 
it  will  ever  be  a  source  of  the  highest  gratification  to  me  that  I  had  the  honour  of 
introducing  and  carrying  through  the  House  of  Assembly  the  Biil  which  in  a 
few  days  will  come  into  operation,  and  which,  when  properly  understood,  mu.st 
give  general  satisfaction.  1  now,  Mr,  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  come  to  the 
Second  branch  of  my  subject,  namely,  the  Grammar  Schools,  one  of  which  has 
lieen  established  in  each  District.  The  shameful  manner  in  which  the  Grammar 
school  endowment  has  been  wasted  may  with  more  propriety  be  brou^iht  under 
yuur  notice  when  I  come  to  speak  of  the  University.  I  shall  now  merely  refer  to 
the  former  management  of  the  District  .Schools  as  compared  with  the  present. — 
\V|ien  the  Tory  (.iovernment  was  in  power,  it  will  be  found  that  in  every  instance 
throughout  the  Province  the  majority  of  the  Trustees  of  their  schools,  belonged 
to  the  Church  of  England,  Occasionally,  indeed,  as  a  mark  of  great  liberality,  the; 
Presbyterian  Minister,  or  the  Catholic  Priest,  was  included  in  the  list,  but  special 
caie  was  taken  that  the  Church  of  England  had  the  majority,  and  there  was  rarely 
an  instance  in  which  the  members  of  any  other  religious  denomination  were 
appointed  to  these  Boards.  This  exclusive  system  has  been  changed.  There  will 
be  found  now  a  fair  representation  ot  all  denominations  of  C  hristians,  according 
to  their  nundjers  and  influence,  in  the  jia.ticular  locality,  on  the  different  Boards 
of  Education,  Eor  using  our  best  exertions  to  carry  out  this  wise  and  liberal 
policy  we  have  been  reviled  by  the  Tory  Press,  allhough  our  opponents  in  Parlia- 
ment have  never  ventured  to  advance  a  charge  against  us  on  that  h.ead.     (Eoud 
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cheers.) — In  appioaching  the  subject  of  the  University  of  King's  Colk-go,  I  feel 
tliat  [  have  an  arduous  task  before  me.  It  however  appears  to  me,  Mr.  I'les.lont 
and  Gentlemen,  to  be  liiizhly  important  that  tlie  public  shoukl  be  put  in  possession 
of  all  tlie  circumstances  connected  witli  tlie  establislnnent  of  that  Instituumi,  and  I 
shall  therefore  avail  myself  of  the  present  ofiportunity  to  make  a  plain  statcmen'  of 
facts,  which  cannot  be  without  its  effect.  You  must  recollect,  Mr.  President,  lliat  it 
is  new  ab^iut  seventeen  years  since  the  charter  of  King's  College  w£  originally 
granted,  and  that  many  who  now  listen  to  me  were  then  children.  Many  moie 
have  since  come  into  the  Province,  and  have  never  perhaps  had  an  opportunity  of 
learning  the  truth.  Here  I  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  to  the  petition  from  the 
Bishop  of  Toronto,  presented  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  abounds,  as  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  state,  in  misrepresentations  of  the  grossest  kind.  (Loud  cries  of 
'■  hear,  hear.")  I  make  this  statement  deliberately,  and  I  shall  not  leave  this  table 
without  convincing  every  man  who  listens  to  me  that  it  is  correct.  Tlie  position 
taken  by  the  15isho]5  of  Toronto,  and  by  Mr.  lulward  Gibbon  Wakefield,  wiid, 
strange  to  say,  is  now  rowing  in  the  same  boat  with  his  Lordship,  is  that  the 
eiKU)wment  of  King's  College  belongs  of  right  to  the  Church  of  England.  I  shall 
just  read  an  extract  or  two  from  the  Bishop's  petition,  and  from  Mr.  Waketield's 
pamphlet,  to  establish  the  fact ;  and  here  I  cannot  help  remarking  on  the  presump- 
tion of  the  latter  intlividual  in  making  allegations  with  regard  to  a  subject  of 
which  he  is  utterly  ignorant.  The  Bishop  says  :  "  It  may  be  sufficient  to  remark 
th.at  the  adoption  of  the  Bill  will  be  to  destroy  a  noble  Institution,  which,  if  left 
unmolested,  would,  in  a  short  time,  shed  a  lustre  over  the  whole  Province  ; 
and  this  without  the  slightest  necessity,  since  it  is  quite  competent  for  the 
Legislature  to  grant  separate  endowments  to  such  Christian  denominations  as 
it  may  delight  to  honour,  without  trenching  on  the  rights  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, or  the  integrity  of  the  University  of  King's  College,''  (Laughter,  and  cries 
of  hear.) — Mr.  Wakefield  says: — "In  particular  there  was  a  Bill  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  University  in  Ujjper  Canada,  which  interfered  loith  endowments  ,ind 
chartered  rights  in  that  part  of  the  Province,  and  which  the  French  Canadian 
members  accordingly,  who  are  strongly  disposed  to  preserve  such  property  and  privi- 
leges, would  probablyhave  declined  to  support."  Such,  then,  are  the  allegations  of 
the  Bishop  of  Toronto,  and  his  new  follower,  Mr.  Edward  Gibbon  Wakefield.  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  state  the  truth.  In  the  reign  of  King  Cieorge  3rd  a  njmber 
of  townships  were  set  apart  as  an  endowment  for  Grammar  Schools.  The  quan- 
tity of  land  was  computed  at  649,117  acres,  but  it  turned  out  to  be  only  467,675. 
This  land  was  set  apart  for  the  education  of  the  whole  people,  without  reference 
to  their  religious  opinions.  Had  the  endowmenf  been  honestly  applied,  instead 
of  having  a  Grammar  School  in  each  district,  we  should  l)y  this  time  have  had  one 
at  least  in  each  township.  Most  shamefully,  however,  was  this  endowment,  wliicli 
ought  to  have  been  held  sacred,  diverted  from  the  object  to  which  it  was  devoted 
by  its  founder.  The  loss  of  that  endowment  will  be  felt  by  our  latest  jjosterity: 
and  our  children  and  our  children's  children,  will  have  bitter  reason  to  learn  the 
liistory  of  John,  by  Divine  permission,  first  Bishop  of  Toronto.  (Loud  cheers, 
hear,  hear.)  I  have  said  that  the  munificent  endowment  of  land  intended 
tor  the  support  of    Grammar    Schools    was  diverted   from  its    original  purpose, 
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I  shall    now  tfll    you  in    what  manner  :    170,719    acres,    of    superior    (jualily, 
was  granted  to  individuals,  fa\ouritesof  the  Government  of  the  day  ;  225.946  acres 
were  set  apart  for  a   University  ;  66,000  for  Upper  Canada  College  ;  anrl  19-2S2 
were  given  to  Surveyors.     In  exchange  for  the  valuable  land  thus  fraudulently,  for 
I  can  use  no  milder  term,  granted  to  individuals,  a  larger  quantity  was  set  apart 
in  some  of  the  back  townships,  which,  however,  will  for  many  years  to  come,  be 
unsaleable.     In  the  year  1827  the  Hishop  of  Toronto,  then  Archdeacun  of  York, 
applied  for  a  Royal  Charter  for  a  University,  and  most  improvidently  and  rashly, 
as  those  who  recommencled  it  were  afterwards  compelled  to  adma,  that  Chaiter 
was  granted.      You  will  observe,  Mr.   President  and  gentlemen,  that  the  endow- 
ment of  a   sectarian  University  with  the  school    land  which  had  pre\  iousl)  been 
set  apart  for   the  education  of  the    whole   population,    was  a  violation  of  faith. 
[Loud  cheers. )     Of  the  manner  in  wdiich  that  charter  was  obtained  I  cannot  trust 
myself  to  s]ieak,     I  will  content  myself  with  saying,  that  when  the  news  reached 
Canada  there  was  one  general  burst   of  imlignation   from  the  people,  who  deter- 
mined at  once  that  they   never  would  submit  to  be  fraudulently  deprived  of  their 
projierty.     [Erithusiastic  cheers. J     The  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  jieople  was  of 
a  two-fold  character. —  1st.     The  diversion  of  the  t.rammar  Schools  endowment  to 
the  ]nirposes  of  a    University,  liowever,  might  have  been  submitted  to.      But,  2iid, 
and  chiefly,  the  endowment    with  the  public   lands  of  a  sectarian  college.     This 
could  not  be  endured  patiently —accordingly  it  will  be  found  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  lost  no  time  in  adopting  constitutional  measures  to  recover  the 
property  of  which  they  had  been  plundered.     During  the  session  of  F.-.-liament  in 
1829,  strong  resolutii  ins  were  adopted  on  tli^  subject  of  the  charter  of  the  Cniver- 
sity,  only  one  of  which  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  read  to  you,  as  it  contains  the  pith 
of  the  whole  : 

"  Resolved,— That  whatever  in  the  said  charter  in  any  degree  gives  a  sectarian 
character  to  the  said  University  ought  to  be  wholly  done  away." 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  Reform  Parliament,  the  loth  Parliam  t  of 
Upper  Canada.  A  Tory  Parliament  succeeded  (the  nth).  A  select  committee 
was  appointed  on  education,  of  which  Mr.  M.  Burwell,  member  for  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  was  chanman.  An  extract  from  his  report  ought  therefore  to  be 
strong  evidence  in  our  favour,  showing  as  it  does  how  strong  was  the  public  opinion 
of  the  country  ; 

"  In  consideriu'^  the  necessary  changes  the  attention  of  your  committee  was 
drawn  to  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  your  honourable  Mouse  in  1829,  compris- 
ing such  alterations  in  the  chorter  as  appeared  requisite  for  perfecting  the  institu- 
tion, and  rendering  it  perhaps  the  most  efficient  seminary  on  this  continent.  Your 
counnittee  feel  great  satisfaction  in  stating  that,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  !;ue 
Come  to  the  determination  to  recommend  the  same  changes  to  the  adoption  of'  our 
Hopourable  Mouse,  with  such  slight  variations  as  are  requisite  to  secure  cerl.dn 
great  and  permanent  advantages." 

I)Ut,  Mr,  President  and  gentlemen,  this  Tory  Parliament  did  "lot  stop  here — they 
look  up  the  subject  with  the  greatest  energy,  and  with  a  determination  to  succeed, 
i  cannot  of  course  on  an   occasion  like   this  pretend  even  to  allude  to  the  volu- 
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ruinous  documents  on  this  important  subject,  Init  I  shall  endeavour  to  bring  the 
most  important  of  thein  under  your  consiilLMation.  Among  them  is  an  address  to 
tlv:  King  which  I  shall  now  read  : 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Upper  Canada, 
in  I'nivincial  I'ailiament  assend)led,  nio>t  humbly  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your 
Majesty  that,  while  we  fully  appreciate  the  gracious  intention  of  our  late  reveied 
Sovereign  to  proniote  educatiim,  by  granting  a  I'loyal  (  barter  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  University  in  this  Province,  we  feel  it  incumbent  on  us  to  represent 
that,  as  the  great  majority  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province  are  not 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  charier  con- 
tains prt)visions  which  are  calculated  to  exclude  from  its  principal  offices  and 
honors  all  who  do  not  belong  to  that  church." 

"  In  consequence  of  these  provisions,  the  benefits  of  the  institution  will  be  con- 
finul  10  a  few  individuals  of  one  religious  denomination,  while  others  of  your 
Majesty's  suljjects,  equally  loyal  and  deserving,  will  be  excluded  from  participating 
in  advantages  which  should  be  open  to  all.  Its  influence,  as  a  seminary  nf  learn- 
ing, on  this  account  must  be  limited,  and  will  be  looked  upon  with  jealousy  by  a 
large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province, — we  therefore  humbly  pray  that 
your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  cause  the  charter  of  King's  College  to 
be  cancelled,  and  to  grant  another,  free  from  the  objections  to  which  our  duty  to 
the  people  of  this  Province  has  induced  us  to  advert."' 

1  shall  now,  Mr.  President,  state  the  names  of  the  members  who  voted  for  and 
against  this  adtlress.  The  yeas  were  Herczy,  lUiell,  Hidwell,  Campbell,  Chisholm, 
Chill;,  Duncombe,  Elliott,  Howard,  Jones,  Ketchuni  (cheers),  Lewis,  Lyons, 
McC  all,  I).  McDonald,  McMartin,  Macon,  W.  Morris,  Mount,  Norton,  Perry 
(cheer.i),  Randal,  Roblin,  Sampson,  Shade,  Shaver,  'Ihomijson,  Warren,  Werden 
— 2<).  Nays,  Attorney  (.jen.  Boulton,  JJrown,  K.  P'raser,  McNab,  Robinson, 
Solicitor  Gen.  Plagerman,  \'ankonghnet.  (Laughter.)  On  this  division,  I  would 
remark  that  out  of  the  majority  of  29,  16  were  Tories.  When  Sir  John  Colborna 
was  requested  to  transmit  to  the  King  the  address,  he  made  the  following  answer, 
the  importance  of  which  in  the  present  controversy  you  will,  I  think,  readily 
admit : 

"  (jentlemen — I  will  forward  this  address  to  the  King,  immediately.  It  may 
however,  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  receive  the  information,  that  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  either  the  exclusive  provisions  considered  exceptionable  in  the  char- 
ter of  King's  College  have  been  cancelled,  or  that  such  arrangements  have  been 
decided  on  by  His  Majesty's  (jovernment  as  will  render  further  application  on  this 
subject  unnecessary.  A  charter,  solemnly  given,  cannot  be  revoked  without  much 
delay  and  circumspection  ;  but  His  Majesty's  Ministers  have  long  directed  their 
attention  to  the  great  advantages  which  the  Province  will  derive  from  an  University 
bein;^'  established  on  principles  that  may  be  approved  of  by  every  good  and 
enli;:htened  person." 

Contrast,  CJentlemen,  the  language  here  used  by  the  King's  Representative  with 
that  of  the  learned  Gentleman  who  pleadetl  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
against  the  University  Pill.  I  mean  Mr.  l)raper,  the  present  Ujiper  Canada 
adviser  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General.     We  are  told  from  the  highest 
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quarter, that  a  charter  may  be  revoked,  "after  delay  and  circumspection,"  but 
this  learned  Queen's  Counsel  denies  altogether  that  either  the  Sovereign  or  the 
Legislature  have  a  right  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  After  mature  deliberation,  the 
Minister  of  the  Crown  in  England  advised  His  Majesty  to  refer  the  question  to 
the  decision  of  the  Local  Legislature,  so  that  the  wishes  of  the  people  might  be  fully 
carried  out.  Before  calling  your  attention  to  the  action  of  Parliament  in  conse- 
quence of  the  reference,  I  will  read  to  you  a  very  important  extract  bearing  on  the 
subject,  from  the  celebrated  despatch  of  Lord  Goderich  to  Sir  John  Colborne 
in  answer  to  the  petitions  complaining  of  certain  grievances  (this  amongst  others) 
transmitted  to  England  by  Mr.  Mackenzie.  Mr,  Mackenzie  had  made  it  a  subject  ot 
complaint  that  the  University  was  entitled  to  send  a  Member  to  the  Provincial  Par- 
liament. Lord  Goderich  defends  the  right  of  the  University  to  enjoy  the  franchise  ; 
but,  Gentlemen,  mark  the  language  in  which  he  expresses  himself.  Nothing  can 
be  stronger  : 

"  You  will  observe  that  I  do  not  here  refer  to  a  University  constituted  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  original  charter  of  incorporation.  Every  man  in  Canada 
however,  knows,  nor  could  Mr,  Mackenzie  have  been  ignorant,  that,  so  far  from 
any  anxiety  having  been  felt,  by  the  King's  Government,  to  maintain  that  charter 
against  the  wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  every  possible  measure  has 
been  taken  to  refer  to  their  representatives  the  decision  of  the  question  in  what  form 
and  upon  what  principles  the  College  should  be  founded.     (Loud  cheers). 

This,  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, is  the  language  of  the  responsible  Minister  of 
the  Crown  on  this  subject,  and  if  we  had  had  Responsible  Government  all  would 
have  been  well,  (Hear,  hear.)  But,  Gentlemen,  while,  on  paper,  this  subject 
was  left  to  the  decision  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  the  power  of  an  irre- 
sponsible Colonial  Oligarchy — a  power  behind  the  throne,  which  you  will  soon 
see  was  greater  than  the  throne  itself,  was  successfully  exerted  to  defeat  the  wishes 
both  of  the  King  and  of  his  subjects.  [Enthusiastic  cheering.]  .\nd,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent and  Gentlemen,  if  by  thwarting  the  benevolent  intentions  of  our  Sovereign, 
that  baneful  Oligarchy  succeeded  in  alienating  from  him  the  affections  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  how  awful  must  be  the  responsibility  resting 
on  their  heads  ?  I  charge  upon  them  that  they  did  so.  (Cheers.)  That  they, 
and  they  alone,  have  been  the  cause  of  all  the  difficulties  that  have  occurred  in  this 
Provmce,  and  to  which  I  will  yet  further  allude.  The  Representatives  of  the  people 
Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  when  thus  called  on  by  their  Sovereign,  declared 
theirwishea  i  a  Bill  to  amend  the  original  charter  of  the  University,  which  passed 
the  Assembly  in  1835,  by  a  majority  of  33  to  5.  I  will  read  an  extract  or  two 
from  the  provisions  of  that  Bill,  to  shew  y^u  what  were  its  leading  principles  : — 

*'  That  no  religious  test  or  qualification  whatever  shall  be  required  of  any 
Chancellor,  President,  Professor,  Tutor,  Lecturer,  Scholar,  or  other  person  being 
a  candidate  for  any  situation  or  honour  in  the  said  College.  That  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act  there  shall  not  at  any  time  be  or  be  allowed  to  be,  within  the 
said  College,  any  Public  Professor,  Lecturer,  or  Teacher  of  Doctrinal  Divinity, 
according  to  the  articles  of  faith  professed  by  the  United  Church  of  England  and 
Ireland,  or  according  to  the  creed  or  faith  of  any  other  Christian  or  other  religious 
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Church  whatever,  anything  in  the  said  charter  to  the  contrary  in  any  way  notwith- 
standing," (Cheers.) 

You  will  observe,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  that  this  Bill  went  much  further 
than  that  of  my  learned  friend, Mr.  Baldwin, which  has  been  so  loudly  denounced, inas- 
much as  it  entirely  prohibited  the  teaching  of  doctrinal  divinity  in  connection  with 
the  University.  The  Bill  of  my  learned  friend  has  been  objected  to  by  some  of  the 
clergymen  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  on  account  of  the  alteration  in  the  test,  but 
in  the  Bill^  of  1836  there  was  to  be  no  test  whatever— Now,  Gentlemen,  let  me 
nform  you  who  supported  this  Bill.  I  need  not  name  to  you  the  Liberal  members — 
ihose  who,  like  our  friend  Mr.  Perry  (cheers),  were  always  found  on  the  side  of  civil 
tand  religious  liberty.  But  out  of  the  majority  of  33,  there  were  9  Tories,  viz.,  Messr?. 
Brown,  Caldwell,  McCrea,  McDonnell  (Glengarry),  McKay,  Malloch,  Morris, 
and  Walsh — Of  these,  3  were  members  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  two, 
Messrs.  Morris  and  McKay,  both  now  in  the  Legislative  Council,  are  amongst  the 
most  influential  lay  members  of  that  Church.  How  unjust,  then,  to  comjilain  of 
my  learned  friend's  Bill,  when  it  actually  does  not  go  so  far  as  tliat  sanctioned  in 
1835  by  the  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  I  will  now, 
gentlemen,  give  you  the  names  of  the  minority  of  5  :— Mr.  Gowan  (Grand  Master 
of  the  Orangemen),  Sir  Allan  MacNab,  Mr.  Robinson,  brother  of  the  Chief  Justice, 
Mr.  Richardson,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson.  Keed  I  tell  you,  Mr.  President  and  gentle- 
men, the  fate  of  such  a  Bill :  the  Colonial  Oligarchy  of  the  day  threw  it  under  the 
table  of  the  Legislative  Council,  thus  adding  one  insult  more  to  those  already 
heaped  upon  the  people.  Again  the  people  remonstrated  ;  again  they  pointed  out 
the  constitutional  remedy  for  these  evils,  a  Responsible  Provincial  Ministry. 
Again  were  they  to  be  disappointed.  However,  it  is  due  to  the  King's  Ministers 
to  admit  that  they  listened  to  the  complaints  of  the  Assembly,  that  they  sent  out  a 
Governor  to  redress  our  grievances.  Sir  Francis  Head  arrived  in  Canada  and  laid 
his  instructions  before  Parliament,  and,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  let  me  most 
particularly  call  your  attention  to  that  part  of  them  relating  to  the  subject  under 
consideration,  which  I  shall  now  read : — 

"  On  the  subject  of  King's  College  an  important  difference  of  opinion  exists 
between  the  Council  and  the  Assembly,  which  each  of  these  bodies  concurs  in 
pronouncing  incurable.  His  Majesty  commands  me  to  tender  through  you  his 
mediation  on  the  subject  with  the  previous  assent  of  both  Houses ;  the  King  will 
cheerfully  resume  the  consideration  of  the  question,  in  what  manner  a  charter 
could  most  conveniently  be  prepared  so  as  to  promote  the  interests  of  Science  and 
Literature  and  the  study  of  Theology  and  Moral  i'hilosophy,  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  opinions  which  seem  to  prevail  in  the  Province  respecting  the  proper  constitu- 
tion and  objects  of  an  University.  But  after  having  distinctly  referred  to  the  Local 
Legislature  the  duty  of  giving  effect  to  their  own  wishes  on  the  subject  in  the  form 
of  an  Act  of  General  Assembly,  His  Majesty  cannot  at  the  instance  of  one  only 
of  the  two  Houses  withdraw  it  from  their  cognizance." 

Now,  gentlemen,  recollect  that  this  despatch  was  written  when  the  Bill,  "  tht 
Infidel  Bill,"  as  it  has  been  termed,  was  before  the  Secretary  of  State — Does  he 
say  that  the  principle  of  the  Bill  could  not  be  acceded  to  ?  Does  he  insist  on  a 
test?     (Hear,   hear.)    No,  gentleman,  he  adverts  to  "  an  unfortunate  difference 
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of  opinion  between  the  Council  and  the  Assembly"  as  the  only  obstacle  in  the 
way,  an  ol)>tacle  that  never  would  have  existed  under  Responsible  (ioveinnient. 
I  feci,  gentlemen,  that  you  are  satisfied  that  I  have  fully  made  out  my  case,  and 
thai,  instead  of  our  beiny  the  aggressors  seeking  to  despoil  the  Church  of  England 
of  iicr  property,  we  are  but  endeavouring  to  wrest  from  the  firasp  of  that  Church 
an  endowment  which  really  belongs  to  all  Her  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects,  with- 
out distinction  of  origin  or  creed,  but  of  which  they  have  been  despoiled  in  a 
ninnner  that  reflects  deep  disgrace  on  all  the  parties  concerned  in  the  robbery. 
(Knthusiastic  cheering.)  I  have  shewn  that  a  solemn  protest  was  at  once  made 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  peojile  of  Upper  Canada  against  this  nefarious 
proceeding  ;  and  from  that  day  up  to  the  present  time,  have  made  renewed 
efforts  on  their  part  to  obtain  justice,  and  that  frequently  they  have  had  reason  to 
hope  tiiat  tiiose  efforts  would  be  crowned  with  success.  The  manifestation  of  feeling 
this  evening  convinces  me,  gentlemen,  that  you  have  no  intention  of  relaxing 
your  efforts.  Ultimately  we  must  succeed,  for  we  have  truth  and  justice  on  our 
side. — (Loud  cheers.)  It  may  be  proper  to  advert  to  the  Act  of  the  i'rovincial 
Parliament,  amending  the  original  charter,  and  which  was  passed  I  believe  in 
1837.  Although  that  Parliament  did  not,  in  my  judgment,  truly  represent  public 
opinion,  yet  no  one  who  reads  the  Act,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  can  doubt  that  it 
was  mtended  to  remove  the  evils  of  which  we  complain,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  a 
mere  delusion.  The  spirit  of  its  provisions  are  liberal  but  how  is  it  in  practice  ? 
Is  there  not  a  Professor  of  Theology  for  the  Church  of  England  alone,  and  is  not 
the  same  individual  the  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  ?  Which  of  us,  Mr. 
President,  not  belonging  to  that  Church,  could  send  our  son  to  the  University  to 
attend  a  course  of  lectures  on  Moral  Philosophy  given  by  this  Theological  Professor 
of  the  Church  of  England  ?  Is  it  not  notorious,  in  short,  that  the  spirit  of  the  amended 
charter  has  boen  violated,  and  that  the  University,  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Church  of  England  ? 

Not  one  of  you,  gentlemen,  has  any  doubt  that  I  state  what  is  the  truth,  and 
therefore  it  is  necessary  th.it  we  should  persevere  in  our  efforts  until  we  compel 
the  Church  of  England  to  relinquish  its  hold  of  the  public  property.  Although 
I  feel  that  I  have  already  trespassed  much  too  long  upon  your  time  (no,  no,)  I 
cannot  dismiss  this  most  important  subject  without  adverting  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  magnificent  endowment  granted  to  the  University  and  the  Upper  Canada 
College  has  been  Managed  or  rather  mismanaged.  (Cheers.)  The  very  name  of 
King's  College  has  become  a  by-word  throughout  the  Province  to  represent  the 
worst  kind  of  jobbing.  With  regard  to  the  College,  or  I  should  rather  say  the 
School,  without  alluding  to  the  manner  in  which  the  tuition  fees  have  been 
collected,  or  rather  left  uncollected,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  since  its 
establishment  upwards  of  _;^40,ooo  of  the  principal  of  the  endowment  of  the 
University  has  been  improvidently  squandered  in  paying  exorbitant  salaries  to 
the  masters.  I  care  not,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,'  how  many  masters  they 
employ,  or  at  what  salaries,  or  at  what  rate  they  fix  their  tuition  fees,  so  long  as 
they  keep  within  the  means  furnished  by  their  endowment ;  but  I  confess  it 
excites  my  indignation  when  I  see  year  after  year,  in  defi.ince  of  all  remonstrnnce, 
the  funds  of  the  University,   intended   br  the  education   of   the   whole    people, 
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squandered  away  in  the  most  reckless  manner.  Who,  gentlemen,  will  be  the 
sufferers  for  such  conduct  ?  Our  children,  aye,  and  our  children's  children ;  our 
latest  posterity,  who  will  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  intended  for  them.  Already 
a  sum  has  been  expended  in  a  most  profligate  manner  out  of  the  principal  of  the 
endowment,  which,  had  it  been  invested,  would  have  yielded  an  income  of 
;{|'25,ooo  per  annum.  Twenty-five  additional  District  Schools  might  have  been 
founded  with  these  means.  And  where  has  this  money  gone?  Look,  gentle- 
men, at  the  College  account,  if,  indeed,  any  of  you  can  do  so  without  sickening  at 
the  perusal.  Under  similar  management  little  better  could  be  expected  in  the 
University. 

And  now,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  although  I  fear  I  have  quite 
exhausted  your  patience,  I  should  crave  your  permission  to  propose  a  toast,  one 
which  I  am  sure  will  be  most  cordially  responded  to  by  every  individual  in  this 
room.  If  there  be  any  one  object  which,  more  than  another,  we  should  keep 
steadily  in  view,  it  is  the  union  between  the  Reformers  of  Lower  and  Upper 
Canada  which  now  so  happily  exists.  We  must  all  be  perfectly  well  aware 
that  no  really  strong  Government  can  be  formed  in  Canada  unless  it  possess  the 
confidence  u,  the  people  in  both  sections  of  the  Province.  Attempts  have  been 
made  to  sow  division  among  us,  happily  as  yet  without  any  effect.  The  question 
of  the  Seat  of  Government  was  one  well  calculated  to  divide  us,  but  I  am  happy 
to  think  that  it  failed  to  do  so.  My  hon,  and  learned  friend  [Mr.  Baldwin]  has 
read  you  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lafontaine,  which  I  am  sure  must  be 
highly  gratifying  to  you  all.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Reformers  of  Lower 
Canada  will  do  their  duty  at  the  next  election  as  faithfully  as  they  have  ever 
done.  (Cheers).  Will  you,  gentlemen — will  the  Reformers  of  Upper  Canada 
allow  themselves  to  be  in  the  back  ground  ?  (No,  no)  I  am  convinced  that  you 
will  not.     I  have  now,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  the  honour  to  propose 

"  Our  Brother  Reformers  of  Lower  Canada.'" 

The  honourable  gentleman  sat  down  amid  enthusiastic  applause,  when  the  toast 
vras  drunk  with  three  times  three,  and  one  cheer  more. 

I  must  bring  to  a  conclusion  my  notices  of  the  administration  of 
Lord  Metcalfe.  Bound  as  I  am  to  refer  to  it  in  terms  of  the  strong- 
est condemnation,  I  have  always  been  ready  to  make  allowances  for 
the  inexperience  of  His  Lordship  in  the  working  of  Parliamentary 
Government.  He  had  gone  to  India  in  early  life,  and,  after  long 
service,  had  attained  at  last  the  high  position  of  acting  Governor- 
General.  He  had  in  fact  been  promoted  step  by  step  to  the  highest 
position  to  which  a  civil  servant  could  aspire.  His  further  experience 
was  in  Jamaica,  where  parliamentary  government  was  at  the  time 
impossible.  It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  person  more 
unsuited,  judging  from  his  antecedents,  to  administer  a  parliamentary 
government.     He  was  selected  by  the  late  Earl  of  Derby  at  a  critical 
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time  to  take  upon  himself"  very  arduous  duties  "  in  the  public  service, 
and  he  was  told  that,  if  inclined  to  do  so,  His  Lordship  would  desire 
to  see  him  at  the  Colonial  Office,  and  to  enter  into  "  an  unreserved 
"  communication  on  the  subject."  He  did  undertake  the  duties,  and 
before  he  left  England  and  after  "  the  unreserved  communication  "  he 
wrote  confidentially  to  a  friend  :  "  I  fear  that  the  little  reputation  thai 
"  I  have  acquired  is  more  likely  to  be  damaged  than  improved  in 
"  the  troubled  waters  of  Canada."  All  this  apprehension  is  inex- 
plicable, except  on  the  assumption  that  he  was  selected  as  the  best 
available  statesman  to  crush  Responsible  Government  in  Canada. 
In  those  days  the  Imperial  Ministers  were  thoroughly  hostile  to 
French  Canadian  influence,  and  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  statesmanlike 
policy  had  been  strongly  disapproved  of  by  his  official  chief.  Lord 
Stanley.  I  cannot  close  my  notice  of  Lord  Metcalfe  without  recording 
my  deep  regret  that  Lord  Macaulay  should  have  written  an  inscrip- 
tion on  a  tablet  to  his  memory,  containing  language  so  glaringly 
untrue,  as  regards  his  Canadian  career,  as  the  following  ;  "  In  Canada, 
"  not  yet  recovered  from  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  he  reconciled 
"  contending  factions  to  each  other,  and  to  the  Mother  Country." 
The  truth  is  that  he  embittered  the  party  feeling  that  had  been 
considerably  assuaged  by  Sir  Charles  Bagot. 
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LORD  ELGIN'S   GOVERNMENT,  THE  REBELLION  LOSSES. 

The  appointment  of  the  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincardine  as  Governor- 
General  of  Canada,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1847,  ^^^  ^^e 
era  of  an  important  change  in  the  Imperial  policy  in  regard  to  the 
British  Colonies.  After  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  in  1846,  Sir 
Robert  Peel's  administration  was  defeated  by  a  majority,  consisting 
of  Conservatives,  Protectionists  and  Liberals,  and  on  his  resignation 
he  was  succeeded  by  Lord  John  Russell,  who  confided  the  Colonial 
department  to  Earl  Grey,  who  promptly  determined  to  give  effect  to 
Parliamentary  Government  in  the  British  North  American  Provinces. 
In  the  very  interesting  work  of  Mr.  Theodore  Walrond,  entitled 
"  Letters  and  Journals  of  Lord  Elgin,"  it  is  stated  that  "  the  prin- 
"  ciples  on  which  Lord  Elgin  undertook  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
"  Colony  were  that  he  should  identify  himself  with  no  party,  but 
"  make  himself  a  mediator  and  moderator  between  the  influential 
"  of  all  parties  ;  that  he  should  have  no  ministers  who  did  not  enjoy 
"  the  confidence  of  the  Assembly,  or,  in  the  last  resort,  of  the  people, 
"  and  that  he  should  not  refuse  his  consent  to  any  measure  proposed 
"  by  his  Ministry,  unless  it  were  of  an  extreme  party  character  such 
"  as  the  Assembly  or  the  people  would  be  sure  to  disapprove."  Such 
were  Earl  Grey's  views  as  recorded  by  himself  in  his  "  Colonial 
"  Policy."  Lord  Elgin  arrived  in  Montreal,  then  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, early  in  the  year  1847,  ^^'^  o^  ^^e  30th  of  January  was  formally 
sworn  into  office,  and  received  an  address  from  the  citizens.  It  was 
the  first  occasion  for  a  considerable  time,  on  which  all  parties 
co-operated  in  the  presentation  of  an  address.  The  reply  gave 
great  satisfaction  to  the  members  of  the  Liberal  party,  who  had  been 
for  over  three  years  literally  ostracised.  Lord  Elgin  has  given  in  his 
correspondence  his  own  account  of  the  reply.  He  stated  :  "  To  this 
"  I  delivered  a  reply  which  produced,  I  think,  a  considerable  effect 
"  and  no  little  astonishment  on  some  gentlemen,  who  intended  I 
"  should  say  nothing.  I  have  adopted  frankly  and  unequivocally 
"  Lord  Durham's  views  of  Government,  and  I  think  that  I  have  done 
"  all  that  could  be  done  to  prevent  its  being  perverted  to  the  vile 
"  purposes  of  faction."  I  may  here  add  a  brief  extract  from  another 
letter  addressed  to    Lady  Elgin,  who   was   the  daughter  of  the 
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Earl  of  Durham  : — "  I  still  adhere  to  my  opinion,  that  the  real  and 
"  effectual  vindication  of  Lord  Durham's  memory,  and  proceedings 
"  will  be  the  success  of  a  Governor-General  of  Canada  who  works 
"  out  his  views  of  Government  fairly."  The  extracts  which  I  have 
given  above  were  of  course  unknown  to  the  public  until  many 
years  after  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  but  they  possess  great 
interest  as  illustrative  of  his  subsequent  career.  It  happened  that  in 
the  year  1847  I  P^'d  ^  visit  to  my  -native  country  after  an  absence 
of  fifteen  years.  Although  there  w.is  no  reason  to  expect  a  dissolution 
of  Parliament,  I  took  the  precaution  to  leave  my  qualification  in 
proper  form,  in  case  such  a  step  should  be  resorted  to.  On  my 
return,  after  an  absence  of  some  four  or  five  months,  I  learned,  on 
reaching  Boston,  that  Parliament  had  been  dissolved,  and  I  proceeded 
without  delay  to  Montreal.  I  found  on  my  arrival  that  an  enquiry 
had  been  made  as  to  my  qualification,  and  that  it  had  been  at  once 
forwarded  to  Woodstock.  I  likewise  learned  that  Mr.  George  Brown 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Lesslie  had  undertaken  to  act  for  me'in  my  absence, 
and  that  the  election  was  about  to  take  place.  I  had  to  consider 
whether  I  would  at  once  proceed  to  the  County  of  Oxford  or  wait  the 
result  in  Montreal.  I  was  satisfied  that  the  election  could  not  be 
affected  by  my  presence,  and,  apart  altogether  from  consideration  of 
my  own  convenience,  it  seemed  to  me  that,  whether  successful  or  the 
the  reverse,  my  personal  interest  would  be  served  by  my  remaining 
away.  I  could  not  have  held  even  a  single  meeting.  The  result 
Was  my  return  by  a  very  large  majority  of  voters,  and  the  declaration 
of  the  returning  officer  in  favour  of  my  opponent,  on  the  ground  that 
the  date  of  the  qualification  was  prior  to  the  signing  of  the  writ  of 
election.  The  course  taken  by  the  returning  ofliicer  was  severely 
censured  by  the  Liberal  press,  and  I  never  entertained  any  doubt 
that  I  would  receive  justice  in  some  way,  although  there  were  con- 
flicting opinions  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  followed.  At  that 
time  what  was  generally  known  as  the  Grenville  Act  was  in  force, 
under  which  committees  were  struck  by  ballot  for  the  trial  of  contro- 
verted elections.  It  so  happened  that  the  leaders  of  the  party  to 
which  I  belonged,  Messrs.  LaFontaine  and  Baldwin,  differed  in 
opinion  on  the  point  at  issue.  Mr.  LaFontaine  held  that  the  returning 
officer's  duty  was  to  return  the  candidate  having  the  majority  of 
votes,  leaving  it  to  the  opponent  to  contest  the  seat  on  its  merits, 
and  that  it  was  competent  for  the  House  to  give  the  seat  to 
the   candidate  having  the  majority  of  votes,  on  the  poll  books, 
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while   Mr.   Baldwin   was  of  opinion  that   redress   could  only  be 
obtained  through  the  report  of  the  committee.     Mr.  LaFontaine's 
opinion  prevailed,  and  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  in  Chancery  was  ordered  to  produce  at  the  table  the  poll 
books  of  the  County  of  Oxford,  and,  as  they  proved  me  to  be  in  a  large 
majority,  he  was  ordered  to  substitute  my  name  for  that  returned, 
giving  to  my  opponent  the  right  to  contest  the  seat.     This  was  done 
after  a  long  debate,  and  a  petititm  against  my  return  having  been 
referred  to  ihe  usual  committee  there  was  a  decision  in  my  favor 
with  a  single  dissentient,  the  nominee  of  the  gentleman  returned. 
Meantime   a  change  of  Ministry  had  taken  place,  caused  by  the 
adoption  of  a  direct  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  administration 
which  Lord  Elgin  had  found  in  office.   Mr.  LaFontaine  was  at  once 
sent  for,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Baldwin,  formed  an  administra- 
tion which  lasted,  with  some  modifications,  during  a  period  of  nearly 
seven  years.  I  was  invited  to  assume  my  old  office  of  Inspector-General 
or  Minister  of  Finance,  which  I  held  until  Mr.  LaFontaine's  resig- 
nation in  185 1,  when  I  was  entrusted  by  Lord  Elgin  with  che  duty  of 
forming  a  new  administration,  known  as  the  Hincks-Morin  Ministry. 
It  may  be  convenient  that  I  should  state  here  that  during  the  period, 
nearly  seven  years,  that  I  served  under  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  His  Lord- 
ship acted  invariably  in  accordance  with  strictly  constitutional  princi- 
ples, giving  his  entire  confidence  and  support  to  his  Ministers,  and, 
moreover,  his  best  advice.     I  will  content  myself  with  recording  that 
those,  who  had  the  advantage  of  profiting  by  that  advice,  can  alone 
judge  of  its  great  value.    I  am  about  to  enter  on  that  period  of  my 
public  life  which  is  in  every  respect  the  most  interesting,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  that  I  should  treat 
separately  the  various  questions  which  engaged  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament during  Lord  Elgin's  administration,  which  came  to  a  close 
very  shortly  after  my  own  resignation  in  1854.     In  accordance  with 
this  arrangement  I  shall  first  treat  what  was  known  as  the  Rebellion 
Losses  Bill,  which  caused  such  an  extraordinary  excitement  in  Mon- 
treal, and  led  to  such  disastrous  consequences.     The  periud  was  one 
of  severe  commercial  depression,  aggravated  by  the  free-trade  policy 
of  Great  Britain,  which  deprived  Canada  of  the  advantage  which 
she  enjoyed  under  the  protective  system,  as  her  wheat  and  flour,  even 
when  the  latter  was  ground  from  United  States  wheat,  were  admitted 
duty  free  into  the  United  Kingdom.     In  writing  at  the  time  Lord 
Elgin  gave  Earl  Grey  his  opinion  that  "  our  commercial  embarrass- 
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"  merits  are  our  real  difficulty  *  *  Three-fourths  of  the  commercial 
'*  men  are  bankrupt  owing  to  free  trade  ;  a  large  proportion  of  the 
"  exportable  produce  of  Canada  is  obliged  to  seek  a  market  in  the 
"  United  States.     It  pays  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  frontier. 
"  How  long  can  such  a  state  of  things  be  expected  to  endure  ?  " 
The  people  were  in  a  frame  of  mind  when  it  was  comparatively  easy 
to  work  them  up  into  a  fever  of  political  discontent.     In  order  to 
arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  on  the  merits  of  the  Rebellion  Losses 
Bill  it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  the  circumstances,  under  which  it 
was    brought   forward.     The  loyalists,   whose  property  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  rebels,  were  the  first  who  received  indemnity  prior 
to  the  Union  of  1841,  under  an  ordinance  of  the  Special  Council 
of  Lower  Canada,  and  an  Act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Upper  Canada.     In  the  first  session  of  the  United  Parlia- 
ment it  was  determined  to  amend  the  Upper  Canada  Act,  so  as  to 
grant  compensation  in  cases  where  property  had  been  wantonly  and 
unnecessarily  destroyed  by  persons  acting,  or  assuming  to  act,  on 
Her  Majesty's  behalf     It  was  obviously   impossible  to  treat  Lower 
Canada  less  liberally  than  her  sister  Province,  and  accordingly,  in 
1845,  when  Lord  Metcalfe  was  Governor-General,  and  a  Conserva- 
tive administration  in  power,  an  address  was  unanimously  adopted 
to  cause  proper  measures  to  be  taken  "  in  order  to  ensure  to  the 
"  inhabitants  of  that  portion  of  the  Province  formerly  Lower  Canada, 
"  indemnity  for  just  losses  by  them  sustained  during  the  rebellions  of 
"  1837  ^^^  1838."    The  Government  subsequently  appointed  a  com- 
mission to  enquire  into  the  claims  of  persons  whose  property  had 
been  destroyed,  and  were  instructed  to  distinguish  the  cases  of  those 
persons  who  had  joined,  aided,  or  abetted  the  said  rebellion  from 
the  cases  of  those  who  had  not.     The  commissioners  were  naturally 
perplexed   by    such  instructions,  and  applied  for  advice  as  to  the 
mode  by   which  they    were  to  distinguish  rebels.     They  received 
an  official  reply — the  only  one  which  could  possibly  have  been  given — 
that   "  it  was  not  His  Excellency's  intention  that  they  should  be 
"  guided  by  any  other  description  of  evidence  than  that  furnished  by 
"  the  sentences  of  the  Courts  of  Law."  They  were  further  informed  that 
it  was  only  intended  that  they  should  form  a  "  general  estimate  "  of 
the  rebellion  losses,  "  the  particulars  of  which  must  form  the  subject 
"  of  more  minute  enquiry  hereafter,  under  legislative  authority."    In 
obedience  to  the  foregoing  instructions  the  commissioners  reported  that 
they  had  recognized  as  worthy  of  further  enquiry  claims  represent- 
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ing  a  sum  of  nearly  ;^2 50,000,  but  added  an  expression   of  their 
opinion  that  the  losses  would  be  found,  on  close  examination,  not  to 
exceed  ;;^ioo,ooo.     This  report  was  made  in  April,  1846,  but  no 
action  was  tak^n  on  it  by  the  administration,  which  Lord  Metcalfe's 
biograpner  admits  to  have  been  in  a  position  of  great  embarrassment. 
The  settlement  of  the  question  was  left  as  a  legacy   to   the   new 
Administration   by  its   Conservative    predecessor.       Adopting  the 
recommendations  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the   previous 
Ministry,  the  LaFontaine  Administration  introduced  a  Rill,  the  pre- 
amble of  which  declared  that,  in  order  to  redeem  the  pledge  already 
given  to  parties  in  Lower  Canada,  it  was  necessary  and  just  that  the 
particulars  of  such  losses,  as  were  not  yet  satisfied,  should  form  the 
subject  of  more  minute  enquiry  under  legislative  authority,  and  that  the 
same,  so  far  only  as  they  might  have  arisen  from  the  total  or  partial, 
unjust,  or  wanton  destruction  of  property  should  be  paid  and  satis- 
fied.    Commissioners  were  to  be  appointed  to  determine  the  validity 
of  the  claims,  and  an  appropriation  of  ;^90,ooo  was  made  to  satisfy 
them,  about  ;£■  10,000  having  been  already  disposed  of  exclusively  to 
loyalists.    Lord  Elgin's  biographer  remarks  : — "  Such  was  the  measure 
"  — so  clearly  inevitable  in  its  direction,  so  modest  in  its  proportions, 
**  which,  falling  on  an  inflamed  state  of  the  public  mind  in  Canada, 
"  and   misunderstood   in  England,  was   the  occasion  of    riot  and 
**  nearly  of  rebellion  in  the  Province,  and  exposed  the  Governor- 
*'  General,  who  sanctioned  it,  to  severe  censure  on  the  part  of  many, 
"  whose  opinion  he  most  valued  at  home."     It  is  satisfactory  to  find 
that  Lord  Elgin's  own  views  have  been  placed  on  record  in  the  form 
of  a  confidential  letter  to  Earl  Grey,  dated  ist  March,  1849.  He  wrote  : 
"  A  good  deal  of  excitement  and  bad  feeling  has  been  stirred  up  in 
"  the  Province  by  the  introduction  of  a  measure  by  the  Ministry 
"  for  the  payment  of  certain  rebellion  losses  in  Lower  Canada.     I 
"  trust  that  it  will  soon  subside,  and  that  no  enduring  mischief  will 
"  ensue  from  it,  but  the  Opposition  leaders  have  taken  advantage  of 
"  the  circumstances  to  work  upon  the  feelings  of  old  Loyalists,  as 
**  opposed  to  rebels,  of  British  as  opposed  to  French,  and  of  Upper 
"  Canadians  as  opposed  to  Lower,  and  thus  to  provoke  from  various 
"  parts  of  the  Province,  the  expression  of  not  very  temperate  or 
"  measured  discontent.  I  am  occasionally  rated  in  not  very  courteous 
"language  and  peremptorily  required  to  dissolve  the  Parliament, 
**  elected  only  one  year  ago,  under  the  auspices  of  this  same  clamorous 
"Opposition,  who  were  then  in  power.    The  measure  itself  is  nc 
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'  indeed  altogether  free  from  objection^  and  I  very  much  regret  that 
'  aiTaddition  should  be  made  to  our  debt,  for  such  an  object,  at  this 
'  time.  Nevertheless  I  must  say,  I  do  not  see  how  my  present 
'Tiovemment  could  have  taken  any  other  course  in  this  matter 
'  than  that  which  they  have  followed.  Their  predecessors  had 
'  already  gone  more  than  half-way  in  the  samTdirection,  though  they 
'  liadlitopped  short,  and  now  tell  us  that  they  never  intended  to  go 
'larther.  If  the  \finistry  had  failed  to  complete  the  work  of  alleged 
'"justice  to  Xower  Canada,  which  had  been  commenced  by  the 

*  fbrmer  Administration,  Mr.  Papineau  would  most  assuredly  have 

*  availed  himself  of  the  plea  to  undermine  their  influence  in  this' 
'  section  of  the  Province.     The  debates  in  Parliament  on  the  ques- 

*  tion  have  been  acrimonious  and  lengthy,  but  Mr.  Lafontaine's  reso- 

*  lutions  were  finally  passed  by  a  majority  of  "  fifty  to  twenty-two." 
A  fortnight  later  Lord  P21gin  again  wrote  to  Earl~Grey.     "  The  Tory 

'  party  are  doing  what  they  can  by  menace,  intimidation,  and  appeals 

*  to  passion,  to  drive  me  to  a  coitp  tfilat.  And  yet  the  very  mea- 
'  sure  which  is  at  this  moment  the  occasion  of  so  loud  ar.>  outcry  is 
'  nothing     more    than    i  strict    logical     carrying    out    of    their 

*  own  acts.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  the  address  on 
'  the  subject  of  the  rebellion  losses  in  Lower  Canada,  unanimously 
'  voted  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  while  Lord  Metcalfe  was 
'  Governor,  and  Mr.  Draper  Minister,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
'  administration  upon  that  address  could  have  been  meant  to  lead 
'  to,  if  not  to  such  a  measure  as  the  present  Government  have  intro- 
'  duced.     I  enclose  a  letter  which  has  been  published  in  the  news- 

*  papers  by  A.  M.  Masson,  one  of  the  Bermuda  exiles,  who  was 
'  appointed  to  an  office  by  the  late  Government.  This  person  will 
'  be  excluded  from  compensation  by  the  Bill  of  the  present  Govern- 
'  ment,  and  he  positively  asserts  that  Lord  Metcalfe  and  some  of  his 
'  Ministers  assured  him  that  he  would  be  included  by  them.     I  cer- 

*  tainly  regret  that  this  agitation  should  have  been  stirred,  and  that 

*  any  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  Province  should  be  diverted  now 
'  from  much  more  useful  purposes  to  make  good  losses  sustained  by 
'  individuals  in  the  rebellion.  But  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  a 
'  great  deal  of  property  was  wantonly  and  cruelly  destroyed  at  thai 
'  time  in  Lower  Canada,  nor  do  I  think  that  this  Government,  after 
'  what  their  predecessors  Had  done,  and  with  Papineau  in  the  reai^ 
'  could  have  helped  taking  up  this  question.  Neither  do  I  think Ihat 
'  their  measures  would  have  been  less  objectionable,  but  very  much 
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"  the  reverse,  if  after  the  lapse  of  eleven  years  and  the  proclamation 
"  of  a  general  amnesty,  it  had  been  so  framed  as  to  attach  the  stigma 
"  of  rebellion  to  others  than  those  regularly  convicted  before  the 
"  Courts,  Any  kind  of  extra  judicial  inquisition  conducted  at  this 
"  time  of  day  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Government,  with 
"  the  view  of  ascertaining  what  part  this  or  that  claimant  for  indem- 
"  nicy  may  have  taken  in  1837  and  1838  would  have  been  attended 
"  by  consequences  much  to  be  regretted  and  have  opened  the  door 
*'  to  an  infinite  amount  of  jobbery,  false  swearing,  and  detraction." 
The  last  part  of  this  letter  is  wholly  at  variance  with  what  actually 
took  place,  and  regarding  which  I  shall  adduce  the  clearest  evidence, 
later  on  in  my  narrative.  The  commissioners  actually  did  conduct 
an  extra-judicial  inquisition,  and  refused  indemnity  to  a  large  number 
of  claimants  who  had  never  been  convicted  before  Courts  of  law.  In 
the  stormy  debates,  which  took  place  in  the  House  of  Assembly, 
during  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  I  of  course  took  part,  and  I  recollect 
making  what  I  thought  at  the  time,  and  still  think  a  strong  point. 
Among  those  who  received  compensation  under  the  Upper  Canada 
Act  were  several  persons  well  known  to  have  been  implicated  in  the 
rebellion,  and  some  of  whom,  having  been  tried  and  convicted,  would 
have  been  excluded  by  the  Government  Bill  of  1849.  ^  stated  this 
fact,  and  mentioned  one  name  at  least  by  way  of  illustration.  The 
individual  specially  referred  to  was  Dr.  Cooke,  who  a  few  years  later 
succeeded  me  in  the  representation  of  South  Oxford,  and  who,  when 
I  left  Canada  in  1855,  was  a  supporter  of  the  coalition  government. 
The  newspapers  gave  the  name  as  "  Tooke,"  and  there  was  a  denial 
on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  that  any  compensation  had  been 
given  to  "  Tooke,"  and,  although  I  pointed  out  the  mistake,  I  found 
out  some  months  later,  during  the  discussions  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  I  was  supposed  to  have  made  a  mistake,  and  that  no  such 
cases  had  occurred.  It  was  likewise  alleged  that  the  nature  of  the 
claims  in  Upper  Canada  way  different,  and  that  it  was  quite  right  to 
pay  even  rebels  for  stores  taken  for  the  use  of  the  militia.  The  real 
question  at  issue  in  Lower  Canada  was  whether  a  rebel  should 
receive  compensation  for  loss  of  any  kind,  and  it  was  decided  that 
he  should  not.  Then  came  the  question,  how  it  was  to  be  determined, 
whether  a  man  was  or  was  not  a  rebel,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  at  the  time  the  fact  of  his  being  a  French  Canadian  would  have 
been  deemed  sufficient  to  exclude  him  unless,  indeed,  he  had  strong 
proof  of  his  loyalty.  In  the  progress  of  the  Bill  a  proviso  was  inserted 


th 


It 
(( 

(( 

<( 

(I 

<i 


SIR  FRANCIS  HINCKS,   K.C.M.G.,   C.B. 


193 


that  no  person  who  had  been  convicted  of  treason,  or  who  had  pleaded  ^ 
guilty  thereof,  should  be  entitled  to  indemnity,  but,  with  this  exception^, 
the    commissioners  were  entrusted  with    very    extensive    powert. 
It  may  be  interesting  to  cite  Lord  Elgin's  own  reasons  for  not  comply- 
ing with  the  request  of  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  that  he  would  reserve 
it  for  the  signification  of  the  pleasure  of  Her  Majesty.     He  wrote  :     ^ 
*'  There  are  objections,  too,  to  reserving  the  Bill,  which  I  think  I  shall 
"  consider  insurmountable,  whatever  obloquy  I  may  for  the  time      y 
"  entail  on  myself,  by  declining  to  lend  myself,  even  to  this  extent, 
"  to  the  plans  of  those  who  wish  to  bring  about  a  change  of  admin- 
"  istration.     In  the  first  place  the  Bill  for  the  relief  of  a  correspond- 
"  ing  class  of  persons  in  Upper  Canada,  which  was  couched  in  terms 
"  very  nearly  similar,  was  not  reserved,  and  it  is  difficult  to  discover 
"  a  sufficient  reason,  in  so  far  as  the  representative  of  the  Crown  is 
"  concerned,  for  dealing  with  the  one   measure  differently  from  the 
"  other  ;  and  in  the  second  place,  by  reserving  the  Bill,  I  should 
"  only  throw  on  Her  Majesty's  Government,  or  (as  it  would  appear 
"  to  the  popular  eye  here)  on  Her  Majesty  herself,  a  responsibility, 
"  which  rests,  and  I  think  ought  to  rest,  on  my  own  shoulders.    If  I 
"  pass  the  Bill,  whatever  mischief  ensues,  may  probably  be  repaired, 
"  if  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  by  the  sacrifice  of  me  ;  whereas,  if 
"  the  case  be  referred  to  England,  it  is  not  impossible  that  Her  Ma- 
"  jesty  may  only  have  before  her  the  alternative  of  preventing  a 
"  rebellion  in  Lower  Canada  by  refusing  her  assent  to  a  measure 
"  chiefly  affecting  the  interests  of  the  hahitans,  and  thus  throwing  the 
"  whole  population  into  Papineau's  hands,  or  of  wounding  the  sus-  ~ 
"  ceptibilities  of  some  of  the  best  subjects  she  has  in  the  Province, 
"  For  among  the  objectors  to  this  Bill  are  undoubtedly  to  be  found     . 
"  not  a  few  who  belong  to  this  class  ;  men  who  are  worked  upon  by     / 
"  others,  more  selfish  and  designing,  to  whom  the  principles  of  con- 
"  stitutional  government  are  unfathomable  mysteries,  and  who  still  ^. 
"  regard  the  representation  of  royalty  and,  in  a  more  remote  sense, 
"  the  Crown  and  Government  of  England,  if  not  as  the  objects  of  a 
'*  very  romantic  loyalty,  at  least  as  the  butts  of  a  most  intense  amd 
"  unrelenting  indignation,  if  political  affairs  be  not  administered  in    . 
"  entire  accordance  with  their  sense  of  what  is  right.  "    When  the 
above  letter  was  written  Lord  Elgin  had  not  yet  finally  decided  on 
his  course  of  action,  although  no  other  inference  can  be  drawn  from 
his  correspondence  than  that  he  had  almost  resolved  to  give  hi»^ 
assent  to  the  Bill.   It  so  happened  that  he  had  to  come  to  a  decision 
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very  suddenly  and  without  the  least  preparation.     It  was  my  duty, 
as    iMinister  of  Finance,  to  propose  certain  changes  in  the  tariff, 
which  had  been  concurred  in  by  the  House,  but  had  not  been  yet 
embodied  in  a  Bill.     One  day,  towards  the  end  of  April,  the  Hon. 
George  Mofiatt,  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Montreal,  informed 
me  that  he  had  just  heard  that  a  ship  had  arrived  in  the  St.  Law- 
rence, and  that  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  new  tariff  should  be 
applied  to  all  the  imports  of  the  year.     Entirely  concurring  in   Mr. 
Moffatt's  opinion  I  promised  that  I  would  lose  no  time  in  bringing 
the  new  duties  into  operation.     There  was  no  opposition  to  the 
proposed  changes  in  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  on  the 
very  same  day  I  went  out  to  the  Governor's  residence  at  Monklands,  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  cause  of  the  hurried  passage  of  the  Tariff  Bill, 
and  to  request  him  to  give  it  his  assent  as  soon  as  possible.     The 
question   then  arose  as  to  the   Rebellion   Losses   Bill,  which  had 
already  passed  both  Houses.     To  have  assented  to  one  Bill  and  to 
have  allowed  all  the  others  to  stand  would  perhaps  have  been  the 
wisest  course.  It  was  clear  that  either  the  Customs  Bill  alone  should 
have  been  assented  to,  or  else  all   the  Bills  that  had  passed  both 
Houses.    The  latter  course  was  deemed,  on  the  whole,  to  be  the  least 
objectionable,  and  accordingly  the  Governor  determined  to  sanction 
all  the  Bills  that  had  passed  both  Houses,  including  the  Rebellion 
Losses   Bill.      The    25th  April  was  the  memorable  day  on  which 
Lord  Elgin  proceeded  to  Parliament,  and  gave  the  royal  assent  to 
the  Bills,  then  awaiting  the  concurrence  of  the  Crown.     People  are 
often  wise  after  an  event,  when  prior  thereto  they  have  not  the  least 
idea  that  anything  unusual  is  about  to  take  place.     Notwithstand- 
ing the  excitement,  which  was  manifested  in  hooting   Lord  Elgin 
and  throwing  missiles  at   his  carriage,  on  his  departure  from  the 
buildings  in  which  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  were  then  held,  I 
had  not  the  most  remote  idea  that  any  infraction  of  the  peace  was 
contemplated,  nor  do  I  now  believe  that  there  was  any  organized 
plot.     A  meeting  was  called  suddenly  to  take  place  at  once  on  the 
-,Place-4iA««es,  but  all  that  the  members  knew  was  that  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  excitement  in  town.     I  was  myself  living  on  Beaver 
/  Hall  hill,  next  door  but  one  to  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Benjamin  Holmes, 
then  one  of  the  members  for  the  City  of  Montreal ;  and  on  that 
evening,  walking  together  to  our  residences,  we  thought  it  advisable 
to  turn  up  St.  James  street  and  to  warn  Col.  Ermatinger,  the  Police 
Magistrate,  of  the  excited  state  of  feeling  in  the  city.     We  saw  Col. 
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Ermatinger,  who  was  then  living  at  Tetu's  hotel,  and  he  at  once  acted 
on  our  suggestion.     It  was,  however,  too  late  even  to  attempt  to 
restrain  the  indignant  citizens,  who,  after  listening  to  the  speeches 
of  highly-excited  politicians,  were  suddenly  called  on  to  go  to  the 
Parliament  House,  and  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment  acted  on  the 
suggestion.       I  was  myself  absent  at  the  time  at  my  own  house,  and 
the  first  1  knew  of  the  attack,  on  the  public  buildings  was  hearing 
that  they  were  in  flames.     During  the  next  two  days  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  excitement,  but,  to  use  Lord  Elgin's  own  words,  "  the  leaders 
•'  of  the  disaffected  party  have  shown  a  disposition  to  restrain  their 
"  followers,  and  to  direct  their  energies  towards  the  more  consti- 
"  tutional  object  of  petitioning  the  Queen  for  my  recall  and  the 
"  disallowance  of  the  obnoxious  Bill."    On  the  very  day  that  the 
above  sentences  were  written  there  was  a  fresh  outburst  of  violence. 
The  Assembly   had   voted   an   address  to    the  Governor-General, 
expressing  loyalty  to  the  Queen,  and  abhorrence  at  the  outrages 
which  had  taken  place,  and  likewise  approval  of  the  just  and  impar- 
tial administration  of  his  Excellency  with  his  late,  as  well  as  his 
present,  advisers.     It  had  been  arranged  that  Lord  Elgin  should 
receive  this  address  at  the  Government  House,  in  the  city,  then  used 
as  public  offices;  and  on  the  30th  April  he  was  driven  into  the  city 
escorted  by  a  troop  of  volunteer  dragoons  and  accompanied  by  liis 
brother.  Col.  Bruce,  and  other  members  of  his  suite.     During  his 
passage  through  the  streets  he  was  assailed  with  showers  of  stones, 
but  no  injury  was  done,  although  he  brought  with  him  into  Govern- 
ment House  a  two-pound  stone  which  was  picked  up  in  the  carriage. 
After  receiving  and  replying  to  the  address  he  endeavoured  to  avoid 
further  conflict  by  taking  a  different  route  homeward,  but  the  mob, 
composed  of  persons  in  a  good  social  position,  took  cabs  and  arrived 
at  Sherbrooke  street,  in  time  to  make  a  fresh  assr.ult,  by  which  Col. 
Bruce  received  a  serious  wound  on  the  head.     After  this.  Lord  Elgin 
abstained  from  going  into  town,  being  determined  that  no  act  of  his 
should  give  occasion  to  the  mob  for  fresh  outrage.     He  was  charged 
with  cowardice  because  he  adhered  rigidly  to  a  fixed  determination 
to  bear  any  amount  of  obloquy,  but  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  stain 
of  blood  resting  upon  his  name.     This  is  the  key  to  the  whole  policy 
of  Lord  Elgin  in  1849.     The  rioters  were  of  British  race,  the  orderly 
citizens  were  chiefly   French  Canadians.      He  had  an   adequate 
military  force  atTiTs~comman J^^t  to  employ  it  for  his  protection 
would  in  all  probability  have  led  to  a  collision  between  the  then 
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antagonistic  races.  While,  however,  he  was  determined  not  to  risk 
such  a  collision,  he  was  equally  determined  not  to  yield  to  the 
clamour  and  violence  of  the  mob.  Writing  to  Earl  Grey  on  the  30th 
April,  he  said  "  It  is  my  firm  conviction  that,  if  this  dictation  be 
"  submitted  to,  the  government  of  this  Province  by  constitutional 
"  means  will  be  impossible,  and  that  the  struggle  of  overbearing 
"  minorities,  backed  by  force,  and  majorities  resting  on  legality  and 
"  established  forms,  which  has  so  long  proved  the  bane  of  Canada, 
"  driving  capital  from  the  Province  and  producing  a  state  of  chronic 
"  discontent,  will  be  perpetuated."  While  the  excitement  was  at  its 
height  in  Montreal  addresses  of  confidence  were  poured  in  on  the 
Governor-General  from  all  parts  of  Upper  Canada.  He  was  parti- 
cularly touched,  ns  a  Scotchman,  at  the  loyal  address  from  the 
County  of  Glengarry,  which  must  have  been  specially  gratifying  to 
him  as  his  fiercest  assailants  in  Montreal  were  the  members  of  the  St 
Andrew's  Society.  It  is  probable  that  they  relied  with  implicit  con- 
fidence on  the  support  of  a  countryman  bearing  the  time-honoured 
name  of  Bruce,  and  were  proportionally  incensed  when  they  found  it 
impossible  to  turn  him  from  what  he  felt  to  be  the  path  of  duty.  A 
large  number  of  delegates  from  Upper  Canada  having  been  in 
Montreal  at  the  same  time,  it  was  resolved  to  entertain  them  at 
dinner,  and  this  led  to  a  fresh  outbreak,  as  the  Hotel  on  St  James 
street  was  violently  attacked  and  broken  into  before  the  Police 
Magistrate  could  be  found.  Shortly  after  this,  the  House  being  still 
in  session,  it  became  known  that  Sir  Allan  MacNab  and  the  Hon. 
William  Cayley  had  left  for  England,  notoriously  for  the  purpose  of 
representing  the  Conservative  view  of  the  obnoxious  Bill  to  all  in 
England,  who  would  listen  to  them.  A  meeting  of  Council  was 
held  on  the  very  day,  when  this  became  known,  and  it  was  deemed 
expedient  that  some  member  of  the  Cabinet  should  at  once  proceed 
to  England  to  defend  the  policy  of  the  Government.  The  choice 
fell  on  me,  and,  although  it  was  in  the  afternoon  when  the  decision 
was  arrived  at,  I  determined  to  start  early  the  following  morning,  so 
as  to  catch  the  steamer  at  Boston.  I  had  a  good  passage  and  took 
the  first  train  for  London  after  my  arrival.  I  lost  no  time  in  seeing 
Lord  John  Russell,  then  Premier,  and  Earl  Grey,  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  both  of  whom  I  found  prepared  to  support  Lord 
Elgin  cordially.  I  was  advised  to  see  Mr.  Gladstone,  who  had  given 
notice  that  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
the  Bill,  but  who,  I  imagine,  did  not  intend  to  take  any  further  step. 
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I  saw  that  eminent  statesman  for  the  first  time  on  that  occasion,  and 
was  favoured  with  a  long  interview,  but  it  was  too  late  to  hope  for  any 
change  on  his  part.  When,  however,  the  debate  came  on,  the  I'eelitcs, 
with  hardly  an  exception,  voted  with  the  Government,  Sir  Robert 
Peel  making  an  excellent  speech,  in  which  he  highly  complimented 
Lord  Elgin.  There  was  a  large  majority  in  the  Commons  in  favour 
of  the  Government,  and  in  the  House  of  Lords,  although  both  Lord 
Lyndhurst  and  Lord  Brougham  denounced  the  Bill,  the  Government 
had  a  small  majority.  I  had  important  financial  business  in  London 
at  the  same  time,  as  the  public  works,  esjjecially  the  Welland  Canal, 
were  in  jjrogress,  and  it  had  been  found  impossible  to  raise  a  loan, 
and  resort  had  been  had  to  the  issue  of  small  debentures,  payable  a 
year  after  date,  which  were  of  course  only  negotiable  under  par.  I 
shall  notice  that  subject  later,  and  will  meantime  bring  to  a  close  my 
narrative  of  the  Rebellion  Losses  Act.  It  was  deemed  by  my 
colleagues  to  be  a  politic  measure  to  appoint  the  old  Commissioners 
who  had  already  made  a  partial  investigation  of  the  claims.  One  or 
two  declined  acting,  and  substitutes  had  to  be  found.  They  were 
gentlemen  who  had  no  political  sympathy  with  the  administration, 
but  were  personally  of  high  character.  I  have  already  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  they  entered  on  an  extra-judicial  inquisition 
and  refused  to  grant  compensation  to  a  large  number  of  claimants 
on  the  ground  of  their  having  been  implicated  in  the  rebellion, 
although  never  convicted  by  any  Court.  The  report  was  signed  by 
only  three  of  the  five  Commissioners,  one  of  the  minority,  Mr.  Le 
Blanc,  having  stated  his  reasons  for  dissenting  from  his  colleagues 
in  a  large  number  of  cases,  while  Col.  Hanson  likewise  declined  to 
concur  in  the  rejjort.  I  shall  best  convey  the  views  of  the  two 
parties  on  the  Commission  by  extracts  from  the  report  and  from 
the  protests  of  Col.  Hanson  and  Mr.  LcBlanc.  The  report  signed  by 
three  of  ihe  five  Commissioners,  viz.,  Hon.  P.  H.  Moore,  chairman, 
Jacques  Viger  and  John  Simpson,  contains  the  following  paragraphs, 
which  are  cited  merely  to  illustrate  the  views  on  which  the  Commis- 
sioners acted.  The  Act  which  was  the  cause  of  so  much  excitement 
provided  that  no  person  convicted  of  high  treason  or  who  had 
confessed>his  guilt  should  receive  compensation.  The  Commissioners 
decided  that  "  persons  who,  by  their  examination  or  the  testimony 
"  of  others,  shall  be  proved  as  guilty  as  those  in  the  two  excluded 
"  classes,  shall  be  no  more  entitled  to  indemnification  than  they  are. 
"  They  have  in  every  case  made  this  their  rule  of  action."    Again  : 
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*'  The  candidate  who  claims  this  reward  or  indemnity  is  bound,  as 
*'  the   Commissioners  understand  it,  to  prove  to  their    satisfaction 
"  his  title  to  that  privilege.       He  is  not  compelled  to  claim  it,  but  if 
"  in  doing  so  he  refuses  to  satisfy  the  Commissioners  or  admit  the 
"  guilt  of  rebellion,  he  suffers  neither  pain,  penalty,  nor  forfeiture,  he 
"  only  proves   that   he  is  not  one  of  that  class  contemplated  by 
"  the  Legislature  as  entitled  to  share  its  bounty."     The  foregoing 
extracts,  though  brief,  afford  sufficient  evidence  of  the  view  taken 
by  the  majority  of  the  Commissioners  which  was  to  make  a  strict 
enquiry  as  to  the  loyalty  of  the  claimants,  or  perhaps  I  should  be 
more  correct  in  stating  as  to  their  disloyalty.     The  two  Commis- 
sioners who  dissented  from  the  majority  were  Colonel  Hanson,  who 
had  been  an  officer  in  the  British  Army,  and  Mr.  Ovide  LeBlanc. 
The  gentlemen  who  dissented  divided  together  on  a  great  number  of 
amendments  to  the  report,  the  division  having  been  3  to  2.     They 
placed  their  opinions  on  record  each  in  separate  documents.     Col. 
Hanson  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Province  in  which 
he  enclosed  copies  of  a  correspondence  with  Lord  Seaton,  the  com- 
manding officer  during  the  rebellion.     In  Lord  Seaton's  letter  the 
following  passages  were  cited  by  Col.  Hanson  :    "  The  soldiers  were 
"  regularly  put  up  in  the  village  by  the  Quarter  Master  General's 
"  department,  and  strict  orders  were  issued  to  each  officer  to  protect 
"  the  inhabitants  and  their  property, — Lt.-Col.  Townsend  to  remain 
"  in  the  village  of  St.  Benoit  for  its  protection,  and  the  remainder  of 
"  the  troops  to  return  to  Montreal.     *     *    *     xhe  utmost  compas- 
"  sion  and  consideration  should  be  felt  for  the  families  of  the  sulicrers 
**  plunged  into  affliction  by  the  reckless  conduct  of  their  relatives  ; 
"  every    house   injured   or  destroyed  at  St.  Benoit  was  a  wanton 
•'  destruction,  perpetrated  in  defiance  of  guards  placed  to  protect 
"  property."     Col.  Hanson,  in  a  letter  to  the  Provincial  Secretary, 
states  :  "  I  have  in  every  case  refused  to  give  or  grant  compensation 
"  to  persons  who  confessed  they  were  present  at  any  battle  against 
"  the  troops,  or,  being  armed,  did  fire  at  or  on  the  troops  or  volunteers 
"  or  to  persons  accused  on  oath  and  satisfactorily  proved  to  have 
"  been  guilty  of  like  acts,  provided  said  proof  was  made  in  the 
"  presence  of  the  claimants  so  accused,  with  a  fair  opportunity  of 
"  defending  themselves.     But  the  majority  of  my  brother  Commis- 
'*  sioners  contended  they  had  a  right  to  examine  witnesses  touching 
"  the  conduct  of  a  claimant,  although  he,  the  said  claimant,  be  not 
•'  present  to  cross-examine.    I  have  protested  against  such  proceed- 
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"  ings  as  being  expartc,  and  therefore  unfair  and  unjust,  as  will  more 
•'  fully   appear  upon  reference   to    a  copy  of  my   protest  annexed 
"  hereto."     I  shall  now  refer  to  Mr.   LeBlanc's  views,  and   I  was 
glad  to  find  that  he  has  exjjlained,  what  I  have  often  heard  alleged 
by  old  T.oyalists,  that  payment  was  made  to  persons  known  to  have 
been  rebels.     Mr.  LeBlanc  was  at  least  consistent.     He  held   that 
under  tlie  Act  it  was  not  competent  for  the  Commissioners  to  reject 
claims  on  any  other  ground  but  the  sentences  of  the  courts  of  law. 
It  appe.irs  that  in  a  number  of  cases  which  are  specified,  claims  were 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  Commissioners  because  they  had  been 
previously  rejected  by  the  former  Commissioners  which  sat  under 
the  ordinance  of  the  Special  Council,  and  which  awarded  com])ensa- 
tion  to  Loyalists  alone.     Mr.  LeBlanc,  however,  siiowed  that  other 
claimants,  including  Mr.  W.  H.  Scott,  had  been  awarded  compen- 
sation although  their  claims  had  l)een  rejected    by    the   old    Com- 
missioners.       Another   case    frequently     brought    for^vard    is    that 
of  Mr,  J.  L  Girouard,  whose  claim  to  indemnity  for  wanton  destruction 
of  projierty  was  admitted  without  any  evidence  having  been  taken. 
Mr.  Lclilanc  com]jlained  of  the  jjartiality  and  inconsistency  of  the 
majority  of  the  Commissioners  in  their  treatment  of  the  claims,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  he  fully  substantiated  his  allegations.       On   the 
whole  it  is  ajjparent  to  me,  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  re})orts 
and  protests,  that  the  majority  of  the  Commissioners  adojited  the 
rule  of  excluding  all  who  were  in  their  opinion  guilty  of  parliciiuition 
in  the  rebellion,  and  that,  in  many  instances,  they  did  not  give  the 
accused  any  op])ortunity  of  rebutting  charges  made  in  their  absence. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  in  some  cases  allowed  claims,  such  as  those 
of  Messrs.    Scott   and   Girouard,  without  subjecting  them  ti)  such 
examination  as  they  made  in  regard  to  others.     The  mere  fact  of 
payments  having  been  made,  in  a  few  cases,  to  ])ers()ns  generally 
supposed  to  have  been  comj)romis(.d,  only  convinces  me  that  the 
exclusion  of  persons  implicated  in  the   rebellion  was  the   rule,   and 
that   it  was  apj)lied  with  great  stringency  will   ajjpear  from    Mr. 
LeBlanc's  protests,  between  fifty  and  sixty  in  number.     There  were 
in   all   107   claims   rejected.      It   has  been  said  that  the  claims  of 
Loyalists  were  rejected,  but  this  seems  to  me  incredible.     1  do  not 
find  a  single  English  name  in  the  rejected  list,  and  the  only  ground 
that  I  have  been  able  to  trace  for  an   assertion  diat  I  have  occasion- 
ally heard  made,  is  that  there  were  some  petitions  presented  to  th ,' 
House  of  Assembly  alleging  such  to  have  been  the  case.     As  no 
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action  was  taken  on  such  petitions,  if  presented,  it  is  to  be  inferred 
that  the  statements  could  not  be  proved.  The  claims  adjudicated 
on  were  2244  in  number,  and  429  claims  were  abandoned,  or  at 
least  the  parties  did  not  appear  to  prosecute  them.  Such  is  the 
history  of  the  celebrated  Rebellion  Losses  Act,  which  led  to  such 
disastrous  consequences  to  the  City  of  Montreal. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


THE   RAILROAD   POLICY. 


It  was  in  the  memorable  Session  of  1849  ^^^^  '^  became  my  duty 
to  propose,  and  carry  through  the  House    of  Assembly,  the  first 
measure  for  affording  Government  assistance   .0  the  railway  enter- 
prises, which  had  begun  to  absorb  a  large  share  of  public  attention- 
The  railways  then  in  process  of  construction  were  the  lines  known 
as  the  Great  Western,  the  Northern,  and  the   St.  Lawrence  and 
Atlantic.     At  that  time  great  confidence  was  felt  that  railways  would 
afford  ample  remuneration  to  their  proprietors,  and  that  they  would 
be  able  to  pay  the  interest  on  Government  loans,  which  were  urgently 
required  by  those  who  had  undertaken  their  management.     The 
Government  proposition,  which  was  well  received  by  the  public,  and 
which  became  law,  was  to  lend  to  companies  incorporated  for  the 
construction  of  railways,  not  less  than  seventy  five  miles  in  length,  a 
sum  sufficient  to  complete  the  road,  when  one-half  the  work  had  been 
performed,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Public  Works  department.    The 
Government  loan  was  to  be  a  first  mortgage  on  the  road  and  its 
rolling-stock.     During  the  previous  Parliament,  of  which  I  had  not 
been  a  member,  the  co-ojieration  of  Canada  had  been  sought  in  the 
work  now  known  as  the  Intercolonial  Railroad.     The  scheme  origi- 
nated in  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  first  step  taken  was  to  make  a  joint 
request  to  the  Imperial  Government  to  undertake  the  survey  of  the 
line,  which  the  three  Provinces  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick  agreed  to  reimburse.     After  the  survey  had  been  com- 
pleted, the  late  Hon.  Joseph  Howe  visited  England,  with  the  view 
of  obtaining  assistance  in  some  form  from  the  Imperial  Government 
in  the  construction  of  the  work.     In  June,  1851,  Mr.  Howe,  accom- 
panied  by   Mr.   Chandler  of   New   Brunswick,   came  to   'loronto 
during  the  Session  of  the  Legislature,  and  reported  the  result  of  his 
visit  to  England,  which  was  that  he  had  obtained  a  promise  from 
Earl   Grey,   then  Secretary  of  State,  that   if  the   three   Provinces 
would  make  a  satisfactory  proposition  to  the  Imperial  Government 
His  Lordship  would  use  his  influence  to  obtain  a  loan  of  ^^7, 000, 000 
sterling,  to  be  employed  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  between 
Halifax  and  Quebec  or  Montreal,  and  likewise  aid  in  the  construction 
of  the  European  and  North  American  line  to  the  frontier  of  the  State 
of  Maine.     The  Canadian  Government  expressed  its  readiness  to 
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j  •''  the  Other  provinces  in  the  work,  and  Acts  were  passed  accord- 
ingly for  the  constructioa  on  joint  account  of  the  railroad  from 
Halifax  to  Quebec,  and  fcir  a  trunk  line  thence  to  the  Western  con- 
fines of  the  Province,  to  which  the  guarantee  authorized  by  the  Act  of 
1840  was  to  be  limited.  I  may  mention  here  that  in  1851  important 
communications  were  made  by  Messrs.  Baring  Bros.  &  Co.  and 
Messrs.  Glyn,  Mills  &  Co.,  the  financial  agents  of  the  Province,  on 
the  subject  of  the  guarantee,  and  of  the  indefinite  amount  of  liability 
assumed  by  the  Province  under  the  Act  of  1 849.  The  agents  wore 
strongly  in  favour  of  limiting  the  amount  of  loans  for  public  works, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  Province  in  the  London  money 
market.  Their  advice  was  followed,  and  the  Provincial  aid  was 
limited  to  the  main  trunk  line,  of  which  the  Great  Western  was 
understood  to  be  a  part,  and  which  had  been  provided  by  the  Act  of 
1849.  I  "^^y  state  here,  that  the  line,  which  was  subsetiuently 
amalgamated  with  the  Grand  Trunk  from  Toronto  westward,  was 
not  entitled  to  any  guarantee.  Charters  were  granted  for  railroads 
between  Toronto  and  Kingston  and  between  Kingston  and  Montreal. 
After  the  prorogation  of  the  Legislature,  the  Governor  General  was 
invited  to  visit  Boston  as  a  guest  of  the  city,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
celebration  of  the  opening  of  railroads,  terminating  at  that  City,  and  His 
Lordship  was  accompanied  by  a  large  number  of  members  of  Parlia- 
ment of  both  parties,  and  other  influential  Canadians.  The  celebration 
was  a  great  success,  having  been  attended  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  number  of  distinguished  statesmen,  and  Lord 
I  Elgin's  speech  at  the  dinner  was  universally  admired.    Soon  after  the 

return  of  the  party  from  Boston,  Mr.  LaFontaine  retired  from  office, 
and  Lord  Elgin,  who  was  then  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  honoured  me 
by  asking  my  advice  as  to  the  construction  of  a  new  Ministry,  a  task 
which  was  surrounded  with  difficulties,  owing  to  conflicting  views 
among  prominent  members  of  the  Liberal  party,  both  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada.  As  I  shall  have  to  treat  this  subject  at  length  else- 
where, I  shall  proceed  with  the  history  of  the  railroad  negotia- 
tions. At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1852  an  important  despatch 
from  Earl  Grey,  dated  9th  January  of  that  year,  conveyed  the  informa- 
tion that  Mr.  Howe's  representations  on  the  subject  of  Earl  Grey's 
promise,  in  regard  to  the  Intercolonial  railroad,  were  incorrect  in  a 
most  important  particular.  Mr.  Howe  had  assured  the  Canadian 
and  New  Brunswick  ministers  that  the  imperial  guarantee  would  be 
given,  not  only  to  the  main  line,  between  Halifax  and  Quebec,  but 
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likewise  to  the  line  in  New  Brunswick,  terminating  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  known  as  the  European  and  North  American  railroad.     To 
this  latter  line  Earl  Grey  had  never  promised  imperial  assistance,  and 
yet   the   consent  of    New  Brunswick   to   aid   the   direct  line  was 
contingent  on  the  other  line  being   constructed.     It   was    deemed 
expedient  under  the  circumstances  that  Canada  should  ascertain  with- 
out delay  what  prospect  there  was  of  surmounting  ihe  existing  diffi- 
culties, and  accordingly,  accompanied  by  two  of  my  new  colleagues,  the 
Honbls.  Messrs.  Tache  and  Young,  I  proceeded  to  Fredericton,  where 
we  were  most  kindly  received  by  the  Lt.-Governor,  Sir  Edmund  Head, 
and,  after  consultation  with  the  ministers,  and  clearly  ascertaining 
their  views,  which  were  in  accordance  with  our  own,  we  proceeded  to 
Halifax  accompanied  by  the  late  Hon.  E.  B.  Chandler.     We  were 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick,  the  ma- 
jority of  which  consisted  of  members  representing  the  Southern  con- 
stituencies, would  never  consent  to  any  other  line  but  that  by  the  Valley 
of  the  St.  John.  On  arriving  at  Halifax  we  found  Mr.  Howe  and  his  col- 
leagues adverse  to  the  line  favoured  by  us,  and  had  fully  made  up 
our  minds  that  our  mission  was  a  failure,  when   some    influential 
gentlemen  in  Halifax  determined  to  call  a  public  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens for  the  consideration  of  the  question,  and  to  invite  the  delegates 
to  attend.     Before  submitting  the  proceedings  at  that  meeting,  which 
I  venture  to  think  are  worthy  of  preservation,  I  shall  give  firstly  Earl 
Grey's    despatch,  which  dispelled  the   erroneous   impressions   pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Howe's  representation,  secondly,  the  negotiations  at 
Halifax,  in  their  order.     It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  up  to  the 
time  of  Mr.  Howe's  speech  at  the  meeting,  the  delegates  had  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  consent  of  Nova  Scotia  would  be  given  to 
the  amended   propositions  made  by  the   Canadian  delegates,   and 
assented  to  by  Mr.  Chandler  in  his  letter  of  the  31st  January.     In 
order  to  complete  the  history  of  the  abortive  attempt,  made  in  1852, 
to  construct  the  intercolonial  railroad  by  united  effort,  I  shall  reprint 
a  pamphlet,  published  in  London,  in  1855,  in  reply  to  a  speech  of 
Mr.  Howe,  which  he  delivered  in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Nova 
Scotia,  but  reprinted  in  London  where  I  hajjpened  to  be  at  the  same 
time.     The  pamphlet  has  reference  to  a  variety  of  topics,  introduced 
by  Mr.  Howe,  but  it  is  to  the  railroad  negotiations  that  I  desire 
specially  to  call  attention.     It  is  stated  in  Dent's  History  that  Mr. 
Howe  regretted  his  consent  to  the  Valley  of  the  St.  John  route  after 
it  had  been  given,  although  he  had  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Legis- 
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lature  to  it,  and  had  promised  on  three  different  occasions  to  join 
his  colleagues  in  London.  1  am  bound  to  acknowledge  that  I  do 
not  believe  that  Mr.  Howe's  presence  would  have  led  the  Imperial 
Government  to  accede  to  the  proposition  that  the  Valley  of  St.  John 
line  should  receive  the  assistance  of  the  Imperal  Government.  The 
following  papers  I  consider  worthy  of  insertion  : 

DowNii  .•  Street,  Jan.  9,  1852. 

Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  iith  Decem- 
ber last,  enclosing  a  report  by  Mr.  Howe  on  the  subject  of  his  having  misinter- 
preted the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  undertaking  to  aid  the  North 
American  Provinces  m  the  construction  of  an  Intercolonial  Railway.  I  have 
also  received  your  subsequent  despatch  of  the  24th  December,  enclosing  a  second 
report  from  that  gentleman  on  the  same  subject. 

2. — I  greatly  regret  that  a  misunderstanding  should  have  arisen  respecting  the 
extent  to  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  be  prepared  to  recommend 
that  the  loan  to  be  raised  by  the  Provinces  for  this  purpose  should  be  guaranteed 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament.  I  do  not  of  course  doiibt  Mr.  Howe's  assertion, 
that  I  failed  to  make  him  understand  my  views  on  this  question,  as  I  certainly 
failed  to  detect  the  misconception  with  regard  to  them  into  which  he  '  ad  fallen  ; 
nor  did  I  for  a  moment  suppose,  till  I  read  your  speech  on  opening  the  late 
Session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Province,  that  my  despatches  and  communica- 
tions on  this  subject  were  construed  to  bear  any  other  sense  than  that  which  they 
were  intended,  and  still,  in  my  opinion,  appear  to  convey. 

3. — From  a  perusal  of  these  reports  I  observe  that  Mr.  Howe,  in  explaining  the 
views  which  he  has  taken  of  the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  dwells 
not  so  much  on  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hawes  of  the  loth  of  March,  1851,  in  which 
the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  was  communicated  to  him  under  my 
direction,  as  on  the  language  which  he  has  himself  held  since  his  return  to  America, 
in  reference  to  his  communications  with  me,  and  upon  his  having  assumed  through- 
out those  communications  that  New  Brunswick  would  not  be  ready  to  join  with 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  in  the  construction  of  the  proposed  line  of  communica- 
tion from  Halifax  to  Quebec,  except  upon  the  condition  that  the  arrangement 
should  embrace,  in  equally  favourable  terms,  a  provision  for  a  branch  line  between 
the  projected  railway  and  the  railways  of  the  United  States. 

4. — As  to  the  first  of  these  statements,  I  have  to  observe  that  I  perceive,  now 
that  my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  them,  that  there  are,  in  some  of  Mr.  Howe's 
Reports,  addressed  to  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  his  letters  and 
speeches  which  were  communicated  to  me,  expressions  which  I  ought  to  have 
understood  to  imply  that  he  expected  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  make  an  appli- 
cation to  Parliament  for  assistance  to  both  lines.  I  can  only  account  for  my  having 
failed  to  perceive  this  by  supposing  that,  owing  to  the  very  great  length  of  these 
papers,  I  must  in  reading  them  have  overlooked  the  particular  expressions  to  which 
my  attention  is  now  directed,  or  have  read  them  with  so  full  a  belief  that  Mr. 
Howe  was  well  aware  of  the  limits  within  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  pro- 
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posed  that  the  assistance  of  Parliament  should  be  confined,  as  to  have  attaclied  to 
them  a  difleient  meaning  from  that  which  they  were  intended  to  hear,  by  supiiosinsj 
that  Mr.  Howe  meant  to  fay  that  both  lines  were  to  be  exocutei.,  but  only  on 
with  the  assist'  nee  of  Parliament. 

5. — Adverting,  in  the  next  place,  to  the  other  statement,  I  have  undoubtedly 
always  understood  that  it  was  unlikely  that  tie  people  and  Legislature  of  Xew 
Brunswick  would  be  disposed  to  enter  into  the  plan  of  the  Quebec  and  Halifax 
Railway,  unless  the  Portland  line  could  also  \)e  constructed.  At  the  same  time,  I 
believed  that  I  had  made  it  fully  understood  in  the  re|ieated  conversations  which  I 
had  with  Mr.  Howe,  and  in  interviews  with  other  ptrsons  interested  in  the  New 
Brunswick  railways,  that  the  view  which  Her  Majesty's  (lovernnient  took  of  the 
subject  was  that,  looking  to  the  very  great  numlier  of  important  public  works  pro- 
jected in  almost  every  British  colony,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  demand  for  the 
assistance  of  this  country  in  commencing  them,  that  assistance  could  not  be  given, 
without  inconvenience  and  risk,  unless  it  were  strictly  limited  to  objects  calculated 
to  promote  some  important  interest  of  the  empire  at  large,  and  not  merely  of 
some  individual  colony.  The  projected  line  from  Halifax  to  Quebec  answered 
this  description,  because  its  constniction  tended  to  draw  closer  the  bonds  uniting 
the  North  American  provinces  with  each  other,  and  with  the  Mother  Country  ;  but 
the  various  other  railways  that  were  projected,  though  no  doubt  calculated  to  l)e 
very  useful  to  the  several  provinces,  would  not  have  had  any  such  important  bear- 
ing uiiuu  ihe  interests  of  the  empire  at  large;  and  it  appeared  to  me,  therefore, 
that  they  ought  to  be  executed  by  the  colonies  interested,  or  by  private  enterprise 
when  practicable,  but  without  any  responsibility  being  incurred  by  the  Mother 
Country  for  the  expenditure. 

6. — The  despatches  addressed  to  the  respective  Governors  of  the  colonies  and 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Hawes  will  be  found  to  be  in  strict  conformity  with  this  view  of 
the  subject ;  but  the  principle  is  laid  down  so  clearly  in  the  following  extract  from 
Mr.  Hawes'  letter,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  cite  any  other  passage  in  support 
of  what  I  have  stated  : — 

"In  the  first  place,  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  of  opinion  that  they 
would  not  be  justified  in  asking  Parliament  to  allow  the  credit  of  this  country  to 
be  pledged  to  any  object  not  of  great  importance  to  the  British  empire  as  a  whole, 
(and  they  do  not  consider  that  the  projected  railway  would  answer  this  descrip- 
tion, unless  it  should  establish  a  line  of  communication  between  the  three  British 
provinces,)  it  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  work  is  not  to  be  commenced, 
nor  is  any  part  of  the  loan  for  the  interest  on  which  the  British  treasury  is  to  be 
responsible  to  be  raised,  until  arrangements  are  made  with  the  provinces  of  New 
Brunswick  and  Canada,  by  which  the  construction  of  a  line  of  railway  passing 
wholly  through  British  territories,  from  Halifax  to  Queliec  or  Montreal,  shall  be 
provided  for  to  the  satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Goverr.menl." 

7. — I  must  also  add  that  New  Brunswick  being,  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  its 
inhabitants,  more  interested  in  the  southern  line,  my  belief  was  that,  contemplat- 
ing the  execution  of  this  line  by  such  means  as  could  be  found  without  the  assis- 
tance of  Parliament,  the  people  of  New  Brunswick  would  find  a  great  advantage 
in  the  execution  of  the  Halifax  and  Quebec  line  by  the  assistance  of  Parliament, 
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because  this  wouM  provide  for  the  execution  of  that  portion  of  the  line  throiij^h 
Nova  Scotia  which  would  l)e  conmon  to  both,  without  requiring  that  the  capital 
should  be  provided  on  the  spot,  and  would  tluis  leave  a  large  amount  of  such 
cai)ital  available  for  the  line  which  New  Brunswick  was  to  execute  for  itself. 

8.  —  Having  thus  adverted  to  that  part  o  Mr.  Howe's  statement,  of  which  the 
objert  is  to  show  that  I  had  not  been  left  in  ignorance  of  his  understanding  as  to 
the  proposal  to  be  submitted  to  Parliament,  I  have  next  to  consider  what  were 
the  actual  engagements  into  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  enteied,  and  what 
the  decision  arrived  at,  on  Mr.  Howe's  application,  as  communicated  to  him  in  Mr. 
Hawes'  letter  of  the  loth  March  ;  in  this  letter,  Mr.  Hawes  was  directed  to  inform 
him,  that  the  guarantee  of  a  loan,  which  Nova  Scotia  proposed  to  obtain  for  the 
conistruction  of  that  portion  of  the  projected  line  to  be  established  on  British 
Territory,  between  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Canada, 
which  would  pass  through  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  would  be  gr.inted  upon 
condition  that  no  part  of  the  loan  should  be  raiseil  until  arrangements  were  made 
with  Canada  and  New  Brunswick,  by  which  the  construction  of  a  line  of  Railway 
passii.g  wholly  through  British  Territory  from  Halifax  to  Quebec,  should  be  pro- 
vided for,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Government  ;  and  that  to  facilitate  such 
arrangement  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  recommend  to  Parliament  that 
the  like  assistance  should  be  rendered  to  those  Provinces  as  to  Nova  Scotia,  in 
obtaining  loans  for  the  construction  of  their  respective  portions  of  the  work. 

9. — It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  no  assistance  was  promised  to  New  Bruns- 
wick in  the  construction  of  any  line  but  that  one  which  would  form  part  of  a 
continuous  railway  from  Halifax  to  Quebec.  The  expression — "the  line" — is 
repeatedly  used  in  describing  the  object  for  which  the  loan  was  to  be  guaranteed  ; 
and  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  what  that  line  was,  it  is  stated,  "  that  any  deviation 
from  the  line  recommended  by  Major  Robinson  and  Captain  Henderson  must  be 
subject  to  the  approval  of  Her  Majesty's  Government." 

ID. — And  when  it  is  added,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  by  no  means 
oliject  to  its  forming  part  of  the  plan  which  may  be  determined  upon,  that  it 
should  include  a  provision  for  establishing  a  communication  between  the  ppojected 
railway  and  the  railways  of  the  United  States,  it  is  obvious,  as  I  have  already 
pointed  out  in  my  despatch  to  you  of  the  Jyth  November  last,  that  notliing  further 
was  contemplated  in  that  passage  than  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
sanction  such  a  provision  for  this  purpose,  as  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick 
niay  deem  expedient  to  make  upon  its  own  liabilities. 

II. — Mr.  Hawes'  letter  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Howe,  on  the  day  following 
that  on  which  it  was  received,  in  a  letter  which  I  have  now  before  me  ;  and  the 
expressions^used  by  Mr.  Howe  on  that  occasion  left  me  under  the  impression  that 
he  was  fully  aware  that  it  was  one  railroad  only,  for  the  construction  of  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  was  prepared  to  propose  to  Parliament  to  advance  the 
funds,  or  to  pledge  the  national  credit  because  they  speak  of  "the  work,"  the 
railroad,  the  "  great  national  highway,"  and  contain  no  allusion  to  more  lines 
than  one,  or  to  a  line  of  connection  across  New  Brunswick,  with  the  railroads  of 
the  United  Stat  _ 

_.  _     ijjjjo  refer  you  to  my  despatch  to  Lord  Elgin,  dated  the  14th  March 
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last,  cnpits  of  which  I  transmitted  to  you  as  well  i.>  to  the  Lieutenant  Govtrnor 
of  Nl-w  Hiiinswick.  Lord  El^jin  was  then  distinctly  informed  that  the  guarantee 
promised  by  Her  >fajesty's  (jovernment,  in  ace  irdai.ce  to  the  proposals  and 
applications  of  Mr  Howe,  would  be  confined  to  loans  rt quired  by  the  three 
Provinces  for  the  projected  railway  from  Halifax  to  Quebec. 

13. — Mr.  Howf,  in  his  second  report,  lays  great  stress  on  a  memorandum 
sijrneil  by  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council  of  New  Brunswick  in  Aujjust, 
1851,  and  transmitted  to  mc,  as  shewing  that  I  acquiesced  at  that  time  in  a  much 
wider  interpretation  of  Mr.  Hawes'  letter  than  I  liave  now  allowed  it  to  admit  of, 
inasmuch  as  that  memorandum  states  that  the  Council  "  will  not  accept  any 
proposal  for  building  the  Great  Trunk  Line  which  shall  not  embrace,  in  an  equally 
favourable  and  explicit  manner,  the  European  and  North  American  Railway,  the 
liability  of  the  latter  being  solely  confined  to  the  Province." 

14. — The  inference  I  drew  from  this  memorandum  upon  receiving  it  was  that, 
notwithstanding  some  ambiguity  in  the  expressions  made  us  of,  the  concluding 
words  of  the  above  extract  implied  that  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
New  Brunswick,  by  whom  the  paper  was  signed,  correctly  understood  Mr.  Hawes' 
letter  in  the  sense  which  I  have  explained  above,  but  that  they  entertained  a  hope 
that  the  amount  of  assistance  to  be  granted  to  that  Province  might  hereafter  be 
increased.  But  to  prevent  any  misconception  on  their  part  as  to  the  intentions  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  I  took  occasion,  in  acknowledging  the  despatch  of 
Sir  E.  Head,  enclosing  that  Memorandum,  to  observe,  with  respect  to  it,  that  it 
would  be  premature  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  a  proposal  not  yet 
submitted  to  me  ;  but  I  think  it  right  to  observe  that  Her  M.ijesty's  Government 
would  not  be  prepared  to  recommend  to  Parliament  to  extend  assistance  to  the 
projected  Railways  in  British  North  America,  farther  than  was  promised  in  my 
despatch  of  the  14th  of  March  last." 

15. — I  must  again  express  my  regret  that,  on  a  point  of  so  much  importance, 
Mr.  Howe  should  have  misunderstood  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  the  tenor  of  my  despatches  on  this  subject.  The  extent  to  which  the  assist- 
ance of  Parliament  should  be  asked  for  towards  the  establishment  of  Railway 
communication  in  the  North  American  Provinces  formed  the  subject  of  careful 
deliberation  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Howe  was  in  this  country,  and  he  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  decision  eventually  arrived  at  by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
in  language  which  even  now  I  am  of  opinion  was  so  exp  licii  and  unambiguous  that 
I  cannot  regard  myself  as  responsible  for  the  error  into  which  he  has  been  betrayed, 
most  probably,  by  the  natural  eagerness  with  which  he  pursued  an  object  of  such 
deep  importance  to  the  whole  of  British  North  America.  I  have  only  to  add 
that  I  hope  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  will  not  too  hastily  abandon  as 
impracticable  the  design  of  executing  this  great  work,  with  the  limited  amount  of 
assistance  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  ready  to  recommend  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  which  I  confidently  believe  that  Parliament  would  readily  grant. 


I  have,  dr'c, 

(Signed,) 


,    1 


•  i 


GREY. 


Lieut. -Governor  Sir  John  Harvey. 
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RAILWAY  PAPERS. 


Government  House, 
Frehkricton,  Jan.  23,  1852. 

Sir, — This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  your  Excellency,  by  the  lion.  E.  B. 
Cliiindler,  a  member  of  my  Executive  Council,  who  accompanies  three  gentle- 
men. Members  of  the  Council  of  His  Excellency  the  (Jovernor-CJeneral  of  British 
North  America. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  an  understanding  exists  between  my  advisers  and 
the  gentlemen  representing  Lord  Elgin's  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
jjosed  Railway  from  Halifax  to  Quebec.  The  liberal  view  taken  by  the 
Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia,  under  your  Excellency's  guidance,  leads  me  to 
anticipate  no  serious  obstacle  on  the  part  of  your  (jovemment  to  the  arrangements 
now  contemplated. 

Propositions  made  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  behalf  of  these  Provinces 
will  acquire  much  strength  from  the  fact  that  the  three  Governments  individually 
Cooperate  in  promoting  the  same  scheme.  1  know  that  your  Excellency  and  your 
Council  would  hail  such  a  result  with  sincere  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Chandler  will  explain  to  your  Excellency  the  basis  on  which  it  is  hoped  by 
my  Council  that  a  definite  proposal  may  at  last  be  made  in  connection  with 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.     I  have  the  honour,  6^c. 

EDMUND  HEAD. 
His  Excellency  Sir  John  Harvey, 
K.C.U.,  K.C.H. 


MEMORANDUM, 

The  undersigned,  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada  and  New 
Brunswick,  having  come  to  Halifax,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  definitively, 
whether,  in  the  event  of  the  Government  of  New  Brunswick  submitting  to  the 
Legislature  of  that  Province,  a  measure  based  on  the  third  proposition  offered  for 
its  consideration  on  the  21st  June  last,  by  the  Government  of  Canada,  and  by  the 
Hon.  Joseph  Howe,  on  behalf  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  the 
construction,  on  joint  account  of  the  three  Provinces,  of  a  line  of  Railway  from 
Halifax  to  Quebec,  with  the  aid  of  the  Imperial  Government — Nova  Scotia  will 
be  prepared  to  cooperate  in  that  work,  notwithstanding  the  recent  despatches 
from  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  Grey,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  to  His  Excellency  Sir  John  Harvey,  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Nova  Scotia, — and  having  conferred  with  the  mjrr.bers  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Nova  Scotia  on  the  subject,  propose  to  submit  their  views  more 
formally  for  consideration. 

The  scheme  of  uniting  the  three  Provinces  of  Canada,  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia,  by  a  railroad,  originated  in  the  latter  Province,  which  sought  the 
assistance  of  Canada  and  New  Brunswick,  in  obtaining  a  preliminary  survey  of 
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the  line  at  the  common  expense  of  tlie  three  Provinces,  and  which  has  rcpeateilly 
pressed  upon  them  various  sciiemes  for  ellectiiig  nii  ulject  peculiarly  advantafjcuus 
to  Nova  Scotia,  and  especially  to  its  important  seaport,  Halifax.  The 
projiositions  of  Nova  Scotia  were  invariably  met  in  that  lil)eral  spirit 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersij^iuil,  should  influence  the  neyutia- 
tions  of  the  CJoverninents  of  great  Provinces.  The  mi|)ortance  of  the 
object  havini^  l>een  admitted,  it  became,  with  the  Governments  of  Canada 
and  New  Brunswick,  a  subject  of  anxious  consideration  how  the  various 
obstacles  which  from  time  to  time  presented  themselves  might  be  renioveii. 
The  first  scheme  suggested  was  that  the  work  should  Iw  imdertaken  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  the  three  Provinces  contributing  an  annual  sum  to  make 
up  any  deficiency  in  revenue.  The  jirinciple  then  adopted  was,  that  each  Pro- 
vince should  liear  an  equal  share  of  such  contributions.  The  Imperial  Govern- 
ment having  declined  to  undertake  the  work,  the  scheme  was  abandoned  as 
impracticable,  and  the  Provinces  directed  their  attention  separately  to  those  lines 
which  appeared  to  them  as  of  the  highest  importance  in  a  commercial  ])oiiit  of 
view.  While  Canada  and  New  Brunswick  were  engaged  in  following  out  their 
plans  of  improvement,  Nova  Scotia  appointed  the  Hon.  Mr.  Howe  to  proceed 
to  England,  to  obtain  the  means  of  constructing  the  Nova  Scotia  section  of  the 
trunk  line,  which  it  was  proposed  to  connect  with  the  European  and  North 
American  line  in  New  Brunswick.  While  in  England,  Mr.  Howe  urged  strongly 
on  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  aid  Nova  Scotia  exclusively,  in  her  projected 
Railroad.  This  separate  and  exclusive  aid  having  lieen  refused,  the  scheme  of 
uniting  the  three  Provinces  by  a  line  of  railway  was  revived,  and  Mr.  Howe 
returned  from  his  mission,  having  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  proposition  from  the 
Imperial  Government,  which  he  lost  no  time  in  pressing  most  earnestly  on  the 
sister  Provinces. 

Earl  Grey  having  suggested  that  the  Lower  Provinces  should  send  deputies  to 
the  Governor-General,  the  Honbles.  Messrs.  Howe  and  Chandler  proceeded  in 
June  last  to  Toronto,  and  held  conference  on  the  subject  with  the  Governor- 
General,  and  the  Members  of  his  Council,  which  resulted  in  a  Memorandum, 
dated  the  21st  June  last,  in  which  the  parties  express  an  anxious  desire  to 
surmount  any  obstacles  which  might  present  themselves  to  the  success  of  the 
enterprise.  After  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject,  the  proposition  which  seemed 
most  likely  to  obtain  the  assent  of  New  Brunswick  was  as  follows  : — "  That  tiie 
Line  between  Halifax  and  Quebec  should  be  undertaken  on  the  joint  account  of 
the  three  Provinces,  and  that  the  Crown  Lands  lying  on  each  side  of  the  line 
should  be  conceded  by  each  Province  for  the  benefit  of  the  Road,  and  that,  until 
payment  of  the  cost  of  construction,  and  interest,  the  receipts  should  be  common 
property ;  after  which  each  Province  to  own  that  portion  of  the  Road  which 
passes  over  its  own  territory."  This  proposition  having  been  favourably  entertained 
by  the  Government  of  New  Brunswick,  the  Government  of  Canada  submitted  a 
measure  to  the  Legislature  of  that  Province  to  give  it  effect,  which  they  succeeded 
in  carrying. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  scheme  should  be  submitted  to  Nova  Scotia  as  soon  as 
practicable,  and  accordingly  an  extra   Session  of  that  Province  was  held  with  the 
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view  of  ohtaining  its  concurrence,  and  the  result  was  the  pnssnge  of  an  Act  l)a»ed 
on  the  Toronto  inopositioii.  Although  no  refcreni-e  was  madi'  in  that  jiroposition 
to  the  Kuiojican  and  North  Anifiican  lint-,  ycl  it  w;is  clfariy  unilci>toi)(l  th;it  the 
assent  of  NfW  Hrunswick  could  only  be  ohtaincdto  thu  main  liui-  by  llie  assurance 
of  liiii)tTial  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  luiro|ifan  line.  That  aiil,  it  ai)peai»froin 
liar!  tlrey's  despatches,  will  not  be  granted,  and  it  therefore  follows  that  the 
northern  line  must  be  considered  as  entirely  abandoned  for  the  |ire«fiil.  'I'lie  only 
line,  therefore,  which  is  now  opfii  fm  consideration  is  one  which,  fullowiiu;  Major 
Robinson's  line  from  I'oint  Levi  to  Riviere  du  I,oup,or  Trois  Pistoles,  wouhi  crosi 
to  Lake  Temiscouata,  and  from  thence  traverse  in  its  m:iiii  coms,.  a  cuuntry 
watered  by  tributaries  of  the  River  St.  John,  to  the  city  of  St.  John,  from  which 
city  it  would  take  the  European  line  to  the  Hend  of  the  I'etitcodiac,  from  whence 
it  would  follow  any  line  througt.  Nova  Scotia  that  may  be  found  most  eligible  by 
that  Province. 

That  such  a  line  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Imperial  (Jovernment.  if 
supported  by  the  Governments  of  the  three  Provinces,  the  undersigneil  confidently 
anticijiate,  the  moie  so,  as  it  is  now  evident  that,  in  case  of  its  rejection,  the  whole 
scheme  must  be  abandoned,  a  result  which,  however  much  it^^oul(l  be  to  be 
deplored,  ought,  if  inevitable,  to  l)e  ascertained  as  soon  as  possible.  The  line 
above  suggested  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  Toronto  proposition,  nor  with  that  of 
the  Imperial  (.iovernmcnt,  in  both  of  which  propositions  the  location  of  the  line 
was  left  for  future  consideration.  The  undersigned,  however,  have  learned  with 
ref'et,  since  their  arrival  in  Halifax,  from  their  conversations  with  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  Nova  Scotia,  that  a  new  difficulty  is  likely  U)  arise. 
It  is  said  that  the  understanding  in  Nova  Scotia  was  that  the  Nortl<trn  or  Major 
Robinson's  line  was  to  be  adopted,  and  that  in  case  Canada  and  New  llrunswick 
are  favourable  to  the  Southern  route,  Nova  Scotia  will  not  be  prepared  to  carry 
out  the  Toronto  proposition. 

The  undersigned  cannot  admit  that  Nova  Scotia  had  any  just  grounds  for  assum- 
ing that  the  Northern  line  would  be  the  one  adopted,  and,  as  the  New  lirunswick 
Legislature  has  granted  liberal  aid  to  the  European  line,  which  under  the  scheme 
now  proposed  will  only  extend  fiom  the  city  of  St.  John  to  the  frontier,  it  appears 
to  the  undersigned  that  Nova  Scotia  will  obtain  her  two  great  objects,  connec- 
tion with  the  Atl.antic  Cities  of  the  United  Slates  as  well  as  with  Canada  .ind  the 
Western  States,  by  the  St.  Lawrence  route.  In  a  commercial  i)oiiu  of  view,  the 
question  as  to  the  eligibility  of  the  two  routes  does  not  admit  of  an  argument.  The 
Southern  line,  there  is  sufficient  ground  for  believing, would  be  a  rtnuincialive  one. 
The  great  lumbering  regions  in  New  Brunswick  and  Maine  lake  large  supidies  of 
breadstutfs  and  provisions  which  are  now  subject  to  enormous  charges  for  ti.msport. 
It  is  the  interest  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  of  the  other  Provinces,  that  this  great 
line  should  not  cause  a  heavy  charge  on  her  revenue,  and  thus  crip])le  her  means  of 
extending  branches  to  connect  with  the  great  trunk. 

The  southern  route  is  defensible  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  and  money  being 
obtained,  at  a  litlle  over  three  per  cent.,  will  probably  pay.  The  other  line  would 
for  some  years  at  least,  pay  little  if  anything  more  than  working  expenses.  The 
undersigned,  having  stated  the  grounds  on  which  they  believe  that  the  only  scheme 
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now  prartirablc  for  connectinp  the  Rritish  provinces  by  aline  of  railway  ii  the  on- 
su(;(;i'sti'(l  aliiivc,  hnvo  "•  '  •  to  ur^jc  upon  tlie  Governniont  of  Nova  Scotia,  wiiich 
has  hitlierto  taken  tlie  lead  in  pressing;  for  the  construction  of  this  work,  not  to 
refuse  lo  co  operate  with  the  sister  provinces,  in  a  proposition  to  the  Imperial  Clove 
ernment,  which  must  lie  a  final  one. 

F    IIINCKS, 
E.  r.  TACIII^:, 
JOHN  YOUNG, 
ED.  B.  CHANDLER. 
Halifax,  January  28,  1852. 


ME.MORANin'M. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Nova  Scotia,  having 
maturely  considered  the  altered  circumstances  in  which  the  Colonial  (jovernments 
are  placed,  by  the  construction  put  on  Mr.  Ilawes'  letter  of  the  l6th  March,  by 
Earl  Grey's  despatches  of  the  27th  Novembei  and  9th  January — 

And,  having  considered  the  written  propositions  submitted  by  the  Hon.  Messrs. 
ILncks,  'I'ache,  Young  and  Chandler,  Delegates  from  the  sister  Provinces  of 
Can.ida  and  New  Brunswick,  and  the  verbal  explanations  of  those  gentlemen,  are 
not  prepared  to  advise  His  Excellency  the  Eieut.  Governor  to  recommend  to  Par- 
liament to  grant  the  money  required  on  the  terms  proposed,  for  the  following 
reasons : — 

The  agreement  entered  into  between  the  three  provinces  represented  at  Toronto, 
was  based  upon  the  construction  then  given  to  Mr.  Hawes'  letter  of  the  loth 
March. 

By  that  agreement,  Nova  Scotia,  in  consideration  of  her  making  one-third  of 
the  line  to  the  Si  Lawrence,  secured  not  only  the  advantage  of  Roads  to  the 
chief  centres  of  commerce  in  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  the  United  States, 
but  if  the  northern  or  any  direct  route  had  been  selected,  she  would  have  jiartici- 
pated  in  the  carrying  trade  of  Western  Canada,  of  the  .Seaports  on  the  Gulf,  and 
have  established  very  intimate  relations  with  the  population  which  might  have 
been  thrown  into  Central  New  Brunswick. 

ITie  Delegates  from  the  Sister  Provinces  now  propose  that,  having  no  positive 
assurance  of  the  completion  of  the  European  line,  abandoning  all  hope  of  con- 
nections with  the  Gulf  Seaports  or  the  settlement  of  Central  New  Brunswick, 
and  adopting  a  line  up  the  River  St.  John,  Nova  Scotia  still  should  make  one- 
third  of  it.  This  is  scarcely  reasonable.  The  equivalents  being  varied  or  with- 
drawn, this  Province  should  be  relieved  from  a  burthen  which  she  assumed  under 
▼ery  different  circumstances. 

Besides,  if  the  St.  Lawrence  and  European  lines  are  combined.  New  Brunswick 
will  have  100  miles  less  road  to  make,  while  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  thrown 
into  common  stock  will  be  largely  diminished .     The  undersigned  are  confident 
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that  the  proposition  now  made  by  the  Honorable  Delegates  would  not  meet  the 
api)roval  of  the  I'rovincial  Parliament,  even  if  submitted  with  the  whole  influence 
of  the  Executive  Government. 

J.  B.  UNIACKE. 
MICHAEL  TOHIN, 
JAMES  McNAB, 
JOSEPH  MO\VE, 
HUGH  BELL, 
SAMUEL  CREELMAN. 


MEMORANDUM. 

The   undersigned  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  of   Canrkla  have  learned 
with  deep  regret  that   the  Government  uf  Nova  Scotia  is  of  opinion  that,  in  the 
event  of  the   Halifax  and  Quebec  Railway  being  located  on  a  line  traversing  the 
country,  watered  by  the  tributaries  of  the  River  St.  John,  to  the  City  of  St.  John, 
and  thence  following  the  line  of  the  European  and  North  American  Railway  to  the 
frontier  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Legislature  of  that  Province   would  not  be  likely  to 
take  so  large   an  interest   in  the  work  as  was  contemplated  by  the  proposition 
agreetl  to   at  Toronto  by  the  Government  of  Canaila  and  Mr.  Howe,  and   sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  the  Government  of  New   Brunswick.     It  is  need- 
less to  discuss  further  the  subject  of  the  location  of  the    line,  and  the  undersi;;ned 
feel  that  no  further  assistance  can  be  expected  from  Canada  than  what  has  l)een, 
on  all  occasions  frankly  offered.     It  is  well  known  that  the  line  between  (Quebec 
and  Halifax  is  not  a  favorite  one  with  the  people  of  Canada.     It  is  true  that  the 
opposition  to  the  scheme  has  arisen,  in  a  great  degree,  from  want  of  information, 
among  the  inhabitants  residing  west  of  the   District  of  Quebec,  of  that  highly 
valuable  tract  of  country  on  the  south  bank  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  from 
Quebec  to  the  Eastern   frontier  of  Canada,  and  two  of  the  undersigned  have,  for 
the  first  time,  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  it  on  their  Late  journey.     They  are 
now  enabled  to  confirm   all  that  has  been  said   by  Major   Robinson  and  others, 
with  regard  to  the  importance  of  railway  communication  through  a  country,  which 
has  been  well  described  as  a  "  continued  village."     Though  their  journey  was  per- 
fortned  at  a  most  unfavourable  period  of  the  year,  the  general  appearance  of  the  farm 
houses,  with  the  excellent  barns,  and  other  out-buildings,  was  such  as  to  satisfy 
them  that  a  people,  evidently  in  such  a  prosperous  condition,   must  have   the 
advantage  of  a  fertile  soil,  and  be  of  industrious  habits,  and  that  there  is  reasonable 
ground  lor  expecting  that  a  line  of  railway,  which,  owing  to  the  favourable  charac- 
ter of  the  gradients,    might  be  constructed  very  cheaply,  would  prove   remunera- 
tive.    It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark  in  this  place  that,  in  crossing  the  portage  road 
from  Riviere  du  Loup  to   Lake  Temiscouata,  the  undersigned  met   no  less  than 
forty-two  sleighs  in  one  day,  returning  from  New  Brunswick,  having  loads  of  pork 
and  flour,  destined  for  the  supply  of  the  lumbering  regions  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Maine.     The  flour  had  been  manufactured  in  Upper  Canada,  aud  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation from  Riviere  du  Loup  to  Little  Falls,  in  New  Brunswi(»k,  a  distance  of 
about  seventy  miles,  was  6s.  3d.  currency  per  barrel. 

They  ascertained  further  that  Upper  Canada  flour  was  carried  as  far  south  as  the 
Graad  Falls,  a.  distance  of  tiilrty-six  miles  further,  at  a  cost  of  2s.  6d.  per  barrel 
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additional.  Tlie  points  south  of  the  C;ran<l  Kalis  are  supplied  from  the  City  of  St. 
John,  and  iirincipally  with  Ujiper  Canada  flour,  wiiich  has  reached  the  seaports  of 
New  York  or  lioston.  by  the  route  of  the  American  Canals  and  Railroads.  To 
divert  so  important- a  trade  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  must  be  of  inipoitance  to  all  the 
Provinces,  and  that  the  railroad  between  the  .St.  Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic  will  be 
the  most  advantageous  to  all  the  Provinces,  the  undersiijned  entertain  no  doubt. 

Having  jiointed   out   the  commercial   advantages  oT  those  sections  of  the  line 
which  are  least  appreciated,  they  deem  it  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  acknowlcdncd 
merits  of  the  section   within    Nova  Scotia,  or  of  that   between  St.  John  and  the 
Nova  Scotian   frontier.     It  is  likewise  unnecessary   for  the  undersigned  to  dwell 
further  on    the   importance    to  the    three    Provinces    of  securing  a    line  between 
Portland  and    Ilalifa.x,    which  has  been  a  favourite  one  in  Canada,  as  well  as  in 
Nova  Scotia   and  New   Hrunswick,  as  it   will   open   a  direct   communication   by 
railway    between  Montreal  and  Ilalifa.x  by  the  St.   Lawrence  and   Atlantic  route, 
as  well  as  by  the  Quebec  route.     The  undersigned   are  unwilling   to  believe  that 
the  Government  and  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia   will  assume  the  serious  responsi- 
bility of  rejecting  the  proposal   of  the  Imperial  Government  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  work  of  such  importance  to  Hritish  America  as  the  Ilalifa.x  and  (Quebec 
Railway,  and  they  therefore  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  make  a  final  appeal  to 
the  Governments  both  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Hrunswick.     It   cannot,  in  their 
opinion,  be  denied,  that  in  the  adoption  of  the  Southern  route  New  Bnniswick  will 
obtain  many  advantages,  and  that  she  is  therefore  in  a  position  to  grant  increased 
aid  to  the  construction  of  the  Main  Trunk  Line  of  Railroad  in  the  Provinces. — The 
undersigned  would  olTer  as  a  linal   proposition  that  the  line  shouM  be  constructed 
on  joint  account  of  the  three   Provinces,  as  suggested  at  Toronto,  but  that  Nova 
Scotia  should  only  be  called  upon  to  take  an  interest  oi  ouc-Jourlh  in  the  common 
slock,  while  New  Hrunswick  slu)uld  be  required  to  takeyfrr/rr  If t  lis,  and  Canada, 
as  originally  proposed,  one-third.     It  is  of  course  understood  by  the  under?igned, 
that  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  Mr.  Ilawes'  letter  to  Mr.  Howe,  imperial  aid 
will  at  least  be  granted  to  the  line  to  Montreal,  the  responsibility  for  the  construc- 
tion of   the  section  between  (Quebec  and  Montreal  falling  exclusively  ujion  <,'ana- 
da.     That  Province,  in  order  to  complete  its  trunk   line,  will  have  to  construct, 
either  by  public  or  private  enterprise,  the  line  from  Montreal  to  tiie  Uelroit  River, 
a  tlisiance  of  600  miles.     As  this  line  is  one  of  importance  to  all  the  Provinces,  as 
well  as  to  the  Empire,  the  undersigned  hope  that  the  proposition  of  the  Imperial 
Government  will  be  construed  in  the  most  liberal  manner,  but,  at  all  events,  they 
can  entertain  no  doubt  as  to  the  extension  of  aid  tb  the  line  between  (Quebec  and 
Montreal,  as  the  |)assagc  in  Mr.  Hawes'  letter  referring  to  •  Quebec  or  Montreal  ' 
is  cited  by  Earl  Grey  in  his  desjiatch  of  the  9th  inst.int.     The  undersigned  in  mak- 
ing to  Nova  Scotia  antl  New  Brunswick  a  linal   proposition,  have  the  satisfactu  n 
of  believing  that    in  the  event  of  its  rejection,  Canada  will  be   relieved   from  all 
responsibility  for  li     failure  of  the  gr.ind  scheme  of  uniting  the  Hritish  Provinces  of 
North  America  by  a  Railway. 

F.    IIINCKS. 
E.  P.  TACIlt. 
JOHN  YOUNG. 


214 


BEMINISCENCES    IN    THE   LIFE   OF 


I  1 


I 


(COPY.) 


ADDITIONAL  RAILWAY  PAPERS. 

Waverly  House, 
Halifax,  January  29,  1852. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  Memorandum,  signed  by  myself 
and  two  of  my  colleagues,  now  in  Halifax,  suggesting  a  new  scheme  for  the  cons- 
truction of  the  Halifax  and  Quebec  Railway.  I  entertain  sanguine  hopes  that 
Isova  Scotia  will  assent  to  this  proposition,  and  I  earnestly  entreat  of  you  to 
consider  it  favourably,  and  to  obtain  the  immediate  concurrence  of  the  Government 
of  New  Brunswick,  and  an  assurance  that  that  Government  will  submit  it  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  with  the  weight  of  its  influence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
(Signed),  F.  HINCKS. 

Hon.  E.  B.  CHANDLER. 


Halifax,  January  29,  1852. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day 
containing  a  copy  of  a  Memorandum,  signed  by  the  Members  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Canada,  now  in  Halifax,  suggesting  a  new  scheme  for  the  construction 
of  the  Halifax  and  Quebec  Railway,  and  pressing  for  the  immediate  concurrence 
of  the  Government  of  New  Brunswick.  Before  entering  into  the  consideration  of 
any  new  proposition,  I  am  desirous  of  calling  the  attention  of  yourself  and 
colleagues  to  a  new  scheme,  the  outlines  of  which  I  have  learned  since  my  arrival 
in  Halifax. 

I  have  been  informed  that,  by  the  next  mail,  a  proposition  is  expected  from 
eminent  capitalists  in  England  (who  have  been  largely  engaged  in  Railway 
contracts,)  the  basis  of  which  will,  in  substance,  be — that  the  Quebec  and  Halifax, 
and  European  and  North  American  lines,  will  be  constructed  by  a  private  com- 
pany, under  an  Imperial  Charter,  the  Provinces  being  required  to  make  an  annual 
grant  in  favour  of  the  Company  of  from  ^^90,000  to  ;,^loo,ooo,  to  be  divided 
amongst  them,  and  to  be  continued  for  20  years ;  and  the  further  contribution  of 
from  3  to  5,000,000  of  acres  of  land.  Such  is  an  outline  of  the  proposition 
which,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  will  be  made  by  next  mail, — and  I  have  to 
requtest  that  you  will  favour  me  with  the  opinion  of  the  Delegates  from  Canada, 
as  to  its  practicability. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

(Signed),  E.  B.  CHANDLER. 

Hon.  Francis  Hincks. 


Waverly  House, 

Halifax,  29th  January,  1852. 

Sir, — I  lose  no  time  in  replying  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  ascertain  the  opinions  of  myself  and  colleagues,  as  to  the  practicability  of 
constructing  the  European  and  North  American  Railway,  as  well  as  the  Quebec 


SIR    I'lt.VXClS    lIlNCIvS,    K.C.M.G.,   C.B, 


215 


and  Halifax,  through  the  instiunH-ntality  of  a  private  Company,  which  would 
reciuire  as  a  condition  an  annual  ^rant  for  2o  years,  of  from  _;/'(vo,ooo  to  ^'roo,ooo, 
besides  a  lar^e  tract  of  the  public  domain.  I'rior  to  the  rcceijjt  of  your  letter,  I 
had  been  made  aware  of  the  proposition  to  which  you  refer,  and  had  discussed  it, 
not  only  with  the  Honhles.  Messrs.  'I'aclK^  and  Young,  but  likewise  with  Mr. 
Howe,  an<l  olhcr  gentlemen  of  Nova  Scutia.  I  am  therefore  enabled  to  f,'ive  you 
a  prompt  answer  to  your  enquiry,  and  to  assure  you  that  it  would  not  be  enter- 
tained for  n  njoment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  HINCKS. 
The  Honble.  E.  B.  Chandler. 


MEMORANDUM. 

The  undersigned,  member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  New  Brunswick,  has 
given  his  anxi(jus  consideration  to  the  Memorandum,  signed  by  Messrs.  II  incks, 
Tachc  nnd  Young,  members  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada,  sugge-.ting  a 
new  scheme  for  the  construction  of  the  Halifax  and  Quebec  Railway. 

The  un<iersigtied  participates  fully  in  the  regre'.  expresse<i  by  the  delegates  from 
Canada,  at  the  decision  of  the  members  of  the  Xova  Scotian  Council,  by  their 
memorandum  of  the  28th  instant.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  line  of  Railway,  on 
which  |>ublic  opinion  in  New  Hrunswick  was  concentrated,  was  the  Europerm  and 
North  .\nierican, — a  line  which  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  would  prove 
remunerative;  and  which,  instead  of  embarrassing  the  finances  of  the  Province, 
would  liave  facilitated  the  extension  of  a  Railroad  system,  which,  at  no  distant 
time,  would  have  included  the  seaports  on  the  Gulf,  as  well  as  the  territory 
designateil  as  central  New  Brunswick. 

The  Government  and  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick  have,  moreover,  been 
persuaded  that,  by  assuming  a  large  responsibility  for  a  line  that  would  n')t,  for 
many  years,  be  a  paying  one,  they  would  not  only  seriously  embarrass  their 
finances,  but  would  deprive  the  bulk  of  the  population  of  the  advantage  of  a  line 
of  Radway  that  woulil  subject  them  to  no  loss. 

When  the  undersigned  was  dejiuted  by  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  New  Brunswick  to  visit  Toronto,  in  June  last,  at  a  conference  invited  by  the 
Governor  General,  he  was  fettered  by  resolutions  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature 
of  New  Brunswick,  rejecting  any  proposition  based  on  the  conditions  contained  in 
Mr.  Hawes'  letter  of  the  loth  of  March  last.  At  that  conference,  Mr.  Howe, 
the  delegate  from  Nova  Scotia,  earnestly  pressed  the  importance  of  the  great  trunk 
line  between  Halifax  and  Quebec,  as  a  means  of  connecting  the  British  Pro'  iiices 
in  close  communion  and  friendly  relations.  Mr.  Howe  was  aw.are  that  the  scheme 
advocated  by  him  was  not  favourably  received  in  New  Brunswick,  and,  bu!  f'r  the 
inducement  of  obtaining  the  aid  of  the  imperial  guarantee  for  the  European  and 
North  American  line,  the  co-operation  of  New  Brunswick  could  not  have  been 
secured.  I'-ven  with  this  advantage,  it  was  with  great  hesitation  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Brunswick  undertook  the  serious  resjjonsibility  of  assuming  that 
portion  of  the  risk  which  was  proposed  at  Toronto. 
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It  would,  at  that  time,  have  l)een  held  as  a  wholly  inadmissible  proposition 
that  New  Brunswick  should  lie  called  upon  to  make  the  section  of  the  line  within 
he  1-  own  territory.  It  is  evident  that  sucli  an  arrangement  was  never  contemplated 
by  the  Imperial  Government.  Mr.  Hawes,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Howe,  says  :  "  If 
it  should  appear  that  by  leaving  it  to  each  province  to  make  that  part  of  the  line 
passing  through  its  own  territory,  the  proportion  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  work 
which  would  fall  upon  any  one  province  would  exceed  the  proportion  of  the 
advantage  to  be  gained  by  it,  then  the  question  is  to  remain  open  for  future 
consideration,  whether  some  contribution  should  not  be  made  by  the  other  pro- 
vinces towards  that  portion  of  the  line."  There  can,  in  the  opinion  of  the  under- 
signed, be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one  that  the  paragraph  above  cited  was 
an  intimation  to  Nova  Scotia — the  province  deriving  the  greatest  advantage  from 
the  line,  and,  at  ;  .e  same  time,  having  the  smallest  portion  within  her  territory — 
that  she  would  be  expected  to  contribute  more  than  the  cost  of  her  own  line. 

The  proposition  to  take  an  interest  of  one-third  in  the  line  emanated  from 
Nova  Scotia  in  conjunction  with  Canada.  It  was  pressed  on  New  Brunswick, 
and  was,  after  much  consideration  by  her  Government,  reluctantly  consented  to, 
they  being  unwilling  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  refusing  to  co-operate  with 
tlie  sister  provinces  in  a  great  national  undertaking,  and  of  rejecting  the  liberal 
offer  of  ilie  guarantee  of  the  Imperial  Government. 

The  Government  of  New  Brunswick  has  faithfully  adhered  to  its  oblig.ntions, 
and,  with  this  view,  had  prepared  a  measure  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legislature 
which  was,  for  this  purpose,  convened  at  an  early  and  inconvenient  period. 
Ditiiculties,  arising  from  misunderstandings,  for  which  New  Brunswick  is  noi 
responsible,  have  precluded  the  possibility  of  New  Brunswick  adhering  rigidly  ♦ 
the  Toronto  proposition,  and  accordingly  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  when 
invited  by  the  delegates  from  Canada  to  consider  a  new  jjroposition,  did  not  feel 
justilied  in  declining  to  do  so;  the  change  of  route  being  inevitable,  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Brunswick  anticipated  no  difficulty  on  the  part  of  Nova  Scotin,  in 
carrying  out  the  spirit  of  her  own  proposition,  made  at  Toronto.  It,  liowever, 
appears  from  the  Memorantlum  of  the  Executive  Councillors  of  Nova  Scotia,  that 
the  construction  of  a  great  Trunk  line  of  Railway  to  the  chief  centres  of  commerce 
lU  Canada  and  New  Brunswick,  and  the  union  of  the  great  Provinces  of  Uritish 
America,  in  close  commercial  and  friendly  relations,  are  not  sufficient  induceinents 
for  Nova  Scotia  to  co-operate  with  her  sister  Colonies,  and  that  she  accordingly 
declines  tu  take  an  interest  of  one-third  in  the  projected  work. 

Without,  however,  dwelling  further  on  the  subject,  the  undersigned  has  now  to 
reply  to  the  final  proposition  made  by  the  Canadian  Delegates,  in  their  iMciiio- 
randum  of  the  2yth  instant.  That  proposition  calls  on  New  Brunsw  ick  to  take 
an  interest  of  five-twelfths,  or  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  line  from  Halifax  to 
Quebec,  whilst  Nova  Scotia  is  only  required  to  take  one-quarter.  These  propor- 
tions, the  undersigned  feels  bound  to  urge,  press  heavily  on  New  Brunswick,  but 
feeling  that  the  responsibility  is  cast  upon  New  Brunswick  of  accepting  or  refusing, 
what  must  be  considered  as  a  final  proposition,  for  the  construction  of  a  great 
national  and  inter-colonial  work,  and  that  the  sug';estions  made  by  the  Canadian 
Delegates  may  be  considered  in  the  light  of  arbitrators  between  Nova  Scotia  and 
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New  Brunswick,  he  is  prepared  to  state  that,  having  cuninumicated  witli  the 
Government  he  represents, — they  will  be  ready  to  submit  to  her  l.egisLature  now  in 
session,  a  measure  in  accordance  with  the  proposition  of  the  Canachan  I)eh;^ates. 

(Sitjned),  E.  B.  CHANDLER. 

IlaHfc'.x,  31st  January,  1852. 


Waverky  ITovsf,, 
Halifax,  Jan.  31,  1852. 
Sir, — We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  a  Memorandum  from  the  Hon. 
E.  H.  Chandler,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  New  Brunswick,  and  of 
accompanying  correspondence,  from  which  you  will  leain  that  the  (iovernnn.iit  of 
that  Province  is  prepared  to  submit  to  the  Legislature  a  measure  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Quebec  and  Halifax  Railway,  based  on  the  proposition  which  we 
offered  for  the  consideration  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  on  the  29th 
instant.  We  sincerely  hope  that  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  will  assunie  the 
responsibility  of  submitting  a  similar  measure  to  the  Lek'islature  now  in  session. 
Sliould  the  present  attempt  at  negotiation  prove  a  failure,  not  only  will  the  three 
provinces  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  the  Imperial  guarantee,  and  conse- 
quently, of  intercolonial  communication,  but  there  is  serious  ground  for  a])pre- 
hension  that  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  co-operate  with  the  Sister 
Provinces  in  this  great  undertaking,  will  have  a  baneful  influence  on  all  our 
relations.  The  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  this  great  enterprise  must  now 
rest  upon  Nova  Scotia,  which  has  hitherto  taken  the  lead  in  advocating  the 
measure.  We  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  communicate  to  us  the  final  decision 
of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  proposition  recently  submitted  by  us, 
before  our  departure  for  Canada,  and  we  think  it  only  candid  to  mform  you  that, 
in  our  opinion,  the  rejection  of  this  proposition  by  Nova  Scotia  will  materially 
injure  the  British  American  Colonies  in  the  estimation  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  .Sir, 
Your  obedt.  servants, 

F.  HINCKS. 

E.  P.  TACHK. 

JOHN  YOUNG. 
Hon.  Joseph  Howe. 


GREAT  RAILROAD  MEETING. 

Our  intention,  as  intimated  in  our  last,  was  to  have  placed  before  our  readers 
some  extracts  only  from  the  speeches  delivered  at  the  Great  Railroad  Meeting  held 
at  Halifax  on  the  4th  ultimo.  Looking,  however,  narrowly  into  them,  we  find 
them  possessed  of  such  general  interest  that  we  have  concluded  to  give  them  entire. 

Tlie  following  is  from  the  A'cn'a  Sctian  of  February  9  :— 

Agreeable  to  requisition  and  public  notice  issued  by  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  in 
yesterday's  papers,  a  public  meeting  took  place  yesterday  at  Temperance  Hall,  for 
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the  purjinse  of  having  the  Delegates  from  the  other  Colonies  introduced  to  tlie  citi- 
zens iif  Halifax;  the  Delegates  having  been  invited  by  his  Worsliiii  the  Mayor  to 
attend. 

J^.  \\  ier,  Esq.,  moved  that  his  Wurship  the  Mayor  take  the  Chair.  Passed 
unaninuiusly. 

A.  M.  Kinlny,  Esq.,  in  taking  the  Chair,  said  that  he  was  sorry  that  so  little 
time  was  given  for  calling  the  meeting  ;  which  was  no  doubt  tlie  cause  that  it  was 
not  so  l.i  tjely  attended  as  it  might  have  been.  The  subject,  however,  w-.ij  one  of 
such  iiitiiest  and  importance  that  an  audience  would  readily  be  gathered,  and  he 
was  liap|)y  to  see  so  larj;e  a  number  of  his  fellow-citizens  present  to  hear  what 
infoniiaiion  might  be  given  on  a  subject  so  interesting  to  all  JJritish  .\mtrica. 

Jnnies  Thcnipson,  Esq.,  chosen  Secretary  uf  the  meeting. 

¥i.  \\'l.r,  Er-q.,  jnit  it  to  the  meeting,  whether  it  was  their  wi^h  to  hear  the  Can- 
adian Delegates.  A  volley  of  voices  in  the  affnniative  was  the  answer,  and  the 
Delegates  were  received  by  the  audience  standing,  and  with  hearty  cheers. 

Hon.  Francis  Ilincks  was  introduced  to  the  audience,  and  said  that  before  ]>ro- 
ceeding  tn  any  other  remarks,  he  would  express  his  grateful  and  heartfeit  thanks 
for  tin  kindness  and  hospitality  manifested  towards  the  Delegates  by  the  citizens  of 
Halifax,  and  especially  for  the  enthusiasm  wlii(-h  had  greeted  them  at  the  present 
meeting.  The  great  object  which  the  j)eople  of  British  America  had  hoped  would 
draw  llieni  more  closely  in  the  bonds  of  friendliness  and  harmony  having  failed  a 
short  time  ago,  when  we  thought  it  h:ul  just  come  to  maturity,  we  were  met  to 
discuss  in  free  conference  to  see  how  we  could  obviate  the  difficulties  ;  and  to  dis- 
cuss them  apart  from  political  feeling,  as  this  was  neutral  ground.  He  acquitted 
the  honouiable  I'rovincial  .Secretary  of  any  fault  in  this  matter  :  he  has  acted,  we 
are  sure,  in  a  manner  which  he  thought  best  for  his  country.  He  also  believed 
sincerely  that  Earl  Grey  also  had  been  actuated  throughout  with  a  sincere  wish  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Colonies.  He  had  difficulties  in  carrying  out  our  wishes,  both 
with  the  Imperial  Government  and  Parliament,  and  could  not  be  blamed  if  misun- 
derstanding arose.  He  believed  there  was  a  sort  of  feeling  in  that  City  that  the 
Deleiiales  who  had  come  for  630  miles  tlirough  the  snow,  were  trying  toy'iv^ry 
Nova  Scotia  (laughter.)  He  would  explain  to  the  audience  how  tliey  came,  pre- 
mising that  when  they  left  Canada  they  had  no  idea  of  visiting  Halifax.  This 
scheme  did  not  originate  with  Canada.  It  emanated  from  the  late  Earl  Durham, 
and  was  subsequently  taken  up  by  Nova  Scotia,  by  whom  Canada  was  invited  to 
co-operate.  The  Government  of  Canada  did  so,  as  far  as  the  survey  went  ;  but  the 
nortliern  line  was  never  popular  in  Canada,  where  it  was  taken  up  solely  as  a  great 
national  work. 

The  three  Colonies  agreed  some  years  ago  that  the  British  Government  should 
construct  the  work,  the  three  Colonies  contributing  each  ;^2o,ooo  a  year  towards 
its  support.  The  Imjicrial  Government  did  not  carry  on  the  work  under  this  pro- 
position ;  and  a  proposal  was  afterwards  made  to  raise  funds  by  a  duty  on  timber. 
Canada  and  New  lirunswick  showed  their  disinterestedness  by  agreeing  to  this 
proposal,  if  it  could  be  found  feasible  in  England,  although  it  would  have  borne 
solely  on  their  staple  export,  and  Nova  Scotia  would  have  got  her  railway  on  very 
favourable  terms.  ITien  came  the  Portland  proposition,  on  which  the  honourable 
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Provincial  Secretary  went  to  Enplane!,  and  the  Toronto  Convention  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  plan  matured.  The  audience  should  bear  in  mind  that 
New  Brunswick  wanted  to  participate  in  a  road  stretching  from  Halifax  to  Port- 
land and  Boston,  and  nothing  else. 

The  (lovernment  of  that  Province,  with  a  small  population,  were  not  prepared 
to  go  to  the  full  extent  of  providing  for  the  two  lines  in  her  territory,  but  it  was 
prepared  to  submit  a  proposal  to  the  legislature  founded  on  the  Toronto  negocia- 
tions.  He  wished  to  correct  an  idea  which  seemed  to  prevail,  both  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Nova  Scotia  and  out  of  it,  to  the  effect  that  New  Brunswick  and  Canada 
were  pledged  to  Major  Robinson's  route.  That  was  an  entire  misapprehension. 
The  question  of  route  was  left  an  open  one  altof^ether,  and  Canada  and  New  Bruns- 
wick would  have  used  all  their  influence  to  have  the  route  by  the  Valley  of  St. 
John  adopted  ;  and  Nova  Scotia  was  already  pledged  to  one-third  of  the  cost  in  case 
the  representations  of  Canada  and  New  Brunswick  were  successful — whereas  by  the 
change  in  the  state  of  affairs,  Nova  Scotia  had  only  to  pay  one-fourth.  (Cheers.) 
I  take  it  for  granted  the  same  line  world  be  adopted,  whether  the  late  despatches 
had  come  out  or  not.  Considering  the  question  in  its  commercial  aspect,  the  line 
from  Shediac  to  St.  John  would  be  as  good  a  paying  section  on  the  route  as  any, 
1  he  line  by  the  St.  John  to  Canada  passed  through  a  settled  country.  If  the  north 
line  were  adopted  to  open  up  a  new  country  for  emigrants,  as  the  Hon.  Provincial 
Secretary  proposed,  it  would  be  a  very  long  time  before  we  would  realize  any 
benefits  from  it — in  fact,  it  would  not  pay  its  working  expenses.  The  produce 
which  luml>ermen  of  the  Aroostook  consumed  now  came  down  the  .St.  Lawrence 
by  Railway  and  Steamboat,  and  was  transported  by  sleighs  from  the  River  du 
Loup  to  Temiscouata — 43  of  which  the  delegates  themselves  had  met  on  their  way 
to  New  Brunswick,  and  the  cost  of  transport  was  6s.  3d.  a  barrel. 

He  had  been  astonished  at  some  of  the  remarks  which  had  been  made  on  this 
subject.  Supposing  the  line  from  Portland  complete  and  the  great  Northern  route: 
would  it  not  be  of  importance  to  have  a  line  from  the  boundary  of  Nova  Scotia  to 
St.  Joim  ?  Would  it  be  any  disadvantage  to  Halifax  to  see  St.  John  grow  as  Ircrge 
as  New  York.  (Cheers.)  You  cannot,  gentlemen,  be  deprived  of  your  prominent 
advantages  as  being  the  harbor  nearest  to  Europe.  Several  times  since  we  have 
been  here,  have  steamers  been  obliged  to  put  in — to-day  we  have  another  example 
of  it  :  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  there  was  a  railroad  to  the  United  States,  every 
passenger  would  now  be  on  his  way  home.  It  is  a  delusion  to  sujipose  that  per- 
sons in  Canada  seeking  the  nearest  port  to  the  Atlantic  would  send  their  produce 
to  Halifax.  Portland  and  even  St.  John  would  be  nearer.  Halifax  could  not  be 
nearest  to  England  and  nearest  to  Canada  at  the  same  moment.  (Cheers  and 
laugliter.)  Halifax  would  therefore  have  to  take  her  legitimate  share  of  the  ben- 
efits of  this  great  enterprise.  Everybody  who  knew  anything  about  Railways  knew 
that  everything  depended  on  the  grades,  and  these  were  as  favourable  on  the  Ime 
now  proposed  as  on  any  line  of  Railway  in  the  world  ;  and  the  passenger  traffic  on 
this  line  would  be  very  valuable.  He  would  now  touch  upon  some  objections 
urged  against  this  measure  ;  and,  first,  as  regarded  Railways  being  undertaken  by 
the  Government. 
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All  the  Railways  in  France  were  arranged  to  become  a  property  of  the  nation. 
In  Iklgium  they  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  and  the  fare  very  low,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people.  Hut  he  thought  he  could  show  that,  setting  aside  the 
question  of  i)olicy,  it  was  impossible  to  make  these  new  roads  by  Companies  in 
the  Colonies.  All  the  capital  we  had  was  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  commerce, 
and  if  it  was  taken  out  of  these  channels  it  would  cause  great  injury  and  (le])rcs- 
sion.  We  must  get  the  capital  elsewhere  or  go  without  Railways.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Canada  had  tried  a  Company,  by  taking  half  the  stock,  to  lay  a  Railway 
from  Hamilton  to  Detroit.  The  road  was  estimated  to  cost  $5,000,000,  and  the 
Government  had  taken  2|^  millions,  leaving  half  the  stock  for  private  entcr]>rise. 
In  tiie  town  of  Hamilton  only  $300,000  could  be  raised.  The  municipal  corpo- 
rations along  the  line  had  raised  something,  but  after  all  they  had  to  give  stock  to 
the  Americans  to  the  amount  of  a  million  of  dollars,  and  the  very  first  thing  they 
did  was  to  attempt  to  m.ake  the  gauge  4  feet  8)4  inches,  the  same  as  the  American 
roads,  instead  of  5  feet  6  inches,  which  was  the  gauge  in  Canada.  Fortunately 
the  Government  had  power  under  the  Act  to  resist  this  alteration  ;  but  it  only 
shewed  how  important  it  was  to  keep  the  regulation  of  these  lines  in  Ctdonies,  in- 
stead of  allowing  them  to  be  controlled  by  foreigners.  To  make  Railroads,  there- 
fore, by  companies  in  this  country,  was  both  impossible  and  impolitic.  The  difFi- 
culty  of  obtaining  money  for  the  line  just  mentioned  wasaproof  of  it  ;  and  heknew 
from  his  experience  in  negotiating  bonds  of  all  kinds  that  it  would  be  inipossible 
to  get  money  at  less  than  6  per  cent.  Another  fact,  which  neither  Nova  Scotia 
nor  New  Brunswick  had  an  interest  in  mentioning,  was  that  New  Hrunswick  had 
already  pledged  themselves  to  facility  Bills,  which,  at  6  per  cent,  would  cost  them 
;^  1 8,000  a  year  more  than  she  would  have  to  pay  under  the  present  proposition. 
The  three  Provinces,  underthis  proposal,  would  have  to  pay  : — Nova  Scotia,  ;^28,- 
000  a  year;  Canada,  ;^37,333;  and  New  Brunswick,  j^46,ooo,  which,  with  the 
other;^  18,000  she  is  liable  for,  would  make _;^64, 600,  which  New  Brunswick  would 
have  to  pay,  in  case  the  project  goes  on. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  can  you  ask  New  Brunswick  to  assume  more  liability  than 
this  ?  She  is  willing  to  give ;^64, 000,  and  you  are  only  asked  for  ^28,000,  and  do 
you  wish  more  ?  It  would  be  unjust  and  ungenerous.  (Hear,  hear,  and  cheers.) 
And,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  mighty  sum  that  is  in  dispute  ?  We  are  told  that 
Nova  .Scotia  would  have  to  make  an  extra  35  miles,  and  if  you  do,  the  interest  on 
the  outlay  will  be  just  ;^6, 125  a  year,  only  risked — not  given. — (Cheers.)  It  was 
said  that  Canada  had  a  great  interest  in  this  work ;  but  no  man  in  the  Government 
of  that  Province  would  have  introduced  this  scheme  into  her  Legislature  by  itself, 
for  it  would  not  have  been  carried.  It  was  only  introduced  as  part  of  a  great 
scheme.  Canada  had  to  run  lines  all  the  way  to  Detroit,  involving  a  length  of 
1.400  miles  !  the  longest  railway  in  the  world.  We  did  not  want  this  North  line. 
Earl  Grey  suggested  it —  Nova  Scotia  wants  it,  and  we  are  willing  to  co-operate. 
We  want  all  the  money  we  can  get  at  3^  per  cent,  and  will  take  another  five 
millions  at  the  same  rate  and  invest  it  in  railroads.  We  managed  to  gel  a  bill 
through  in  the  late  House  to  carry  out  the  proposal  ;  and  after  the  election  we  were 
busy  with  other  matters,  until  this  unexpected  despatch  of  Earl  Grey's  put  an  end 
to  all  our  splendid  anticipations.     It  was  a  critical  moment — the  Legislature  of 


Bin  ri{.\N('is  iiiNCKs,  K.c.M.o.,  r.n. 


221 


New  Brunswick  had  met,  nnd  yours  was  about  to  assemble.  We  telcprnplied  iiii- 
nifdiatfly  fo  Halifax,  nnd  I  expectrd  a  delej^ate  would  mcft  us  in  New  llrun^wick. 
I  lir^t  iieanl  at  Woodstock  that  no  delej,'ate  was  coming,  and  we  thou^dil  oni  jour- 
ney Would  he  fiuiilcNS  We  had  a  consultation  In  New  Hrunswick,  and  iitcame 
coiiliiined  in  tiie  route  liy  the  St.  John,  which  we  always  intended  to  press  and  to 
advocate.  We  thought  we  might  as  well  go  home  by  tiie  Halifax  steamer  as 
through  the  woods,  and  we  accordingly,  since  the  lion.  Provincial  Secretary  would 
not  Come  to  us,  determined  to  come  to  him.  (Cheers).  We  have  come  to  lay  our 
proposition  before  you.  I  still  honestly  think  that  Nova  Scotia  should  do  her  third. 
I  think  that  if  an  impartial  Hoard  of  American  gentlemen  were  consulted  they 
Would  decide  that  Nova  Scotia  should  make  one-third  of  the  line;  but  we  have 
given  you  a  more  Aivourable  offer  than  that.  I  will  not  refer  to  this  niea^'iie  in  a 
jiarty  connection,  but  I  cannot  help  smiling  at  the  maimer  in  which  the  learned 
le.ider  of  the  Opposition  said  the  ILm.  Provincial  Secretary  had  drawn  the  wool 
over  my  eyes.  (Laughter.)  I  wish  the  Legislature  calmly  to  consider  our  olTer- 
I  would  think  it  unfair  to  ask  the  Hon.  Provincial  .Secretary  to  assume  any  more 
res|)on>ibility  on  this  matter  than  he  has—  having  set  his  heart  upon  it,  and 
endured  so  much  more  than  any  other  man;  but  I  wish  you,  gentlemen,  in  this 
free  conference,  to  state  your  objections  to  our  proposal.  We  ask  you  to  co- 
operate with  us  in  an  intercolonial  railway.  We  wish  to  traffic  with  you — our  lines 
are  open  with  the  Uniteil  States  ;  if  you  co-ojierate  with  us  we  shall  be  glad  ;  if 
not,  in  Ijod's  name,  say  so,  and  we  shall  reluctantly  leave  you  with  disajjpoint- 
ment.  We  do  not  wish  to  press  you.  An  honourable  gentleman  who  oi)posed 
this  .scheme  in  the  Legislature  has  laid  much  stre.ss  on  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
Earl  drey's  despatch,  wherein  he  says  that  the  Imperial  Government  can  do  no- 
thing until  the  whole  three  provinces  agree  to  some  matured  measure.  AfTirin  this 
projiovition,  therefore,  and  what  position  do  you  stand  in  ?  These  three  United 
Colonies  speak  to  the  Colonial  Minister,  and  on  him,  and  him  alone,  rests  the  res- 
ponsibility of  a  refusal.  If  you  wish  to  relieve  Earl  Grey  of  all  responsit)ility  in 
the  matter  you  will  come  to  no  agreement.  His  course  then  will  be  i)lain —  an 
inevitable  refusal.  And  you  will  cast  these  splendid  anticipations  to  the  winds — 
will  you  defeat  the  grand  object  these  three  colonies  have  set  their  ho]ies  on  for 
years — all  for  the  paltry  sum  of  six  thousand  a  year  ?  (Hear,  hear,  and  cheers.) 
Gentlemen,  I  should  lie  sorry  to  think  so.  Wh.M  a  picture  we  shall  present  to  the 
United  States  who  have  had  their  eyes  upon  our  movements  in  the  construction  of 
this  work.  W'hy,  we  shall  be  looked  upon  as  a  parcel  of  children.  (Cheers  )  As 
a  llRiTlsil  North  A.mkrican,  Sir,  I  should  be  ashamed  of  myself,  if  we  allow 
this  project  to  fail.  (Cheers.)  If  we  do  not  now  here  unite  on  some  feasible  pl.an 
our  liojies  must  be  abandoned  forever  !  (Cheers.)  And  I  ask  you  if,  when  gentle- 
men come  from  Sister  Colonies,  staking  their  political  reputation,  if  not  their  poli- 
tical existence  on  the  success  of  their  mission,  nnd  are  willing  to  co-operate  on  any 
reasonable  measure  that  may  be  suggested,  I  ask  if  it  is  fair,  if  it  is  treating  them 
well,  to  give  a  blank  refusal  ?  If  so,  no  other  minister  will  ever  undertake  the  same 
task  again — at  all  events  I  will  not  be  the  man  to  undertake  it.  Suppose  you 
reject  the  terms  now  offered,  what  will  you  do  ?  You  may  get  your  Railroad  by 
private  means,  but  it  is  very  doubtful.     I  will  tell  you  how  we  do  in  Canada.  We 
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have  (lasscd  hills  for  tlie  incoriioration  of  )irivnte  coni)>anies  to  construct  all  the 
liianciies  of  our  loii^  liiit-  of  Railway  in  Lanaila,  and  added  a.  clause  wlienby  they 
will  not  come  into  ojieration  except  by  the  Cjoveinor  Cienernl's  piocianiation.  If 
the  ijfopositions  we  are  now  making;  are  not  accepted,  we  may  thus  exert  our.-.e Ives 
by  ])rivate  means  to  make  our  Kailways.  We  have  also  another  plan — the  I'rov- 
ince  to  take  half  the  stock,  the  municipal  corporations  the  other.  We  are  deter- 
mined to  have  Railroads  one  way  or  the  other,  and  I  dare  say  you  can  j^ct  them 
by  the  same  means.  You  can  lep;islale  in  such  a  way  as  to  provide  a^ain>t  the 
jMSsibility  of  failure.  One  word,  sir,  on  a  ]ioint  a]iait  from  the  Railroad  1  will 
touch  upon.  Ought  we  not,  being  adjacent  colonies,  to  cultivate  a  k.ndly  and 
friendly  spirit  towards  each  other  ?  'ihere  are  otlu'r  matters  besides  th.s,  such  as 
commerce,  on  which  it  is  desirable  that  a  well-cemented  1;oik1  of  union  should 
exist  between  us.  tientlemen,  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  threat  in  what  I 
am  now  saying  ;  but  I  ask  if  our  exjierience  in  this  matter,  should  it  fail,  will  be 
at  al'  calculated  to  encourage  and  promote  that  friendly  spirit.  Let  anyof)ou 
imagine  what  you  would  have  felt,  if,  when  Xova  .Scotia  came  to  make  overtures 
to  Canada,  in  June  last,  you  had  been  met  with  an  averted  look,  we  had  rejitted 
your  terms,  and  proposed  nothing  else  ?  Now,  Mr,  M:\yorand  gentlemen,  having 
exhausted  all  I  have  to  say.  I  again  thank  you  for  your  kinclness,and  the  attention 
with  which  I  have  l)een  heard. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  sat  clown  amid  long  continued  cheering. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Young  was  next  introduced,  and  being  greeted  with  applause 
said  : — Mr.  Mayor  and  gentlemen,  my  friend,  the  Hon.  Franci  ^lincks,  hav.ng  en- 
tered So  largely  into  the  subject  which  has  called  us  together,  i.  >vill  be  unnecessary 
for  me  to  detain  the  meeting.  There  are  one  or  two  questions,  however,  which  I 
may  allude  to  before  I  resume  my  seat.  Are  Railroads  desirable?  and,  if  desirable, 
what  is  the  most  practicable  mode  of  obtaining  them?  The  honourable  gentleman 
here  took  up  a  map  of  Mritish  America  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  his  explana- 
tions. He  said  that  a  Railway  was  now  in  course  of  construction  from  Chicago 
towards  Galena  on  the  Mississippi  River — from  Chicago  a  Railroad  is  now  in  o])er' 
ation  across  Michigan  to  Detroit  ;  from  Detroit,  a  Road  called  the  Great  Western, 
is  now  building  to  Hamilton,  Canada  West.  The  road  from  Hamilton  to  Mont- 
real has  been  surveyed  ;  and  there  remains  the  distance  froni  Montreal  to  Halifax, 
to  connect  not  only  Western  Canada,  but  the  States  of  Iowa,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan  and  Ohio,  containing  about  five  millions  of  people,  \\ilh  Halifax,  the 
nearest  point  to  Europe,  by  a  Road,  not  only  with  better  grades  than  any  on  this 
continent,  but  a  road  about  loo  miles  shorter  to  Halifax  than  any  Road  through 
the  United  States,  At  the  Portland  convention,  the  argument  about  Canada  pro- 
duce being  carried  through  to  Halifax,  was  not  mentioned.  The  line  then  contem- 
plated was  the  European  and  North  American,  and  that  principally  for  passenger 
traffic  from  the  south  and  west  to  Halifax,  so  as  to  avoid  ocean  navigation.  By  the 
construction  of  the  Road  to  Canada,  not  only  is  the  best  route  secured  to  the  west 
and  to  Canada,  but  we  have  the  one  originally  contemplated  to  the  United  States. 
The  statistics  of  railroads  in  every  country  show  an  invariable  increase  in  the  value 
of  property  and  lands  through  wliich  they  pass,  particularly  in  the  cities  where  they 
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terminate.     In  Ikiston,  for  the  ten  years  previous  to  the  construction  of  railways, 

the  r.uio  of  increase  of  the  taxable  pr()])erty  there  was  tifluin  per  cent, — while  in 
the  ten  year'>  after  the  construction  of  railroads,  the  ratio  of  increase  was  forty-five 
per  cent.  To  the  farmer,  railroads  are  necessary,  for,  just  as  the  cost  of  transport 
is  Ifsst-ned,  the  value  of  his  labour  is  iiicrt'ased.  I  have  been  \'ice-l'residfnt  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  running  from  Montreal  to  Portland,  for  the 
last  four  years.  That  road  is  now  opened  for  traffic  for  72  miles.  For  freif^ht  and 
passengers  aliout  /^loo  is  taken  daily  ;  and  an  amount  of  business  is  done  on  it 
which  far  exceeds  the  ex])ectations  of  its  most  sanguine  pnijrctors  ;  and  its  construc- 
tion in  the  country  it  passes  through  has  been  the  means  of  starting  new  branch- 
es of  industry,  and,  as  in  other  places,  has  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  vahie  of 
lands,  farms,  farming  produce,  etc.  Halifax,  as  was  remarkeil  by  Mr.  liineks,  is 
the  ]icirt  nearest  Europe,  and  nothing  can  deprive  it  of  this  advantage.  I  lulieve 
that  the  line  now  projected  via  St.  John  and  the  St.  John  River  to  the  St.  Law- 
rence, will  pay,  and  that  it  is  the  best  we  can  select.  Now,  there  are  two  modes 
of  constructing  your  road --one,  by  a  ])rivate  comjiany,  another  by  theGovernnu-nt 
emjjloying  comjianies.  To  give  the  control  of  the  main  trunk  line  to  a  coni|iany, 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  giving  too  great  a  power,  the  effect  would  be  that  tlia 
Government  of  the  country  would  be  controlled  by  the  company  instea<l  of 'he  (!ov- 
ernment  controlling  the  Company.  I  am,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  Government, 
in  the  first  instance,  constructing  the  main  trunk,  but  how  is  the  money  to  be 
obtained  ?  It  is  clear  to  my  mind,  that  nc  one  or  two  of  the  Provinces  can  obtain 
the  generous  offer  of  England  of  nu)ney  at  7,%  per  cent.  Without  we  all  agree, 
there  is  no  chance  of  getting  it.  If  we  do  agree,  I  bflievc  it  will  be  obtained.  I 
believe  it  is  generally  admitted  here  that  a  railroad  to  the  boundary  of  New 
Urunswick  is  necessary— say  124  miles.  Suppose  Nova  Scotia  does  not  join 
Canada  and  New  Brunswick,  how  is  she  to  build  this  124  miles?  Why — liy 
the  sale  of  Provincial  Bonds  at  6  per  cent.  Now,  by  joining  her  sister  colonies, 
and  getting  money  at  t,%  per  cent.,  the  peojile  of  Nova  Scotia  will  be  able  to 
build  about  190  miles  of  railroad  for  the  same  annual  cost  as  the  124.  at  6  per 
cent.,  under  our  proposal.  You  have  to  build  158  miles,  so  that  you  will  be  able 
to  build  45  more  miles  in  addition  to  Windsor,  or  to  any  other  point.  I  cons  der 
it  of  great  import.ance  for  the  cheap  construction  of  })ublic  works  to  make  [)aynient 
in  money.  My  experience  leads  me  to  believe  that  in  the  construction  of  railroads 
generally,  from  the  s.icrillces  that  have  to  be  made,  money  costs  at  least  8  percent. 
Thanking  the  audience  for  their  attention,  Hon.  Mr.  Young  sat  down  amid  general 
applause. 

Col.  Tachd,  another  of  the  Delegates,  and  Receiver  General  of  Canada,  was  intro- 
duced amid  another  outburst  of  ajuilause,  and  said  :— Gentlemen,  I  stand  before 
yoii  in  rather  an  txce])tionable  and  rather  an  unenviable  position.  A  newspaper 
published  in  this  city  has  said  that  I  had  the  appea;ance  of  a  Frenchman.  Yes, 
sir,  I  am  of  French  descent,  of  French  appearance,  and  the  difficulty  I  feel  now  is 
that  mv  language  is  French.  Put,  gentlemen,  I  am  like  you  in  one  respect — 
proud  that  I  am  a  Hritish  subject,  and  in  my  heart  glad  that  I  am  an  Englishman, 
tinder  the  free  rule  of  our  Sovereign.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me,  after  the  full, 
and  to  me  satisfactory,  explanations  of  my  honourable  colleagues,  to  trouble  you 
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with  any  further  rcmnrks  on  tliis  subject.  It  would  be  prfsuniptuous  in  me, 
iKcaust"  tlicy  liave  cxliiuislcd  it, and  because  it  is  out  ofuiy  po^er  to  nial<e  an  l'.n(^- 
lisl\  speech  tliat  wouhl  fall  pleasinjjly  on  classical  Kn^jlish  ears.  (Cheers.)  iUit, 
j;eiitlenien,  haviiij,'  passed  the  ^jreater  jart  of  my  life  in  that  part  of  Canada  which 
is  to  i)e  traversed  l)y  the  Railway  now  projected,  you  will  forjjive  me  if  I  mutilate 
a  little  your  fine  languajje,  in  trying;  to  tell  you  soinethinj;  about  my  native  land. 
'J'liere  was  a  time,  and  that  time  has  not  (;one  far  la-hind  us,  when  my  countrymen 
had  no  voice  in  the  (lovernment  that  ruled  over  them.  Those  who  had  all  the 
offices  in  the  country  made  up  for  the  smallnc'-s  of  their  numbers  by  their  boa'-lin^ 
and  by  calumniatinfj  the  majority  of  the  jjcople.  They  said  that  they  had  all  the 
intelligence — all  the  wealth,  and  everythinj;  el^e  that  was  estimable  in  thecnuntry, 
while  we  were  a  low,  miserable,  dej^raded  set  of  beiiij^s,  so  ij^norant  that  we  were 
little  better  than  the  aborij;ines  of  the  soil.  They  had  a  jiress,  too,  which  sent 
abroad  the  grossest  slanders,  and  painted  the  most  dis(,'ustinK  caricatures  of  my 
countrymen. — Now,  ha])pily,  all  this  is  chanjjed,  and  I  stand  here  as  a  represent- 
ative of  my  country,  to  address  you  in  this  assembly.  We  have  proved  that  we 
were  e(|aal  to  those  who  boasted  they  were  our  superiors.  We  have  shown  that 
we  liave  lawyers,  physicians,  merchants,  mechanics,  manufacturers,  and  farmers, 
that  can  bear  a  pretty  tolerable  comparison  with  th(.se  who  pretended  that  they 
had  all  the  intelligence,  and  everything  else  that  was  worth  having  in  the  country. 
Now,  gentlemen,  I  hope  I  have  luit  gone  too  far  in  endeavoring  to  disalnise  your 
minds  of  the  imiiressions  that  might  have  rested  on  them  from  what  you  may  have 
heard  of  the  degraded  condition  of  the  Lower  or  French  Can.ada.  Now,  I  will  tell 
yoii  that  the  country  through  which  this  Railway  is  to  pa.ss  is  fruitful,  and  it  con- 
tains as  dense  a  population  as  any  other  part  of  Canada— I  don't  care  what  otiier 
part.  From  the  County  of  Dorchester,  where  the  line  of  Railway  from  the  St. 
Lawrence  commences,  running  through  Hellechasse,  LTslet,  Kamouiaska, 
Kimouski,  tliere  is  a  population  of  I  lo,ooo  souls.  On  the  other  side  of  the  River, 
we  have  the  city  of  Quebec,  with  its  40,000  inhabitants,  and  including  with 
these  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Quebec,  and  the  County  of  Mont- 
morenci,  we  have  a  population,  on  the  west  side,  of  170,000.  The  south  shore 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  one  of  the  be.st  grazing  countries  in  America.  We  raise  a 
great  quantity  of  horned  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  swine  ;  we  have  extensive  pasture 
lands,  and  make  excellent  butter ;  (Cheers  and  laughter)  almost  equal,  gentlemen, 
for  I  do  not  like  to  boast,  to  your  very  excellent  Cumberland  butter.  Well, 
gentlemen,  besides  that,  we  raise  a  great  quantity  of  oats,  rye  and  barley.  Our 
wheat  crops  have  failed  a  good  deal  lately,  but  they  are  beginning  to  get  better. 
Now,  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we  had  more  outlets  for  our  produce — if  we  had  a 
rapid  and  safe  conveyance  to  this  and  other  Atlantic  ports,  our  produce  could  be 
doubled  and  trebled  in  a  short  time.  Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  country  with  which 
we  wish  the  Maritime  Provinces,  as  they  are  called,  should  be  connected  by  iron 
bands,  which  1  hope  will  prove  ties  of  friendly  relations,  of  good  neighbourhood, 
and  of  mutual  advantages.  Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  and  obstructions 
which  now  exist,  my  honourable  friend,  the  Inspector  General,  has  showed  you  that 
there  is  still  a  large  tr.ade  carried  on  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  centre  of  New 
Brunswick.     How  would  our  trade  increase  if  facilities  were  introduced  for  the 
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tiansfii  of  the  vnrious  products  our  tliree  Provinces  mutually  want?  Surely  you 
nrt'  not  afraid  of  niakinj,'  iniprovfuieiits  in  your  country  with  money  at  },}i  per 
Cent!  In  Canada  we  would  lie  i^iad  to  cover  tlie  country  with  a  network  of  Kail- 
uays  at  6  per  cent.  And,  (gentlemen,  you  should  recollect  that  the  projiosal  hefore 
yoii  not  only  connects  you  with  Canada  West,  but  with  the  inexhaustible  tjranaries 
of  the  Western  States.  All  that  we  want  is  Railroads,  and  especially  one  between 
the  three  I'rovinces.  It  may  be  said  lliat  we  are  ju^t  out  of  the  cradle,  but,  it  so, 
we  want  smooth  surfaces  to  develop  the  growing  stren|4lh  of  our  adolescent  lind)s; 
and,  sir,  with  the  aid  of  noble  ami  maj^naninious  I'-Uj^dand,  I  hope  the  jieriod  is 
not  distant  when  we  shall  arrive  at  full  manhood,  and  when  we  shall  be  in  America 
in  the  proud  position  of  the  eldest  son,  and  the  right  hand  and  most  powerful  arn\ 
of  the  mighty  nation  with  which  we  are  connected. 

Colonel  'I'achd  was  greeted  at  his  close  with  repeated  bursts  of  applause  from 
the  immense  audience  which  thronged  the  Hall. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  says  : — I  exceedingly  regret  that  I  have  not  the  plea- 
sure of  jiresenting  to  you  the  other  Delegate,  the  llonble.  Mr.  Chandler,  of  New 
Brunswick  ;  who  is  not  here  on  account  of  reasons  which,  when  explained  to  you, 
will,    I  have  no  doubt,  be  perfectly  satisfactory. 

Hon.  Mr.  llincks. — Mr,  Mayor  and  (ientlemen,  I  had  a  conversation  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Chandler  before  I  came  here.  He  said  that  as  the  diflerence  now 
seemed  to  lay  only  between  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  as  if  he 
attended  the  meeting  he  might  be  led  into  a  controversy,  or  be  drawn  into 
ex]danations  which,  without  the  possibility  of  consulting  his  Government  might 
place  him  in  an  embarrassing  position,  he  thought  it  would  be  best  for  him  to 
Stay  away  from  the  meeting  ;  and  I  agreed  with  him. 

Hon,  Joseph  Howe,  Provincial  Secretary  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  rising  was 
received  with  long-continued  applause.  After  it  hatl  subsided,  he  said  : — I  do 
not  rise,  Mr.  Mayor,  to  detain  the  meeting  with  any  remarks  on  the  projected 
Railway.  I  am  no  novelty  here,  but  one  of  the  old  slock  actors,  accustomed  to 
appear  before  you  ;  yet  I  may  express  my  happiness  that,  whatever  uneasiness 
we  may  feel  on  the  state  of  our  Railway  negociations,  the  new  aspect  of  things 
has  brought  down  the  *'  stars"  of  Canada  to  shine  upon  us.  (Cheers).  I  am  glad, 
also,  to  have  the  opportunity  in  presence  of  these  gentlemen,  and  in  the  midst  of 
my  fellow-citizens,  to  acknowledije  the  treatment  received  from  each  and  all  of  them 
during  my  mission  to  the  Sister  Provinces.  Mr.  Hincks  welcomed  me  as  an  old 
friend,  on  my  arrival  in  Toronto,  and  his  house  and  his  circle  were  openeil  to  mc 
at  once.  Mr.  Young  steppetl  forward  tht  moment  I  reached  Montreal,  anil  with 
the  mercantile  body  gave  ine  a  public  reception  which  was  creditable  and  honor- 
able to  that  noble  city,  and  gratifying  to  the  Province  I  represented.  Of  Colonel 
Tache  I  will  not  say  anything  more  than  that  he  is  a  fair  sjiecimen — not  selected 
and  sent  here  as  such — but  a  fair  average  specinten  of  the  French  population  of 
Lower  Canada.  He  has  told  us  of  the  cattle  they  raise — of  the  corn  and  the  butter. 
But  we  have  productions  here  to-day  of  a  far  higher  order — intellectual  speci- 
mens of  the  worth  of  that  fine  country,  and  we  have  the  inducement  which  close 
intercourse  with  such  men  offers,  to  arrange  hi  once  any  slight  obstacles  which 
may   interpose  between   us  and   the  completion  of  our   Railways.     We   should 
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(U'sii'i'  tho  mivi'  to  ai'ooinplisli  it,  liecaiise  we  shall  thon  havo  to  burnish  \i|)  our 
iiUclli'cls ;  aiul  to  hIIik-  our  n\aiiiUMs  to  lit  us  for  free  mtcri'iuiisc  wiili  our 
Iiei^jliliours,  When  ihcso  (^iiitlenien  arriveil  licie  we  were  all  |nit  ii>  tiie  I'o-.  turn 
of  negotiators,  Lireuiusiaiu'is  had  upset  all  our  former  iie^;oti.itions,  and 
nltliou^;li  1  was  ^hul  to  have  old  fiiends  to  eonfer  with,  the  (iovernineut  w.is 
bouiiil  to  lenieinU'r  that  they  had  the  interests  of  Nov.i  Seotia  to  j^iiard.  1  knew 
the  slnewd  anil  inlellitjent  minds  we  had  to  deal  with,  and  felt  that  as  a  Nova 
Scotia  negotiator  I  i'Ui^/it  Ht'{  A' /'//i' A'l'  ijHui'lv.  ((.'heers  and  hni^jliter.)  When 
they  pressed  upon  us,  rather  unf.iiily,  as  1  eoiieeived,  to  aeeept  their  terms,  and 
decidetl  that  they  would  hoKl  us  to  the  I'oronto  a<;ieenient,  notwithstaiulin^  'he 
departure  from  the  line  on  whieh  that  was  based,  1  am  not  i|uite  sure  that  the 
spirit  of  inisehiet,  which  shows  itself  occasionally  in  my  eonii)ositii>n,  did  not 
prompt  me  ti>  ^;ive  them  24  or  48  hours  of  the  anxiety  and  suspense  which  1  had 
endured  for  iS  mon'iis,  lUit  it  is  gradually  cuininj;  all  ri^ht.  1  will  do  all  that 
1  can-  all  that  a  Nova  Scotian  ought,  to  briiij;  this  matter  to  a  successful  issue  ; 
but  to  take  on  my  shoulders  the  sole  resjionsibility  of  negotiating'  to  carry  out 
any  particular  scheme,  1  will  not.  The  whole  subject  has  been  pl.ued  in  the 
proper  place  it  is  now  before  the  lA-j^islature,  where  it  will  be  dealt  with  tor  the 
interests  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  is  true  that  by  the  new  propoMtion  the  poi  1  of 
Halifax  will  enjoy  less  advaniaj;es  than  under  the  former  plan,  but  we  sh.dl  have 
less  pecumary  risk.  'I'hat  being  the  case,  and  our  direct  expenditure  lieinij 
reiluceil  by  nearly  a  i|uarter  of  a  million,  1  have  made  up  my  mind  to  vote  for  the 
new  proposition.  1  have  not  come  prepared,  sir,  with  any  resolutions,  but  there 
is  one  which  1  tlnnk  we  ought  to  pass  ;  and  I  now  move  that  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Hon.  Francis  Hiiicks,  the  Hon.  John 
Young,  and  the  Hon.  Ktiemie  I'.  'I'ache,  the  Representatives  of  Canada,  for  their 
explanations  at  this  me>...ng,  aiul  1  will  aUo  add,  to  the  Hon.  K.  li.  (.'handler,  of 
New  lirunswick,  who  is  absent — the  delegates  Iroin  the  two  sister  colonies,  with 
whom,  in  the  project  of  a  rapid  comnuinieatioii  and  extended  intercourse,  this 
colony  takes  so  ileej)  an  interest. 

George  !<■  Young,  Ksq., — 1  rise,  sir,  to  secotul  the  motion  moved  by  the 
Honiuable  Provincial  Secretary.  We  are  free,  sir,  in  this  meeting,  as  citi.'ens 
Halifax,  to  express  our  opinions  on  the  subject  under  discussion,  and  1  am  pre- 
pared as  one  to  give  my  \oiee  in  favor  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Canadian  dele- 
gates. I  think  I*  is  the  line— piefer,d)le  by  far  to  any  other  route  we  ha,.e\er 
heard  suggested  ;  am.,  if  it  be  adopted  1  shall  h.ive  ihe  iinuid  s,itist.icti.iii  of 
l)elieving  that  we  shall  jjei  the  Railway  at  last,  to  promote  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  our  jH'ople.  I  will  be  tr.mk,  sir,  in  saying  :  that  had  I  been  in  the 
Legislature  last  November  1  sh.ould  have  voted  against  a  jilan  involving  so\,ist  an 
expenditure,  for  fear  it  would  plunge  us  in  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  Hut  here  is  a 
scheme  which  is  practicable,  and  I  believe  it  will  pay.  One  of  the  Hon.  dele- 
gates has  told  us  that  New  Hruiiswick  will  not  bind  herself  to  make  the  seoiioii  of 
the  Portland  route  between  .St.  John  and  Calais 
ourselves  any 
stock  of  that 


It  1  think  we  ueeil  not  give 
uneasiness  about  th.U.  If  1  had  a  spare  ^"loci.oooto  invest  in  the 
line,   I  woul.l   not  svish  a  better    inheritance  to  leave  my  clnidieii. 
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Wlu'ii  oiu'o  \vt'  li;i\f  li;\il  tliis  rn.ul  in  oin'iMtiou.  tlif  Niutlicin  line  will  '.cmn  lolldw, 
iiiiil  It  IS  tlic  iliity  lit  I'vit)'  Nuv:i  Si'oti;m  to  j;ivi'  liis  iwd  tn  luakf  lliis  im^liiy  ciitcr- 
jiiisc  nt  hist  MH'Ccssl'iii. 

Hon.  I'roviiuMal  Sfiiftai y.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  if  Mr.  Ndiin^  nnw  tlimks  this 
thf  /./'/(•,  it  was  SDim-wliat  stran^f,  tiiat,  altiioii^h  ho  was  tor  livo  years  talkiujf 
nliout  thi'sc  Railways,  1  am  iihitc  sure  1  lu-vcr  licanl  him  say  that  the  roail  ti) 
(Jiit'l)ci'  oii^ht  to  jjo  by  the  River  St.  John. 

His  Worshii)  the  Mayor  expressfd  the  pleasure  he  felt  in  piittiiit;  the  nuvtion, 
.tnil  said  that  we  were  under  jjreat  olilij^atimis  to  these  jrentlemen  fur  emnin^  so 
great  a  ilislanee  in  mid-winter  to  ne^jotiate  on  this  question  ;  anil  he  hoped  it 
would  be  the  means  of  cemeutin^j  a  sininj;er  bond  of  union  belwien  Ih.-  three 
t'olonies  than  had  heretofore  existed. 

The  vote  of  thanks  pas.-ed  by  acclamation,  followed  by  three  cheers. 
Hon.  1'".  Hincks  rose  and  said,  — having  already,  Mr.  Mayor,  more  than  once 
e.xpresscd  my  warm  sense  of  (gratitude  for  the  manner  in  which  I  have  been  treated 
both  publicly  and  privately  by  your  citizens,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  sav  ii 
word  on  that  point  ;  but  1  «ill  .isk  you  to  mdul  t;e  me  withn  few  words  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  LhauilL'r,  the  l>ele(;ate  from  New  Urunswick.  The  Ilun.  I'rovn.cial 
Secretary,  in  the  speech  whiciihe  has  made — aiul  1  nuiy  say,  the  idea  seems  tu  pie- 
vail  to  a  j^reat  extent  lhrou(;h  your  city — intiimUed  as  nmch  as  if  New  Urunswick 
and  Canada  were  enyaj;eil  m  some  soil  of  conspiracy  against  Nov  a  Scoti.i.  'I'ho 
suspicion  of  anything  of  thai  sort,  sir,  is  very  unjust  to  us.  1  may  say,  indeed, 
thai  we,  the  dcle^;ales  Irom  C'anada,  have  had  far  less  nej^otialion  with  New  lirims- 
wick  than  with  Nova  Scotia  in  this  nuitler.  And  before  siartinj;  on  our  expedi- 
tion here  the  Hon.  Provincial  Secretary  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say  thai  i  hail 
lliis  assurance  from  him  by  tele^jraph  :  "  Let  Canada  and  New  Hrunsw  ick  aj^ree 
to  some  proposition  n  the  new  slate  of  thin^;s,  and  Nova  Scotia  will  uoi  In-  uurea- 
3i)iu\blc."  I  did  iu)t  know  my  hon.  friend  until  we  nu'l  at  Turonl.)  in  Juiu',  ami  1 
must  s.iy  from  that  time  to  this  I  have  found  him  manly,  sir.iij;hl  forw.ird  .lud 
honourable,  in  every  respect,  and  1  trust  1  shall  have  the  honour  andlhe  ple.isiiie  of 
retainint;  his  friendship.  On  his  behalf  1  return  thanks  for  your  coidial  expression 
of  thanks  for  the  jouriu'y  he  has  undertaken  in  concert  with  us  to  eudc.ivor  to 
accomplish  a  common  measure.  It  is  to  be  re^;ri'tled  tli.U  any  fcelini;  lias  .iiisen  as 
to  New  Urunswick  not  having  legislated  upon  the  arran^^cment  at  roronlo  ;  but  I 
know  that  the  Executive  of  iNcw  Urunswick  had  their  Hills  prepared  to  submit  to 
the  Legislature  when  the  despatch  of  I'.arl  (irey  came,   and  look  us  all  liy  surprise. 

We  immediately  started  for  New  Urunswick  to  .see  what  was  to  be  done — we 
exchanged  views  with  the  Membeisufthe  (iovermneiil  theie,ainl  you  may  rest  satis- 
lied  there  is  no  conspiracy  against  you  no  inlrigiiing  with  the  capitalists  in  I'.ng- 
laiid,  as  has  been  iiiiinialed  out  of  doors,  or  aiiylhing  uf  the  siut.  The  tlovern- 
menl  of  New  Urunswick,  1  know,  aie  fully  prepared  to  co-operate  in  good  f.uth,  as 
far  as  any  reasonat)le  nuui  can  ask  or  cxjicct  them  to  go,  in  order  to  cany  out  this 
work.      ((;>•{•.//  i/in'rini;.) 

Hon.  I'rovincial  Secretary  moved  that  three  cheers  be  given  for  the  noble  I'lo- 
vince  ot  t  anada,  and  afterwards  he  would  proposethiee  nunc  for  New  Urunswick, 

A  voice, — 'niree  cheers  for  TiiK  Til  Ri;k  (.'oi.oNlKs  L'NiiKu. 
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Hon.  Provincial  Secretary. — Well  !  anyway  you  like. 

The  whole  audience  then  rose,  and  gave  an  outburst  of  prolonged  cheering,  which 
testified  the  enthusiasm  they  felt  in  the  noble  enterprise  which  had  been  under  dis- 
cussion. 

After  three  cheers  more  for  the  delegates,  three  for  the  Queen,  and  three  for  the 
Railway,  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  to  the  Mayor  and  Secretary,  and 
the  meeting  adjourned  with  unbounded  good  feeling . 


CHAPTKR  XI. 

REPLY  TO  THE  SPEECH  OF  THE  HON.  JOSEPH  HOWE, 
OF  NOVA  SCOTIA,  ON  THE  UNION  OF  THE  NORTH 
AMERICAN  PROVINCES,  AND  ON  THE  RIGHT  OF 
BRITISH  COLONISTS  TO  REPRESENTATION  IN  THE 
IMPERIAL  PARLIAMENT.  BY  THE  HON.  FRANCIS 
HINCKS,  MEMBER  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEM- 
BLY OF  CANADA. 

REPLY. 

I  can  say  with  all  sincerity  that  nothing  but  a  paramount  sense  of 
duty  could  induce  me  to  enter  into  a  discussion  on  colonial  affairs  at 
so  very  unseasonable  a  period  as  the  present.  I  therefore  deeply 
regret,  and  I  believe  that  I  do  so  in  common  with  the  best  friends  of 
the  colonies  in  this  country,  the  re-publication  in  London  of  a  rather 
remarkable  speech  delivered  in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Nova 
Scotia,  in  March,  1854,  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  Howe,  a  gentleman 
holding  a  high  and  responsible  office  in  that  Province,  "  On  the 
"  Union  of  the  North  American  Provinces,  and  on  the  right  of 
"  British  colonists  to  representation  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  and 
"  to  participate  in  the  public  employments  and  distinctions  of  the 
"  empire."  The  object  of  this  republication  is  stated  in  the  preface 
to  be,  "  To  induce  the  Mother  Country  to  draw  more  closely  the 
"  ties  which  bind  her  to  her  friends,  and  to  accord  to  them  the 
"  privileges  without  the  enjoyment  of  which  it  is  quite  clear  that 
"  some  of  the  changes  that  Mr.  Howe  anticijjates  may  speedily 
"  come  to  pass."  As  these  "  changes  "  involve  nothing  more  or  less 
than  the  dismemberment  of  the  empire,  it  has  seemed  to  me  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  Mr.  Howe's  speech  should  be  answered,  and 
that  the  people  of  British  America  should  be  relieved  from  tiie 
imputation  of  concurring  in  the  opinions  therein  exjjressed.  It  is 
an  old  adage  that  "  Silence    gives  consent,"  and  I  certainly  feel  it 
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my  duty  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  its  being  supposed  that  I  par- 
cipitate,  in  uic  sHghtest  degree,  in  the  views  enunciated  by  Mr. 
Howe. 

It  may  be  thought  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Howe's  si)pcch  should 
have  escap''d  animadversion  at  the  time  of  its  delivery.  For  my 
own  jvirt  I  have  only  to  say  that  it  would  not  have  occurred  to  me 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  as  to  the  merits  of  a  s])eech  delivered  in 
the  course  of  debate  in  the  Assembly  of  a  sister  Province,  and 
which  had  led  to  no  result. 

If  either  Mr.  Howe  or  Mr.  Johnston  had  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  sanction  of  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  to  any  new  jtrinciple 
of  coimiial  government  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  some  action 
vvouki  have  been  taken,  both  in  Canada  and  New  Brunswick,  on  the 
subject.  But  as  Mr.  Howe  was  unable  to  convince  the  Assembly, 
of  wiv'f:h  he  was  then  a  member,  of  the  soundness  of  his  views,  it 
was  deemed  unnecessary  to  call  attention  to  them,  in  Canada.  I'he 
case,  h  'wever,  becomes  very  different  when  an  appeal  is  made  to 
the  Im'perial  Parliament  by  a  gentleman  representing  the  Nova 
Scotia  Ciovernment  in  this  country,  to  comply  with  certain  demands 
under  a  kind  of  menace  that,  in  the  event  of  non-compliance,  raost 
important  "  changes  "  "  may  speedily  come  to  pass."  I  am  aware 
that  Mr.  Howe's  pamphlet  has  caused  much  surjjrise  to  those  who 
have  been  under  the  impression  that  the  British  North  American 
Provinces  were  in  a  highly  prosperous  and  contented  state,  f  have 
but  lijuiled  means  of  judging  how  flir  the  j)eople  of  Nova  Scotia  are 
satisLed  with  their  Constitution,  but  I  entertain  a  strong  couvicticm 
that  Canada  would  protest  most  emphatically  against  every  one  of 
the  schemes,  brought  under  consideration  in  Mr.  Howe's  speech,  as 
substitutes  for  the  system  of  Government  under  which  .she  is  enjoy- 
ing a  degree  of  prosperity  and  freedom  not  surpassed  in  an}'  other 
country  in  the  world. 

The  simple  and  practical  mode  of  meeting  Mr.  Howe  is  by  an 
inquiry  as  to  his  authority  for  demanding  a  change  in  the  Constitu- 
tions of  the  British  American  colonies.  Has  the  Government  of 
Nova  Scotia  authorized  him  to  make  such  a  demand  }  lias  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Province  addressed  the  Crown  on 
the  subject?  I  apprehend  not.  Most  assuredly,  neither  in  Canada 
nor  in  New  Brunswick  has  there  been  any  legislative  action  to  war- 
rant a  demand  for  constitutional  changes  in  their  name.  Such 
changes  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  discussed  among  the  i)"ople, 
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who  are  more  particularly  interested  in  them,  and  the  result  should 
be  communicated  to  the  Imperial  Parliament  through  the  only  legi- 
timate channel,  viz.,  a  despatch  from  the  Governor  of  the  colony  to 
Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
Mr.  Howe,  though  not  actually  a  member  of  the  Government  of 
Nova  Scotia,  fills  a  very  important  situation  under  it,  and  in  that 
capacity  has  visited  England,  armed  with  the  authority  of  that  Gov- 
ernment to  enter  into  important  financial  arrangements  on  its  behalf. 
Let  me  suppose  an  analagou?  case  :  Were  the  Imperial  Government 
to  send  out  to  one  of  its  dependencies,  on  a  special  mission,  a  gen- 
tleman holding  a  high  office  under  the  Crown,  though  not  in  the 
Cabinet,  and  were  that  individual  to  take  advantage  of  his  i)resence  i 

in  such  dependency  to  republish  a  speech  delivered  in  his  place  in  i| 

I  Parliament,  on  a  subject  wholly  unconnected  with  his  mission,  and 

il  on  which  he  had  no  authority  to  offer  any  suggestion,  and  to  accom- 

;!  pany  it  with  the  alarming  intimation  that,  unless  his  propositions 

I  were  adopted,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  the  dismemberment  of 

,:  the  empire;  were  it  possible  to  suppose  that  an  individual  employed 

i  by  the  Imperial  Government  could  act  in  the  manner  described,  he 

!ii  would  only  do  precisely  what  Mr.  Howe  has  done.     I  wish  to  treat 

i  Mr.  Howe  with  all  the  respect  to  which  his  position  entitles  him, 

and  to  discuss  his  propositions  in  a  fair  and  candid  manner,  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  declaring  that  his  present  appeal  to   English 
i  public  opinion,  on  a  question  which  has  hardly  been  even  discussed 

in  any  of  the  North  American  colonies,  h«  been  as  injudicious,  as, 
most  assuredly,  it  has  been  ill-timed. 

With  these  preliminary  observations,  I  shall  proceed  to  review 
Mr.  Howe's  speech : — 1  confess  that  I  learn  with  very  sincere  regret, 
that  a  gentleman  who  advocated  so  strenuously  the  introduction  of 
Responsible  Government  into  the  colonial  system,  as  a  means  of 
affording  to  the  people  of  the  colonies  all  the  constitutional  freedom 
which  they  could  desire,  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  some  new 
change  is  required,  and  that  British  America  should  "  aspire  to  con- 
"  solidation  as  an  integral  portion  of  the  realm  of  England,  or  assert 
"  her  claims  to  a  national  existence."  The  first  alternative,  and  the 
one  which  it  is  the  special  object  of  Mr.  Howe's  speech  to  recom- 
mend, may,  in  my  opinion,  be  very  easily  disposed  f ;  and  had  Mr. 
Howe  attempted  to  shew  how  his  scheme  could  be  worked  out,  he 
would  probably  have  convinced  his  hearers,  if  not  himself,  of  its 
impracticability.     What  is  the  nature  of  Mr.  Howe's  claim  on  behalf 
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of  the  colonies,  to  representation  in  the  Im])erial  Parliament?  We 
"  are  told  that  Scotland  has  fifty-three  members  to  represent  her 
interests  in  the  Imperial  Parliament,"  and  that  British  America, 
"  with  an  equal  population,  has  not  one ; "  and  again,  that  the  State 
of  Ohio  "  has  but  a  million  and  a  half  of  peoptp,  yet  she  has  not 
"  only  her  State  Legislature  and  Government,  as  tVe  have,  but  sends 
"  nineteen  members  to  the  National  Congress."  Scotland  is  repre- 
sented in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  her 
people  are  directly  affected  by  all  the  Acts  of  that  Parliament ;  they 
have  to  share  in  the  burthens  of  taxation  for  the  payment  of  the 
National  Debt,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  for 
the  support  of  the  Civil  Government.  I  cannot  for  one  moment 
believe  that  Mr.  Howe  contemplates  a  complete  legislative  union 
between  the  Mother  Country  and  the  British  North  American  Colo- 
nies similar  to  that  subsisting  between  the  various  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  the  colonies  to  share  all  the  resjjonsibilities  of 
their  fellow-subjects  here,  and  to  have  their  affairs  administered  as 
formerly,  in  Downing  Street,  their  Local  Legislatures  being  extin- 
guished, and,  as  a  substitute  for  them,  a  representation  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament  of  some  fifty  or  sixty  members.  Neither  can  I  believe 
that  he  intends  seriously  to  claim  on  behalf  of  the  colonies  the  right 
to  be  represented  in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
be  exempted  from  the  burthens  already  referred  to.  The  cry  of  the 
old  colonies  against  the  Mother  Country,  was  "  taxation  without 
i;fpresentation,  is  tyranny."  If  Mr.  Howe's  propositions  were  car- 
ried out,  there  would  be  a  c  ry  in  the  Mother  Country  against 
"  the  colonies, — "  representation  without  taxation,  is  tyranny."  As 
then,  it  appears  to  me  that  representation  in  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
without  the  accompaniment  of  full  participation  in  all  the  imperial 
liabilities,  would  be  a  most  unreasonable  demand ;  and  as  I  am  well 
assured  that  any  proposition  to  obtain  representation  on  such  terms  as 
I  have  indicated,  would  be  rejected  by  the  whole  population  of 
British  America,  I  am,  I  think,  justified  in  my  observation,  that  if 
Mr.  Howe  had  attempted  to  shew  how  his  scheme  could  be  wijrked 
out,  he  would  have  convinced  his  hearers,  and  perhaps  himself,  of 
its  impracticability.  I  need  scarcely  remind  my  readers  that  there 
is  no  analogy  whatever,  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  iiritish 
North  American  Provinces.  It  is  true  that  Ohio  is  represented  in 
the  National  Congress,  and  justly,  because  her  people  contribute 
equally  with  the  other  States  to  the  expenditure  of  theFederal  Gov- 


1 


I 
Hi 


232  REMINISCENCES   IN   THE   LIFE   OF 

ernment.  The  "  Territories  "  of  the  United  States,  notwithstanding 
tliat  their  inhabitants  are  subject  to  the  same  federal  imposts  as  their 
fellow-citizens  in  the  States,  have  no  representation  in  Congress,  their 
public  functionaries  are  appointed  by  the  P'ederal  Executive,  and 
they  are  simply  permitted  to  send  delegates  to  Congress,  who  may 
sjjeak,  but  not  vote.  I  need  not  dwell  further  on  the  subject,  but 
shall  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  other  alternative  suggested 
by  Mr.  Howe,  viz., — a  national  existence.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
follow  Mr.  Howe  in  his  eloquent  descriptions  of  the  enormous  terri- 
tory, the  salubrious  climate,  the  large  population,  the  magnificent 
rivers  and  lakes,  the  exhaustless  fisheries,  and  boundless  forests  of 
British  America.  He  cannot  have  a  higher  opinion  of  these  colonies 
than  I  have,  and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  they  may  fairly  bear  com- 
parison with  independent  nations,  both  of  the  present  and  of  past 
ages  ;  but  I  emphatically  deny  that  it  is  their  interest  to  seek  an  inde- 
pendent national  existence.  I  use  the  term  independent  advisedly, 
and  I  do  so  because  I  cannot  admit  that  British  America  has  no 
national  existence.  It  is  part  and  j)arcel  of  an  empire,  certainly  not 
inferior  to  any  other  in  the  world,  and  its  people  are  entitled  to  claim 
the  protection  of  that  empire,  and  to  participate  in  all  the  advantages 
of  British  subjects  equally  with  any  other  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects.  It  has  already,  then,  a  national  existence  ;  and  Mr.  Howe 
admits  that  this  is  accompanied  with  a  degree  of  freedom  unsur- 
passed elsewhere, — he  says,  "  The  very  tone  of  this  debate  pro- 
*'  claims  Nova  Scotia  a  free  country  ;  and  that,  whatever  we  may 
«'  lack,  we  have  the  first  best  gift  of  God  to  man, — freedom  of  thought, 
"  o^  speech,  and  of  public  discussion.  The  people  of  this  country 
('  select  every  public  officer  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  either 
"  directly  or  by  their  representatives,  with  one  single  exception.  The 
"  Lieut.-Governor  alone  is  appointed  by  the  Imperial  Government. 
"  We  have  more  power  over  those  who  manage  our  affairs  than  they 
*'  have  in  England,  where  the  Peers  are  permanent — the  Crown 
**  hereditary.  Our  people,  in  their  Town  meetings,  do  their  local 
"  business — this  Legislature  forms  the  Administration  and  sustains 

it.  We  are  as  free  as  any  people  in  Europe,  Asia,  or  Africa  ;  and 
"  as  for  America,  I  believe  the  principles  of  the  British  constitution 
"  secure  a  sounder  state  of  rational  freedom  than  the  constitution  of 
"  the  Republic." 

With  such  advantages,  then,  what  object  is  to  be  attained  by  an 
independent   existence?    What   are   the  grievances  existing  under 
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the  present  colonial  system,  for  which  a  remedy  is  required.  I 
have  examined  Mr.  Howe's  speech  with  the  greatest  attention  in 
order  to  discover,  if  possible,  the  grounds  of  his  discontent,  and  to 
consider  whether  similar  grievances  are  felt  in  Canada.  The  first 
allusion  that  I  find  to  the  importance  of  Imperial  Representation 
is  the  assertion  in  page  46  that  the  question  of  reciprocal  trade 
with  the  United  States  "  would  have  been  settled  long  ago  if  North 
"  America  had  a  voice  in  the  making  of  treaties,  and  in  the  discus- 
*'  sions  of  the  Imperial  Parliament."  This  is  mere  assertion.  Mr. 
Howe  must  prove  that  obstacles  were  placed  in  the  way  of  the 
treaty  by  the  Imperial  Government.  I  have  had  at  least  as  good  an 
opportunity  as  Mr.  Howe  of  forming  an  opinion  on  this  subject.  I 
made  several  visits  to  Washington  while  negotiations  were  pending, 
and  I  was,  for  some  years,  in  communication  both  with  Sir  Henry 
Lytton  Bulwer  and  Mr.  Crampton.  The  principal  cause  of  the  fail- 
ure of  former  negotiations,  it  is  well  known,  arose  from  the  refusal  of 
the  Imperial  Government  to  treat,  unless  the  coal  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Nova  Scotia  were  included  in  the  free  list.  It  is  clear 
from  another  passage  in  the  speech  which  I  may  as  well  notice  in  the 
same  connection,  that  if  Nova  Scotia  had  been  consulted,  instead  of 
the  treaty  being  "  settled  long  ago"  we  should  have  no  treaty  even 
now.  Referring  to  the  Fisheries,  then  the  subject  of  negotiation, 
Mr.  Howe  says :  "What  have  you  got  to  do  with  it?  What 
"  influence  have  you  ?  Who  represents  you  in  London  or  Washing- 
"  ton,  or  discusses  the  matter  in  your  behalf?"  There  is  much 
more  eloquence  on  the  same  subject  which  need  not  be  quoted,  the 
substance  being  that  if  ten  Nova  Scotians  had  seats  in  the  Imperial 
Parliament  the  treaty  giving  up  the  fisheries  would  never  have  been 
carried  out.  Let  this  grievance  be  fairly  examined.  The  British 
Possessions,  including  Nova  Scotia,  were  most  anxious  for  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  the  United  States.  The  terms  had  long  been 
a  subject  of  negotiation.  An  important  branch  of  the  question  was 
the  fisheries.  A  dispute  existed  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  as  to  the  right  to  fish  in  certain  waters,  and  in  other 
waters  regarding  which  no  dispute  existed,  American  fishermen, 
contrary  to  treaty  and  without  the  sanction  of  their  own  Government, 
were  in  the  habit  of  fishing,  frequently  with  the  connivance  and 
sanction  of  the  colonists  themselves,  with  whom  they  carried  on  a 
sort  of  contraband  trade.  The  Empire  had  to  send  a  fleet,  at  great 
expense,  to  protect  the  fisheries.      If  Nova  Scotia  or  British  North 
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America  had  had  an  "  independent  national  existen':e,"  unprotected 
b^  Great  Britain,  the  United  States  would  have  :nade  short  work, 
both  with  the  fisheries  and  the  navigation  of  tlie  St.  Lawrence,  to 
which  they  also  set  up  a  claim.  As  it  was,  England,  after  vain 
attempts  to  obtain  a  treaty  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  all  the  Pro- 
vinces, sent  on  a  special  mission  a  distinguished  nobleman  of 
pre-eminent  talent,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  question  in  all  its 
phases,  and  by  that  nobleman  a  treaty  was  effected  which  was  ratified 
almost  unanimously,  not  only  by  the  Imperial  Parliament,  but  by 
all  the  Colonial  Legislatures  interested,  and  also  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  I  know  of  no  previous  instance  in  which  a  treaty 
has  had  to  pass  through  such  an  ordeal.  Mr.  Howe,  no  doubt, 
imagines  that  the  Earl  of  Elgin  represented  Canadian  interests  at 
Washington,  as  he  asks  the  Nova  Scotians,  "  Who  represents  you 
*'  in  London  or  Washington,  or  discusses  the  matter  in  your  behalf  ?  " 
If  so,  he  is  mistaken.  The  Earl  of  Elgin  received  the  Queen's  com- 
mands through  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  and  took  his  instructions  from  him,  and  not  from  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  There  was  no  preference  given  to  the 
interests  of  one  province  over  another,  although  a  most  unworthy 
jealousy  of  Canada  was  manifested  in  Nova  Scotia.  When  the 
Earl  of  Elgin  was  requested  to  undertake  his  important  mission,  it 
seemed  to  him  desirable  that  he  should  have  the  assistance  at 
Washington  of  some  member  of  each  of  the  respective  Governments 
of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  for  the  purpose 
simply  of  consultation  on  any  point  on  which  he  might  desire  advice, 
but  in  no  way  to  exercise  any  control  over  the  negotiations.  I 
happened  to  be  in  England  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  and 
his  Lordship  did  me  the  honour  to  require  me  to  accompany  him  to 
Washington.  He  wrote  in  good  time,  and  by  the  same  mail  to  Sir 
Edmund  Head,  then  Lieut.-Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  and  to 
Sir  Gaspard  Le  Marchant,  Lieut.-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  inform- 
ing them  of  the  time  of  his  departure,  and  probable  arrival  at  New 
York,  and  giving  each  of  them  the  opportunity  of  sending  a  member 
of  his  Government  to  meet  him.  Sir  Edmund  Head  acted  with 
promptitude,  and  the  Hon.-frW.  Chandler,  a  member  of  his  Govern- 
ment, joined  the  Earl  of  Elgin  at  New  York.  The  Lieut.-Governor 
of  Nova  Scotia  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  send  any  one,  and  conse- 
quently that  province  was  not  represented.  It  did  not  suffer  in  con- 
sequence.    As  on  former  occasions  "  Coal "  was  a  main  cause  of 
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difficulty,  and  the  insertion  was  obtained.     To  make  the  treaty  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  British  America,  the  free  registration  of  British 
ship])ing  should  have  been  included.     Canada  was  deeply  interested 
in   this  concession,  as  much  so,  I  should  imagine,  as  Nova  Scotia, 
The  i)rinci{)le  of  the  treaty  was  the  free  admission  of  raw  products. 
Ships,  most  assuredly,  do  not    come  under  that  category,  and  the 
American  negotiators  contended,  with  reason,  that  the  question  was 
surrounded  with  difficulties,  as  nearly  all  the  articles  used  in  ship 
building  were  subjected  to  duties  in  the   United  States,  and  so  many 
questions  would  arise  that,  by  the   insertion  of  such  an  article,  the 
success  of  the  treaty  would  be  endangered.   That  Lord  Elgin  effected 
all  that  it  was  possible  for  any  diplomatist  to  gain,  I  firmly  believe, 
and  I  had  good  opportunities  of  judging.     And  now  let  me  ask  Mr- 
Howe  whether,  in  sober  earnest,  he  believes  the  ten  Nova  Scotians 
in  the  Imperial  Parliament  could  have  prevented  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  satisfactory  to  the  other  provinces,  to  the  Mother  Country, 
and,  as  I  believe,  to  the  majority  of  the  Nova  Scotians  themselves. 
Were  the  people  of  England,  who  had  to  bear  the  expense  of  })ro- 
tecting  these  fisheries,  an  expense  much  greater  than  all  that  Nova 
Scotia  made  out  of  them,  to  have  no  voice  in  the  settlement  of  the 
question?     Were  the  other  provinces  to  lose  the  numerous  benefits 
conferred  by  the  treaty  owing  to  the  selfishness  of  a  single  colony  ? 
And  what  has   Nova  Scotia  lost  ?     The   exclusive  right  of  fishing, 
which  she  really  never  enjoyed,  because  it  is  notorious  that   the 
United  States  fishermen  have  for  years  gone  wherever  they  pleased, 
while  she  has  gained   the  free  admission  of  her  fish  into  the  best 
market  she  can  possibly  have,  into  a  country  with  a  population  of 
thirty  millions  of  people,  and  in  addition  to  this  the  free  admission 
of  her  coal  and  all  other  natural  products  (and  her  industry  is  only 
employed  in  obtaining  such,)  into  the  same  market.     Mr.  Howe  has 
not  hesitated  to   speak  freely  of  Canada  and  of  Canadians  in  his 
speech.     He  will  permit  me  to  express  my  opinion  as  to  the  course 
cf  the  Nova  Scotia  Government.     The  "  surrender  of  the  fisheries," 
it  was  well  known,  would  be  a  cheval  de  bataille  in   the  hands  of  the 
opposition  leaders.     The  Government  was  afraid  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  agreeing  to   the  treaty,  and  it  therefore  held  it  to  be  the 
safest  poHcy  to  keep  away  from  Washington,  to  let  matters   take 
their  course,  and,  when  the  treaty  was  effected,  to  make  a  great 
grievance  about  the  loss  of  their  fisheries,  to  abuse  the  Earl  of  Elgin 
and  the  Imperial  Government,  to  pass  the  Act  necessary  to  give 
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efl'cct  to  the  treaty  as  if  under  compulsion,  and  then  ciuietly  to  enjoy 
all  the  advantages  which  it  confers.  No  one  knows  better  than  Mr. 
Howe,  that  some  of  the  very  railroads  which  he  is  raising  money  in 
England  to  construct  are  principally  recpiired  to  carry  the  tratHc 
which  the  Karl  of  Elgin's  treaty  will  bring  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  Howe's  next  grievance  is  thus  stated; — "Does  any  man 
'*  believe  that  any  conij)any  would  have  mono])oliscd  for  thiriy  years 
"  the  mines  and  minerals  of  an  entire  province,  had  British 
"  America  been  represented  in  the  Imi)crial  I'arliamenl  ?  That 
"  monojioly  would  go  down  before  a  searching  investigation,  for  a 
*'  single  night,  in  the  House  of  Commons.  No  ministry  could 
"  justify  or  maintain  it."  If  this  grievance  be  really  so  a|)parent,  it 
is  most  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Howe  does  not  furnish  the  facts  to 
some  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  numbers  of  wliom,  I 
venture  to  assert,  would  be  only  too  glad  to  get  hold  of  a  case  that 
"  no  ministry  could  justify  or  maintain."  Or  if  the  subject  be  one 
to  which  only  a  Nova  Scotian  can  do  justice  there  are  other  expe- 
dients which  might  be  resorted  to.  Mr.  Howe  might  petition  and  ask 
to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  l)oth  Houses,  to  plead  the  cause  of  his 
country  against  the  monojjolists,  or,  what  would  be  belter  still,  he 
might  obtain  an  address  from  the  Nova  Scotia  Legislature  embody- 
ing die  grievance,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  judging  from  the  cours<e 
pursued  towards  Canada,  that  he  would  get  justice. 

But  I  must  not  dismiss  this  subject  without  a  few  more  observa- 
tions. 1  have  made  myself  sufficiently  actp  inted  with  the  "  Mines 
"and  Minerals  question"  in  Nova  Scotia  to  be  able  to  foini  an 
opinion  on  its  merits.  During  the  period  when  the  territorial 
revenu'-  of  the  Crown  in  the  colonies  was  managed  under  the 
authority  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  colonies,  and  the  treasury, 
and  without  the  concurrence  of  any  provincial  authorities,  certain 
leases  of  mines  and  minerals  were  granted.  A  large  quantity  of 
land  was  conceded  without  any  reservation  (or,  if  any,  the  pret  ious 
metals  alone),  while  in  all  other  concessions  the  reservations  were 
made.  I  have  always  understood  that  there  is  abundance  of  coal 
and  iron  in  the  tract,  in  which  there  is  no  reservation,  but  if  so,  no 
capital  was  employed  in  developing  this  source  of  wealth.  Nova 
Scotians  manifested  no  desire  to  lease,  and  it  became  evident  that 
a  large  capital  was  required,  which  could  not  be  obtained  on  the 
s]30t.  1  may  say  that  two  companies  were  formed  in  London, 
though  one,  I  believe,  is  known  as  the  Duke  of  York's  Company,  the 
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origiiial  lease  having  been  obtained  tliri)iigh  the  instrumentality  and 
in  the  name  of  Mis  Royal  Highness  the  late  Duke  of  York.  The 
othiT  I  ompany  is  the  (Icnural  Mining  Association,  antl  it  has 
acfjuin.d  the  rights  of  the  former.  This  company  got  an  exclusive 
right  i>f  mining,  subject  to  a  certain  royalty,  and  with  the  condition 
that  it  must  o])en  up  mines  when  recpiired,  or  allow  others  to  do  so. 
I  h;nc  no  inclination  to  defend  the  terms  of  the  lease.  It  may  or 
may  lu  i  have  been  improvident.  It  was  no  doubt  believed  to  be 
neccs^aiy  to  give  very  great  encouragement  to  induce  capitalists  to 
work  the  mines.  I  have  to  deal  with  facts.  The  lease  was  given  by 
the  ]  roper  authorities  at  the  timi-,  to  parties  in  England.  These 
parties  applied  to  the  Nova  Scotia  Legislature  for  an  Act  of 
Incorporation,  without  which  they  could  hardly  have  conducted  their 
o])erat;()ns.  The  Legislature  passed  the  recpiired  Act,  and  they 
afteru  ards  obtained  a  Royal  Charter.  Cajutal  was  raised,  expensive 
machinery  sent  out,  and  mines  were  ojjened  and  worked.  For 
twenty  years  the  proprietors  of  stock  in  the  General  Mining  Associa- 
tion received  no  dividends  ;  of  late  they  have  divided  5  per  cent., 
and  tliL  shares  are  now  at  about  20  jier  cent,  discount.  \\'hen  the 
surreiuler  of  the  territorial  revenue  to  the  Province  in  exchange  for 
the  Civil  List  became  a  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  Imperial 
Govprimient  and  the  Nova  Scotia  Legislature,  the  latter  made 
certain  demands  regarding  these  mining  leases,  which  are  thus 
characterised  in  a  treasury  minute  dated  27th  June,  1S45: — 
"  Thchc  conditions  appear  to  my  lords  to  be  inconsistent  with 
"  engai^ements  entered  into  with  parties  who  have,  on  the  faith  of 
"  such  engagements,  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  the  j'rovince, 
"  either  in  the  purchase  of  property,  or  in  creation  of  establish- 
"  mcnts,  or  in  the  erection  of  machinery.  The  extent  of  this 
"  expenditure  has  been  detailed  in  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  the 
"  House  of  yVsseinbly  of  Nova  Scotia,  dated  2nd  March,  1839,  ^^"^ 
which  it  is  stated  that,  '  The  Committee  conceive  that  the  opera- 
tions of  the  General  Mining  Association,  so  far  as  they  have 
liaced  them  in  the  county  of  Pictou,  have  not  only  been  highly 
advantageous  to  the  Province  by  the  introduction  into  it  of  much 
science  and  skill, — the  erection  of  eleven  steam  engines, — the 
establishment  of  a  foundry,  on  an  extensive  scale,  where 
steam  machinery  may  be  i)repared  and  manufactured, — the 
"  '  creation  of  a  foreign  trade  in  coals,  which,  during  the  last  year, 
"  '  employed  307  sail  of  shipping,  and  may  be  indefinitely  extended, 


238  REMINISCENCES   IN   THE   LIFE   OF 

"  '  and  the  annual  expenditure,  in  the  midst  of  a  pojuilation 
"  '  employed  in  agriculture,  of  upwards  of  ;^5o,ooo,  and  to  the  town 
"  '  of  Neu  Glasgow  which  appears  to  have  trehlcd  in  size  during 
"  '  the  last  ten  years,  and  to  the  i)ersons  who  have  signed  the  peti- 
"  *  tion,  generally,  the  operations  of  this  Conij)any  would  appear  to 
"  '  have  been  a  blessing  and  a  benefit,  even  admitting  the  charge 
"  '  which  it  contains,  of  a  rise  in  the  price  of  fuel.  This  strong 
"  'opinion  the  Committee  are  bound  to  exj)ress,  for  while  they 
"  '  conceive  it  the  duty  of  this  Legislature  zealously  to  watch  over 
"  '  the  rights  of  individuals,  it  ought  in  a  new  country  to  favor  and 
"  *  encourage  the  introduction  and  employment  of  capital,  and  the 
"  '  protection  of  those  who  are  largely  extending  the  trade  and 
"  '  developing  the  resources  of  the  Province  from  unnecessary  inter- 
"  '  ruption  and  annoyance.'  " 

I  may  observe  that  this  report  is  signed  Joseph  Howe,  W.  Young, 

H.    Huntingdon,    E.    M.    Dodd,  and    H.    Bell.      The    Treasury 

minute  goes  on,  "To   depart  from  engagements   which   have  led  to 

'''  the  results  just  specified,   does  not  ajjpear  to  my  lords  (even  were 

"  it  in  their  power)  consistent  either  with   justice  or  i)olicy."     Mr. 

Howe  says,  in  his  late  speech,  "  I  yield  to  the  Association  all  I  have 

'  ever  said  in  its  favour.      I   would  do   it  justice  to-morrow  had  I 

'  power  to  do  it  injury,  but  I  do  believe  that  one  Nova  Scotian  within 

'  the  walls  of  Parliament  would  do  more  to    reclaim  our  natural 

'  rights    in    a    single    year,    than    this    Legislature    could    do   by 

'  remonstrances    in    seven."     I    have  already    quoted   his  remark, 

'  That  monopoly  would  go  down  before  a  searching  investigation 

*  for  a  single  night  in  the  House  of  Commons.     No  ministry  could 

'  justify  or  maintain  it."     Now  the  plain  meaning  of  Mr.  Howe's 

language,  notwithstanding  his  affectation  of  a  desire  to  do  justice, 

is  that  he  A'ould  deprive  the  General  Mining  Association  of  their 

lease  from    the    Crown  by    Act  of  Parliament.      And  how  is  this 

act    of  spoliation    to    be    effected?       "Here,"    says    Mr.    Howe, 

"  there   is  no  difference  of  opinion,  but  what  avails  our  unanimity, 

"  the  battle   is  to    be    fought   in  England,    but   here  (meaning,  I 

"  presume,  England)  it  never  is  fought,  and  never  will  be   until  we 

"  have   a  representation    in  Parliament,    or    until    the    Legislature 

"  votes  ;^S,ooo  for  a  luminous  agitation  of  the  question."     What 

an  alternative  !      So  in  this  most   difiicult  and  important  question 

the  vote  of  ^5, coo  by  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  to 

carry  on  a  "  luminous    agitation,"  would   prevent  the   necessity  of 


SIR    ril\J     :.i   IIINCKS,    K.C.M.G.,   c.n. 


239 


representation  in  the  Imperial  Parliament.  Surely  if  pul)lic  opinion 
were  very  strong  on  the  subject,  that  ;^5,ooo  would  have  been 
voted  long  since.  I  suspect  that  the  Nova  Scotians  are  not  as 
anxious  as  Mr.  Howe  would  have  us  believe,  for  a  "luminous  agita- 
tion "  of  any  colonial  question  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  own 
Province.  I  may  remark  that  there  have  been  questions  in  Canada 
just  as  perjjle.xing  as  that  of  Nova  Scotia  "  mines  and  minerals," 
and  when  I  reilect  that  in  one  Session  the  Seigniorial  and  C'lergy 
Reserves  questions  were  settled,  with  a  due  regard  to  jirivate  rigiits 
as  well  as  to  public  opinion,  I  can  hardly  doubt  that  Nova  Scotia 
can  solve  the  difficulty  regarding  her  mines  and  minerals  without 
resorting  to  an  "  indei)endent  national  existence." 

Mr.  Howe's  next  comjjlaint  is,  that  the  interests  of  the  colonies 
may  be  seriously  affected  by  the  decision  of  the  Mother  Country  to 
engage  in  war,  and  yet  they  are  not  consulted  on  the  subject.  It 
may  be  admitted,  as  a  possible  contingency,  that  the  Mother  Country 
might  engage  in  war  on  grounds,  which  would  be  deemed  insuflicient 
in  the  colonies,  and  that  if  the  property  of  the  latter  were  exposed 
to  injury  or  loss  in  consequence,  disaffection  might  ensue.  I  am, 
however,  of  opinion,  that  nothing  ca^^  be  more  unprofitable  than 
speculating  on  contingencies  which  may  never  arise.  It  is  a  far  more 
probable  contingency  that  the  Mother  Country  might  be  compelled 
to  engage  in  war  to  protect  one  of  her  colonies,  as  she  has  been 
lately  to  protect  an  ally  from  a  i)owerful  oppressor.  Mr.  Howe 
would  have  complained  bitterly  if  protection  had  been  withheld 
from  the  fisheries,  when  the  rights  of  the  colonies  were  menaced  ; 
and  yet,  with  how  much  more  justice  might  an  Englishman  complain, 
that  the  connection  with  the  colonies  might  subject  him  to  war 
taxation.  The  colonies  cannot  be  consulted  about  a  question  of 
war  because  they  contribute  nothing  to  the  expense  of  it,  and  would 
be  very  sorry,  in  my  opinion,  to  purchase  the  privilege  of  being  con- 
sulted at  the  price  of  bearing  a  just  share  of  the  burthen.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  here  that  the  last  war  with  the  United  States 
arose  from  a  dispute  on  a  question,  in  which  the  North  American 
Provinces  had  little  or  no  interest.  It  was  clear  that  the  Canadians 
would  be  the  principal  sufferers,  and  it  was  imagined  that  they  would 
be  too  glad  to  purchase  tranquillity  at  the  price  of  their  allegiance. 
But  the  result  proved  that  the  British  and  French  Canadians  rallied 
with  equal  promptitude  round  the  national  standard,  and  that  the 
militia  of  the  Province,  with  very  little  assistance  from  the  regular 


. 


240 


REMINISCENCES   IN    THE    LIFE    OF 


army,  was  strong  enough  to  expel  the  invaders.  With  such  a 
precedent,  I  have  no  apprehension  that  the  rehitions  now  subsisting 
between  the  Mother  Country  and  the  colonies  would  be  disturiied 
by  the  engagement  of  the  former  in  a  just  war  ;  and  I  do  not 
believe  in  the  ])robability  of  its  engagement  in  an  unjust  one.  In 
the  ]>resent  great  struggle  all  the  sympathies  of  the  people  of  British 
America  are  with  the  Mother  Country  ;  and  I  have  never  heard 
even  a  whisper  of  complaint  that  they  were  precluded  from  sharing 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  Im])erial  Parliament. 

Mr.  Howe's  next  complaint  is,  that  British  Americans  have  but  a 
slight  chance  to  rise  in  the  army  or  navy, — "  their  brethren  at  home 
"  had  more  money  to  purchase  ;  they  had  all  the  Parliamentary 
''  interest  to  ensure  i)romotion."  Now,  even  if  this  were  true,  people 
who  i)ay  nothing  to  the  sup])ort  of  the  army  and  navy  would  liave 
no  just  cause  of  complaint  if  they  were  wholly  excluded  from  those 
services.  But  the  facts  in  this,  as  in  every  other  instance,  are 
wholly  against  Mr.  Howe.  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion in  which  it  would  be  obviously  most  improi)er  for  me  to  inter- 
fere, as  to  the  system  of  giving  commissions,  or  the  rules  of  promo- 
tion. It  it  alleged  by  many  that  the  influence  of  the  aristocracy,  as 
well  as  of  money,  is  too  powerful.  But  surely  Mr.  Howe  must 
perceive  that,  even  admitting  this  to  be  true,  it  bears  just  as  hardly 
on  the  large  clai'ses  in  the  United  Kingdom  who  contribute  to 
sujiport  the  army,  as  it  does  on  the  Colonists,  who  do  not.  Can 
Mr.  Howe  name  an  instance  in  which  a  young  Canadian  or  Nova 
Scotian,  desiring  to  enter  the  army  by  purchase,  has  been  even 
delayed  ?  And  how  many  instances  are  there  in  which  commissions 
have  been  given  without  purchase,  on  the  recommendations  of 
Governors?  My  well-founded  conviction  is  that,  so  far  from  labour- 
ing under  disadvantages  in  this  respect,  the  son  of  a  merchant 
in  Quebec,  Toronto,  or  Halifax,  could  get  more  influence  brought 
in  his  fLivour  than  a  young  gentleman  of  similar  pretensions  in 
Liverpool,  Glasgow,  or  Belfast.  The  British  Americans  now 
figluing  tiie  battles  of  their  country  in  the  Crimea  would,  I  am 
convinced,  indignantly  repudiate  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Howe,  that 
they  have,  as  colonists,  any  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  I 
venture  to  add  that  no  officers  in  the  service  are  performing  their 
duties  more  zealously. 

I  cannot  say  that  I  have  been  surprised  at  the  bitterness  of  Mr. 
Howe's  remarks  on  the  next   subject  of  comi)laint,  though  I  own  I 
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am   astonished  at  their  injustice.       Mr.  Howe  cannot  but  foci  that 
Nova  Scotia  has  come  out  of  the  Raihoad  .legotiations  in  anytliing 
but  a  creditable  manner,  and  he  has  accordingly  hurled  all  kiiuls  of 
accusations  against  others.     His  story  is  brietly  this  :    He  si)eni  six 
months  in  England  to  impress  his  views  on  Imperial  statesmen.     He 
had   a  noble  scheme   recjuiring  al)Out  ;^7, 000,000  to  carry  it  out. 
After  much  labour  the  Government  consented  to  give  the  guarantee 
required.     All  was  going  on  smoot'^.ly,   when  two  or  three  members 
of  the    Imperial  Parliament  took   a  fancy  to  add  to  the  cost  of  the 
roads  as  much  more  as  the  guarantee  would  have  saved.       It  was  the 
interest  of  these  members  that  the  guarantee  should  not  be  given. 
The  f;iith  of  England  was  violated,  and  "  the  answer  was  a  criticism 
"  on  a  phrase — a  quibble  u]ion  the  construction  of  a  sentence  which 
*' all  the  world  for  six  months  had  read  one  way."     Mr.  Howe  goes 
on  to  say  that  he  does  not  seek   to  penetrate  "  the  secret  history  of 
"this    wretched  transaction,"   that  "  enough  is  written  upon    stock 
"books,  and  in  the  records  of  Courts  in  Canada  to  give  us  the  pro- 
"  portions  of  that  scli.me  of  jobbery  and  corruption  by  which   the 
"  interests  of  British  America  were  overthrown,"  and  he  adds  that  if 
but  one  Nova  Scotian  could  have  stated  the  case  of  that  province 
before  six  hundred  English  gentlemen,  a  different  result  would  have 
ensued.     Such,  in  substance,  is  Mr.  Howe's  account  of  the  Railway 
Negotiation.     I  shall  state  as  briefly  as  possible  the  real  fiicts.     On 
Mr.  Howe's  return  from  his  mission  to  England,  to  impress  his  views 
u])on   Imperial   statesmen,   he  paid  a  visit    to  Toronto,  in  companv 
with  the  Hon.  -Jr  W.   Chandler,  of  New  I^runswick,  his  object  being 
to  induce  Canada  to  join  in  pledging  her  credit  for  a  loan  of  ;^7,ooo,- 
000,  to  be  expended  on  certain  railroads.     Mr.   Howe  succeeded  in 
convincing  the   members  of  the  Ciovernments  both  of  Canada  and 
New  Brunswick  that  Imperial  aid  was  to  be  given  to  certain  lines  of 
road,  and  an  agreement  was  arrived  at  as  to  the  terms  on  which  it 
was  to  be  accepted.     It  afterwards  turned  out  that  Mr.  Howe  had 
misunderstood  the  intentions  of  Earl  Grey,  and  it  is  proper  to  add 
that  it  was  not  from  the  text  of  his  Lordship's  despatch,  but  from  Mr. 
Howe's  interi)retation  of  it,  that  the  Canadian  Ciovernment  inferred 
those  intentions  to  be  of  a  more  extended  character  than  the  carrying 
out  of  Major  Robinson's  line  of  Railway  from  Halifax  to  Quebec  or 
Montreal.     Earl  Grey  has  declared   that    he   never    contenii)lated 
aiding  the  branch  line  in  New  Brunswick  to  connect  with  the  United 
States  ;  and   that  declaration  is,  to  my  mind,    conclusive.     1  have 


242  REMINISCENCES  IN  THE  LIFE  OF 

read  all  that  Mr.  Howe  has  published  on  the  subject ;  and  the  extent 
of  his  charge  against  Earl  Grey,  or,  perhaps,  I  should  rather  say  the 
Colonial  Office,  is  that  they  did  not  read  Mr.  Howe's  si)eeches  and 
letters  with  sufficient  attention,  and  were  wholly  unaware  that  he 
believed  them  to  be  committed  to  a  scheme  which  they  had  not 
entertained.  The  allegation  that  English  Members  of  Parliament 
were  interested,  and  interfered  to  prevent  the  Imperial  Loan,  is 
wholly  unfounded.  The  parties  referred  to  are  Sir  Morton  Peto,  Bart., 
and  Mr.  j-ickson,  M.P.,  both  of  whom,  long  afterwards,  became 
concerned  in  a  contract  for  building  Railways  in  Canada  and  New 
Brunswick.  I  shall  not  affect  to  conceal  that  there  is  a  covert  charge, 
or  rather  insinuation,  against  myself,  one  which  I  am  as  ready  to  meet 
in  England  as  I  have  been  in  Canada. 

Earl  Grey's  repudiation  of  all  Mr.  Howe's  promises  made  on  his 
Lordship's  behalf  in  Canada  and  New  Brunswick  took  the  colonies 
by  surprise.  It  is  ascribed  to  "  jobbery  and  corruption."  Mr.  Howe 
ought,  however,  to  have  refreshed  his  memory  before  committing 
himself  to  accusations  which  he  will  find  it  impossible  to  substantiate. 
At  the  time  that  Earl  Grey  announced  that  Mr.  Howe  had  misunder- 
stood him,  I  had  never  had  any  communication,  direct  or  indirect, 
with  either  Sir  Morton  Peto,  Mr.  Jackson,  or  any  other  Contractor, 
on  the  subject  of  this  Railway.  Canada  had  in  no  way  interfered  in 
the  negotiations,  beyond  assenting  to  propositions  made  by  Nova 
Scotia,  and  which  it  became  impossible  to  carry  out,  owing  to  the 
refusal  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  sanction  the  arrangements 
made  by  Mr.  Howe.  That  gentleman  no  doubt  felt  himself  in 
rather  a  humiliating  position,  as  is  manifest  by  the  following  extract 
from  his  report  to  the  Lieut.-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  under  date  nth 
December,  185 1, — "  That  I  have  read  that  despatch  with  regret  and 
"  deep  mortification,  I  cannot  conceal  from  your  Excellency.  That 
"  in  a  question  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  success  of  the  policy  of 
"  which  I  have  been  the  advocate,  I  have  misunderstood  the  views 
"  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  for  six  months  have  misrepre- 
"  sented  them  to  all  British  America,  is  as  apparent  from  that 
"  despatch,  as  that  much  time  has  been  wasted  in  an  unavailing 
"  attempt  to  ripen  a  scheme  of  improvement  which  must  now  fail  to 
"  the  ground. 

"  While  I  do  not  shrink  from  the  full  weight  of  the  responsibility 
"  which  this  despatch  throws  on  me,  and  while  it  would  be  unfair  to 
"  disgui:ie  from  your  Excellency  for  a  moment  the  inevitable  ecu- 
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"  sequences  of  the  decision  which  it  communicates,  I  am  now  only 
"  solicicous  that  your  Excellency  should  be  convinced  that,  how- 
"  ever  I  may  have  misinterpreted  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
"  ernment,  I  have  acted  throughout  with  candour  and  good  faith." 
Mr.  Howe,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  above  extract,  was  in  1851  "only 
"  solicitous  "  to  convince  the  Lieut. -Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
the  Imperial  Government  that  he  had  himself  acted  in  "  candour 
and  good  faith."  There  was  then  no  imputation  on  "  Members  of 
"  the  Imperial  Parliament,"  no  charge  of  "jobbery  and  corruption 
"  in  Canada."  On  the  contrary,  there  was  a  distinct  and  candid 
acknowledgment  that  Mr.  Howe  had  "  misunderstood  the  views  of 
"  Her  Majesty's  Government,"  and  had  for  "  six  months  misrepre- 
"  sented  them  to  all  British  America."  While  declaring  that  he 
would  not  "  shrink  from  the  full  weight  of  responsibility  "  thrown 
u{Jon  him  by  the  despatch,  Mr.  Howe  thinks  it  would  be  unfair  to 
"  disguise  "  from  the  Lieut.-Governor  the  inevitable  consequences 
"  of  the  decision  "  which  it  communicates.  And  yet  in  185-  this 
same  Mr.  Howe  pretends  that  the  whole  scheme  was  upset  by  the 
influence  of  English  Members  of  Parliament  and  by  jobbing  in 
Canada,  although  no  Canadian  had  interfered  with  the  negotiations 
until  after  the  lapse  of  many  months.  Mr.  Howe  must  acknowledge 
that  he  was  not  made  the  subject  of  reproach  by  my  colleagues  in 
the  Canadian  Government  or  myself,  although  we  suffered  politically 
by  the  blunder,  and,  whoever  was  responsible  for  it,  we  clearly  were 
not.  As  there  was  no  use  in  attempting  to  change  Earl  Grey's 
determination  it  was  thought  desirable  to  try  whether  the  Provinces 
could  agree  on  any  scheme  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Imperial 
Government,  and  I  commenced  my  Railway  negotiations  early  in 
1852.  Accompanied  by  two  of  my  colleagues,  1  went  to  Frederic- 
ton,  hoping  that  Mr.  Howe  would  meet  us  there  to  confer  on  a 
scheme  which  had  originated  with  and  been  pressed  on  the  other 
Provinces  by  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  Howe  was  unable  to  meet  us,  and 
we  then  determined  to  go  on  to  Halifax,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Chan- 
dler of  New  Brunswick.  We  had  protracted  conferences  with  Mr. 
Howe  and  his  colleagues,  the  result  of  which  was  that,  after  a  vain 
effort  to  baffle  us,  they  agreed  to  a  scheme  to  be  jointly  recommended 
by  the  three  Provinces,  and  they  further  agreed  that,  on  the  4th  of 
March  ensuing,  a  member  from  each  of  the  Governments  should 
proceed  to  England  to  endeavour  to  carry  it  out.  In  proof  of  this, 
I  need  only  cite  the  followiiig  extract  from  Lieut.-Governor  Sir  John 
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Harvey's  despatch  to  Earl  Grey,  dated  3rd   March,  1852  : — T    am 
"  informed  that  it  is   contemplated   the  Provinces   shoulil  ])u   rejjre- 
"  sentcd  in  London  by  a  delegate  from  each,  and  that  Mr.  Ilincks 
"  will  repair  to  England  in  the  packet  to   sail  from  hence  on  the  4th 
"instant.     I  have  selected  the  Hon.   Mr.  Howe  to  represent  Nova 
"  Scolia,  and   he  will  quit  this,  in  comjjany  with   Mr.  Chandler,  as 
"  soon   as    the   Legislature   of    New     Brunswick    has     matured    its 
"  measures  on  this  imjjortant  subject."     The  despatches  of  the  Earl 
"  of  Llgin,  under  date  26ih  February,    1852,   and  of  Sir   Edmund 
Head,  of  the  23rd  March,  1852,  enclosing  copies  of  Minutes  of  the 
Executive  Councils  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  shew  that  a  clear 
miderstanding  existed  that  all  the  Provinces  were  to  be  represented 
in  London  by  delegates,  who  were  to  urge  on  Her  ALajesty's  Gov- 
ernment the   scheme  which  had  been  mutually  agreed  on.     On  the 
appointed  day  I  sailed  from   Boston,   and,  on  arriving  at  ILilifax, 
found  that  Mr.   Chandler  and  Mr.  Howe   would  be  delayed  a  fort- 
night, but  would  follow  in  the  next  steamer.     Mr.  Chandler  fulfilled 
his  promise,  but  Mr.  Howe  was  again  delayed,  as  he  said,  for  aiio'her 
fortnight.     Instead  of  keeping  his  third  appointment,  we  had  letters 
expressing  regret  for  his  delay,  with  a  positive  assurance  that   he 
would  follow  by  the  next  steamer  from  Halifax.    Meantime  a  change 
of  Government  had  taken  place  in  F.ngland,  and  the  whole  (piestion 
had  to  be  discussed  with  the  Earl  of  Derby  and  Sir  John  Pakington. 
I  have  been  blamed  by  many  for  acting  with  precipitatioi^  and 
rashness  in  these  negotiations.     It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  the 
misunderstandings    and   embarrassments    caused  by    Mr.    Howe's 
repealed  failures  to  fulfd  the  undertaking  of  the  Nova  Scotian  Gov- 
ernment.    I  was  detained  in   England  at  great  inconvenience,  and 
when  1  knew,  from  reliable  sources,  that  my  mission  would  be  fruit- 
less, and  at  last  almost   compelled  to  act  with  abruptness,  when  I 
found,  after  obtaining  an  interview  with  the   Earl  of  Derby,  for  Mr, 
Howe,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  myself,  on  a  day  when,  if  the  former  had 
fulfilled  his  promise,  he   would   have   been   in   London,   that   I  was 
doomed  to   further  disappointment, — Mr.  Howe  coolly  informed  us 
that  he  could  not   come  at  all.     The  only  excuse  ever  given  to  us 
was  the  pressure  of  an  election,  and  important  public  business.  The 
election,  however,  was  over  in  ample  time,  and  nothing  should  have 
prevented  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  from  fulfilling  its  pledge. 
Had  Mr.  Howe  been  unable  to  come  himself,  he  should  have  pro- 
cured the  services  of  one  of  his  colleagues,  or  of  some  other  person 
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worthy  of  the  confidence  of  his  Government,  and  duly  accredited 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary.  I  need  not  now  revive  discussion  on  the 
decision  of  Lord  Derby's  Government ;  I  shall  merely  avail  myself 
of  the  present  opportunity  to  explain  that  I  never  complained  of 
that  decision,  any  more  than  I  did  of  a  want  of  personal  courtesy 
towards  myself  by  Sir  John  Pakington.  What  I  did  complain  of 
was  fully  explained  at  the  time,  and,  being  foreign  to  the  present 
discussion,  is  not  worth  reverting  to.  All  that  I  desire  to  establish 
is,  that  when  Earl  Grey  declined  to  carry  out  Mr.  Howe's  scheme  I 
had  had  no  connection  of  any  kind  with  Railway  negotiations,  and 
that  when  I  was  connected  with  them  it  was  Lord  Derby's  Govern- 
ment which  refused  to  carry  out  the  new  scheme  agreed  to  by  the 
three  Provincial  Governments,  and  upon  grounds  which,  whether 
politic  or  not,  involved  no  breach  whatever  of  "  national  faith,"  or 
"  of  "  a  national  pledge."  Lord  Derby  simply  refused  the  Imperial 
guarantee  for  any  other  line  but  the  one  recommended  by  Major 
Robinson,  and  advocated  by  Nova  Scotia  up  to  that  time,  and, 
moreover,  the  one  approved  of  by  Mr.  Howe,  though,  in  order  to 
obtain  unanimity,  he  was  compelled  to  assent  to  another  proposition. 
I  confess  that  it  seems  difficult  to  acquit  Mr.  Howe  of  having  acted 
in  bad  faith  to  Canada  and  New  Brunswick.  The  Governments  of 
the  three  Provinces  had  been  negotiating  on  the  subject  of  the 
Railway  ;  Mr.  Howe  and  his  colleagues  broke  off  the  negotiation, — 
dissenting  from  the  views  of  the  Canadian  and  New  Brunswick  dele- 
gates. Under  the  strong  pressure  of  public  opinion,  manifested  by  a 
large  public  meeting  in  Halifax,  called  by  the  mayor,  on  a  most 
respectable  requisition,  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  yielded,  and 
I)lcdged  itself  to  co-operate  for  the  common  object,  and  to  send  a 
delegate  to  England.  It  failed  to  fulfil  this  pledge,  tacitly  with- 
drew from  the  negotiation,  and  left  Mr.  Chandler  .  \  myself  to  press 
upon  the  Imperial  Government  a  measure  which  we  well  knew  was 
most  unfavourably  looked  on.  It  will  not  be  pretended,  even  by 
Mr.  Howe,  that  Sir  Morton  Peto  or  Mr.  Jackson  exercised  any  infiu- 
ence  on  Lord  Derby's  Government,  and  I  may  further  add  that  they 
could  have  had  no  interest  in  preventing  the  guarantee.  My  own 
opinion  from  the  first  was,  that  as  the  money  for  the  Railway  would 
have  to  be  furnished  by  England,  under  any  circumstances,  it  was 
most  desirable  to  secure  its  construction  by  eminent  English  con- 
tractors. That  opinion  had  been  communicated  both  to  my  col- 
leagues and  to  the  Governor-General,  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  before  1  knew 
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of  the  decision  of  the  Imperial  Government ;  and  I  had  obtained 
authority  to  request  Messrs.  Peto  and  Co.  to  undertake  the  neces- 
sary surveys,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  to  a  contract.  I  have  now,  I 
submit,  conii)letely  disproved  Mr.  Howe's  charge,  that  the  Imperial 
loan  of  £7,000,000  was  prevented  by  "  jobbery  and  corruption," 
or  that  one  Nova  Scoiian  in  Parliament,  even  had  that  one 
been  Mr.  Howe  himself,  could  have  obtained  it.  T  shall  not,  how- 
ever, leave  the  case  here.  Were  Mr.  Howe's  serious  charge  true,  I 
have  shewn  that  it  could  have  had  no  bearing  whatever  on  the  loan 
of  ;^7,ooo,ooo,  unless,  indeed,  Lord  Derby  and  Sir  John  Pakington 
were  accomplices  with  the  Contractors  and  myself  But  I  cannot 
allow  Mr.  Howe  to  insinuate  a  charge  against  myself  personally, — 
which,  having  been  more  openly  made  elsewhere, — I  will  not 
affect  to  misunderstand.  The  insinuation  is  conveyed  in  the  words  : 
"  Enough  is  written  upon  stock  books  and  in  the  records  of  courts 
"  in  Canada  to  give  us  the  proportions  of  that  scheme  of  jobbery 
"  and  corruption."  It  is  untrue  that  one  word  is  written  "in  the 
•*  records  of  courts  in  Canada,"  having  relation  to  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  ;  and  the  allusion  to  stock  books  has  reference  to  a  base 
and  unfounded  allegation  that  I  had  been  bribed  with  ;^5o,ooo 
stock  to  give  a  contract  to  Messrs.  Peto  and  Co.  The  charge  has 
been  fully  investigated  by  select  committees  of  either  House  of  the 
Canadian  Parliament,  and  entirely  disproved.  Had  it  been  true,  it 
Is  obvious  that  the  sufferers  would  have  been  the  Company,  the 
Directors  of  which  are  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  facts,  and  have 
been  aware,  fom  the  first,  that  the  attacks  against  me  were 
conceived  in  lalsehood  and  malice.  But  Mr.  Howe  has  himself 
been  subjected  to  similar  attacks,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  have 
been  the  last  man  to  insinuate  charges, — of  the  truth  of  which  he 
has  no  evidence  whatever, — on  the  authority  of  partisan  newspapers. 
I  have  perhaps  devoted  too  much  attention  to  this  Railroad  ques- 
tion, and  shall  therefore  pass  on  to  Mr.  Howe's  next  grievance  : 
"  Ocean  steamers  carry  British  mails  past  British  provinces,  to 
'-  reach  their  destination  through  a  foreign  state."  This  is  the 
charge.  One  would  imagine  that  the  Nova  Scotians  might  be 
satisfied,  without  inconveniencing  not  only  the  United  States,  but 
England  and  Canada,  oftener  than  once  a  fortnight.  That  is  a 
grievance  that  thr  e  will  be  very  little  sympathy  with  anywhere  but 
in  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  remedy  is  a  simple  one,  viz., — let  Nova 
Scotia  provide  ocean  steamers  for  herself;  Canada  is  experimenting 
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in  that  way,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  succeed  whenever  we  have 
a  restoration  of  peace.  Mr.  Howe  likewise  complains  of  the 
Imperial  policy  regarding  emigration.  I  am  not,  however,  aware 
that  the  colonies  are  restricted  from  adopting  any  means  to 
encourage  immigration  which  they  may  think  expedient ;  and 
certainly  they  have  no  right  to  complain  of  measures  adopted  by  the 
Imperial  authorities  out  of  their  own  resource:. 

]\Ir.  Howe's   final  grievance   and   the  one  which  has  called  forth 
his  greatest    eloquence  is,  that  there  is  no  field  for  ambition  in  the 
colonies.     He  says  :     "  Sir,   I  do  not  envy  our  neighbours  in  the 
"  United  States  their  country,   their  climate,  or  their  institutions  ; 
"  but  what  I   do  envy  them  is,  the  boundless  field  of  honourable 
"  ambition   and  rivalry,  in  which  the  poorest  man  in  the  smallest 
"  State  may  win,  not  merely  colonial  rank   and  ])osition,  but  the 
"  highest  national  honours."     Mr.  Howe  is  of  opinion,  and  there  I 
shall  assuredly  not  contradict  him,  that  in  the  colonies  are  to  be 
found  men  equal  in  every  respect  to  those  who,  in  the  United  States, 
become  "  Senators,  Foreign  Ambassadors,  Governors,  Secretaries  of 
"  State,  Commanders  of  Squadrons,  or  Leaders  of  Armies."     And 
then  he  declares  that  his  "  heart  sinks  when  he  thinks  of  what  British 
"  America  has  to  offer."     For  my  own  part,  I  feel  more  inclined  to 
view  the  picture  in  another  light.     My  own  career  has  been  in  some 
respects    similar   to    that   of  Mr.    Howe.      I   do    not   regard  with 
envy  the  classes  referred  to  by  him,  nor  do  I  acknowledge  any 
superiority  in  their  position  over  my  own.     But  it  is  strange  that  M  r, 
Howe  should  fail  to  contrast  his  situation,  as  I  do  mine,  with  that 
of  men  in  England,  with  our  advantages  such  as  they  are,   who 
have  had  no  such  field  for  their  ambition.      It  is  surely  some  satis- 
faction that  we   can  continue   British   subjects   and  enjoy    British 
institutions,  and  at  the  same  time  attain  the  standing  which  we  have 
both  won.     And  I  cannot  help  adding,  as  a  native  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  that  while  in  a  British  colony  I  have  reached  the  highest 
object  of  ambition,  my  chances  of  political  distinction  in  the  United 
States  would  have  been  small  indeed.     But   what  means  Mr.  Howe 
by  saying  : — "  I  will  live  under  no  Hag  with  a  brand  of  inferiority  to 
"  the  other  British  races  stamped  upon  my  brow."     Is  this  becoming 
language  for  a  man   who  has    attained  the  highest  position  in  the 
Government  of  his  native  province  ?     Mr.   Howe  in  his  aspirations 
after  a  new   state  of  political   existence,  in  order  to  obtain  a  larger 
field  for  his  ambition,  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  all  independeiit 
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States  are  not  on  a  level.  There  are  European  kingdoms  which 
stand  much  lower  in  estimation  than  the  North  American  provinces, 
which  Mr.  Howe  affects  to  think  are  treated  with  so  liule  consider- 
ation. My  own  calm  and  deliberate  conviction  is,  that  the  British 
provinces,  under  their  present  constitutions,  present  as  fair  a  field 
for  an  ambitious  man  as  they  could  do  under  any  other  circum- 
stances. It  is  true,  that  were  the  provinces  formed  into  states  and 
united  with  the  Great  American  Federation,  their  public  men  might 
compete  for  a  few  higher  prizes  than  they  can  do  now.  But  it  must 
be  recollected  that  the  value  of  the  prizes  more  within  their  reach 
would  be  seriously  diminished.  A  Canadian  minister  occupies  a 
much  higher  position  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  than  a  secretary  in 
Michigan  or  Illinois.  All  the  local  prizes  would  be  detoriorated  in 
value,  and  the  probability  of  obtaining  any  of  the  others  would  be 
small.  And  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  our  present  connection, 
the  still  higher  prizes  to  be  gained  in  England  are  not  beyond  our 
reach.  When  Mr.  Howe  alleges  that  the  colonies  have  never  sup- 
plit'd  even  an  Under  Secretary  of  State,  he  may  be  literally  correct  ; 
but  an  office  of  equal  rank  and  importance  was  recently  filled  up  by 
a  gentleman  who  though  an  Englishman  by  birth  had  resided  several 
years  in  a  colony,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  Mr.  Howe  him- 
self from  transferring  his  talents  to  the  E^nglish  arena,  should  he  be 
of  opinion  that  Nova  Scotia  affords  too  limited  a  field  for  their  dis- 
play. 

1  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Howe  can  make  much  of  his  "  brand  of 
inferiority,"  as  illustrated  by  there  being  no  colonist  in  the  British 
Ministry  ;  and  he  might  easily  have  furnished  a  better  illustration 
than  the  one  given  of  the  court  paid  to  strangers  from  the  United 
States  in  preference  to  those  from  the  colonies.  It  so  happens  that 
the  precedence  given  in  passing  passengers'  baggage  to  "  bearers  of 
despatches  "  applies  equally  to  all,  as  I  can  assert  from  personal  know- 
ledge ;  and  if  Mr.  Howe  experienced  the  discourtesy  of  which  he 
complains  it  must  have  been  owing  to  accident  and  not  to  the  system. 
The  Massachusetts'  cotton  spinner  in  the  diplomatic  box  was  doubt- 
less the  American  minister  himself,  the  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence.  I 
hardly  think  it  fair  to  dwell  seriously  on  this  topic,  for  Mr.  Howe  was 
probably  indulging  in  a  joke,  although  assuredly  the  tenor  of  his  re- 
marks is  anything  but  mirthful.  I  am  well  aware  that  Mr.  Howe's 
observations  on  this  topic  will  be  rather  popular  in  the  North  American 
colonies.     There  is   no  doubt  a  prevailing  impression,  whether  well 
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or  ill  founded,  that  colonists  receive  very  little  attention  in  England, 
and  that  marked  courtesy  is  extended  towards  visitors  from  the  United 
States.  It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
conception on  this  point;  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  a  certain  degree 
of  inconvenience  is  felt  by  the  colonists,  owing  to  their  having  no 
representative  either  in  England  or  in  the  other  European  countries. 
This  is  felt  more  particularly  by  a  class  which  ought  to  receive  every 
encouragement.  I  mean  ])ersons  in  easy  circumstances  who  travel 
for  instruction  and  amusement.  It  is  believed — whether  justly  or 
not  I  am  who'ly  unable  to  say — that  persons  of  this  class  from  the 
United  States,  enjoy  many  social  advantages  through  the  agency  of 
the  various  American  ministers  stationed  in  Euroj:)e  ;  and  this  impres- 
sion seems  to  be  shared  by  a  very  enlightened  author  who  travelled 
a  few  years  ago  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  Mr.  Seymour  Trem- 
enhere,  who,  in  his  admirable  work,  "  Notes  on  the  United  States  and 
Canada,"  thus  refers  to  the  subject : — 

"  Again,  when  a  citizen   of  the  United  States,  of  no  great   mark 
"  perhaps  in  his  own  country,   comes    to    this,  he  naturally  feels  a 
"  desire  to  see,  if  he  has  the  slightest  pretensions  to  be  admitted  into 
"  it,   something  of  the  remarkable   society  congregated  at  a  certain 
"  season  of  the  year  in  the  metropolis.      He  has  the  minister  of  his 
"  ort'n  country  to  apply  to ;  and    accordingly  the  inhabitant   of  the 
"  smallest  State  of  the  Union,  or  of  the  most  distant  city  in  the  great 
"valley  of  the  Mississippi  has  a  ready  mode  of  access,  if  it  be  meet 
"  that  he  should  have  it,  to  some  portion  at  least  of  that  distinguished 
"  society.     I  heard  it  frequently  asked  in  Canada,   '  Why  should  die 
"  '  inhabitant  of  Maine,   Vermont,  or  New  Hampshire   be  better  off 
'"  in  thai  respect,  wht.x  he  visits  England,  than  an  inhabitant  of  Can- 
"'  ada  and  a  subject  of  the  British  crown?'     '  Why  should  not  the 
"  '  rising  men  of  the  colonies,  on  temporary    visits  to  England,  have 
"  '  opportunities  of  being  properly  introduced  at  the    House  of  the 
"  '  representatives  of  their  colony  in  London.'     One  of  the  most  pain- 
"ful  results  of  a  separation  from  this  country  would  then  be  obviated, 
"  that  of  cutting  off,  to  so  great  an  extent,  the  opportunities  of  social 
"  acquaintance    and   intercourse     with    the    best    men  of  the  day. 
"  Were  the  option  given  to  Canada,    the  first   in  importance  "of  our 
"colonies,  there  would  be  little  doubt,  I  a[)prehend,  of  her  soon  finding 
"  fit  men  to   represent  her ;  and  as    little,  it  may  fairly  be  expected, 
"  that  her  Legislature  would  consult  its  own  dignity   in  assigning  to 
"  him  an  income  befitting  his  station  among  the  leading  persons  of 
"  this  country." 
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I  believe  that  the  suggestion  thrown  out  liy  Mr.  Tremenlier 
would  afford  the  means  of  removing  all  just  ground  of  comi)Iaint  on 
the  part  of  colonists  that  their  n<'ighl)Ours  in  the  United  States  liad 
advantages  superior  to  thcni,  and  I  am  convinced  that  no  obstacle  to 
any  arrani;emcnt  of  the  kind  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  by  the 
Imperial  Government,  'i'he  doubt  is  whether  any  of  the  colonies,  or 
the  whole  united,  would  be  willing  to  meet  the  necessary  ex]5ense  ; 
and  it  must  be  clear  that  if  they  would  not,  there  can  be  no  grievance 
of  any  great  importance. 

Having  now  considered  in  e  :  il  t  e  several  i)oints  nri^ri-d  by  Mr. 
Howe  in  support  of  his  unauthorised  dema  d  f  t  a  change  in  the 
Constitutions  of  the  North  American  colonies,  and  having  proved,  I 
think  satisfactorily,  that  there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  discontent,  it 
cannot  be  necessary  to  discuss  at  much  length  the  various  schemes 
which  he  has  suggested  as  ubstitutes  for  representation  in  the  Im- 
perial Parliament,  and  especially  as  none  of  them  meet  with  Mr. 
Howe's  approval.  The  first  of  thc^e  is  "  annexation  to  the  United 
Stales;"  and  though  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  Mr.  Howe  is  of  opinion 
that  the  advocates  of  this  measu  have  powerful  arguments  in  their 
favour,  I  must  be  satisfied  that  ''  there  are  other  considerations  which 
would  deter  him  from  any  thought  of  annexation.  "  A  federal 
union  of  the  provinces  Mr.  Howe  sees  many  objections  to.  Were 
such  a  union  effected,  it  must  be  ol)vious  that  the  powers  given  to  the 
federal  Government  must  be  taken  away  from  the  local  Governments. 
This  would  cause  discontent,  d,  moreover,  the  people  would  never 
be  satisfied  to  pay  the  expense  of  double  Governments  and  I^egisla- 
tures.  So  long  as  the  colonies  are  protected  by  En<zland  federation 
is  unnecessary ;  and  should,  unfortunately,  that  connection  cease,  Mr. 
Howe  may  rest  assured  that  there  will  be  no  second  federal  system 
in  North  America,  unless  indeed  it  be  brought  about  by  a  separation 
between  the  free  and  Slave  States. 

I  have  only  t'  repeat,  in  conclusion,  that  believing  as  I  do  that  the 
present  colonial  system  is  all  that  can  be  reasonably  desired,  aad 
that  the  grievances  stated  by  Mr.  Howe  have  no  existence,  I  think  it 
much  to  be  regretted  that,  :a  a  time  when  public  attention  is  absorbed 
with  questions  of  paramount  importance,  there  should  be  even  a 
whisper  of  discontent  from  the  colonies,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  Mr. 
Howe  would  have  advanced  the  interests  of  Nova  Scotia  much  more 
by  displaying  her  great  resources,  and  the  stability  of  her  institutions 
than  by  inducing  people  in  England  to  believe  that  she  aspires  after 
an  independent  national  existence. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


THE    HINCKS-MORIN    ADMINISTRATION. 


Before  proceeding  further  in  my  notices  of  the  various  measures  in 
the  carrying  of  which  I  took  part,  I  think  it  convenient  that  I 
should  give  an  account  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  Administration  in  the  year  1851.  The  Session  which 
was  held  during  that  year  was  the  last  of  the  third  Parliament  of 
United  Canada.  'I'he  Court  of  Chancery  had  been  recently  remod- 
elled by  an  Act  introduced  by  Attorney-General  Baldwin,  and  which 
is  in  force  at  the  present  day,  although,  i)robably,  amended  in  minor 
details.  When  first  established,  there  was  a  single  judge,  while,  by 
Mr.  Baldwin's  Act,  there  were  three,  a  Chancellor  and  two  Vice-Chan- 
cellors.  Mr.  William  Lyon  Mackenzie  and  several  Reformers,  who 
occasionally  followed  his  lead,  had  always  been  hostile  to  the  Court 
and  soon  after  his  election  for  the  County  of  Haldimand  he  brought 
forward  a  proposition  for  its  abolition,  which,  to  the  suri)rise  of  the 
Ministers,  was  supported  by  the  Conservative  members  of  the  House, 
although  when  the  same  party  obtained  power,  some  three  years 
later,  its  leaders  never  attempted  to  carry  their  proposal  into 
effect.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  aid  which  they  rendered  to 
Mr.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  can  only  be  looked  on  as  a  factious  attempt  to 
embarrass  the  Government,  and  which  was,  unfortunately,  but  too 
successful.  A  majority  of  the  Upper  Canadian  members  voted  for 
the  abolition  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  1851,  although,  between 
that  and  1884,  I  am  unaware  that  any  similar  proposal  has  been 
made.  The  vote  led  to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  not,  how- 
ever, on  the  principle  of  its  being  necessary  to  have  "  a  double 
majority,"  but  because  he  found  himself  abandoned  by  a  large  number 
of  the  members  of  the  legal  profession.  His  advice  to  his  colleagues 
from  Upper  Canada  was  to  remain  in  the  Government.  About  this 
time  the  leader  of  the  Government,  Mr.  Lafontaine,  took  a  step 
which  caused  serious  embarrassment.  He  announced  in  his  place  in 
the  House  his  intention  of  withdrawing  from  public  life  after  the 
close  of  the  Session.  Let  it  be  imagined  for  one  moment  what  the 
consequences  to  the  party.  pporting  the  present  Government  in 
Canada,  would  be  if  Sir  Join^  Macdonald  were  to  announce  in  his 
place  his  intention  of  retiring  from   public  life  after  the  close  of 
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thf  Session.  But  two  other  circumstances  have  to  be  borne  in  mind  : 
first,  that  a  general  election  was  about  to  take  place,  and,  secondly, 
that  the  Liberal  party  was  on  the  verge  of  that  disruption,  v.  'mcIi  took 
place  soon  afterwards.     It  was  well  known  that  Mr.  Rolph  and  Mr. 
Malcolm  Cameron  were  opposed  to  the  Government,  and  they  were 
ably  supi)orted  by  their  organ,  the  North  American,  then  controlled, 
and  I  believe  edited,  by   the  Hon.   Wm.   Macdougall.     The    Globe, 
edited  by  the  late   Hon.   George  Brown,  which  had  been   from  the 
period  of  the   formation   of  the    Ministry  its   recognized  organ   in 
Toronto,  scarcely  concealed  its  disaffection  after  Mr.  Brown's  defeat 
in  Haldimand  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Mackenzie,  who  had  also  a  following  of 
his  own,  and  who  had  just  succeeded  in  ejecting  Mr.  lialdwin,  the 
recognized  leader  of  the  Liberals,  from  office.     Such  was  the  position 
of  the   Upper  Canada  Liberal  party  when  Mr.  Lafontaine  made  an 
announcement,  for  which  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  a  precedent. 
It  is  a  fact  within  the  knowledge  of  many  living  men   that  active 
negotiations  were  constantly  taking  place  between  leading  Reformers 
belonging   to  the    different  sections,   to  which  1  have  referred — the 
avowed  object  having  been  to  restore  harmony.     I  was  myself  in  a 
peculiarly  embarrassing  position.     I  was  the  senior  member  of  the 
Administration  from  Upper  Canada,  and  Mr.  Price  who  held  a  port- 
folio had  likewise  announced  his  intention  of  withdrawing  from   the 
Government  at  an  early  day.     Mr.   Lafontaine,  under  the  circum- 
stances which  I  have  stated,  did  not  fill  up  Mr.  Baldwin's  office,  and, 
except  Mr.  Sandfield  Macdonald,  who,  though  Solicitor-General,  was 
not  in  the  Cabinet,  my  only    colleague  was  the  Hon.  James  Morris, 
who  was  in  the  Legislative  Council,  and  who  had  very  recently  joined 
the  Government  as  Postmaster  General.     It   was  of  course  impos- 
sible for  any  one  to  judge  what  course  would  be  taken  by  the  Gover- 
nor-General when  Mr.  Lafontaine  should  formally  tender  his  resigna- 
tion.    As  a  new  election  was  about  to  take  place  His  Excellency 
might  have  selected  his  first  Minister,  either  from  Lower  Canada  or 
from  Upper  Canada  Conservatives,  or  from  any  one  of  the  various 
sections   under  which  the  Reformers  were   ranged.     I  was  not  only 
the  senior  member  of  the  Cabinet  after  Mr.  Lafontaine's  resignation, 
but  the  wing  of  the  Reformers  to  which  I  belonged  had  been  in  cor- 
dial alliance  with  the  great  majority  of  the  Lower  Canada  Represen- 
tatives, who  were  strongly  opposed  to  the  other  sections,  to  which  I 
have  already  referred.     It  was  naturally  expected,  after  Mr.  Lafon- 
taine's public  announcement  of  his  determination  to  resign  after  the 
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Session,  that  he  would   <arry  it  speedily   into  effort.     'I'hc  Session 
closed  on  30th  August,  1H51,  but  no  sign  was  made  by  the  leader  of 
the  (lovernment,  who  had  then  taken  up  his  residence  in  Montreal. 
After  waiting  several  weeks,  during  which  the   parly  was  getting  into 
a  state  of  disorganization,  without   it  being  in   our  power  to  take  a 
single  step  to  restore  harmony,  Mr.  Morris  and  I  came  to   the  deter- 
mination  to  tender  our  resignations,  which  we  did   forthwith,  and 
this  of  course  led  to  the  immediate  breaking  uj)  of  the  Administratif)n, 
whereupon  the  Earl  of  KIgin  sent  for  me  and  entrusted  me  with  tiie 
task  of  forming  a  new  one.     I  at  once   put  myself  in  communicaticm 
with    Mr.    Morin,   who   had  been  Speaker  of  the    House  in  the  last 
Parliament,  and  we  had   no  difficulty  in  agreeing  on  a  programme 
embracing  the  secularization  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  the   increase  of 
the  Representation,   the   extension  of  the  franchise,  tlie  abolition  of 
the  seigniorial  tenure,  the   extension  of  the  principle  of  election  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  the  encouragement  of  railway  enterprises. 
It  was  understood  that  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  (lov- 
ernment to  be  strengthened  in   the  House  of  Assembly.     For  some 
time,  indeed  more  than  a  year,  the  only  member  of  the  Administra- 
tion from  Lower  Canada  had  been  Mr.  I^afontaine  himself,  while  Mr. 
Morris  was  the  only  member  from  Upper  Canada  in  the  Legislative 
Council.     I  have  had  reason   to  believe   that  it  was   not  at  the  time 
clearly  understood  by  the  i)ul)lic  why  Mr.    xMorin  did  not  offer  port- 
folios to  Mr.  Lafontaine's  old  colleagues,  Mr.  Leslie  and  .\L-.  15ourret, 
and  it  seems  proper  to  explain   that  the  sole  cause  was  the  necessity, 
in  his     opinion,  of    obtaining    more    support    in    the     House    of 
Assembly.     Of  the  five  members  from   Lower  Canada  in  the  new 
Ministry  two, Messrs.  Caron  and  1  ache,  were  in  the  Council,  and  three, 
Messrs.  Morin,  Drummond  and  Young,  in  the  Assembly.     After  the 
explanation  I  have  already  given   of  the  state  of  the  Reform  party  in 
Upper  Canada  it  can  readily  be   imagined  that  my  task  was  not  an 
easy  one.     I  felt  the  absolute  necessity  of  making  an  effort  to  effect 
a  reconciliation  with  that  section  of  the   Reformers  who  had  been 
led,  without,  as  I  contend,  just  cause,  to  entertain  suspicions  as  to  the 
intentions  of  the  Government,  and  especially  in  regard  to  the  Clergy 
Reserves.     When  I  come  to  treat  that  (piestion  I   shall  explain  my 
views  more  fully.     Meantime  I  had  to  consider  the  best  mode  of 
filling  up  the  four  seats  at  my  disposal.     The  Hon.  James  Morris,  a 
member  of  the   Legislative  Council,  had  been  for  several  months  in 
the  Cabinet,  and  it  seemed  almost  a  matter  of  course  that  he  should 
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be  invited  lo  join  me,  and  he  was  tiie  first  to  whom  I  apph'ed.  Mr. 
Sanficld  Macdonald  had  been  SoHcitor  General  in  the  j)revious 
Administration,  and  was  likewise,  I  thought,  fairly  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  the  new  Cabinet ;  but  I  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  his  symjjathies  were  much  more  with  those  R<, formers  who 
Were  designated  '*  Clear  Grits  "  than  with  those  who  had  been  cortlial 
adherents  of  Mr.  lialdwin  and  myself  I  am  now  writing  my  own 
convictions  at  a  time  when  I  was  placed  in  the  responsible  jjosiiion 
of  having  to  form  a  Government,  and  I  frankly  admit  that, 
while  most  anxious  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  among 
Reformers,  I  was  deeply  imjjressed  with  the  conviction  that 
it  was  indispensably  necessary  that  I  should  have  at  least  one  ("ol- 
league  on  whose  cordial  support  1  could  i)lacc  imi)licit  reliance. 
I'here  were  at  that  time  three  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Ref  )rm 
party,  all  of  the  legal  profession,  who  had  enjoyed  the  entire  i<>n- 
fidence  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  and,  I  may  add,  of  the  Administration 
generally, — I  refer  to  Sir  \V.  B.  Richards,  the  late  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  late  Hon.  John  Ross,  and  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Mor- 
rison, at  present  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  of  Ontario.  In  all 
three  gentlemen  I  had  implicit  confidence,  and,  personally,  I  would 
have  been  satisfied  with  any  one  of  them  as  a  colleague,  but  I  was 
determined  to  have  at  least  one  colleague,  in  whom  I  had  perfect 
confidence.  I  have  not  referred  to  Mr.  Brown,  because,  owing  to 
the  course  which  he  luul  thought  it  his  duty  to  take,  it  would  have 
been  simply  impossible  to  have  obtained  the  concurrence  of  my 
Lower  Canadian  colleagues  to  his  ajipointment.  It  will  be  seen, 
before  I  close  these  remarks,  what  difficulty  I  had  in  effecting  tht 
arrangements  which  were  ultimately  agreed  upon.  My  first  choice 
fell  on  Mr.  Richards,  and  I  ought  to  add  that  my  feeling  was  so 
strong  as  to  the  importance  of  soliciting  his  co-operation  that  nothing 
would  have  induced  me  to  seek  the  support  of  those  who  had  been 
trying  to  destroy  the  Government  had  it  driven  me  into  neglecdng 
the  just  claims  of  those  who  had  been  its  most  cordial  supi)orters. 
Among  those  supporters  Mr.  Richards  held  the  most  prominent 
place,  and  I  never  for  a  moment  hesitated  as  to  the  propriety  of 
using  every  effort  to  secure  his  assistance.  I  had  but  one  other  vacant 
])lace,  and  I  determined,  if  possible,  that  it  should  be  filled  by  Dr. 
l^olph.  My  belief  was,  that  the  ajjpointment  of  Dr.  Rolph  and  of 
^^r.  .Sanficld  Macdonald  would  be  acceptable  to  the  clear  Grit  sec- 
tion of  the   Liberals,   and  that  Mr.   Richards  would  be    eipially 
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arceptal)lc   to   llic   steadfast  supjjortcrs  of  the  late  Administraiion, 
while  the   retention  of  office   by    Mr   Morris  and   myself  would  he 
looked  on  as  a  matter  of  course,      I  had  next  to  consider  the  distri- 
bution of  offices.     These  were  three  in  number.     As  Mr.  Morris  and  I 
were  desirous  of  retaining  the  offices  which  we  had  previously  held, 
1  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that    the  best    arrangement  wouUl  be  for 
Mr.  Macdonald  to  take  the  Crown  Lands,  Dr.  Rol])h  the  Presidency 
of  the  Council,  and  Mr.    Richards  the  Attorney-Generalship,  and  I 
proceeded  to  carry  out  this   programme.      Mr.  Morris  was  at  Brock- 
ville,  where    Mr.  Sanfield  M     donald  was  also   engaged  on  profes- 
sional duty,  and    i)ersonal   communication  was    imjiossible.     I  was 
obliged  to  communicate  with  Mr.    Macdonald  through  M  .  Morris, 
while  I  myself  had  personal  communication  with  Dr.  Rolph.     I  have 
already  stated  the    ministerial    programme  agreed  to  by  Mr.   Morin 
and  myself,    and  I  have  only  further   to  remark  that  it  was  deemed 
satisfactory  by  all    the  parties  concerned,  and  was  not  an  element  of 
controversy.     The    difficulties   were   entirely   jjcrsonal.       M  .   Mac- 
donald insisted  on  his  right  to  the  Attorney-Generalship,  because  he 
had  been  Solicitor-Genera   in  an  Administration  whic  'i  had  ceased  to 
exist.     This   i)retension    I   could    'lot  recognize.      I   need    scarcely 
remark  that  members  of  the  legal  profession  have    repeatedly  filled 
sui;h  offices  as  that  offered  to  M  .  Macilonald,   :  nd  that  I  had  good 
ground    for  believing  that,  without  reference   to  party  politics,    Mr. 
Richards   would   be  more  acceptable  to  the   bar  than  Mr.   Sanfield 
Macdonald.     I    was    forced    to  exercise   my  own   judgment  on  the 
matter,  and  1  decided,  rightly  or  wrongly,  on  asking  Mr.  Richards  to 
accept  the    Attorney-Generalship    and  Mr.    Macdonald   the   Crown 
Lands.     To  Dr.  Rolph   I  offered  the  Presiden.  y  of  the  Council,  but 
was  met  by  an  assurance  that  his  political  friends  expected  that  Mr. 
Cameron   would  have  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  and  that  he  could  not 
accept  the  off   i  without  him.      I  had  no  objection  whatever  to  Mr. 
Cam'eron,  as  I  explained  to  Dr.  Rolph,   but  I  hatl  only  five  offices 
at  my  disposal,  and  I  was  determined  to  insist  on  Mr.  Richards  taking 
one  of  them.      While  the  negotiation   was  pending  at   Toronto,    1 
received  a  telegram  from  Brockville  from  Mr.  Morris  that  Mr.  Mac- 
donald  would    take  nothing  but   the  Attorney-Generalship.       I    at 
once    informed  Dr.  Rolph  that  I  would  be   happy  to  offer  a  seat  in 
the  Cabinet  to  Mr.  Cameron,  but,  as  I  had  an  objection  to  his  taking 
the  Crown   Lands,  I  would  endeavour  to  get  ATr.  Morris  to  take  that 
department,  and  allow  Mr.  Cameron  to  be  Postmaster  General.      To 
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this  arrangement  Dr.  Roli)h  had  no  objection,  and  I  lost  no  time  in 
communicating  with  Mr.  Morris,  who,  to  my  great  disappointment, 
desired  to  retain  his  office  of  Postmaster  General.  I  confess  that  I 
was  so  annoyed  at  this  difficulty  that  I  at  once  determined  to  give 
the  Crown  Lands  to  the  Hon.  John  Ross,  who  was  in  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  to  offer  the  Solicitor-Generalship,  which  he  was  to  have 
taken,  to  Mr.  Joseph  Curran  Morrison.  I  went  to  see  Lord  Elgin 
with  this  programme,  and,  after  a  long  conversation,  I  adopted  his 
advice  to  get  over  the  difficulty  in  another  way,  viz.,  by  placing  Dr. 
Rolph  in  the  Crown  Lands  and  Mr.  Cameron  in  the  Presidency  of 
the  (-ouncil.  I  need  scarcely  observe  that  there  was  a  strong  prejudice 
against  Dr.  Rolpn,  owing  to  his  having  been  implicated  in  the  reliel- 
^Ton,  and  Lord  Elgin  argued  that  public  opinion  assigned  a  much 
greater  importance  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  Council  than 
really  belonged  to  it,  and  that,  if  tilled  by  Dr.  Rolph,  it  would  be  im- 
agined that  he  exercised  more  influence  in  the  Government  than  he 
really  did.  Such  an  arrangement  would  enable  Mr.  Morris  to  remain 
in  the  Governnent,  and  thus  retain  an  influence  which  we  were  all 
satisfied  was  very  great.  I  confess  that  I  had  not  thought  of  this 
mode  of  escaping  from  the  difficulty,  and  I  at  once  made  the  pro- 
posal to  Dr.  Rolph,  who,  I  am  bound  to  acknowledge,  was,  through- 
out, most  anxious  to  remove  all  difficulties  of  a  personal  character. 
After  authorizing  Dr.  Rolph  to  write  to  Mr.  Cameron,  I  thought 
that  all  im])ediments  had  been  removed,  but  I  was  soon  undeceived. 
Mr.  Cameron  had  during  his  opi)Osition  to  the  Government  affirmed 
on  several  occasions  that  the  office  of  President  of  the  Council  was 
a  sinecure,  and  he  consequently  would  not  accept  it.  I  own  that  I 
thought  it  rather  inconsistent  to  refuse  to  fill  a  sinecure  office,  but  at 
the  same  time  to  be  responsible  for  its  being  filled  by  a  colleague. 
However,  as  the  chief  difficulty  was  that  Mr.  Cameron  wanted  more 
work  for  the  same  salary,  it  was  determined  to  take  the  opportunity 
of  establishing  a  Bureau  of  Agriculture,  and  to  attach  it  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  Council.  This  simple  expedient  proved  satisfactory  and 
Mr.  Cameron  accepted  office.  As  I  have  been  repeatedly  attacked 
for  having  slighted  Mr.  Sanfield  Macdonald,  I  have  thought  it  projjcr 
to  enter  into  a  good  deal  of  detail  as  to  the  grounds  on  which  I  acted, 
and  it  will  appear  that  I  ran  the  risk  of  losing  the  assistance  both  of 
Dr.  Rolph  and  Mr.  Malcolm  Cameron,  in  order  to  satisfy  what  1  still 
think  the  just  claims  of  Mr.  Macdonald.  I  shall  here  insert  three 
letters  \vhich  I  received  during  the  negotiation,  from  the   late    Hon. 
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James  Morris,  dated  6th,  loth  and  13th  October.  On  the  9th  Mr. 
Morris  had  been  in  Toronto.  The  last  letter  refers  to  my  ])r()i)osal, 
adverted  to  in  my  narrative,  to  offer  the  Post  Office  to  Mr.  Cameron, 
Mr.  ^lorris  taking  the  Crown  Lands. 


(Copy,) 

Brockviu.e,  6th  Oct.,  1851. 

My  Dear  Sir, — Your  note  of  Saturday  is  received,  and  I  regret  the  delay, 
althougli  unavoidable,  which  has  been  occasioned  by  sending  for  Mr.  Morin,  who, 
I  am  afraid,  will  refuse  to  coalesce  with  the  clear  Grits,  and  unless  that  section  of 
the  Reform  party  is  represented  in  the  Cabinet  we  shall  go  to  the  Polls  shorn  of 
one-third  of  our  power. 

I  enclose  our  Alphabet,  in  case  you  may  have  lost  your  copy,  and  I  will  thank 
you  to  keep  me  advised  of  your  progress.  I  will  leave  to-morrow  for  Quebec  re- 
maining in  Montreal  on  Wednesday  at  St.  Lawrence  Hall. 

I  write  in  great  haste  to  catch  the  boat. 

Faithfully  yours, 

J.  MORRIS. 

Hon.  F.  Hincks. 

Brockvillk,  loth  Oct.,  1851. 

My  Dear  Sir, — The  mail  boat  was  disabled  about  eight  miles  above  this  place, 

and  as  I  came  to  town  in  a  skiff did  not  hear  of  my  arrival  until  after  I  had 

seen  Macdonald.  Although  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  change  in  your  arrange- 
ments I  do  nut  consider  that  the  perusal  of  your  letter  by  Macdonald  can  possibly 
be  attended  with  evil  consequences,  inasmuch  as  he  is  determined  to  accept  of  no 
office  but  the  Attorney  Generalship — and  inferring  from  what  fell  from  yini  yester- 
day that  you  are  indisposed  to  lose  him,  I  think  that  you  will  find  it  necessary  to 
come  to  his  terms, 

I  said  all  that  I  could  in  support  of  your  letter  but  I  soon  discovered  that  it  was 
idle  to  plead  with  a  person  whose  mind  was  irrevocably  made  up.  When  a  man 
talks  of  being  sacrificed  and  of  entering  the  Assembly  as  an  independent  member, 
his  feelings  can  easily  be  understood,  and  it  reciuires  not  the  power  of  divination  to 
foresee  the  course  which  his  htdcpcndeuce  will  prompt  him  to  jnirsue.  When  I  in- 
timated that  Ross  might  get  the  Crown  Lands  he  replied  promptly,  let  him  take 
the  office  by  all  means,  my  determination  cannot  be  changed.  It  is  my  duty  to 
say  to  you  that  the  appointment  of  Macdonald  will  not  he  un]iopular  among  our 
friends  generally.     Crane,  I  find,  takes  very  strong  ground  in  his  favor. 

Richards  manifests  the  best  possible  spirit. 

Faithfully  yours, 

J.  MORRIS. 

Hon.  F.  Hincks. 
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Brockville,  13th  Oct.,  1851. 

My  Dkar  Sir, — Macdonald  left  for  Cornwall  yesterday  with  a  sad  heart,  after 
having  declined  the  Solic  Generalship  in  th  ■  most  emphatic  manner.  I  really 
felt  keenly  for  him,  and  1  hope  the  day  is  not  distant  when  it  will  be  in  your  power 
to  soothe  his  wounded  spirit. 

I  feel  a  delicacy  in  saying  much  regarding  my  own  position,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that  on  considering  the  matter  you  will  think  with  our  friends  that  the 
public  interest  will  be  best  promoted  by  my  continuance  in  my  present  office. 
Take  my  word  for  it  that  Cameron  is  infinitely  better  qualified  for  the  Crown 
Lands  than  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  and,  should  a  clamour  be  raised  on  his 
appointment  to  the  former  office,  it  would  not  be  less  were  he  appointed  to  ihe  lat- 
ter, and  in  either  case  it  would  proceed  from  those  by  whom  we  may  expect  to  be 
assailed. 

Pray  do  not  lose  sight  of  the  enclosed  from  Gait,  it  only  reached  me  yesterday — 
you  will  see  Richards  to-morrow. 

Some  things  are  pressing  and  I  must  go  below  to-morrow  or  on  Wednesday — I 
suppose  I  shall  have  a  few  days  there  before  the  new  appointments  appear. 

Boat  here. 

Truly  yours, 

J.  M. 


I  shall  now  place  before  my  readers  a  correspondence  with  arising 
French-Canadian  statesinan,  whose  aid  to  the  Government  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  procure,  if  possible.  I  refer  to  the  Hon.  Joseph 
Cauchon,  who  has  since  filled  several  important  political  situations. 
At  that  time,  after  due  consideration,  it  was  agreed  that  the  office  of 
Assistant  Secretary  should  be  made  political,  like  that  of  Solicitor 
General,  and  in  accordance  with  English  practice.  The  corres- 
pondence requires  no  comment,  and  is  chietly  interesting  as  proving 
how  difficult  it  was  to  maintain  that  harmony  between  the  two  sections 
of  the  United  Province  which  I,  for  one,  believed  to  be  for  the  interest 
of  both. 


MR.  HINCKS  AND  MR.  CAUCHON. 

Quebec,  30th  Oct.,  1851. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  authorized  to  offer  for  your  acceptance  the  Office  of  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Lower  Canada,  and  I  hope  tha'  you  will  afford  your  valuable  assist- 
ance to  the  present  Administration  in  that  Department. 

Believe  me,  d^c, 

Signed,  F.  IIINCKS. 

Joseph  Cauchon,  Esq.,  M.P. 
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QuEliEC,  31st  October,  1851. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  offer  you  make  me  of  the  office 
of  Assistant  Provincial  Secretary  for  Lower  Canada.  If  I  rijjlitly  undeistand  the 
views  of  the  Administration,  the  office  is  intended  to  be  a  ])olitical  one,  and  I  should 
be  expected  to  have  a  seat  in  the  Assembly.  This,  at  least,  is  the  way  in  which 
I  understand  it,  for  under  no  circumstances  would  I  accept  any  office  which  wuuld 
sejiarate  me  from  my  constituents  and  take  me  out  of  public  life. 

I  regret  to  have  to  tell  you  that  I  cannot  accept  this  office,  because  I  have  not 
confidence  in  the  present  Administration,  although,  under  other  circumstances  and 
conditions  of  being,  many  of  its  members  (among  whom  I  have  much  pleasure  in 
reckoning  yourself)  would  have  my  entire  confidence  and  my  most  cordial  sujipoit. 
It  is  painful  to  me  to  be  compelled  to  say  to  friends  whom  I  could  have  wished  to 
support  with  the  same  constancy  and  the  same  devotion  as  heretofore,  that  their 
error  places  the  most  important  interests  of  the  country  in  jeopardy.  In  this  pain- 
ful task  I  find  some  consolation  in  believing  that,  with  some  of  them  at  least,  this 
error  is  neither  one  of  the  heart  nor  of  the  conscience.  Their  irreproachable  past 
conduct,  their  five-and-twenty  years  of  devotion,  their  long  and  constant  sacrifices, 
their  self-denial — which  has  passed  into  a  proverb — protect  them  from  all  susjjicion 
on  the  part  of  their  country,  and  will  cause  them  to  float,  pure  and  intact,  among 
the  wreck  to  which  their  error  may  lead.  Be  assured  that  I  fully  understand  that, 
besides  the  sacred  obligation  of  the  citizen  to  prefer  the  good  of  his  country  before 
all  things,  and  to  desire  it  towards  all  and  against  all,  he  has  another  obligation, 
which  comes  next  after  the  former — that  of  not  sacrificing,  when  the  sacrifice  is 
unnecessary,  men  who  may,  under  other  circumstances,  render  eminent  services  to 
their  country.  Public  men  at  once  able  and  upright  are  everywhere  too  rare  to 
allow  u{  its  being  other  than  a  crime  to  subject  them,  without  legitimate  cause,  to 
public  distrust  and  dislike. 

The  expression  of  my  sentiments  may  therefore,  be  not  only  calm, — as  it  ought 
to  be  when  matters  so  important  are  under  discussion, — but  friendly  and  sympathe- 
tic, if  you  do  not  repulse  the  feeling. 

Called  upon,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Morin,  to  re-construct  the  Cabinet,  upon 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Lafontaine,  you  have  sought  a  basis  for  your  Administration 
where  it  was  not  to  be  found,  without  reflecting  that,  under  existm^^  circumstances, 
the  substance  and  real  strength  of  the  party  was  not  be  found  tiiere,  nor,  conse- 
quently, the  first  element  and  corner-stone  of  the  edifice,  which  you  have  begun  to 
construct  at  the  roof  instcail  of  the  foundation.  This  mistake,  the  most  serious  that 
cuuld  be  made,  could  not  but  produce  errors  and  mistakes  without  number.  It  at 
once  endangered  the  very  principle  of  our  being,  that  moral  force  which  has  hither- 
to been  regarded  as  indestructible,  and  which  depended  much  more  upon  its  con- 
tinual affirmation,  than  upon  numbers.  This  force  runs  the  risk  of  perishing,  in 
ceasing  to  affirm  its  own  existence,  and  in  allying  itself  to  a  thing  which  existed 
only  in  the  agonies  of  dissolution,  and  which  it  so  g  to  save  by  the  communica- 
tion of  its  own  vitality,  by  a  self-sacrifice  amounting  to  self-destruction.  This  force 
has  no  other  way  of  being  itself  preserved  than  by  affirming  itself  against  you  as  a 
government.     Such,  at  least,  is  my  painful  but  prolbund  conviction. 
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The  Liberal  party  of  Upper  Canada,  to  which  that  of  Lower  Canada  allied  itself 
in  1842,  and  has  invariably  siipjiorted  in  its  good  and  in  its  evil  fortunes,  is  now 
not  only  divided  ajjainst  itself,  but  troubled  and  menaced  in  its  very  existence,  to 
so  great  a  degree  that  you  have  been  compelled  to    court  the  bitterest  enemies  of 
the  late  Administration,  of  which  you  were  a  distinguished  member.     You  have 
sought  out,  in  order  to  make  ministers,  the  men  who  have  hitherto  preached  im- 
practicable doctrines,  social,  political  and  financial.     Acknowledging  by  your  acts 
that  you  no  longer  existed  as  a  party  in  Upper  Canada,  you  have  turned  for  suc- 
cour to  a  bad  principle,    which  you  once  combated  with  me.     In  submitting  your- 
self to  this  humiliating   condition,   you  have  had  to  accept  men,  whom  the  party, 
with  you,  had  rejected  as  dangerous.     It  is  better  at  once  to  come  to  names.     Mr. 
Cr^meron  left  the  Administration  in  the  autumn  of  1849,  on  the  pretext  that  the 
office  of  Second  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  which  he  held,  was  a  sinecure,  and. 
that  his  colleagues  refused  to  carry  out  other  measures  of  retrenchment.     He  men- 
tioned especially  the  office  of  President  of  the  Executive  Council.   It  was  after  this 
that  the  situation  last  mentioned  was  filled  by  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  being  the 
head  of  a    Department,    and    the  retrenchment  effected.     Mr.   Cameron  left    the 
Administration  on  the  pretext  I  have  just  mentioned,  but  his  colleagues  asserted 
that  the  true  cause  of  his  resignation  was  to  be  sought  in  their  refusal  to  give  him 
the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Crown   Lands,  and  not  elsewhere ;  the  motives  for 
their  refusal  were  not  concealed.     For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  personal  disHke  to 
Mr.  Cameron  ;  I  entertain,  on  the  contrary,  as  is  well  known,  esteem  and  friend- 
ship for  him.     But  I  form  my  opinion  of  things  as  they  appear  before  the  country, 
where  considerations  of  personal  friendship  are  of  no  account.     What,  then,  are 
the  facts  ?     Mr.  Cameron,  who  asserted  in  1849  that   ^^  had  left  his  colleagues, 
because  they  refused  to  save  the  salary  either  of  the  Second  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  or  that  of  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council,  consents  to  make  part 
ot'your  Administration,   retaining  both  these  offices,  and  re-establishing  that  last 
mentioned  for  his  own  advantaL^e.     He  might  be  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands, 
but  to  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  same  obstacle  exists  as  in  1849  >  find  to  avoid  what 
you  doubtless  consider  a  serious  danger,  you  re-establish  for  him  the  office  which 
he  called  a  sinecure  in  1849.      Such  is  the  man  whom,  in  consequence  of  what,  in 
your  eyes  at  least,  is  a  matter  of  public  necessity,  you  have  placed  in  the  Council  of 
his  Sovereign,  beside  yourself,  one  of  the  Ministers  of  1849. 

I  stated,  a  little  while  ago,  that  you  had  courted  a  bad  principle.  If  it  were 
simply  bad,  I  should  not  complain  of  it;  but  it  is  dangerous  and  pernicious  in  its 
consequences.  It  is  the  same  principle  which  I  have  combated  and  am  combat- 
ing with  all  my  force  in  Lower  Canada,  and  against  which  moderate  and  con- 
scientious men  of  all  parties  in  Europe  have  united.  Clear  Gritism  is.  in  my 
opinion,  neither  more  nor  less  than  Socialism,  and  Socialism  of  the  worst  kind, 
ardently  desiring  the  destruction  of  our  institutions,  and  expressing  this  desire, 
without  blushing,  every  hour  of  the  day,  through  the  medium  of  its  press.  By 
introducing  it  into  the  Government  you  admit,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  forces  itself 
upon  you,  and  is  powerful  enough  to  command  the  position  you  give  it.  This  is 
an  admission  wliich  ought,  for  no  consideration,  to  have  been  made.  And  next, 
you  admit  that  it  is  good  and  acceptable  as  an  element  of  government.     You  give 
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it  an  existence  by  authority,  and  fiiinish  the  justification,  nay,  more,  the  gloiifi- 
cati(jn  of  its  principle.  Will  not  the  Socialists  whom  we  have  repulsed  in  l,ower 
Caiiaili.  and  who  are  incomparably  less  destructive  than  those  of  the  Up|)er  Pro- 
vince, and  yet,  whom  we  have  combated  as  dangerous  characters,  have  a  right  to 
say  :  "  Vou  are  not  sincere  ;  you  want  to  govern  for  the  sake  of  getting  your 
salaries  ; — for,  if  our  princijile  is  bad  and  dangerous  in  Lower  Canada,  it  must  be 
equally  so  in  Upper  Canada.  If  your  intention  is  to  deal  in  politics  after  the 
fasliiun  of  Richelieu,  who  crushed  Protestantism  in  France  and  supported  it  in 
Geiniany,  say  so  frankly,  in  order  that  the  country  may  know  and  judge.  Besides, 
iftliis  principle  is  stiong  enough  to  force  itse.f  upon  you,  it  does  not  do  so  for  the 
sake  of  renouncing  itself,  and  will  employ  its  force  (before  which  you  have  yielded 
u])  your  own)  to  extend  itself  in  Lower  as  well  as  Upper  Canada.  And  even  if  it 
should  not,  like  all  other  principles,  good  or  bad,  seek  to  gain  strength  and  to 
extcnii  itself,  it  will  not  the  less  furnish  the  same  principle  with  a  justification  and 
an  authoritative  existence,  and  right  to  extend  itself  in  Lower  Canada. 

To  this  you  will  doubtless  reply  that  I  am  an  alarmist  and  exaggerate  matters  ; 
that  ilie  men  to  whom  I  allude  are  no  more  Socialists,  or,  if  you  will,  Clear  Grits, 
than  I  am  ;  and  that,  on  coming  into  the  Ministry,  they  have  abandoned  the 
platforms  with  which,  two  years  ago,  they  favoured  the  public.  If  they  have  done 
this,  they  have  nowhere  done  it  publicly  ;  and,  as  regards  any  moral  effect,  they 
might  as  well  not  have  done  it  at  all.  Nor  could  they  do  it,  because  it  would  have 
ruined  their  prospects.  They  have,  therefore,  brought  their  ]irinci])les  with  them 
into  power ;  in  the  opinion  of  the  whole  country  they  have  been  brought  into 
power  by  that  principle.  The  step  you  have  yourself  taken,  and  their  journals, 
tell  you  plainly  enough  what  is  their  position  in  the  government  and  what  your 
own  is. 

If  they  had  renounced  the  principle  which  has  made  them  what  they  are,  they 
would  have  been  simply  contemjjtible,  for  they  would  have  agitated  the  country, 
and  tioubled  the  public  mind,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  obtaining  ]ilace.  They  are 
too  al)le  tu  put  themselves  in  tiiis  position,  for  they  know  that  the  people,  who 
gain  nothing  by  the  salaries  which  they  pay  to  public  men,  and  who  give  tbem  their 
confulence  and  support  in  so  far  only  as  they  believe  them  to  be  sincere  ;  in  so  far 
only  as  they  see  in  them  the  personification  of  the  principle  which  they  belieive  to 
be  good, — would  repudiate  them,  and  that  they  would  fall  for  ever  under  the  blow 
they  would  receive  from  the  collective  will  of  the  public.  They,  therefore,  are 
and  will  continue  to  be  the  leaders  of  the  political  school  which  they  have  created, 
as  the  daily  articles  of  their  avowed  organs  bear  witness ;  and  you  yourself  who 
have  called  them  into  power  wdl  be  the  first  victim  of  your  error,  while  the  prin- 
ciple which  brought  you  into  power  will  probably  be  involved  in  your  ruin. 

On  the  other  hand,  if,  in  identifying  yourself  with  Clear  Gritism,  you  are  not 
cherishing  a  viper,  but  if  by  reason  of  the  pains  and  travail  of  dissolution  in  which 
its  elements  are  now  labouring,  you  should  be  vanquished  with  it,  and  with  us,  in 
the  contest  against  our  ancient  adversaries  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  then,  as  I 
have  before  told  you,  the  moral  force  of  the  party,  that  force  with  which  everw 
reasonable  political  element  might,  in  case  of  need,  have  coalesced,  under  cr 
tions  of  being  wliich  you  yourself  deemed  possible  during  the  now  last  sessioi, 
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that  force  would  be  lost  without  hope  of  return.  If  the  victory  were  obtained 
aj^ainst  it,  this  would  prove  the  possibility  of  governing  without  it.  But,  I  repert 
again,  you  have  scattered  this  force  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  You  have  sacri- 
ficed it  to  doctrines  the  object  of  which  is,  the  destruction  both  of  you  and  of  us. 

This  is  not  all.  By  allying  yourself  to  a  bad  principle,  and  allowing  it  to  force 
certain  men  upon  you,  who  in  their  turn,  have  compelled  you  to  create  sinecures, 
and  created  embarrassment  in  Lower  Canada,  you  have  made  five  Upper  Can. 
adian  ministers ;  and  to  satisfy  the  public  susceptibility,  it  became  necessary  to 
make  five  also  for  Lower  Canada.  But  there  were,  as  all  the  world  knows,  only 
four  departments  for  each  section  of  the  province,  and  you  had  to  go  to  Mr.  Caron, 
as  if  to  say  : — "The  Chariot  of  State  is  complete;  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  some 
of  those  who  are  to  ride  in  it,  we  have  put  a  useless  wheel  to  the  fore  end  of  the 
machine ;  if  we  do  not  put  one  also  at  the  hinder  end  the  public  would  be  scan- 
dalized.    Will  you  be  this  hindmost  wheel  ?  " 

If  Mr.  Caron  had  come  into  the  Administration  under  other  circumstances  I 
should  have  had  the  greatest  pleasure  in  seeing  him  there,  and  he  would  have  had 
my  fullest  support. 

When  Mr.  Lafontaine  was  called  upon  to  form  an  Administratioi.  in  1842,  he 
was  brought  into  power  by  a  political  principle,  common  to  all  the  Liberals  of 
Lower  Can.ida,  and  1,  for  one,  would  never  have  wished  to  see  him  arrive  at  power 
on  any  other  terms.  But  as  it  was  undeniable  that  the  Union  Act  had  been  carried 
lor  the  purpose  of  crushing  the  P'rench  Canadians  as  a  race,  Sir  Charles  Bagot  felt 
the  necessity  of  slating  in  a  public  document,  that  the  advent  of  the  French  Can- 
adians to  power  was  a  measure  of  justice  and  of  restoration  of  their  rights.  And 
that  in  order  that  this  justice  and  restoration  might  be  real,  this  race,  theretofore 
excluded  by  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  ought,  when  the  party  of  which  it 
formed  the  basis  in  Lower  Canada  was  called  into  power,  to  have  a  share  in  the 
administration  proportionate,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  its  numbers.  Any  thing  short 
of  this  would  have  been  injustice  and  exclusion.  But  the  conduct  of  Sir  Charles 
Bagot  was  applauded  as  equitable  by  all  those  of  other  origins  professing  the  same 
political  principles  ;  and  this  precedent,  as  you  know  as  well  as  I  do,  has  been  since 
followed  in  the  construction  of  every  Liberal  Administration. 

If,  by  reason  of  any  peculiar  circumstances,  or  after  the  close  of  a  long  constitu- 
tional struggle,  certain  men,  eminent  for  their  talents,  had  become,  as  it  were, 
necessary  to  the  position  attained  by  the  triumph  of  the  Liberal  party,  I  should  see 
without  objection  and  even  with  pleasure,  the  names  of  such  men  take  the  place 
of  those  of  French  Canadians.  But  you  cannot  say  that  such  is  now  the  condition 
of  the  party.  Out  of  four  members  of  the  Administration  for  Lower  Canada,  there 
were  three  F'rench  Canadian  names,  and  one  of  these  is  now  superseded  by  a  name  of 
British  origin,  and  this,  too,  in  a  department  the  other  head  of  which  is  also  of  the 
same  origin.  1  mean  the  department  of  Public  Works.  This,  and  I  s.ay  it  with 
regret,  is  what  the  Tory  Administration  never  did  in  its  worst  day  ;  for  if,  under  that 
Administration,  Mr.  Robinson  was  the  first,  M.  Casgrain  was  the  second  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works. 

1  know  that  as  a  reason  for  this  unfortunate  change  it  is  alleged  to  be  desirable 
that  the  ministerial  responsibility  should  be  thrown  as  much  as  possible  upon  mem- 
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bers  of  the  elective  ho'i^-e,  But,  then,  why  do  you  take  two  ministers  out  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  replace  one  of  them  by  another  in  the  same  house?  Pcr- 
hnp^i  because  his  French  name  was  fi)un<l  useful  for  ijie  purpose  of  soothinf^  the 
jnililic  susceptibility.  It  has  also  been  said. —  '■  Mr.  Dnimniond  is  a  Fiencli  Can- 
adian ;  he  is  one  by  alliance,  and  in  his  afl'ections  and  feelin^js."  I  contest  nothing 
of  lliis  and  I  am  pleased  to  see  him  in  the  Administration  ;  but  I  should  like  to  see 
him  in  it  as  representinj^  what  he  wps  taken  to  represent  in  184S,  when  he  was 
ap]")inted  Solicitor  General — the  Britisii  origin.  He  cannot  have  the  double 
facidty  of  representing  one  origm  to-day  and  another  to-morrow,  and  besides,  if 
feelings  are  to  Ije  the  standard  m  this  matlL-r,  Mr.  Drummond  would  be  jjrecisely 
in  tlie  s.ime  position  with  all  those  of  Uritish  origin  wiio  are  with  the  French  Can- 
adians in  heart  and  feeling,  and  whose  political  principles  are  theirs.  Vou  know 
tbnt  it  has  been  my  constant  policy  to  avoid  distinctions  of  origin,  and  to  combat 
with  all  my  power  against  national  prejudices  ;  but  I  cannot  forget  that  there  is  a 
public  susceptibility  on  this  point  which  must  be  respected  for  fear  of  a  greater 
evd. 

Vou  have  taken,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  minister  of  him,  a  man  out  of 
public  life,  and  wjio  has  only  belonged  to  the  Liberal  party  for  a  few  years  past. 
'I'iie  usual  course  is  to  take  ministers  from  among  men  who  can  bring  with  them  a 
greater  or  less  amount  of  public  influence.  Hut  here  on  the  contrary,  a  man  is 
made  a  minister  in  order  to  give  him  influence  and  to  enal)le  him  to  get  elected. 
It  would  seem  that  the  Administration  has  come  to  the  aid  of  the  merchants  of 
Montreal,  and  is  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  a  candidate  belonging  to  the  Liberal 
party,  but  repudiated  by  them. 

Trusting  that  you  will  pardon  the  numerous  erasures  which  occur  in  this  letter, 
by  reason  of  the  haste  in  which  it  is  written,  I  subscribe  myself,  with  the  greatest 
consideration. 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

(Signed),  JOSEPH  CAUCIION. 

The  Hon.  F.  Hincks, 

Inspector  General,  Quebec. 


QuKBEC,  November  3,  1851. 

Dkar  Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  ; 
and  regret  to  learn  from  it  that  you  decline  accepting  the  office  of  Assistant  Secre- 
tary for  Lower  Canada,  which  I  was  authorised  to  offer  you,  on  thegrountl  of  your 
want  of  confidence  in  the  present  Administration.  As  you  have  entered  .at  some 
length  into  the  reasons  which  have  induced  you  to  incur  the  serious  responsibility 
of  taking  a  course  calculated,  so  far  as  your  influence  extencis,  to  dam.age  the 
Administration,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  both  to  my  colleagues  and  to  the  entire  party 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  act,  to  ofler  some  remarks  on  your  letter.  Uefore 
doing  so,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  entirely  appreciate  the  friendly  spirit  in  which  that 
letter  is  conceived  towards  me  personally,  as  well  as  to  the  greater  number  of  my 
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collenfjues  ;  and  thnt  I  di-sire  to  adopt  a  similar  tone  in  discussing  the  various  sub- 
jiicts  which  you  have  hrought  under  consideration.  I  gather  from  your  letter  that 
you  oliject  1o  the  course  takin  by  my  Honourable  colleague,  Mr.  Morin,  and  my- 
self, in  the  re-const ruci ion  of  the  Cabinet,  on  three  distinct  grounds  ;  1st.  That  we 
have  .admitted  into  the  (iovernmeiit,  socialism  of  the  worst  kind  {/oi  socidlism  dc  la 
('ire  t'iphc)  ;  that  we  have  admitted  that  it  is  acceptable  and  gocid,  as 
an  element  of  Government  {iji*  U  «/  acctptablc  et  Iwn  conime  ilcment 
de  (i\ii7i-itic>iie>tt).  2(1.  That  we  have  admitted  Mr.  Canieron  into  the  Cabinet  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  Council,  that  gentleman  having  resigned  in  1849 — 
as  he  alleged — because  the  tJovernment  of  that  day  would  not  abolish  the  same 
office,  as  well  as  that  of  Assistant  Commissioner  ol  Public  Works  ;  that  we  have 
thus  re-established,  fur  Mr.  Cameron's  benefit,  an  office  which  he  called  a  sinecure 
in  11^49.  3d.  That  the  French  Canadian  influence  in  the  Administration  has  been 
lessened  under  the  new  arrangement,  and  esjiecially  in  the  sulistitution  of  Mr. 
Young  for  Mr.  llouiiet  in  the  de]>artnu'nt  of  Public  Works.  Such,  as  1  under- 
stand your  letter,  are  the  grounds  on  wliicli  you  consider  the  present  Administra- 
tion unworthy  of  confidence.  I  shall,  I  trust,  be  excused  if  I  dismiss  very  briefly 
the  first,  and  most  important,  rjf  your  accusations.  I  deny,  most  emphatically, 
that  any  countenance  has  been  given  to  socialism  by  the  present  Administration,  or 
by  any  member  of  it ;  or  that  you  are  at  all  warranted  in  makini:  such  an  imputa- 
tion. Having  been  charged  by  the  Governor  General  with  the  re-construction  of 
the  Upper  Can.ada  section  of  the  Administration,  from  which  two  of  my  former 
Colleagues  had  withdrawn,  it  became  my  duty  to  seek  such  assistance  as  would 
ensure  for  it,  il  possible,  an  increased  amount  of  public  confidence.  I  had  reason 
to  know  that  a  general  desire  existed  among  the  meml>ers  of  the  Liberal  party  in 
Upper  Canada,  that  dillertncesof  opinion  on  minor  points  should  be  sunk  ;  and 
that  they  should  co-operate  cordially  together  at  the  approaching  elections  ;  and  I 
had  likewise  reason  to  know  that  the  presence  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rol[)h  in  the 
Cabinet  would  be  generally  acceptable  to  my  political  friends.  Having  been  in- 
timately aciiuainted  with  Mr.  Rolph  for  nearly  twenty  years,  I  may  be  presumed 
to  lie  better  acquainted  with  his  political  views  than  you  can  possibly  lie  ;  and  I 
know  that  you  do  him  great  injustice  when  you  descrilje  him  as  a  socialist.  It  is, 
however,  more  particularly  to  Mr.  Cameron  that  you  refer,  when  you  say  that  we 
have  accepted  men  previously  rejected,  as  dangerous  (.-■r/zj'  a- ez  du  accepter  da 
hoiiinics  que  k  parti  aire  ','ciis  a'ait  repoiiss/  commc  dangereux).  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  circumstance  connected  with  Mr.  Cameron's  withdrawal  from  the  late  Govern- 
ment that  could  warrant  such  an  imputation.  Mr,  Cameron's  withdrawal  was 
entirely  voluntary  ;  and  I  certainly  have  never  heard  of  his  being  charged  by  any 
one  with  having  a  leaning  to  socialist  doctrines,  or  with  being  a  "dangerous" 
politician.  There  are  no  other  members  of  the  Government  against  whom  you  can 
venture  to  insinuate  an  accusation  of  socialism.  I  must  leave  to  your  own  calmer 
judgment,  as  well  as  to  the  dispassionate  public  opinion  of  your  fellow  country- 
men, whether,  ujion  mere  suspicion,  for  wliich  you  have  not  even  the  shadow 
of  foundation,  you  can  be  held  excusable  in  abandoning  men  to  whose  integrity  of 
character  you  have  borne  such  strong  testimony  in  the  following  words  : — "  I.eur 
pjsse  sans  rcJ>roche,   leiir  dnonemcnt  de  vingt-cinq  anttees,  Icur  tongs  et  constants 
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sacrijiccs,  Icnr  abnif^ation  si  conniw  qn'cIL-  est  deivnu  /'iV7\'rfii(il,\  lei  giiniiilisseiit 
de  liUit  SiV(p(on  aii.x yen\  dn  pays  <•/  les  feioiit  siinuii^er  />i<rs  ct   iiitaits  siir  h's  a'i/>iis 
dii  tiaiifragc  aiiipwl  Iciir  erreiir  poiirra  cviiduirc."      I  proceed  to   tlie  considcrntiun 
of  the  ciicumstances  connected  with  Mr.  Cameron's  retirement  from  office  under 
the  Lite   Administration,  as  bearinjj  on   the   new  airan^'eiiients,     Vou  say,  that 
according  to  Mr.  Cameron's  own  statement   lie  retired  in    iS4(j,  because  tiie  Ad- 
ministration wouhl  not  abolish   the   useless  offices  of  Assistant  Commissioner  of 
I'uMic  Works,  and  President  of  the  Kxecutive  Council,  and  that  he  has  again  taken 
office  without  the  abolition  of  the  former,  while  the  latter  has   l)een  re-establish'-d 
fur  his  own  benefit.      I  believe  that  1  am  correct  in  asserting   tliat  Mr.    Cameron 
himstlf  grounded  his  resignation   specially  on  the  refusal  to  abolish  the   Assistant 
Commissionershiii  of  Public  Works.     It  is  true  that    lie  afterwards  expressed  him- 
self strongly  on  the  subject  of  the  Presidency  of  the  Council.      It  must,  however, 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  Mr.  Cameron's  oi)jection  was  made  to  the  political  charac- 
ter of  the  Assistant   Commissioner.     The  change  subsetiuently  made,   by  which 
one  of  the  Engineers  in  the  employment  of  Government,  was  required  to  act  like- 
wise as  Assistant   Commissioner,  may  fairly  be  supposed  to  have  removed  Mr. 
Cameron's  objection,  which   was   made  solely  on  the  ground  of  economy.     The 
practical  effect  of  Mr.  Killaly's  apjiointnient  was  the  reduction  of  the'establishmei  t 
to  the  extent  demanded  by  Mr.   Cameron.      With  regard  to  the  office  of  Chairman 
of  the  Committees  of  Council  it  is  true  that  Mr.  Cameron,  on  manv  occasions, 
objected  to  its  continuance.     I  jiresume,  however,  that,  as  by  an  Act  passed  iluring 
the  last  .Session  of  Parliament,  the  office  was  formally  recognized,  and  a   salary 
provided  for  it,  and  this  with  little,  if  any,  opposition,  Mr.    Cameron  and  those 
with  whom  he  had  acted,  did  nf)t  feel  that   they  would  be  justified  in  making  its 
abolition  a  sine  qua  ncn.     l'"or  my  own  part,   1  continue  to  l>elieve,  as  I  have  ever 
done— my  opinion  being  only  strengthened  by  experience — that   the  office  in  ques- 
tion is  one  that  may   be  filled  or  not,  according  to  circumstances.     Those  who 
tlioroughly  appreciate  our  system  of  Government  must  be  aware  that  the  interest  of 
the  jiublic  must  be   lx.'st  served   by  giving  a   ceitain   latituJe   to  those   who  are 
charged  with  the  difficult  task  of  forming  an  Administration.     1  admit  that  under 
Certain  circumstances,  the  office  in  question  may  be  filled  up  by  the  head  of  another 
Department,  as  it  was  in  the  last  Administration  ;  but  I  contend,  at  the  same  lime, 
that,  under  other  circumstances  it  may  be  necessary  to   use  it  to  obtain  valuable 
assistance  for  the  Government, and  that  should  such  be  required  the  question  of  salary 
ought  to  be  one  of  minor  consideration.     I  must,  however,  ])e  permitted    to  say, 
that  in  all  your  speculations  as  to  the  reasons  which  induceil  the  filling  up  of  that  office 
under  the  late  arrangements,  you  are  wholly  mistaken.     When  it  was  determined 
by  Mr.  Morin  and  myself  that  the  office  should  be  offered  to  an    Upper  Canadian, 
it  was  not  our  intention  to  offer  a   seat  in  the  Cabinet  to  Mr.  Cameron  ;  nor  had 
that  gentleman  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  arrangement.     You  charge  Mr. 
Morin  and  myself  with  forming  an   alliance  with   socialism  ;  and  you  affirm  that 
the  men  brought  into  the  Government  to  represent  that  doctrine  have   imposed 
upon  us  sinecures,  and  created   embarrassments  in   Upper  Canada,  which  have 
forced  us  to  embarrass  ourselves  in   Lower  Canada,  by   bringing  Mr.   Caron  into 
the  Cabinet.     My  explanation  must  convince  you  how  completely  you  have  mis- 
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npiirehendfil  tlie  motives  wliicli  iiiflucticed  Mr.  Morin  and  myself  to  make  the  exist- 
iiif;  arraiij^ements.  You  must  bear  in  mind  tliat  under  tlie  AdministraliDn  |)receding 
tliat  formed  by  Mr.  I.afontaine,  tlie  Spe.iker  of  the  Ltnislative  Council  mid  the 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  had  each  seats  in  the  Ciilnnct  ;  the  fi inner  office 
haviiij,'  l)eeii  expressly  made  political  by  it.  Mr.  I.afontaine  continued  that  airaiiiiC- 
nitnt,  and  Mr.  Caron  was  by  his  advice  appointed  Speaker  of  tlie  Council,  with 
a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  At  a  subsequent  period,  in  oidcr  t()  secure  the  continued 
services  of  Mr.  Caron,  whose  appointment  to  the  liench  had  been  coiilcmiilatcd, 
an  arrangement  was  effected,  intended  to  be  merely  temporary,  under  which  that 
gentleman  held  the  office  of  Sjieaker,  without  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  This  arranj^e- 
nR'iit,  as  I  have  remarked  was  merely  temjiorary  to  meet  a  particular  exi^jency, 
and  was  not  deemed  a  desirable  one.  According  to  what  has  been  always  con- 
sidered a  convenient  crran^jement  of  the  Cabinet,  it  has  been  resolved  to  distribute 
the  offices  so  as,  if  possible,  to  have  an  equal  number  filled  by  gentlemen  from 
each  secti(jn  of  the  Province.  When  considering  with  Mr.  Morin  the  be>t  mode 
of  constructing  the  Government  we  found  that  there  were  eight  Departments,  the 
heads  of  which  held  seats  in  the  last  Cabinet  ;  there  was  l)esid(;s  the  Speaker  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  who  might  fairly  be  required  to  share  the  responsibilities 
of  office,  and  who,  in  fact,  had  done  so  under  the  two  former  administrations.  If 
the  same  distributit)n  were  to  prevail  as  foimerly,  Upper  Canada  would  be  re- 
presented in  the  (lovernment  by  the  Inspector  General,  the  Postmaster  Lleneral, 
the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  and  the  Attorney  General,  while  Lower 
Canada  woulil  have  the  Secretary,  the  Receiver  General,  the  Attorney  General, 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative 
Council.  I  felt  convinced  that  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  would  not  be  satisfied 
with  such  an  arrangement,  especially  at  a  time  when  Lower  Canada  was  about  to 
obtain  the  additional  influence  of  the  Seat  of  Government.  I  claimed,  therefore, 
that  as  there  were  five  members  in  the  Lower  Canada  section  of  the  Cabinet,  the 
office  of  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Council  should  be  filled  up  by  an  Upper 
Canadian  ;  and  Mr  Morin  found  my  demand  so  perfectly  reasonable  that  he  con- 
sented to  it.  The  arrangement  was  m.ade,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  liefore 
any  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  proposed  incumbents.  It  was  certainly  always 
intended  to  obtain,  if  possible,  the  valuable  assistance  of  Mr.  Caron  in  the  Cabinet, 
and  it  was  justly  supposed  that  no  obstacle  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  by  him. 
So  far,  then,  from  your  supposition  being  correct  that  Mr.  Caron  was  brought 
into  the  Government  because  we  were  compelleil  to  make  a  sinecure  place  for  Mr. 
Cameron,  the  truth  is,  that  we  found  nine  principal  offices,  five  of  which  had  been 
filled  by  Lower  Canadians,  and  we  thought  it  desirable,  in  order  to  give  Upper 
Canada  its  proper  weight,  to  fill  with  an  Upper  Canadian  an  office  sanctioned  by 
Parliament,  and  which  you  at  all  events  are  not  warranted  in  designating  as  a 
sinecure,  since  you  not  only  supported  the  Act  of  last  Session  by  which  it  was  con- 
firmed, but  you  delibeiately  voted  as  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committe^j'^i'7;;/j/  i/j 
aliolition.  I  believe  that  many  strong  reasons  might  be  urged  in  favour  of  main- 
taining the  office  of  President  of  the  Council,  but  this  is  not  a  convenient  time  for 
discussing  the  question.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  express  my  belief  that  the  very 
parties  in  Upper  Canada  who  are  loudest  in  their  denunciation  of  me  for  having 
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recommended  the  filling  up  of  the  office  in  question,  would  have  made  even  louder 
coiniilaints  had  I  coiisi,'iitt.'d  tn  an  arrangement  under  which  Lower  Canada  would 
)iavc  liad  five  principal  otifici'S  (tlic  Speaker  l>eing  either  in  or  out  of  the  Cabinet) 
and  Upper  Canada  only  four  I  had  reason  to  know  that  the  arrangements  which 
existed  prior  to  the  late  r<  signation,  and  which  in  Lower  Cnnada,  no  doubt,  were 
found  quite  satisfactory,  gave  great  dissatisfaction  in  Upper  Canada.  It  was  urged 
tl;at  although  there  were  actually  in  the  Administration  four  members  for  each  sec- 
tion of  the  Province,  the  two  best  offices — the  Speakerships — were  filled  by  Lower 
Cannilians.  It  is  most  disagreeable  to  me  to  have  to  refer  to  these  feelings  of  jealousy 
but  you  must  be  aware  that  I  am  charged  by  many  with  being  under  Lower  C'anada 
influence,  and  that  I  was  bound  to  take  care  that  in  the  new  arrangements,  full 
ju>^ti(.e  was  done  to  that  section  of  the  Province  whose  interests  were  more  (lecu- 
liarly  confided  to  me.  It  is  true  that  an  arrangement  might  have  been  effected  that 
Would  have  satisfied  Ujiper  Canada,  without  rendering  it  necessary  to  fill  up  the 
office  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  Council.  1  might  have  demanded  of 
Mr.  Morin  that  as  the  office  of  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council  had  been  filled 
fur  Several  years  by  a  Lower  Canadian,  it  should  now  be  placed  at  my  disposal  to 
assist  my  arrangements.  Had  such  a  proposition  as  this  been  made  or  acceded  to 
I  am  convinced  it  would  have  been  far  from  acceptable  to  Lower  (."anada.  It  is 
clear  from  your  letter  that  you  are  dissatisfied  because  in  the  new  arrangements 
Upper  Canada  has  been  placed  on  a  footing  of  equality,  as  regards  offices,  with 
Lower  Canada.  While  on  this  topic  I  must  beg  you  to  understand  that  I  do  not 
consider  it,  by  any  means,  indispensable  that  the  ten  offices  should  always  be  filled 
or  that  any  objection  ought  to  be  made  by  either  section  of  tlie  Province  to  the 
other  having  a  preponderance  of  members  in  the  Cabinet.  No  one,  I  presume,  in 
the  ]iresent  day,  imagines  for  a  moment  that  the  policy  of  a  Government  is 
influenced  by  a  majority  of  votes  in  a  Cabinet,  for  whose  acts  each  minister  is  held 
responsible.  What  I  desire  to  impress  on  you  is  that,  although  for  the  sake  of 
economy  I  would  consent,  as  I  did  during  the  last  two  years,  to  see  five  out  of  the 
nine  ])riiicipal  offices  filled  by  Lower  Canadians,  I  consider  that  Lower  Canada 
has  no  right  to  complain  if  it  be  deemed  advisable,  in  order  to  strengthen  the 
Government,  that  a  fifth  member  should  be  taken  from  Upper  Canada. 

I  proceed  now  to  consider  your  third  objection  to  the  late  arrangements,  which 
is,  that  French  Canadian  influence  has  been  diminished,  and  especially  in  the  substi- 
tution of  Mr.  Young  for  Mr,  bourret.  I  can  discover  no  point  in  your  allusion  to 
the  communication  addressed  by  Sir  Charles  Ragot  to  Mr,  Lafontaine.  At  the 
period  when  that  communication  was  made  thr^re  was  not  a  single  French  Cana- 
dian in  the  Administration,  and  the  moral  effect  on  the  public  mind  was  that  a 
most  influential  section  of  the  population  was  excluded  from  all  influence  in  the 
government.  It  was  never  imagined  that  justice  to  the  French  Canadians  consisted 
in  there  being  any  particular  number  of  that  race  in  the  Cabinet,  or  that  any  par- 
ticular offices  should  be  filled  by  gentlemen  of  that  origin.  It  must  be  sufficiently 
obvious  that  if,  in  addition  to  all  other  difficulties  to  be  surmounted,  such  narrow 
views  as  those  urged  in  your  letter  were  to  influence  public  men,  it  would  be  almo.st 
impossible  to  effect  any  satisfactory  arrangement.  For  instance,  the  Government 
must  be  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  a  gentleman  peculiarly  qualified  from  his  pre- 
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vious  pursuits  to  be  Jit  the  head  of  the  department  of  Fubhc  Works,  because  he 
haiipcns  not  to  be  of  French  origin.  It  seems  difficult  to  imagine  that  any  well- 
founded  apprehension  could  be  felt  of  injustice  to  the  French  Canadian  race,  wiien 
a  gentleman  of  that  origin  was  called  on  to  advif-e  the  Governor  (ieneral  on  the 
con>truction  of  the  Lower  Canada  section  of  the  Administration.  There  was 
infii.itely  more  danger  of  a  contrary  feeling  paii  '.ng  ground,  and,  most  uni^uestion- 
ably,  had  the  course  indicated  by  you  been  adopted,  there  would  have  been  general 
discontent  aii.ong  that  poition  of  the  Lower  Canada  population  which  isofiiritish 
origin.  I  confesr  that  I  have  been  surprised  to  learn  from  your  letter  tli;U  any 
dissatisfaction  had  been  felt  witli  the  late  arrangements,  owing  to  the  alleged 
diminution  of  French  Canadian  influence.  A  candid  '  onsideration  of  fiicts  must, 
I  think,  entirely  remove  this  feeling,  if,  indeed,  it  exist  at  all.  It  so  happens  that 
precisely  the  same  offices  are  held  by  Lower  Car  .dians  in  the  present  as  in  the 
last  Administration,  while  there  are  piecisely  the  same  relative  number  of  gentle- 
men of  French  and  ofBrilish  origin.  Prior  to  the  late  resignation,  the  Attorney- 
General,  the  Receiver  General,  the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  the 
(.hief  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  were  of  French  origin,  while  the  Secretary 
and  the  Solicitor  Central  were  of  British  origin.  Under  the  new  arrangements, 
the  Receiver  General,  the  Provincial  Secretary,  the  SjK'aker  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  the  Solicitor  General  will  be  of  French  origin,  while  the  Attorney 
General  and  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  will  be  of  British  origin, 
It  is  true,  as  you  say,  that  there  is  no  longer  a  French  Canadian  at  the  head  of  the 
Public  Works,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  the  office  of  Provincial  Secretary,  .an 
oflice  second  to  none  in  importance  and  influence,  is  filled  by  a  French  Canadian. 
It  is  also  irue  that,  owing  to  the  arrangements  in  the  Law  Department,  the  office  of 
Solicitor  General,  which  is  not  a  Cabinet  one,  will  be  filled  by  a  French  instead  of 
a  British  Canadian.  This,  after  all,  is  the  great  grievance,  which,  in  your  opinion 
justifies  you  in  w ithholding  confidence  from  the  Government,  and  in  chaiging  it 
with  treating  the  French  Canadians  with  injustice.  To  the  substitution  nf  Mr. 
Young  for  Mr.  Leslie  no  objection  could  be  made  on  the  score  of  origin.  Had  the 
Attorney-General  been  a  French  Canadian,  the  relative  position  of  the  two  races 
would  have  been  precisely  as  it  was  under  the  last  i  'nistration.  But  to  have 
effected  such  an  arrangement  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  have  placed  the  new 
Law  offu'er  over  Mr.  Drummond's  head,  leaving  him  still  Solicitor  General.  I 
gather  indeed,  from  your  letter,  that  you  would  have  insisted,  had  you  been  in 
Mr.  Morin's  place,  with  filling  all  the  offices  with  French  Canadians,  except  that 
of  Attorney-General.  You  say  .hat  you  approve  of  Mr.  Drummond's  being  in  the 
Administration,  but  that  you  would  ake  to  see  him  there  representing  British 
origin.  The  only  object  that  I  can  see  in  endeavouring  to  serure  the  assistance  of 
one  or  more  gentleman  of  British  origin  i  the  Administration  is  to  obtain  the 
si.pport  and  confidence  cf  the  population  of  that  origin,  aiul  to  relieve  the  Ciovern- 
menl  from  the  reproixh  of  pnintedly  excluding  them.  No  real  fiend  of  the  l'"rench 
Canadians  would  have  desired  that  Mr.  Morin  should  have  made  his  arrangements 
on  the  princi|)Ie  of  excluding  the  British  race,  in  the  same  way  that  the  French 
Canad.ans  were e. .eluded  at  the  period  when  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  memorable  com- 
munication was   nade.     Now  l  contend  that  if  the  Lower  Canada  section  of  the 


il 


SIR    FRANCIS    IIINCKS,    K.l'.M.O.,    C.H. 


2G9 


Cahiiut  had  l)een  ,irran,i,'ed  according  to  your  siigycstion,  witli  Mr.  Drumnuind  as 
tlif  only  member  of  liritisli  origin,  tiio  universal  opinion  among  tlie  I'.ritish  poiiula- 
tion  would  h.we  been  that  the  Cabinet  had  been  framed  on  a  principle  of  e\clu-ion, 
I  gather  from  the  concluding  remarks  in  your  letter,  that  you  are  umlcr  the  in.pres- 
sion  that  Mr.  Young  has  brought  no  influence  to  theCiovornmcnt  I  nuisl  be  per- 
mitted to  express  niy  entire  dissent  from  this  opinion;  I  frel  jiersuaded  lluil  the 
nppointinent  has  had  the  desired  et'lect  :  that  ihe  couinuTcial  classes  of  Moninal 
anil  (Juebec  feel  that  the  oiler  of  a  sent  in  the  Cribinet  to  Mr.  Young  could  have 
bci-n  made  with  no  other  object  than  to  convince  ihcni  tl.at  there  was  every  desire 
on  the  part  of  liie  Government  to  aflord  the  means  of  rejr.e'-ent.rg  their  wishes  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner,  andtliat  there  was  every  desiie  to  nncl  their  reason- 
able demands.  I  am  not  of  your  opinion  that  Mr.  Young  can  propeily  be 
designated  as  "  un  homme  p!iicc' en  di'/iors  di'  /a  7'ir /'iiHiqiir."  It  is  true  he  liad  not 
been  in  I'arliament,  but  the  prominent  part  which  helms  taken  durii  g  the  last  few 
years  in  ]Monuiting  our  great  internal  comnninicalions  has  made  his  name 
generally  known  to  the  public  in  al'  parts  both  tif  I'pp.er  and  Lower  Canada,  as  it 
is  likewise  extensively  well-knevn  in  the  United  States,  and  even  in  Kngland. 
His  political  views  are  known  to  be  (juite  in  harmony  with  those  of 
the  Adininistration,  and  he  certaiidy  is  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  office 
winch  he  has  consented  to  take  charge  of.  I  believe  tliat  you  are  entirely  misiaken 
in  supposing  that  Mr.  Younr;  required  the  influence  of  office  to  obtain  a  seat  in 
I'aihament.  1  feel  convinced  that,  had  he  thought  projK^r  to  express  a  de-ire  to 
be  m  I'arliament,  he  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  being  returned.  You  appeal 
to  uie  at  the  conclusion  of  your  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  injustice  done  to 
the  I'lench  (Janadian  race,  as  follows  : — "  Voits:  siiTrz  que  nui  />olitiqiii'  coii.'t^nite 
a  ete  a'' hiter  Ics  aifthiitivus  a\uigine^  et  iie  a  »il>a/lre  dc  tcKtes  nirs  foires  /cs  />r,jii^es 
iiatioiuiKX."  I  freely  acknowledge  that  I  always  gave  you  credit,  up  to  the  time 
when  1  read  the  letter  now  before  me,  for  being  superior  to  any  narrow  prejudices  ; 
but  1  cannot,  in  candour,  withhold  from  you  my  opinion  that  your  recent  conduct 
is  calculated  to  excite  those  very  prejudices  which  you  profess  to  desj'ise.  In  d  s- 
cussing  Mr.  Young's  appointment  you  have  incidentally  referred  to  the 
reason  which  prevented  my  honou'able  colleague,  Mr.  Morin,  from  seeking  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  liourret  in  the  new  Administration.  I  cannot  allow  the 
o])|iiinunity  to  pass  without  a  remark,  especially  as  you  have  attempted  to  fisten 
on  us  a  charge  of  inconsistency,  in  replacing  a  member  of  the  Cabmet,  having  a 
seat  in  the  Legislative  Council,  with  a  member  taken  from  the  same  body.  My 
])re\iniis  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  Speakership  of  the  Legislative  Coi  ncil  .nre 
a  sufficient  answer  to  this  charge.  It  so  ha]ipened  that  out  of  five  piiiicipal 
offices  held  by  Lower  Canada  in  the  last  Administration  four  were  liehl  by 
me.nbeis  of  the  Legislative  Council.  It  was  deemed,  both  by  Mr.  Morin  and 
myself,  indispensable  that,  in  the  new  arrangements,  the  Clovernnient  should 
be  strengthened  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  I  need  not  assure  you  that  every 
niend)er  of  the  late  Ailministrr.tion  entertained  both  for  Mr.  Ltslie  and  Mr. 
liourret  sentimeiits  of  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  and  that  Mr.  Morin  fully 
pailicipaied  in  those  .entiments.  It  was,  however,  deemed  advisable  to  adopt  as 
a  principle  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  Cabinet  that    tin.  number  of  Legislative 
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Councillors  in  the  Administration  shouM  not  exceed  two  for  each  section.  One 
of  the  three  must  neces>arily  be  the  Speaiter  of  the  Council  Vou  will  therel'oie 
pi-rceive  that  there  was  no  inconsistency  at  all  events  in  our  arrangements.  We 
required  that  two  important  (iepartment<,  those  of  tiie  Secretary  and  the  I'lili'.  c 
Works,  should  be  filled  l)y  members  of  the  Commons  House  of  Parliamenl.  I 
feel  that  I  have  extended  my  remarks  on  your  letter  perhaps  to  an  unnasonaljle 
lenj^th,  and  I  cannot  but  express  my  regret  that  the  nature  of  your  objections  .o 
the  late  arrangements  has  been  such  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  discuss 
questions  which  I  would  much  rather  have  avoided.  My  excuse  mu-t  be  that  you 
have  to  some  extent  based  your  declaration  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  present 
Administration  on  what  I  must  be  permitted  to  call  very  narrow  and  unsiates- 
nianlike  grounds.  I  have  only  in  conclusion  to  rep^-at  the  expres  ion  of  my  re;,'ret, 
that  you  should  have  abandoned  your  pol.tical  friends  at  a  time  when  I  oncive 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  friend  to  a  liberal  but  constitutional  Government  to  ■,;ive 
a  cordal  support  to  the  present  .\  Iministration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bj,  dear  Sir, 


Yours  faithfully, 


F.  HINCKS. 
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QUEBKC,  8th  Nov.,  185 1. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wrote  in  my  note  of  the  5th,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  3rd,  tint 
this  last  sinned  by  omissions,  and  errors  of  facts  and  judgment,  so  important,  .hat 
it  rendered  necessary  an  answer  on  my  part.  I  demand  permission  to  make  this 
re]ilv,  preceding  my  observations  by  a  succinct  analysis  of  my  letter  of  the  21st 
of  last  month. 

1st.  Called  to  form  an  Administration,  instead  of  resting,  in  the  first  place,  on 
the  healthy  portion  of  the  party — the  power  which  could  alone  give  guarantees  of 
stability,  you  went  to  fin<l  your  bisis  in  elements  in  a  state  of  dissolution.  You 
have  sacrificed  the  power  which  can  always  save  you,  in  any  event,  in  order  to 
give  your  hand  to  your  most  violent  enemies.  That  is,  accordin^j  to  me,  yoar 
greatest  error. 

2nd.  You  have  made  ministers  of  men  who,  up  to  this  time,  have  preached  social 
political  and  financial  doctrines  of  impossible  application. 

3rd.  Acknowledging,  thus,  that  you  no  longer  existed  as  a  party  in  Upper 
Canada,  you  went  to  ask  for  aid  of  an  evil  principle,  which  we  have  combated 
together.  This  jirinciple  has  been  imposed  on  you  by  ti,.en  whom  you  rejected  as, 
dangerous  in  1849.  These  men,  while  entering  into  the  Administration,  ha-'e 
continued  or  created  for  themselves  those  places  which  they  declared  were  sinecures 
in  1849. 

4th.  You  have  accepted,  as  colleagues,  men  in  whom  you  coult'.  place  no 
confidence,  and  to  whom  you  dared  not,  either  in  1850  or  in  i};'49,  confide 
any  important  and  responsible  departments  ;  and  this  at  the  risk  even,  uinler 
the  influence  of  the  principle  whose  alliance  you  have  coveted,  of  re-establishing 
for  these  men  the  situations  which  they  denounced  as  sinecures  in  1849. 
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5th.  By  admittinfT  Clear  Clritism  in  tlie  ("lovernment.  you  have  also  adniitted 
socalism,  and  tlidt  of  the  worst  kind  — socialism  which  longs  for  the  dt'slniclion 
of  our  institutions,  and  which  daily  expresses  this  lonj^ing  in  its  journals.  Vou 
avow  that  it  imposes  itself,  and  that  it  is  strong  enough  to  command  a  position. 
Tliis  avowal  ought  to  have  been  at  all  hazards  avoided.  You  have  tiius  again 
admitted  that  it  was  good  and  acceptal)le  as  an  element  of  Government. 

()th.  15y  accepting  the  principle  in  Upper  Canada,  you  have  given  the  oppor- 
tunity for  its  existence,  you  have  justified  and  glorified  it  even  in  Lower  Canada. 

7th.  If  you  pretend  that  the  men  of  whom  I  speak  are  not  the  chiefs  of  Clear 
Griiism,  I  answer  :  They  have  nowhere  denied  their  ]iartizans  nor  their  ]iro- 
grnmmes.  It  is  this  principle,  and  this  principle  alone,  which  has  borne  them  to 
power.     In  disavowing  it  they  would  ruin  themselves. 

Sih.  By  associating  yourself  with  Clear  Gritism,  which  is  in  the  pangs  of 
dissolution,  and  badly  seated  on  its  volcanic  base,  you  have  exposed  the  t-ntire 
party  to  lie  beaten,  and  you  lose,  perhaps  without  resource,  the  power  of  which  I 
sjioke  above — the  power  which,  as  you  have  yourself  admitted  in  the  house, 
during  the  last  session,  might  connect  itself  at  need  with  any  reasonable  political 
element.  If  we  have  been  vanquished  with  that  power  it  is  a  proof  that  govern- 
ment may  proceed  without  that  power. 

9th.  This  first  error  having  made  difficulties  for  you  in  Upper  Canada,  has 
also  made  them  for  you  in  Lower  Canada.  The  five  ministers  for  Upper  Canada 
naturally  forced  on  you  five  ministers  from  Lower  Canada  ;  but  as  you  had  only 
four  offices  you  were  obliged  to  address  yourself  to  Mr.  Caron  to  make  of  him  the 
fifth  minister. 

loth.  Not  only  did  the  French  Canadians  enter  power  in  1842,  as  a  portion  of 
the  Liberal  Lower  Canadian  party,  but  their  admission  to  power  by  Sir  Charles 
]5agot  was  a  measure  of  justice  and  restoration.  And  in  order  that  this  justice 
and  restoration  might  be  complete  they  were  bound  to  come  to  power,  as  much  as 
possible  according  to  their  numbers. 

lith.  You  have  chosen  a  man  for  the  ministry  who  is  not  in  public  life  ;  who 
never  has  been  in  public  life  ;  and  who  has  belonged  only  recently  to  the  Liberal 
party. 

It  now  remains  to  inquire  how  you  have  answered  these  heads  of  the  indict- 
ment. I  know  not  by  what  inadvertence,  for  which  1  cannot  find  a  reason, 
you  have  passed  in  silence  the  first  and  heaviest  of  the  accusations  made  in  my 
letter  of  the  31st  October.  This  omission  is  so  much  the  more  strange,  because 
I  affirmed,  in  developing  my  ideas  at  considerable  length,  that  the  cause  of  all 
the  evil  was  in  this  first  and  gravest  mistake.  Your  greatest  error,  I  repeat,  is 
in  having  ceased  to  maintain  that  power,  to-day,  as  foimerly,  the  only  real  force 
of  the  party — which  has  made  you  what  you  are,  and  without  which  you  cannot 
remain  in  power  for  an  hour — which  you  regarded  as  the  jilank  of  safety, 
for  the  Government  during  the  last  Session,  in  view  of  the  evident  dissolution 
of  the  Upper  Canada  Liberal  party.  You  formally  deny  that  you  have  admitted 
socialism  to  the  Government,  and  you  affirm,  while  you  declare  that  you 
know  them  better  than  me,  that  Messrs.  Rolph  and  Cameron  are  not  socialists' 
But   you  have  not  said  one  word  of  Clear   Gritism  :  nor  have  you  denied  that 
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it  is  hilt  socialism  under  another  name  :  that  wouhl  liave  been  difficult  in  face  of 
the  hundieds  of  platforms  erected  at  the  same  moment  all  over  Upper  Canada. 
If  it  be  not  socialism,  what  is  socialism? 

■S'ou  alletje  that  all  you  have  done  has  been  to  set  on  one  side  questions  of 
minor  importance,  in  order  to  conduct  the  Liberals  to  the  hustings  in  a  united 
body.  Here  it  would  be  well  to  ascertain  what  you  mean  by  questions  of"  minor 
importance";  for  Clear  (Iritism,  brandishing  its  flaming  torch,  shakes  it  with 
frenzied  fury  at  all  our  social  and  political  ins'i,  lions.  Pulling  down  everything 
even  to  the  earth,  and  calling  everything  in  ([uestion,  it  desires  to  liegin  society 
anew,  precisely  after  the  manner  of  the  Euro]iean  Socialists.  But  why  insist 
longer  on  this  point  ?  Have  not  yourself  spoken  of  the  Clear  Grits  as 
Socialists,  in  recently  addressing  the  liberal  electors  of  0.\ford  ?  I  know  very 
well  that  Messrs.  Roliihand  Cameron  do  not  push  the  a]i])lication  of  their  ductrines 
so  far  as  this,  and  I  am  convinced  that,  individually,  they  are  not  Socialists.  But 
at  its  commencement,  they  gave  to  public  opinion  an  impulsion  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion— to  thai  very  public  opinion  which  has  borne  them  to  power,  which  now  goes 
far  ahead  of  them,  and  which  they  cannot  attempt  to  turn  back,  without  exposing 
themselves  to  fall.  Besides,  it  is  not  by  private  communications  that  I  would 
endeavour  to  judge  public  men,  but  by  their  pulilic  acts.  Are  not  Messrs.  Rolph 
and  Cameron  chiefs  of  that  Clear  Grit  school,  which  has  broken  up  the  Liberal 
party  of  Upper  Canada  ?  I L.ve  they  anywhere  repudiated  its  doctrines?  Ii  so, 
lei  it  be  told,  that  the  truth  may  be  known.  No  :  Dr.  Rolph  has  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ]irotesting  solemnly  against  these  subversive  doctrines,  and  he  has  pre- 
served a  significant  silence  by  turning  the  question.  Tiie  Thirtl  Rid.ng  of  York 
offered  its  suffrages  ;  at  the  same  time  presenting  its  Clear  t^rit  programme.  Did 
he  reject  this  programme  with  indignation  ?  No  :  he  was  satisfied  with  advising 
the  members  of  the  electoral  convention  to  choose  a  deputy  from  among  the  ho]iefiil 
tyoung  men  of  their  county.  Mr.  Rolph  then  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  one  of 
he  ciiief  of  the  Socialist,  or,  if  you  please,  the  Clear  Grit  school.  But  you  th  nk 
it  strange  that  I  affirm  that,  governed  by  this  principle,  you  have  admitted  among 
you  dangerous  men.  Yet  you  carefully  avoid  an  answer  to  the  more  direct  alk;;a- 
tion  : — Mr.  Cameron  left  your  Administration  because  you  would  not  give  him  the 
Crown  Lands  Department ;  not  having  confiflence  in  him — again,  that  you  and 
your  colleagues  accused  him  in  the  House,  as  well  as  by  the  press,  of  having  given 
publicity  to  your  most  private  conversations,  and,  at  the  same  time,  of  travestying 
them.  I  do  not  judge  him  ;  but  if  the  man  against  whom  you  have  preferred  these 
charges  be  not  a  dangerous  man  the  language  of  mankind  has  lost  its  meaning.  I 
wish  to  observe  to  you  that  you  give  too  great  latitude  to  these  words,  wliich, 
however,  I  do  not  retract: — "Their  past,  without  reproach,  their  devotion  of 
twenty-five  years  ;  their  long  and  constant  sacrifices  ;  the.r  self-denial,  so  well 
known,  that  it  has  become  proverbial ;  guarantee  then  from  all  suspicion  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  and  will  make  them  float  pure  and  untouched,  on  the  remains 
of  the  shipwreck  to  which  their  blunder  will  perhaps  conduct  them."  But  in  any 
case  tills  does  not  justify  the  errors  and  faults  of  which  I  complain.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate that  changes  of  position  shoulil  cause  things  to  be  seen  in  such  different 
lights,  ami  often  make  them  to   be  judged  in  sucli  opposite  ways  j  for  admitting 
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that  Mr.  Cameron  left  the  ministry  under  the  pretext  that  the  second  commissioner 
of  public  works  was  useless,  and  that  he  afterwards  declared  equally  against  the 
office  of  I'resident  of  the  Executive  Council,  you  still  add,  th.Tt  liis  inincipal  ohjtc- 
tion  to  office  rested  on  the  political  character  of  the  first-mentioned  jiost.  To 
answer  you.  I  have  no  need  to  do  more  than  send  you  back  to  the  rejiort  of  the 
famous  Special  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  called  the  "Retrenchment 
Cumniittee,''  before  which  Mr.  Cameron  declared  in  1850,  that  in  two  hours  work 
daily,  an  active  man  could  fulfil  the  whole  duty  of  the  I'lihlic  Works  Deiiartment. 
J  regret  sincerely  that  stepping  before  the  princijile  of  which  I  i-poke  just  now  \ou 
should,  as  a  minister  of  1849,  lifive  found  yourself  exposed  to  the  humiliating 
necessity  of  justifying  Mr.  Cameron's  conduct  towards  th«  Ministry  in  1S49.  I 
wish  to  make  you  observe  that  I  have  never  regarded  the  post  of  Second  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  as  a  sinecure  ;  nor  in  an  absolute  manner  that  of  the 
I'lvsiilent  of  the  Executive  Council.  My  judgment  has  had  reference  to  persons 
and  circumstances.  Those  ])laces  are  sinecures  for  men  who  have  declared  them 
to  be  so,  and  you  were  not  justified  in  preserving  them,  or  re-establishing  them  for 
such  men.  If  you  were,  there  are  no  principles  of  action  for  ]niblic  men,  and 
vhat  was  evil  to-day  for  them  may  become  good  to-morrow,  umler  a  change  of 
circumstances,  Still  I  must  say  that,  names  apart,  I  support  your  remarks,  as  to 
the  necessity  of  leaving  a  certain  latitude  to  those  charged  with  the  direction  of 
pul)lic  affairs. 

You  say  that  when  it  was  decided  by  Mr.  Morin  an<l  yourself,  to  give  the  Pre- 
sidency of  the  Council  to  an  Up;>er  Canadian,  you  did  not  dream  of  making  a 
minister  out  of  Mr.  Cameron.  'I'hat  is  possible,  and  I  believe  you;  but,  then, 
who  imposed  upon  you  Mr.  Cameron,  of  whom  yu.'  thought  nothing  when  you 
re-established  this  Presidency  of  the  Council.  Some  time  ago,  we  read  in  the 
Upper  Canada  newspapers  a  list  of  ministers  in  which  Mr.  Mori  is  figured  as  Com- 
missioner of  Crown  Lands  and  Mr.  Cameron  as  Post  Master;  thus  disposing  of 
an  elTicient  man  who  has  secured  the  esteem  of  all  the  world.  Why  did  you  not 
give  the  Crown  Lands  to  .\lr.  Cameron  and  leave  the  Presidency  of  the  Council  to 
Mr.  Rolph?  Why  is  Dr.  Rolph  no  longer  President  of  the  Council,  and  why 
again,  upon  the  determination  of  Mr.  Morris  to  remain  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, were  not  the  Crown  Lands  given  to  Mr.  Cameron,  as  he  desireci  in  1849  ? 
Was  it  not  because  you  feared  the  danger  to  which  I  all  'ed  in  my  letter  of  the 
31st  October.  It  is  not  1 ;  it  is  you,  who,  by  your  conduct,  have  proposed  the 
question  in  this  form. 

You  say  that,  under  the  Lafontaine  Administration,  the  President  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  was  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  that  afterwards,  to  secure  the 
services  of  Mr,  Caron,  whose  appointment  to*  the  Bench  was  in  contemplation, 
other  arrangements  were  made,  so  that  Mr.  Caron  left  the  Cabinet  ;  but,  that  these 
arrangements  could  only  be  temporary  ;  that  at  present  the  President  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  must  be  in  the  Cabinet ;  and  that  he  being  nici.-,  if  the  President  of 
the  Executive  Council  were  wanting,  this  would  give  a  preponderance  to  Lower 
Canada,  and  would  derange  the  necessary  ecjuilibrium  of  the  two  sections  of  the 
Province.  This  reasoning  surprises  me,  1  confess  in  the  mouth  of  an  able  man, 
whose  plausibility  is  proverbial.     From  this  reasoning  it  results  that  Mr.  Caron, 
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as  President  of  the  Legislative  Council  was  a  natural  member  of  the  Cabinet  ;  that 
because  Mr.  Cavon  wisiied  to  be  a  judge,  or  because  others  wished  to  make  a 
judge  of  him,  he  left  the  Cabinet  in  order,  that  he  might  be  able,  without  encum- 
brance, lo  take  his  seat  on  tlie  bjiich  ;  but  that  at  last  it  was  found  necessary  to 
return  to  tiie  natural  and  normal  stale  of  things,  at  the  risk  of  giving  liie  lie  to  the 
conleni|ilation,  or  of  acting  upon  it,  and  so  giving  tlie  liet.)  the  stringent  conditions 
of  tiie  normal  state.  In  fact,  however,  there  was  notliing  to  render  it  necessary 
to  [)lace  the  President  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Cabinet,  and  tiuis  to  re- 
establish that  place,  in  order  to  jireserve  the  balance  in  the  two  Provinces  against 
the  Presidency  of  tlie  Executive  Council.  This  arrangement  simply  aeUled  a  salary 
of  ;^Soo  to  the  civil  list.  That  is  what  it  costs  to  re-establish  an  equilibrium 
which  ought  never  to  have  been  disturbed.  If  you  had  placed  Mr.  Caron  at  the 
Public  Woiks,  you  would  have  had  no  need  to  give  yourself  all  this  troid>le  to 
unmake  and  remake  equilibriums,  and  you  would  have  saved  the  country  /'l,2oo, 
to  wit  :  ;^40o  for  tiie  salary  of  the  President  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  ;^Soo 
for  tiial  of  the  PiesidLiit  of  the  Executive  Council. 

Prime  Minister  for  Upper  Canada,  it  is  evident  that  you  wrote  your  letter  to  me 
for  Upper  Canada,  and  I  am  not  surprised  that  you  should  have  hastened  its 
publication  at  the  moment  when  you  were  about  to  meei  your  electors  in  Oxford. 
It  was  thus,  if  rumour  speaks  correctly,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  a  tour  in  your 
county,  you  precipitated  the  dissolution  of  Parliament,  which,  according  to  the 
arrangement  made  with  your  colleagues,  was  to  be  allowed  to  die  a  natural  death. 
I  do  not  blame  you  •'or  this,  though  it  is  tiiere  that  I  see  your  gravest  error,  or 
rather  tiiat  winch  imineiliately  preceded  it.  But  then  you  must  not  blame  me,  if 
I,  deputy  from  Lower  Canada,  while  the  equilibrium  is  preserved  between  the  two 
Provinces,  ask  justice  for  those  who  have  made  me  what  I  am. 

According  to  the  easily-made  arrangement  which  I  have  described  the  public 
departments  would  be  divided  as  follows  ; — For  Upper  Canada,  the  Inspector 
General  ;  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  ;  the  Post  Office  ;  and  the  Attorney 
Generalship — for  Lower  Canada,  the  Provincial  Secretaryship  ;  tlie  Chief  Com- 
missionership  of  Public  Works  ;  the  Receiver  Generalship  ;  and  the  Attorney 
Generalship.  As  we  have  come  to  counting  and  weighing  the  value  of  situations 
I  must  also  tell  you  that,  by  your  arrangements.  Lower  Canada  possesses  but  one 
of  those  departments,  which  are  of  importance  in  regard  to  patronage,  that  of  the 
Public  Works,  whereas  Upper  Canada  has  three,  viz.,  the  Crown  Lands,  the 
Customs,  and  the  Post  Office.  The  seat  of  government  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question  we  are  discussing  ;  and  I  am  astonished  that  you  should  have  given 
it  as  a  reason  which  induced  Mr.  Morin  to  accept  the  present  ministerial  arrange- 
ments. From  1841  to  1843,  ^^^^  President  of  the  Legislative  Council  was  a 
Lower  Canadian  and  that  of  the  Elective  Chamber  an  Upper  Canadian.  To- 
morrow, by  the  caprice  of  the  elections,  or  by  considerations  difficult  to  be  fore- 
seen, Lhe  President  of  the  Elective  Chamber  might  be  an  Upper  Canadian.  Hut 
all  these  inconveniences  you  might  have  avoided  by  making  Mr.  Caron  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works. 

You  tell  me  you  see  nothing  of  what  strikes  me  in  the  document  of  Sir  Charles 
liagot,  to  which  1  alluded  in  my  letter  on  the  31st  of  last  month,    relative  to  the 
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French  Canadians.     You  affirm  that  then  the  position  of  affairs  was  very  dilTer- 
ent,  since  the  French  Canadians  were  utterly  excluded  from  the  (jovernmciit,  so 
that  it   was  judged   necessary  to  obtain    ihe  supjnjrt  of  their   powerful   iiifluence. 
liui  then,  according  to  your  view  of  the  case,  the  French  Canadians  were  not  to 
partake  of  power  according  to  the  measure  of  justice  :  it  was  not  desired  tu  see 
them  thjre,  except  in  order  to  be  stayed    up  by  their  ])owerful  influence.      But,   if 
you  admit  that  it  was  unjust  to  exclude  them   from  power  as  French  Canad  ans, 
you  must  also  admit  that  it  is  exclusion,  unless  you  give  them,  as  much  as  pr)ssi- 
ble,  the  share  that  their  numbers  require.      But  this  share  they  have  never  had,  nor 
in  leed  have  they  demanded  it  ;  for  if  they  had  they  must  have  been  represented  in 
tlif  Cal)inet  by  at  least  four  out  of  five  of  the  Lower  Canadian  ministers.     All  that 
I  nsk  for  them  is  that  they  should  not  be  lessened  still  more  ;  and  if  this  is  what 
you  call  having  narrow  views — if  this  is  what  you  designate  as  being  no  statesman, 
I  consent  to  meiit  these  appellations,  for  Justice  towards  me,  justice  toward  those 
I  am  specially  called  on  to  represent  as  a  French  Canadian,  and  the  delegate  of  a 
F'rench  Canadian  county— is  simple  justice,  and   that  is  all  my  jiolitics — the  only 
quality  which  I   desire  to  seek  in  order  to  merit   the  name  of  a  statesman  with 
enhuged  views.     If  in  the  position  where  I  am  I  cease  to  affirm  the  rights  of  my 
fellow-countrymen,  who  will  affirm    tliem  ?     It  is  not  to  answer  me  to  say,    "it 
appears  difficult  to  conceive  that  there  could  be  apprehensions  lest  injustice  should 
be'  (ioiie  to  the  i'rench  Canadians,   when  a  man  of  that  race   has  been  called  to 
reconstruct  the  Lower  Canadian  part  of  the  Administration.    There  was  infinitely 
ni(Jie  tlanger  of  a  contrary  apprehension,  and  certainly,  if  the  Course  pointed  ouj 
by  you  had  been  followed,  there  would  have  been  a  general  discontent  among  the 
Lower  Canadians  of  British  origin."'     The   Governor  General   naturally  ought  to 
ask  for  an  Administration  at  the  hands  of  those  men  who  commanded  the  great- 
est amount  of  influence  in  Lower  Canada,  and  to  have  acted  otherwise  would  have 
been,  on  his  part,  to  have  wounded  the  most  elementary  principles  of  Ihe  consiiiu- 
tion.     On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Morin,  by  too  much  leebleness  and  condescendence, 
or,  jierhaps,  by  forgetfulness,  might  cease  to  affirm  a  right   to  which  he  was  in  a 
position  to  give  weight,  and  to  which  he  ought  to  give   weight.     You  think  it 
strange  that  1  demand  justice  for  my  fellow-countrymen,  who  are  more  than  foui- 
fiftlisof  the  population  of  Lower  Canada  ;  and  you  say  that  the  other  population, 
which    is    but  one-fifth    of  the    first,   would    have  raised    loud    outcries,    if   it 
had  not    received  two-fifths   of  the  Lower   Canadian    Cabinet.     Whence,    then, 
do  you    take   your    measures  of  justice,   if  the    one  race  has  the  right  to  claim 
and  take  a  part  larger  than  belongs  to  its  numbers,  while  another  race  must  deny 
itself,  notwithstanding  it  forms  nearly  the  sole  force  of  power;  and  when  it  is 
even  meanness  on  its  part  to  claim  less  than  its  equitable  share.     I  wished  to  sse 
you  make  this  avowal,  for  1  knew  that  it  was  this  thouglit    which  made   you  go 
straight  to  Mr.  Young.     I  finish  my  remarks  on  this  point  by  asking  how  the  Ad- 
ministration would  have  been  received  in   Upper  Canada  if  it  gave  to  that    part 
ot  the  country  a  French  Canadian  Minister  ?—  My  Go  1 1  the  very  journals  which 
support  you  clap  their  hands  when  they  seethe  lessening  influence  of  the  Frerch  in 
the  .Vdministration.     You   have  not  answered  the   accusation    which   1   brought 
aga,n:,t  yoa,  of  having  given  the  Pres'dency  of  the  Board  of  Works  to  a  man  of 
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1  ritish  orij^in,  wliiin  tlie  sccoii.l  cliicf  of  that  dupartmtnt  was  also  of  Rritisli  origin. 
By  tliis  stc'])  not  onu  of  the  im|)ortiiiU  departmcius  o[  tiovi'inniunt  is  placed  under 
the  contiol  of  a  l'"iench  Canadian.  If  this  he  not  exclusion  tlien  the  wmd 
has  III!  sense  for  me.  I  wish  to  have  it  understood  that  I  have  no  ])ersonal  olijt-c- 
tion  lo  Mr.  Vouny.  On  the  contrary  I  have  a  hiyh  esteem  for  him,  and  if  his 
services  as  a  public  man  had  led  him  to  power  I  should  have  welcomed  him  with 
much  snti^faction.  I  desire  to  say  in  terminatiny;  this  letter  that,  in  spite  of  my 
convieiion  that  your  errors  place  the  party  in  peril,  my  mteniion  is  not  to  tlimw 
mystlf.with  my  head  dov.'n, into  the  arena  either  of  the  elections,or  of  the  newspapers, 
to  raise  up  a  violent  opposition  to  you.  In  refusin^j  the  situation  that  you  offered  me, 
I  wished  to  jilace  my  protest  before  the  country,  in  order  that  none  niight  there- 
after accuse  meof  havinj;  bent  the  knee  before  personal  interests,  and  thus  sacri- 
ficed truth  and  the  claims  of  my  fellow-citizens.  I  have  always  preached  union  to 
niy  comiiatriois,  sa)ing  that  that  alone  could  save  them,  and  you  will  not  see  me 
to-day  commence  the  work  of  dividing  them,  hajipen  what  may.  I  wish  to  be 
rij^ht  with  my  compatriots,  or  wrong  with  them  ;  for  the  greatest  wrong,  accord- 
ing to  my  views,  is  to  wish  to  be  rijiht  in  opposition  to  one's  country.  I  shall 
never  forget  that  in  the  interests  of  this  union  I  have  sustained  yon  many  years 
with  all  the  energy  and  ardour  of  which  I  was  capable— -at  one  time  against  a 
powerful  man,  at  another  against  a  bad  principle. 

I  subscribe  myself,  with  the  highest  consideration, 

JOSEPH  CAUCIION. 


One  of  the  first  questions  which  the  new  Government  was  obHged 
to  consider  was  the  expediency  of  aiding  in  the  establishment  of  a 
line  of  ocean  steamers.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  185 1  there 
had  been,  I  believe,  an  unofficial  correspondence  between  the  Hon. 
Senator  Ryan  of  Montreal  and  the  Hon  WiUiam  Hamilton  Merritt, 
but  1  am  not  able  to  state  more  than  tlie  mere  fact  that  such  was 
the  case.  Mr.  Ryan  subsequently  met  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Cunard, 
and  succeeded  in  impressing  on  him  the  importance  of  estabhshing 
such  a  line,  and  in  ascertaining  from  him  the  amount  of  subsidy 
which  he  would  be  inclined  to  accept.  Mr.  Ryan  had  subsequently 
some  further  correspondence  with  one  or  more  members  of  the 
Lafontaine  Administration,  after  Mr.  Merritt's  resignation,  in 
February  of  1851,  but  no  action  was  taken  until  after  the  formation  of 
the  new  Administration,  on  28th  October,  in  that  year,  when  the  late 
Hon.  John  Young  became  Minister  of  Public  Works.  After  due 
consideration,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  were  at  least  two  or 
three  parties  prepared  to  establish  a  line  of  Atlantic  steamers,  it 
rt^as  decided  to  invite  tenders  by  pubHc  advertisement.      I  am  under 
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the  impression  that  the  Cunard  Company  did  not  tender  at  all,  but 
certainly  the  lowest  offer  was  from  the  Liverpool  firm  of  McKean, 
McLarty  &  Co.,  and  it  was  deemed  ex])edient  to  enter  into  a  con- 
tract with  that  firm.  It  is  well  known  that  the  service  was  not 
satisfactorily  performed,  owing,  probably  to  the  war  with  Russia,  and 
that  a  new  contract  was  entered  into  with  the  Messrs.  Allan,  which 
has  subsisted  with  some  modifications  to  this  day.  In  later  days  other 
lines  have  been  established  without  having  been  subsidized,  but  no 
capitalist  could  have  been  induced  in  1851  to  embark  in  such  an 
enterprise  without  a  considerable  subsidy. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE    CLERGY    RESERVES    AND     COGNATE   QUESTIONS. 

In  resuming  my  notice  of  the  controversy  regarding  the  Clergy 
Reserves,  which  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  disruption  of  the  Reform 
party,  and  which  lasted  during  a  period  of  about  eight  years,  I  niust 
remind  my  readers  of  the  unllinching  opposition  that  I  gave  to  the 
Bill  introduced  and  carried  during  the  last  Session  of  the  Ujjper 
Canada  Legislature,  and  which  was  supported  most  zealously  by  the 
late  Dr.  Egerton  Ryerson,  as  noticed  in  preceding  pages.  In  the 
6th  chapter  of  the  Life  and  Speeches  of  Hon.  George  Brown,  the 
author,  the  Hon.  Alexander  Mackenzie,  has  done  me  the  justice  to 
state  :  "  That  Mr.  Hincks'  personal  views  were  wholly  in  favour  of 
"  perfect  religious  equality,  and  the  justice  of  the  other  measures 
"  sought  by  Reformers  probably  few  will  be  disposed  to  doubt." 
After  thus  admitting  the  truth  of  what  I  have  always  contended  for, 
;Mr.  Mackenzie  adds,  "  That  he  lamentably  failed  at  a  critical  time 
"  to  show  that  he  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions  no  one  will 
"  deny.  If  he  had  changed  his  ojnnions  he  should  have  frankly 
"  avowed  it,  and  resigned  the  position  he  had  attained  by  Liberal 
"  votes.  It  was  no  answer  to  the  reproaches  heaj)ed  upon  him  by 
"  those,  whose  aid  he  obtained  at  the  elections,  to  tly  into  a  passion 
"  and  threaten  to  join  his  political  adversaries."  Now  I  not  only 
deny  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  allegations,  but  I  propose  to  prove 
that  they  are  utterly  without  foundation.  No  one  knows  better  than 
Mr.  Mackenzie  that  it  was  his  friend  and  leader,  who  flew  into  a 
passion  without  cause,  after  his  defeat  by  Mr.  William  Lyon  Mac- 
kenzie in  Haldimand,  and  that  it  was  he  who,  with  the  aid  of  a  minority 
of  the  Liberal  members,  helped  the  Conservative  opposition  to  over- 
throw the  Liberal  Government,  and  to  destroy  the  old  Reform  party. 
The  chief  question  in  controversy  at  the  time  was  the  secularization 
of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  of  which  I  had  been  a  consistent  advocate 
years  before  either  the  Hon.  George  Brown, or  his  biographer,  the  Hon. 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  had  settled  in  Canada.  It  may  be  convenient 
here  to  state  the  precise  position  of  that  question.  The  Act  of  the 
Upper  Canada  Legislature  dividing  the  revenue  obtained  from  the 
Clergy  Reserves  was  disallowed  on  the  advice  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been  declared  unanimously,  by 
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the  judges  of  England  to  have  been   unconstitutionah     During  the 
discussions,  which  had  taken  place  in   Upjjcr   (Canada,   for  a  long 
period  of  years,  the   question   had  never  been  raised  as  to  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  the  Legislature  "  U)  vary  or  repeal  "  the  jjrovisions 
of  the  Imperial  Statute  of  1791,  which  was  expressly  conferred  u])on 
tlum.     It  was  held  by   the  English  judges  that  a  Colonial  Act  "to 
vary  or  repeal "  could  not  have  a  retroactive  effect,   but  must  be 
prospective  only.      Accordingly  it  was  determined  to  pass  an  Act 
of  the  Imperial    Parliament   to   make    sejjarate   provision   for    the 
reserves,  sold   prior  to  its  passage,  and  those  sold  subsetpiently,  the 
former  being  appropriated  to  the  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland 
as  the  only  Protestant  Churches  recognized  by  law,  and  the  latter  in 
accordance  with  the  disallowed  Provincial  Act.     Dr.  Ryerson  was 
in  England  when  the   Imperial  Act  was  passed,  and   the  Editor  of 
the  "  Story  of  my  Life  "  records  in  his  own  words  from  his  diary  of 
24th  July,  1840,  what  passed  at  an  interview  at  the  Colonial  Oflice 
between  Lord  John  Russell,  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  his  brother, 
Rev.  William  Ryerson,  and  himself:    "We  pointed  out  to  his  Lord- 
"  ship  the  injustice  of  the  Bill,  and  the  probable  consecpiences  if  it 
"  were  passed  in  its  present  shape.     We  si)oke  at  some  length,  but 
"  with  great  plainness,  intimating  that  we  regarded  the  measure  as 
"  the  forfeiture  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Coveru- 
"  ment,  as  the  violation  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  inhabit- 
"  ants  of  Upper  Canada,  and  as  the  cause  of  the  unpopularity  of 
"  the  British    Government   in    that  country.       But     His    Lordship 
"  appeared  inflexible,  and  seemed  to  regard  it  essential  to  conciliate 
"  the  Bishops,  but  not  essential  to  do  what  he  considered  just  in 
"  itself,  or  to  fulfil  the  declarations  of  Government  to  the  inhabitants 
"  of    Upper  Canada,  or  to  consult  their   oft-expressed    views  and 
<' wishes."     On  the  27th  Dr.  Ryerson  "prepared  a  long  letter    to 
"  Lord  John  Russell  on  the  Canada  Clergy  Reserve  Bill  now  before 
"  Parliament."     On  reading  the    foregoing  extracts  I    was  forcibly 
reminded  of  the  conversation  which  I  have  already  recorded  between 
Mr.  Lafontaine  and  Captain  Higginson,  which  passed  through  Lord 
Metcalfe  to  the  Secretary  of  State  without  Mr.  Lafontaine  having  had 
any   opportunity  whatever  of   acknowledging  its   correctness.     No 
one  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  English  Clergy  Reserve  Act 
of  1840  will  believe  that  Dr.  Ryerson's  report  of  his  conversation 
with  Lord  John  Russell  in  that  year  is  correct,  or  that  His  Lordship 
"  seemed  to  regard  it  as  essential  to  conciliate  the  Bishops,"  when  it 
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was  avowedly  based  on  the  following  opinion,  given  publicly  by  the 
Judges,  which,  although  not  noticed  by  Dr.  Ryerson  in  his  account 
of  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  1840,  is  noticed  later  in  his  narrative 
of  the  efforts  made  from  1850  to  1853  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the 
Impeiial  Act. 


Hi!  'B' 


opinion  delivered  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Picas. 

Mv  Lords, — On  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Judges,  I  have  the  honour  to  repre. 
sent  to  your  Lordships  that  all  the  Judges  of  England,  with  the  exception  of  Lord 
Dennian  and  Lord  Abinger,  have  met  together  in  Serjeant's  Inn,  for  the  purjiose 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  several  (juestions  which  your  Lordships  have  been 
pleased  to  propose  to  us  ;  and  that  after  discussion  upon  the  subject,  and  deliber- 
ation, we  have  agreed,  unanimously,  upon  the  answers  to  be  returned  to  those 
several  questions,  as  follows  : — 

In  answer  to  the  first  Question,  we  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  words  "  a  Protest- 
ant Clergy  "  in  the  Statute  31  Geo.  3,  c.  31,  are  large  enough  to  include,  and  that 
they  do  include,  other  clergy  than  those  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  Protestant 
Bisho])s,  I'riests,  and  Deacons,  who  have  received  Episcopal  ordination. 

For  those  words,  which  are  first  to  be  met  with  in  the  Statute  14  Geo.  3,  c.  83 
(recited  in  the  Act  now  umler  consideration),  appear  to  us,  both  in  their  natural 
force  and  meaning,  and  still  more  from  the  context  of  the  clauses  in  which  they 
are  found,  to  be  tht-re  used  to  designate  and  intend  a  Clergy  opposed  in  doctrine 
and  discipline  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  rather  to  aim  at  the 
encouragement  of  the  Protestant  Religion  in  opposition  to  the  Romish  Church, 
than  to  i)()int  exclusively  to  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England.  And  although  t!ie 
Legislature,  in  jjassing  the  Statute  31  Geo.  3,  appears  to  have  had  in  its  view  the 
establishment  of  the  Church  of  England,  primarily,  and  in  a  more  especial  and 
immediate  manner,  as  is  evident  from  this,  that  the  only  detailed  provisions  for 
carrying  the  object  of  the  Act  into  effect  are  confined  to  the  erection  and  endow- 
ment of  I'arsonajjes  and  Rectories  according  to  the  Establishment  of  the  Church  of 
England,  the  presenting  thereto  Incumbents  or  Ministers  of  the  Church  of  England 
duly  onlained  according  to  the  rites  of  the  said  Church,  and  the  subjectmg  ol  them 
to  all  si)iritual  and  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  and  authority,  according  to  the  law?  and 
canons  of  the  Church  of  England  which  are  lawfully  made  and  received  in  England 
(sections  38,  39,  40,  of  the  saiil  Act»;  yet  does  it  appear  to  us.  that  the  Legis- 
lature, by  employing  the  more  gi.-neral  and  comprehensive  term  "  Protestant 
Clergy"  in  the  same  Statute  in  which  they  also  use  the  expression  *'  Incumbents 
or  Ministers  of  the  Church  of  England,"  must  be  intended  to  have  included  within 
the  former  and  larger  expression  other  Clergy  beside  those  who  are  comprised 
within  the  limit  of  the  latter. 

And  when  your  Lordships  desire  the  Judges  to  state,  if  any  other  Clergy  are 
included,  wh.it  other  ?  we  answer,  that  it  appears  to  us  that  the  Clergy  of  the  Es- 
tablished Church  of  Scotland  do  constitute  one  instance  of  such  other  Protestant 
Clergy. 
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For  liy  the  Act  of  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  it  is 
maile  a  fundamental  article  of  such  Union,  "that  the  true  Protestant  Rilit^ion  as 
then  jirofessed  within  the  king  lorn  of  Scotland,  with  the  worship,  discipline,  and 
government  of  the  Church,  slmuld  be  effectually  and  unalterably  secured  within 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland."'  And  when  a  subsequent  Act  of  the  British  l>et;is- 
lature,  reiatmg  to  the  government,  laws,  and  religion  of  a  British  colony,  acquired 
by  conquest  since  the  Union,  and  forming  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  British 
Crown,  employs,  with  reference  to  that  colony,  the  terms  "  a  Protestant  Clergv," 
there  being  no  words  in  the  Statute  which  necessarily  restrain  and  limit  the  mean- 
ing of  the  expression,  we  tinnk  it  must  be  held  to  include  the  Clergy  of  the  Pro- 
testant Church  established  in  Scotland ;  and  we  feel  ourselves  confirmed  in  this 
opinion  by  observing  that  on  several  occasions  the  precise  expression  is  to  l)e  found 
in  the  Statute  Book,  "  the  Clergy  of  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland."  The 
48  Geo.  3,  c.  138,  in  its  very  title  mentions  '•  the  Clergy  of  Scotland."  In  the 
50  Geo.  3,  c.  84,  "  the  Rights  and  Interests  of  the  Clergy  of  Scotland"  are  rti)eat- 
edly  spoken  of;  and  in  the  5  Geo.  4,  c.  72,  s.  7,  a  reference  will  be  found  to 
several  .\cts  of  Parliament  which  make  mention  of  the  "  Poor  Clergy  of  the  Es- 
tablished Church  of  Scotland." 

And  although  in  answering  your  Lordships' question  we  specify  no  other  Church 
than  the  Protestant  Church  of  Scotland,  we  do  not  therei)y  intend  that  liesides 
that  Church  the  Ministers  of  other  Churches  may  not  be  included  under  the  term 
"  Pn  testant  Clergy."  At  the  same  time,  as  we  do  not  find  on  the  Statute  Book 
the  acknowledgment  by  the  Legisbiture  of  any  other  Clergy  answering  that  des- 
cription, and  as  we  are  not  furnished  by  your  Lordships  with  any  information  as  to 
the  doctrine  or  discipline  of  any  other  denominations  of  Protestants  to  which  the 
Statute  of  the  31  Geo.  3  can  by  possibility  apply,  we  are  unable  to  specify  any 
other  to  your  Lordships  as  falling  within  the  Statute. 

My  Lords, — In  answer  to  the  Question  secondly  put  to  us,  we  are  all  of  opinion 
that  the  effect  of  the  41st  section  of  the  Statute  is  prospective  only,  and  that  tlie 
power  thereby  given  to  the  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly  of  either  of  tlie  Pro- 
vinces cannot  be  extended  to  affect  lands  which  have  been  already  allotted  and 
appropriated  under  former  grants;  for  the  manifest  import  of  the  41st  section 
appears  to  us  to  be  limited  to  this,  namely,  "the  varying  or  repealing  the  pro- 
visions respecting  the  allotment  and  appropriation  of  lands,"  and  not  to  comprehend 
"the  varying  or  repealing  allotments  or  appropriations  which  have  been  .Tbvady 
made  under  provisions  of  the  Act,  whilst  such  provisions  continued  unrejiealfd  and 
in  full  force."  The  provisions  of  the  Statute  of  Wills  might  be  varied  or  repealed 
without  affecting  the  devises  of  land  already  m.ade  under  it. 

My  Lords, — In  answer  to  the  Question  lastly  proposed,  we  all  agree  in  the 
opinion  that  the  legislative  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Ujjper  Can- 
ada have  exceeded  their  authority  in  passing  the  Act  "  to  provide  for  the  Sale  of 
the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  for  the  distribution  of  the  Proceeds  thereof,"  in  resjiect 
of  both  the  enactments  specified  in  your  Lordships'  Question.  As  to  the  enactment 
"  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  E.\ecu- 
tive  Council,  to  sell,  alienate,  and  convey  in  fee  simple  all  or  any  of  the  Clergy 
Reserves,"   we  have,    in  answer  to  the   second  Question,  already    stated   our 
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opinion  to  be  such  as  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  any  such  power  in  the  Colonial 
Legislature  ;  and  as  to  the  enactment  "  that  the  proceeds  of  all  past  sales  of  such 
Reserves,  which  have  lieen  or  may  be  invested  under  the  authority  of  the  Act  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament  passed  in  the  7  6^  8  Geo.  4,  for  authorizing  the  sale  of 
part  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  in  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  shall 
be  subject  to  such  orders  and  directions  as  the  Governor  in  Council  shall  make  and 
establish  for  investing  in  any  Securities  within  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  the 
amount  now  funded  in  England,  together  with  the  proceeds  hereafter  to  be  received 
from  the  Sales  of  all  or  any  of  the  said  Reserves,"  we  think  such  an  enactment  is 
in  its  terms  inconsistent  with  and  contradictory  to  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament  7  dr*  8  Geo.  4,  and  therefore  void,  there  being  no  express 
authority  reserved  by  that  Act  to  the  Colonial  Legislature  to  repeal  the  provisions 
of  such  latter  Statute. 


The  effect  of  the  Imperial  Act  of  1 840  was  to  remove  the  question 
of  the  Clergy  Reserves  from  the  arena  of  Canadian  politics,  until  the 
period  when  an  effort  was  made  to  induce  the  Imperial  Parliament 
to  invest  the  lands  in  Clergy  Corporations,  which  was  made  by  the 
Hon.  Henry  Sherwood  in  1847,  although  the  proposal  had  originated 
with  Lord  Metcalfe  in  1844,  and  had  been  the  subject  of  correspond- 
ence with  the  Secretary  of  State  up   to  1846,  in  which  year   Mr. 
Gladstone,  then  Secretary  of  State,  wrote  requesting  information  on 
the  subject.     It  must  be  borne   in  mind  that  Lord  Sydenham  had 
strongly   urged    upon   the  Imperial   Government   the   necessity   of 
having  this  question,  which  had  caused  so  much  agitation  in  Upi)er 
Canada  during  a  long  period   of  years,  finally  settled  prior  to  the 
Union.      The  old  controversies  had  been  carried  on  between  the 
Protestant   Episcopal  Church,  claiming   an  exclusive  right  to   the.^ 
reserves,  and  other  bodies  of  Protestants,  contending  either  for  a-  - 
share  of  the  endowment,  or  for  the  complete  seculaTization  of  the 
property.    Tlie  Union  was  about  to  bring  a  new  elenient  into  the 
ConfroVersy,  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Lower  Canada  being 
of  a  different  nationality  and  religion,  from  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  Upper  Canada.     After  the  Union,  the  question  of  Res- 
ponsible Government  absorbed  the  attention  of  the  people  of  both 
provinces,  and  a  cordial  alliance  appeared  to  be  established  between 
the  Liberals  in  both  sections.     The   Clergy  Reserve  question  had-^-. 
caused  no  agitation,  until  the  atteniptwas  madejbythe  adherents  of^ 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  to  procure  the  absolute  property  in 
tTie  lands,  and,  although  unsuccessful,  they  roused  a  feeling  that  left  no*' 
doubt  on  the  mind  of  the  Liberal  leaders  that  a  renewed  effort  must 
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be  made  to  have  the  question  finally  settled  in  accordance  with 
public  opinion-  After  earnest  consideration  of  the  difficulties  to  be 
encountered,  not  the  least  of  which  was  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
the  Lower  Canadian  leaders  to  commit  themselves  to  secularization, 
the  resolutions  of  1850  were  introduced  by  Mr.  Price,  a  member  of 
the  Government,  the  understanding  being  that  the  question  was  to 
be  an  open  one.  Mr.  Lafontaine  and  his  supporters  cordially  con- 
curred in  opinion  with  their  colleagues  from  Upper  Canada  that  the 
question  was  one  which  ought,  in  accordance  with  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, to  be  determined  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Canadian 
people,  and  they  therefore  supported  the  address  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Imperial  Act,  although  refusing  to  vote  for  that  part  of  it  which 
declared  that  "  no  religious  denomination  can  be  held  to  have  such 
"  vested  interest  in  the  Revenue  derived  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
"  said  Clergy  Reserves  as  should  prevent  further  legislation  with 
'*  reference  to  the  disposal  of  them."  The  address  was  carried  by  ar^ 
majority  of  46  to  23,  the  minority  containing  the  names  of  a  few  - 
Reformers  who  would  not  consent  to  pledge  themselves  to  grant, 
for  the  lives  of  the  existing  incumbents,  the  stipends  on  which  they 
had  accepted  tKeif  charges, — some  perhaps  having  come  from  other 
countries  to  fill  them,  and  having  possibly  thrown  up  other  prefer- 
ments. Those  parties  were  of  course  warned  that  without  such  a 
pledge  it  would  be  vain  to  hope  for  the  repeal  of  the  Imperial  Act, 
but  they  were  as  unyielding  as  the  Bishop  of  Toronto  himself.  Tlie 
late  Hon.  George  Brown  was  not  one  of  the  extreme  party  at  that 
time.  On  the  contrary,  in  one  of  his  letters  addressed  to  me,  in  tM4> 
he  declared  "With  you,  I  considered  that  the  Act  of  1840  did  bar 
"  Provincial  legislation,  and  that  to  proceed  in  the  face  of  it  would 
"  bring  us  into  coUision  with  the  Home  Government."  Again  he 
wrote  in  the  same  letter  :  "  up  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament  this 
"  year,  therefore,  I  was  with  you  on  the  Reserve  question,  and  did 
"  not  doubt  your  perfect  good  faith  in  it.  Mr.  Brown's  biographer, 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  who  has  gone  so  far  as  to  charge  Mr.  Lafontaine 
with  "  something  like  deception  or  treachery,"  ought  to  have  recol- 
lected that  admission,  before  advancing  so  serious  a  charge,  which 
has  no  basis  whatever  except  an  alleged  "  electoral  programme." 
Mr.  Mackenzie  quoted,  in  connection  with  this  charge,  a  passage 
from  a  pamphlet  of  mine  giving  a  true  history  of  the  Clergy  Reserve 
question,  with  a  view  of  proving  that  I  doubted  whether  the  Lafon- 
taine Government  could  have  agreed  on  a  Bill  for  settling  that  ques- 
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tion.  Mr.  Brown,  as  I  have  shewn,  admitted  that  we  were  right  in 
holding  that  the  first  step  was  to  secure  the  repeal  of  the  Imperial 
Act,  and  to  accomplish  that  object  it  was  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
inexpedient,  to  discuss  prematurely  what  our  future  legislation 
would  be.  It  was  clearly  our  policy  to  ask  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Imperial  Act,  on  the  ground  of  our  constitutional  right  to  settle  the 
question  according  to  Canadian  opinion,  and  not  to  declare  to  a 
body  sufficiently  prejudiced,  and  containing  a  bench  of  Bishops,  that 
our  object  was  secularization.  These  were  Mr.  Brown's  opinions, 
li|  ^1  ^  as  well  as  my  own,  up  to  the  time  of  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.   Lafon- 

taine  and  Mr.  Baldwin  from  public  life.  Mr.  Brown  has  himself,  I 
am  glad  to  say,  placed  on  record  the  cause  of  his  withdrawal  of  con- 
fidence from  the  Liberal  Administration  in  1851.  The  address  of 
1850  had  been  promptly  acknowledged  by  Earl  Grey,  who  infonned 
Lord  Elgin  that,  "consistently  with  the  principles  on  which  they 
"  have  always  held  that  the  Government  of  Canada  ought  to  be 
*'  conducted,  it  was  impossible  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  refuse  to 
"  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  address  of  the  Assembly."  A 
more  satisfiictory  answer  could  not  have  been  given,  but  subsequently, 
owing  to  causes  having  no  relation  whatever  to  Canada,  Earl  Grey 
i  was  t:ompelled  to  postpone   the  introduction  of  the  promised  Bill. 

1  TliDse    who  have  read  the    52nd  Chapter   of  the  "Story  of    my 

i  Life  "  will  admit  that  Dr.  Ryerson,  who  was  then  m  England,  and 

i  in  tummunication  with  Earl  Grey,  has  completely  exonerated  the 

GovL'rnincnt  of  the   day   from    Mr.   Brown's   unjust  suspicions,  for 
!  which  he  never  adduced  even  a  particle  of  proof,  any  more  than  his 

I  biographer  who  has  adopted  them.     The  British  Administration  at 

'  the  lime   was  tottering  to  its  fall,  and  to  have  introduced  the  Bill  in 

;i  the  House  of  Lords,  which  would  have  been  absolutely  necessary, 

i  would  have  been  fatal  to  its  success.     Mr.  Brown's  suspicions  A^eie 

I  professedly  based  on  the  language  of  Lord  Elgin's  despatch  to  the 
%                          Secretary  of  State,  which  his  Ministers  never  even  saw,  but  which,  at 

II  all  events,  produced  the  result  that  was  desired  by  Mr.  Brown.  Then 
I  he  jirofcsseJ  to  be  dissatisfied  that  in  his  speech  from  the  throne 
:}|  Lord  Elgin  had  not  taken  up  a  subject  which  had  not  been  a  minis- 
if!  terial  one,  in  the  preceding  Session,  and  which  was  dealt  with  by  a 
M  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Price,  the  same  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment wiio  had  introduced  the  address  of  the  preceding  Session,  and 
which  was  as  follows  : 

I 
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"  Resohrd, — That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty, 
thanking  Her  Majesty  for  the  gracious  manner  in  winch  slie  has  lieen  jjlaased  to 
receive  the  adchess  of  this  Mouse  of  last  session  on  the  subject  of  the  Clerjjy  Re- 
serves, and  to  assure  Her  Majesty  of  the  great  satisfaction  which  it  has  afforded  to 
this  House  and  the  Province  at  large  to  learn,  from  tlie  despatch  of  the  Kiglit  Hon- 
orable Earl  Clrey.  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  com- 
municating Her  Majesty's  gracious  reception  of  the  said  address  ;  that  it  has  appeared 
to  Her  Majesty's  Imperial  Ministers  that  such  address  ought  to  be  acceded  to,  and 
that  they  would  accordingly  Ijc  prepared  to  recommend  to  the  Impel inl  I'ailia- 
ment  that  an  Act  should  be  framed  giving  to  the  Provincial  Legislature  full  author- 
ity to  make  such  alterations  as  they  may  think  fit  in  the  existing  arrangements 
with  regard  to  those  Reserves,  provided  that  existing  interests  are  respected." 

The  course  followed  by  both  Governments,  of  which  I  was  a 
member,  was  in  strict  accordance  with  that  to  which  Mr.  Brown  him- 
self had  professed  his  adherence.  When  I  formed  the  Administration, 
known  as  "  Hincks-Morin,"  in  1851,  it  was,  as  I  have  elsewhere 
recorded,  stipulated  that  the  secularization  of  the  Clergy  Reserves 
would  be  a  Cabinet  question,  when  the  proper  time  came.  Early  in 
the  following  Spring  I  visited  England  as  a  member  of  a  joint  dele- 
gation for  the  promotion  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  and  with  rea- 
sonable ground  for  believing  that  Earl  Grey  would  be  as  ready  to 
promote  our  .vishes  on  that  as  he  had  been  on  the  C'ergy  Reserve 
question.  On  my  arrival  in  England  I  learned  that  there  had  been 
a  change  of  Ministry,  and  I  shall  now  proceed  to  narrate  what  fol- 
lowed. Immediately  on  learning  the  change  of  Ministry  in  England 
my  colleagues  took  up  the  subject  in  Canada,  and  adopted  a  report 
of  Council  which  was  at  once  transmitted  to  me,  and  which  was  as 
follows : 


^ 


.> 


Extrnct  from  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honourable  the  ExecuttTe  Council  on 
Matters  of  State,  dated  "jth  April,  1 852,  approved  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council  on  the  same  day. 

The  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  memorandum  of  the  President 
of  tlie  Committee  of  Council  on  the  propriety  of  instructing  the  Honourable  the 
Insjiector-Ceneral  to  ascertain  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
subject  of  a  repeal  of  the  Imperial  Act  3  &^  4  Vict.  c.  78,  in  conformity  with  the 
addresses  to  Her  most  Gracious  Majesty,  from  both  branches  of  the  Canadian 
Legislature  at  its  last  Session,  on  the  subject  of  the  Clergy  Reserves. 

The  assurances  of  Her  Majesty's  late  Government  that  such  action  would  be 
taken  had  prepared  the  people  of  Canada  to  expect  that  no  furtiier  delay  wo  dd 
take  place  in  meeting  their  just  wishes  upon  a  question  of  such  paramount  impor- 
tance to  them ;  the  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  their  colleague,  the  In- 
spector-General, while  in  England,  be  requested  by  the  Provincial  Secretary  to  seek 
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an  interview  with  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  represent  to  them  the  importance  of 
carrying  out  the  pledges  of  their  predecessors  on  the  subject  of  the  Clergy  Reserves, 
and  thus  empower  the  Colonial  Legislature  to  deal  with  the  question  in  accor- 
dance with  the  well-understood  wishes  of  the  people  of  Canada. 

Certified. 

(.Signed,)        W'M.  H.  LEE. 
The  Hon.  the  Provincial  Secretary. 

The  following  despatch,  dated  22nd  April,  probably  crossed  the 
one  communicating  to  me  the  formal  authority  for  bringing  the  sub- 
ject under  the  notice  of  Sir  John  Pakington,  which  I  did  by  the 
letter  which  follows  it  : 


ii 


rill 
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Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Sir  John  S.  Pakington,  Bart.,  to  the  Earl  (/Elgin  ana 

Kincardine. 

Downing  street,  April  22,  1852. 

My  Lord, — By  a  Despatch  of  my  predecessor,  Earl  Grey,  of  the  nth  July  last, 
you  were  informed  that  Her  Majesty's  then  servants  found  themselves  compelled 
to  postpone  to  another  Session  the  introduction  into  Parliament  of  a  Bill  giving  to 
the  Canadian  Legislature  authority  to  alter  the  existing  arrangement  with  regard 
to  the  Clergy  Reserves. 

2.  With  reference  to  that  intimation,  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  present  advisers  to  propose  such  a  measure  to  Parlia- 
ment this  Session. 

3.  They  have,  in  the  first  place,  taken  into  consideration  that,  since  any  opinion 
upon  this  difficult  subject  was  expressed  by  the  Legislature  of  Canada,  a  general 
election  has  taken  place  in  the  Province,  and  it  is  as  yet  uncertain  what  the  views 
of  the  new  Assembly  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  may  be. 

4.  But,  independently  of  that  circumstance.  Her  Majesty's  Government  feel 
serious  doubts  how  far  they  would  be  able  to  give  their  consent  and  support  to  an 
arrangement,  the  result  of  which  would  too  probably  be  the  diversion  to  other 
purposes  of  the  only  public  fund,  except  that  devoted  to  the  endowment  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  which  now  exists  for  the  support  of  Divine  worship  and 
religious  instruction  in  the  colony. 

5.  While  it  appears  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  that,  under  the  distribution 
authorized  by  the  Clergy  Reserves  Act,  3  dr*  4  Vict.  c.  78,  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  reserved  lands,  no  ground  is  left  for  reasonable  jealousy  or  complaint 
of  undue  favour  to  particular  religious  denominations,  they  think  it  may  possibly 
be  desirable,  on  account  of  the  changes  which  may  be  effected  in  the  character  of 
the  population  through  extensive  immigration  or  other  causes,  that  the  distribution 
in  question  should  from  time  to  time  be  reconsidered. 

6.  Any  proposals  of  such  a  nature  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  be  willing 
to  entertain  ;  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  they  could  only  regard  any  measure 
which  would  place  it  in  the  power  of  an  accidental  majority  of  the  colonial  legis- 
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latiire,  liowever  small,  to  divert  for  ever  from  its  sacred  object  the  fund  nri'-ing 
from  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  of  Canada  which,  almost  from  the  jn-riod  of 
the  British  conquest  of  that  province,  has  been  set  apart  for  the  relijjious  instruc- 
tion of  the  people,  with  the  most  serious  doubt  and  hesitation  how  far  they  should 
be  justified  in  advising  Her  Majesty  to  give  her  consent  to  such  an  enactment. 

7.  These  views  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  with  respect  to  a  pro- 
posal  so  deeply  and  permanently  affecting  the  interests  of  Canada,  cannot  but 
derive  additional  strength  from  the  numerous  jjctitions,  having  many  thous;ind 
signatures,  which  have  been  addressed  both  to  the  Queen  and  to  the  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  praying  that  the  existing  Act  relating  to  the  Clergy  Reserves 
may  continue  in  force. — I  have,  &K. 


(Signed), 

Governor  the  Right  lion. 

The  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincardine, 
6^c.,  dr-c,  (Sr'c. 


JOHN  S.  PAKINGTON. 


Ci>/>_y  of  a  Utttr  from  F.  HiNCKS,    Esq.,  to  the  Rif^ht  Honourable  Sir  JoilN  S. 

Pakington,  Bait. 

Morley's  Hotel,  London,  May  3,  1852. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  an  approved  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada,  dated  the  7th  ultimo,  which  I 
received  by  the  last  mail.  I  have  If-arned  through  the  medium  of  the  public 
journals  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  determined  to  take  no  action  in  the 
([uestion  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  during  the  present  Session  of  Parliament  ;  and 
however  much  I  may  regret  that  decision,  I  am  well  aware  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  it  is  irrevocable.  I  have  already  had  an  opportunity  of  urging, 
during  the  interview  with  which  you  were  goocl  enough  to  honour  me,  the  import- 
ance of  settling  this  long-vexed  question  as  speedily  as  possible.  It  was  my 
duty  to  state  that  the  number  of  those  who  insist  on  the  present  settlement 
is  very  small,  and  I  may  now  add  that  one  of  the  leading  Opposition 
newspapers  in  Upper  Canada  and  in  the  interest  of  the  Church  of  England, 
has  come  out  distinctly  for  a  new  scheme  of  distribution.  I  would  press  on  Her 
M  ijesty's  Government  more  formally  what  I  have  already  urged  in  my  conversa- 
tion with  you,  that  if,  as  has  l)een  alleged,  the  present  Canadian  Parliament  is 
favourable  to  the  views  of  the  Church  of  England,  it  is  surely  the  best  time  for 
that  church  to  procure  a  settlement  that  will  be  regarded  as  constitutional.  J, 
can  assure  Her  Majesty's  Government,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  that  there 
will  be  no  end  to  agitation  in  Canada,  if  the  attempt  be  made  to  settle  this 
question  permanently  according  to  the  public  opinion  of  England  instead  of  that 
of  the  province  itself;  andTliiay  add  that  it  is  well  known  that  many  who  are 
opponents  of  the  secularization  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  are,  on  constitutional 
grounds  in  favour  of  a  settlement  by  the  Provincial  Parliament.  I  believe  that, 
after  the  assurance  given  by  the  late  Government,  it  will  be  found  impossible  to 
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protract  very  lon^;  the  rfpt-al  of  the  Imperial  Act  ;  ami  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
afTirniiHj^  that  no  interests  will  suffer  more  by  delay  than  those  of  the  fhiucli  of 
Enj,'hin<l.  If  Her  Majesty's  Clovernnient  flcsire,  before  determining  on  their  lino 
fo  action  on  this  (iue-iti'>n,  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  present  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment, I  would  respectfully  beg  to  V)e  informed  of  their  decision. 


Sir  J.   S.  Pakington,  Bart., 


I  have,  &'c., 

(Signed), 


FRANCIS  HIN(  KS. 


When  I  wrote  the  foregoing  letter  I  had  not  seen  Sir  John  Pakiiig- 
ton's  desi)atch,  a  copy  of  which  was  at  once  communicated  to  imi 
whereupon  I  wrote  a  second  letter,  dated  loth  May,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows, and  I  may  remark  that  it  was  written  at  a  time  when  I  was 
being  held  up  to  the  Reformers  of  Upjjcr  Canada  by  Mr.  Brown  and 
his  friends  as  a  traitor  to  my  principles. 


CoJ>j'  of  a  letter  from  F.   HiNCKS,  Esq.,    to  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  John  S. 

Pakington,  Part. 

Morley's  Hotel,  London,  May  lo,  1852. 

Sir. — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Kai  1  of 
Desart,  dated  the  7th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  your  despatch  to  Govcriior- 
General  the  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincardine,  dated  the  22nd  ultimo,  communicnting 
the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  Canada  Clergy 
Reserves,  and  I  have  to  express  my  grateful  acknowledgments  therefor.  It  is 
probable  that  as  the  ap])roved  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Executive  Council 
of  Canada  was  sent  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  being  delivered  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor-Cieneral 
to  transmit  another  copy  ;  but  you  will,  I  think,  find  on  enquiry,  that  His  Excel- 
lency has  communicated  to  you  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  agreed  to  at  a  meeting 
of  the  members  of  the  Council  on  the  25th  February,  prior  to  my  departure,  by 
which  I  was  instructed  "  to  press  upon  the  consideiation  of  Her  Majest)  s  (jov- 
ernment  the  importance  of  procuring  the  assent  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  a  Bill  for  repealing  the  Imperial  Act,  3  ^^  4  Vict.  c.  78,  pro- 
viding for  the  .sale  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  in  Canada,  and  for  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  thereof,  as  prayed  for  by  addresses  from  both  houses  of  the  Provincial 
Parliament,  and  for  authorizing  the  Provincial  Parliament  to  legislate  on  the 
subject  of  those  Reserves." 

I  trust  that  the  existence  of  these  instructions,  followed  up  as  they  have  been  by 
*he  approved  Report  of  Council,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  transmit  in  my  letter 
of  the  3rd  instant,  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  offering  some  remarks  on 
your  despatch  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  which  shall  be  made  in  a  spirit  of  the  highest 
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respect  to  Her  Majesty's  Governnifiit.  Hnd  the  addresses  frDin  the  two  houses  of 
the  .Canadian  Le}.'islatuie  prajed  for  any  jiartieular  distiiluition  of  the  iiannie 
arisiii(;  from  the  Clerfjy  Reserve  I'"und.  there  most  iinqueslioiiahly  would  havehveti 
grave  objections  to  any  Imperial  action  to  l)e  founded  on  the  opinions  of  a  I'ailia- 
ment  wliich  had  ceased  to  exist.  Hut  I  would  resjiectfully  urjje  that  there  can  be 
no  reasonable  ground  for  doubt  that  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Canada 
desire  that  this  question,  which  is  one  of  local  interest,  should  be  disposed  of  liy 
their  own  Parliament.  I  need  not,  however,  press  tliiS  pt)int  fuitlier,  because  I 
am  wt'U  aware  that  legislation  during  the  present  session  of  the  lni|>erial  I'ai  iia- 
ment  is  now  out  of  the  question,  and  that  before  any  further  action  could  be  taken 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  the  new  Canadian  I'arliainent  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  its  views  on  the  subject.  lUit  I  am  bounil  by  a  sense  of  duty 
to  Her  Majesty  to  express  to  Her  confidential  advisers,  that  it  is  with  the  most 
serious  alarm  that  I  have  read  the  concluding  portion  of  your  despatch.  Most 
devotedly  attached  as  I  am  to  the  maintenance  of  the  subsisting  connection  between 
the  Mother  Country  and  the  British  American  colonies,  I  cannot  view  without 
grave  apprehension  the  prospect  of  collision  Ijelween  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  on  a  question  reganling  which  such  strong  feelings 
prevail  among  the  great  mass  of  the  population.  Such  a  difficulty  is  the  more  to 
be  regretted,  because  the  question  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  is  the  only  one,  as  far  as 
I  am  aware,  at  all  likely  to  lead  to  collision.  It  hajjpens,  most  unfortunately, 
tliat  public  opinion  in  England  ditfers  very  widely  from  that  in  Canaila,  on  cjues- 
tions  at  all  partaking  of  a  religious  character ;  and  as  the  ])eop'o  of  Canada  are 
convinced  that  they  are  better  judges  than  any  parties  in  England  can  be,  of  what 
measures  will  liest  conduce  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Province,  I  ler  Majesty's 
Government  will,  I  trust,  perceive  that  the  danger  which  I  apjirehend  is  at  least 
deserving  of  the  most  grave  consideration.  I  cannot  have  the  slightest  doubt  that 
the  members  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  actuaterl  by  the  most  earnest  desire 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  Canada,  and  that  if  they  could  be  brought  to 
believe  that  I  have  given  a  faithful  account  of  the  state  of  public  opinion  there,  they 
would  be  disposed  to  yield  their  own  wishes  for  the  sake  of  the  peace  of  the 
colony.  I  am  quite  ready  to  acknowledge  the  high  respectability  of  the  jietitioners 
against  the  repeal  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  Act.  The  bishops,  clergy,  and  an 
influential  portion  of  the  laity  of  the  Church  of  England,  the  clergy  and  a  portion., 
of  the  laity  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  are  doubtless  in  favor  of  the  present  settle-  ■  , 
ment,  which,  indeed,  confers  on  the  Church  of  Scotland  an  income  wholly  beyoncK  y 
its  requirements  in  Canada;  while  the  majority  cf  the  Presbyterian  population 
neither  receive  any  share  of  the  endowment,  nor  desire  to  participate  in  .t.  While,  ^^ 
however,  I  admit  the  respectability  of  the  petitioners,  I  think  that  I  am  justified 
in  affirming  that  they  do  not  represent  anything  like  a  maj(jrity  of  the  population  J 

of  Canada  ;  indeed,  the  very  fact  that  they  on  all  occasions  endeavour  to  accomplish     —^ 
t'leir  wishes  by  appealing  not  to  their  own  representatives  in  Parliament,  but  to  tlie  ] 

Imperial  Parliament,  is  conclusive  proof  that  they  are  themselves  conscious  that 
their  views  are  not  in  accordance  with  public  opinion  in  Canada.     I  forbear  from         -^ 
entering  into  the  consideration  of  the  probable  action  of  the  Canadian  Legislature 
on  the  Clergy   Reserves  question,   because    I   am  anxious  to    impress  on  Her 
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Miijfsty's  Government  that,  although  there  may  be  wide  di (Terences  of  opinion 
among  the  oi>i>oiifnts  of  the  present  arrangements  as  to  the  l)est  mode  of  settling 
tilt  question,  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  are  agreecl  as  to  the  necessity  of  its 
being  eflected  by  provincial  legislation  ;  and  I  am  aware  that  some  of  the  liest 
friends  of  the  Church  of  England  (question  the  soundness  of  the  policy  which  has 
influenced  the  promoters  of  the  petitions  lately  presented  to  Parliament  to  look  for 
Bupport  to  their  views  ii»  England,  instead  of  using  their  legitimate  influence  over 
pul)lic  opinion  in  Canj  ,1a.  !  do  not  by  any  means  ilesire  to  conceal  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that,  saving  always  the  right  of  existing  incunil)ents,  a  very 
strong  feeling  prevails,  especially  in  Upper  Canada,  in  favor  of  the  secularization 
of  the  Clergy  Reserves  ;  but  I  ought  n(Jt  to  omit  reminding  them  that,  although  it 
is  true  that  tlie  portion  of  public  lands  known  as  Clergy  Reserves  was  set  apart  fo; 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  people  at  a  very  early  period,  and  when  there  wee 
very  few  inhabitants  in  the  colony,  it  is  likewise  true  that  power  was  expressly 
given  to  the  Provincial  Legislature  "  to  vary  or  repeal  "  the  clauses  in  thr.  Act 
31  George  111.,  setting  apart  these  lands;  that  successive  Houses  of  Assembly 
renKJiistrated  against  giving  effect  to  them,  and  that  so  firmly  were  the  advisers  of 
His  late  Majesty  King  William  IV.  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  getting  rid  of 
this  most  perplexing  question,  that  Secretary  Viscount  Goderich,  in  a  despatch 
dated  21st  November,  1831,  communicated  the  Royal  instructions  thnt  a  Bill, 
framed  in  England,  should  be  submitted  to  the  Provincial  Legislature  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  rid  entirely  of  the  endowment.  The  people  of  Canada  know 
well  the  cause  of  the  failure  in  carrying  out  the  gracious  intentions  of  His  late 
Majesty,  as  well  as  their  own  repeatedly  expressed  wishes.  The  opinions  ol'  the 
mass  of  the  people  have  never  wavered  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  although 
circumstances  have  from  time  to  time  induced  them  to  pause  in  their  efforts,  in 
order  to  concentrate  public  opinion  on  questions  more  deeply  affecting  their  con- 
stitutional rights.  1  cannot,  therefore,  conceive  that  any  action  which  the  Cana- 
dian Parliament  may  take  of  the  nature  referred  to  in  the  despatch,  could  be 
correctly  designated  as  the  result  of  an  accidental  majority.  All  the  great  ques- 
tions which  have  been  settled  in  England  during  the  last  fifty  years  might  be  said, 
with  equal  justice,  to  have  been  carried  by  accidental  majorities  ;  .and  if  a  supjjo- 
sition  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  any  majority  in  the  Canadian 
Parliament  expressing  views  antagonistic  to  their  own  was  an  accidental  one,  were 
deemed  a  suflicient  ground  for  resisting  that  majority,  I  would  most  respectfully 
submit  that  there  would  be  no  security  whatever  for  Constitutional  Government. 
I  am  well  convinced  that  Her  Majesty's  advisers  have  every  disposition  to  attach 
due  weight  to  the  clearly  expressed  opinion  of  the  people  of  Canada,  and  I  am 
therefore,  anxious  to  remind  them  of,  and  to  urge  upon  their  consideration,  the 
past  history  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  question,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  glance 
at  as  briefly  as  possible.  There  is  a  passage  in  the  despatch  to  the  Earl  of  Elgin 
which* seems  to  me  calculated  to  lead  to  some  misconception.  I  refer  to  the  para- 
graph describing  the  Clergy  Reserves  as  the  only  *'  public  fund,  except  that 
devoted  to  the  endowment  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church."  lam  not  aware  that 
any  public  fund  has  ever  been  devoted  to  the  endowment  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Canada.     Whatever  property  may  be  in  possession  of  Roman  Catholics 


Bin  FRANCIS  II1NCK8,  K.CM.G.,  C.B. 


291 


has  been  obtained  ])rincipally  by  private  donation  or  bef|iiest,  although  in  some  cases 
there  were  iidilitiona!  grants  fioni  tlie  l-'rtncii  Crown,  wiiich  wereRccined  to  thepos, 
sesborsat  the  Conquest.  These  giants  were  made  to  conimiinitiesconsisting  of  eccle- 
siastics or  relij^ious  ladies,  either  for  charitable  or  educational  purp''ses,  or  for  the 
conversion  of  ths  Indians.  If  I  am  correct  in  tliis  statement,  as  I  believe  that  I  am, 
I  most  respectfully  sulimit  that  s'icli  grants,  as  those  to  which  I  have  referred,  bear 
no  analogy  to  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  can  scarcely  be  considered  as  a  public, 
fund  devoted  to  the  endowment  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  I  should  not 
discharge  my  duty  to  Iler  Majesty's  (joveriiment  were  I  not  to  state  to  tliem  with 
perfect  frankness  my  views  on  another  paragraph  in  the  despatch.  I  refer  to  that 
in  which  it  is  intimated  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  be  willing  to  enter- 
tain a  i)roposal  for  reconsidering  the  mode  of  distributing  the  income  of  the 
Clergy  Reserves.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  conviction  that  the  Cana- 
dian Parliament  will  not  invite  the  Legi>lation  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  regarding 
the  distribution  of  a  local  fund.  Any  such  proposition  would  be  received  as  one  for  " 
the  violation  of  the  most  sacred  constitutional  rights  of  the  people.  I  am  there- 
fore fully  convinced  that  the  future  action  of  the  Canadian  Parliament  will  \)c 
essentially  of  the  same  character  with  that  which  has  been  already  taken.  I  can 
assure  you,  Sir,  that  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  find  myself  compelled  by  a  sense  ' 
of  public  duty  to  urge  upon  you  views  which  I  fear  will  not  meet  the  approbation 
of  Her  Majesty's  (jovernment ;  but  I  trust  that  I  have  succeeded  in  doing  so  in  a 
resix-ctful  manner ;  and  I  feel  assured  that  they  will  receive  the  consideration 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  advisers 
will  be  guided  in  their  final  decision  by  what  they  believe  to  be  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  Canada. 

I  have,  dr'c, 

(Signed),  FRANCIS  HINCKS. 

Sir  J,  S.  Pakington,  Bart., 
(Sr'c.,     &'c.,     &^c. 


After  my  return  to  Canada,  in  1852,  it  became  my  duty  to  move 
a  series  of  resolutions  on  which  to  found  an  address  to  the  Crown, 
and  which  are  as  follows  : 

I.  That  whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  exist  among  the  people  of  Canada 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  revenues  derived  from  the  lands  known  as 
Clergy  Reserves,  the  great  mass  of  the  people  will  ever  maintain  the  principle 
recognized  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  Grey,  then  Her  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  in  his  despatch  of  27th  January,  185 1,  to  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincardine,  that  the  question  whether  the 
existing  arrangement  "  is  to  be  maintained  or  altered  is  one  so  exclusively  affecting 
the  people  of  Canada,  that  its  decision  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislature,  to  which  it  properly  belongs  to  regulate  all  matters  concerning 
the  domestic  interest  of  the  province." 
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2.  That  while  the  people  of  Canada  are  devotedly  attached  to  Her  Majesty's 
person  ami  Government,  and  most  anxious  to  maintain  inviolate  the  connexion 
which  binds  them  to  the  great  eni])ire  over  which  siie  rules,  )et  tliis  Mouse  is 
bound  by  a  hij^h  sense  of  duty  to  inform  Her  Majesty  that  the  refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  comply  witiithe  just  demand  of  the  representatives  of 
the  Canadian  peojile  on  a  matter  exclusively  affectinj;  their  own  interests,  will  be 
viewed  as  a  violation  of  thi'ir  constitutional  rights,  and  will  lead  to  deep  and  wide- 
spread dissatisfaction  among  Her  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects. 

3.  That  this  House  is  well  aware  that  attemi'ts  have  been  made  to  induce  Her 
Majesty's  Imjicrial  Ministers  to  believe  that  the  present  representatives  of  tiie 
people  of  Canada  entertain  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  re]ieal  of  the  Clergy  Re- 
serves Act  dilVerent  from  those  expressed  by  the  late  I'ailiament. 

4.  Tiiat  this  House  confidently  hopes  that  wiien  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  shall 
be  convinced  that  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Canacja  anil  of  their  representatives 
on  this  subject  are  unaltered  and  unalterable,  they  will  consent  to  give  effect  to 
the  promise  made  by  their  predecessors  ;  and  this  House  is  confirmed  in  this  hope 
by  the  suggestion  in  the  despatch  of  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  John  I'akington, 
that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  are  prepared  to  recommend  amendments  to  the  Im- 
perial Clergy  Reserves  Act,  with  a  view  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  the  Canadian 
people. 

5.  That  this  House  can  scarcely  doubt  that,  the  principle  of  amending  the 
present  Act  being  admitted.  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  will  yield  to  the  strong  feel- 
ing which  pervades  the  Canadian  people,  that  any  new  leirislative  enactments  re- 
garding the  Clergy  Reserves  should  be  framed  by  their  own  representatives, 
instead  of  by  the  Imperial  Par, lament,  which,  being  necessarily  unacquainted 
with  the  st>Tte  of  public  ojiinion  in  Canada,  cannot  lie  expected  to  concur  in  a  mea- 
sure that  will  give  permanent  satisfaction  to  its  inhabitants. 

6.  That  this  House  desires  to  assure  Her  Mijesty  that  in  thus  giving  expression 
to  the  public  opinion  of  the  country,  it  is  actuated  by  the  strongest  feelings  of 
loyalty  to  Her  Majesty,  and  by  a  sincere  desire  to  prevent  those  lamentable  con- 
sequences which  must  l)e  the  result  of  a  collision  between  tlie  Imperial  and 
Provincial  Parliaments,  on  a  question  on  which  very  strong  feelings  are  known  to 
prevail  among  the  peo|)le  of  this  Province. 

The  answer  to  the  despatch  transmitting  the  resolutions  was  signed 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  had  become  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  in  a  new  Administration,  but  Sir  John  Pukington  had 
prior  to  the  change,  drafted  a  reply  for  the  production  of  which  he 
moved  and  which  I  shall  here  insert. 


Draft  of  a  Despatch  from  Sir  John  S.  Pakins^ton  to   Governor  Central  the  Earl  0/ 
Elgin,  prepared fvr  transmission  by  mail  of  xGth  December,  1852. 

Downing  Street,  l)eceml)er,  1852. 
My  Lorp, — T  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  despatch,  No. 
85,  of  the  22nd  September,  forwaiding  an  address  to  the   Queen  from  the  Com- 
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mons  of  Canada,  in  Provincial  Parliament  assembled,  on  the  subject  of  the  Clergy 
Reserves. 

2.  I  have  laid  this  Address  before  Her  Majesty,  who  was  pleased  to  receive  '\\_ 
very  graciously. 

3.  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  feel  themselves 
unable  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Assembly,  for  tiie 
'ntiuiluction  of  a  Hill  into  the  Imperial  Parliament,  to  repeal  the  Act  3  and  4 
Vict.  c.  78. 

4.  In  arriving  reluctantly  at  this  conclusion,  Her  Majesty's  advisers  disclaim  any 
intention  of  "  violating  the  constitutional  riglits"  of  tiie  Canadian  Parliament. 
On  the  contrary,  they  regard  those  rights  with  the  high  respect  which  is  justly  ilue 
to  them,  and  they  fully  and  distinctly  recogni/e  both  the  justice  and  the  j'ropriety 
of  tlu;  general  rule  that  in  those  dependencies  of  tiie  British  Crown,  which  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  representative  institutions,  questions  which  affect  exclusively 
local  interests  should  be  decided  and  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Government  and 
Legislature. 

5.  lUit  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  not  less  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  repeal  of  the  Imperir.l  Act  3  and  4  Vict.  c.  78,  involves  interests,  and 
is  connected  with  circumstances,  which  make  it  fairly  an  exception  to  this  general 
rule. 

6  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  not  only  to  avoid  any 
serious  "  difference  of  opinion  "  with  the  Legislature  of  Canada,  but  to  act  with 
them,  if  possible,  in  friendly  concert,  upon  a  subject  of  such  great  and  enduring 
importance  to  the  Canadian  people,  especially  of  the  Upper  Provinces. 

7.  Her  ^L1jesty's  Government  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commons  of 
Canada  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Imperial  Act  was  passed. 

8.  After  a  long  period  of  agitation,  and  frequent  attempts  at  legislation  on  the 
part  of  the  Upper  Canadian  Assemlily,  an  Act  was  passeil  by  the  Parliament  of 
that  Province  for  placing  the  disposal  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  in  the  hands  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  This  Act  was  not  confirmed,  for  reasons  stated  in  Lord 
John  Russell's  despatch  to  Lord  Sydenham  of  the  7th  February,  1839.  Another 
Act,  providing  for  the  sale  and  disposal  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  was  sul)sec[uently 
passed  liy  the  Provincial  Legislature.  This  Act  would  have  received  the  Royal 
Assent,  but  for  a  legal  objection  which  was  found  to  be  insuperable. 

9.  In  consequence  of  the  legal  difficulty  to  the  confirmation  by  the  Crown  of  the 
Provincial  Act,  the  Act  3  and  4  Vict.  c.  78,  similar  in  principle,  though  differing 
in  detail  from  the  Act  sent  from  Canada,  was  passed  by  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

10.  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  fail  to  remember  that  not  only  was  the 
Imperial  Act  similar  in  principle  to  the  Provincial  Act,  but  that  the  former  was 
passed  and  regarded  at  the  same  time,  both  in  Canada  and  this  country,  as  a  final 
settlement  of  a  long  agitated  and  most  difficult  question  ;  and  the  settlement  of 
which  had  moreover  been  pressed  upon  the  Imperial  Government  by  successive 
Governors  of  the  Canadian  Provinces,  and  by  the  general  wish  of  the  Canadian 
people. 

11.  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  further  remind  the  House  of  Assembly 
that  the  generally  admitted  necessity  of  permanently  settling  this  long  debated 
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question  had  reference,  not  only  to  the  manifest  evils  of  prolonged  agitation,  but 
also  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  reunion  of  the  two  Provinces  of  Canada 
was  then  about  to  take  place. 

12.  It  was  held,  and  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  it  was  wisely 
held,  to  be  of  paramount  importance,  that  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  Clergy 
Reserve  question  should  precede  the  Act  of  reunion. 

13.  In  considering,  therefore,  how  far  it  is  right  or  expedient  to  re-open  this 
question,  it  is  impossible  for  Her  Majesty's  advisers  to  overlook  the  fact,  that  since 
it  has  Ijeen  decided ,  the  two  Provinces,  with  a  population  for  the  most  part  distinct 
Loth  in  race  and  religion,  have  been  unitetl  under  one  representative  Government. 

14.  Her  Majesty's  advisers  have  pleasure  in  expressing  their  high  sense  of  the 
loyalty  and  good  feeling  of  the  French  Canadian  population  of  tlie  Eastern  Prov- 
ince. They  have  the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  friendly  feeling  between  the 
French  and  British  population  is  steadily  and  constantly  increasing  ;  and  they 
would  deprecate,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  any  course  of  action  on  the  part  of 
tlie  Provincial  Parliament,  which  might  have  the  least  tendency  to  interrupt  those 
amicable  relations  which  now  so  happily  subsist  between  the  two  races. 

15.  The  French  population  of  the  Lower  Province  enjoy  the  blessing  of  an 
exemplary,  0  well  educated,  and  a  numerous  priesthood,  with  ample  endowments 
for  the  support  of  the  priests,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  exclusive  educational 
institutions. 

16.  From  the  period  of  the  conquest  of  Canada  till  the  present  day  these 
endowments  have  been  scrupulously  respected. 

17.  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no  disposition  to  question  the  right  or  to 
impugn  the  motives  of  such  of  the  representatives  of  the  French  population  of 
the  Eastern  Province  in  the  Canadian  Parliament  as  may  deem  it  their  duty  to 
vote,  either  for  the  repeal  of  the  Clergy  Reserve  Act,  or  for  the  secularization  of 
the  Clergy  Reserves.  But  they  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  peace  and  welfare  of  all 
classes  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  Canada,  and,  with  past  struggles  and  conten- 
tions fresh  in  their  recollection,  they  would  earnestly  press  on  the  consideration 
of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  in  no  unfriendly  spirit,  whether  there  would  not  be 
danger  of  reviving  feelings  of  animosity  and  discontent  if  the  British  inhabitants  of 
the  Lpper  Province  were  deprived  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  that  fund  for  the 
support  of  Protestant  worship,  which  they  have  so  long  enjoyed,  and  which  is  now, 
whetiier  for  general  or  for  missionary  purposes,  more  than  ever  necessary. 

18.  I  cannot  thus  communicate  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  with 
respect  to  the  Address  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  I  have  now  to  acknow- 
ledge, without  repeating,  in  the  most  distinct  terms,  that  nothing  would  be  more 
painful  to  Her  Majesty's  advisers,  or  more  at  variance  with  their  real  feelings, 
than  to  be  involved  in  any  difference  or  controversy  with  the  Parliament  of 
Canada,  and  that  their  only  wish  upon  this  difficult  subject  is  to  co-operate  with 
the  provincial  authorities  in  promoting  the  permanent  interests  of  all  classes  of 
Her  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects. — I  have,  (Sr'c. 

JOHN  S.  PAKINGTON. 
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Tn  1853  the  Imperial  Act  was  passed,  but  about  the  same  time 
the  Canadian  Parliament  had  passed  by  majorities  of  two-thirds  iny 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  an  Act  increasing  the  Representa- 
tion, from  84  to  130  members.  Lord  YAgin  had  visited  England 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  had  strongly  urged  that  dn 
effort  should  be  made  to  induce  the  United  States  to  agree  to  a  treaty 
for  reciprocal  free-trade  in  the  natural  products  of  both  countries. 
His  Lordship  was  appointed  an  Ambassador  Extraordinary  for  that 
special  object,  and  invited  me,  as  well  as  Representatives  from  New 
Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia,  to  accompany  him  to  Washington.  It 
seemed  to  be  consistent  with  Imperial  precedent,  as  well  as  justice 
that  a  prompt  appeal  should  be  made  to  the  new  constituency,  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  that  the  Clergy  Reserves  and  Seigniorial 
questions,  as  well  as  some  others,  should  be  postponed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  new  Legislature.  I  cannot  better  explain  whaf 
took  place  than  by  placing  before  my  readers  the  very  able  despatch 
of  the  Earl  of  Elgin  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  narrating  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  the  dissolution  of  1854 : 


./ 


Copj>  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor- General  the  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincaruink 

to  the  Duke  OF  Newcastle. 

Government  House, 

Quebec,  June  22,  1854. 

My  Lord  Duke, — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  speech 
which  I  delivered  from  the  throne  this  day  in  ])roroguing  the  Parliament  of  the 
Province,  and  I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  solicit  your  Grace's  attention,  wliile  I 
state  as  succinctly  as  I  can  the  giounds  on  which  I  formed  the  resolution  which 
has  given  occasion  for  the  delivery  of  tliis  speech. 

2.  It  may  probably  be  in  your  Grace's  recollection,  that  during  the  course  of 
the  last  session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  two  Acts  were  passed,  which  had  for 
their  object  to  etTect  very  material  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  popular 
branch  of  the  Provincial  Legislature.  The  former  of  these  Acts  raised  the  numb.r 
of  parliamentary  representatives  from  84  to  130,  tliis  addition  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  being  so  etiected  as  to  equalize  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  now  the  ca.e 
population  and  representation.  Hy  the  terms  of  the  Constitutional  Act,  an  Act 
of  this  nature  could  not  become  Law,  unless  it  received  in  each  branch  of  tlie 
Legislature,  on  the  second  and  third  reading.-,,  the  sup[iort  of  r.t  least  two-thir  Is 
of  the  members.  In  the  passage  of  this  Act  through  the  Provincial  Parliament 
these  conditions  were  complied  with,  and  having  received  a  notilxation  of  this  fa  t 
by  addresses  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitutional  Act,  1  assented  to  it  .11 
Her  Majesty's  name  on  the  14th  June,  1853. 
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3.  The  second  of  the  Acts  to  wliich  I  have  referred  was  entitled,  "An  Act  to 
"extend  tlie  Klcctive  Franchise,  and  better  to  define  t'.ie  Qualifications  of  Voters 
"in  certain  Electoral  Divisions,  by  providing  a  system  for  the  rej^istration  of 
"  Voters,"  and  the  intentions  of  the  Act,  as  stated  in  the  title,  were  duly  carried 
out  in  its  provisions. 

4.  While  these  proceedings  were  taking  place  in  the  Provincial  Parliament  the 
Imperial  Parliament  jias^ed  an  Art  repealing  the  Imperial  Statute  which  had 
regulated,  since  the  year  1840,  the  distribution  of  the  fund  commonly  known  as 
the  Clergy  Reserve  Fund  of  (.'anada,  and  leaving  the  future  apjjlication  of  this 
fund,  as  a  matter  of  local  concern,  to  the  determination  of  the  Local  Legislature. 
This  important  statiUe,  having  been  duly  sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty,  reached  me 
shortly  before  the  prorogation  of  the  Provincial  Parliament. 

5.  The  course  which  the  Provincial  ("lovernment  ouj;ht  to  take  at  this  conjunc- 
ture, whether  in  reference  to  the  measures  of  constitutional  change  which  had 
been  enacted  by  the  local  Parliament,  or  the  Act  respecting  the  Clergy  Reserves 
which  the  Imperial  Legislature  had  passed,  became  necessarily  at  an  early  period 
of  the  recess  the  subject  of  deliberation  in  the  Provincial  Cabinet.  Some  members 
of  this  body  were  strongly  pledged  to  the  seculari<;alion  of  the  reserves,  and  it  was 
believed  that  a  proposal  to  carry  out  a  measure  of  this  description  would  be 
supported  by  a  majority  in  the  existing  Assembly.  After  full  consideration  and 
discussion,  however,  my  Executive  Council  arrived  unanimously  at  the  conclusion, 
that,  apart  altogether  from  the  merits  of  secularization,  it  would  not  be  consistent 
with  their  duty  to  undertake  to  legislate  upon  this  subject  in  the  Parliament  as 
then  constituted.  The  Clergy  Reserve  question  was  one  on  which  it  was  notorious 
that  the  public  mind,  in  Upper  Canada  more  especially,  was  much  divided,  and 
the  Imperial  statute  on  the  subject  had  been  repealed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
facilitating  a  settlement  which  should  be  final,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
deliberate  views  and  convictions  of  the  people  of  the  Province.  To  attempt, 
therefore,  to  settle  such  a  question  in  a  Parliament  which  had  been  already 
declared  by  its  own  vote  to  be  an  imperfect  representation  of  the  people,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  what  might  be  deemed  the  influence  of  the  Government,  was  a 
course  of  proceeding  obviously  open  to  serious  objection.  In  these  views  of  the 
Executive  Council  I  entirely  concurred. 

6.  An  immediate  dissolution  of  Parliament  was  apparently  the  readiest  mode  of 
escape  from  the  perplexities  to  which  1  have  referred.  But  here,  again,  a  difficulty 
presented  itself.  In  order  to  give  time  for  the  completion  of  the  system  of  regis- 
tration which  formed  part  of  the  measure,  the  1st  day  of  January,  1855,  had  been 
fixed  as  the  period  at  which  the  Act  for  extending  the  franchise  should  come  into 
operation.  To  give  it  effect  at  an  earlier  time  further  legislation  was  required.  It 
was,  therefore,  finally  resolved  by  the  Government  that  the  then  subsisting  Parlia- 
ment should  be  allowed  to  meet  again  for  the  purpose  of  legislating  on  this  and 
other  necessary  matters,  preparatory  to  a  dissolution,  after  which  the  opinion  of 
the  Legislature,  as  constituted  under  the  extended  Representation  and  Franchise 
Acts,  might  be  taken  on  those  important  questions,  the  settlement  of  which  was 
anxiously  desired  by  the  people  of  the  Province. 
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7.  In  accordance  witli  this  determination,  in  my  speech  from  the  throne  which  I 
transn.itted  to  your  Grace  by  tlie  last  mail,  with  my  Despatch  No.  5,  of  the  15th 
instant,  I  recommended  the  ]iassing  of  a  law  for  bringin<j  into  early  operation  the 
Act  of  the  preceding  Session  which  had  e. tended  the  elective  franchise,  in  order 
that  a  constitutional  expression  of  opinion  might  be  (jbtained  as  speedily  as 
possible  under  the  system  of  representation  recentlv  established,  on  the  various 
important  questions  on  which  legislation  was  rttjuired,  and  I  invited  legislation  in 
the  then  existing  Parliament  on  t.vo  other  subjects  only;  the  one  of  these  subjects 
being  the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  to  give  effect  to  which  it  was  desirable  that  an  Act 
of  the  Provincial  Parliament  should  be  passed  without  delay  ;  and  the  other  tlie 
Tariff,  in  which  the  jjrosperous  condition  of  the  revenue  justified  certain  reduc- 
tions. 

8.  The  first  amendment  to  the  address  was  moved  by  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Sherwood,  a  leading  member  of  the  Conservative  party,  who  objected  to  the  late 
]ieriod  at  which  the  Parliament  had  been  convened.  The  explanations  on  this 
head,  however,  were  deemed  sufficient  by  the  majority  of  the  Assembly,  and  the 
amendment  was  accordingly  rejected  by  40  votes  to  29.  Mr.  Cauciion,  a  I'leT.'h 
Canadian  Member,  then  moved,  that  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  paragraph  of  tlie 
address  in  answer  to  the  speech  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the  Session,  tlie  follow- 
ing words  should  be  inserted  :—"  That  this  House  sees  with  "regret  that  his 
"Excellency's  Government  do  not  intend  to  submit  to  the  Legislature  during  the 
"  present  Session  a  Bill  for  the  immediate  settlement  of  the  Seigniorial  (|uesiioii  ;  " 
to  which  amendment,  Mr.  Hartman,  an  Upjier  Canada  Member,  of  tlie  liberal 
party,  moved  as  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  all  the  words  after  "  House,"  and 
add  the  following  instead  thereof: — "Regret  that  his  Excellency  has  not  Ijeen 
"advised  to  recommend  during  the  present  Session  a  measure  for  the  secularization 
"of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  also  a  measure  for  the  abolition  of  the  Seigniorial 
"  tenure."  The  Ministerial  and  Conservative  jiarties  concurred  in  ojiposing  this 
motion,  which  was  accordingly  defeate<l  by  a  majority  of  54  votes  to  16.  Mr. 
Sicotle,  another  French  Canadian  Member,  then  moved  that  the  words,  "  Or  one 
"for  the  immediate  settlement  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,"  should  be  carried  to  the 
end  of  Mr.  Cauchon's  amendment,  and  this  motion  was  carried  by  42  votes 
against  2i)  ;  the  Conservative  Members  availing  themselves  of  the  ambiguity  of  ilie 
Word  "  settlement,"  to  join  the  party  who  were  censuring  the  administration  for 
not  having  introduced  during  the  then  session  a  Bill  fur  secularizing  the  Cleigy 
Reserves, 

9.  It  will  be  obvious  to  your  Grace,  from  the  above  statement  of  facts,  that  a 
most  embarrassing  situation  was  created  liy  this  vote.  It  pledged  the  then  sul>- 
sisting  Parliament  to  settle  the  ipiestion  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  it  was  eairied 
by  a  combination  of  parties  hokling  opposite  views  with  resjiect  to  the  terms  on 
which  the  settlement  should  be  effected.  It  was  my  deeiiled  opinion  that  no 
measure  on  this  subject  short  of  a  measure  of  entire  secularization  could  possibly 
have  been  carried  through  that  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  prosjiect,  more 
esjiecially,  of  an  immediate  dissolution  hanging  over  the  heads  of  its  members. 
Against  a  measure  of  secularization  carried  under  such  circumstances  the  friends 
of  religious  endowments  would,  1  conceived,  have  had  good  cause  to  complain. 
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But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  out  of  the  heterogeneous  elements  of  which  the  majority 
was  compose!,  I  hatl  been  able  to  form  a  Conservative  Administration,  and  with 
the  aid  of  that  Administration  to  pass  a  measure  for  perpetuating  the  endowment, 
I  felt  confident  thai  in  place  of  settling  this  vexed  question,  I  should  by  so  domg 
only  have  given  the  signal  for  renewed  and  more  violent  agitation.  The  advocates 
of  secularization  would  never  have  admitted  the  permanency  of  a.  settlement 
effected  by  a  Parliament  so  peculiarly  circumstanced,  and  the  Ministerial  party 
might  reasonably  have  Iviren  expected  to  assert  in  opposition  the  views  on  this 
subject  for  which  they  had  incurred  the  sacrifice  of  office.  Moreover,  the  position 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  itself,  in  reference  to  the  point  which  had  l)e>.  raised, 
was  an  anomalous  one.  On  the  issue,  whether  or  not  it  was  seemly  that  a  certain 
class  of  questions  should  be  dealt  with  before  the  dissolution,  which  would  bring 
into  operation  a  more  perfect  system  of  popular  representation,  that  body  mi-^ht 
be  said  to  be  a  party  to  the  suit.  Its  verdict,  therefore,  in  the  particular  case, 
could  hardly  be  held  to  carry  with  it  the  authority  which,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, would  attach  to  the  decision  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  I,egislature. 
It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  the  I^i;islative  Council,  by  the  terms  of  their 
address  in  reply  to  the  speech  from  the  throne  which  I  transmitted  in  my  Despatch 
No.  5,  of  the  15th  instant,  had  virtually  expressed  their  approval  of  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  Administration. 

10.  Under  these  circumstances,  when  the  Members  of  the  Executive  Council 
informed  me  that  they  were  prepared  to  as!  the  judgment  of  the  country  on  the 
policy  of  the  postponement  of  the  Clergy  Reserve  and  Seigniorial  Tenure  questions, 
which  they  had  adopted  with  my  full  approval  and  sanction,  I  did  not  think  that  I 
should  be  justified  in  refusing  to  act  on  the  advice  tendered  by  them,  and  to 
dissolve  Parliament  for  this  purpose ;  and  having  obtained  from  the  I-aw  Officers 
of  the  Crown  a  joint  opinion  in  favour  of  the  legality  of  the  course  recommended 
to  me,  I  summonetl  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  delivered  the  speech,  of  which  the  copy  is  herewith  enclosed. — I 
have,  «Sr>c. 

(Signed,)  ELGIN  AND  KINCARDINE. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  &^.,  6r'c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  2. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

When  I  met  you  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  Session,  I  expressed  the 
hope  that  you  would  proceed  without  delay  to  pass  such  a  law  in  reference  to  the 
period  appointed  for  introducing  the  amended  franchise,  as  would  have  enabled 
me  to  bring  at  once  into  operation  those  important  measures  affecting  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  in  Parliament,  which  were  adopted  by  you  with  singular 
nnanimity  last  Session.  Having  been  disappointed  in  this  expectation,  I  still 
consider  that  it  is  due  to  the  people  of  the  Province,  and  most  respectful  to  the 
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decision  of  the  Legislature,  that  I  should  take  such  steps  as  are  in  my  power  to 
{;ive  efi'ect  to  tlie  law  by  which  the  Parliamentary  representation  of  the  ptople  is 
augmented,  before  calling  liie  attention  of  Parliament  to  questions  on  which  the 
P'lblic  mind  has  been  lon^^  agitated,  and  the  settlenicnt  of  which  it  is  most 
desirable  to  effect  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  most  likely  to  secure  for  it  the 
confidence  of  the  people. 

I  have  come,  therefore,  to  meet  you  on  the  present  occasion  for  the  purpose  of 
proroguing  this  Parliament  with  a  view  to  an  immediate  dissolution. 


It  may  appear  an  act  of  supererogation  to  endeavour  to  strengthen 
tlie  position  taken  by  the  Earl  of  Elgin  in  the  foregoing  desi)alch, 
but  I  think  it  only  right  to  cite  the  language  used  in  a  previous 
Session  by  one  of  the  Conservative  leaders,  who  voted  to  censure  the 
Hincks-Morin  administration  for  not  having  brought  forward  measures 
for  "  the  immediate  settlement  "  of  the  Clergy  Reser\es  and  of  the 
Sciu'niorial  question.  In  the  debate  on  the  Representciiion  Bill  in 
1853  Mr.  Macdonald,  (now  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald) 
used  the  following  language  :  "  Look  at  the  Reform  Bill  in  England. 
"  'I'hat  was  passed  by  a  Parliament  that  had  been  elected  only  one 
"  year  before,  and  the  moment  it  was  passed,  Lord  John  Russell 
"  affirmed  that  the  house  could  not  continue  after  it  had  declared" 
"  that  the  country  was  not  properly  represented.  How  can  we  legis- 
"  late  on  the  Clergy  Reserves  until  another  house  is  assembled  if  this 
"  Bill  passes?  A  great  question  like  this  cannot  be  left  to  be  decided 
"  by  an  accidental  majority.  We  can  legislate  upon  no  great  question 
"  after  we  have  ourselves  declared  that  we  do  not  represent  the 
"  country.  Do  those  gentlemen  opposite  mean  to  say  that  they  will 
*'  legislate  on  a  question  affecting  the  rights  of  people  yet  unborn, 
"  with  the  fag-end  of  a  Parliament,  dishonoured  by  its  own  confessions 
'*  of  incapacity  ?  "  For  my  own  part  I  never  was  more  clear  as  to 
the  propriety  of  any  political  act  in  which  I  was  concerned  than  as  to 
tlie  determination  of  the  Administration  of  1854  to  delay  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Clergy  Reserves  and  Seigniorial  questions  until  after  the 
new  constituencies  had  been  consulted.  With  regard  to  Sir  John 
Macdonald  I  presume  that  he  felt  justified  in  availing  himself  of  the 
assistance  of  the  minority  of  Reformers  to  defeat  an  Administration 
in  which  he  professed  to  have  no  confidence.  Those  who  broke  up 
the  Reform  party  were  of  course  bitterly  disappointed,  as  appears 
by  Mr.  Brown's  letter  to  Mr.  Sanfield  Macdonald,  at  the  failure  of 
their  attempt  to  seize  the  Government. 
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Few,  I  apprehend,  who  have  carefully  studied  the  various  papers 
which  I  have  submitted,  will  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie has  done  that  I  ever  failed  "  to  have  the  courage  of  my  con- 
victions. 

The  5th  Chapter  of  Mr,  Mackenzie's  *'  Life  of  Hon.  George  IJrown  " 
is  headed  "  Clergy   Reserves,   Rectory   Endowments,  and  Separate 
School  questions."     It  is  said  that  Mr.  Lafontaine  was  hostile  to  the 
Liberal  policy  on  the  Clergy  Reserves   question,  and    "  it  was  not 
"  im])robal)le   that  if  the  Ministry  had  proceeded  with  the  necessary 
"  measures  for  secularizing  the  Clergy  Reserves  that  he  would  have 
"  seceded."      It  is  not  often  that    Mr.  Mackenzie   ventures  beyond 
vague  expressions.     I  should  like  to  be  informed  what  measurt.'s  the 
Ministry  could  have  taken  foi    secularizing  the    Clergy    Reserves, 
during  the  time   when  Mr.   Lafontaine  and  Mr.  Baldwin  were  mem- 
bers of  it.     The  distinguished  gentlemen  named  retired  frf)m  public 
life  in  1851,  and  the  Imperial  Clergy  Reserves  Act  was  passed  in 
1853.     Is  it  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  Mackenzie  dissents  from  the 
ojiinion  given   in    1851    by  Mr.  Brown    that  the   Act  of  1840  "  did 
bar  Provincial  Legislation,"  and  that  to  attempt  to  proceed  otherwise 
than  by  obtaining  the  repeal  of  the  Imjierial  Act  "  would  bring  us 
into  collision  with  the  Home  Government  ?"     He  even  then  gave  the 
preference    "  to    a  courteous   though  firm  representation    of  facts " 
over  the  opposite  policy,  which  he   described   as  "  rudely  attem])t- 
"  ing  to  force  an  Act  of  our  own  down  the   Imperial  throat."     Mr. 
Mackenzie     insists     that   the   Liberal    Ministers  "  were    placed  in 
"  power  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  then  failed  to  attempt  the  accom- 
"  plishment  of  that  purpose."     There  I  join  issue  with  him,  and  defy 
him  to  ])rove  his  charge.     I  maintain  that  the  columns  of  the  Globe, 
when   Mr.   Brown   was   editor,  are  replete  with  articles  supporting 
the  view,  which  I   consistently  adhered  to  in  regard  to  the  Clergy 
Reserves.     To  have  broken  up  the  Lafontaine  Government,  because 
its  leader  would  not  pledge  himself  to  support  secularization,  when 
it  was   uncertain  whether  we  could  obtain  the  repeal  of  the  Imjjerial 
Act  of  1840  would  have   been  an  act  of  consummate  folly,  indeed 
hardly  short  of  madness.     It  would  not  have  assisted  our  efforts  to 
obtain  the  repeal,  and  in  all  probability  would  have  precipitated  that 
coalition,  which  was  forced  on  the  French  Canadian  majority  in  1854, 
and  which  certainly  has  not  been  advantageous  to  the  faction,  which 
broke  uj)  the  old  Reform  party  at  that   time,  and  which  has  since 
been  known  as  "  Clear  Grits."     Mr.  Mackenzie  has  more  than  once 
referred  to  threats  of  mine  to  form  new  combinations.     The  only 
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quotation  of  my  ;irecise  words  that  I  can  find  is  from  a  speccli  of 
Mr.  Jirown,  whicli  is  to  the  cffcrt  that  "  if  the  Union  is  not  preserved 
"  1)}'  tliem  (Mr.  Jirou-n's  friends)  as  a  necessary  consetiuence.  otlier 
*'  combinations  must  be  formed  by  wlii(  Ii  the  Union  may  be  pre- 
"  served.  I  am  ready  to  give  my  cordial  support  to  any  combination 
"  of  parties  by  which  the  Union  shall  be  maintained."  1  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  I  ex])ressed  myself  as  stated,  which,  however, 
was  not  to  the  effect  that  1  myself  would  form  new  combinations.  I 
gave  fair  warning  to  those  who  were  taking  what,  in  my  judgment, 
was  a  suicidal  course,  that  it  was  a  mistaken  ])olicy  to  dissolve 
the  alliance,  which  had  so  cordially  subsisted  during  many  years 
with  the  Lower  Canada  majority.  That  I  ever,  directly  or  indirectly 
sought  an  alliance  with  the  Conservative  leaders,  prior  to  the  breaking 
up  of  the  Government  in  1854,  is  a  mere  tabrication.  There  is  yet  a 
good  deal  to  be  learned  as  to  the  intrigues  of  1S54.  Mr.  Mackenzie 
has  published  a  single  letter  t'rom  Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Sanfield  Mac- 
donaid  in  that  year,  in  which  he  refers  to  "  our  compact  at  the  break- 
ing uj)  of  the  House."  The  main  object  of  the  letter  was  to  im])ress 
on  his  corresjjondent  that  the  natural  allies  of  the  Reformers  uf 
Upper  Canada  were  the  small  minority  of  the  Lower  Canada 
Representatives.  I  may  here  conveniently  refer  brietly  to  a  ([uestion 
which  was  finally  settled  during  the  last  Session  that  Mr.  Baldwin  sat 
in  Parliament.  A  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  five  members  of 
the  legal  profession,  of  different  politics,  agreed  to  recommend 
the  House  to  concur  in  making  good  the  expense  of  obtain- 
ing a  legal  decision,  as  to  the  validity  of  the  Rectory  patents, 
it  being  understood  that,  if  valid,  there  would  be  no  attempt 
to  void  them,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  invalid,  of  course 
they  would  necessarily  have  to  be  surrendered.  I  had  left 
Canada  for  the  West  Indies  before  the  test  case  was  heard 
before  the  Court  of  Chancery,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  there  was  any 
further  agitation  on  that  subject.  As  to  "  sectarian  schools,"  I  have 
little  to  remark  on  the  endless  discussions  which  took  i)lace  during 
the  agitation  on  the  subject.  I  had  never  pledged  myself  against 
such  schools,  and  cannot  therefore  be  charged  with  tergiversation.  In 
March,  187 1,  as  I  learn  from  Mr.  Mackenzie's  Life  of  Hon.  George 
Brown,  that  gentleman  addressed  a  letter  to  certain  prominent 
Catholics,  acting  on  behalf  of  their  co-religionists  from  all  sections 
of  Ontario.  In  that  letter  Mr.  Brown  acknowledged  that  "he  took 
"  a  prominent  part  in  the  agitation  which  in  past  years  separated 
"  the  great  mass  of  the  Roman  Catholics  from  the  Liberal  ranks," 
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in  which  I  may  remark  they  had  always  been  found  until  \Tr. 
hrown  brought  about  the  disruption  of  the  Liberal  party.  Mr. 
]5rown  proceeds  to  give  hi.s  own  account  of  the  disruption  of  the  Re- 
form party,  which,  I  need  scarcely  observe,  is  very  different  from  min<'. 
He  alleged  that  the  French  Canadian  members  of  the  Cabinet  ami 
thiir  supporters  blocked  the  way  by  acting  "  in  direct  hostility  to 
"  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  Reformers  of  Upper  Canada."  It 
was  certainly  the  English  Conservatives  that  blocked  the  way  as  to 
the  Clergy  Reserves.  As  to  the  Separate  School  question,  Mr. 
]'>rown  acknowledges  that  it  "  was  settled  forever  by  a  compromise 
"  that  was  accepted  as  final  by  all  parties  concerned,"  and  he  might 
have  added  that  it  would  have  been  settled  many  years  jjreviously 
but  for  his  own  persistent  op])osition.  After  the  admission  that  I 
have  just  cited  I  hardly  think  that  I  need  defend  my  own  course  on 
the  Separate  School  cpiestion  from  Mr.  Mackenzie's  attacks.  Bjfore 
leaving  this  subject  I  must  notice  an  assertion  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  _; 
made  in  very  positive  ♦erms,  and  yet  the  very  reverse  of  truth,  lie 
stated  in  his  introduction :  "  Lord  Elgin  did  materially  influence  _ 
"  his  Council  on  the  settlement  of  the  Clergy  Reserve  (Question."  J[^  ^ 
give  to  that  statement  the  most  positive  denial.  One  of  Hon.  • 
Ceorge  Brown's  charges  against  me,  in  his  letters  of  185 1,  was  that 
Lord  Elgin,  in  a  despatch  to  his  Official  Superior,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  expressed  his  regret  at  the  revival  of  agitation  on  the  subject 
of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  the  revival  in  question  having  been  the 
resolutions  of  1850.  Those  resolutions,  not  having  been  introduced 
as  a  Ministerial  measure,  did  not  require  Lord  Elgin's  concurrence, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  ever  favourable  to 
secularization.  I  have  shown  already  that  I  persistently  sought  the 
repeal  of  the  Imperial  Act  of  1840,  and  that  I  was  then  ready  to 
carry  out  a  measure  of  secularization.  How,  then,  did  Lord  Elgin 
influence  his  Council  ?  Does  Mr.  Mackenzie  mean  to  deny  that  the 
Council  was  ready  to  introduce  a  measure  of  secularization  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  for  the  increase  of  the  Representation  ?  If  so,  I 
give  a  positive  denial  to  such  an  imputation.  I  have  confined  my 
criticism  on  Mr.  Mackenzie's  Life  of  the  Hon,  George  Brown  to 
what  bears  chie.ly  on  the  Clergy  Reserve  question,  as,  shortly  after  the 
time  when  the  work  was  published,  I  wrote  a  series  of  letters  in  the 
Montreal  Herald,  in  which  I  reviewed  it  at  some  length.  These 
letters  appeared  in  December,  1882.  I  have  perhaps  dwelt  too  much 
on  a  question  which  was  ceriainly  the  most  exciting  one  during  my 
rly  public  life. 


SIR   FKANCIS    HINCK8,   K.C.M.G.,   C.B. 


a03 


CHAFTER  XIV. 


THE   SEIGNIORIAL   TENURE. 

DuRiNO  the  last  Session  of  the  I,afontaine  Administration  a  select 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  complaints  that  had  been 
made  in  regard  to  the  seigniorial  tenure  in  Lower  Canada,  wliich 
had  been  established  !)y  the  authority  of  the  French  Crown,  when 
the  country  was  first  colonized,  and  was  an  established  institution  at 
the  time  of  the  Conquest.  During  the  French  regime  there  had 
been  a  functionary  called  the  Intendant,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Governor,  exercised  the  power  of  compelling  the  seigniors  to  do 
justice  to  their  tenants  or  censiiaires.  I  do  not  propose  to  consider 
the  question  as  to  the  exercise  of  the  powers,  thus  entrusted  to  the 
French  officials,  but  merely  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
peculiar  tenure  under  which  land  was  held  in  Lower  Canada  required 
some  kind  of  supervision,  which  does  not  seem  to  have  been  provided 
after  the  conquest.  It  was  contended  at  the  period,  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  1851,  and  for  several  years  previously,  by  those  who  held 
that  the  censit aires  had  substantial  grievances  to  complain  of,  that 
excessive  rents  had  been  charged  by  many  seigniors,  and  that  legis- 
lation was  required  in  the  interest  of  the  people.  The  Solicitor- 
General,  Mr.  L.  T.  Drummond,  afterwards  Mr.  Justice  Drummond. 
was  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  which  sat  until  late  in  the 
Session  of  1851,  and  then  reported  a  Bill  to  define  the  rights  of  the 
Seigniors,  which  was  held  by  the  Premier,  Mr.  Lafontaine,  to  be  in 
reality  a  measure  of  confiscation,  and  which  would  not  have  got  rid 
of  the  most  objectionable  features  of  the  system.  When  the  new 
Ministry  was  formed  in  185 1  it  was  agreed  that  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  procure  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  question,  and  Mr. 
Drummond,  who  had  succeeded  Mr.  Lafontaine  as  Attorney  General, 
took  charge  of  a  Bill  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  obviate  the  objec- 
tion raised  in  the  previous  Session  by  Mr.  Lafontaine.  The  legality 
of  the  existing  rents  was  to  be  left  to  the  legal  tribunals  to  decide, 
but  in  future  no  rents  exceeding  a  fixed  minimum  were  to  be 
charged,  and  the  Seignior  was  to  obtain  comi)ensation  from  the 
public  chest  in  case  the  Courts  should  decide  in  favour  of  the  legality 
of  the  old  rents.  The  Bill  introduced  in  1852  was  passed  by  the 
Assembly,  but  rejected  by  the  Legislative  Council.  I  was  myself  in 
an  embarrassing  position.  I  was  most  desirous  for  the  total  abolition 
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of  tlu-  tenure,  and  was  therefore  dissatisfied  with  the  attempts  made 
to  meet  a  popular  deniaiid  for  tlic  reihnlion  of  rents,  which  were> 
except  in  rare  instances  in  the  District  of  Montreal,  by  no  means 
excessive.  At  the  same  time  I  was  hardly  in  a  position  to  inierfete 
with  the  course  which  my  I,(nver  Canada  colleagues  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  pursue.  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Governor  Cieneral,  Lord  IClgin,  was  entirely  in  accordance  with 
my  own.  In  substance,  our  desire  wps  that  the  real  seigniorial  bur- 
dens, which  at  all  events  were  adinilted  lO  be  legal,  such  as  the  lods 
et  rentes^  droit  de  reirait,  droit  dcluiiia/Uc'.cti-.,  should  be  abolished, 
due  compensation  being  given,  and  that  the  rents  should  be  continued 
if  the  seigniors  were  legally  entitled  to  them,  or,  if  not,  reduced  in 
accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  legal  tribunals.  The  ([uestion 
was  finally  settled  in  the  session  of  1854  after  my  resignation  ;  and  as 
an  indejiendent  member  of  the  Mouse  I  published  a  little  pamphlet, 
whi(  h  I  was  much  gratified  to  find  had  been  preserved  and  bound  by 
my  old  and  valued  friend,  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Adamson,  the  predecessor 
of  the  late  Dr.  Todd  in  the  Parliamentary  Librarianship,  Dr.  Adam- 
son's  autograph,  with  the  date,  5lh  December,  I1S54,  is  on  the  title- 
page,  antl  another  much  valued  friend  who  still  survives,  has  added  a 
line  which  I  admit  has  done  me  unmerited  honour,  as  it  is  much 
more  descriptive  of  his  own  labours  than  of  mine.  His  handwriting 
on  the  title-page  will  probably  be  familiar  to  others  as  it  is  to  me. 
He  wrote  "  IIos  cxo  versiculos  feci  ttilit  alter  honores."  As  the 
jjamphlet  has  long  been  out  of  print  I  shall  give  it  at  length. 

SEIGNIORIAL  QUESTION. 


"  No  apology  need  be  offered  for  intruding  on  public  notice  a  few  observa- 
vations  suggested  by  a  perusal  of  the  amendment*  proposed  to  be  otTered  in  tiie 
Legislative  Council,  to  the  Bill  sent  from  the  Ixiijislative  Assembly,  and  entitled 
"  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  abolition  of  feuilal  rights  and  duties  in  Lower 
Canada."  The  importance  of  the  subject  and  its  bearing  cm  the  character  of  the 
Government  and  of  the  Province  will,  it  may  be  hoped,  secure  a  patient 
consideration  for  the  views  of  one  who,  without  pretending  to  have  originated  any 
new  scheme  of  settlement,  has  given  much  consideration  to  the  question  during 
several  years,  and  who  is  most  anxious  to  contribute,  to  the  extent  of  his  humble 
ability,  to  its  final  and  satisfactory  adjustment .  It  is  proposed  in  the  first  place  to 
review  briefly  the  late  proceedings  with  reference  to  the  Seigniorial  question.  In 
185 1  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  select  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Driimmond,  then 
Solicitor-General,  was  Chairman.  The  result  of  the  protracted  labours  of  tliat 
Committee   was  a  Bill,   not  to   settle   the   question,  but   to    define   the   rights 
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of  the  Seigniors.  It  was  jiroposed  to  setlk'  \>y  leijislntive  enncinicnt  the 
niaximiim  aiiiount  of  iiv/f  ,•/  in/irt  Id  wliich  llie  Sci(,'niMr  woiiM  l»c  I'ntilk'il,  and  to 
a(li)|)i  ineasurest  to  compel  him  to  concede  tit  that  rate.  A  Hill  was  nccordin^;ly 
intrn.luced  of  a  (U-i-Jaiatoiy  i-liaiacti-r,  Init  Mr.  Att'inu'y  (icncral  Lafonlaine 
olijccted  to  its  lii'in^;  procccdcil  wiLli,  on  the  ground  lliat  it  piovidi'd  no  real 
SLiilcmunt  of  the  Si.ignioiial  (juestion,  and  tliat  it  was  in  lealiiy  a  measure  of 
I'oiifi'-cation. 

It  was  at  a  very  late  period  of  the  Session  of  1 1X5 1  when  the  suhject  was 
limu^lit  under  the  cunsiilcration  of  tiie  Iloii-.c,  and  it  soon  Ijocanie  apparent  that 
no  le^^islative  action  could  he  taken  hffore  the  prorogation.  During  tlie  )car 
1851  a  new  Administration  was  formed  and  a  general  elietion  followed.  The 
(lovcrmiient  occupied  itself  during  the  recess  with  the  consideration  of  the  best 
means  of  effecting  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  liie  Seigniorial  question,  and  ilie 
Kill  of  1852  was  the  result  of  their  dehherations.  It  is  necessary  to  direct 
special  attention  to  the  principle  and  object  of  that  Hill.  Not  only  did  it  not 
contemplate  the  extinction  of  the  Seigniorial  ;  nure,  but  it  was  heUl  by  those  who 
professed  to  be  lx;st  accjuainted  with  the  opinions  of  the  peoi>le  of  Lower 
Canada  th.it  there  was  no  strong  desiie  on  the  jiart  of  the  ifnsil,ii>f^  to  e(fect  such 
a  change.  It  was  alleged  that  since  the  conquest  of  the  country,  owing  to 
the  neglect  of  the  (jovernnient  and  Ix'gislature  to  provide  a  tribunal  similar 
to  that  which  had  existed  while  the  Province  was  under  tlie  dominion  of  the 
French  Crown,  there  had  "oeen  no  means  of  compelling  the  Seigniors  to  concede 
lands  at  the  customary  rents,  and  tiiat,  in  consequence,  they  had  converteil  a 
qualilied  right  of  prop-.-rty  into  an  abiulute  one.  It  was  said  that  if  the  powers 
exercised  by  the  Governor  and  Intendant  before  the  concpicst  had  been  entrusted 
to  some  other  Court  the  abuses  now  complained  of  would  not  have  been 
permitted.  It  was  not  pretended  that  the  lods  et  7'enks  and  the  dn  /.'  de  haiialill 
were  illegal,  but  it  seemed  to  lie  the  prevailing  opinion  that  no  measure  could  be 
more  unpopular  than  a  forced  commutation  of  the  tenure,  which  woidd  conqiel  a 
«;«//<//;■?  whose  rent  was  clearly  within  the  limits  universally  admitted  to  be  legal 
to  redeem  the  seigniorial  rights,  of  which  he  did  not  complain,  either  by 
B  payment  in  cash  or  by  an  equivalent  thereto  in  an  annual  charge. 

The  scope  and  object  of  the  Government  measure  was  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  excessive  rents,  and  in  order  to  remove  all  ground  of  complaint  on  the 
part  of  the  seigniors  that  their  property  was  to  be  confiscated,  it  was  determined 
that  the  question  should  be  submitted  to  the  Courts  of  Justice,  as  to  whether  the 
rents  alleged  to  be  excessive  were  legal  or  not.  But  without  reference  to  this 
decision  it  was  to  be  declared  by  law  that  in  future  the  maximum  amount  of  rent 
should  be  twopence  per  arpent,  and  th.it  the  seignior  should  be  compensated 
from  the  public  revenue  for  the  difference  between  that  rate  and  the  rate 
stipulated  for  in  the  contract  between  him  and  his  censitaire.  This  compensation 
was  of  course  to  depend  on  the  favourable  decision  of  the  Courts.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  enter  into  the  other  details  of  the  Bill.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe 
that  the  commutation  of  the  other  Seigniorial  rights  was  to  be  optional,  and  that 
the  burden  of  their  redemption  was  to  fall  on  the  censitaires.  The  Bill,  as  finally 
passed  by  the  Assembly,  after  much  deliberation  was  summarily  rejected  by  the 
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Lt'gislative  Council,  a  step  which  caused  great  irritation  at  the  time,  ami  imluceil 
a  bilief,  ])r()h;ihly  (|uito  unfounleil,  tli:it  there  is  an  inili-.|)(isition  on  the  part  <if 
that  honouratile  Imdy  to  agree  to  i  fair  nu-asuie  for  settHng  the  (juestion.  It 
caiinoi  lie  denidl  that  up  to  the  |)erioil  of  the  rejection  of  the  Hill  iiitrothiceii  in 
the  Session  of  iS5i-5  5,  jiuhlic  opinion  in  Lower  ("anada  had  l)een  expressed  rather 
in  favour  of  the  reduction  of  the  .r«r  et  ifuUs  than  of  the  aliolition  of  the  tenure. 
Willi  regard  to  Upper  Canada,  where  tlRMjuestion  is,  com))araiively  speaking,  liut 
liltli-  understood,  tliere  is  an  anxious  desire  on  the  part  of  its  representatives,  to 
co-operate  with  the  Lower  Canadians  in  seltling  it  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  It 
may  safely  be  allirmed  on  the  |iart  of  the  nienihers  for  L'pper  Cana<la  that  no 
objection  would  he  made  by  them  to  the  application  of  the  ( iovernment  aid  in  any 
mani.ei'  wliich  mav  be  deemed  most  conducive  to  the  extinction  of  the  tenure.  It 
is  true  that  the  general  public  dissatisfaction  at  the  excessive  rents  an<l  the 
prevailing  belief  that  the  subsisting  contracts  have  be.n  illegally  cxlurled 
Constitute  the  grounil  on  which  alone  ])ul)lic  aid  can  be  demanded  ;  but  now  that 
the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Assembly  has  l)een  given  to  the  princiide  of 
indemnity  from  the  Coiisoliilated  Kunil  there  would  be  no  objection  whatever  to  a 
variation  in  the  mode  of  applying  the  amount  granted,  more  especially  if  it  couhl 
b-;  shewn  that  such  a  variation  would  afford  the  sole  means  of  extinguishing  the 
tenure. 

To  return,  however,  to  the  history  of  the  question.  After  the  rejection,  in  May, 
1853,  of  the  Hill  sent  by  the  Assembly  to  the  legislative  Council,  increased 
agitation  took  place,  and  public  opinion  became  much  stronger  in  favour  of  the 
total  abolition  of  the  tenure,  es[)ecially  in  the  District  of  Montreal.  The  people 
of  (Quebec,  too,  where  the  rents  are  generally  low,  began  to  perceive  that  the 
effect  of  the  (lovernment  measure  would  be  to  diiitribute  the  indemnity  obtained 
from  the  resources  of  the  wli  >le  population  among  a  minority  of  the  .Seigniors 
situated  principally  in  the  1  >istricl  of  Montreal,  while  all  the  real  evils  of  the 
system  would  be  left  untoucheil.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  remedy  suggested 
by  the  (Quebec  interest  was  the  reduclioii  of  the  maximum  rent  from  two- 
pence to  one  penny  per  arpent,  by  which  means  it  was  ho|)ed  tli.it  ^uiiie 
benefit  woulil  be  derived  by  the  ,t->isi/,iir<rs  in  that  distiiel.  The  Covernmeiit, 
still  adhering  to  the  i)rincii)le  of  not  forcing  a  comimitation  of  the  tenure,  aud 
being  unable  to  deny  the  reasonableness  of  the  complaints  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Quel)ec  lensitaiies,  yielded  this  point,  and  proposeil  the  reduction  of  the  rents  to 
one  penny,  without,  however,  having  any  means  of  increasing  the  indemnily. 
It  must  Ik;  obvious  that  the  people  of  (^luebec  gained  little,  if  any,  real  .ulvant.ige 
by  the  cliange,  while  an  enormously  increased  charge  has  been  put  on  the 
indemnity  lund,  and  one  w'.iich  it  may  be  wholly  iiisuliicient  to  bear. 

The  new  C(jveinnieiit  measure  now  iindei  consideration  has  been  moulded  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  parties,  to  whom  reference  has  been  made,  'i'he  reduction 
of  the  rent  to  a  penny  per  arpent  was  to  satisfy  the  'Juebec  aitsitaiifs,  while  the 
principle  of  forced  commutation  introduced  while  the  Hill  was  in  Comuiittee  was 
R  concession  to  Montreal  public  opinion.  The  last  concession  is  one  which 
alters  the  whole  character  of  the  measure,  and  renders  it  necessary  to  retrace  the 
entire  ground  which  has  been  travtdled   over.     It   was  a  point   yielded  by  the 
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Government   at  almost  the    I;ist  moment,  ami    it  is    now  admilteil   tlint  tlie  \A.\n 

proposeii  for  etk'ctiii(;   tlie  comnnil.ition,  ami  ailopicil   witiioiit  Mifluicnt  coiisiili'i- 

atiun,  would    liave   been  (grossly  niiju^t   to  tlie  Seii^nior.     In   dealing;  uitli  pi  \:'te 

ri^;lits,  whicli  are   not  even  disputed,  there  must  be  a  strict  p'j^aid  to  the  piiiui|'le 

(if  full  compensation  for   all  that   is  taken  away  ;   and  it  is  (i\:iie  evident   that   tins 

cannot  he  ^^iven  with  satisfaction  to  ihe  r<'v//;/'('under  the  provsions  of  the  jucm  nt 

Hill.     The   amendments  ])ro])osed   to  he  .suliniitled   lo  the   I rj^islative  t'oiincil  on 

behalf  of  the   sei(;niors,  although  in  accordance  with  eiiuity,   and  calculated   xcry 

much  lo  improve  the   Hill  sent  from  the  Asseinlily,  will  most   assuredly    render  ii 

')I)noxious  lo  the  mass  (jf  the   ir>i.u't(iiirf.     In   fact,  tlie  j^reat   objection  to  all  the 

schemes    which  have  hitherto  found  favour   in  the  I^-'.jislature    is  that  they  operate 

uiicciually.  They  confer  a  benelit  on  the  jieoplc  in  ceitain  seij^'niorits  at  theexpeiise 

(if  ihe    public  at  lar^e,  inchidiii}^,  of  course,  those  irnsitaixs  who  will  derive  no 

ad\ai'taj;e   whatever  from   the    Hill.      The  tt'iixitciiirs  are  to  be   relieved  fiom  cino 

class  of  burthens   (the   rents),  but  at  the  same  time  are  to  have  others  imposed  on 

ihem,  while  the  inuiiirKenl  indemnity  fund  is  to  be  wasted  by  bein.;  subjrcied  to  the 

cliaix;es  conse(iueiit  on  the   aiipointment  of  a  batch  of  commissioners,  the  tcrmiiia- 

lioii  of  whose  labours  will  assuredly  be  at  a  very  distant  day. 

Those  who  have  steadily  su|iported   the  views  of  the  (lovernment  on  this  ((ues- 
tion  ii|)  lo  the  present  lime  are  com[)elled  to  jniuse  now  tiiat  the    whole  aspect  of 
ailairs  lias   chanj^ed.      It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  (."lovernment  will  likewise  pause. 
The   decisions    of    the    Lef;islative    Assembly    would   justify  them   in   projiosiiii; 
a  M  ttlcmenl  of  this  most  dillicull  (piestion,  such  as    a  few  months  nj;o   they  C( .11  Id 
li.iidly    have    ventured  on.      It     is    now    admitted   that    the  Seij^morial     Teiuiie 
nue-l   be   extiiif^uished    at   no  distant    jieriod,  but    it    is  j;enerally    believeil   that 
the    moile    of  etlecliiiy;    this    object      provided     by     the    Hill    with    the    anuiid- 
nieiils  under  the  consideration  of  the    Legislative  Council,  will  fail  to  give   |)ulilic 
.satisf.iction,  the    principle  of  compulsory    early  commutation    having  been  foiced 
on  the  Government,  they  should  now  deal  with  the  iiuestion  in  the  most  compre- 
hensive   manner.     The   obvious    way   of    el'l'ecting   the    object    is   to   apply    the 
iiiikiiuiity  in   the    first    place    to    the  extinction    of  the    most  objectionable  and 
burthensome  rights,  by  which  means  the  most  olleiisive  features  of  the  tenure  could 
be  at  once   abidished,  and    a   great  boon  would  be   extended  to  every  ictisitaiii'  in 
l.owtr  Canada.     No  other   jdan  can  be  devised  which  would  confer  e(Hial  lniu'llts 
on  all  classes  of  censitaix.':.     The  objection,  of  Course,  would  be  that   patties  now 
pa)iiig  excessivj    rents  would  gel  no  special   relief.     To    this   it   may    fairly    be 
replied  that   the    indemnity  has  been  given   not  so  much  because  the  parties  siili- 
jtcted   to  these   rents  have   any    particular  claim   lo   compensation,  as   to  satisfy 
Willi  I y  spread  popular  discontent,      Il  cannot  be  denied  lliat,  even  if  the  Seigniors 
Were    legally   bound  to  concede  at    2d.  per  arpent,   the  individual   who  has  pur- 
chased   a  jiroiierty  subject  to  a  rent  of  is.  per  arpent,  and  who  has  paid  for  it   a 
pri)|ioilioiially  less  price,  has  no  real  grievance  to  complain  of,  and  this  class  must 
foim  an  immense  majority  of  the  whole  body  oi  ceiisitdiirs. 

Hut  even  admitting  the  pretensions  of  this  class  of  cfttsitaires  to  the  fullest 
cxtiiil  it  cannot  be  doubled  that  they  would  cimsider  the  removal  of  tlieir  other 
burthens  aw  a  great  boon,  and  one  which  would  largely  increase  the  value  of  their 
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properties,  and  moreover  tliey  would  he  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  they 
could  not  reasonahly  exjject  to  he  exempted  from  tiie  sacrifices  which  all  classes 
of  the  population  are  called  upon  to  make,  to  jjrocure  a  »atisf;\c  jry  sellleiiKiit  of 
the  question.  The  advantage  of  the  plan  proposed  is  that  it  is  simple  and 
inexjiensive,  and  that  no  individual  would  have  to  pay  more  annual  rent  than  he 
does  at  present,  while  the  entire  community  would  he  relieved  from  all  feuilal 
burthens.  It,  moreover,  can  he  speedily  carried  into  opination.  As  the  change  of 
tenure  would  cause  an  increase  to  the  value  of  property  much  greater  than  the 
amount  which  it  would  cost  to  redeem  the  .Seigniorial  rights,  every  censiliHie  in 
Lower  Canada  would  uceive  an  indirect  lienelit,  even  greater  than  the  direct  one 
conferred  by  the  Legislature.  As  there  can  be  little  iloubt  that  the  present  Bill, 
with  the  [uoposed  amendments,  will  wholly  fad  in  its  (object,  it  may  be  well  to 
consider  whether  any  suggestion,  other  than  the  one  indicated  above,  can  be 
oflered.  hJhould  that  plan  fad,  it  might  be  deemed  sufl'icient  legislation  for  the 
present  to  appropiiate  the  funds  set  a]iart  in  the  liill  now  pending  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  Seigniorial  rights,  to  provide  for  the  submission  of  all  disputed  points  to 
the  Courts  of  law,  and  also  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  obtain 
information  regarding  the  value  of  the  several  rights  in  all  the  Seigniories  in 
Lower  Canada.  Such  information  could  be  got  very  speedily,  and  with  suflicient 
accuracy  for  the  purjioses  of  legislation.  Meantime  the  Provincial  indemnity 
would  be  secured,  anil  the  revenues  would  be  accruing,  pending  the  final  action  of 
the  Legislature.  Under  any  circumstances  it  is  not  probable  that  there  would  be 
greater  ilelay  in  settling  the  question  that  must  necessarily  be  created  by  the 
proposed  amendments  to  the  present  IJill." 

It  was  most  gratifying  tome  to  find  that  the  views  above  entm- 
ciated  were  deemed  sound  by  several  gentlemen,  who  had  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  question,  such  as  my  late  valued  friend,  Mr. 
^Justice  Dunkin,  and  Mr.  ■U«<:>rge  VV.  Wicksteed,  the  Law  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  In  the  Legislative  Council  they  were  ably 
supported,  among  others,  by  a  venerable  member,  the  Hon.  James 
I'errier,  who  still  survives,  and  is  still  indefiitigable  in  the  discharge 
of  his  various  public  duties.  The  Latin  line  that  was  written  in  the 
title  page,  as  already  noticed,  is  indicative  of  the  opinion  of  the 
writer  that  too  much  credit  had  been  given  by  Canadian  historians 
to  Mr.  Drummond,  who  had  from  the  commencement  of  the  parlia- 
mentary discussions  on  the  subject  abstained  from  advocating  the 
total  abolition  of  the  tenure,,  but  confined  his  various  Bills  to  the 
mere  reduction  of  the  rents.  The  Legislative  Council  completely 
reconstructed  the  Bill  sent  from  the  Assembly,  a  fact  but  slightly 
adverted  to  by  the  historians.  In  the  Legislative  Council  the  Bill 
was  conducted  by  the  late  Sir  E.  Tache,  the  Receiver  General.  I 
will  here  cite  a  few  remarks  of  his  and  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ferrier. 
Before  dismissing  this   very  imjjortant  subject  I   think  it  may  be 
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interesting  to  cite  the  opinion  of  a  non-resident  seignior,  the  late  Rt. 
Hon.  Edward  Ellice,  Seignior  of  Beauharnois,  with  whom  I 
corresponded  at  that  i)eriod  and  some  of  whose  very  interesting  letters 
1  have  deposited  in  the  Canadian  archives.  I  shall  quote  from  one 
dated  25th  December,  iMt^ —  /  ^  J'"-V 

"  Mv  Dear  Mr.  Hincks, — I  must  thank  you  the  moment  I  receive  it,  and 
"  btfore  knowing  what  the  result  of  your  interference  may  be,  for  your  letter 
"enclosing  your  pamphlet  on  the  Seigniorial  Bill.  You  have  adopted  the  principle 
"I  always  considered  the  right  one  for  the  settlement  of  the  question.  The 
"abolition  of  the  really  grievous  restrictions  and  conditions  of  the  feudal  tenure, 
•'  lca\  ing  the  rent  the  only  charge  on  the  land,  from  which  the  public  suffer  neither 
"inconvenience  nor  injury.  You  state  concisely  in  the  j)amphlet  the  reasons  in 
"  %vour  of  your  scheme  in  preference  to  Mr.  Urummond's.  It  is  essential  to  ihe 
"public  credit  that  you  should  pass  no  Act  subversive  of  private  rights."  The 
lettLT,  which  is  long  and  partly  on  the  subject  of  English  politics,  will  now  be 
accessible,  with  others  from  the  same  pen,  to  the  Canadian  public. 

Legislativb  Council  Debates, 

Hon.  Mr.  Tach6. — He  v/ould  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  amendments,  which 
hail  been  introduced  into  the  Bill  by  the  Committee.  The  amendments  were 
many,  but  only  a  few  were  of  great  importance.  The  others  were  more  of  a 
verbal  character,  and  had  been  made  to  establish  a  strici  harmony  between  the 
several  portions  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill,  as  it  came  from  the  Assembly,  had  73 
clauses,  and  8  legal  forms.  It  had  now  only  43  clauses,  and  wan  not  only  sliorter 
but  clearer,  and  consequently  more  easily  understood.  Much  of  the  macliinery 
had  been  dispensed  with,  and  this  was  a  great  point  gained.  In  the  original  Bill 
conuiuitation  had  been  made  voluntary,  but  the  Committee  had  thought  it 
imjiossible  to  do  justice  to  all  parties  while  that  was  the  case.  Tlie  hon.  gentle- 
man then  ran  briefly  over  the  various  changes  made  in  the  Bill,  and  concluded  by 
saying  that  he  thought  the  country  would  be  much  better  pleased  with  it  than  as  it 
was  when  first  brought  on  to  the  I>egislative  Council.  Some  gentlemen  had 
opjiosed  the  measure  at  every  stage,  and  had  used  all  the  means  in  their  power  to 
])rt.vent  its  jiassage.  He  knew  they  were  still  dissatisfied,  but  he  also  knew  that 
it  was  ([uite  impossible  to  satisfy  them,  and  that  no  measure  could  be  framed  in 
relation  to  this  matter  which  would  please  them.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
(jovernment  would  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  incurring  their  disapprobation. 
It  could  not  be  avoided. 

Hon.  Mr.  Ferrier  was  very  much  surprised  at  the  nature  of  the  opposition  offered 
at  this  stage.  The  hon.  gentleman  could  not  but  know  that,  even  if  the  delay  were 
granted,  no  possible  effect  could  result.  What  could  he  expect  to  do  between  this 
evening  and  to-morrow  ?  The  course  of  the  Committee,  as  had  already  been  said, 
was  such  as  to  ensure  for  the  Bill  a  most  thorough  examination.  He  believed 
every  member  of  the  House  had  watched  its  progress  with  the  greatest  interest 
and  care,  and  among  them  none  had  done  it  more  closely  than  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  offered  this  motion.     If,  instead  of  one  day,  a  fortnight  were  ask         id 
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granted,  he  was  persuaded  the  hon,  gentleman  would  know  no  more  at  the  end  of 
that  time  than  he  now  did.  The  opposition  was,  therefore,  wholly  without  object. 
He  (F"errier)  concurred  most  heartily  in  the  course  of  the  Receiver  General,  in 
proposing  the  3rd  reading  at  this  time,  and  he  trusted  the  House  would  sustain 
him,  and  that  the  Bill  would  be  sent  down  to  this  Assembly  this  evening.  '** 

Hon.  Mr.  Ferrier, — He  had  not  been  much  surprised  at  the  somewhat  excited 
manner  of  the  Hon.  Receiver  General.  The  bill  was  now,  after  a  very  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  vexation,  to  the  Government  especially,  brought  to  a  final  stage, 
and  when  it  was  ready  to  pass,  and  no  doubt  with  a  very  large  majority,  it  was 
rather  trying  to  have  to  begin  the  battle  again,  and  to  go  over  ground  which  had 
already  been  debated  a  great  many  times.  He  (Ferrier)  had  had  something  to  do 
in  aiding  the  passage  through  the  Special  Council  of  the  measure  by  which  the 
City  of  Montreal  was  put  in  a  condition  to  commute  its  property,  and  from  the  day 
of  the  passage  of  that  law  the  prosperity  of  Montreal  had  been  secured  upon  a 
basis  which  could  not  be  disturbed.  With  respect  to  the  I5ill  now  ready  to  pass, 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Seignorial  Tenure  in  Lower  Canada,  he  mo~t  firmly 
believed  it  to  be  the  greatest  and  best  law  the  Legislature  of  this  country  had 
adopted.  This  would  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  brightest  pages  in  the  history 
of  Lower  Canada,  and  from  this  time  forth  he  looked  for  a  course  of  prosperity 
hitherto  unknown  in  this  section  of  the  Province.  By  this  Bill  every  right  the 
Seignior  can  fairly  claim  he  will  be  able  to  establish,  and  to  obtain  compensation 
therefor.  With  respect  to  the  course  of  the  Government  throughout  the  arduous 
toil  connected  with  the  progress  of  the  measure,  he  felt  that  every  thing  had  been 
done  to  show  how  sincerely  they  desired  to  do  justice  to  all  parties.  He  had  not 
6d.  directly  at  stake  in  property  affected  by  this  Bill,  but  as  all  he  possessed  was  in 
Lower  Canada,  and  as  its  improvement  was  dependent  upon  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  he  felt  that  the  Bill  would  do  him  good,  as  well  as  to  those  more  imme- 
diately interested. 


m 


SIR   FRANCIS   HINCKS,   K.G.M.G.    C.B. 


311 


CHAPTER    XV. 


DISRUPTION    OF   THE    REFORM    PARTY. 


I  SHOULD  scarcely  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  refer  on  the 
present  occasion  to  the  University  question,  in  the  settlement  of 
which  I  took  a  deep  interest,  were  it  not  that  I  am  under  tlie  impres- 
sion that  my  views  in  proposing,  in  1853,  an  alteration  in  the  original 
measure  of  Mr,  Baldwin,  have  been  misunderstood.  1,  however, 
labour  under  the  disadvantage  of  not  having  had  any  opportunity  of 
making  myself  acquainted  with  the  controversies  of  recent  years. 
After  perusing,  which  I  did  for  the  first  time,  in  the  "  Story  of  my  Life  " 
the  memorial  prepared  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Elgerton  Ryerson, 
stating  the  object  of  the  Legislature  in  passing  the  University  Act 
of  1853,  I  determined  that  when  I  could  find  a  suitable  opportunity 
I  would  record  my  dissent  from  an  important  allegation  in  that 
memorial,  to  the  effect  that  it  was  intended  by  that  Act  to  place 
denominational  colleges  on  equal  terms,  as  to  State  aid,  with  Uni- 
versity college.  I  am  well  aware  that  at  the  period  referred  to 
much  too  sanguine  expectations  had  been  formed  as  to  the  revenue 
likely  to  be  obtained  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  set  apart  for  the 
University,  and  the  Act,  which  I  have  not  seen  for  a  great  many 
years,  may  be  so  far  permissive  as  not  to  exclude  denominational 
affiliated  colleges  from  aid,  in  case  there  should  have  been  an  avail- 
able surplus.  It  is  stated  in  the  memorial  that  the  colleges  affiliated 
to  London  University  are  "  placed  on  an  equal  footing  in  regard  to 
aid  from  the  State,"  and  that  the  Canadian  affiliated  colleges  were 
to  be  similarly  treated.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  of  the  English 
affiliated  colleges  are  supported  by  State  aid,  but  I  am  sure  that 
it  would  never  have  been  proposed  to  divert  the  endowment  of  one 
college,  and  especially  one  thoroughly  unsectarian,  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  denominational  colleges.  I  cannot  believe  it  possible  that 
it  was  ever  contemplated  by  the  Act  of  1853  to  depart  from  the 
principle  of  Mr.  Baldwin's  Act,  beyond  sejjarating  the  University 
from  University  College,  so  as  to  i)ermit  the  affiliation  of  other  col- 
leges in  the  mode  adopted  by  the  University  of  London.  I  had  great 
pleasure  in  recognizing  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  the  late  Dr. 
Ryerson  to  the  cause  of  general  education  ;  and  on  many  occasions  I 
lent  him  my   cordial   assistance,  which  he  suitably  acknowledged. 
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There  is  one  branch  of  the  educational  question  to  which  I  may 
refer  here,  as  it  was  made  an  important  element  in  the  political  strife, 
which  led  to  the  disruption  of  the  Reform  party.     I  refer  to  the  sep- 
arate school  question,  which  I  have   already  noticed  in  connection 
with  the  late  Hon.  George  Brown's  address  to  the  Catholic  delegates. 
I  feel  assured  that  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  Dr.  Ryerson  yielded 
most  reluctantly  to  the  necessity  of  permitting  the  establishment  of 
separate  schools.     For  my  own  part  I  could  easily  justify  my  action 
on  this  question  by  arguing  that,  had  I  been  opposed  to  such  schools 
the  issue  was  far  too  unimportant  to  justify  me  in  dissolving  a  polit 
ical  alliance,  that  was  in  my  judgment  beneficial  to   my  country. 
The  large  Catholic  population  of  United  Canada  insisted  that  both 
religious^  and   secular  instruction  should   be  given  to  the  pupils  in 
tTieir  schools,  and  resistance  to  their  demand  would  have  necessarily ' 
resulted  in  political  separation.      I  have,   howeverPno   intention  of 
sheltering  myself  under  such  a  plea.      I  had  had  bitter  experience 
of  the  consequences  of  an  attempt  to  maintain  "  Protestant  ascend* 
ancy  in  Church  and  State,"  in  my  native  country,  and  had  never 
ceased  to   advocate   justice  to  my  Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects. 
I  am  bound  to  admit  that,  while  on  the   Clergy  Reserve  question 4 
never  varied  in  the  slightest  degree  from  taking  the  most  statesman- 
like mode  of  effecting  the  common  object  of  my  assailants  and  my- 
self, those  who  believed  that  the  advocacy  of  separate  schools  justified 
the  disruption  of  the  Reform  party  were  excusable  for  withdrawing 
their  conlidence  from   me.     I  must  add,  in  reference  to  more   than 
one   charge  of  abandonment  of  principle  by  the  editor  of  Brown's 
Life,  that   I  never  at  any  time  professed  to  be  opposed  to  separate 
schools.  ^^' 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  make  more  than  a  passing  reference  to  a 
measure  of  considerable  importance  which  was  carried  by  the  Admin- 
istration which  1  formed  in  1851,  by  majorities  of  two-thirds  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  although  it  did  not  obtain  the  approval 
of  the  Hon.  George  Brown.  I  refer  to  the  Act  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  representatives  in  each  division  of  the  United  Province  from 
42  to  65.  I  am  taken  to  task  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mackenzie  for 
having  stated  that  "  no  wise  statesman  would  attempt  to  carry  on  this 
"  union  upon  any  other  principle  tlian  that  of  equal  representation 
to  both  sections  "  in  the  following  words  :  "  He  little  thought  that 
*'  thirteen  years  after  making  this  unwise  speech  every  statesman  in 
"  both  sections  admitted  that  equal  representation  was  not  just,  and 
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"  therefore  gave  unequal  representation,  which  now  stands  as  92  to 
65."  I  have  seldom  read  a  more  unfair  criticism.  My  reference 
was  to  "  carrying  on  this  unions  Does  Mr.  Mackenzie  pretend 
that  the  union  then  existing  was  carried  on  with  unequal  represen- 
tation ?  When  the  change  took  place,  thirteen  years  later,  was  the 
proportion  of  the  population  the  same  in  the  two  sections  as  when 
I  made  the  speech  referred  to  by  him  ?  When  the  Increased  Rep- 
resentation Bill  was  passed,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have 
adopted  any  other  basis  than  equal  representation,  and  the  fact  thai 
after  thirteen  years'  agitation  it  was  found  necessary  to  resort  to  a 
federal  union  of  the  Provinces  is  a  complete  vindication  of  the 
policy  of  the  Act  for  increasing  the  representation. 

It  is  unnecessary  in  the  present  day  to  dwell  on  such  measures  as 
the  establishment  of  a  decimal  currency,  or  on  the  support  which 
I  gave  on  all  occasions  to  the  repeal  of  the  usury  laws,  but  I  may 
dwell  a  little  on  a  measure  which  I  introduced  and  carried  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote,  but  for  which  in  my  absence  I  was 
severely  censured.  I  refer  to  the  "  Consolidated  Municipal  I-oan 
Fund  Act,"  which  certainly  resulted  in  a  heavy  charge  on  the  public 
treasury,  which  was  not  anticipated  when  the  Bill  was  passed.  I 
might  fairly  urge  that  the  members,  who  gave  a  cordial  support  to 
the  Bill  during  its  passage,  including  the  Conservatives  generally,  and 
the  late  Hon.  George  Brown  and  his  friends,  ought  to  have  shared 
the  responsibility  which  was  thrown  entirely  on  my  shoulders.  I 
prefer  to  state  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  what  I  still  think  would  have 
been  a  most  valuable  measure  but  for  a  circumstance  which  I  can 
easily  explain.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  enable  the  various 
Municipal  Councils  to  borrow  money  in  the  London  market  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  Government  on  more  favourable  terms  than 
they  could  possibly  do  by  their  unassisted  efforts.  The  Bill  did  not 
extend  the  powers  of  the  municipality  to  borrow  money  ;  they  were 
then,  as  they  are  to-day,  ready  to  aid  railroads  by  subsidies  or  other- 
wise ;  they  were  bound  by  stringent  provisions  to  meet  their 
obligations,  and,  in  the  event  of  refusal,  the  sheriff  was  charged  with 
the  duty  of  levying  sufficient  rates.  That  the  loans  could  have  been 
obtained  at  low  interest  in  London  is  beyond  a  doubt,  indeed  had 
the  Act  been  carried  into  operation  successfully  the  Municipalities 
would  probably  have  obtained  money  this  year  at  a  rate  little  if  at 
all  exceeding  four  per  cent.  What,  then,  was  the  cause  of  failure  ?  ]\Iore 
han  one  municipality  was  induced  to  make  loans  to  railroad  com- 
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panics  under  the  exjjectation  that  the  interest  on  their  bonds  would 
be  paid  by  them,  and,  wlien  such  expectation  proved  unfounded, 
failed  to  assess  the  rate-payers  for  the  amount.  Had  the  Government 
of  the  day  promptly  insisted  on  compelling  i)ayment  by  the  first  de- 
faulter it  is  possible  that  the  example  would  not  have  been  followed. 
I  frankly  admit  that  experience  has  proved  that  it  was  a  mistake  to 
imjjose  on  the  Central  Government  the  very  obnoxious  duty  of  com- 
pelling the  Municijjalities  to  pay  their  debts.  Considering  the  extent 
to  which  municipal  aid  to  railroads  has  been  carried,  it  would  not 
be  at  all  surprising  if  in  some  cases  it  may  have  been  found  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  ])ressure,  but  it  was  doubtless  unreasonable  to  ho|  e 
that  a  Government,  resj^onsible  to  the  people,  would  like  to  untler- 
take  the  duty  of  a  tax  collector.  When  once  the  example  was  set  it 
need  not  cause  surprise  that  it  was  genera  iy  followed  ;  and  if  1  am 
not  mistaken  it  was  deemed  expedient  at  a  later  jjeriod  to  compen- 
sate the  districts  that  had  not  participated  in  the  original  loans  by 
approj)riations  for  public  improvements.  I  believe  that  I  have  cor- 
rectly stated  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  a  scheme,  that  seemed  to  me 
likely  to  be  productive  of  great  advantage  to  the  people,  and  the  con- 
setpicuces  of  which  did  not  strike  others  at  the  time,  any  more  than 
myself. 

I'tw  su])jects  with  which  I  had  to  deal  gave  me  more  trouble  and 
anxiety  than  the  amendment  of  the  Assessment  Law.  It  will  hardly 
seem  credible  to  people  in  the  present  day  that  when  1  first  entered 
Parliament  land  was  assessed  for  taxation  at  a  fixed  price  per  acre 
for  cultivated  and  another  price  for  uncultivated,  without  reference  to 
its  situation  or  actual  value.  The  opposition  to  the  Bill,  of  which  it 
was  my  duty  to  take  charge  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  not  so 
much  to  the  principle  of  assessment  according  to  the  real  value  of 
land  as  to  the  provision  for  assessing  personal  property.  The  bill  in 
regard  to  personal  property  was  very  similar  to  that  then  in  force  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  I  had  taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  to 
ascertain  how  it  worked,  by  visiting  one  or  two  of  the  cities  in  that 
State,  and  by  making  personal  enquiries,  as  well  from  the  officials 
as  from  the  rate-payers. 

I  ought  not  to  omit  all  notice  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  nego 
tiated  by  the   Earl  of  Elgin  in    1854,  which  gave  effect  to  a  policy 
which,  during  the  preceding  four  years,  I  had  been  labouring  to  carry 
into   effect.     In    1850    the   Commissioner   of  Customs,   Mr.  J.  W. 
Dunscomb,  who  not  long  after  was,  on  my  recommendation,  appointed 
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Collector  of  Quebec,  an  office  which  he  filled  with  great  credit  for 
ujAvard  of  thirty  years,  visited  Washington  witii  the  view  of  furnishing 
iniorniation  and  endeavouring  to  draw  attention  to  the  subject  of 
reciprocity.  I  myself  in  subsequent  years  paid  two  or  three  visits  to 
the  same  city,  and  there  was  so  much  interest  taken  in  the  subject 
th  t  a  special  Commissioner  was  appointed  to  procure  statistics  and 
to  make  a  report.  That  the  Earl  of  Elgin  took  a  warm  interest  in 
the  subject  will  appear  from  the  memoir  of  his  public  life.  Having 
visited  England  in  1853  on  leave  of  absence.  His  Lordship  made  such 
representations  to  the  Imperial  Government  that  it  was  determined 
to  make  a  direct  appeal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  .States  by 
constituting  him  an  Envoy  Extraordinary,  ^or  the  special  object  of 
negotiating,  if  possible,  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  that  country.  I 
was  myself  in  England  at  the  time,  and  was  invited  to  accompany 
His  Lordship  on  his  mission.  He  wrote  at  once  to  the  Lt.-Gover- 
nors  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  requesting  them  each  to 
send  a  representative.  The  Lt.-Governorof  New  Brunswick  selected 
the  Hon.  E.  B.  Chandler  to  represent  that  Province,  and  he  jcjined 
us  in  New  York  on  our  arrival.  No  delegate  was  present  from  Nova 
Scotia,  owing,  it  was  said,  to  some  misunderstanding.  The  Acting 
Governor-General  at  Quebec  had  sent  a  despatch  suggesting  a  larger 
number  of  delegates  than  Lord  Elgin  had  proposed,  and  it  was 
imagined  that  the  important  business  of  the  mission  would  have  been 
sus[)ended  until  Nova  Scotia  could  be  heard  from.  Meantime  the 
presence  of  Lord  Elgin  at  the  seat  of  Government  in  Canada  was 
urgently  demanded,  as  the  Session  was  about  to  take  jilace. 

It  had  been  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Cabinet  that  an  appeal 
to  the  new  constituencies  of  the  Province,  as  arranged  under  the 
Act  recently  passed,  should  be  made  before  dealing  with  the  impor- 
tant questions  demanding  early  legislation.  Lord  Elgin's  despatch 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  gives  a  comprehensive  view  as  well  of  the 
policy  of  the  Administration  as  of  the  difficulties  presented  by  the 
extraordinary  and  universal  sui)port  given  to  the  regular  Conserva- 
tive Opposition  by  Liberal  members,  who  professed  to  be  suspicious 
of  the  intentions  of  the  Ministers.  They  soon  met  their  just  reward, 
although  Mr.  Brown's  correspondence,  especially  his  letter  of  16th 
August,  1854,  to  Mr.  Sanfield  ALacdonald,  affords  conclusive  proof 
that  they  calculated  on  obtaining  power  even  after  the  new  election. 
When  Mr.  Brown  assured  his  friend  that  "  the  natural  allies  of  the 
"  Reformers  of  Upper  Canada  are  the  Rouges,  so  called,"  and  "  urged 
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"  him  to  consult  with  their  leaders  and  to  have  matters  thoroii(;hly 
"  understood,"  he  m<(st,  I  should  imagine,  have  intended  that  Lower 
Canada  should  be  governed  by  a  minority.  It  is  really  amusing  at 
the  present  time  to  read  in  that  letter  :  "  Of  course  I  think  that  in 
'*  any  case  we  must  put  you  in  as  Speaker,  in  order  to  shew  our 
"  approval  of  your  closing  speech  last  Session.  Your  being  in  the 
*'  chair  would  not,  I  suj)pose,  interfere  with  your  accepting  the  Attor- 
"  ney-Generalshij)  and  forming  a  Ministry,  in  the  event  of  a  hostile 
"  rcjily  to  the  address  being  carried."  While  engaged  in  writing  this 
portion  of  my  work  I  have  had  my  attention  directed  to  some  extra- 
ordinary attem})ts  made  by  certain  Conservatives  in  Ontario  to 
purchase  for  sums  of  money  the  support  of  a  few  members 
of  the  Liberal  party  in  the  legislature  of  that  Province.  The  coali- 
tion in  old  Canada  was  almost  as  reprehensible  as  that  recently 
attempted,  although  there  was  no  direct  money  consideration.  Mr. 
Brown  expressly  refers  to  "  our  compact  at  the  breaking  up  of 
"  the  House,"  a  compact  to  which  it  is  notorious  that  the  Conser- 
vative leaders  were  parties,  and  to  which  they  were  ready  to  give 
effect  on  the  meeting  of  the  House  by  placing  Mr.  Sanfield 
Macdonald  in  the  chair,  and  by  that  course  endorsing  his  insulting 
speech  to  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  which  met  the  joint  approval  of  the 
Conservative  leaders  and  of  Mr.  Brown  and  his  "  Clear  Grit " 
allies.  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  defeating  the  conspiracy  between 
politicians  who  had  no  sentiments  in  common,  as  is  manifest  from  a 
quotation  by  Mr.  Mackenzie  from  one  of  Mr.  Brown's  speeches  in 
which  he  quoted  Sir  Allan  Macnab  as  having  declared  :  "  I  will  do 
"  all  I  can  to  prevent  a  Clear  Grit  party  rising  through  the  land, 
"  and  will  support  any  party  to  prevent  that."  Sir  Allan  Macnab 
interrui)ted  Mr.  Brown  to  say,  "  that  is  correct,"  when  Mr.  Brown 
proceeded  :  "  Of  course  it  is  correct,  and  the  most  amicable  under- 
"  standing  existed  then,  as  now,  between  the  high  contracting 
"  parties,"  whereupon  Sir  Allan  "  denied  that  he  had  held  on  any 
"  occasion  any  political  conversations  with  any  members  of  the 
"  Government  at  any  time  except  in  the  House."  I  can  most 
unreservedly  confirm  Sir  Allan  Macnab's  declaration.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  "  suspicions,"  which  were  the  only  basis  for  the 
unfounded  charges  as  to  new  combinations  which  are  spread  over 
Mr.  Mackenzie's  work  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  unaware  that 
negotiations  of  any  kind,  or  "  tatonnernens "  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Laurier  states,  then  took  place  between  the  Conservative  leaders  and 
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any  member  of  the  Hincks-Morin  Administration  prior  to  our 
resignation.  Mr.  Hrown'.s  letter  only  proves  that  he  believed 
throughout  that  he  could  make  use  of  the  Conservative  leaders  to 
assist  him  in  breaking  up  the  existing  Administration,  but  he  did  not 
imagine  for  a  moment  the  ])ossibility  of  those  leaders  being 
eonsulted  regarding  the  formation  of  a  new  one.  He  played  a 
bold  game  supporting  Sir  Allan  Macnab  against  the  late  Hon. 
Isaac  Huchanan  in  Hamilton,  and  actually  vouching  in  the  iUobe 
that  the  Conservatives  would  yield  their  views  on  the  Clergy  Reserve 
question  in  case  the  verdict  of  the  people  at  the  election  should  be 
favoural)le  to  secularization.  For  my  own  part  I  never  believed 
those  assertions,  until  I  learned  from  the  highest  autiiority 
during  the  negotiations,  which  i)recedcd  the  formation  of  the  coali- 
tion ministry  in  1854  that  they  were  correct.  When  the  dissolu- 
tion took  place  I  again  appealed  to  my  old  friends  in  South  Oxford 
fur  re-election,  although  I  had  reason  to  expect  violent  opjjosi- 
tion  from  the  Clear  Grit  wing  of  the  Reform  ])arty.  Mr.  William 
Lyon  Mackenzie  met  me  on  the  i)latform  at  several  public  meetings, 
so  that  the  issues  between  us  were  fully  discussed,  and  the  result 
was  thi'l  I  had  a  complete  triumph.  Meantime  it  had  been 
proposed  to  me  by  a  friend,  the  late  Mr.  John  Kgan,  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  County  of  Renfrew,  which  was  considered  to  be 
an  Opposition  constituency,  but  likely  to  return  me  if  I  would 
consent  to  be  a  candidate.  I  was  assured  that  if  I  would  allow  my 
name  to  be  used  I  would  be  returned,  provided  I  would  promise, 
in  case  of  my  double  return,  to  elect  to  sit  for  Renfrew.  To  this 
condition  I  agreed,  as  I  felt  sure  that  in  any  event  South  Oxford 
would  elect  a  Reformer.  The  result  was  as  I  had  hoped,  and 
having  had  a  double  return  I  elected  to  sit  for  Renfrew,  and  was 
succeeded  in  South  Oxford  by  an  old  political  friend,  Dr.  Cooke  of 
Norwich,  who  had  supported  me  at  my  first  election  in  1841,  and 
at  every  subsequent  one,  and  who  adhered  to  me  until  ^  my 
dei)arture  for  the  West  Indies,  in  1855. 

When  the  House  met,  soon  after  the  elections,  it  became  evident 
that  there  would  be  a  trial  of  strength  on  the  election  for  Speaker. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Liberal  members  it  was  decided  that  Mr.  (after- 
wards Sir  George  E.)  Cartier  should  be  their  candidate  for  the 
Chair.  It  was  well-known  that  Mr.  J.  Sanfield  Macdonald  was  to 
be  the  candidate  of  the  combined  opposition  of  Conservatives  and 
"  Clear  Grits,"  but  it  had  likewise  transpired  that  the  Lower  Canada 
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opposition  had  determined  to  bring  forward.!  candidate  of  tlieirown, 
Mr.  (now  Mr.  justice)  Sicotte.  Mr.  Cartier  was  defeated  by  a  very 
small  majority,  having  liad  good  su])i)ort  from  Lower  Canathi,  but  a 
majority  of  12  against  him  from  Upper  Canaihi  consisting  of  members 
who  had  no  sympathy  whatever  with  one  another,  being  ranged 
under  the  banners  of  Sir  Allan  Macnab  and  Mr.  George  lirown,  while 
a  few  like  Mr.  W.  Lyon  Mackenzie  did  not  acknowledge  any  party  con- 
nection whatever.  The  Opposition  had  calculated  that  the  safest 
course  to  follow  was  to  put  up  Mr.  Sicotte  next,  and  on  his  certain 
defeat  to  elect  Mr.  Sanfield  Macdonald,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Sicotte's 
friends.  When  that  gentleman  was  projjosed  he  did  not  get  a  vote 
from  the  ministerial  side  of  the  House,  as  we  all  sat  still  until  the 
votes  of  his  own  supporters  were  recorded.  When  the  last  one  was 
taken,  to  the  utter  consternation  of  the  Opposition,  as  I  saw  from  their 
countenances,  I  rose  and  gave  my  vote  for  Mr.  Sicotte,  Mr.  Morin, 
who  sat  beside  me,  voted  next,  and  then  one  by  one  the  ministerial 
sui)porters  followed  our  example,  and  Mr.  Sicotte  was  placed  in  the 
chair  by  a  large  majority.  Mr.  Brown  had  made  a  wrong  forecast 
for  his  friend.  The  election  of  Speaker  took  i)lace  on  the  5th  Sep- 
tember, 1854.  On  the  7th  a  question  of  jirivilege  was  raised  affecting 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Brodeur,  a  member  of  the  House,  who  it  appeared 
had  been  placed  by  unforeseen  circumstances  in  the  very  peculiar 
position  of  having  had  to  return  himself.  Mr.  Brodeur  had  accepted 
the  office  of  returning  officer  for  the  County  of  Bagot,  having  had 
no  idea  at  the  time  of  being  a  candidate.  On  the  day  of  election  the 
candidate  who  had  been  in  the  field  did  not  appear,  indeed  I  believe 
that  he  had  died  very  suddenly.  The  electors  were  suddenly  called 
on  to  make  choice  of  a  candidate,  and  Mr.  Brodeur  was  elected  by 
acclamation.  The  Opposition  took  exception  to  Mr.  Brodeur's  pres- 
ence in  the  House,  raising  the  question  of  privilege,  when  Mr. 
Attorney-General  Drummond,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  case,  asked 
a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours  to  consult  authorities.  This  was  refused 
by  a  majority.  I  was  myself  absent  from  the  House  at  the  time, 
but  when  I  heard  on  my  return  of  what  had  taken  place  I  at  once 
communicated  to  Mr.  Morin  my  opinion  that  we  should  lose  no  time 
in  offering  our  resignations,  to  which  he  at  once  assented.  The  fol- 
lowing morning  I  waited  on  Lord  Elgin,  and  tendered  him  the  resig- 
nations of  Mr.  Morin  and  myself.  It  may  be  well  to  state  here 
positively,  as  there  were  many  false  rumours  on  the  subject,  that  I 
was  not  invited  by  Lord  Elgin  to  give   him  any  advice   as  to  the 
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person  to  whom  he  should  entrust  the  formation  of  a  new  Adminis- 
tration. It  was  stated  in  the  Hoiisi-  by  Dr.  Roiph  during  sul)se(|uent 
di.icuissions  that  I  ought  to  have  advised  the  (iovernor(ii.'neral  on  the 
subject.  I  was  surprised  at  the  time  to  hear  such  an  opinion  fnjm 
a  gentleman  of  Dr.  Rolpli's  experience.  Nothing  can  be  clearer 
than  the  duty  of  a  retiring  Minister.  If  tlie  .Sovereign  or  his 
representative  ask  a  retiring  nnnister  for  advice  as  to  the  jjcrson  to 
whom  the  formation  of  a  new  .Administration  should  be  entrusted 
he  is  bound  to  give  it,  but  he  has  no  right  whatever  to  intrude  his 
advice  when  not  asked.  When  I  left  Loril  Klgin  I  i)roceeded 
at  once  to  town,  and  summoned  an  immediate  meeting  of  my 
Upper  Canada  supporters  to  consider  what  course  should  be 
followed  under  the  circumstances.  The  Ministerial  j)rogramme 
had  been  determined  on  and  the  question  in  which  the  Tpper 
Canadian  Liberals  were  chietly  interested  was  the  Secularization 
of  the  Clergy  Reserves.  It  seemed  to  me  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  select  a  leader  who  would  be  able  to  act  in  concert  with 
our  friends  from  Lower  Canada,  and  obtain  the  support  of  some 
Liberal  Conservatives  who  had  been  returned  at  the  late  elections. 
I  jToposed  as  a  fitting  person  for  that  position  the  late  Mr.  John 
Wilson,  member  for  the  town,  now  the  city,  of  London,  who  had 
always  been  a  member  of  the  Conservative  party,  but  who  was  pledged 
to  secularization.  I  had  not  the  most  remote  idea  at  the  time  that 
so  many  influential  Conservatives  would  have  adopted  the  ])olicy 
which  I  had  felt  assured  Mr.  Wilson  would  take.  Notwithstanding 
some  oi)position,  I  succeeded  in  getting  a  majority  of  the  ex-minis- 
terial members  from  Upper  Canada  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Wilson  as 
leader,  and  I  then  waited  events.  In  Mr.  Mackenzie's  life  of  Hon. 
George  Brown  his  account  of  what  took  place  would  lead  to  the 
inference  that  Sir  Allan  Macnab  opened  negotiations  with  me,  before 
he  did  so  with  my  colleagues  from  Lower  Canada.  I  shall  copy  his 
narrative  : — "Mr.  Hincks  was  entitled  to  the  discredit  of  forming  a 
"  new  combination  with  the  Tories,  for  no  apparent  reason  but  to 
"  wreak  his  vengeance  on  Reform  opponents.  Mr.  Hincks  did  not 
"  himself  form  one  of  the  new  Government,  but  he  narrates  that 
"  Sir  Allan  Macnab,  the  new  Premier,  '  opened  a  negotiation  with 
"  him,  the  result  of  which  was  that  two  of  the  Upper  Canada  supporters 
"  of  the  late  Government  became  members  of  the  new  Ministry,' 
"  Messrs.  John  Ross  and  Spence  being  the  two  members.  Mr.  Ross 
"  had  been  a  member  of  Mr.  Hincks'  Government  for  over  a  year. 
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"  (I  may  add  and  Solicitor-General  from  the  time  of  its  formation.) 
"  These  gentlemen  and  some  other  Western  Reformers  who  supported 
"  the  new  Government  never  returned  to  their  allegiance  to  the  Liberal 
"  party."     After    noticing   the     Lower    Canada    members   of    the 
new    Government,    Mr.     Mackenzie   adds :   "  Indeed   Sir    Francis 
"  Hincks  does    not  refer  to   those   French   gentlemen  as    parties 
"  to     the   coalition  as    he     does   to   the   two    Upper    Canadians ; 
"  their  adhesion  was  treated  as  a  matter  of  course."     I  read  Mr. 
Mackenzie's  remarks  with  great  pain,  because  I  did  not  believe  him 
capable  of  distortingfor  a  party  purpose  the  language  of  an  opponent. 
I  ask  attention  to  the  above  extract  in  which  Mr.  Mackenzie  quotes 
my  words,  narrating  that  the  new  Premier  "  opened  a  negotiation 
with  him."     In  the  text  of  my  pamphlet  I  fnid  "  Sir  Allan  Macnab, 
ha7>in^^  ascertained  Mr.  MoriWs  views,  opened  a  negotiation  with  the 
writer."     On  the  same  page  I  gave  a  history  of  the  negotiation,  and 
after  stating  that    Sir   Allan   Macnab  commenced  by  offering  the 
Attorney-Generalship  to  Mr.  (now  the  R't.  Hon.  Sir  J.  A.)  Macdonald, 
I  proceeded  "  and  then  mads,  overtures  to  Mr.  Morin.     That  gentle- 
"  man  was  not  disposed  to  form  any  coalition   unless  with  the  con- 
"  currence  of  his  former  colleagues,  and  with  an  assurance  that  the  con- 
"templated  measures  for  setthng  the  Clergy  Reserves  and  Seigniorial 
"  questions,  would  be  adopted  by  the  new  Ministry.     The  Conser- 
"  vative  leaders  had  fully  made  up  their  minds  to  accept  the  measures 
'*  of    their  predecessors,   and   they    were   aware    of  the  great    im- 
"  portance  of  securing  for  the  Government  the  support  of  a  majority 
"  of  the  Upper  Canada  members."     The  foregoing  passage  imme- 
diately preceded  that  quoted  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  whose  manifest  object 
was  to  represent  me  as  having  been  first  applied  to  by  Sir  Allan 
Macnab,  and  as  having  been  specially  responsible  for  the  coalition, 
the  very  reverse  having  been  the  truth.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr. 
Morin  was  not  only  first  applied  to,  as  was  both  natural  and  proper, 
but  it  was  from  him  that  I  first  heard  of  the  proposals,     I  had  then 
to  determine  whether  I  would  abandon  the  faithful  friends  with  whom 
I  had  acted  cordially  for  years,  and  who  were  prepared  to  support  the 
measures  we  had  agreed   upon,  or  link  myself  with  men  who  had 
betrayed  me  by  joining  my  political  opponents  to  destroy  my  Admin- 
istration. I  should  have  been  base  indeed  had  I  acted  otherwise  than 
I  did.     When  I  was  applied  to  I  frankly  told  Sir  Allan  Macnab  that, 
while  I  was   indisposed  to  go  into  opposition,  I  could  not  promise 
cordial  support,  unless  he  obtained  the  adhesion  as  members  of  his 
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Administration  of  two  friends  in  whom  I  had  implicit  confidence. 
Those  friends  were  the  late  Hon.  John  Ross  and  Robert  Spence.  I 
will  here  place  before  my  readers  my  speech  on  announcing  my 
resignation  to  the  House,  a.  letter  which  I  addressed  to  the  Electors 
of  South  Oxford  a  few  days  later,  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  John 
Wilson,  to  whom  reference  has  been  already  made,  and  a  letter 
addressed  to  me  by  the  Hon.  Robert  Baldwin,  not  then  in  pu  blic  life, 
approving  of  the  course  which  I  took  on  the  occasion. 


HOUSE   OF   ASSEMBLY, 


Friday,  Sept.  8,  1854. 


RESIGNATION  OF   THE  MINISTRY. 


After  the  presentation  and  reading  of  sundry  petitions, 
Inspector  General  Hincks  rose  and  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
about  to  move  that  the  Orders  of  the  Day  be  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next,  and  in  submitting  that  motion  it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  the 
House,  what  is  probably  already  known  to  a  great  many  honourable 
gentlemen, — that  I  felt  it  my  duty  this  day,  in  conjunction  with  my 
honourable  colleague, the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands(Mr.  Morin), 
to  tender  our  resignations  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General, 
that  His  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  accept  our  resignations,  and 
that  we  now  only  hold  office  until  our  successors  si  all  be  appointed. 
I  desire,  Sir,  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House  lOr  a  few  moments 
while  I  briefly  assign  the  reasons  that  have  led  to  our  taking  this 
step. 

I  shall  not.  Sir,  go  back — for  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  do  so — to 
any  matters  connected  with  the  formation  of  the  Administration  that 
preceded  the  present  one,  and  of  which  I  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
member.  But  I  shall  content  myself  with  stating  that  after  that 
Administration  had  been  some  time  in  office,  after  we  had  carried,  by 
very  considerable  majorities,  measures  which  have  been  received,  I 
believe,  with  very  great  satisfaction  by  the  country  at  large — measures 
Ihat  we  shall  always  be  proud  to  have  our  names  identified  with,  and 
to  which,  as  they  are  recorded  on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  country,  I 
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do  not  think  it  necessary  to  refer  more  particularly  at  present — dur- 
ing the  Session  of  1851  we  had  such  evidence  of  the  disorganization 
of  the  party  in  Upper  Canada,  by  whose  support  and  confidence  we 
had  been  enabled  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Province,  that  at  a 
late  ])eriod  of  that  Session,  my  honourable  and  learned  friend,  the 
then  Attorney-General  for  Upper  Canada  (Mr.  Baldwin)  was  under 
the  necessity  of  tendering  his  resignation.  I  was  then,  as  Mr.  Bald- 
win has  since  felt  it  necessary  to  explain,  although  it  was  not  made 
public  at  the  time,  most  anxious  to  retire  vvith  him  from  the  Govern- 
mLiit.  Mr.  Baldwin  strongly  urged  ujjon  me  the  importance  for  the 
interests  of  the  great  party  with  which  I  have  the  honour  of  being 
connected,  of  not  taking  that  step.  He  conceived  that  the  measure 
on  which  the  Government  had,  so  far  as  Upper  Canada  was  con- 
cerned, been  defeated  by  a  very  large  majority,  was  one  with  which 
he,  as  Attorney-General  of  the  Province,  was  more  particularly 
identified,  and  for  which  he  was  more  especially  responsible,  and  he 
did  not  think  that  1  should  be  justified  in  tendering  my  resignation  at 
that  lime.  It  is  perfectly  well-known  that  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  who  is  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  Lower  Canada  (Mr. 
Lafuntaine),  and  who  had  been  ih.e  leader  of  the  Administration  f  r 
his  section  of  the  Province,  and  in  reference  to  whom  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  say  now,  for  I  have  often  had  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so  before,  that  I  have  always  looked  up  to  him  with  the  highest 
resjicct  and  admiration,  had  then  announced  his  intention  of  with- 
drawing at  the  close  of  that  Parliament  from  public  life  altogether. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  felt  that  the  best  course  we  could 
pursue  was  to  endeavour  to  carry  on  the  public  business  of  the  country 
during  the  few  days  that  had  to  elapse  before  the  close  of  the  Session, 
and  to  resign  at  the  earliest  moment  that  His  Excellency  could  have 
an  opportunity  uf  forming  a  new  Administration.  When  my  honour- 
able and  learned  friend,  Mr.  Lafontaine,  tendered  his  resignation, 
His  Ivxcellency  the  Governor  General  did  me  the  honour  to  send  for 
me  in  conjunction  with  my  honourable  friend  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  (Mr.  Morin),  to  consult  with  us  in  regard  to  the  for- 
mation pf  a  new  Administration.  Upon  one  point  my  honourable 
friend  and  I  have  always  been  agreed,  and  that  is,  that  it  is  most 
i.nj)orlant  to  the  interests  of  this  country  that  the  Administration 
should,  if  possible,  command  the  confidence  of  both  sections  of  the 
Province  (hear,  hear.)  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  always  possible, 
but  I  think  every  honourable  member  will  admit   that  it  is,  at  all 


SIR    FRANCIS   HINCKS,    K.C.M.G.,    C.B. 


323 


events,  exceedingly  desirable.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  felt  at  that  time  that 
I  could,  in  conjunction  with  my  honourable  and  learned  friend,  form 
an  Administration  which  would  command  the  general  confidence  of 
the  country. 

It  is  my  particular  desire  on  the  present  occasion,  in  making  this 
short  statement  of  facts,  to  avoid  any  thing  at  all  like  controversy.  I 
will  not  therefore  refer  to  certain  charges  made  in  regard  to  combina- 
tions, more  ])articularly  by  the  honourable  member  for  Lambton  (  Mr. 
Brown)  but  I  shall  take  an  opi)ortunity  on  some  other  occasion  of 
vindicating  the  course  I  followed  at  that  period.  It  is  sufficient  for 
me  now  to  say  that  I  felt  at  that  time  that  it  was  exceedingly  desir- 
able, with  a  view  to  j)reserve  the  integrity  of  the  Reform  parly  in 
Upper  Canada  with  which  I  had  always  been  identified,  to  seek  for 
the  supi)ort  of  those  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  that  section  of  the 
party  which  had  for  some  time  been  in  strong  opposition  to  the 
Administration  of  which  I  had  been  a  member,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  any  compromise  of  principle  on  my  part.  I  avail  myself  of 
this  opjfortunity  of  referring  publicly  to  the  most  imjjortant  circum- 
stance in  connection  with  the  formation  of  chat  Administration  and 
which  ])erhaps  led  to  the  difficulties  which  have  existed  and  wliich 
are  existing  even  at  this  moment.  I  desire  now  to  state  what  were 
my  views  at  the  time  that  Administration  was  formed.  While  1  was 
most  anxious  as  a  member  of  the  Reform  party  to  use  my  utmost 
exertions  to  bring  to  the  support  of  the  Government  the  assistance 
of  gentlemen  commanding  the  confidence  of  that  section  of  the 
party  which  had  opposed  me,  I  felt  that  I  should  be  dishonoured  as  a 
public  man  if  I  did  so  by  the  sacrifice  of  those  men  wlio  had  fixith- 
fully  adhered  to  the  Administration  of  which  I  had  been  a  member, 
and  who  had  at  all  times  consistently  supi)orted  Mr.  Baldwin  and 
myself  when  in  office.  Prominent  among  the  gentlemen  who  stood 
in  that  jjosition  was  my  honourable  and  learned  friend,  Mr.  Justice 
Richards,  then  member  of  Parliament  for  the  County  of  Leeds.  Mr. 
Richards  had  always  given  a  cordial  and  consistent  support  to  our 
Government.  I  felt  that  if,  in  conjunction  with  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Morris,  the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Glengary  (Mr.  McDonald),  who  was  then  Solicitor 
General,  I  had  invited  gentlemen  belonging  to  what  might  be  called 
the  Opposition  into  our  Government,  and  had  entirely  excluded 
gentlemen  who  had  always  adhered  to  us,  on  the  plea  of  maintaining 
the  integrity  of  the  party,  my  character  as  a  public  man  would  have 


\  t:. 


^  t~ 


324 


REMINISCENCES   IN   THE    LIFE    OF 


i 


1 


been  compromised.  Well,  Sir,  T  opened  negociations  with  a  view  to 
the  formation  of  an  Administration.  Prior  to  that  I  believe  a  great 
deal  of  conversation  had  taken  i>lace  with  regard  to  the  manner  in 
which  that  Administration  was  to  be  formed.  The  honourable  and 
learned  member  for  Glengary  will  allow  me  to  say,  without  meaning 
any  reproach,  that  I  believe  he  is  rather  fond  of  making  combinations 
before  being  properly  authorized  to  do  so  (hear,  hear).  At  all  events, 
it  had  been  industriously  given  out,  although  perhaps  not  by  him, 
that  my  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Cameron,  the  present  Postmaster 
General,  was  to  be  a  member  of  the  Administration  as  well  as  my 
honourable  and  venerable  friend  the  member  for  Norfolk,  Dr.  Rolph, 
and  such  was  the  public  expectation.  I  invited  the  honourable 
member  for  Norfolk  to  join  the  Administration  and  assist  in  carrying 
it  on,  informing  him  at  the  time  of  doing  so  that  it  was  my  intention 
to  offer  the  Attorney  Generalship  for  Upper  Canada  to  Mr.  Richards. 
The  honourable  member,  after  some  correspondence,  did  the  only 
thing  he  could  honourably  have  done  under  the  circumstances :  he 
said  he  could  not  accept  office  without  the  assistance  in  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Cameron.  The  honourable  member  for  Glengary  at 
that  juncture  had  refused  to  accept  the  office  of  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  which  was  offered  him,  and  I  was  thus  enabled  to  do 
what  I  could  not  otherwise  have  done — place  a  department  at  the 
disposal  of  Mr.  Cameron.  The  Administration  was  then  formed 
which  has  with  slight  modification  continued  to  the  present  time.  We 
have  carried  through  a  number  of  measures.  I  will  not  refer  to  them 
at  all  in  detail,  because,  as  I  said  in  reference  to  the  measures  of  the 
preceding  Administration,  they  are  upon  the  Statute  Book  of  the 
country,  and  I  am  quite  willing  that  the  country  shall  judge  whether 
tbey  have  been  measures  of  progress  and  generally  acceptable  to  the 
people.  The  Administration  was  opposed,  I  believe  at  the  very  out- 
set, in  the  most  strenuous  manner  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Lambton  (Mr.  Brown)  who  had  been  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
Liberal  party,  and  in  adverting  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  must 
do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  there  is  one  thing  I  like  about  him, 
and  it  is  that  he  has  always  been  straightforward  in  his  opposition 
(hear,  hear).  There  is  no  misunderstanding  him  at  all  events,  ffe 
took  his  course — he  "vas  determined  to  destroy  the  Government  (Mr. 
Brown,  hear,  hear)  I  wish  not  to  disparage  my  opponents.  I  wish 
to  believe  that  the  course  they  take  is  the  one  which  they  consider 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  country.     I  am  willing 


SIR  FRANCIS   HINCKS,   K.CM.G.,   C.B. 


325 


lew  to 

I  great 
iner  in 
lie  and 
leaning 
nations 
events, 
by  him, 
itmaster 

II  as  my 

.  Rolph, 

nourable 

carrying 

intention 

lichards. 

the  only 

nces:  he 

Adminis- 

jngary  at 

jsioner  of 

led  to  do 

ent  at  the 

n  formed 

ime.     We 

ir  to  them 
•es  of  the 
,k  of  the 

whether 
Ible  to  the 
very  out- 
mber  for 
ler  of  the 
,11,  I  must 
^bout  him, 
ipposilion 
nts.     He 
iient  (Mr. 
I  wish 
consider 
Lin  willing 


to  give  the  honourable  member  for  Lambton  the  same  credit 
which  I  trust  he  would  accord  to  nie.  I  am  willing  to  believe 
that  he  thought  he  would  i)romote  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  by  obstructing  the  progress  of  the  Administration.  He  at 
all  events  took  that  course  at  the  beginning  and  has  persevered  in  it 
ever  since.  Well,  sir,  by  degrees  an  opposition  sprang  up  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Liberal  party,  and  the  result  was  that  at  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament,  the  disaffection  was  so  great  that  the  Administration 
was  left  in  a  minority. 

Now  what  I  more  particularly  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  is  this — that  throughout  all  these  proceedings  my  honour 
able  and  learned  friend  beside  me  (Mr.  Morin)  has  received  a  cordial 
support  from  a  parliamentary  majority  from  Lower  Canada  (hear, 
hear,)  not  composed  of  men  of  any  ])articular  origin  ;  for  I  am  sure 
my  honourable  friend  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  some  of  our  firmest 
and  most  unwavering  supporters  from  Lower  Canada  have  been  of 
English  origin,   and  we  feel  towards  them  the  same   afTection  and 
gratitude  that  we  do  for  all  our  other  supporters.     (Hear,  hear.)     My 
honourable  friend  has  throughout  received  a  cordial  sujjport  from  his 
friends,  and  I  may  be  j)ermitted  to  say,  now  when  we  have  gone  out 
of  ofiice,  and  are  little   likely  again  to  return  to  power,  that  no  man 
in  this  House  better  deserves  such  sui)port  than  my  honourable  friend 
(hear,  hear).     Of  him  and  his  colleagues  from  Lower  Canada  I  can 
hardly  trust  myself  to  speak,  lest  my  feelings  should  overpower  me  in 
attempting  to  express  my  esteem  for  them.      They  have  throughout 
received    that   cordial   and    unwavering   support  without   wliich,  I 
maintain,  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  Government  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  this  or  any  other  country.      When  Parliament  met  some 
months  ago  it  was  evident  that  there  was  a  very  strong  opposition  to 
the  Administration  from  Ll^pper  Canada.     That  opjjosition  j)roceeded 
from  various  causes  and  from  different  sections.      A  majority  of  the 
House  having  concurred  in  a  vote  which  we  considered  as  equivalent 
to  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  we   believed  it  to  be  our  duty,  in  the 
interest  of  the  party  with  which  we   were  connected,  and  to    secure 
the  carrying  out  of  the  great  measures  before  the  country,  to  advise 
His  E.xcellency  the  Governor-Cieneral  to  dissolve  the  existing  Parlia- 
ment with  a  view  to  an  api)eal  to  the  ])i.'opie. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  shall  never  regret  that  course.  It  was  taken  wth 
a  great  deal  of  deliberation.  The  policy  which  to  some  c.xient 
caused  the   necessity  of  that  dissolution — the    policy  of  po^tp        g 
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the  settlement  of  the  great  questions  then  pending  with  regard  to 
the  Clergy  Reserves  and  the  Seigniorial  Tenure  until  a  new  parlia- 
ment should  be  elected,  is  one  which  I  am  perfectly  certain  the 
public  opinion  of  this  country  will  sustain  when  all  the  present 
contentions  are  over,  and  I  believe  that  nothing  will  have  a  greater 
tendency  to  secure  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  those  questions 
than  the  course  of  the  Administration  at  that  time.  The  dissolution 
of  Parliament  took  place.  The  result  was  precisely  what  we  had 
anticipated.  A  very  large  majority  of  the  members  elected  were  in 
favour  of  those  measures  and  especially  of  the  one  in  relation  to  the 
Clergy  Reserves  which  was  brought  most  prominently  before  the 
country.  His  Excellency  has  been  advised  to  slate  in  the  speech 
from  the  throne  that  the  opinion  of  the  country  has  been  expressed 
upon  that  question  in  no  equivocal  terms.  I  am  sure  honourable 
members  on  all  sides  of  the  House  will  admit  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  about  that.  Well,  Sir,  we  met  Parliament ;  up  to  that  time 
we  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Government  would  be 
sustained.  The  first  question  which  arose,  as  a  matter  o "  course, 
was  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  I  may  be  permitted  t  say,  now  that 
it  is  all  over,  that  T  had  a  very  strong  opinion  upon  tliat  subject, 
and  I  shall  state  that  opinion  without  any  reservation.  That  opinion 
was  that  if  we  were  beaten  on  the  Speakership,  the  Government 
could  not  last  a  week.  I  say  this  because  certain  Members  of  this 
House,  professing  to  be  friends  of  the  Administration  but  who  pride 
themselves  on  not  being  "  party  men,  "  thought  the  question  of  the 
Speakership  one  of  no  importance  whatever  to  the  country,  and 
determined  to  vote  for  whoever  they  pleased.  Well  the  election  for 
Speaker  took  place,  and  the  Government  was  beaten  by  a  majority  of 
three.  From  the  time  that  division  took  place  we  have  had  indica- 
tions every  day — aye,  every  hour — that  gentlemen  whom  we  had 
reason  to  expect  were  friends  of  the  Administration  did  not  intend 
o  support  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  reference  to  the  Speakership,  I 
must  mention  that  the  Government  candidate  for  that  office  was 
supi)orted  by  a  very  fair  majority  from  Lower  Canada.  (Hear, 
hear.)  My  honourable  friend  from  Vercheres  (Mr.  Cartier),  the 
defeated  candidate  for  Speaker,  has  at  all  events,  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  the  Representatives  of  Lower  Canada,  where  he  is 
best  known  gave  him  a  good  majority  of  votes  (Ministerial  cheers). 
But  the  Administration  was  defeated  on  the  Speakership  by  a 
majority  of  12   from   Upper  Canada.     Honourable    members   who 
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understand  the   position  of  public,   men  will  believe  that  this  was  a 
cause  of  very   great  embarrassment  to   me  in   tiie    position  that  I 
occupied.      In  endeavoring  to  sustain  my  honourable  colleague  (A'ir. 
Morin),  I  expected  to  be  able  to  bring  to  his  support  the  confidence 
of  a  majority  of  the  Representatives  of  that   portion  of  the  Province 
to  which  I  more  particularly  belong,  so  .is  to  enable  us  conjointly  to 
carry  on    the   Government.     The  vote  on  the  Speak  rship    plainly 
indicated  that  I  should  not   be  able  to   do  that.     Immediately  after 
that  vote  I   fully  made  up    my  mind  that  it    was   utterly  impossible 
for  me  to   continue'to  conduct  the   Government  of  the  country  with 
any  sort  of  satisfaction,  even  if  we   should  happen  to  have  a  majority 
on  the    Address  in  answer  to  the  Speech   from  the  Throne.     I  was 
peiftctly  certain  that  the  majority,  i.  any,  could  not  be  more  than  two 
or  three,  and  that  there  would  be  a  majority  against  us  from  Upper 
Canada.     I  felt  that  I  should  not  be  justified   in  remaining  in  an 
Administration    with  my  Colleagues  from   Lower   Canada  when    I 
could  not  command  the  confidence  of  the  section  ol  the  Province  to 
which  I  belong.     I  determined,  however,    to    let  the  debate  on  the 
Address  come   on  in  the  House  and  be  carried   to  a  vote,  and  then 
take  my  own  course  afterwards.      But  yesterday  evening  a  question 
of  privilege  affecting  the  seat  of  an  honourable  member  of  this  House 
came  up  unexpectedly  by  me.     .Some  gentlemen  may  not  regard  it  as 
a  question  of  very  material  importance,  but  I  and   my  honourable 
colleagues  take  a   different   v''"-    of   the  subject.      P'or  myself  I  can 
only  say  that  I  did  not  know  until  I  came  into  the  House  yesterday 
evening  that  such  a  question  was    like  y  to  arise.      I  found  that  the 
honourable  Attorney   General   for  Lower  Canada   wished   to   have 
twenty-four  hours  to   consider   the    course   that  should  be  taken   in 
regard  to  it.     I  certainly  do  not  think  the  demand  was  an  unreason, 
able  one  (hear,    hear.)     I  think  it    desirable    that   before  action  is 
taken  upon  such  questions  some  time  should  be  allowed   for  consid- 
eration.    However,  the  Governn^ent  was  unable  to  get  a  postpone 
ment  of  the  question,  and   we  were  exposed  to  taunts  of  which  I  do 
not  complain,  for  they  were  well  deserved  and    well    applied.      We 
were  told  by  the  honourable   and  4earned  member  for  Toronto  (Mr. 
Cameron),   that    we   were   placed    in  a   position    where   important 
proceedings    were    going   on    and    we   were    not    able    to  direct 
them.     This  was  true,  and   we    were   certa  nly  placed    in   a  very 
embarrassing     position.        Feeling    this     strongly,    I   considered  it 
my  duty  not  to  lose  any  further  time   in  pursuing  the  course  which  I 
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had  determined  on.  Accordingly  I  communicated  in  the  course  of 
the  del)ate  last  night  wit'i  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Morin)  and 
told  him  that  it  was  my  c'ctermination  to  tender  my  resignation.  My 
honourable  colleague,  feeling,  I  am  sure,  that  the  course  I  proposed  to 
take  was  a  proper  oiv,  under  the  circumstances,  joined  with  me  in  it. 
This  morning  we  tendered  our  resignations  to  His  Excellency,  and 
those  resignations,  as  I  have  already  informed  the  House,  have  been 
accepted. 

Mr.    Speaker,  there  is   one   other  point  which  I  must  crave   the 

indulgence  of  the  House  to  allude  to.       In  the  course  of  discussions 

here  and  elsewhere  certain  charges  personal  to   myself  have   been 

made.  I  do  trust  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  will  do  me  the  justice 

to  believe  that  I  have  no  desire  to  avoid  a  full  investigation  into  these 

charges.     (Hear,  hear).     I  stated  during  the  late  Session  that  it  was 

my  anxious  desire  that  such  an  investiL'ation  should  take  place.     (Mr. 

Mackenzie,  hear,  hear.)     I  am    anxious  now  that  it   shall  take  place. 

lam  anxious  to  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  any  charges 

that   can  possibly  be    brought  against  me.     (Mr.    Mackenzie,   hear, 

hear).     With  regard  to  the  attacks  which  have  been   made  upon  me 

and  which  I  do  not  desire  now  to  characterize,  all  that  I  have  to  say 

is,  that  I  can  afford  to  forgive  the  authors  of  them.     (Loud  cries  of 

hear,  hear.)     When  I  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 

Mackenzie)  cry  "  hear,  hear,"  I  cannot  help  being  reminded  of  one 

fact  at  all  events  that  will   be  a  consolation  to  me  whatever  may 

happen  hereafter.  That  honorable  gentleman  who  cries  "  hear,  hear," 

threatened  over  and  over  again  during  the  last  Session,  as  honourable 

gentlemen  must  well   recollect,   that  he   would   turn  me  out  of  the 

County  of  Oxford.     (Loud  cries  of  hear,  hear.)     He  told  the  House 

again  and  again  that  it   was  through  his  influence  that  I  sat  as  the 

member  for  the  County  of  Oxford.     (Renewed  cries  of  hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Mackenzie,  no,  no. 

The  Inspector  General. — I  say  yes,  yes.  The  honourable 
member  came  up  to  the  County  of  Oxford  with  which  I  had  been 
connected  for  many  years,  and  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  which 
I  had  received  many  proofs  of  possessing.  He  came  to  my  meetings. 
He  advanced  all  his  charges.  He  spoke  for  hours  on  various  occa- 
sions. He  circulated  all  kinds  of  hand-bills.  Message  extras,  G/obe 
extras.  Examiner  extras,  North  American  extras,  and  how  many 
votes  did  his  candidate  get?  (Loud  cries  of  hear,  hear.)  Why  just 
23  !     (Renewed  cries  of  "  hear,  hear,"  from  both  sides  of  the  House), 
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and  I  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  above  350,  a  larger  majority  than 
I  had  ever  received  before.  (Loud  cheers).  And  not  only  that,  but 
I  had  the  gratification  of  being  also  returned  for  the  County  of  Ren- 
frew, a  County  into  which  I  had  never  been,  where  I  had  never  soli- 
cited a  vote,  and  into  which  I  did  not  enter  during  the  election  (re- 
newed clieers.)  I  shall  conclude— only  occupying  the  time  of  the 
House  to  read  an  extract  from  a  speech  of  the  late  lamented  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  which  I  feel  is  not  inapplicable  to  my  situation  : 

"  They  (tlie  Ministry)  felt  that  beinp  in  possession  of  tlic  cnt  ire  confidt'iice  of 
"  tlie  King,  and  having  received  from  II is  Majesty  the  most  cordial  and  unremit- 
"  ting  support — looking  to  the  present  position  of  alfnirs  and  the  ])resent  state  of 
"  political  parties — looking  to  the  strength,  not  only  the  numerical  but  the 
"  moral  strength,  of  that  great  party  by  whicli  tliey  hid  luul  the  honour 
"oflieing  sup[)ortcd,  they  felt  it  was  their  duty,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
"  continue  the  attempt  of  administering  public  altairs,  as  responsible  advisers  of 
"  the  Crown,  to  the  latest  moment  that  was  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the 
"  ]->ublic  service,  and  with  the  honour  and  character  of  public  men.  (Cheers.) 
"  When  he  did  not  hesitate  to  avow  the  reluctance  with  whicli  they  had  tendered 
'*  their  resignations,  he  believed  he  should  have  credit  (much  cheering,  both  sides 
"  the  House)  thai  that  reluctance  arose  from  [lublic  considerations  alone  (renewed 
"  cheering),  and  was  wholly  unconnected  with  everything  of  a  personal  nature. 
"  (Hear,  hear,  and  much  cheering,  particularly  from  the  Opposition.)  He  had  a 
"  strong  impression  that  when  a  pulilic  man  at  a  crisis  uf  great  importance  under- 
«'  took  the  public  task  of  administering  the  affairs  of  the  country  he  incurred  an 
"  obligation  to  pers-ivere  in  the  administration  of  those  affairs  as  long  as  it  was 
"  possible  to  do  so  consistently  with  his  honour.  (Hear,  hear.)  No  indifference  to 
"  public  life,  no  disgust  with  the  labours  which  it  imposed,  no  personal  mortilica- 
''  lions,  no  deference  to  jirivate  feeling,  could  sanction  a  public  man  in  withdraw- 
"  ing  on  light  grounds  from  the  post  in  which  the  confidence  of  his  Sovereign  had 
"  placed  him.  (Much  cheering.)  But  at  the  same  time  there  was  an  evil  in 
"  e.^hibitint^  to  the  country  a  want  on  the  part  of  the  tlovernment  of  that  support 
"  in  the  House  of  Commons  which  could  enable  it  satisfactorily  to  conduct  the 
"  public  affairs,  and  which  could  enable  it  to  exercise  a  control  over  the  proceed- 
"  in;is  of  the  House,  a  legitimate  and  necessary  control  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
"  possession  of  confidence.  (Hear,  hear.)  'I'heie  was  an  evil  in  sucii  an  exhibi- 
"  tion  of  weakness  to  which  limits  must  be  placed,  and  he  must  say,  in  reviewing 
*'  all  that  had  occurred  since  the  commencement  of  the  Session — looking  to  the 
''  little  progress  the  Government  had  been  able  to  make  in  the  business  of  the 
"  country  -looking  at  what  had  occurred  on  each  of  the  last  four  nights,  to  the 
*•  fact  that  ministers  had  on  each  of  the  four  nights  to  be  left  in  a  minority,  con- 
"  sidering  that  that  minority  was  smaller  in  relation  to  the  majority  than  the 
"  minorities  they  had  been  in  at  the  commencement  of  the  Session — adverting  also 
"  to  the  fact  that  they  had  received  the  support  of  those  who,  not  having  general 
"  and  unlimited  confidence  in  the  Government,  yet  had  given  to  the  Government  a 
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"  cordial  and  honourable  support  (cheers)  on  every  occasion  in  which  it  was  con- 
"  sistent  with  their  public  principles  to  give  it — adverting  to  all  these  considira- 
"  tions  he  must  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  time  was  come  when  it  was  incum- 
"  bent  on  ministers  of  the  Crown  to  withdraw  from  the  responsibilities  which 
"  office  under  such  circumstances  imposed  on  them." 

I  desire  to  add  nothing,  continued  Mr.  Hincks,  to  these  remarks 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel. 

Nor  shall  I  trespass  much  longeron  the  time  of  the  House.  Having 
tendered  my  resignation  I  am  now  like  any  other  member  upon  this 
floor,  and  know  nothing  at  all  of  what  is  going  forward.  But  I  desire 
to  say  tliat  at  this  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  country — and  I  look 
upon  it  as  an  imi)ortant  crisis  — I  do  trust  public  men  will  be  influenced, 
not  by  selfish  considerations,  but  by  a  patriotic  desire  to  carry  out 
those  great  measures  which  the  interests  of  the  country  demand 
(hear,  hear).  For  my  own  part,  for  the  present  at  all  events,  I  am 
desirous  of  taking  my  seat  by  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
the  County  of  Lincoln  (Mr.  Merritt),  who  has  been  described  rather 
wittily  by  a  newspaper  in  the  City  of  Toronto  as  a  "  governmental 
impossibility."  (Laugiiter.)  In  thus  retiring  from  official  Hfe,  it 
would  of  course  be  absurd  for  me  to  say  that  I  have  no  enemies  ;  for 
I  am  under  the  impression  that  I  have  a  great  many.  But  it  is  most 
gratifying  to  me  to  know  that  at  all  events  I  have  a  great  many 
friends  (hear,  hear,),  and  they  are  not  altogether  confined  to  my  own 
county,  where  the  honourable  member  for  Lambton  stated  that  I 
owed  my  election  altogether  to  my  success  in  making  friends.  I  have 
the  satisfactioi  of  feeling  that  in  this  House  a  very  large  number  of 
the  members  have  honoured  me  with  their  personal  friendship. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  am  referring  at  this  moment  more  particularly  to 
those  with  whom  I  have  acted  in  public  life.  I  feel  more  especially 
grateful  for  the  support  they  have  given  me,  but  I  do  trust  that  there 
are  a  great  many  also  in  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition  with  whom  I 
am  on  terms  of  friendship  and  with  whom  I  shall  at  all  events  be  able 
to  continue  on  those  terms  when  I  no  longer  occupy  a  seat  upon  these 
benches.  (Hear,  hear,  and  cheers.)  I  now  move  that  the  orders  of 
the  day  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  then,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hincks, 
the  House  adjourned  until  Monday. 
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Hon,  F.  Hincki  to  the  Electors  of  South  Oxford. 

Quebec,  13th  Sept.,  1854. 

TO  THE  LIBERAL   ELECTORS    OF    THE   SOUTH  RIDING  OF  THE 

COUNTY  OF  OXFORD. 

Gentlemen, — At  this  important  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  Pro- 
vince, I  feel  it  due  to  you  who  have  so  long  honoured  me  with  your 
confidence,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  place  you  in  full  possession  of  all 
the  facts  connected  with  my  late  resignation  of  office,  and  with  the 
reconstruction  of  the  Cabinet  under  Sir  Allan  MacNab  in  conjunction 
with  my  lat.  colleague  Mr.  Morin.  In  order  to  do  this  satisfixctorily, 
I  must  call  your  attention  to  the  events  of  the  last  itw  years.  On  the 
formation  of  the  Liberal  Administration,  in  1848,  under  Messrs. 
Lafontaine  and  Baldwin,  I  accepted  the  office  of  Inspector  General, 
and  gave  my  humble  assistance  to  those  gentlemen  in  carrying  on  the 
public  affairs.  In  1850,  the  opposition  to  the  Government  from  the 
extreme  section  of  the  Liberal  party  in  Upper  Canada,  began  to 
assume  a  formidable  shape.  During  the  Session  of  1851,  a  motion 
introduced  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  though  defeated  by  a  majority  of  votes 
in  the  House,  was  nevertheless  sustained  by  so  large  a  number  of  the 
members  for  LIpper  Canada,  that  my  much  esteemed  leader  and 
friend,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Baldwin,  felt  it  his  duty  to  resign  office.  A 
few  weeks  subsequently  the  Administration  was  broken  up  by  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Lafontaine  from  public  life.  On  this  event  taking 
place  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  did  me  the  honour  to 
take  my  advice  on  the  subject  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. Being  most  anxious  at  that  time,  as  I  have  ever  been,  to 
preserve  the  unity  of  the  Liberal  party,  I  deemed  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  endeavour  to  conciliate  the  support  of  those  who  seemed 
to  have  no  other  ground  of  opposition  to  Government  than  their 
own  unworthy  suspicions.  These  parties  affected,  notwithstand- 
ing the  strongest  assurances  to  the  contrary,  to  doubt  my  sincerity 
on  the  Clergy  Reserves  question.  To  remove  these  doubts  it 
seemed  to  me  to  be  absolutely  necessary  that  the  new  Govern- 
ment should  include  the  names  of  gentlemen  possessing  the  con- 
fidence of  the  dissatisfied  section  of  the  party.  After  some  nego- 
ciation,  and  after  surmounting  considerable  difficulties,  the 
Administration  was  formed  on  such  a  basis  as  enabled  me  to 
assure    my  honourable    friend,    Mr.    Morin,    that    it    would     be 
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sustained  l)y  public  opinion  in  Upper  Canada.  To  my  deep 
regret,  however,  the  new  AdrrMuisiration,  hke  tlie  one  precciling 
it,  was  assailed  hy  a  section  of  the  Liberal  party.  On  all  suit- 
able occasions  I  have  implored  the  Reformers  of  Upper  Canada  to 
maintain  the  unity  of  their  itarty,  and  there  was  no  personal  sacri- 
fice that  I  would  not  have  cheerfully  made  in  order  to  accomplish 
that  object.  Embarrassed  on  all  sides,  I,  nevertheless,  steailily 
persevered  in  i)ressiiig  forward  the  measures  desired  by  the 
country.  On  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  in  June  last,  an  amend- 
ment to  the  address  in  answer  to  the  speech  from  the  throne 
having  been  carried  by  Up])er  Canada  Reform  votes,  I  was 
placed  in  a  most  embarrassing  situation.  I  found  myself  unable  to 
obtain  for  my  friend  Mr.  Morin  that  supjiort  from  Upper  Canada, 
without  which  it  was  im|)ossil)le  that  i)ublic  affairs  could  be  satis- 
factorily conducted.  'I'here  was  no  choice  for  the  (iovcrnment  but 
to  resign  or  recommend  a  dissolution  of  I'arliament.  After  great 
hesitation  I  concurred  in  recommending  the  latter  course,  and  a. 
general  election  followed,  fn  common  with  the  whole  Canadian 
pul)lic,  I  noticed  with  aston  lanent  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Brown, 
the  leading  opponent  of  the  Government  on  die  Liberrtl  side. 
That  gentleman  distinctly  avowed  his  conviction  that  the  Conser- 
vative i)arty  had  abandoned  opposition  to  the  Secularization  of  the 
Clergy  Restirves.  He,  in  almost  every  instance,  supported  candi- 
dates wlio  had  previously  been  identified  with  the  Conservative 
party  in  opposition  to  Reformers,  and  especially  in  the  city  of 
Hamilton  he  supported  Sir  Allan  MacNab  against  Mr.  Buchanan. 
He  assured  the  country  that  the  Conservatives  would  settle  the 
Clergy  Reserves  (piestion  by  devoting  the  fund  to  secular  purposes, 
an  assertion  little  credited  at  the  time,  but  which  is  about  to  be 
realized.  On  the  meeting  of  the  present  Parliament  the  first  question 
to  be  determined  was  the  choice  of  Speaker.  I  need  hardly 
inform  so  intelligent  a  body  as  yourselves,  that  this  question  must 
necessarily  be  a  i)arty  one.  The  Liberals,  having  a  large  majority 
in  the  House,  had  the  power  of  selecting  their  canditlate,  but,  owing 
to  want  of  unity,  there  was  great  fear  of  defeat.  My  own  inclination 
would  have  led  me  to  refuse  all  co-operation  with  the  followers  of 
Mr.  Brown,  towards  whom  I  was  in  a  position  of  political  antagonism, 
but  I  yielded  to  tiie  wishes  of  my  friends  from  Upper  Canada  that 
a  meeting  of  the  whole  Liberal  jiarty  should  be  called  and  the  choice 
determined  by    ballot.      Such    a   meeting  was  called,    but    it  was 
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almost  immediately  announced  by  Mr.  Fer^iisson  that  lie  wouUl  not 
yield  to  the  majority.  On  a  ballot  being  taken  the  choice  fell  on 
Mr.  Cartier,  member  for  Vercheres,  who  had  a  large  majority  of 
votes.  The  Chairman,  Mr.  Merrilt,  was  pressed  to  [jropose  Mr. 
Cartier,  but  he  declined,  and,  as  it  afterwards  appeareil,  because  ho 
had  determined  to  support  the  candidate  brought  forward  by  the 
Opi)osition.  ^'()u  are  all  aware  that  the  Government  candidate  was 
beaten  by  a  majority  of  three.  On  the  following  day,  Wednesday, 
6th  September,  rumours  were  in  active  circulation  that  the  Ministry 
would  be  beaten  ;  and  so  confident  were  its  opponents  that  list^^  cf  a 
new  Ministry  to  be  formed  by  Mr.  J.  S.  McDonald,  and  including  the 
names  of  Mr.  Hartman  and  Mr.  Freeman,  were  in  the  mouths  of  the 
public.  On  Wednestlay,  the  6th,  the  speei;h  of  the  Governor 
General  on  the  o[)ening  of  rarliamenl  was  delivered,  indicating,  as 
I)lainly  as  such  documents  ever  do,  that  a  measure  for  secularizing 
the  Clergy  Reserves  would  be  submitted.  Nevertheless  the  dissatis- 
fied party  expressed  loud  discontent,  and  great  efforts  were  made  to 
withdraw  supjiort  fnnn  the  Administration.  On  'riuirsday,  the  7th, 
I  received  a  letter  from  an  inlluential  member,  whose  supi)ort  1  had 
relied  on,  int.i'iating  his  intention  of  opposing  the  address.  This 
defection  seemed  to  render  success  improbable,  but  I  soon  received 
news  which  made  my  continuance  in  office  impossible.  On  the  day 
above  referred  to  (Thursday)  Mr.  Rolph,  felt  it  his  duty  to  intimate 
to  two  members  of  the  Cabinet  liis  intention  of  resigning,  on  the 
ground,  as  I  understand,  of  Mr.  Sicotte's  election  to  the  Speaker's 
chair.  One  of  the  gentlemen  referred  to  (Mr.  Morris)  at  the  time 
that  he  informed  me  that  he  had  had  an  imjjortant  conversation  with 
Mr.  Rolph,  declined,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  confidential,  to  com- 
municate to  me  what  it  was.  'I'he  other  (Mr.  Chauveau)  informed 
me  that  Mr.  Rolph  had  come  to  him  and  asked  him  to  whom  he  was 
to  tender  liis  resignation.  You  may  naturally  suppose  that  at  such 
a  crisis,  the  least  symptom  of  weakness  in  the  Administration  itself 
would  be  fatal  to  its  existence.  Mr.  Rolph's  separate  resignation  at 
such  a  crisis  would  have  materially  strengthened  the  Op])ositi()n, 
and  I  was  under  serious  aojjrehension  that  personal  difficulties  might 
be  added  to  those  with  which  the  Administration  was  surrounded.  I 
confess,  therefore,  that  I  felt  relieved  at  finding,  in  the  course  of  the 
evening,  that  my  resignation  could  be  fully  justified  on  grounds 
which  would  enable  me  to  avoid  anything  like  a  difference  with  one 
of  my  colleagues.      A   question   of  privilege  having  been    brought 
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under  the  consideration  of  the  House  by  a  leading  member  of  the 
Opposition,  the  Attorney  General  for  Lower  Canada  asked  a  delay 
of  twenty-four  hours  to  consider  the  case — this  demond  was  refused, 
and  the  division  lists  will  shew  that  the  Upper  Canada  Liberal 
members,  who  were  said  to  have  deserted  the  Ministerial  ranks, 
voted  with  the  Opposition.  Further,  it  will  appear  by  the  journals, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  Rolph  himself  voted  with  the 
Oi)position.  The  members  of  the  Government  whom  I  communi- 
cated with  entirely  concurred  with  me  as  to  the  necessity  of  resigna- 
tion. After  what  had  passed  during  the  day,  it  was  obviously  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Rolph,  and  I  was  most 
anxious  to  be  spared  the  necessity  of  alluding  to  his  intended  resigna- 
tion— I  scrupulously  avoided  all  reference  to  it  in  my  explanatory 
remarks  in  the  House  and  should  have  abstained  from  public  notice 
of  it,  had  not  the  friends  of  Mr.  Rolph  made  it  an  accusation  against 
me,  that  I  resigned  without  consultation  with  him.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  me  to  know  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  friends  of  the  late 
Administration,  both  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  constituting  by 
far  the  largest  party  in  the  House,  although  unable  to  cope  with  the 
united  strength  of  the  adherents  of  Sir  Allan  MacNab  and  of  Messrs. 
Dorion,  Brown  and  McDonald,  have  approved  of  my  resignation  as 
Will  as  of  all  my  subsequent  proceedings.  Strange  to  say,  the  par- 
ties who  declaim  most  loudly  against  the  present  combination,  are 
those  who  have  been  for  months  trying  to  persuade  the  Reformers  of 
Upper  Canada  that  the  Conservatives  were  the  very  men  who 
could  be  most  safely  relied  on  to  carry  the  secularization  of  the 
Reserves.  It  must  now  be  apparent  that  there  are  men  who  do  not 
wish  the  Clergy  Reserves  question  settled,  or  at  all  events  who  insist 
on  its  being  settled  by  themselves,  and  by  no  others.  For  my  own 
part,  I  will  join  in  no  mere  factious  movement.  Driven  from  official 
life,  I  shall  nevertheless  continue  to  sujiport,  as  an  independent 
member  of  Parliament,  the  principles  and  policy  which  I  have  long 
advocated,  and  I  shall  experience,  I  assure  you,  no  personal  mortifi- 
cation at  the  loss  of  office  if  my  late  colleagues  and  their  new  allies 
should  be  able  to  secure  a  larger  share  of  Parliamentary  support 
than  the  late  Administration  was  able  to  do.  My  proceedings  since 
the  resignation  have  been  made  the  subject  of  severe  criticism,  and, 
what  is  worse,  of  infamous  slander.  The  factious  combination  which 
drove  me  from  power  has  been  confounded  at  Sir  Allan  MacNab's 
cot//  d'itat,  and  having  been  incessantly  engaged  for  many  months 
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in  all  kinds  of  intrigues  to  obtain  power  for  themselves,  they 
imagine  that  I  am  capable  of  the  same  dishonourable  conduct. 
My  resignation  was  just  what  my  enemies  desired,  and  they 
certainly  have  no  right  to  complain  of  it.  I  have  already  given  a 
public  and  emphatic  contradiction  to  the  allegation  that  I  recom- 
mended Sir  Allan  MacNab  to  be  sent  for.  that  I  had  any  under- 
standing whatever  with  that  honourable  gentleman  regarding  a 
coalition,  or  that  I  had  the  least  idea  that  he  would  consent  to  the 
secularization  of  the  Clergy  Reserves.  Every  step  that  I  took  wa^ 
open,  candid,  and  straightforward,  although  I  was  surrounded  by 
intrigue  and  treachery  in  the  ranks  of  the  party  from  Uppers 
Canada  with  which  T  was  obliged  to  act.  I  need,  however,  say  no  ^ 
more  on  this  head,  but  refer  you  to  the  subjoined  correspondence 
with  John  Wilson,  Esq.,  which  will  explain  all  my  proceedings 
subsequent  to  my  resignation.  You  will  hnd  by  it  that  a  coalition 
was  agreed  on  between  Sir  Allan  MacNab  and  Mr.  Morin,  on  an 
understanding  that  the  Upper  Canadian  ex-Ministerial  party  were  to 
have  the  option  of  taking  part  in  it,  and  on  the  basis  of  carrying 
cut  the  great  measures  now  pending  before  the  country.  The 
result  was  then  communicated  to  me.  I  consulted  my  friends,  and 
felt  it  my  duty  to  accede  to  it,  but  I  could  not,  even  if  factiously 
inclined,  have  controlled  it.  The  country  is  now  called  on  for  its 
verdict,  and  I  anticipate  it  without  fear. 

I  am,  etc., 

F.   HINCKS. 


Hon.  F.  Hincksto  John  Wilson,  Esquire,  M.P.P. 

Quebec,  i4lh  Sept.,  1854. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  find  myself  placed  in  a  very  painful  position 
owing  to  rumours  industriously  circulated  and  affecting  my  personal 
honour  with  which  your  name  is  mi.xed  uj).  It  is  alleged  that  after 
having  on  Friday  last  called  a  meeting  of  the  supporters  of  the  ex- 
Ministers,  and  proposed  you  as  leader  of  the  party  with  which  I  had 
acted,  I  subsequently  consented  to  support  a  coalition  with  Sir  Allan 
MacNab's  party  under  the  arrangements  for  which  you  were  personally 
sacrificed,  and  that  the  whole  negotiation  was  carried  on,  and  con- 
cluded without  your  knowledge.  Such,  in  substance,  are  the  allega- 
tions of  the  present  Opposition.     The  facts  are  as  follows :  I  did  pro- 
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pose  you  as  loader  of  the  ex-Ministerial  party,  at  a  meeting  of  that 
I)arty  numerously  attended.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Mr.  Roijjh 
did  not  attend  that  meetinjjj,  thougli  notified,  and  that  Mr.  Foley,  who 
acts  in  concert  with  him,  declared  that  he  could  not  act  under  you 
as  leader.  Mr.  Merritt  also  o])posed  your  nomination.  Both  these 
.gentlemen  have  since  gone  over  to  the  McDonald-Brown  party.  My 
object  in  i>roi)osing  you  as  leader  was  that,  in  my  opinion,  you  wcvq 
the  only  man  likely  to  I)e  able  to  unite  the  Liberal  Conservatives  who 
were  pledged  to  secularization,  with  the  Reformers,  and  thus  effect  an 
arrangement  under  which  the  affairs  of  the  country  could  be  carried 
on.  I  need  not  assure  you,  that  at  the  time  1  had  no  idea  whatever 
that  Sir  Allan  MacXab,  wlio  had  been  sent  for  by  th^  Governor- 
General  as  we  all  knew,  would  be  wiUing  to  form  a  Government  on 
the  basis  of  carrying  tlie  secularization  of  the  Clergy  Reserves.  When 
I  found  that  Mr.  Morin  liad  entered  into  negotiations  with  Sir  Allan 
MacNab  for  the  formation  of  a  Government  on  the  basis  of  carrying 
out  the  measures  of  the  late  Government,  and  that  both  parties  were 
most  anxious  that  the  ex-Ministerial  jjarty  in  Upper  Canada  should  be 
parties  to  the  coalition,  1  was  as  much  surprised  as  you,  or  any  other 
individual  in  the  country  could  be.  I  shall,  however,  at  all  times 
maintain  that  the  course  taken  by  Sir  Allan  MacNab  was  excusable 
under  the  circumstances.  A  considerable  number,  probably  a  major- 
ity of  the  party  with  which  he  acted,  had  come  into  Parliament  pledged 
to  secularization,  and.  moreover,  the  public  opinion  of  the  country 
had  just  been  unerpii vocally  expressed  on  that  as  well  as  the  other 
questions  at  issue.  It  was  no  doubt  a  great  sacrifice  of  feeling  for 
Sir  Allan  MacNab  to  make,  but  in  the  state  of  parties  in  the 
House,  I  do  maintain  most  unhesitatiniily  that  no  Government 
could  be  formed  except  by  means  of  coalition  of  some  kind,  and  in 
point  of  fact  there  is  no  very  material  difference  between  the 
present  coalition,  and  any  which  could  have  been  formed  under 
your  leadership.  It  is  notorious  that  the  party  in  the  House  led  by 
Mr.  Dorion,  of  Montreal,  and  by  Mr.  J.  Sanfield  McDonald  and  Mr. 
Brown,  does  not  number  more  tlian  about  40  in  a  House  of  130,  and 
even  had  I  and  all  my  friends  coalesced  with  that  party,  on  the  basis 
of  surrendering  to  them  all  the  intluence  of  Government,  we  should 
still  have  been  in  a  minority.  I  have  conclusive  proof  that  the  adher- 
ents of  Sir  Allan  McNab  and  Mr.  Morin  formed  a  majority  of  the 
House,  without  a  single  vote  from  the  ex-Ministerial  i)arty  in  Upper 
Canada.     It  was,  however;  evident  that  to  secure  a  really  strong  and 
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efficient  Government,  a  more  extended  coalition  was  necessary,  and 
as   that   could  not   take  place  between  Mr.  Moriu  and   his  friends 
and    Mr.    Dorion    and     Mr.     McDonald,    there     was    no     other 
possible  mode  in  my  judgment  by  which  such  an  Administration 
could  be  formed  as  would  ensure  confidence  both  at  home  and  abroad 
in  the  stability  of  the  Government.     1  liave  troubled  you  with   these 
remarks  that  you  may  understand  fully  my  views  as  to  the  position  of 
parties  when  resignation  was  forced  on  me  by  a  section  of  the  Re- 
formers of  Upper  Canada.     My  principal  object,  however,   is  to  set 
myself  right  before  the  public  as  to  yourself.  When  Sir  Allan  McNab 
retjuested  an  interview  with  me  on  Saturday  last,  and  ex[)laiaed  to 
me  his  views  as  to  the  formation  of  a  Coalition  Govermnent  on  the 
basis  already  referred  to,  and  to  which  I  could  not  (object,  I  told  him 
frankly  that  unless  two  gentlemen  having  the  full  confidence  of  my- 
self and  my  friends  were  included  in  the  Administration,  as  a  guarantee 
to  our  party  throughout  the  country  that  the   great  measures  now 
pending    should    be   carried    out,  and      that  the    Coalition    was  a 
bond  fi(/c  ona  based  on  the  adoi)lion  of  common   principles,  I  did  not 
believe  that  the  new  Government  would  command  the  confidence  of 
the  country.     This  opinion  was  given  to  Sir  Allan  McNab  late  on 
Saturday,  and  he  made  an  appointment   to  see  me  again  the  next 
morning,  as  he  had  of  course  to  consult  his  friends.     So  far  our  com- 
munication had  been  strictly  confidential,   and  I  had  no  authority  to 
consult  my  friends.     The  next  morning  Sir  Allan  MacNab  informed 
me  that  he  was  prepared  to  form  a  Government  on  the  basis  proposed. 
And  he  then  authorized  me  to   see  my  friends,  and  made  another 
appointment  for  the  evening,  when  I  was   to  communicate  the  result. 
Almost  immediately  after  leaving  Sir  Allan  MacNab,   I  met  quite 
accidentally  my  friend,  Mr.  James  Smith,   M.P.P.   for  Victoria,  with 
his  brother,  the  meml)er  for  West  Northumberland,  and   after  a  few 
minutes'  conversation  I  asked  Mr.  J.  Smith  to.accompany  me  to  your 
lodgings,  feeling  that  in  your  position  I  ought  to  lose  no  time  in  con- 
sulting you.     I  was  with  you   within  half  an  hour  after  my  interview 
with  Sir  Allan  MacNab.     I  entered  fully  and  frankly  into  the  subject 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Smith,  and   I  find  that  we  both  understood 
you  in  the  same  way.     You  admitted  all  the  difticultiesof  our  position 
as  a  party,  you  condemned  the  course  of  those  who   had  forced  the 
resignation  on  the  Government,  you  said  that  you   could  not  blame 
Mr.  Morin  for  forming  the  coalition  with  Sir  Allan   MacNab  on   the 
proposed  basis,  but  you  further  declared  that  there  were  reasons 
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which  would  prevent  you  from  becoming  a  party  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment and  you  would  go  into  opposition,  but  you  added  that  if  any  of 
your  friends,  for  the  sake  of  the  measures,  felt  inclined  to  join  in  sup- 
porting the  coalition  Government,  you  had  no  objection  to  their  doing 
so.     Such  in  suljstance  was  your  communication,  and  you  expressed 
yourself  in  similar  terms  to  me  yesterday  in  the  presence  of  our  mutual 
friend,  Mr.  Niles.     I  subsequently  saw  other  friends,  and  the   result 
was  that  the  great  majority  of  the  Upper  Canada  members  of  the 
Liberal  party  who  had  adhered  to  the  ex-Ministers,  were  of  opinion 
that  we  would  not  be  justified  in  opposing  a  Government  formed  on 
the  basis  proposed.     It  is  to  be  observed  that  Mr.   Foley  and  Mr. 
Merritt  had  separated  from  our  party  on  your  being  appointed  leader, 
so  that  our    strength  was  diminished  though  it    is  still  about  the 
one  half    of  the  entire  Libe'-al  party  from    Upper  Canada.     It    is 
but  justice  to  Mr.  Spence,  to  state  tliat  he  became  convinced  that  the 
only  reliable  mode  of  obtaining  the  immediate  Secularization  of  the 
Clergy  Reserves  was  by  supporting  the  new  Government  before  he 
or  I  had  the  least  idea  that  office  would  be  offered  to  him.     He  has 
acted  at  all  events  conscientiously,  and  on  the  highest  public  con- 
siderations, and  if  it  should  turn  out  hereafter  that  he  has  committed 
an  error,  all  I  can  say  is  that  it  is  shared  by  many  as  sincere  and 
disinterested  Reformers  as  any  that  can  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Opposition.     While  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  after  conside 'ation  you 
have  determined  to  separate  yourself  from  me  and  from  tiiose  with 
whom  I  act,  I  confess  that  my  principal  anxiety  is  to  convince  the 
public,  now  grossly  deceived  by  calumnies  of  the  basest  kind,  indus- 
triously circulated,  that  I  have  in  all  these  difficult  negotiations  acted 
towards  you  in  perfect  good  faith,  and  with  frankness  and  sincerity. 
The  Opposition  leader  has  declared  in  the  House  that  I  have  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  country.     I  admit  the  truth  of  the  statement  so  far 
as  the  voles  of  Upper  Canada  are  concerned,  and  so  far  as  they  were 
brought  to  bear  on  the  composition  of  the  late  Administration ;  but  I 
emphatically  deny  that  the  member  for  Glengarry  has  so  large  an 
amount  of  the  confidence  either  of  the  Upper  Canada  section  of  the 
House  or  of  the  country  as  I  have.      It  must  however  be  plain,  that 
having  so  lost  confidence,  my  duty  was  to  resign ;  and  yet,  those  who 
compelled  me  to  do  so,  and  who  have  destroyed   the  unity  of  our 
party,  hold  me  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  their  own  factious 
conduct.     Having    resigned,    I  maintain   that  I    should  have   been 
degraded  as  a  public  man,  had  I  gone  into  opposition  to  my  colleagues 
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from  Lower  Canada  with  whom  I  had  acted  for  years,  to  whom  I  was 
lound  by  every  tie  of  political  confidence  and  personal  friendship, 
and  from  whom  I  was  compelled  to  separate  because  I  could  not  give 
them  the  support  necessary  to  carry  out  our  measures — I  should  have 
had  to  oppose  them  on  factious  grounds  alone,  and  because  having 
abandoned  them  I  would  not  allow  them  to  seek,  support  where  it 
alone  could  be  had,  to  carry  out  a  policy  of  which  I  entirely  approve 
— my  opinion  of  the  new  Administration  is  this  :  I  rely  with  implicit 
confidence  on  the  personal  honour  of  Sir  Allan  MacNab,  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald, and  Mr.  Cayley  to  carry  out  the  policy  to  which  they  have 
pledged  themselves,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  be  held  justified  by 
their  friends  for  having  made  a  great  sacritice  of  feeling  in  order  to 
ensure  for  the  country  what  is  much  wanted  at  such  a  crisis  as  this,  a 
stable  and  efficient  Government.  This  is  no  time  to  make  diflSculties. 
The  great  measures  must  be  carried — the  whisper  of  faction  must  be 
silenced.  As  to  my  other  colleagues,  I  feel  that  I  at  all  events  can 
promise  my  support  to  Government,  while  my  valued  friends  from 
Lower  Canada,  together  with  Messrs.  Ross  and  Spenoe,  are  members 
of  it.  The  latter  gentlemen  more  especially,  who  have  had  to  sacrifice 
their  feelings  also  in  joining  a  Coalition  Government,  deserve  a  gener- 
ous and  cordial  support.  I  have  deemed  it  a  duty  to  myself  to  trouble 
you  with  these  remarks,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
acknowledge  the  straightforwardness  of  my  conduct  to  you  as  well  as 
the  difficulties  of  my  position,  even  if  you  should  be  unable  to  agree 
with  me  as  to  my  course  of  action. 

Believe  me,  yours  truly, 

F.  HINCKS. 


Mr.   Wilson,  M.P.P.  to  the  Hon.  F.  Hincks. 

Quebec,  14th  September,  1854. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  have  just  received  yours  of  to  day,  telling  me 
that  numerous  "  rumours  affecting  your  personal  honour,  with  which 
my  name  is  mixed  up,  have  been  industriously  circulated,  in  which 
you  say  it  is  alleged,  that  after  having  on  Friday  last  called  a  meeting 
of  the  supporters  of  the  Ex-Ministry,  and  proposed  me  as  a  leader  of 
the  party  with  which  you  acted,  that  you  subsequently  consented  to 
support  a  coalition  with  Sir  Allan  MacNab's  party  under  the  airango- 
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ments  for  which  I  was  personally  sacrificed,  and  that  the  whole  nego- 
tiation was  carried  on  without  my  knowledge." 

As  regards  that  part  of  the  rumour  whicii  attributes  to  you  the 
sacrificing  of  myself,  you  need  give  yourself  no  uneasiness,  for  I  have 
not  felt  it.  The  leadership  in  question  was  thrown  upon  me  unex- 
pectedly, and  I  was  happy  in  being  relieved  from  it.  What  I  felt  and 
said  was  this,  that,  without  any  fault  of  mine  and  with  every  desire  to 
sustain  the  policy  of  the  1  ite  Ministry,  I  had  been  driven  into  Opposi- 
tion. 

And  as  regards  the  other  part  of  the  rumour,  I  beg  to  say,  that, 
from  all  that  has  occurred,  I  am  satisfied  that  you  were  taken  by  sur- 
prise at  the  ready  acquiescence  with  which  Sir  Allan  met  your  views, 
and  that  the  arrangements  were  made  without  any  preconcert  or  j)re- 
vious  understanding  whatever. 

The  facts  set  forth  in  your  letter  are  in  accordance  with  my  own 
recollection  of  them  during  our  interview,  and  I  cannot  but  acknow- 
ledge the  straightforward  frankness  and  sincerity  of  your  conduct 


throughout. 


I  remain. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  WILSON. 


lip;- 


Spadina,  22nd  Sept.,  I.S54. 

My  dear  Sir, — It  is  not  easy  for  persons  to  satisfy  themselves  fully 
as  to  what  they  would  themselves  have  done  under  a  given  combin- 
ation of  circumstances  in  which  they  have  not  been  placed,  and  cer- 
tainly in  no  department  of  human  affairs  is  this  more  true  than  in 
politics.  The  materials  with  which  one  has  to  deal  are  so  various,  the 
prejudices  to  encounter  often  so  violent  (and  not  unfrequently  unjust 
in  proportion  to  tlieir  violence,)  that  the  public  man  who  boldly  affirms 
in  a  spirit  of  condjmnation,  that,  hid  he  been  in  the  position  of 
another,  he  would  have  done  one  thing  and  not  have  done  another, 
must  be  either  deficient  in  experience,  or  in  judgment,  or  reckless  of 
assertion.  If,  therefore,  by  its  being  "  on  all  sides  said  that  I  would 
never  consent  to  a  coalition,"  it  is  meant,  in  that  way,  to  dr^'.w  a  con- 
trast between  us  to  your  prejudice,  all  that  I  can  say  is,  that  those 
who  undertake  thus  to  speak  for  me  undertake  to  do  so  far  more  posi- 
tively than  I  could  presume  to  do  myself     For,  however  disinclined 
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myself  to  .i>  nture  upon  such  combinations,  they  are  unquestionably, 
in  my  opinion,  under  certain  circumstances,  not  only  justifiable  but 
expedient,  and  even  necessary.  The  Government  of  the  country  must 
be  carried  on.  It  ought  to  be  carried  on  with  vigor.  If  that  can  be 
done  in  no  other  way  than  by  mutual  concessions  and  a  coalition  of 
parties,  they  become  necessary.  And  those  who,  under  such  circum- 
stances, assume  the  arduous  duty  of  becoming  parties  to  them,  so  far 
from  deserving  the  opprobrium  that  is  too  frequently  and  often  too 
successfully  heaped  upon  them,  have,  in  my  opinion,  the  strongest 
claims  upon  public  sympathy  and  support.  You  have  expressed 
yourself  most  anxious  for  my  opinion.  I  feel  therefore  that  I  should 
fail  in  doing  by  you  what,  under  similar  circumstances,  I  should 
expect  from  you,  were  I  to  omit  applying  the  foregoing  emarks  to 
the  particular  transaction  which  has  given  occasion  to  them  ;  with  res- 
pect to  which,  then  I  add  without  reserve,  that,  in  my  opinion,  you 
appear  to  have  acted  in  this  matter  with  judgment  and  discretion  in 
the  interest  at  once  of  your  p.  i.       d  vour  country. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed),  ROBERT  BALDWIN. 


[Hon.  Francis  Hincks,  M.P.P.] 

In  the  preceding  pages  I  have  placed  before  my  readers  a  faithful 
narrative   of  the   principal   occurrences    during   the   period   which 
terminated   with  my  resignation  of  office,  in   September,    1854.     I 
endeavoured  to  explain  the  influences  under  which  I  acted,  and  thus 
to  assist  others  to  judge  of  my  public  conduct.     Most  of  the  public 
measures  which  I  promoted,  though  opposed  at  the  time,  led  to  no 
withdrawal  of  confidence  from  me  on  the  part  of  those,  with  whom 
I  had  acted  from  the  commencement  of  my  public  life,  and  may  be 
very   briefly   referred  to.     Among   them   were    the    Municipal  and 
Assessment  Acts,  and  the  amendment  of  the  University  and  Com- 
mon School  Acts,  of  Upper  Canada  ;  the  increase  of  the  representa- 
tion,  and  extension  of  the  franchise  ;  the  adoption  of    a   decimal 
currency,  and  abolition  of  silver  as  a  legal  tender ;  the  public  aid  to 
the  principal  railroads  ;  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  primogeniture  ;  the 
advocacy    of  reciprocal  free-trade  in   natural  products ;    the  aboli- 
tion of  the  seigniorial  tenure  in  Lower  Canada  \  and  the  reform  of  the 
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Legislative  Council.  The  great  questions  of  the  period  were 
Responsible  or  Parliamentary  Government,  and  the  Secularization  of 
the  C  ergy  Kcserves.  I  may  have  treated  both  subjects  at  too  great 
length,  but  it  must  be  l)orne  in  mind,  that  during  the  Metcalfe  crisis 
it  was  strenuously  maintained  by  the  late  Dr.  Jilgerton  Ryerson  and 
other  jjrofesscd  advocates  of  that  system  of  Government,  that  J-ord 
Metcalfe  was  favourable  to  it,  and  had  atlministered  it  in  good  faith. 
I  feel  assured  that  it  would  be  a  hopeless  task,  in  the  present  day,  to 
attempt  to  convince  any  impartial  student  of  the  history  of  that 
period,  that  Lord  Metcalfe  and  the  Karl  of  Elgin  entertained  the  same 
views  on  that  vitally  important  sul)ject.  It  is  beyond  doubt  that 
the  great  majority  of  Lord  Metcalfe's  supporters  were  those,  who 
had  for  a  number  of  years  contended,  and  1  have  no  doubt  conscien- 
tiously, that  Parliamentary  Government  would  necessarily  lead  to 
separation. 

The  C'lergy  Reserves  question  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  disruption 
of  the  Reform  party,  and  in  justice  to  myself  I  have  treated  il  at 
length.  1  felt  that  great  injustice  was  done  me  by  the  author  of  tlie 
"  Lite  and  Speeches  of  the  Hon.  George  J3;own,"  and  I  have  placed 
my  defence  before  the  public.  The  reasons  for  making  that  cpies- 
tion  what  is  termed  an  open  one  during  the  Lafontaine  Administra- 
tion were  overpowering.  The  first  step,  as  Mr.  Brown  himself 
admitted  more  than  once,  was  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the  LnpL-rial 
Statute,  without  which  Canadian  legislation  was  impossible.  Mr. 
Lafontaine  and  his  friends  were  willing  to  join  in  procuring  the 
repeal,  although  unprepared  to  pledge  themselves  to  secularization. 
To  have  broken  up  the  Administration  and  forced  Mr.  Lafontaine 
into  an  alliance  with  the  Upper  Canada  Conservatives,  who  were  at 
the  time  opposed  to  secularization,  would  have  been  an  act  of 
unmitigated  folly.  1  have  placed  on  record  what  1  did  to  obtain 
the  rei)eal  of  the  hnperial  Act,  in  anticipation  of  which,  when  called 
on  to  advise  the  Governor-General  as  to  the  formation  of  an 
Administration  in  185;',  1  succeeded  in  having  secularization  made 
a  Cabinet  question,  thus  ensuring  its  adoption.  I  continue  to  think 
that  to  have  proposed  such  measures  as  the  secularization  of  the 
Clergy  Reserves  and  the  abolition  of  the  seigniorial  tenure  in  a 
House  of  Assembly  which  had  by  a  two-thirds  vote  declared  itself 
not  a  true  representation  of  the  people  would  have  been  contrary 
to  established  precedent ;  and  although  the  Conservatives  joined  Mr. 
Brown  and  his  adherents  in  censuring  the  Administration  for  not 
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PERSONAL     CHARGES. 

I\  the  speech  which  I  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  my  resigna- 
tion, I  referred  to  certain  charges  affecting  my  personal  integrity, 
which  had  been  freely  made  for  a  considerable  time,  chiefly  in  the 
G/ode  newspaper,  and  which  \\eTe  much  of  the  same  character  that 
have  been  from  time  to  time  freely  promulgated  against  men  in 
public  life,  for  party  purposes.  I  never  at  any  time  shrunk  from  a  full 
investigation  into  those  charges,  and  the  only  annoyance  that  I  ever 
experienced  from  them  was  that  they  were  calculated  to  damage  the 
friends,  with  whom  I  v/as  politically  associated.  I  shall  with  these 
few  preliminary  remarks  bring  before  my  readers  the  report  of  a 
select  Committee  of  the  Legislaiive  Council  of  Canada,  dated  25th 
April,  1855,  and  signed  by  Sir  Narcisse  Belleau,  afterwards  Premier 
and  Lieut.-Governor  of  Quebec. 

REPORT. 

Legislative  Council, 

Committee  Room,  25th  April,  1855. 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  on  the  21st  day  of  September  last  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  accusations  made  against  the  Meniljers  of  the  late 
Administration,  with  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records  and  to 
report,  as  soon  as  possible,  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  Report  : — 

Your  Committee,  immediately  after  their  appointment,  hastened  to  organize 
themselves,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  subjects  referred 
to  in  the  order  of  reference  of  your  Honourable  House.  In  their  anxious  desire 
to  do  justice,  enlighten  the  public,  and  satisfy  the  repeated  demands  of  the  press, 
your  Committee  not  being  in  possession  of  specific  charges  sufficiently  defined  had 
to  confine  themselves  to  heads  of  accusations,  stated  or  communicated,  under  some 
form  or  other,  but  sensible  of  the  grave  responsiljility  they  assumed  in  noticing  a 
portion  only  of  the  charges  preferred  against  some  of  the  Members  of  the  late 
A -.'ministration,  thought  they  could  not  do  better  than  to  seek  for  them  in  the 
columns  of  the  newspapers  published  in  this  Province.  From  that  source,  your 
Committee  have  discovered  many  uncertainties,  nay,  many  vague  insinuations. 

The  investigations  of  your  Committee  were  first  directed  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Domain  Farm  of  the  Seigniory  of  Lan^rin.  in  which  the  Honourables  Francis 
Hincks  and  James  Morris,  two  of  the  Merrifx-rs  of  tlie  late  Administration,  have 
participated  and  were  interested.  Th.ii  transaction  is  denominated  "  The  Point 
Levis  Job."     From  the  Evidence  adduced  bci'ore  your  Committee,  it  appears  that 
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for  a  number  of  years  the  Government  of  this  Province  had  been  in  possession  of 
the  land  or  domain  farm  of  the  seigniory  of  Lauzon.  That  farm  was  but  little 
productive  and  of  late  years  it  only  yielded  the  small  rent  of  ;^I5  per  annum  ; 
and  though  paying  such  a  low  price,  the  Lessee  allowed  it  to  go  to  ruin,  while 
depredations  were  being  made  on  the  said  property. 

In  the  meantime,  C.  Fremont,  Esq.,  Physician  of  Quebec,  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  Ciovernment,  expressing  his  wish  to  "acquire  the  said  property  if  it  were 
possible  to  agree  upon  a  reasonable  price.  His  application  was  the  first  cause  of 
a  report  from  F.  Fortier,  Esquire,  the  agent  for  the  estate,  to  the  Honourable 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  which  was  approved  by  him  and  submitted  to  the 
Executive  Council.  On  the  19th  of  January,  1853,  the  Executive  Council  ordered 
the  said  land  to  be  put  up  to  juiblic  competition  and  sold,  with  others  situated  in 
the  same  locality  and  elsewhere.  After  a  most  minute  investigation,  your 
Committee  have  satisfied  themselves  that  the  greatest  possible  publicity  was  given 
to  the  said  order,  and  that  all  the  information  that  could  be  wished  for  on  the 
subject  was  published  from  that  period  to  the  day  of  the  sale.  Not  the  slightest 
doubt  can  exist  but  the  public  have  had  every  opportunity  and  facility  of  knowing 
the  period  of  the  sale,  the  place  and  conditions  thereof,  and  generally  all  things 
relating  to  the  same.  Were  it  necessary  to  corroborate  that  opinion,  your 
Committee  might  merely  mention,  that  the  said  property  first  appraised  and 
valued  by  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  at  the  sum  of  £600  currency,  was 
adjudged  to  Mr.  Matthie,  for  the  sum  of  ;^i,825,  currency,  after  not  1-  jS  than 
lixty-nine  biddings  from  ditiferent  persons.  Mr.  Matthie  bought  it  as  well  for 
himself  as  for  the  Honourable  S.  Mills,  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  the 
Honourables  F.  Hincks  and  James  Morris,  late  of  the  Executive  Council,  as  the 
fact  has  been  ascertained  by  the  evidence  adduced  before  your  Committee.  In 
justice  to  the  parties  accused,  your  Committee  feel  bound  specially  to  mention 
that  these  gentlemen  could  have  purchased  the  farm,  and  that  it  was  offered  to 
them,  at  private  sale,  for  a  much  smaller  sum,  and  that  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  said  estate  had  offered  to  prepare  a  report  recommenijing  the  case  to  the 
Executive  Council,  but  that  the  said  offer  was  peremptorily  refused.  Therefore, 
considering  most  attentively  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  that 
transaction,  your  Committee  are  fully  satisfied  that  it  has  been  an  advantageous 
one  to  the  Public,  and  that  no  suspicion  of  having  been  engaged  in  speculations 
against  the  public  interests  can  be  entertained  against  these  gentlemen  with 
respect  to  the  said  purchase. 

A  grave  charge  brought  by  the  Press  against  the  purchasers  of  the  domain  farm, 
in  connection  with  that  sale,  has  engaged  the  attention  of  your  Committee, 
namely,  whether  one  of  the  bidders  for  the  farm  had  been  paid  ;^2oo  currency  for 
ceasing  to  bid,  at  the  time  of  the  sale.  Your  Committee  arc  persuaded  the 
accusation  is  false.  Edward  Quinn,  Esquire,  the  person  mentioned  as  having 
received  the  above  sum,  in  his  examination  before  your  Committee,  has  declared 
that  he  has  not  received  a  farthing,  nor  been  offered  anything  by  any  one,  for 
ceasing  U  ^'"\  on  the  domain  farm  in  question,  although  he  admits  having  received 
;{[2oo  fro  Mr.  Cochran,  an  Agent,  either  of  Mr.  Reekie's  or  of  the  Contractors 
of  the  Quebec  and  Richmond  Railway  for  ceasing  to  bid  on  the  grist  mill  situated 
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near  the  domain  farm,  which  mill  the  Government  had  sold,  immediately  previoui 
to  the  domain  farm,  to  tliu  parties  above  named. 

In  front  of  the  said  farm  and  adjoining  the  said  property  is  a  beach  lot,  suIif;!.- 
queiitly  aciiuired  by  the  purchasers  ''  the  donmin  farm.  Messrs.  Ilincks  and 
Morris,  as  Executive  Councillors,  have  been  blamed  on  account  of  the  said  purchase, 
at  private  sale. 

It  is  proved  by  the  evidence  that  since  many  years  the  (iovernment  have 
always  allowed  the  riparian  proprietor  a  rj^ht  of  preference  over  every  other 
person  not  bein^;  riparian  proprietor,  for  the  purchase  of  beacli  lots. 

1  he  rules  and  usages  which  have  long  since  prevailed  and  are  still  acknow- 
ledf^ed  and  followed,  require  that  a  valuation  of  a  beach  lot  be  made  by  competent 
and  trustwoithy  persons.  The  valuation  is  next  submitted  with  a  ]dan  to  the 
Executive  Council,  to  be  adopted  or  rejected,  according  to  circumstances.  Tiie 
said  rules  and  usages  have  been  folluweil  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  the 
beach  lot  in  question,  and  the  same  precautions  have  been  taken  as  in  all  other 
sales. 

The  second  accusation  which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  your  Committee 
relates  to  the  ;^5o,ooo  of  shares  in  the  stock  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Com- 
pany in  the  name  of  the  Honourable  F.  Ilincks,  in  the  books  of  the  said  Comjiany. 

A  relation  of  the  facts,  such  as  they  have  been  proved  before  your  Committee 
with  regard  to  that  accusation,  will  be  found  sufficient  to  explain  satisfactorily  the 
reasons  why  that  sum  was  ent(  i'  •  n  the  name  of  the  Honorable  F.  Ilincks,  in 
the  books  of  that  Company,  and  will  shew  what  share  he  has  had  in  the  business 
and  wliat  degree  of  responsiliility  rests  upon  him.  In  fact,  the  whole  was  done 
Without  the  knowledge  of  the  Honourable  F.  Ilincks. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  towards  the  end  of  April,  1853,  the 
shares  or  stock  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  were  at  a  jireniium 
in  the  British  market.  The  said  premium  fluctuated  from  one  to  two  pounds 
sterling  per  share.  At  that  time  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  said  Company, 
in  London,  were  engaged  in  the  allotment  of  the  shares  or  distribution  of 
the  stock  of  the  Company.  Some  influential  and  highly  respectable  Canadian 
gentlemen  who  happened  to  be  in  London  at  the  time,  in  noticing  a  rise  in  the 
stock  of  the  said  Company,  considered  that  a  large  amount  of  the  same  ought  to 
be  set  aside  for  subsequent  allotment  and  distribution  in  Canada  for  the  benefit  of 
parties  desirous  of  investing  their  money  in  that  undertaking.  One  of  them. 
Captain  Rhodes,  M.P.P.,  wrote  a  letter  to  shew  the  propriety  of  setting  apart, 
shares  of  the  said  Company,  for  this  Province,  J.  B.  Forsyth,  Esquire,  Merchant, 
of  Quebec,  also  remonstrated,  and  exerted  himself  in  that  behalf. 

In  consequence  of  their  remonstrances,  antl  two  days  after  Captain  Rhodes  h.ad 
sent  his  letter,  namely,  on  the  sth  of  April,  1853,  1008  shares  weie  allotted  to  and 
subscribed  in  the  name  of  the  Honourable  F.  Ilincks,  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company,  and  a  similar  amount,  in  the  name  of  Alexander 
Mackenzie  Ross,  Esquire,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Company. 

This  transaction  took  place  without  the  cognizance  of  either  Mr.  Hincks  or  Mr. 
Ross,  and  without  any  communication  with  them  on  the  subject.  At  the  period 
when  the  said  shares  were  subscribed  in  the  name  of  Honourable  F.  Hincks,  that 
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geiitli  iiKin  was  in  t'anada,  and  fnim  llie  time  the  apphcation  was  made,  until  the 
nllotnicnt  was  rei^istered  in  the  name  of  tiic  Ilonouialile  !•'.  Ilineks,  on  the  25th 
April,  1S53,  not  nuni'  iii;ni  iwo,  ui-  at  farthest  six,  days  elapsed. 

These  >haies  Were  tlistintlly  an^!  posit. vely  rei.;istered  in  llie  names  of  Mr-svs. 
Himks  and  Ross,  in  tru-^i,  fiii-  ;dh)tment  in  Canada,  to  parties  who  mij^iit  he 
desiioiis  to  take  an  interest  in  the  (Company.  No  henefit  or  advantage  wiialever 
wa^  |(i  he,  or  lias  been,  d  rived  by  the  Honourable  F.  Ilincks  from  the  said  aliot- 
nunt.  '1'  e  distribution  did  not  take  place  in  this  Province,  for  the  reason  liiat 
a'ti'i  the  25th  April,  iSi;-^,  the  shares  in  the  ("iran<l  Trunk  Railway  ('otn|>any  had 
fallen  to  a  discoiiiH,  and  that  the  stock  has  nut  improved  since.  The  facts  adduced 
in  evidence  eleaily  establish  that  Mr  Ilincks  has  no  intere4  whatever  in  the  slock 
in  (jucstion. 

Another  coiuphunt  or  accusation  brou;,dit  ai,'iiin^t  the  I  lonoiirahle  F.  IlincKslias 
alsi)  occupied  the  attention  of  )our  Coniinlttee  ;  it  is  to  the  effect  that  having 
obtained,  as  a  Mini  .ter,  secret  informatit)n  of  the  amal^jamation  of  the  St.  I,.aw- 
fence  and  Atlantic  Railway  C'omiiany  with  the  Grand  'i'ruiik,  and  of  the  ri^e  in 
the  said  stock,  the  Honourable  F.  Hincks  had  taken  advantai;e  of  that  information 
to  purchase,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  vendors,  shares  in  the  said  St.  Lawrence  .md 
Atlantic  Railway. 

The  e,\])lanations  given  in  evidence  before  your  Committee  shew  that  on  the 
281I1  or  29th  of  April,  1S53.  L.  H.  Holton,  F.si[uire.  now  M  I'.l'.,  received  from  A. 
T.  CaU,  Ksciuire,  as  dul  the  President  or  Secretary  of  the  St.  Lawrence  .md 
Atlantic  Radway  Comp;  nv  residinj^r  at  Poitl.md,  the  I'resident  or  Secetary  ..rtli? 
same  company  residiufj  in  Montreal,  the  President  of  the  'I'oronlo  and  Guclph 
Raihvay  residing  in  Toronto,  Mr.  (l/owski,  in  Toronto,  L.  H.  Holton,  Fs(|uire, 
^L1'  P.,  and  the  Honourable  F.  Hincks,  a  telegraphic  despatch  in  the  following 
Words  :  "London,  i6th  .\pril,  18^3,  .Xmalgamation  completed,  prospectus  pub- 
lished, complete  success,  shares  at  large  p'vmium,  A.  T.  Gait." 

Immediately  aft^r  the  receipt  of  the  above  telegram,  the  Honourable  F.  Hincks 
cominunicated  it  to  the  said  George  Brown,  Esquire,  M.P.P.  It  does  not  a]i]H-ar 
to  your  Committee  that  the  Honourable  F.  Hincks  was  in  jiossession  of  a  secret, 
or  that  he  took  advantage  of  that  circumstance  to  purchase,  at  a  depreciated  value, 
stock  in  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic  Railway  Company.  Your  Committee  will 
merely  remark,  that  when  the  said  purchases  were  elTected  by  the  Honourable  F. 
Hincks,  after  the  receipt  of  the  telegram  above  alluded  to,  they  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  made  ut  a  depreciated  value,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  |>roved 
that  he  had  purchased  at  par,  and  even  as  high  as  ten  per  cent,  premium.  It  is 
likewise  shewn  by  the  evidence  that  these  purchases  were  made  several  uuvks  after 
the  receipt  of  the  telegram,  when  all  the  parties  from  whom  he  had  purchased 
were  fully  aware  of  the  amalgamation.  But  whether  the  Honourable  F".  Ilincks 
purchased  at  a  discount,  at  par,  or  at  a  premium,  is  a  matter  of  little  moment, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  if,  at  the  time  of  these  transactions,  the  parties 
interested  were  as  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  their  stock,  and  had  the  same  infor- 
mation to  guide  them,  as  Mr.  Hincks  himself  possessed. 

Your  Committee  examined  evidence  as  to  the  value  of  these  shares  before  and 
at  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the  telegram,  as  well  as  during  the  six  or  ten  weeks 
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following,  and  ascertained  that  on  the  I2th  December,  1S52,  St.  Lawrence  and 
Atlantic  shares  were  at  furty  per  cent,  discount.  Afterwards,  in  view  of  an 
amalgamation,  they  rose  gradually  until,  in  April,  1S53,  they  were  at  ten  per 
Cent,  discount. 

On  30th  April,  1853,  they  rose  to  7^  per  cent.  dis. 

On  2nd  May,  "  "       to  2j4        "  "_ 

On  3rd  May,  1S53,  they  rose  to  p.",r. 

From  loth  to  21st  May,  1853,  '.liey  rose  from  3  to  5  per  cent.  prem. 

On  2Stli  May,  "  "  to   I2^'/<  '•  " 

On  1st  June,  "  "  to  22  "  *« 

And  subsequently  they  averaged  15.  "  " 

Tlie  conduct  of  the  Honourable  F.  Hincks  is  likewise  found  fault  with  for  his 
opposition  in  Parliament  to  the  Bill  for  the  incorporation  of  a  Couijiany  for 
constructing  a  canal  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  He  is  accused  of  having  had  an  interest 
in  the  Company  formed  for  the  construction  of  a  canal  on  the  American  side,  and 
of  having,  owing  to  that  corrupt  motive,  opposed  the  Act  of  Incor[>oration  prayed 
for. 

Two  witnesses  have  given  evidence  before  your  Committee  on  the  subject, 
George  ]}rown,  Esqi.,  e,  M.l'.P.,  an<l  Angus  Macdonell,  Lscj.,  of  Tortinto.  Mr, 
Brown  states  that  the  Honourable  F.  Ilincks,  in  his  capacity  of  Prime  Minister, 
opposed,  on  two  dififerent  occasions,  the  ajiplication  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation 
by  the  Canadian  Company  ;  that  his  conduct  had  caused  much  astonishment ;  and 
that,  by  means  of  his  Ministerial  influence,  he  had  iirevenled  the  constructiuu  of 
th.Ti  ca  lal  on  the  Canadian  side.  Your  Committee  perceive  that,  according  10  Mr. 
Brown's  quotations  in  his  evidence,  the  Honourable  F.  Hincks  could  see  no 
immediate  and  actual  advantage  in  tie  construction  of  that  work,  which  bethought 
would  prove  useless  from  the  fact  thu  Ainerican  capitalists  had  taken  the  lead  in 
a  similar  undertaking,  on  their  side  oftiie  Sault,  so  that  the  construction  of  anotlier 
canal  on  tlie  Canadian  side  appears  to  have  been  con^ideretl  by  Mr.  Ilincks  as  an 
expenditure  of  public  money  that  would  bring  .lo  return. 

Vour  Committee  examined  the  evidence  of  Mi.  Angus  .Macdonell,  and  found 
that  he  neither  alleged  nor  proved  any  particular  fa^-'t  hut  solely  based  his  opinions, 
as  to  the  Ilonble.  Mr.  Hincks'  interested  motives  ,\nd  corrupt  coniluct,  on  the 
parlimentary  votes  of  that  gentleman,  and  on  his  op)v)s  tion  to  the  incorporation 
of  a  Canadian  Company  for  the  construction  of  that  Canal  on  '.he  Canada  side- 

From  the  way  these  two  witnesses  expressed  their  opinion  your  Committee 
were  induced  to  inquire  more  particularly  into  the  subject,  Aii  Honourable  Mem- 
ber of  your  Committee  having  suggested  the  two  names  of  two  of  the  principal 
partners  in  the  .'\merican  Company  to  which  Mr.  Ilincks  was  said  to  have  extend- 
ed his  protection,  and  in  which  he  was  supposed  to  have  an  interest,  your  Com- 
mittee comnuinicnti'd  with  these  genilen.en,  and  obtained  from  tliem  evi  lence  of 
tlie  most  positive  character.  One  of  them.  F-rastus  L'orning,  I'lsiiuire,  the  actual 
President  of  tlie  Company  for  the  construction  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Canal,  and 
who  has  held  that  office  since  the  formation  of  that  Company,  informs  your  Com- 
mittee that  no  ])erson  in  Canada  has  at  any  time  been  concerned  in  the  said  con- 
tract or  in   any  benefit  to    be  derive  I    therefrom   from  the  said  Com[)any,  either 


sill  FRANCIS  IIIXCK.^,  K.C.M.C^,.,  C.B. 


349 


i)riiicipal 


directly  or  indirectly,  and  that  no  person  in  Canada,  now  or  at  any  other  time,  has 
ever  hatl  any  interest  in  any  share  of  the  Company,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 
And  all  charges  or  accusations  such  as  tiios'.'  referred  to  ai^ainst  any  Member  of  the 
late  Administration  of  Canada,  was  declared  liy  that  ^'entleman  to  he  wholly  and 
entirely  without  foundation. 

This  conclusive  evidence  is  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  Kra>tus  Fairbanks, 
Esquire,  one  of  the  Directors  of  tlie  said  Company,  who  dfclares  thu  he  has 
occasionally  examined  the  list  of  stockhnMi-rs,  but  has  never  discovered  the  name 
of  any  citi/.en  of  Canada.  Vour  Committee  also  bey;  leave  t<i  cite  the  folUnx  ing 
paragraph  from  the  evidence  of  W .  ]..  MacKen/ie.  I'sciuire,  M.P.  P.  on  the  sub- 
ject— lie  says  :  "  At  the  tiiird  reading  of  a  Hill  to  give  some  speculating  persons 
the  control  of  tlie  Canadian  side  of  the  river  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  in  i8i;i,  I  opposed 
.strongly  the  parting  with  the  line  of  a  canal  to  private  persons;  Mr.  Hincks  then 
stopped  the  Bill,  and  I  verily  Ixlieve  that  reports  about  Members  of  the  Kxeeutive 
being  improperly  connected  with  any  measure  near  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  are  un- 
founded." 

Another  accusation  brought  against  the  Ibmourable  F.  Hincks  and  J.  Morris, 
and  to  which  your  Committee  have  extended  their  inquiries,  relates  to  tlie  sup[)Osed 
interest  posse-^sed  by  these  gentlemen,  as  co-proprietors,  in  certam  building  lots 
situated  in  the  cily  of  Hamilton,  and  the  value  whereof  was  to  be  enhanced  by 
causing,  through  their  influence,  the  New  Post  Olhce  to  be  built  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  said  lots. 

G.  Brown,  Escjuire.  M.P.P.  ,has  stated  in  his  evidence  that  he  had  been  informed 
that  the  Honourables  Messrs.  Hincks  and  .Morris  h.ad  purchased,  in  partnershi[)  with 
the  Honorable  .S.  Mills,  building  lots  in  the  city  of  Hamilton  ;  that  the  Honourable 
S.  Mils  had  got  up  petitions  to  the  I'"-xeeutive  praying  or  suggesting  that  a  New 
Po>t  Office  might  be  erected  in  the  very  locality  where  the  lots  in  question  were 
situated,  and  that  the  failure  of  that  prospect  was  owing  to  the  fact  becoming  known 
in  Hamilton  that  tlie  said  property  had  been  purchased  by  the  Honourables  Messrs. 
Hincks,  Morris  and  Mills.     .Mr    Hrown  gives  the  naii.es  of  his  informants. 

Your  Committee  deem  it  their  duty  at  once  to  inform  your  Honourable  House 
that  the  site  where  th*  New  Post  Ollice  is  now  being  erected  in  the  city  of  Hamil- 
ton adjoins  the  Old  Post  (Xfice  in  James  Street,  and  was  selected  by  the  late  Post 
Master  General,  tiie  Honouralile  James  Morris,  after  a  personal  examination,  out 
of  three  or  four  lots  or  sites  pointed  out  liy  the  cili/ens  of  Hamilton  for  the  site  of 
the  New  Post  Ofl'ice  ;  and  that  nf  .ill  the  hits  proposed  it  is  iine  of  the  most  dis- 
tant from  those  purchased  by  .Messrs.  Hincks,  Mills  and  Morris.  Neither  does  it 
appear  from  the  evidence  to  have  ever  been  contemplated  to  ]ilace  the  New  Post 
Office  of  Hamilton  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Messrs.  Mills,  Hincksand  Morris'  lots, 
nor  that  any  request  or  suggestion  has  ever  been  made  to  the  Executive  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Brown  having  communicated  to  your  Committee  the  names  of  the  parties 
who  ha<l  given  iiiin  the  infirmation  containeil  in  the  above  charge,  and,  amongst 
others,  those  of  Messrs.  W.  F.  .Meudell,  of  Toronto,  and  Robert  Smiley,  of 
Hamilton,  the  latter  gentleman  being  absent  in  England,  your  Committee  com- 
municated with  Mr.  Meudell,  whose  answers  do  not  corroborate  tile  information 
conveyed  to  your  Committee  by  Mr.  Brown. 
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Tlie  followin'j;  accusation  is.  iiulee  1,  of  a  very  grave  chnracter,  and  is  linnii^ht 
ajj.iinst  thr.'  IlDnourahle  Mr.  Ilinck's  alone,  n;inR-ly,  that  lie  propusjil.  as  a  Miiii-icr 
of  the  Crown,  and  used  liis  iiifhifnce  to  obtain  ^nants  of  money  for  iniprovt'iiui  ts 
on  the  River  Ot'awa.  with  a  view  of  incrt-asint;  tlie  vaUie  of  his  propeity  in  lii.U 
locality.     The  facts  connected  with  it  are  few  in  number. 

On  the  8tli  Jane.  1S53,  it  was  propo'^e'l  in  the  L-j^idative  A.-.sembly  to  a])p:  o- 
priate  the  sum  of  ^^50,001  to  the  iniprovenKiit  of  the  naviijation  of  tlie  KivL-r 
Ottawa,  between  lakfs  C'liau(here  and  Chats.  On  the  I4tli  of  the  same  niomh  the 
appropriation  was  allowed  by  the  Royal  Assent  Ininy;  j^iven  on  that  d:i\  |o  I'le 
Lill.  The  151I1  day  of  Ai:gust  loUowing  tlie  Honorable  F.  Ilincks  aequiri-d  fiim 
George  Beswick,  P^squire,  of  Quebec,  merchant,  sevcal  lots  of  hind,  slide-;, 
houses,  &'c.,  on  the  river  Boi'ie-Cheif,  one  of  the  trihuta'ies  of  the  Ottawa  in  the 
County  of  Renfrew.  Tlie  d  stance  of  the  said  lots  from  the  locality  where  the 
im]irovements  are  to  take  jdace  on  the  River  Ottawa  is  20  miles. 

The  investigntion  made  by  jour  Committee  shews  conclu'-ively  that  the  ])iop''ity 
in  question  was  purchased  two  months  after  the  grant  was  made  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Ottawa,  and  that  no  negotiation  for  the  purchase  had  taken  place  pre- 
vious to  or  at  the  period  of  the  grant. 

The  transaction  of  the  Toronto  debentures  is  known  in  its  most  minute  details, 
so  are  the  accusations  issuing  from  the  same.  The  inquiries  of  your  Con.mittie 
re>t  on  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Court  of  Chancery,  as  well  as  on  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  tliis  Committee. 

One  is  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Ilincks  usp<l  his  jiarliamentary  influence  to  obtnin 
the  passage  of  the  Act  to  ciinsolidate  the  debt  of  the  City  of  Toronto  in  virtue  of 
which  the  debentures  in  question  were  issued 

Your  Committee  cannot  refrain  from  noticing  with  what  despatch,  quiekiiess 
and  celerity,  '"  the  parliamentary  jiraetice,  measures  like  the  one  made  a  subject 
of  reproach  to  the  Ilonouiable  F.  Ilincks,  are  passed,  concurred  in,  and  carried 
through,  on  the  eve  of  the  day  ii.\ed  for  the  Royal  Assent. 

In  this  case,  however,  no  influence  ap])ears  to  have  been  used  by  Mr.  Hincks,  as 
the  Bill  in  tjuesiion  was  conducted  through  all  its  stages  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly  bv  Mr.  IJoulton,  one  of  the  Members  for  Toronto,  without  opposition,  as 
was  the  case  during  the  same  Session  with  several  Hills  of  a  similar  character. 

Another  accusation  has  been  referred  against  the  Honourable  Y.  Hincks  with  res- 
pect to  that  transaction,  namely,  that  he  had  entered  into  partnership  witli  Mr. 
Bowes  for  the  purchase  of  bonds  of  the  City  of  Toronto  ;  that  they  had  been  pur- 
cha.sed  at  a  discount  from  certain  railway  contractors,  and  that  Mr.  Hincks  had 
used  his  influence  a<  a  .^iihi^ter  of  this  Province,  to  procure  the  funds  re(juiied  for 
the  purchase  of  these  bonds. 

The  Honourable  F.  1  Hncks' partnership  with  Mr.  iiowes  is  jiioved,  and  it  is  also 
admilte  I  that  as  such  partners  thev  have  purchased  from  third  jiarties  bonds  of  the 
city  of  loionto  at  a  discount,  but  jour  Cominittee  have  ncit  been  able  to  find  in 
the  evidence  any  ground  for  the  accusation  tliat  the  I  lonourable  F.  Hincks  had  made 
use  of  his  influence  as  a  Minister  to  procure  the  m  )ney  requisite  for  the  purchase 
of  these  bonds. 
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In  conclusion,  your  Committee  do  not  enter  into  certain  questions  which  have 
been  suggested,  uhether  it  is  beneficial  to  the  due  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
this  country,  for  its  Ministers  to  purchase  ])ul)lic  lands  sold  at  public  competition, 
and  municipal  debentures,  nlso  offered  in  o]ien  market  or  ()ther\\ise  ; — whether 
the  [jublic  interests  require  an  expression  of  the  opini(jns  of  the  tv.o  .louses  of 
Parliament  in  that  respect  ;—anel,  1;  stly,  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  the  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  to  such  a  figure  as 
would  relieve  them  from  the  necessity  of  engaging  in  private  dealings  to  enable 
them  to  support  tlieir  families,  and  maintain  the  dignity  of  their  position,  without 
resorting  to  any  kind  of  business  transactions  while  in  the  service  of  the  ("rown  ; 
but  the  Older  of  reference  of  your  Honourable  House  contains  no  such  delegation 
of  powers  to  your  Committee,  who  have  received  no  instructions  to  intjujrc  into 
and  report  upon  ■  these  subjects.  Your  Committee  therefore  leave  it  with  your 
Honourable  House  to  take  tlie  lead  in  the  examination  and  investigation  of  these 
questions,   if  they  deem  proi)er  so  to  do. 

The  whole  nevertheless  humbly  submitted. 

N.  F.  BELLEAU, 

Chairman. 
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I  sliall  offer  a  few  brief  comments  of  my  own  on  the  Report  and 
the  charges  in  the  order  in  whicli  they  were  taken  up  by  the  Com- 
mittee. The  first  charge  is  that  relating  to  ihe  purchase  of  the 
Demesne  farm  of  the  Seigniory  of  Lauzon,  by  a  small  syndicate, 
consisting  of  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  Mills,  of  Hamilton,  Hon. 
James  Morris,  of  Brockville,  his  business  jjartner  Mr.  Matthie, 
and  myself.  The  circumstances  under  which  this  property,  wliich 
was  almost  wholly  unproductive,  was  ordered  to  be  sold  are  stati;d  in 
the  report.  My  connection  with  the  matter  I  shall  relate.  Wholly 
absorbed  at  the  time,  with  questions  of  public  interest,  I  never  had 
time  even  to  think  of  my  private  affairs.  It  was  during  the  Session 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mills,  of  Hamilton,  who  had  the  reputation  of 
having  evinced  great  sagacity  in  i)urchases  of  real  estate,  noticed 
the  advertisement  of  the  sale  of  the  Lauzon  Seigniory  by  auction, 
and.  believing  that  when  the  Grand  Trunk  railway  should  be  com- 
pleted, property  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  would  increase  very 
much  in  value,  he  suggested  to  Mr.  Morris  and  myself,  with  both  of 
whom  he  was  on  terms  of  friendship,  that  we  should  join  him  in  the 
purchase.  Having  great  confidence  in  Mr.  Mills'  judgment,  we 
agreed  to  his  proposal,  Mr.  Morris  adding  Mr.  Matthie  to  the 
syndicate,  and  to  him  was  confided  the  task  of  attending  the  sale. 
The  appraised  value  of  the  property  was  ^600  currency,  and  it  had 
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been  rented  for  ^^15  a  year.  It  appears  that  there  were  others,  who 
were  as  sanguine  as  Mr.  Mills  as  to  the  pros])ective  value  of  the 
property,  as  it  is  stated  in  the  report  that  there  were  sixty-nine 
biddings  by  different  j)ersons.  I  distinctly  recollect  that  a  maximum 
price  was  agreed  upon,  and  that  it  was  much  exceeded,  the  lot  having 
brought  more  than  three  times  its  appraised  value.  Although  cur- 
rently stated  at  the  time  that  it  was  likely  to  be  a  Grand  Trunk 
terminus  there  was  never  such  an  absurd  idea  entertained,  and  the 
value  of  the  right  of  way  was  quite  inconsiderable.  In  point  of 
fact  there  was  a  loss  on  the  transaction  to  the  purchasers. 

The  second  charge  was  that  I  had  been  bribed  with  ;^5o,ooo  of 
stock  in  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Co.  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
contractors.  The  report  contains  a  faithful  narrative  of  what  took 
place.  When  the  stock  was  allotted  in  London,  I  was  in  Canada, 
and  I  believe  it  was  more  than  a  year  afterwards  before  I  even 
heard  of  any  stock  having  been  jilaced  in  my  name.  The  report 
correctly  states  the  cause  of  the  allotment,  which  was  to  meet  the 
urgent  demands  of  certain  Canadian  gentlemen,  then  in  London, 
who  claimed  that  a  portion  ol  the  shares  should  be  allotted  in 
Canada.  In  compliance  with  their  wish  two  lots  of  ;^5o,ooo  each 
were  specially  registered  in  the  names  of  Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie 
Ross  and  myself,  in  trust  for  allotment  in  Canada.  Before  any 
action  could  be  taken  the  stock  fell  below  par,  and  wa;^-,  therefore, 
unavailable  for  the  intended  allotment.  For  my  own  jxirt,  I  learned 
all  the  facts  stated  in  the  report  long  afterwards,  having  never 
received  any  notification  of  the  allotment,  doubtless  because  the 
stock  fell  be!  )w  par  in  a  very  shoit  time. 

The  third  charge  was  that  I  had  received  secret  information  of  the 
successful  issue  of  the  stock  of  the  Grand  Trunk  in  London,  and 
that  I  hadusjditfor  the  purpose  of  s])eculation.  I  received  one 
of  many  telegrams,  sent  by  Mr.  Gait,  from  London,  while  the  House 
was  in  Session,  which  I  at  once  showed  to  Mr.  Brown,  and  to  the 
members  generally.  I  shall  place  before  my  readers  a  correspond- 
ence which  I  had  early  in  1854,  when  these  charges  were  current, 
W'h  .1)3  I  ic  G.  B.  Symcs,  Escp,  of  Quebec,  a  gentleman  of  the 
li'';ii  -iiit  stanuin-'. 


QuRBKc,  Feb.  2,  1854. 

My  Df,\R  Sir,  —I  perceive  by  the  Upper  Canada  papers  that  renewed  attempts 
are  being  made  to  fasten  upon  me  a  charge  of  having  at  the  time  of  the  amalga. 
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tnation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic  Company  into  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
Company  jiurciiased  much  below  its  real  value  a  large  amount  of  the  stock  of 
the  former  Company,  and  that  in  order  to  do  this  I  availed  myself  of  tiie  informa- 
tion obtained  either  as  a  member  of  the  Ciovernnient  or  as  a  Director  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  Company.  It  happens  that  the  largest  purchase  of  stock  made 
at  that  time  in  which  I  had  any  interest  was  that  bought  from  you  by  our  mutual 
friend,  George  Desbarats,  Esq.,  in  which  I  had, as  you  afterwariis  learnt,  a  joint 
interest.  In  one  other  instance  I  was  half  concerned  in  a  purciiase  of  a  much 
smaller  amount  made  by  a  third  party,  but  with  those  exceptions  the  only  stock 
in  which  either  I  or  any  of  my  friends  for  whom  I  have  invested,  have  any  interest 
was  purchased  through  a  broker  when  olTered  for  sale  by  the  owners. 

N.  itlier  in  my  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  Government  nor  as  a  (jrand  Trunk 
Director  li.ad  I  any  information  whatever  as  to  the  terms  of  amalgamation,  nor 
did  I  receive  any  such  information  from  any  parties  in  England,  in  fact,  as  you 
had  only  just  returned  from  England,  and  as  you  had  been  in  London  when  the 
amalgamation  was  agreed  to,  you  were  more  likely  to  know  the  position  of 
matters  than  I  was,  especially  as  I  was  incessantly  occupied  with  my  I'arliamen- 
tary  duties  at  that  time.  I  was  advised  to  purchase  the  stock  in  question  by  one 
or  more  jiersonal  friends  in  Montreal,  not  connected  with  the  .St.  Lawrence  and 
Atlantic  Company  to  my  knowledge,  and  1  did  it  for  investment  for  myself  and 
others,  and  have  never  offered  to  sell  a  single  share,  on  the  contrary,  1  very  recently 
addctl  to  my  investment  on  behalf  of  friends.  Would  you  be  good  enough  to 
state  whether  the  transaction  with  Mr.  Desbarats  was  a  fair  business  transaction, 
and,  further,  whether  you  did  not  get  about  as  much  for  your  stock  as  you  could 
have  obtained  at  any  period  subsequently. 

lielieve  me,  my  dear  sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 

F.  IIINCKS. 
G.  B.  Symes,  Esq. 
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QuEniiC,  4th  February,  1854. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receii)t  of  your  kttcr  of  yesterday's 
date  ;  the  matter  alluded  to  therein,  my  sale  of  one  hundred  shares  of  .St.  Law- 
rence and  Atlantic  Railway  stock  to  our  friend  Mr.  George  Desbarats,  was  quite  a 
legitimate  and  fair  business  transaction. 

Previous  to  leaving  England,  which  I  did  on  the  7th  May  last,  I  was  well 
aware  that  an  amalgamation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic  Railway  with  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  was  contemplated.  No  doul)t  in  consequence  I  then 
received  offer  for  the  stock,  but  as  I  was  an  original  shareholder,  and  had  held  the 
stock  during  the  whole  period  of  its  very  depreciated  value,  when  it  commenced 
to  adv.ance  I  decided  upon  keeping  it  till  I  could  realize  the  amount  I  paid  for  it 
and  the  interest  of  the  sum  laid  out  should  have  yielded  during  the  period  of  the 
investment,  and  these  offers  not  being  adequate  to  the  value  I  had  placed  on  it   I 
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dccliiit'd.     On   niv  r(  tuin  licie  I  also  received  several  offers  whicli,  for  tlie  same 

reison,  I  refii>ed  to  aecept,  t  11  Mi'.   Deshxrats  agreed  to   take  the  shares  on  my 

terms,      I  he!i.'ve  i  co'.ild  shortly  after  have   obtaiiieil  soinethitij   more  for  them, 
but  now  fuel  (|uitc  saiinfied  with  the  sale  I  made. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir, 

Yours  faithf.illy, 

GEOUGK  15.  SVMES. 
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Tiie  fo'.irih  c'ur.'^e  w.is  my  opnosition'toa  private  Bill,  to  enable  Mr. 
Angas  McI)  mnell  an  1  others  to  coii.striict  a  canal  at  the  Sault  .St. 
M.iie.  to  coined  Likes  Huron  and  .Superior.  Although  I  gave  my 
reasons  for  <ip])osiiig  the  iiiil  in  question,  reasons  which  appear  to 
me  to-day  as  strong  as  when  they  were  given  between  thirty  and  forty 
years  ago,  yet  Mr.  JJrown  and  Mr.  McDonnell  attempted  to  create 
an  impression  that  I  had  some  interest  in  the  canal  on  the  United 
Siaies  side  ol"  the  boundary.  The  most  satisfactory  evidence  was 
given  by  the  promoters  of  that  work  that  neither  I  nor  any  other 
Canadian  had  any  interest  in  it  whatever.  ]3ut  I  own  it  has  alw;iys 
been  incomprehensibie  to  me  how  Mr.  lirown  could  have  deemetl  it 
expedient  for  the  Province  of  Canada,  which  had  constructed  at  such 
an  enormous  cost  a  line  of  canals  extendinir  from  the  St.  Lawrence 
at  Montreal  to  l,ake  Huron,  to  i)ermit  a  private  company  to  control 
the  whole  system,  by  becoming  the  ])roi)rielors  of  the  link  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Sujierior.  I  held  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  if  it  is 
expedient  to  construct  a  canal  on  the  British  side,  which  is  very 
doubtful,  it  should  be  constructed  by  the  Covernment  alone.  On 
the  same  jirinciple,  1  always  opposed  the  late  Hon.  John  Young's 
project  for  construc'ing  a  canal  bjtween  the  St.  Liwrence  and  Lake 
Champlain.  I  heid,  first,  that  it  was  impolitic  to  construct  such  a 
work,  unless  the  citizens  of  New  \  ork  were  prepared  to  construct  a 
ship  canal  between  Lake  Cliamplain  and  the  Hudson,  and  to  give 
Canadians  acce.-.s  to  it,  so  as  to  secure  sliii)  navigation  to  New  York  ; 
and,  secondly.  I  held,  thai,  if  it  became  expedient  to  construct  such  a 
canal  at  all,  ii  sii )  ild  bj,  like  the  oth,'rs,  pii!)',ic  and  not  private 
property.  .Mr.  Youiig  succeeded  in  getting  his  charter,  but  the  canal 
has  not  yet  been  constructed.  I  was  astonished  at  the  zeal  which 
Mr.  Brown  exhibited  in  the  prosecution  of  this  charge.  Mr.  Angus 
McDonnell,  wlio  Hmcied  thit  he  could  have  made  money  out  of  the 
chirtcr,  was  naturally  sore  at  his  defeat. 
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The  fifth  charge  was  more  particularly  directed  against  my 
colkague,  the  Hon.  James  Morris,  the  Postmaster  (Jeneral,  and  Mas 
in  substance  that  he  and  I  had  been  concerned  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mills  in  the  purchase  of  some  town  lots  in  Hamilton  which  we  iiojied 
to  make  valuable  by  procuring  the  erection  oi' a  new  pvjst  office  in 
their  vicinity.  A  more  absurd  charge  was  never  trumj)ed  up,  and 
Mr.  iirown's  own  witnesses  gave  evidence  against  its  truth.  Mr. 
Mills  had  offered  to  Mr.  Morris  and  myself  each  a  .^hare  in  ll;e 
purchase  of  some  thirteen  lots,  in  a  part  of  the  city  (juite  remoie 
from  any  probable  site  of  a  jjost  office  as  well  as  from  the  site 
actually  selected  for  tliat  building.  I  acted  in  the  matter  entirely  on 
the  judgment  and  advice  of  Mr.  Mills,  ar.d  after  holding  my  lots 
for  some  twelve  years,  and  paying  taxes  on  them,  I  exchanged  them, 
on  Mr.  Mills'  own  proposition,  for  his  share  of  the  I'oint  Levi  pio- 
perty. 

'i'lic  sixth  charge  was  that  I  had  procured  the  exjienditure  of 
money  on  the  Ottawa  river  to  enhance  the  value  of  my  pr  ;perty  in 
the  County  of  Renfrew.  As  is  stated  in  the  rejx^rt  the  property  ia 
question  is  twenty  miles  distant  from  the  improvements,  and  was 
purchased  about  two  months  after  the  vote  was  taken  for  that 
improvement,  on  the  recommendation,  doubtless,  of  the  Department 
of  rublic  Works.  I  certainly  never  interfered  in  such  matters.  I 
had  been  induced  by  my  friend,  Mr.  P^gan,  to  make  a  trip  to  Pem- 
broke, on  the  Ottawa,  with  a  party  of  friends,  including  one  or  two 
English  travellers,  and  on  our  return  I  was  told  that  there  was  a 
projjcrty  belonging  to  a  Quebec  firm  which  had  been  taken  over  for 
a  bad  debt,  and  that  it  was  to  be  sold  chea]).  I  became  the 
purchaser  of  the  property,  which  was  to  be  sold  largely  on  credit. 
It  was  on  the  Bonnechere,  not  the  Ottawa  river,  and  its  value  most 
certainly  could  not  have  been  increased  by  the  expenditure  on  the 
Ottawa  near  the  Chaudiere. 

The  seventh  charge  treated  of  by  the  Committee  is  the  once 
celebrated  Toronto  debenture  case,  which  obtained  notoriety  owing 
to  proceedings  having  been  taken  against  Mr.  Howes  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  the  result  of  which  was  that  Mr.  Bowes  was  compelled 
to  treat  the  City  as  my  partner  in  a  purchase  of  city  debentures 
from  a  firm  of  contractors  for  the  construction  of  the  Northern 
Railway.  I  am  bound  to  believe  now,  after  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  confirmed  on  Appe."'    that  the  mayor  of  a  city 
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from  private  jjarties.  I  am,  however,  sure  that  neither  Mr.  Bowes 
nor  myself  had  the  most  remote  idea  of  the  state  of  the  law,  and  the 
judgment  was  not  unanimous,  Chief  Justice  Sir  John  B.  Robinson 
and  Judge  McLean  having  dissented  from  it.  At  the  time  when  the 
transaction  took  place  the  current  value  of  City  of  Toronto  deben- 
tures having  twenty  years  to  run  was  So  jjer  cent.  Money  was 
worth  7  percent.,  and  it  was  the  custom,  as  the  debentures  carried 
6  per  cent.,  to  take  off  one  per  cent,  for  every  year  they  had  to  run. 
The  City  of  Toronto  had  taken  stock  to  the  amount  of  ^^50,000  in 
the  Northern  Railway,  payable  in  their  own  bonds,  with  interest  at 
6  per  cent.  The  Railway  Comi)any  had  agreed  to  pay  those  bonds 
to  the  contractors,  who  were  jjcrfectly  aware  of  theirmarket  value. 
When  the  City  agreed  to  issue  those  bonds  they  were  obliged  by 
law  to  provide  a  sinking  fund  sufficient  to  redeem  them  in  ten  years, 
and  it  was  therefore  illegal  to  issue  them  with  a  smaller  sinking 
fund.  Hence  the  necessity  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  was, 
moreover,  required  to  enable  the  City  to  borrow  another  ^50,000 
for  different  purposes.  The  contractors  were  very  anxious  to  dis- 
pose of  their  bonds,  in  anticipation  of  the  legislation,  to  which  there 
was  no  probability  of  opposition.  They  had  made  several  unsuc- 
cissful  attempts  to  dispose  of  them,  the  highest  offer  having  been  75. 
I  am  fully  convinced  that  Mr.  Bowes  first  entered  into  communi- 
cation with  the  contractors  from  a  desire  to  assist  them  in  obtaining 
the  means  of  prosecuting  an  enterprise  in  which  he  had  taken  a 
great  interest.  My  acquaintance  with  him  at  the  time  was  but  slight, 
but  he  knew  that  I  had  been  recently  in  England,  and  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  how  Canadian  securities  were  estimated. 
During  a  visit  that  he  paid  to  Quebec  he  called  on  me,  and  brought 
the  case  of  the  contractors  under  my  notice.  He  told  me  that  they 
had  been  vainly  trying  to  sell  the  bonds  at  80,  but  that  the  amount 
was  too  large  for  the  local  market,  and  he  consulted  me  as  to  the 
probability  of  being  able  to  dispose  of  them  in  England.  After  some 
discussion  of  the  subject,  x\Ir.  Bowes  proposed  to  me  to  join  him  in 
the  purchase,  and  he  at  the  same  time  said  that  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  he  could  obtain  a  temporary  loan  from  a  Toronto  bank, 
on  the  security  of  the  bonds,  pending  their  negotiation  in  England. 
To  this  I  objected,  on  the  ground  that  I  was  sure  the  money  could 
be  obtained  on  better  terms  in  Engbnd  than  in  Canada,  and  we 
finally  parted,  on  the  understanding  that  whenever  Mr.  Bowes  should 
have   completed  his   negotiations  with   the  contractors,  I  would  at 
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once  communicate  with  parties  in  England  who  I  had  reason  to 
believe  were  ready  to  purchase  such  securities.  If  Mr.  Bowes  had 
proposed  to  me  to  join  him  in  making  a  purchase  of  bonds  from  the 
City  of  Toronto  at  the  price  of  80  I  should  certainly  have  declined 
being  a  party  to  such  an  operation;  but  1  am  as  unable  to-day,  as  I 
was  at  the  time  to  see  any  objection  to  a  purchase  in  the  open 
market  of  debentures  issued  under  the  circumstances  stated. 
As  regards  the  Bill  and  its  passage,  the  report  of  the  Legislative 
Council  relieves  me  from  the  flilse  assertion  made  by  several 
Canadian  writers  of  history,  wiio  almost  uniformly  declared  that  I 
procured  the  passage  of  a  Bill  for  my  own  benefit.  Now  the  Bill 
was  not  in  my  charge  at  all,  l)ut  in  that  of  one  of  my  strongest  political 
opponents,  the  late  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Boulton,  then  member  for  Toronto. 
The  Bill  was  unopposed,  for  the  simple  reason  that  its  object  was 
merely  to  extend  the  period  of  the  redemption  of  the  debentures  and 
to  grant  more  extended  powers  to  the  corporation  to  enable  them  to 
borrow  money  in  future  on  more  advantageous  terms.  I  may 
mention  that  the  County  of  Simcoe  applied  for  a  Bill  of  a  similar 
character,  having  taken  the  very  same  amount  of  stock  in  the  same 
Railway,  and  paid  for  it  in  bonds,  as  did  the  City  of  Toronto.  I  ani 
unaware  of  the  names  of  the  purchasers  of  those  bonds,  but  no  one 
to  my  knowledge  ever  took  exception  to  the  County  of  Simcoe 
Act,  nor  would  they  have  done  so  to  the  other,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  villifying  a  political  opponent.  The  report  comments  on 
the  rapidity  with  which  Bills  are  sometimes  hurried  through  both 
Houses,  as  was  the  case  in  regard  to  Mr.  Boulton's  Bill.  The  flxct  is 
that  the  contractors  were  very  urgent  to  be  put  in  a  position  to  get 
their  money,  and  had  got  the  City  Council  to  stimulate  their  mem])er 
who  had  it  in  charge.  When,  therefore,  Mr.  Boulton  heard  that  the 
Governor  was  likely  to  give  his  assent  before  the  close  of  the  Session 
to  Bills,  which  had  already  passed,  he  exerted  himself  to  get  his  Bill, 
to  which  there  was  no  opposition  whatever,  included  with  others. 
No  one  acquainted  with  parliamentary  proceedings  can  have  failed 
to  witness  numerous  instances  of  unopposed  Bills  being  hurried 
through  the  several  stages.  A  great  point  was  made  of  my  having 
induced  the  eminent  bankers,  Messrs.  Glyn,  Mills  &  Co.,  to  authorize 
the  Hank  of  Upper  Canada  to  advance  money  on  the  bonds.  The 
firm  in  question  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  purchase  of 
the  bonds  which  was  made  by  clients  of  Messrs.  Mastermin  (S:  Co., 
also  London  bankers. 
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What  Messrs.  Glyn  &  Co.  did  was  to  make  a  short  temporary 
advance  on  the  debentures,  which  they  handed  over  to  Masternian  & 
Co.,  on  i)ayment  of  the  jjrice  agreed  on  with  the  purciiasers.  ^Vhen 
the  attacks  were  made  on  me  the  following  letter  was  spontaneously 
addressed  to  me  by  Messrs.  Glyn,  Mills  &  Co. : 

London,  Jan.  6,  1854. 

Dear  Sir, — Our  attention  having  been  calleil  to  statements  whieh  have 
appeared  in  some  of  the  public  papers  in  Canada,  lefeninL;  to  certain  transactions 
between  j'ourself  and  our  firm,  we  think  it  rif^ht  ex])lieitly  to  declare,  thoujjh  it 
really  scarcely  requires  any  remark  from  us,  tiiat,  so  far  from  this  i.an^action 
having  had  any  reference  to  or  cc^nnection  with  tlie  agency  or  funds  of  tlie 
Caujiilinn  Ciovernmeiit  or  your  position  in  it,  the  loan  was  made  by  us  on'undouhted 
security  ;it  the  full  market  rate  of  int;'re-.t,  and  repaid  in  a  very  slioit  period,  and 
that  we  *5voukl  be  ready  again,  either  with  you  or  witli  any  other  client  of  ours,  to 
enter  upo^  a.  similar  transaction,  so  perfectly  straiyiitforward  and  regular  were 
they  in  all  thtir  bearings. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  dear  sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 
CiLVN,  MILLS  iSr"  CO. 

Hon.  F.  Hincks. 

While  preparing  these  reminiscences  for  the  press,  I  was  favoured 
by  a  friend  with  a  copy  of  a  book  recently  published  at  Toronto, 
•entitled  "  Reminiscences  of  a  Canadian  Pioneer,  by  Samuel  Thomp- 
son," and  which,  had  it  not  been  specially  brouglu  to  my  notice,  I 
should  in  all  probability  have  never  seen.  The  author  seems  to  have 
been  an  ardent  supporter  of  political  views  antagonistic  to  my  own, 
and  has  made  some  personal  charges,  not  only  against  me,  l)ut,  what 
has  pained  me  much  more,  against  a  deceased  statesman  who  stood 
very  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  Sovereign  and  of  British  states- 
men of  all  parties,  and  I  had  ventured  to  hope  in  that  of  all  who 
recollect  his  brief  service  as  Governor-General  of  Canada.  I  shall 
endeavour  to  state  as  briefly  as  possible  the  substance  of  the  several 
charges  vvhich  seem  to  me  to  call  for  refutation.  'J'hc  ])aragraph 
containing  the  most  important  charge  commences  with  the  following 
very  extraordinary  statement :  "  The  Ministry  then  in  i)ower 
"  (1853)  was  that  known  as  the  Hincks-Tach6  Government.  Francis 
"  Hincks  had  parted  with  his  old  radical  allies  and  become  more 
**  Conservative  than  many  of  the  Tories  whom  he  used  to  denoimce." 
At  the  period  named  the  Administration  generally  designated  as  the 
Hincks-Morin  was  strongly    opposed  by   the   entire   Conservative 
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party,  and  its  U]ipcr  Canada  memhers  besides  myself  were  the  late 
iionourahles  James  Morris,  W.  H.  Richards,  who  dining  the  year 
accei)ted  a  seat  on  the  bench,  being  succeeded  by  Hon.  John  Ross, 
John  Roli)h  and  iMalcohn  Cameron.  I  had  not  parted  with  any 
"  radical  allies,"  and  those  ac([uainted  with  the  history  of  the  period 
will  perceive  that  the  author  has  had  some  very  confused  idea  of  the 
Coalition  (lovernmenl  formed  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1S54. 

I  proceed  to  the  main  charge,  which  is  as  follows  : — "  When  Lord 
"  Elgin  went  to  ICngland  it  was  whispered  that  I  lis  Lordship  had 
"  paid  off  ;^So,ooo  sterling  of  mortgages  on  his  Scottish  estates  out 
"  f)f  the  jiroceeds  of  speculations  which  he  had  shared  with  his  clever 
"  Minister.  Tiie  St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic  purchase,  the  ;^3o.ooo 
":Grand  Trunk  stock  placed  to  Mr.  Hincks'  credit,  as  he  asserted 
"  without  his  consent,  and  the  Bowes'  transaction  gave  colour  to  the 
"many  stories  circulated  to  his  ])rejudice.  And  when  he  went  to 
"  England  and  received  the  Governorship  of  IJarbadoes  many  people 
"  believed  that  it  was  the  price  of  his  private  services  to  the  Earl  of 
"  Elgin." 

It  is  now  over  twenty-one  years  since  the  illustrious  nobleman 
referred  to  in  the  above  paragraj)!)  died,  holding  one  of  the  highest 
and  most  responsible  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown,  that  of  Gover- 
nor General  of  India,  and  it  is  only  now  that ///t'  7a/i/s/>crs  of  those 
whom  he  offended  by  his  adherence  to  constitutional  principles,  now 
universally  acknowledged  in  Canada,  are  brought  to  public  notice.  I 
know  well  that  the  exposure  of  their  author  is  sufficient,  and  I  think 
It  probable  that  I  shall  be  censured  for  condescending  to  notice  such 
a  book,  but  I  feel  that  it  is  unwise  to  allow  it  to  l)e  said  hereafter 
that  in  writing  my  reminiscences  1  did  not  venture  to  contradict  art 
author,  who  declared  in  his  preface  "  I  have  been  careful  to  verify 
"every  statement  of  which  I  was  not  personally  cognizant."  I  (kxiu 
it  therefore  proper,  however  unnecessary,  to  declare  most  solemnly 
that  I  never  exchanged  a  word  with  the  Earl  of  Elgin  on  the  subject 
of  his  private  aff;iirs,  of  which  I  was  and  am  in  total  ignorance.  riie 
whole  story  is  a  gross  fabrication,  and  I  may  add  that  when  I  w.is 
offered  the  Government  of  IJarbadoes  the  J''irl  of  Elgin  was  not  in 
England,  and  was  first  informed  of  tlij  offer  in  a  ktter  from  myseil'.  I 
have  already  noticed  the  various  personal  charges  against  m\ -If, 
but  I  may  add  here  that  no  one  pretended  to  believe  that  the  /,"  >,- 
000  of  Grand  Trunk  stock  had  ever  been  received  by  me,  aiiu  r- 
lainly  no  one  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  Grand  Trunk  (  o,, 


\ 


3G0 


lUOIINISCKNCKS   IN   Till';    LIFK   OK 


and  who  reads  the  letter  of  Mr.  G.  B.  Symes,  will  believe  that  any 
profit  was  made  by  Mr.  Dcsbarats  and  myself  out  of  our  purchase  of 
St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic  shares.  I  must  aild  a  (cw  words  about  the 
Toronto  debenture  cliarge.  It  is  stated  on  page  2S3,  witli  retercnce 
to  Mr.  Howes  being  commissioned  to  get  a  Hill  passed  to  legalize  the 
debentures  :  "  On  his  return  it  was  found  that  new  clauses  had  been 
"  introduced  into  the  Bill,  and  particularly  one  recpiiring  the  deben- 
"  tures  to  be  made  payable  in  England,  to  which  Alderman  Joshua 
"  G.  Beard  and  myself  took  objection,  as  unnecessarily  tying  the 
"  hands  of  the  Council.  Mr.  Bowes  said  :  Mr.  Hincks  would  have  it 
"  so.  Had  the  Committee  supposed  that  in  insisting  upon  those 
"clauses  Mr.  Hincks  was  using  his  official  powers  for  his  own  private 
"  profit  they  would  never  have  con>>ented  to  the  change  in  the  Bill  but 
"  would  have  insisted  upon  the  right  of  the  Council  to  make  their  own 
*' debentures  payable  wheresoever  the  city's  interests  would  be  best 
"  subserved."  When  I  read  the  foregoing  statement  I  confess  that  I 
was  amazed,  and  I  lost  no  time  in  referring  to  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
where  1  found,  as  I  fully  expected,  that  the  clause  authorizing  the  issue 
proceeds  as  follows  : — "  The  principal  sum  se  ured  by  the  said  de- 
"  bentures  and  the  interest  accruing  thereon  shall  be  made  jjayablc 
"either  in  this  Province,  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere  as  the  said 
"  Common  Council  may  deem  expedient  or  necessary."  Far  from 
"  tying  the  hands  of  the  Council,"  it  would  be  impossible  to  frame  the 
Bill  so  as  to  give  them  greater  latitude.  I  need  not  dwell  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  I  have  elsewhere  treated  at  length.  I  may  brietly  notice  one 
other  instance  of  Mr.  Thompson's  inaccuracy.  When  giving  an 
account  of  the  Earl  of  Elgin's  visit  to  Toronto,  in  1849,  '^•'"^  claiming 
credit  for  having  "  the  readiest  pen  in  the  Council,"  and  being  con- 
sequently "  in  the  habit  of  helping  members  on  both  sides  to  draft 
their  ideas  in  the  form  of  resolutions,"  he  states  that  "  the  Mayor 
requested  him  to  prepare  an  address  embodying  the  general  feelings 
of  the  members.  "  This  he  accordingly  did,  without  committing 
them  to  an  approval  of  the  conduct  of  the  Hincks-Tache  Govern- 
ment in  carrying  through  Parliament  'the  Rebellion  Losses  Bill." 
The  Ministry  meant,  is  of  course,  the  Hincks-Morin,  but  the  period 
treated  of  by  the  author  was  1849,  and  that  Administration  was  only 
formed  late  in  185 1.  Moreover,  in  another  page,  the  writer,  referring 
to  the  same  Bill,  correctly  states,  "  as  originally  introduced  by  the 
Lafontaine-Baldwin  Ministry."  I  will  notice  one  other  passage, 
merely  as  an  illustration  of  the  author's  inaccuracy.    He  states  "  From 
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"the  arrival  of  Sir  Charles  Hagot  in  January,  1H42,  up  to  the  dcpar- 
"  turc  of  Lord  Metcalfe  in  November,  1.S44  (i;v|5)  was  a  period 
"chiefly  remarkable  for  the  strugt;les  of  political  leaders  for  power 
"  7oit/iout  atiy  very  essentia/  dijference  of  principle  between  them''' 
:|:  *  It  was  not  until  the  Karl  of  KIgin  arrived,  in  January,  1847, 
"  that  anything  like  violent  party  spirit  began  again  to  agitate  the 
"  Provinces." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  those  acquainted  with  Cana- 
dian history  that  the  period  of  Lord  Metcalfe's  Government 
was  one  of  violent  political  agitation,  during  whicii  there  was  a  change 
of  Ministry,  and,  after  several  months  of  suspense  and  unavailing  efforts 
to  form  any  Ministry,  a  dissolution  of  Parliament.  After  the  arrival 
of  the  Larl  of  Elgin  "  violent  ])arty  s|)irit  is  said  to  have  l)egun  to 
agitate  the  Provinces."  Now  Lord  Elgin  assumed  the  Covernment 
early  in  1847,  and  it  was  more  than  a  year  before  any  change  took 
place  and  then  it  was  the  result  of  a  general  ele<  .  i  >w.  The  temporary 
agitation  only  commenced  in  1849,  '^•""^  ^^''^^''  of  very  brief  duration. 
It  has  been  already  sufficiently  noticed. 

The  Canadian  historians  have  attached  great  importance  to  an 
unfortunate  occurrence  which  took  place  in  the  city  of  Montreal  in 
the  year  1853,  which  I  need  hardly  state  I  deeply  deplored,  although 
wholly  irresjjonsible  for  it.  I  refer  to  what  is  known  as  the  Gavazzi 
riot.  I  shall  content  himself  with  quoting  here  the  following  passage 
from  a  lecture  which  I  delivered  in  Montreal  in  the  year  1878,  on 
the  political  history  of  Canada.  The  charge  i)referred  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Withrow  and  others  was  that  the  Administration  did  not  make  "  a 
rigorous  investigation  "  into  the  conduct  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
regiments,  although  it  took  stejjs  to  call  the  attention  of  the  military 
commandant  to  the  Act,  which  resulted  in  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  and 
the  immediate  removal  from  the  country  of  the  regiment  which  had 
shown  a  want  of  discipline. 


THE   GAVAZZI    RIOT. 


On  the  preceding  page  of  the  same  history  there  is  a  statement  which,  when 
first  read  in  Withrow,  was  wholly  new  to  me.  Referring  to  the  memorable 
Gavazzi  riot  in  Montreal  in  1853  it  is  asserted  by  Withrow  that  "  this  tragical 
occurrence  caused  intense  excitement  throughout  the  country,  as  the  Government 
failed  to  make  any  very  rigorous  investigation  into  the  atTair,  the  Protestant 
population  strongly  denounced  the  Hincks  Administration,  and  transferred  their 
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allegiance  to  Mr.  Brown,  who  was  regarded  as  the  most  eminent  champion  of 
Protestants  in  the  Assembly."  To  what  extent  the  unfortunate  calamity  in 
question  may  have  influenceil  public  opinion  it  is  of  course  impossible  for  me  to 
say,  but  I  can  well  believe  that  it  was  taken  advantage  of  by  tiiose  who  claimed 
'  o  be  the  especial  champions  of  Protestantism.  It  is,  however,  most  unjust  to 
make  the  Administration  of  the  day  the  scape-goat  for  the  follies  of  those  who 
brought  Gavazzi  to  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  of  those  who  molested  him  after 
he  had  come.  The  riot  tr  ^k  place  in  Montreal,  the  Government  was  in  Quebec. 
The  repiment  on  duty,  and  which  fired  without  orders,  had  only  been  a  few  days 
in  Canada.  A  Court  of  Enejuiry  was  immeiliately  orilered,  and  the  regiment  was 
soon  after  transferred  to  Bermuda.  The  Administration  of  the  day  were  no  n  ore 
responsil)le  than  Mr.  Withrow  himself  for  the  contretemps,  and,  if  it  produced  the 
effect  which  he  alleges  it  did,  it  afibrds  a  curious  instance  of  the  misleading 
influence  of  religious  prejudice.  As  I  have  noticed  the  passage  in  Withrow 
relating  to  the  Gavazzi  riot,  I  must  e,\press  my  dissent  from  another  statement 
which  reflects  on  a  gentleman,  then  Mayor  of  Montreal,  who  was  present  for  the 
express  purpose  of  protecting  the  congregation  of  Zion  Church  from  a  threatened 
attack.  The  gentleman  referred  to,  the  late  Senator  Wilson,  positively  denied  at 
the  time  that  he  ever  gave  any  order  to  fire,  and,  though  the  charge  was  freely 
made  at  the  time,  there  was  never  the  slightest  ground  for  it  in  the  opinion  of 
impartial  and  intelligent  men,  and  for  the  following  reason  :  It  was  alleged  that 
the  Mayor  or  some  one  else  cried  out  '•  Fire  !  "  Now  the  military  word  of 
command  is  ''  Ready,  present,''  and  not  "Fire,"  and  it  never  was  pretended  that 
any  officer  gave  such  a  command  or  that  he  ever  received  any  request  from  the 
Mayor  to  give  it.  The  firing  was,  I  am  persuaded,  quite  accidental,  one  man 
having  discharged  his  piece  from  misapprehension,  and  others  having  followed  his 
example  until  the  officers  threw  themselves  in  front,  and  struck  up  the  firelocks. 
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CHAPTKR  XVIf. 

IMPKRIAI,    SF.RVICE — WIXDWARI)    ISLANDS. 

Lv  the  early  part  of  1S55  I  paid  a  visit  to  England,  and  after  my 
arrival  spent  some  weeks  in  London.  When  treating  the  subject  of 
Canadian  railways,  I  inserted  a  letter  written  at  that  lime  in  reply 
to  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Nova  Scotia  Legislature  by  the  late 
Hoii.  Joseph  Howe,  and  reprinted  by  him  in  London  in  1S55.  I 
had  several  opportunities  of  meeting  the  new  .Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  the  late  Sir  William  Molesworth,  a  gentleman  who 
for  a  great  number  of  years,  had  been  one  of  the  most  prominent 
advocates  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  a  liberal  colonial  policy. 
I  refer  to  this  circumstance  as  a  few  months  later,  when  I 
was  travelling  in  Ireland,  on  arriving  at  an  hotel,  at  the  Lakes  of 
Killarney,  to  which  I  had  directed  my  letters  to  be  addressed,  I  found 
to  my  ama/ement  one  from  Sir  Wm.  Molesworth,  which,  having 
already  been  i)rinted,  I  shall  insert  here. 


Colonial  Office, 

i7lh  Aug.,  '55. 

My  Dfar  IIincks, — The  office  ofGovenior-in-cliii'f  (if  I),irha<loesan(l  tlie  Wmd- 
wartl  Islands  will  be  imniedintely  vacant.  If  it  would  suit  you  to  accept  it,  it 
woulil  j^ive  nie  very  great  jileasure  to  submit  to  the  <  ^'  'en  the  name  of  a  stati'>man 
so  di--tint^uished  in  Colonial  Administration  as  yourself.  Lord  Palmerston  joins  me 
in  the  wish  that  you  may  be  able  to  undertake  this  office. 

Believe  me, 

Youi-s  very  truly, 

William  Molesworth. 
P.S. — The  salary  is  _^4,ooo  a  year. 
To  F.  IIincks,   Esq. 

Wholly  ignorant,  as  I  was,  of  the  circumstances  which  had  caused 
a  vacancy,  and  even  of  the  name  of  the  (lovernor,  I  wrote  at  once 
to  the  effect  that  I  would  ])roceed  without  delay  to  London,  and  at 
the  same  time  asked  for  information.  I  was  at  once  referred  to  the 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  West  India  department,  Mr.,  (iK  v  Sir  Henry,) 
Taylor,  \vith  whrm  I  formed  an  acquaintance  that  for  many  years 
was  most  valuable  to  me,  and  who  still  survives.  Finding  that  Sir 
William  Colebrooke's  term  of  office  had  expired  about  two  years 
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previously,  and  that  there  was  no  s])ecial  question  pending,  I  grate- 
fully accepted  the  offer  which  had  been  made  me,  and  prejjared  for 
my  return  to  Canada.  I  had  mentioned  in  strict  confidence  the 
offer  which  had  been  made  to  me,  and  I  recollect  that  one  morning 
one  of  my  friends  called  at  my  hotel  at  an  early  hour  to  urge  me  to 
permit  him  to  have  the  appointment  noticed  in  one  of  the  daily 
papers.  I  positively  refused  my  consent,  not  being  aware  whether 
Her  Majesty's  sanction  had  yet  been  given,  or  even  applied  for,  and 
while  we  were  discussing  the  point,  my  friend,  who  had  taken  up  the 
Times  newspaper,  made  an  exclamation  that  the  appointment  had 
been  announced  in  that  paper.  The  following  is  the  paragraph,  and 
in  copying  it  I  may  without  impropriety  offer  a  remark  or  two.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  article  was  inspired  by  Sir  William  Moles- 
worth,  and  that  it  "expressed  his  own  opinions.  In  less  than  six 
months,  Sir  William  had  been  removed  by  death,  and  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rt.-Hon.  Henry  Labouchere,  afterwards  Lord  Taunton. 


'''11 


li! 


W  f 


ira 


THE  NEW  GOVERNOR  OF  BARBADOEf. 

(^fioin  the  London    Times.') 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  the  Queen,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Sir  William  Molesworth,  has  appointed  Mr.  Ilincks,  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Canadian  Legislature,  to  tlie  Ciovernorship  of  Barbadoes.  Tliis 
appointment  is  not  so  simple  a  matter  as  it  would  appear  to  be  at  first  sight.  It 
is  the  inauguration  of  a  totally  different  system  of  policy  from  that  which  has 
been  hitherto  pursued  with  rjgard  to  our  colonies.  We  only  trust  that  it  may  be 
carried  out  to  its  legitimate  extent,  and  that  the  more  distinguished  among  our 
fellow-subjects  in  the  colonies  may  feel  that  the  path  of  Imperial  ambition  is 
henceforth  open  to  them.  They  are  not  Canadians,  nor  Austral. ans,  n-ir  mere 
denizens  in  Jamaica,  or  at  the  Cape,  but  Englishmen  .above  all,  and  before  all — 
Englishmen  who  have  the  same  legitimate  right  to  hold  the  highest  oft'ices  in 
Churcl:  or  State,  at  home  or  abroad,  as  any  jierson  born  within  the  four  seas.  It 
is  iW  feeling  of  Englishmen  at  home  that  this  ought  henceforward  to  be  the 
rule  of  policy.  The  wonderful  facilities  of  communication  which  now  exist 
between  the  various  quarters  of  the  glolie  will  tend  indefinitely  to  ease  its  opera- 
tion. Nor  let  it  be  sai  1  for  a  moment  that  a  young  colonist,  or  a  middle-aged 
colonist,  or  an  old  colonist  has  any  greater  difficulties  to  contend  with  than  we 
have  ourselves.  If  a  subject  of  the  British  Crown,  born  in  the  Mother  Country, 
determines  to  enter  upon  a  political  career,  and  is  at  the  same  time  unconnected 
with  any  of  the  great  families  or  politi  rd  cliques,  his  battle,  till  he  has  made  a 
position  for  himself,  is  just  as  severe  as  that  of  any  colonist  could  be.  In  point 
of  fact  the  balance  of  chances  is  rather  against  him  ;  for,  if  a  Britisli  subject, 
born  in  an  important  colony,  such  as  Canada  or  Australia,  he  has  the  power  of 
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obtaining  early  distinction  in  tlie  Local  Legislatures,  which  is  denied  to  his 
competitor  born  in  the  Motiier  Country.  We  trust  that  this  appointment  of  Mr. 
Hincks  to  a  Colonial  Governorship  will  show  that  at  home  we  are  really  in 
earnest  in  the  matter,  and  ask  no  better  than  to  call  into  the  service  of  the 
country  talent — home-grown  or  colonial — in  tact,  talent  wherever  it  may  Ije 
found. 

About  the  same  time  I  received  the  following  letter  from  Sir  AVil- 
liam  Molesworth : 

Colonial  Okfice, 

6th  Sept.,  1855. 

My  Dear  Hincks, — I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  Queen  "entirely 
approving  of  your  being  appointed  to  the  office  of  Governor  of  Harbadoes." 

I  understand  that  in  order  to  complete  all  the  formalities  connected  with  your 
appointment  a  ]ieriod  of  not  less  than  two  months  will  probably  be  required,  as 
a  Privy  Council  must  be  held  befoie  the  necessary  documents  can  be  signeil,  and 
a  I'rivy  Council  will  probably  not  be  held  till  the  Queen  returns  from  Scotland. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  your  return  to  Canadia  in  the  meanwhile,  and  your 
commission  can  be  sent  to  you  tiiere  to  the  care  of  Sir  E.  Head. 

Ever  yours  truly, 

William  Molesworth. 

On  my  return  to  Canada,  where  I  spent  a  few  weeks  prior  to  my 
departure,  I  received  many  proofs  that  tiie  bitterness  of  feeling 
which  had  been  displayed  towards  me,  while  in  public  life,  had 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  subsided.  I  shall  here  copy  an  article  publislicd 
in  the  JP/Zoi  before  my  return,  and  which  1  imagine  must  have  been 
contributed  by  the  late  Mr.  William  Bristow  : 

Mr.  Hinxjks. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  topics  in  Montreal,  for  some  time,  has,  of  course, 
been  the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ilincks  to  the  Governorship  of  Barbadoes. 
This  event,  or  anything  like  it,  was  so  entirely  unforeseen  or  unanticipated,  that 
it  has  found  people  unprepared  to  unweave  it  with  ])arty  politics,  and  consequently 
it  has  been  discussed  with  more  candour,  perhaps,  than  any  other  public  matter 
in  which  Canada  has  had  an  interest  for  many  years  past.  To  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Hincks  it  must  be  exceedingly  gratifying  to  notice  the  tone  of  respect  which  is 
observed  towards  him,  and  it  is  indicative  of  the  sterling  honesty  which  after  all 
is  cheri^hed  by  Canadians  of  every  class,  that  there  seems  to  be  a  general  readiness 
to  admit — 1st,  tl.at  he  has  been  the  greatest  and,  on  the  whole,  the  best  minister 
the  country  ever  had  ;  and,  2ndly,  that  he  has  been  shamefully  belied  and  abused. 
Wiihin  a  few  days  we  have  heard  persons,  whose  opinions  may  be  regarded  as  the 
reflex  of  those  of  a  class  at  one  time  much  opposed  to  Mr.  Hincks  say,  that,  with 
all  his  faults — ]ieople  like  to  use  these  qualifying  clauses  when  confessing  their 
errors — that  with  all  his  faults,  Francis   Hincks  was  a  most  valuable  man,  and 
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tliat  in  liis  elevation  Cnnnda  was  suflVrinp;  an  iire]-)aiable  Iciss.  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  saving  that  tliis  o]iinion  is  widely  entcitainecl,  and  tliat  a  serious 
misi;ivini;  exists  as  to  wlio  is  to  rei)lace  him  in  the  Councils  of  tlie  rrovince, 
These  are  the  feelings  which,  in  the  public  mind,  usually  accompany  the  death  or 
departure  from  the  scene  of  action  of  great  men,  hut  exiicrience  shows  that  it  is 
not  the  part  of  wisdom  to  lean  ton  much  upon  individuals.  l"ew  men  are  so 
useful  as  to  he  indispensable,  and  the  world  is  hardly  so  jioor  as  lo  be  incapable 
of  re]ihu'ing  those  who  are  called  away  fioni  the  sphere  which  thry  have  nbly  and 
honourabi)'  tilled.  Mr.  Ilinchs  will,  jievhajis,  be  n.ore  benellcially  enijiloyed  in 
his  new  Ciovernnient  than  he  could  jiossibly  have  been  here  among  men  who,  if 
not  swiiin  to  ruin  him,  were  actuated  by  such  bitterness  and  animosity  that  they 
would  have  left  no  means  untried  to  counteract  any  plan  or  measure,  however 
good  in  itSL-lf,  which  would  have  originated  with  him.  Much,  then,  as  we  may 
regret  his  removal,  we  do  not  regard  it  as  a  calamity,  but  confidently  look 
forward  to  the  a]-)]iearance  in  the  arena  of  public  life  of  other  worthy  and  able 
men,  who  will  be  tjuite  competent  to  guide  the  country  in  its  onward  career  of 
pros]ierity  to  the  grand  future  which  it  is  destined  to  work  out.  The  strength  of 
Canada  does  not  lie  so  much  in  her  public  men  as  in  the  great  principles  which 
she  has  adopted,  the  self-reliance  of  her  sons,  their  moral  worth,  and  the  resources 
she  possesses.  We  doubt  whether  any  Government  could  seriously  injure  our 
prosperity,  or  turn  aside  our  ]iopulations  from  the  high  and  noble  aims  they  have. 
Confident  in  the  strong  sense  of  right  which  our  free  institutions  have  developed, 
and  ihe  love  of  honour  and  fair  dealing  which  are  cherished  by  the  peojile,  we  are 
sure  that  Canada  will  countenance  no  class  legislation,  no  usurpations  or  unjust 
exercise  of  jower,  but  that  the  law  of  truth  will  be  honoured  and  the  riglits  and 
liberties  of  every  portion  or  section  of  the  commonwealth  equally  secured,  Mr. 
llincks  will  leave  the  Province  with  the  conviction  that  she  is  able  to  take  care  of 
herself,  but  not  without  the  consciousness  of  having  been  to  some  degree  instru- 
mental in  teaching  her  the  lesson.  When  he  was  compelled  to  yield  his  place  to 
others,  as  the  leader  of  the  Administration,  he  claimed  to  have  friends  not  in  the 
House  only,  but  even  among  the  ranks  by  which  he  had  been  so  fiercely  opposed, 
and  then  and  there  a  response  not  less  honourable  to  him  than  to  his  political 
adversaries  was  given,  which  indicated  the  hold  he  had  taken  upon  their  esteem. 
Few  who  witnessed  the  manifestation  will  forget  its  moral  grandeur,  for,  notwith- 
standing the  caricatures  which  were  subsequently  given  of  it,  when  parti/anship 
had  resumed  its  sway,  during  that  hour  a  scene  rare  in  Parliamentary  annals  was 
enacted.  For  once  the  heart  spoke,  was  heard,  and  hands  lately  lifted  up  in 
adverse  votes  were  extended  to  him  in  token  of  friendship.  As  then,  so  now,  Mr, 
Hincks  has  many  friends,  friends  who  admire  his  abilities  and  esteem  his  principles- 
We  doubt  whether  he  ever  had  more  friends  than  at  this  moment,  and  we  are 
assured  that  persons  who  have  clone  him  injustice,  persons  filling  places  of  trust, 
have  ex]iressed  a  wish  that  some  opportunity  could  be  afforded  them  of  publicly 
doing  him  honour  before  he  leaves  the  country.  The  elevation  of  Mr.  Hincks  to 
the  distinguished  post  of  Governor  General  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  other  Windward 
Islands,  is  the  most  practical  comment  which  can  possibly  be  offered  upon  the 
solemn  and  sorrowful  complaints  of  Mr.  Howe,  anent  the  neglect  with  which 


SIR    FRANCIS   niNCKS,    K.C.M.G.,    C.B. 


3G7 


Colonists  are  treated  by  the  Imperial  Governmtnt.  So  siulden,  com]il(.te  and 
noble  a  disclaimer  on  the  jiart  of  Her  Majesty's  Minister  for  the  Cohmiis,  must 
have  startled  the  lion.  delcj,'ate  from  Nova  Scotia,  and  we  trust  the  lesson  will  not 
be  lost  upon  him.  Perhaps  his  turn  may  not  be  far  distant.  Sir  Francis  II, neks, 
as  we  suppose  he  will  be,  will  ])ay  a  Inief  visit  to  Canada  before  his  assunipt-on 
of  oftlce,  and  we  dare  say  will  not  lose  the  ojiporiunity  of  putting  thini;s  in  train 
for  an  early  consideration  of  the  means  to  be  adopted  to  improve  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  \Vest  India  Islands  and  this  country,  ^\'e  shall  be  much 
disajipointed  if,  before  lonij,  the  wisdom  of  his  ajipointment  is  not  exhibited  in  the 
most  excellent  practical  results.  lie  has  our  best  wishes  for  his  future  prosperity 
and  hajipiness. 

My  chief  object  in  ]nihli.shing  this  complimentary  notice  has  been 
to  show  that  when  I  had,  as  was  then  imagined,  taken  leave  of 
Canada  for  ever,  all  ])arties,  even  those  who  had  been  most  bitterly 
hostile  to  me,  were  willing  to  forget  old  animosities,  and  give  me 
credit  at  least  for  having  continued  to  serve  my  adopted  country  to 
the  best  of  my  ability. 

It  may  be  interesting,  even  now,  to  read  an  address  presented  to 
me  before  my  departure  from  Canada  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  (Que- 
bec, and  my  reply  thereto,  which  was,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
non-commital.  The  report  to  \.hich  I  alluded  was  from  a  select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  which  the  late  Hon.  Wm. 
Hamilton  Merntt  was  chairman,  and  which,  though  presented  to  the 
House,  was  never  adopted.  It  was  favourable  to  reciprocal  free  trade, 
a  scheme  which  has  found  favour  in  the  [irescntday  with  many  who 
fail  to  perceive  its  impracticability.  The  Imperial  Government  con- 
demned it,  as  soon  as  it  was  brought  to  their  notice,  but  much  mis- 
chief had  been  done  by  its  communication  to  several  Lt. -Governors 
and  legislators  as  a  document  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Canadian  Assemlily  : 

TRADE  WITH  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

Previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Honourable  Francis  Ilincks,  for  Barbadoes,  to 
assume  the  Government  of  the  Windward  Islands,  the  Board  of  Trade  of  (Quebec 
addressed  him  on  the  subject  of  reciprocal  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  Subjoined 
are  copies  of  the  letter  and  reply  : 

Board  of  Trade  Room, 

Quebec,  14th  Nov.,  1S55. 

Sir, — Availing  themselves  of  your  visit  to  this  city  before  leaving  Canada  for 
the  Seat  of  your  Government,  and  knowing  the  deep  interest  you  will  continue  to 
take  in  the  prosperity  of  this  country,  I  am  desired  by  the  Council  of  the  Quebec 
Board  (jf  Trade  to  respectfully  urge  on  your  attention  the  benetits  that  would 
accrue  to  the  trade  via  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  Provincial  Canals,  from  the 
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reciprocal  exchange,  free  of  duty,  of  the  productions  of  Canada  and  those  of  tlie 
West  Indian  Islands,  by  wliich  measure  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
British  Canadian  Colonies  would  be  assimilated  with  that  existing  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  States  of  the  adjoining  L'nion. 

Tliis  trade,  formerly  of  great  inipurtance,  affording  a  market  for  our  timber  and 
agricultural  produce,  has  now  all  but  disappeared,  Western  Canada  beini;  sup- 
plied to  a  large  extent  with  West  Indian  produce  through  the  United  States, 
instead  of  by  its  natural  avenue — the  St.   Lawrence  River. 

The  system,  if  carried  out.  would  afford  regular  winter  employment  to  vessels 
owned  in  both  sections  of  the  Province,  as  a  large  portion  of  the  inland  and  coast- 
ing tonnage  could  be  employed  in  the  West  Indian  Trade,  to  the  manifest  benefit 
of  their  owners,  at  a  time  when  they  woulil  otherwise  be  laid  up. 

From  the  legislative  action  of  liie  Island  of  Harbadoes,  and  from  favourable 
replies  received  from  the  Ciovernments  of  other  of  the  West  Indian  Islands,  in 
answer  to  Circul.irs  addressed  to  them  by  the  Chairman  of  the  "Committee  on 
Trade  and  Commerce, "  (whose  Report  was,  as  you  are  aware,  presented  to  the 
Canadian  Parliament,  in  May  last),  the  Board  venture  to  hope  that  the  exanijde 
shewn  by  the  Island  of  Barbadoes  will  be  followed  by  other  of  the  West  Indi.m 
Island  possessions ;  and,  while  thus  urging  it  on  your  notice  they  will  use  their 
best  efforts  at  the  first  Session  of  the  Legislature  to  have  the  measure  favourably 
considered,  and  passed  into  Law  by  tiie  Canadian  Parliament. 

With  the  congratulations  of  the  Board  uj^on  your  appointment  to  the  Governor 
Generalship  of  the  Windward  I.^^lands,  in  wdiich  they  recognise,  on  the  [lart  of  ihe 
Imperial  Government,  the  claim  of  Colonists  to  fill  the  highest  offices  in  their  gift, 
and  with  the  best  wishes  of  the  Board  for  your  safe  arrival  at  your  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.    BORROWMAN, 

Secretary  Quebec  Board  of  Trade. 
The  Hon.  F.  Hincks, 

Governor-General  of  the  Windward  Islands. 


Quebec,  Nov.  17,  1S55. 

Sir, — T  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  I  beg  that  you  will  assure  the  Council  of  the  Quebec  Board  of  Trade 
of  my  deep  gratitude  for  their  congratulations  on  my  a]ipointment  as  Governor  of 
Barbadoes,  and  for  their  kind  wishes  for  my  safe  arrival  in  that  colony  The  im- 
portant subject  of  commercial  intercourse  between  Canada  and  the  West  Indies 
will  not  fail  to  receive  my  best  consideration,  but  the  Council  will,  I  am  sure, 
excuse  me  from  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  possibility  of  effecting  such  an 
arrangement  as  they  desire,  until  I  shall  have  ascertained  the  views  of  the  Can- 
adian Government,  as  well  as  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  those  Islands  with 
which  I  am  about  to  be  connected.  I  ought,  not,  however,  to  conceal  from  the 
Council  my  opinion,  that  much  inconvenience  and  disappointment  may  have  been 
caused  by  the  unauthorized  communications  which  seem  to  have  been  already  made 
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to  several  of  the  West  Indian  Colonies.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  too  much  import- 
ance has  been  attached  to  tlie  report  of  a  Select  C(jmmittee  of  the  lA'{,'islative 
Assembly,  which  has  not  been  adopte<l  by  the  House.  'I'iie  propositions  in  that 
report  involve  a  considerable  sacridce  of  revenue,  and  I  am  wholly  unaware  lunv 
far  they  are  acceptable  to  the  (iovernment  and  to  Parliament.  The  Council  will, 
therefore,  I  am  sure,  concur  with  me  in  opinion  that,  until  tlie  Ciovernnient  of  Can- 
ada has  decided  on  its  jiolicy  with  reference  to  this  question,  and  formally  cum- 
nuuiicated  it  to  the  Colonies  interested,  it  would  be  premature  for  them  to  enter- 
tain the  question. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.    IIlNCKS. 

A.  RoRROWMAN,  Esq., 

Secretary  Quebec  Roard  of  Trade. 

Before   leaving    London   I   received   a   most   gratif)ing    mark  of 
attention  from  members  of  the  Canada  Club  and  otiiers,  and  although 
nearly   thirty    years    have   elapsed   it   has   been    engraven    on  my 
memory.     It  occurred  to  these  gentlemen  to  find  out  the  names   of 
the  \Vest  Indian  gentlemen  then  visiting  England,  and  to  invite  tliem 
to  meet  meat  dinner  in  the  city.     The  chairman  was  Mr.  Alexander 
Gillespie,  whose  name  was    enough   to   make  the  dinner  a  success. 
Several   gentlemen,   occupying   high    positions  in   the  West  Indian 
Colonies  were  present,  and  among  others  a  member  of  the  Barbadoes 
Council.     It  was  most   gratifying  to  me  to    find   that  the  choice  of 
the  .Secretary  of  State  was  thus,  as  it  were,  endorsed  by  the  leading 
Canadians  in  London,  and  it  is  most  satisfactory  to  me  to  have  an 
ojjportunity   of  stating  that  I  have  ever  felt   deeply  grateful   to    Mr. 
Gillespie  and  his  friends.     Among  other  guests  at  that  dinner  was 
the  Rev.   Dr.   PIgerton  Ryerson,   with  whom  I  had  had,  in  former 
years,  many  controversies,  all,  however,  prior  to  my  return  to  otHce 
in  1848.      I    was  unfortunate  in  my  voyage  to  ISarbadoes.     At  that 
time   there  was   a   monthly  line  of  steamers    between    Halifax   and 
St.  Thomas,  which    touched  at   Bermuda.      The  steamer   in    which 
I  embarked  with   my  family  was  disabled  during  the  voyage  to  Ber- 
muda, and  was  com])elled  to  return    to  Halifax.     I    and   my  family 
Were  therefore  obliged  to  wait  an  entire  month  at  Bermuda  until  the 
arrival  of  the  next  steamer,  which  was,  unfortunately,  late,  so  that  we 
missed   the   Intercolonial  steamer  at  St.  Thomas,  and  had  to  wait  a 
fortnight  for  its  successor.     This  was  a  bad  commencement,  being  a 
case  of  bnrning  the  candle  at  both  ends.     I  lost  nearly  §2,500  of 
salary  and  had  to  pay  for  the  board  and  lodging  of  a  large  party  at 
hotels.     I  was,  however,  treated  with  great  hospitality  at  both  Islands 
by  the  British  and  Danish  governors. 
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As  I  iniri)osc  devoting  some  space  to  the  West  India  labour  ques- 
tion, wliicli.  from  the  period  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  has  engaged 
niucli  consideration  throughout  the  civili/cd  world,  I  shall  not  dwell 
at  much  length  on  other  to])ics.  The  following  letter  with  its 
introductory  notice  relates  to  a  subject  in  which  I  took  a  good  deal 
of  interest  : 

Wi-  C'ipy  from  the  B.jyh.idhn  the  follinvinf;  a(lniirnl)lL'  letter  of  the  Governor, 
to  Mr.  Ilill.of  I -oiidon,  on  the  eiliicaticiii  nml  nior:il  coiulition  of  the  hihoinini; 
cl.isses,  which  t.ikes  by  fir  llie  most  sensible  view  of  the  sul)ject  thnt  we  h:.ve 
seen,  sliowing  what  a  close  oliserver,  as  well  as  a  practical  man,  Mr.  llincks 
is  :  — 
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WiNinvAun  Isi.ANHs, 
Barradoks,  25th  October,  1S57. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  l6th  lilt.,  onclosiny  the  copy  of  a  |)etition  from  certain  non-resideut  pro- 
prietors of  estates  in  lJarl)adoes,  forwarde<l  for  presentation  to  the  'I'wo  Houses  of 
the  LeLjislauire,  on  the  subject  of  improviiia  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes 
in  this  Island,  and  to  whicii  vou  ask  Ilis  ICxcelleiiey's  countenance  and  su])|)ort. 

The  Governor  entertains  no  doubt  that  the  proprietors,  on  whose  behalf  the 
petition  has  been  sii^ned,  are  actuated  by  the  most  i)rai  seworthy  motives,  and  he 
trusts  thai  the  observations  whicli  he  has  directed  me  to  make  in  rejily  to  your 
letter  will  be  attributed  by  them  to  a  desire  on  his  j)art  that  they  should  be  put 
fully  in  possession  of  the  opinions  which  he  has  foinied  on  the  subject  of  their 
petition,  and  which,  being  at  variance  with  their  own,  must  prevent  him  from 
affording  that  co-ojieration  Wiiicli  you  request,  and  which  I  lis  Excellency  would 
much  desire  to  give  to  any  i)roposiiions  emanating  from  so  respectable  and  inllueu- 
tial  a  body. 

The  Governor  is  not  of  opinion  that  there  has  been  a  retrogressioTi  in  the  moral 
and  social  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  of  this  J>land,  but  as  no  grounds  are 
stated  in  the  petition  for  the  assertion  wliich  is  made,  he  thinl's  it  better  to  abstain 
from  discussing  the  point,  and  more  especially  as  he  is  quite  te.idy  to  admit,  that 
all  the  individual  efforts  which  can  be  made,  and  all  the  funds  wliich  can  be 
raised,  will  fall  far  short  of  accomplishing  such  an  imi)ro»'ement  in  the  condition 
of  the  labouring  classes  as  the  philanthro])ist  would  desire.  'l"he  Ciovernor  would 
therefore  be  anxious  rather  to  stimulate  the  exertions  of  the  non-resident  proprie- 
tor>,  than  to  express  any  opinion  calculated  to  reniler  them  less  active.  It  is  to 
the  remedies  suggested  in  the  petition  before  him  thai  the  Governor  is  of  oinnion 
that  grave  objections  may  be  urged.  Those  remedies  are  the  prohibition  or  limi- 
tation of  infant  labour  by  Legislative  enactment,  and  increased  api)roprialions 
from  the  public  revenue  for  religious  instluction.  To  deprive  parents  of  tlie  aid 
of  tlifc  indu-try  of  their  children  would  be  a  measure  of  great  harshness,  especially 
in  a  country  where  the  rate  of  wages  is  very  low.     The  arguments  used  for  limiting 
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the  numbci  of  lioius,  (liuiiig  which  chiliheii  miy  \k-  eiiiphiytil  in  the  close  and 
unwliules'inie  atmosiijieii;  of  a  factory  liavc  not  the  slif^htcst  aii[ilic.ilM)ii  lo  hj^ht 
•itjriciiltiiial  lalimir,  sucli  as  weeiliii^  ;  and  tiic  Ciovfiniir  dot-s  not  l)cHfVc  that 
cliildivn  actually  woik  in  llarhadoo  one  half  of  the  miinlier  of  hours  to  uhich 
their  labour  is  liuiitrd  in  luif^land.  No  case  of  griexance  has  been  niatle  out  that 
would  in  the  opinion  of  the  (Joveinor  render  it  expedient  to  resort  to  a  measure 
that  would  cause  extreme  discoiiient  among  the  labouring  classes,  and  woidJ 
moreover  in  all  jirobability  be  objected  to  by  the  resilient  jilant  'rs. 

With  regard  to  the  other  remedy  suLjge:  tcil  m  the  ])i  tilion,  the  (iovernor  is  of 
opinion  that  the  charges  on  the  revenue  for  religious  instruction  and  general  educa- 
tion are  already  sufficiently  high;  and  as  the  memorialists  affirm  that  "  lliey, 
although  nt  present  extensive  contiibutors  to  the  funds  raised,  would  gladly  res])oiKl 
to  a  larger  call  upon  them,"  liis  h'.xcellency  directs  me  to  observe  that  the  great 
bulk  (if  the  revenue  iii  iJarbadoes  is  derived  from  duties  on  articles  (f  consuni]ition 
— such  as  Hour,  meal,  (ish,  salted  provisions,  e-'c— to  which  the  iion-rc-ideut 
propriet(jrs  do  not  contribute  at  all,  but  which  fall  very  heavily  on  the  industuous 
classes.  Formerly,  a  considerable  revenue  was  deiived  fiom  taxes  on  land,  but  of 
late  years  these  have  been  taken  off  and  duties  on  articles  of  consum|)tion  sub- 
stituted in  their  ]ilace.  The  (lovernor  desires  me  to  state  that,  so  far  as  his  know- 
ledge extiMids,  tliere  is  no  coiuitry  where  the  landed  ]iroj)rietor  is  legally  reiji'ired 
to  contribute  so  little  (o  the  support  of  the  jiublic  institutions  as  in  liarbailoes,  and 
he  earne.-tly  hopes  that,  on  being  reminded  of  thi^  fact,  the  proprietors  will  si-e  the 
necessity  of  voluntarily  assuming  the  duty  of  contributing  to  the  iuijjrovement  of 
the  social  and  moral  condition  of  their  tenants  and  labourers. 

The  woik  that  should  be  performed  in.  this  Island  is  precisely  that  which  an 
enlightened  and  liberal  landlord  in  England  would  insist  on  being  carried  out  on 
his  estate,  notwithstanding  his  heavy  taxes  for  religious  instruction  and  the  admin- 
istration of  justice.  One  of  the  most  elTectual  means  of  ameliorating  the  C(jndition 
of  the  labour, ng  classes  would  be  by  pro\iding  them  with  proper  dwellings.  So 
long  as  the  labourers  are  mere  tenants  nt  will,  liable  to  being  ejected  at  a  fi-w  days 
notice,  it  cannot  be  hoped  that  they  will  themselves  erect  suitable  dwellings.  The 
improvements  of  the  residences  of  the  labourers  nuut  depend  solely  on  the  pro- 
prietors, who  have  it  in  their  power  to  effect  this  important  reform,  ciiher  iiy 
granting  leases  in  perpetuity,  reserving  adequate  rents,  or  by  erecting  suitable 
houses.  A  great  many  of  the  estates  have  a  sufficient  number  of  children  on 
them  to  warrant  the  institution  of  infant  schools,  tlie  expense  of  which  would  be, 
comparativtdy  speaking,  trifling,  and  aid  might  be  given  to  the  establislunent  ot 
di'-pensaries  in  the  various  localities  ;  Juvenile  Reformatories  and  Industrial 
Schools  for  vagrant  cluldren  are  also  nnich  required,  'i'he  (jovernor  has  felt  it  his 
duty  to  endeavour  to  aid  the  Moravian  Missionaries  in  their  atleni]ts  to  establish 
Kagged  Schools,  and  a  Dormitory  for  vagrants  ;  but  though  his  Excellency  and 
several  of  the  resident  proprietors  have  subscribed  liberally  for  their  support  he 
has  hear<l  with  deep  regret  that  there  is  cause  to  apprehend  the  abandonment  of 
the  lX)rmitory  from  the  failure  of  the  Missionaries  to  obtain  the  support  of  the 
non-resident  proprietors,  who  const  tute  so  large  a  portion  of  the  entire  body.  The 
Governor  trusts  that  the  foregoing  remarks  will  not   be  considered   in  any  degree 
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ofTfiisive.  lie  has  no  desire  to  olitnule  bis  opinions  on  the  non-resident  proprie- 
tors  (jf  liarb.Kloi'S  ;  l)iit  lie  lias  felt  that  his  silence  on  such  nn  occa>ion  niij^ht  he 
misconstrued,  and  lie  cannot  hut  hojie  that  SDiiie  of  the  body  on  whose  behalf  you 
have  addresseil  him  may  be  induced  to  wei^di  the  heavy  responsiliiiities  which 
devolve  on  them  as  the  owners  of  most  valuable  and  productive  estates,  anil  to 
make  at  least  an  effort  to  promote  the  improvement  of  their  tenantry.  He,  at  all 
events,  while  confiding  in  the  wisdom  of  the  I.e(;islnture,  and  earnestly  ho|)ing 
that  he  may  be  able  to  co-operate  with  them  for  the  public  good,  feels  it  his  duty 
to  place  on  record  hiso])inion  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  prosecute  social  reforms 
at  tiie  cost  of  the  laliouing  classes,  while  the  landed  proprietors,  and  especially 
those  of  them  who  are  non  resident,  contribute  in  so  small  a  degree  to  those 
burdens  which  in  other  parts  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  fall  heavdy  upon  fixed 
properly. 

I  have,  vyc., 

(Signed),  C.  READY,  Lt.-Col., 

Acting  Private  Sccicttiry. 
To  Thomas  Hii.l,  Esq. 

In  1859  I  paid  a  visit  to  England  with  my  family,  having  obtained 
leave  of  absence  for  that  i)ur]X)se.  As  I  desired  to  spend  a  short  time 
in  Canada,  and  likewise  to  study  the  negro  labour  question  in  Cuba, 
and  Louisiana  on  the  spot,  I  determined  to  proceed,  via  Havannah, 
to  New  Orleans,  thence  up  the  Mississii)i)i  and  via  Mem})his,  Rich- 
mond and  New  York  to  Canada  by  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  I  accom- 
plished my  journey  without  any  adventures  worth  recording,  and 
found  the  Legislature  in  Session  at  Toronto,  where  I  had  great 
pleasure  in  meeting  my  old  friends.  Among  others  I  found  Dr. 
Ryerson,  very  cordial,  and  I  shall  place  before  my  readers  a  most 
interesting  letter,  that  I  received  from  him  during  my  visit.  Dr. 
Ryerson,  owing  doubtless  to  other  pressing  demands  on  his  time, 
was  imable  to  accomplish  the  whole  of  the  great  task  which  he  had 
imposed  on  himself: 

Monday  Morning,  April  25 th,  1859. 

Mv  Dear  Sir, — As  I  see  from  your  engagements  and  the  calls  made  upon 
you  at  all  hours,  that  there  is  little  iirobability  of  your  liaving  any  time  to  spare 
for  any  private  conversation  with  me,  I  take  the  liberty  of  conversing  with  you  a 
few  moments  in  these  lines,  which  you  can  read  at  your  leisure,  and  which  relate 
to  some  matters  which  may  interest  you,  and  respecting  which  you  may  afford  me 
some  suggestions  and  assistance. 

Having,  I  hope,  done  with  controversy  and  got  the  whole  system  of  public 
instruction  organized,  I  have  been  devoting  the  greater  part  of  my  mornings  and 
evenings  for  some  time  to  a  work  which  I  have  been  long  contemplating,  and  for 
which  I  have  during  many  years  collected  all  the  materials  possible — namely,  a 
History  of  Canada. 
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Tlic  first  volume  is  intended  to  be  a  History  of  the  United  Empire  Loyalists 
and  fust  si'ttK-rs  of  Canada — tiaciiif^  tlie  origin  and  distinction  of  parties  in  the 
oil!  American  Colonics,  antl  the  iiiyh  motives  anil  character  (whether  right  or 
wroM^f  in  tht.'ir  views)  of  the  founders  and  first  settlers  of  Upper  Canada  a  race 
of  men  of  wliom  we  may  well  lie  proud  -inferior  in  none  of  the  noblest  (|ualitics 
of  men  and  jiatriots  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  of  N'ew  lingland,  but  to  whom  justice 
has  never  been  done,  as  they  were  the  losing  party  in  the  contest  which  led  to 
their  settlement  in  Canada,  and  their  history  has  hitherto  been  written  by  their 
opponents  alone. 

I  i>urpose  to  devote  two  volumes  to  the  Ilistc^ry  of  Canada  proper  (especially 
L'p|ier  Canada),  the  growth,  its  settlements,  commerce,  manufactures,  i)roductions, 
et*., 'He,  etc.,  and  the  influences,  relij^ious,  political,  etc.,  which  have  contributed 
to  form  the  distinctive  character  of  its  society  and  institutions. 

I  purpose  to  devote  one  volume  to  the  History  rf  Constitutional  Ccncrnmcnt  in 
Canada,  and  to  compare  and  contrast  our  system  of  Government  with  that  of  the 
United  States  on  one  side  and  of  England  on  the  other.  In  discussing  this  sub- 
ject, I  hope  to  do  justice  to  the  views  and  character  of  those  who  have  taken  the 
most  prominent  jxirt  in  establishing  our  present  system  of  Ciovernment  ;  and,  if  I 
find  on  investigation  I  have  in  ])ast  years  done  injustice  to  the  views  and  conduct 
of  any  man,  I  will  not  iiesitate  to  record  and  acknowledge  it. 

I  purpose  to  intersperse  my  narratives  ami  discussions  as  largely  as  possible 
wilii  biograpiiical  and  cliaracterislic  sketches  of  public  men. 

I  expect  the  work  thus  proposed  will  occupy  all  the  time  I  can  command  during 
at  least  live  years — nearly  one  year  in  furtliei  ]ireliminary  {uei)aration,  and  one 
year  to  each  volume,  i\\(i  fust  and  last  of  which  1  intend  to  write  .7nd  ]iublish 
before  the  other  two. 

1  know  not  that  I  can  devote  the  remaining  working  years  of  my  life  more 
usefully  than  in  investigations  and  publications  of  this  kind,  for  which  1  do  not 
see  any  one  (jualified  or  likely  to  be  devoted,  and  for  which  my  [jast  pursuits  and 
studies  have  contributed  in  some  ilegree  to  prepare  me,  and  hi  which  I  feel  a  very 
deep  interest. 

Should  you  be  within  reach,  I  should  like  to  show  you  the  manuscript  of  the 
volume  on  the  History  of  Constitutional  llovernment  in  Canada,  and  get  the 
benelit  of  your  remarks  and  the  discussion  of  any  doubtful  points  with  you. 

Now  should  you  have  any  books  or  pamphlets,  or  documents  or  letters  that 
would  aid  me  in  the  researches  and  investigations  thus  proposed,  or  should  you 
meet  with  any  thing  in  your  visit  and  conversations  in  England  that  would  be  of 
use  to  me,  I  would  be  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  them  ;  and  I  will  take  care  of 
them  anil  return  them  as  you  may  direct. 

One  great  object  I  have  in  view  is  to  excite  in  our  fellow-countrymen  a  respect 
for  their  country — to  show  that  from  our  origin,  growth,  position,  institutions, 
etc. ,  we  possess  the  elements  of  a  Canadian  Nationality,  worthy  of  our  respect, 
pride  and  hope,  and  which  in  friendly  connection  with  Great  Britain,  will  render  us 
second  to  no  other  part  of  America — that  a  country  like  Canada,  peopled  by  the 
most  adventurous  and  energetic  minds  from  other  parts  of  America,  from  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  Scotland,    France    and   Germany,    blended   and    moulded  in  one 
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harmonious  whole,  and  with  institutions  of  its  own  creation  and  control,  and  in  a 
country  of  so  vast  and  varied  resources,  cannot  fail  of  a  career  of  national 
grandeur  and  creatness  second  to  few  other  countries  in  the  world. 

I  know  that  such  a  task  is  quite  beyond  my  powers  and  attainments,  hut  others 
coming  after  me  may  supjdy  my  defects.  If  I  do  not  do  it,  no  one  is  likely  to  do 
it  in  the  present  generation  ;  and  I  will  try  and  make  up  by  reading  and  cxertior, 
what  I  want  in  other  respects.  At  all  events  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  employ  my 
last  years  more  usefully  for  my  country. 

Should  you  before  leaving  have  any  time  to  spare  to  these  subjects,  I  would  be 
very  happy  to  have  the  benelit  of  your  remarks,  and  would  gladly  wait  upon  you 
at  your  convenience. 

Truly  yours 

(Signed),        EGERTON  RYERSON. 

After  agreeable  visits  to  Montreal  and  Quebec,  at  the  latter  of 
which  cities  I  was  honoured  with  a  public  dinner,  I  sailed  for  Liver- 
pool in  one  of  the  Allan  steamers.  The  most  interesting  circum- 
stance that  occurred  after  my  return  to  IJiubadoes  was  the  visit  paid 
to  the  Island  by  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  then 
a  midshipman  in  the  Royal  Navy.  The  following  brief  notice  I  found 
in  an  old  scrap-book  : 

The  visit  of  Prince  Alfred  in  February  la>;t  conferred  much  ^clat  upon  Mr. 
Hincks'  administration.  It  was  a  round  of  rejoicing  and  festivity,  in  which  Mi-. 
Ilincks  joined  with  the  best  spirit,  entertaining  the  Prince  at  Government  House 
in  a  manner  that  corresponded    with  the  exuberant  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants. 

Towards    the   end   of  the  year   I  received  from    His  Grace    the 

Duke  of  Newcastle,  whose  acquaintance  I  had  had  the  honour  of 
making  while  a  member  of  the  Government  of  Canada,  and  who  had 
become  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  during  my  visit  to 
England  in  1859,  the  following  despatch,  which  I  need  scarcely 
remark  was  very  gratifying  to  me.  Until  its  receipt  I  had  no  means 
of  torming  an  ojiinion  whether  1  would  be  continued  in  the  Colonial 
service  of  the  Empire  : 


Barhadoes  Separate, - 


Downing  Street, 

3rd  September,  1 861. 


Sir, — As  the  time  is  not  very  distant  at  which  your  term  of  service  in  the 
Windward  Islands  would  come  to  an  end,  and  it  might  not  liave  In-en  pnutiiable 
for  me,  if  awaiting  that  time,  to  secure  your  renewed  employment  in  a  (iovern- 
ment  of  equal  or  superior  rank  to  that  whicii  you  now  fill,  I  have  thought  it 
expeilient  to  avail  myself  of  the  jiresent  vacancy  in  the  Government  of  British 
Guiana  for  the  purpose   of   transferring  your   services  to  that  Colony,  and  Her 
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Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  your  appointment  to  succeed  Mr.  \V ode- 
house. 

I  trust  that  this  appointment  will  be  acceptable  to  you  as  affording,  on  the  one 
hand,  a  wide  and  important  field  of  activity  and  usefulness,  and,  on  the  other,  a 
token  of  Her  Majesty's  approval  of  tlie  energy  and  ability  with  which  you  have 
administered  the  Government  of  Harbadoes  and  the  Windward  Islands. 

The  salary  of  the  Governor  of  Uritish  Guiana  will  be  from  the  1st  January 
next  five  thousand  pounds  (^5000)  per  annum. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

NEWCASTLE. 
Governor  IIincks, 

As  I  purpose  devoting  a  chapter  to  the  West  Indian  labour  ques- 
tion I  shall  conclude  my  present  notice  of  my  Barhadoes  Adminis- 
tration with  my  replies  to  addresses  from  the  Council,  from  the  Bishop 
and  Clergy  of  the  Established  Church,  the  Methodist  and  the  Moravian 
Ministers.  I  may  observe  that  the  foregoing  are  the  three  bodies  to 
which  the  religious  instruction  of  the  people  of  Barbadoes  has  been 
confided.  I  shall  also  give  the  address  of  the  Council  and  the 
Assembly's  reply  to  my  message  announcing  my  appointment  to 
British  Guiana. 

The  following  is  the  Council's  address  to  the  Governor  on  his 
approaching  dei^arture  from  the  Island,  with  his  Excellency's 
reply  : — 

M<7y  it  please  your  Excellency, 

In  reply  to  your  Excellency's  communication  announcing  that  Her  Majesty  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  approve  of  your  appointment  as  Governor  of  British 
Guiana,  the  Council  tender  their  congratulations  to  your  Excellency  that,  on  the 
termination  of  your  period  of  Government  in  tliis  Island,  Her  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  fur  the  Colonies  has  recognized  your  merit,  and  recommended 
your  services  being  contmued  to  the  Crown  by  transferring  you  to  the  Government 
of  the  rising  and  important  Lolony  of  British  Guiana,  where  the  Council  have 
just  reason  to  believe  that  j'our  Excellency's  discernment  and  acknowledged 
administrative  ability  will  enable  you  to  perceive  the  requirements  of  the  Colony, 
and  that  your  pioceedings  will  be  calculated  to  further  the  interests  and  prosperity 
of  that  Government,  and  to  secure  to  yourself  the  continued  approbation  of  the 
Queen. 

The  Council  have  to  acknowledge  the  unreserved  confidence  which  has,  on  all 
occasions,  distinguished  your  Excellency's  intercourse  with  them.  This  enables 
them  to  testify  to  your  anxious  desire  to  consider  the  just  claims  of  all  classes, 
and  to  promote  any  measure  likely  to  conduce  to  the  public  welfare,  wliicn  they 


37G 


REMINISCENCES  IN  THE  LIFE  OF 


believe  your  Excellency  has  desired  as  earnestly  as  themselves.  The  Council 
have  freely  and  conscientiously  given  their  advice  when  called  on  by  your 
Excellency  to  do  so,  and  they  trust  that,  if  at  any  time  a  difference  of  opinion 
has  arisen  between  your  Excellency  and  themselves,  it  has  not  been  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  leave  an  unfavourable  impression  on  your  mind,  and  that  your  Excel- 
lency may  never  have  cause  to  look  back  with  regret  to  your  connection  with  the 
Government  of  this  Island. 

The  Council,  in  conclusion,  offer  to  your  Excellency  their  best  wishes  for  your 
success  in  the  Government  which  you  will  be  soon  called  on  to  assume,  and  for 
the  happiness  and  general  prosperity  of  Mrs.  Ilincks  and  yourself. 


Council  Chamber, 

15th  November,  1861. 


GRANT  F.  THOMAS, 
Presidiiit, 


REPLY. 

Mr.  President  and  Honourable  Gentlemen  of  II.  M.  Council. 

I  have  to  convey  to  you  my  best  thanks  for  this  address,  and  for  your  congra- 
tulations on  the  gracious  approval  by  Her  Itlajesty  of  my  administration  of  the 
Government  of  Barbadoes  and  the  Windward  Islands,  which  has  been  manifested 
by  my  appointment  to  the  Government  of  British  Guiana. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  tlie  best  t>f  my  humble  ability  to  fulfil  the  trust  confided 
to  me  by  our  Gracious  and  Beloved  Sovereign,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  merit  not 
only  the  approbation  of  my  official  supcrii)rs,  but  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  tiiis 
Island  ;  and  it  cannot  but  be  highly  gratifying  to  me  tliat  the  body  with  whicii  1 
have  had  the  most  confidential  intercourse,  and  which  has  had  the  best  oppor- 
tunity of  forming  a  correct  judgment  as  to  my  opinions  and  motives,  should  have 
addressed  me  as  you  have  done  at  the  conclusion  of  my  Administration. 

I  readily  and  gratefully  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  which  I  have 
derived  from  the  advice  of  the  Council,  which  has  been  uniformly  tendered  in  a 
sjiiiit  of  devotion  to  the  public  interests, 

Altiiough  the  polilical  institutions  of  the  important  Province,  to  the  Govern- 
meni  of  which  I  have  been  appointed  are  as  widely  different  from  those  of  this 
Island  as  are  the  relations  which  subsist  between  the  various  classes  of  society  in 
each,  1  nevertheless  venture  to  hope  th.al  the  experience  wliicii  I  have  gained 
during  my  residence  in  the  West  Indies  will  be  of  service  to  me  when  earnestly 
endeavouring  to  promote  the  interests  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  British  Guiana. 

Wherever  my  lot  may  be  cast,  I  assure  you,  Honourable  Gentlemen,  that  I 
shall  ever  remember  with  lively  gratituiie  the  support  which  you  have  invariably 
aflbrded  me,  and  the  wishes  which  you  have  oflered,  both  on  this  and  on  other 
occasions,  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  Mrs.  Ilincks  and  myself. 

'J'he  Hotise  of  Assembly  on  Tucscluy  agreed  to  the  following 
address  to  the  Governor  on  His  P^xcellency's  message,  intimating  his 
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appointment  to  the  Government  of  British  Guiana  :  "  The  House  of 
Assembly  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  message  acquainting  them  that  Her  Majesty  had  l)een 
graciously  pleased  to  appoint  your  Excellency  to  the  Government  of 
British  Guiana. 

"  The  House  of  Assembly  cordially  congratulates  your  Excellency 
on  this  renewed  mark  of  Royal  favour  and  confidence.  They  take 
advantage  of  this  occasion  to  express  the  conviction  that  durini; 
your  Excellency's  Administration  of  the  Government  of  this 
important  Island,  you  have  been  influenced  by  an  anxious  desire  to 
promote  generally  the  interests  of  the  Colony,  and  in  taking  official 
leave  of  your  Excellency  The  House  of  Assembly  beg  to  tender 
their  best  wishes  for  the  health  and  happiness  of  your  Excellency 
and  family." 

ins  excellency's  reply  : 
To  the  Bishop  and  Clergy  of  the  Established  Church. 

My  Lord  Hishop,  Mr.  ARcnnE/icoN,  ano  Revo.  Gentlemen, — I  acknow- 
ledge with  feelings  of  the  deepest  gratitude  your  congratulatiims  on  my  ajiijointment 
to  the  Government  of  British  Guiana,  and  the  i<ind  expressions  towards  myself 
and  family  which  are  contained  in  your  Address. 

On  my  assumption  of  the  Government  of  this  Colony  I  found  that  among  other 
duties  which  devolved  upon  me  was  that  of  acting  as  Patron  and  Trustee  of 
various  Institutions  in  connection  with  the  Established  (  hurch,  and  I  did  not 
hesitate,  at  a  very  early  period  of  my  administration,  to  give  to  many  of  the 
signers  of  this  Address  an  assurance  that  they  might  rely  on  my  cordial  sujiport 
to  those  Institutions.  I  have  endeavoured,  and  you  have  encouraged  me  to  hope, 
— not  altogether  without  success,  to  fulfil  this  pledge  ;  and  I  have  had  much 
satisfaction  in  concurring  with  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legislature  in  the  various 
measures  for  extending  the  means  and  influence  of  the  Church,  to  which  you  have 
adverted  in  your  Address. 

I  shall  continue  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  progress  of  your  various  Ecclesi- 
astical and  Charitable  Establishments  ;  and  there  is  one  among  them  which  seems 
to  me  so  general  in  its  character,  that  I  shall  not  consider  myself  relieved  from 
the  duty  of  supporting  it  in  my  ca])acity  of  Governor  of  British  (iuiana.  I  refer, 
of  course,  to  the  interesting  African  Mission,  which,  notwithstanding  the  various 
difficulties  which  it  has  had  to  encounter,  has  been  upheld,  under  CJod's  blessing, 
by  the  unwearied  energy  of  your  venerated  Bishop  and  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese. 


(Signed), 


E.  HINCKS. 


Government  HouHe,  Barbadoes. 
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REPLY 


7'c  the  Ministers  of  the  IVesleyan  Methodist  Chureh. 

Rkverknd  Gentlemen, — The  Address  which  you  have  presented  to  me,  as 
expressive  not  only  of  your  own  sentiments,  hut  of  those  of  the  Societies  and 
Congregations  in  connecti(jn  with  the  I'ntish  Wesli'jan  Melliodist  Conference  has 
been  most  accejitaMe  to  me,  and  in  oflering  to  you  my  acknowledgments  for  your 
triendly  congratulations  on  my  appointment  to  the  Government  of  British  C'luiana, 
I  have  to  reijuest  that  you  will  convey  to  the  congregations  under  your  care  the 
ex])ression  of  my  thanks,  not  only  for  the  support  «hicii  I  have  invariably  received 
from  tliem,l)Ut  likewise  for  their  uniform  good  conduct, and  their  willing  obedience 
to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

In  these  Colonies,  as  in  every  part  of  the  world  where  Wesleyan  Missions 
have  been  established,  they  have  been  attended  with  the  most  l)eneficial  results, 
but  it  would  be  difficult  to  point  out  any  country  in  which  the  ministers  of  your 
Church  have  had  a  more  useful  or  more  interesting  work  to  perform  than  in 
preachin;j;  the  Gospel  and  in  spreading  education  among  the  people  who  were 
indebted  to  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  British  nation  for  their  emancipa- 
tion from  the  galling  bonds  of  slavery. 

Considering  it  hartUy  possible  to  over-estimate  the  extent  of  the  aid  rendered  to 
those  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  in  the  British  West  Indian 
Cohmies  hy  the  ministers  of  religion,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  not  only  to  evince 
my  Liratitude  for  that  aid  to  the  extent  of  my  humble  ability,  but  to  endeavour  on 
suitnlilc  occasions  to  imjiress  on  the  community  at  large  the  importance  of  giving 
elkciual  sujiport  to  the  Missionary  cause. 

I  should  l)e  extremely  sorry  if,  in  taking  this  course,  I  should  be  thought  to  have 
undervalued  the  services  of  tliet  lergy  of  the  Established  Church,  which  I  sincerely 
believe  to  have  been  faithfully  and  zealously  rendered  in  this  Inland,  as  well  as  in 
the  neighbouring  Colonies ;  but  I  have  never  observed  an  indication  of  hostility  to 
that  L lunch,  on  the  part  of  your  ministers,  and  I  am  well  aware  that  you  would 
disclaim  any  such  feeling. 

On  the  other  hand  you  must  be  aware  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  change  in 
public  opinion  with  regaril  to  your  missions,  so  much  so  indeed,  that  I  venture  to 
indulge  the  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  their  value  will  be  publicly 
recognized. 

Meanwhile  it  is  due  to  the  people  underjyour  care,  who,  especially  in  the  rural 
districts,  lielong  chiefly  to  the  industrious  classes,  to  bear  testimony  to  their  per- 
severing eliorts  to  sustain,  by  voluntary  contributions,  not  only  the  general  funds 
of  tlie  Wesleyan  Methodist  Missionary  Society  but  the  schools  under  its  care,  and 
tlij  special  missions  to  the  Heathen  lands.  No  better  proof  can  be  afforded  of 
the  zeal  and  devotion  of  your  Mniisters  than  these  voluntary  efforts  on  the  part  of 
their  congregations. 

Ii  is  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction  that  I  notice  your  acknowledgment  of  the 
benelicial  results  which  have  followed  the  abolition  of  slavery.  I  regard  such 
testimony  as  most  valuable.  As  Missionaries  you  have  had  opportunities  of 
observing  the  condition  of  the  people  in  the  various  Colonies  in  succession  ;  you 
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have  associated  with  all  classes  of  the  population,  and  you  have  no  personal  inter- 
est to  bias  your  jud<^ent. 

I  believe  with  you  that  the  islands  and  territories  in  which  freedom  has  been 
established,  exhibit  to  the  world  the  spectacle  of  an  improving  peasantry  ;  and 
while  I  am  inclined  to  hope  that  you  are  correct  in  asserting  that  their  commercial 
prosperity  is  increasing,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  there  can  be  no  real  security 
for  life  and  property,  and  consequently  no  reliable  commercial  prosperity,  under  a 
system  of  Slavery. 

In  bidding  you  farewell,  Reverend  Gentlemen,  I  have  to  express  my  earnest 
hope  that,  with  God's  assistance,  I  may  be  enabled  so  to  discharge  my  duties  as  to 
retain  the  confidence  which  you,  on  behalf  of  the  Wesleyan  societies  and  congrega- 
tions in  Barbadoes,  have  done  me  the  honour  to  express  in  me. 

F.  HINCKS. 
Government  House, 

Barbadoes,  19th  Dec,  1861. 


REPLY. 

To  the  Moravian  Missionaries. 

Reverend  Gentlemen,— I  cordially  thank  you  for  this  Address.  I  have  not  been 
an  inattentive  observer  of  your  unwearied  efforts  in  the  noble  cause  to  which  you  have 
devoted  yourselves,  the  religious  instruction  of  the  humbler  classes  of  our  dense 
population  and  the  education  of  the  rising  generation.  The  success  of  such  efforts 
must  depend  in  a  great  degree  on  their  acceptability  to  those  for  whose  benefit  they 
are  made,  and  within  the  necessarily  limited  sphere  to  which  your  labours  have  been 
confined,  owing  to  the  want  of  adequate  support,  you  have  effected  so  much  good  as 
to  have  earned  the  gratitude  of  all  who  desire  to  promote  the  true  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  people.  I  shall  continue  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  success  of 
your  mission  in  this  Island,  and  I  shall  ev,^'-  bear  in  grateful  remembrance  your 
good  wishes  for  myself  and  family. 

F.  HINCKS. 

Government  House,  Barbadoes, 
I2th  December,  1861. 
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CHAPTER   XVIII. 

THE   WEST    INDIAN    LABOUR    QUESTION. 

For  many  years  after  the  abolition  of  slavery,   but  es])ccially  after 
the    abandonment  of  protection,    public  attention   in   the    tropical 
colonies  was  largely  directed  to  the  labour    question,  and,  although 
the  controversy  as  to  the  comi)arative  chea])ness  of  slave  and  free 
labour  has  very  much  ceased,  the  subject  is  not  without  interest.  A 
couple   of  years  after  my  ai)i)ointment  to  the  Government  ofBar- 
badoes,  the  Island  was  visited  by  the  late  Mr.  Charles  'I'appan  of 
New  York,  a  devoted  friend  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  and  also  by  Mr. 
Sewell  of  the  same  place,  who  was  a  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Times,  and  who,   I  soon  found,  was  a  grandson  of  the  late   Chief 
Justice  Sewell  of  Quebec.     Mr.  Sewell's  object  was  to  study  the 
subject   for  himself,  and  to  communicate  his  views  to  the  journal 
which  he  represented.     His  letters  were  afterwards  published  in  a 
volume  which  he  did  me  the  honour  to  dedicate  to  me.     I  need 
scarcely  observe  that  I  aided  him  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  in  his 
investigations  of  the  subject.    Mr.  Tapjjan,  after  many  conversations, 
made  a  request  to  me  that  I  would  address  a  letter  to  him,  contain- 
ing the  opinions   which  I  had  formed  as  to  the  success  of  emanci- 
pation. This  I  did,  and  on  his  return  to  America  he  published  it,  and 
the  letter  was  afterwards  copied  in  the   London  Anti-Slavery  Re- 
porter.    It   could  scarcely  be   expected  that   the  strong   opinions 
which  I  entertained  would  be  concurred  in  generally  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  sugar  estates,  but  I  had  no  reason   to   comjilain  of  the 
criticisms  of  the  press.     Of  the  criticisms  I  will   give  a  sami)le.     It 
is  taken  from  the  West   Indian,  the  chief  organ  of  the  planters  and 
forms  part  of  a  not  unfriendly  farewell  notice. 

There  was  one  peculiarity  in  Mr.  Hincks  which  we  must  not  forget  to  mention. 
He  was  the  first  of  our  Governors  who  openly  professed  to  l)elong  to  the  Anti- 
Slavery  party.  It  was  no  recommendation  to  him  in  Harbadoes,  and  it  soon  got 
him  into  hot  water  with  the  planters,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to 
Mr.  Tappan,  a  Boston  abolitionist,  which  was  published  in  the  Anti-Slavery  Re- 
porter, some  of  the  statements  in  which,  about  the  rise  in  the  value  of  jiroperty 
after  emancipation  and  the  cheapness  of  free  labour  in  comparison  with  slave 
labour,  were  taken  up  and  made  the  subject  of  violent  articles  in  the  newspapers 
against  the  correctness  of  his  calculations.  This  angry  controversy  was  subse- 
quently revived  and  aggravated  by  the  publication  of  Mr.  Sewell's  Book  on  the  West 
Indies^  also  written  in  the  interest  and  to  serve  the  objects  of  the  /i.bolilion  Party 
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in  llie  States,  in  which  Mr.  llincV;s'  authority  was  quoted,  and  many  of  the 
opinions  of  the  author,  concerning  tiie  labouring  classes  in  the  West  Indies,  sup- 
posed to  lie  derived  from  him. 

Another  leading  paper,  the  Jiar/uji/iatt,  was  more  favourable  to  my 
views.  I  propose  inserting  here  my  letter  to  Mr.  'iappan,  with  the 
remarks  of  the  Barluu/ian,  and  likewise  a  speech  delivered  at  a  i)iib- 
lic  meeting  held  in  London  on  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  presided  over  by  Lord  ]Jroughani.  I  was  asked  on 
that  occasion  to  move  the  first  resolution,  and  I  prefaced  it  with  the 
speech  which  follows  the  other  papers. 

(From  the  Anti-Slavery  Reporter,  Get.  i,  1858.) 

nie  controversy  which  has  been  raised  by  the  articles  in  the  Tiiues,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  results  of  enia.icipation,  imparts  additional  value  to  the  comnnniicntion 
we  api)end,  which  has  been  addressed  by  His  Excellency  Governor  Ilincks,  of 
Bavbadoes,  to  Mr.  Charles  Tappan,of  New  York,  giving  the  result  of  his  obser- 
vation and  exjierience  of  the  labouring  population  of  our  West  India  Colonies.  We 
leave  the  letter  to  speak  for  itself  : 

BARBADOES. 

"  My  Dear  Sir, — I  willingly  comply  with  your  request  that  I  should  communi- 
cate to  you  the  opinions  I  have  formed  as  to  the  results  of  the  abolition  of  Slavery 
in  the  I'.ritish  West  Indies,  as  well  in  their  bearing  on  the  civilization  of  the 
emancipated  classes,  as  on  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Colonies.  I  do  tliis  the 
more  readily,  because,  being  thoroughly  persu.ided  that  most  erroneous  ojiinions 
on  this  important  subject  prevail  generally  both  in  Europe  and  America,  1  think 
that  every  jiossible  assistance  sliould  be  given  to  those  who  take  the  trouble  to 
enquire  into  the  actual  condition  of  these  Colonies. 

"  The  errors  to  which  I  shall  more  especially  advert  are,  first,  the  assertion  that 
slave  labour  is  cheai)er  than  free  ;  second,  the  charge  of  habitual  indolence  ad- 
vanced against  the  Cieoles  of  African  descent  which  has  led,  it  is  allegeil,  to  the 
abandonment  of  the  sugar  estates  and  the  consequent  ruin  of  the  proprietors. 

"  On  the  first  point,  viz.  the  comparative  cost  of  free  and  slave  labour,  I  believe 
that  little,  if  any,  difference  of  opinion  prevails  among  the  jiroprietors  of  this  island. 
It  is,  however,  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  W'est  India  jilanters  have  more  than 
once  since  the  period  of  emancipation,  made  formal  complaints  to  the  Iiiii>erial 
Parliament,  founded  on  their  inability  to  compete  in  the  production  of  sugar  by 
free  labour  with  the  slave  labour  of  foreign  countries. 

"  The  object  of  the  complainants,  doubtless,  was  to  obtain  a  continuance  of  the 
protective  duties  then  levied  upon  foreign  sugars.  I  can,  however,  state  with  con- 
fidence, that  many,  who  at  one  time  held  the  opinion  that  the  increased  i)roduction 
of  sugar  in  Cuba  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  cheapness  of  slave  labour  have  long 
since  discovered  their  error.  For  my  own  part,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  Cuba  is  to  be  mainly  attributed  to  its  rich  virgin  soil,  on  which 
ratooning  can  be  carried  on  for  many  years  with  little  labour.     Land  in  that  island 
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is  abundant  and  cheap,  and  labour  is  in  great  demand  for  clearing  and  preparing  it 
for  cultivation.  It  must  i)e  l)orne  in  mind  that  field  labour  is  but  one  item  among 
many  in  the  cost  of  producing  sugar.  Other  items,  such  as  the  maintenance  of 
stock,  lum1x;r,  manure,  expenses  of  management,  skilled  workmen,  casks,  etc., 
must  all  be  taken  into  account,  and  will  be  found  to  cost  even  more  tlian  the 
labour.  Hut  the  most  important  item,  perhaps,  is  the  interest  on  invested  capital. 
The  expenses  of  a  Harbadoes  estate  capable  of  making  two  hundred  hogsheads  of 
sugar,  on  an  average,  may  be  stated  as  follows  : — 

"  Labour  in  the  field  and  boiling  house   ;^i2oo  sterling. 

'•  Other  items  mentioned  above 1 500 

"  Interest  on  capital  8  per  cent  on_;/J 30,000  sterling 2400 


"Tlie  foregoing  is  a  very  full  (I  think  an  exaggerated)  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
labour  and  other  expenses,  but  the  interest  is  not  excessive.  Money  so  invested 
oui^lit  to  yield  eight  per  cent.,  and  the  jirice  cstmiated  (30,000/.)  for  an  estate  cap- 
able of  yielding  two  hundred  hogsheads,  is  below  that  at  which  late  sales  have 
Ix'en  made.  The  estimate  of  labour  and  other  ex))enses  is  based  upon  one  fur- 
nished by  two  agricultural  .societies  in  this  island,  some  years  ago  ;  but  I  shall  have 
occasion,  before  1  close  this  letter,  to  furni.^h  you  with  the  actual  cost  of  laboui-  on 
a  well-managed  estate,  which  shews  it  to  be  only  4/  per  hogshead.  The  other 
expenses  ought,  I  think,  to  be  reduced  to  twenty  per  cent.  It  is  desirable  that  you 
should  clearly  understand  the  proportion  which  field  labour  bears  to  the  total  cost 
of  a  hogshead  of  sugar.  I  have  made  many  inquiries  as  to  the  relative  cost  of  pro- 
duction in  other  colonies  in  lis  government,  w'hich  comprises  Barbadoes,  St.  Vin- 
cent. Ciienada,  St.  Lucia  ana  Tobago.  The  rate  of  wages  is  about  the  same  in 
all,  excejit  Tobngo,  where  it  is  ratlier  less.  It  varies  from  tenpenceto  one  shilling 
for  nun,  seven  pfnce-half|ienny  to  ten  pence  for  women,  and  sixpence  fur  clnldien. 
Task  work  prevails  generally  in  this  island.  The  wages  are  not  higher  in  any  of 
the  I,eeward  islands  and  in  some  of  them  they  are  lower.  In  Hritish  Ouiana  and 
Trinidad  waues  are  considerably  higher  than  in  the  other  Colonies,  and  the  demand 
for  labour  is  increasing.  I  do  not  lielieve  that  in  any  of  the  other  Colonies,  estates 
are  worth  anything  like  what  they  are  in  Barbadoes,  and  consequently  they  could 
all  atTord  to  give  a  much  higher  rate  of  wages.  In  Trinidad,  as  in  Cuba,  unculti- 
vated land  can  be  obtained  from  Government  at  a  very  moderate  price.  The  value 
of  the  products  of  a  sugar  estate,  the  expense  of  which  I  have  slated  above,  may 
be  estimated  as  follows  :  Two  hundred  hogshead>of  sugar,  averaging  fifteen  hun- 
dred weigl.t  net  in  England,  at  25/.,  5000/.  ;  rum,  molasses,  and  ])rovisions,  850/. ; 
total  5840/.  sterlinji.  You  wdl  perceive  that  wages  might  be  considerably  increased 
at  present  prices,  without  real  estate  experiencing  any  material  decline.  Such  is 
the  result  of  the  cultivation  of  sugar  by  free  labour. 

"  Property,  I  need  scarcely  observe,  has  advanced  in  this  island  much  beyond  its 
value  in  the  time  of  Slavery.  But  what  I  desire  to  impress  chiefly  upon  you  is,  that 
when  rich  land,  adapted  to  sugar  cultivation,  can  be  obtained  cheap,  as  in  Trinidad 
and  Cuba,  the  price  of  labour  is  of  secondary  importance.     Every  efToit  will  be 
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used  to  ol)tnin  Inbour  at  any  prici ,  and,  wiihcqiinl  fncilitics  for  pelling  to  market, 
the  old  |ilanlatinns  could  no  mo  e  com]wte  with  the  new  ones  tlian  your  lands  in 
New  r.ngland  with  the  rich  vir  ,in  soils  of  the  Mississippi  N'alley. 

"  I  liave  but  little  means  o*  comparing  the  present  cost  of  slave  and  free  labour. 
I  have  no  doubt,  however,  fi  ■.)m  what  I  have  heard,  that  the  slaves  in  Cuba  are 
worked  much  harder  than  the>  were  in  the  liritish  West  Indies,  or  than  they  now 
are  in  the  United  States.  The  fairest  test,  perhaps,  of  the  coniiiarative  cost  of 
slave  and  free  labour,  is  to  compare  the  wapes  paid  to  the  free  lalxnirer  with  the 
rote  demanded  by  those  who  let  out  slaves  for  hire.  The  o«  ners  of  slaves  in  Cuba 
are  in  the  habit  of  hiring'  them  in^jangs,  and  I  understand  that  the  rate  some  years 
aj;().  when  su{jar  was  much  lower  in  price,  was  17  dollars  per  month,  which  allow- 
ing; twenty-six  working  days,  would  be  sixty-five  cents  ]ier  day,  a  rate  far  exceed- 
ing,' the  price  of  free  labour  in  any  of  the  Hriti^h  Colonies.  I  am  not  certain 
wluther  the  food  is  provided  by  the  owner,  or  hy  the  persons  hiring  the  slaves.  On 
these  points  I  shall  have  further  information  ere  long,  but,  as  you  intend  to  visit 
Havana,  you  will  be  able  to  make  inriiiiries  on  the  spot. 

"As  to  the  relative  cost  of  slave  and  free  labour  in  this  colony,  I  can  sup])ly 
you  with  (acts,  on  which  the  most  imjilicit  reliance  may  be  placed.  They  have 
been  furnished  to  me  by  the  ]>roprietor  of  an  estate  containing  three  hundred  acres 
of  land,  and  situated  at  a  distance  of  about  twelve  miles  from  the  shii)ping  port. 
The  estate  refern  d  to  produced  during  Slavery  e(|ual,  on  an  avero;,e,  to  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  hogshead';  of  suuar  of  the  present  wtiglt,  and  required  two  hundred 
and  tliirty  slaves.  It  is  now  worked  by  ninety  free  labourers,  sixty  adults,  and 
thiity  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  Its  average  product  during  the  last  seven  years 
has  been  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  hogsheads.  The  total  cost  of  labour  has 
been  770/.  l6s,,  or  3/  IQS.  2d.  \vr  hogshead  f)f  seventeen  hundred  pounds.  To 
estimate  the  cost  of  slave  labour,  the  value  of  two  hundred  aad  thirty  slaves  must 
Ix-  ascertained  ;  and  I  place  them  at  what  would  have  been  a  low  average,  50/. 
sterling  each,  which  would  make  the  entire  stock  amount  to  11,500/.  This,  at 
six  ])er  cent,  interest,  which  on  such  pro]ierty  is  much  too  low  an  estimate,  would 
give  690/.  ;  cost  of  clothing,  food,  and  medical  attendance,  I  estimate  at  3/.  tos., 
making  805/.,  total  cost,  1495/.,  °''  'o'  '^^-  P'"''  hogshead,  while  the  cost  of  free 
labour  on  the  same  estate  is  under  4/.  The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  slaves  is  a 
point  on  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  reliable  information.  The  highest 
estimate  I  have  had  is  8/.,  the  lowest  3/.  It  is  a  point  of  no  importance  now  as 
far  as  these  Colonies  are  concerned,  but  in  comparing  the  cost  of  free  labour  with 
slave  labour  in  the  jnesent  day  it  is  desirable  to  be  accurate.  I  have  been  told 
that  the  average  cost  in  Cuba  is  30  dollars  ]ier  annum  ;  and,  if  so,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  this,  added  to  the  interest  on  the  value  of  the  slaves,  would  bring  up 
the  cost  of  labour  to  a  much  higher  price  than  that  given  for  free  labour  in  any  of 
the  British  Colonies.  I  need  scarcely  remind  you  that  the  cost  per  head  of  slaves 
must  1)e  calculated  on  the  entire  population,  men,  women,  and  children,  a  con- 
siderable percentage  of  which  will  furnish  no  labour  in  return. 

"  It  may  interest  you  to  know  the  comparative  value  of  property  in  this  island 
during  slavery  and  freedom.  The  estate  just  referred  to,  containing  300  acres  of 
land  was  worth  during  slavery  50/.  per  acre,  or  15,000/. ;  and  I  have  estimated 


384 


UEMINISCENCES   IN   THE   LIKE   (/F 


the  slaves  round  at  50/.  each,\vliich  would  be  11,500/.  I  am  not  aware  what  tiie 
CdiiiiiLiisatioii  money  amuunlcd  to  jier  hcml  in  liarl)a(Iocs  ;  but  I  liavc  no  doubt 
to  30/.  at  least.  After  the  award  of  compensation  for  the  slaves  the  estate  was 
sold  during  the  ajiprenticeship  for  15,000/.,  and  was  ]iurchasc'd  a  few  years  ii(,'(j  by 
the  present  proprietor  for  30,000/,  whirl)  price  I  have  no  doubt  he  could  (jinain 
for  ii  at  any  moment.  It  isjiroper  that  I  should  add  that  I  have  taken  the  estate, 
regarding  which  I  have  furiv ..lied  you  with  the  foregoing  particulars,  furnishing  a 
fair  illustrr.lion  of  the  com])arativo  productiveness  and  cost  of  cultivation  duiing 
slavery  and  Ireedom.  I  could  multii>ly  instances  in  which  there  have  been  simdar 
results. 

' '  I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  complaint  against  the  Creoles  nf 
African  descent  that  they  are  indolent,  nwd  th.at  they  have  abandoned  the  sugar  plant- 
ations. This  is  a  subject  involved  in  aiucii  t'.reater  difficulty  than  the  one  whicii  I 
have  already  treated.  I  admit  that  the  planters  generally  in  several  of  the  Hriti>li 
Colonies  would  vehemently  maintain  the  correctness  of  this  charge.  I  am,  however, 
bound  to  affirm  that,  after  a  most  patient  investigation,  I  have  been  unable  to 
arrive  at  such  a  conclusion.  There  i-ino  doubt  that  the  condition  of  the  labouring 
classes  ought  to  be  worse  in  Rarbadoes  than  in  any  of  the  other  Colonies.  In  Har- 
badoes,  land  is  exorbitantly  dear,  being  worth,  in  small  quantities,  from  400 
dollars  to  600  dollars  per  acre.  Wages  are  from  tenpence  to  one  shilling  per  day, 
as  I  have  already  stated.  There  are  only  five  working  days  in  the  week,  except 
during  crop  time.  With  all  these  disadvantages,  the  proprietors  in  thisi-land, 
holding  less  than  five  acres  of  land,  increased  in  sixteen  years  from  about  iioo  to 
3537.  I  doubt  much  whether  such  a  proof  of  industrious  habits  coulil  be  furnished 
with  regard  to  a  similar  class  of  labourers  in  any  other  country  in  the  world.  I 
adduce  the  above  remarkable  fact  to  prove  that  in  this  island  there  has  been  no 
want  of  industry  on  the  part  of  the  Creoles  of  African  descent.  I  think  that  in 
those  colonies  in  which  the  sugar  estates  have  been  partially  abandoned,  we  must 
look  to  other  causes  than  the  indolence  of  the  labourers.  In  all  those  colonies 
land  is  abundant,  and  comparatively  cheap,  and  1  need  not  remind  any  one 
acquainted  with  the  settlement  of  land  in  America,  whether  in  the  United  States 
or  the  Hritish  Provinces,  that  where  land  is  cheap  and  abundant,  labour  will  be 
dear  and  scarce.  The  poor  Irish  immigrant  pursues  exactly  the  same  course  in  Can- 
ada which  the  Creole  of  African  descent  does  in  Cuiana  or  Trinidad.  He  endea- 
vours to  get  land  of  his  own,  and  to  become  a  proprietor  instead  of  a  labourer. 

Unfortunately,  the  planters  have  never  adopted  a  policy  calculated  to  retain  the 
Creoles  on  their  plantations.  Such,  at  least,  is  my  opinion.  A  West  Indian 
planter  follows  two  occupations;  he  is  an  extensive  agriculturist,  and  likewise  a 
manufacturer.  In  these  capacities  he  requires  a  considerable  capital  to  enable  him 
to  succeed.  I  believe  that  the  most  profitable  employment  for  labour  in  the  West 
Indies  is  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane,  especially  if  prices,  any  thing  like  the 
present,  should  be  maintained.  What,  then,  have  been  the  inducements  held  out 
to  the  labourers  to  work  upon  the  sugar  plantations  ?  In  Barbadoes  I  have 
explained  already  that  wages  have  ranijed  from  tenpence  to  one  shilling  per  task 
and  that  rate  prevails  generally,  with  the  exception  of  Guiana  and  Trinidad.  In 
addition  to  these  wages,  a  small  allotment  of  land  is  usually  given,  but  on  a  most 
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uncertain  tenure.     The  l.nlioiirer  may  Iw  ejected  n(  any  time  on  a  few  days'  notice, 
anil  he  is  siil)jecte<l   to  penalties  for  not  woikinjj  on  the  estate.     I  am  fully  con, 
vinced  that  the  abandonment  of  the  estates  is  owing  more  to  the  tei  ure,  on  whicl' 
alone  the  i)lanters  would  lease  laml,  than  to  any  other  cause.     It  would  have  hceti 
a  wise  |)olicy  for  a  ])ro|)rictor  to  have  given  leases  of  small  allotments  in  perjictuity, 
redeemable  by  the  full  payment  of  the  capital.     It  would  have  been  the  common 
interest  of  the  labourer  and   jiroprietor  that    such    land  shoidd  be  cultivated,  in 
canes,  which  the  tenant  would  necessarily  have  to  bring  to  the  mill  of  the  jiropiie- 
tor,  and  this  would  have  tende<l  to  keep  up  a  good  understanding.     Liberal  w;igfs 
would  have  induced  such  tenants  to  labour  on  the  estates,  which  they  could  ea.-,ily 
have  done  without  inteifering   with  their  own  cultivation.     The   rate    of  wages 
should  be  regulated  by  the  price  of  sugar.      If  the  lalxuirers  found  that  when  high 
prices  prevailed  their  wages  were  increased  in  pioporiion,  they  would  willingly 
submit  to  reduction  during  a  period  of  low  prices.     The  experience  in  some  Colon- 
ies, I  regret  to  say,  has  been  that  wages  have  been  re<luced  when  the  price  of  sugar 
has  been  low,  but  there  has  been  no  disjxisition  to  increase  them  in  times  of  ])ros- 
perity.     It  seems  almost   incomi)rehensible  that  labour  should   be  diverted  to  so 
great  an  extent  in  the  Hritish  Colonies  to  the  raising  of  provisions  for  which  there 
is  but  a  limited  market,  when  it  could  be   so  much  more  profitably  employed  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  cane.     The  cause,  however,  can  only  be  assigned  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  inducements  held  out  to  the  labouring  classes.     My  belief  is, 
that  whenever  sufficient  inducements  are  offered,  l.ibour  can  be  obtained.     I  am 
not,  however,  of  opinion  that  high  wages  constitute  the  best  kind  of  inducement. 
On  the  contrary,  looking  to  the  nature  of  the  demand  for  labour,  which  during 
the  reaping  and  manufacture  of  the  crop  is   much  greater  than  at  any  other  time, 
I  think  that  the  true  policy  would  be  to  encourage  the  industrious  classes  to  com- 
bine laf'our  on  their  own  account  with  labour  for  the  proprietors.     The  encourage- 
ment, which  I  believe  would  be  sufficient,  wouhl  be   the  concession  of  small  allot- 
ments of  land  at  fair  rents,  but  on  such  a  tenure  as  would  render  the  labourer  in- 
cle|x;ndent.     It  may  be  said,  that,  if  so  situated,  he  would  refuse  to  work  for  hire. 
Kut  if,  as  I  contend,  the  most  valuable  agricultural  product  is  the  sugar  cane,  the 
proprietor  would  be  able  to   hold  out  a  sufl'icient  inducement  to  his  tenants  to 
labour,  by  furnishing  them    with  facilities  for  the  manufacture  of  their  croj) ;  and 
even  viewing  the  case  in  the  worst  point  of  view  for  the  proprietor,  he  would  get 
an  ample  rent  for  his  land.     I  ascribe  the  indolence  of  the  Creole  labourers,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  the  nature  of  their  pursuits.     They  have  not  l.ieen  enabled  to  raise 
on  their  own  account  any  product  for  which  there  is  any  export  demand.     They 
have  chiefly  been  engaged  in  the  raising  of  provisions,  for  which   there  is   only  a 
local  sale,  and  as  increased  production  would  cause  a  decline  in  price,  there  is  no 
inducement  to  industry. 

"  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  capitalists  and  labourers  would  have  long 
since  come  to  a  satisfactory  understanding  as  to  the  terms  on  which  the  cultiv.a- 
tion  of  the  cane  should  be  carried  on,  but  for  the  facilities  afforded  to  the  former 
of  obtaining  labour  by  immigration  from  other  countries.  The  effect  of  immigra- 
tion has  been  to  render  the  proprietor  to-day  more  independent  of  Creole  labour 
and  less  willing  to  offer  the  necessary  inducements.     There  is  at  present  a  very 


nlff" 


II 


yi!!i 


Miy 


38G 


KKMINUSCKNCES  IN  THK  LIFK  OF 


active  (1enian<l  for  labour,  owing  to  the  liii;!)  prices  of  sugar,  which  have  recently 
jirevaileil,  and  in  several  of  tlie  colonies,  princiiially  Mrilish  Ciuiana  anil  'I'rinidai!, 
it  wouhl,  I  presume,  be  impossible  to  supply  it  from  the  native  |io|ntlation.  lie- 
lieviii;4,  as  I  have  reason  ;o  do,  tiiat  there  is  no  prolabilily  of  any  extensive  immi- 
gration from  Africa  to  the  West  Indies,  and  that,  for  many  reasons,  Coolie 
immigration  shoulil  be  avciile<l,  if  possible,  my  earnest  desire  would  l)e  a  plan  by 
wliicli  free  negroes  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  could  be  niduced  to  settle 
in  tiie  West  Indies.  It  is,  however,  vain  for  the  planters  to  look  for  immigration 
from  America,  unless  they  lilVer  much  greater  induceuieuls  than  they  have  ever  yet 
done.  Cheap  land  on  a  satisfactory  tenure,  combined  with  fair  wages,  would,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  ojierate  as  an  encouragement  to  the  free  negroes  of  America 
to  emigrate,  as  they  would  find  the  climate  uuich  more  suitable  to  them  than  the 
Nortliern  States,  or  Canada.  The  rate  of  wages  ought  to  be  l.f.  Gi.  per  task  ;  and 
I  may  ol):-.Mve,  that  an  ordinary  task  can  be  linisiied  with  ease  by  an  able  bodii'd 
man  l)y  noon  ;  so  tliat  the  rate  of  wages  is  really  higher  in  the  West  Indies  than 
wouKl  be  supposed  from  its  nominal  rate,  liut  it  should  be  rigidly  insisted  on,  as 
a  condition  to  any  system  of  immigration,  that  land  from  one-half  an  acre  to  two 
acres,  according  to  the  mimberina  lamily,  should  lie  leased  in  perpetuity  at  a  rent 
cijual  to  six  per  cent,  on  tiie  value,  and  that  the  tenant  should  have  the  option  of 
becoming  the  purchaser  by  paying  up  the  cajiital.  I  am  unaware  of  the  value  of  land 
in  (aiiana,  but  in  any  ofthe  other  Colonies  25/.  per  acre  for  land  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  sugar  works  would  l)e  a  high  rale.  In  scime  Colonies,  it  should  be  less. 
Whether  such  inducements  would  be  sufficient  to  direct  the  emigration  ofthe  free 
negroes  from  tiie  United  .States  to  the  West  Indies  I  am  unable  to  say,  but  less, 
I  am  convinced,  need  not  be  otVereil.  The  jjreceding  remarks  ap|>ly  chiclly  to  those 
points  afl'ccling  the  interests  ofthe  planters. 

"  In  this  island  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  emancipation  has  been  a 
great  boon  to  all  cl.isses.  iieal  estates  have  increased  in  price,  and  are  a  more  cer- 
tain and  advantageous  investment  than  in  the  time  of  slavery  ;  the  estates  are  much 
better  and  more  economically  cultivated,  and  the  proprietors  are,  I  am  inclineil  to 
think,  ])erfectly  contented.  In  other  Colonies,  the  proprietors  have  sutfered  from  a 
variety  of  causes.  It  would  be  unjust  to  blame  them  for  not  having  adopted  a 
wiser  policy  towaril  the  labouring  classes.  They,  as  a  general  rule,  meant  to  act 
liberally,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  l)elieve  that  they  have  been  treated  with  inj;rati- 
tude.  lam,  nevertheless,  convinced  that  the  labouring  classes  have  been  blamed 
without  cause.  The  tenure  of  land  (a  tenancy  at  will)  on  the  estates  has  driven 
the  labourers  from  them  ;  they  have  purchased  or  leased  land  elsewhere,  it  being 
chea|)  and  abundant,  and  there  has  not  been  an  adequate  inducement  in  the  form 
of  wages  olTered  to  them  by  the  estates.  The  m.ajority  of  the  proprietors  were 
overwhelmed  with  debt  at  the  period  of  emancii)ation,  the  value  of  property  had 
been  much  too  high,  and  these  causes,  combined  with  the  reduction  ofthe  price  of 
sugar,  have  produced  much  individual  distress.  It  has  been  a  most  serious  evil, 
too,  that  so  many  West-Indian  proprietors  have  been  non-residents.  The  evil, 
however,  will  care  itself  in  time.  rrop;.rty  has  been  changing  hands  of  late,  and 
eventually  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  proprietors  generally  will  live  on  their  own 
estates,  and  save  the  heavy  expense  of  management. 
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"  With  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  African  race,  I  can  answer  your  queries 
with  unmixed  satisfaction,  and  with  the  conviction  tiiat  there  will  be  little,  if  any, 
dilTerence  of  opinion  aniont;  well-informed  persiins  on  that  sulject.  'I'lu'  inijirove- 
nient  which  has  taken  place  in  the  relij^ious  condition  iif  the  people  of  all  classes, 
and  the  jtrogress  of  education,  are  i[uite  eiiual  to  what  could  reasonably  have  luen 
expected.  The  Creoles  are  ailvancing  rapidly  in  civilization.  You  have  yoiirsidf 
made  the  acquaintance  of  men  who  were  formerly  slaves,  and  who  are  now  in 
independent  circumstances,  and  enjoying;  a  large  share  of  i)ublic  respect.  Hut  the 
very  causes  which  have  led  to  the  great  prosperity  of  tlie  planters  of  Marbadoes 
have  been  to  a  considerable  extent  unfavourable  to  the  labouring  classes.  If  any 
of  that  class  in  the  British  West  Indies  had  cause  to  conqdain,  it  would  be  in  tliis 
island  ;  and  it  may  In;  observed  that  they  can  emigrate  in  a  very  few  hours,  and 
at  very  little  expense,  to  Colonies  where  land  is  both  abundant  and  cheap,  and 
where  higher  wages  prevail. 

"  I  shall  now  proceed  to  notice  a  fe\>  points  referred  to  in  your  printed  ([uerics, 
which  I  have  ni)t  hail  occasiim  to  touch  on.  It  is  impossible  to  compare  the 
present  statistics  of  crime  with  those  during  slavery,  when  the  great  bulk  of  our 
ordinary  oflences,  petty  thefts  and  assaults,  wore  summarily  punished  by  the 
managers  and  overseers  of  estates.  You  have  had  an  iqiportunity  of  satisl)  ing 
your.self  that  the  otVences  on  tiiis  island  are  not  of  an  aggravated  character.  That 
there  is  much  greater  security  for  person  and  property  now  than  there  was  during 
slavery  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt. 

"  In  Harbadoes  there  is  a  complete  separation  between  rent  and  wages,  whioii  is 
clearly  the  wisest  policy  ;  but  I  fear  that  this  island  is  an  excejition  to  theCidouies 
generally.  Klsewhere,  as  1  have  already  explained,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
leave  small  allotments  from  one  half  an  acre  to  one  or  even  two  acres  on  suikr- 
ance,  no  rent  being  charged,  if  contiiuu)Us  labour  were  given.  Rent  was  ma<le  a 
sort  of  line  for  not  labouring,  and,  in  case  of  disjuite,  summary  ejectment  followed, 
the  labourer  having  to  remove  his  house  and  crops,  or  sell  them  at  great  ilis- 
advantage.  This  wretched  system,  1  lirmly  believe,  has  led  to  the  abandonment 
of  the  estates  in  those  Colonies  wheie  laiul  could  be  obtained  on  a  dilTerent  tenure, 
and,  generally  speaking,  there  is  no  dilliculty  in  procuring  it.  In  all  Colonies  tlie 
labourers  have  al)undant  time  to  cultivate  their  own  grounds  ;  indeed,  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  hard  work  performed  by  any  class  of  tiie  population,  fiom  the 
highest  to  the  lowest. 

"There  are  no  taxes  peculiarly  affecting  the  labourers.  The  elective  franchise 
is  generally  high,  but  there  are  no  class  distinctions.  The  ]irejudices  about  colour 
are,  1  think,  fast  dying  away.  Strangers  are  apt  to  exaggerate  the  social  (lisiinc- 
tiuns,  and  to  attribute  to  the  prejudices  regarding  race  or  colour  what  proceeds 
from  entirely  diflerent  causes.  The  classes  of  society  are  more  marked  in  ths 
West  Indies  than  they  are  in  America. 

*'  As  in  lingland,  there  have  been  in  the  West  Indies  a  wealthy  class  of  landed 
proprietors,  on  which  the  masses,  who  are  mere  labourers,  depend  for  enqjloyment. 
There  is  also,  as  in  England,  a  middle  class,  consisting  of  the  smaller  proprietors, 
traders  and  mechanics.  Tiiis  last-named  class  in  Barbadoes  is  intelligent  and 
active,  and  is  striving  to  atiruii  political  power  and  advancement.     You  will  find 
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that  the  higher  class  in  Barbadoes  is  generally  white,  the  middling  class  coloured, 
and  the  labouring  black.  There  are,  of  course,  exceptions  to  this  remark.  There 
are  very  poor  whites,  and  wealthy  men  of  colour  and  of  unmixed  African  descent, 
and  many  of  all  shades  in  the  middle  class.  In  some  of  the  other  Colonies,  the 
higiier  class  has  almost  disappeared,  owing  to  absenteeism  and  other  causes,  and 
you  will  therefore  find  more  persons  of  colour  in  a  higher  social  position  in  those 
Colonies  than  in  Barbadoes. 

*'  The  opinions  which  I  liave  expressed  in  this  letter  have  been  formed  after 
patient  and  impartial  inquiry,  and  are  sincerely  held.  I  am  bound,  however,  to 
add,  that  few  of  the  planters  would  admit  that  I  have  assigned  correct  reasons  for 
the  abandonment  of  the  estates  by  the  labourers.  I  wish  very  much  that  the 
experiment  could  be  tried  of  cultivating  an  estate  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
which  i  have  laid  down. 

"  Meanwhile,  it  is  sufficient  for  me  further  to  observe,  that  it  is  generally 
admitted  that  the  negro  understands  his  own  interest,  and  if,  as  all  agree,  the 
most  piofitable  cultivation  in  these  islands  is  that  of  the  sugar  cane,  it  must  follow 
that  the  Creole  would  pursue  that  branch  of  industry,  if  sufficieni  inducements 
were  held  out  to  him.  1  maintain,  that  wherever  those  inducements  are  otTered, 
he  invariably  does  labmr  at  cane  cultivation. 

"  Believe  me,  dear  Sir, 

"Yours,  very  truly, 

"FRANCIS  HINCKS." 
"Charles  Tappan,  Esq." 


Bridge-town  : 

Saturday,  November  13,  1858. 

We  continue  the  publication  of  Mr.  Ilincks'  letter  this  evening — our  publisher 
not  having  been  able  to  get  the  whole  of  it  in  on  Saturday.  We  are  not  singular 
in  01.  ■  opinion  that  it  is  an  able  and  interesting  document,  though  we  know  we 
shall  not  have  so  many  to  agree  with  us  in  thinking  that  his  Excellency's  views 
are  in  the  main  correct.  His  Excellency  himself  is  avowedly  prepared  for  non- 
concurrence  m  his  views  among  a  considerable  section  of  the  Planters,  who  are 
hardly  likely  to  admit— at  least  for  some  time  to  come — that  their  policy  has  been, 
in  many  respects,  a  mistaken  one,  and  that  they  have  brought  many  of  their 
difficulties  upon  themselves.  We  are  not  without  the  hope  that  the  time  will  come 
when  matiy  if  not  most  or  all  West  Indian  planters  will  see  this,  as  some  do 
already,  and  by  adopting  a  line  of  policy  with  respect  to  their  labourers  more 
suited  to  an  entirely  free  system — one  which  is  or  ought  to  be  equally  a  free 
system  for  labourer  as  for  planter — lay  the  foundation  of  a  prosperity  mutually 
promotive  of  each  other's  interests  and  contributing  to  the  happiness  and  the  social 
advancement  of  all. 

His  Excellency's  views  do  not  so  much  affect  the  planters  of  Barbadoes,  where 
he  admits  a  better  system  prevails  than  in  the  other  Islands  of  his  Governm*  nt,  as 
they  do  West  India  planters  generally.     We  say  generally — for  although  his  own 
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personal  observations  extend  only  to  the  Islands  of  his  own  (jovernment,  he  has 
evidc-ntly  made  extensive  enquiries  as  to  the  results  of  emancipation  throiitiliout 
the  whole  West  Indies,  from  Jamaica  to  Barbadoes.  Nay,  more,  availing  himself 
of  tliose  fiicil  ties  for  acquirin-j  accurate  information  which  his  position  as  the 
Governor-Geneial  of  a  leading  West  India  Colony  doubtless  affords  him,  he  has 
extended  his  enquiries  to  the  Foreign  Islands,  more  particularly  those  in  which 
slavery  still  prevails  ;  and  he  has  instituted  a  comparison  between  the  cost  of  free 
labour  and  slave,  and  between  the  rela.ive  advantages  of  a  free  and  a  slave  system, 
which  has  resulted  distinctly  in  the  opinion  that  free  labour  is  cheaper  than  slave, 
and  that  emancipation  in  the  Hritish  Islands  has  been  a  deci<led  success.  It  is 
true  that  we  in  this  island  have  long  since  come  to  this  conclusion  from  our  own 
practical  experience.  It  is  true  that  in  Jamaica  the  planters  now  avow  that  they 
do  not  fear  competition  with  slavery  and  that  if  they  can  but  succeed  in  their 
efforts  to  bring  about  the  sup]iression  of  the  Cuban  Slave  Trade  and  to  obtain 
immigrants,  they  have  every  hope  that  Jamaica,  which  has  seen  the  worst  as 
regards  competition  with  existing  slave  systems  in  foreign  countries,  and  no  longer 
fears  them,  will  l)egin  to  resume  her  W(3nted  position  as  tj-.e  Queen  uf  the  Anlilks. 
It  is  true  that  in  most  ]iarts  of  the  Hritish  West  Indies  our  free  system  is  now 
looked  on  or  is  beginning  to  be  looked  on  as  a  success,  and  a  buoyancy  is  exhiliited 
in  (|uarters  where  hitherto  nothing  but  de])ression  has  prevailed.  St  II  the 
testimony  of  a  Governor-Cleneral  of  Mr.  Ilincks"  great  abilities  and  prolonged 
colonial  experience,  after  a  residence  of  nearly  three  years  in  the  West  Indies, 
must  be  considered  as  most  valuable,  and  must  help  inateiially  to  settle  the 
question  still  in  some  quarters  agitated,  after  twenty  live  years  emancipatiun,  as 
to  its  success  or  non-success.  We  are  not  to  forget  thit,  however  West  India 
planters  may  now  accept  a  free  system  as  a  necessity,  and  even  acknowledge  its 
superiority  in  every  respect  to  a  system  of  coercion — however  the  British  public 
generally  may  be  persuaded  that,  notwithstanding  much  individual  distress 
unavoidable  in  such  a  transition,  emancipation  has  proved  a  real  boon  to  all 
classes — we  must  not,  we  rejieat,  forget  that  there  are  still  three  existing  strong- 
holds of  slavery,  to  none  of  which  has  the  conviction  yet  reached  that  a  free 
labour  system  is  cheaper  and  better  than  a  slave  system. 

With  a  truly  American  discernment  of  the  real  strength  of  the  American 
slave  system  and  a  more  than  American  discernment  of  the  weak  jioint  in  that 
hitherto  invulnerable  Achilles  of  slavery,  the  worthy  old  gentleman  from  New 
York,  Mr.  Charles  Tappan,  who  paid  us  a  visit  some  months  ago  and  tickled  us 
all  so  much  by  his  encomia  on  Harhadoes,  aimed  at  proving  to  his  slavediolding 
brethren  of  the  South  the  great  fact  which — ci/u-  /»V7i',i,  would  operate,  he  knew, 
so  potentially  on  the  American  mind— that  emancipation  was  a  tiling  that  would 
ptty !  By  a  series  of  queries  of  a  most  direct  and  searching  character,  which  he 
extensively  distributed,  and  to  which  we  believe  he  received  ready  responses  from 
many  of  those  who  were  capable  of  affording  the  requisite  information,  he  has 
elicited,  we  have  no  doubt,  a  mass  of  information  of  the  most  interesting  and 
valuable  kind.  We  had  the  pleasure  on  more  than  one  occasion  of  meeting  Mr. 
Tappan,  and  received  from  him  a  copy  of  his  queries,  to  which  we  should  have 
readily  replied  if  we  had  not  felt  that,  whatever  we  might  know  of  the  free 
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labour  ■iystem  in  the  midst  of  which  we  had  j^rown  i;p,  we  were  too  young  to 
know  much  practically  of  slavery,  and  that  even  what  we  did  see  of  it  was  at  a 
period  when  many  of  its  evils  had  been  mudified  in  anticii^ation  of  approaching 
emancipation.  We  do  not  know  if  Mr.  Tappan  has  published  a  book,  as  it  was 
said  he  intended  to  do,  embodying  the  results  of  his  enquiries  anil  detailing  the 
mass  of  information  he  ha;;  obtained.  liut,  whether  he  has  done  or  intends  to  do 
this,  we  cannot  but  think  he  has  acted  wisely  in  giving  to  the  world,  in  a  separate 
form,  Mr.  Ilincks'  admirable  letter;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  opinions 
of  a  statesman  of  M.  Ilincks'  ability  and  reputation — su  well  and  so  favourably 
known  as  he  is  throughout  America — will  carry  weight  with  it  in  the  minds  of 
American  statesmen  of  many— perhaps  all — siiades  of  opinion,  and  will  have  an 
important  bearing  on  this  all-absorbing  question  of  American  politics.  So  long 
as  American  slavery  lasts,  Cuban  and  Brazilian  slavery  will  last  too.  The 
Jamaicans  may  succeed,  and  we  hope  they  will,  in  their  spirited  efforts  to  secure 
the  suppression  of  the  Cuban  slave  trade :  but  Cuban  slavery  will  last  as  long  as 
American  slavery  lasts,  or  we  are  much  mistaken  :  and  so  will  Brazilian  too.  We 
are  not  so  sanguine  as  to  hope  that  even  the  great  argument  which  is  to  destroy 
slavery  throughout  the  world,  viz.,  tiiat  freedom  pays  better  than  slavery,  will 
carry  conviction  to  the  constantly  excited  and  therefore  Kumewhat  unreasoning 
mind  of  the  slaveholder,  without  many  a  bitter  struggle  yet  to  take  place  :  still 
we  hope  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  slavery  shall  be  swept  from  the  world  and 
the  flag  of  Liberty  be  hoisted  ia  every  region  of  the  earth. 

We  cannot  take  leave  of  Mr.  Ilincks'  letter  without  wishing  that  we  could 
agree  with  him  as  to  the  rapid  disappearance  from  amongst  us  of  prejudices 
against  colour.  We  are  sorry  to  express  our  conviction  that  these  prejudices  are 
very  slowly  dying  out  in  liarbadoes  (whatever  may  be  the  case  in  the  other 
Islands),  and  that  not  only  are  they  still  in  operation  to  a  considerable  extent  with 
reierence  to  those  who  have  African  blood  in  their  vains,  but  that  their  influence 
li  painfully  felt  by  those  ivhite  persons  who  have  the  courage  to  associate  with 
their  coloured  and  black  brethren.  We  could  also  wish  that  His  Excellency  was 
mure  favourable  than  he  seems  to  be  to  an  immigration — properly  conducted — for 
those  Islands  which  need  additional  labour.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  the 
more  ilis  Excellency  gives  his  attention  to  this  question,  the  sooner  he  will  be 
convinced  that,  if  the  continued  success  of  emancii)ation  as  regards  the  planters' 
interests  does  not  absolutely  depend  on  it,  his  prosperity  and  the  further  success  of 
emancipa'.ion  generally  will  be  greatly  promoted  by  it. 

My  Lord  Brougham,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen — 

Before  submitting  for  the  consideration  of  this  meeting  the 
testimony  which  I  can  conscientiously  bear  in  favour  of  the  success 
of  the  great  measure  by  which  800,000  of  our  brethren  of  the  African 
race  were  emancipated  from  slavery,  1  must  ask  your  indulgence 
while  I  make  a  few  remarks  of  a  personal  character,  which  will  not 
l)e  altogether  irrelevant  to  the  subject.  Jiidging  from  past  experi- 
ence, 1  think  it  not  improbable  that  some  persons  may  be  inclined 
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to  cavil  at  my  taking  a  part  in  this  meeting.  Wlien  some  eighteen 
months  ago,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Charles  Tappan,  of  lioston, 
giving  him  my  opinion  as  to  the  resiilts  of  emancipation  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  I  was  blamed  by  some, — I  hope  not  by  many, — 
for  omitting  to  guard  against  the  publication  of  my  views  on  the 
subject.  I  felt,  however,  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  however 
objectionable  it  would  be  for  mo  to  take  any  part  in  controversies 
between  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  and  the  West-Indian  proprietors 
on  the  ])oints  at  issue  between  them,  the  question  of  slavery  could 
not  be  looked  upon,  either  in  England  or  in  the  British  West  Indies, 
as  a  party  question.  When  Mr.  Tajjpan  visited  Barbadoes,  to 
collect  information  regarding  its  condition  and  progress,  and  asked 
my  opinions  on  the  subject,  I  gave  them  freely.  When  he  told  me 
that  my  testimony  would  be  of  service  to  the  cause  in  the  United 
States,  and  begged  of  me  to  communicate  to  him  in  writing  what  I 
had  stated  verbally,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  uo  so  ;  and  I  am  here  to- 
day because  I  have  been  told,  both  by  Englishmen  and  Americans, 
that  I  may  do  some  good  to  the  cause  by  ])ublicly  expressing  those 
opinions  which  I  have  freely  stated  in  private.  My  valued  friend, 
Mr.  Charles  Sumner,  the  distinguished  Senator  for  Massachusetts, 
has  more  than  once  within  the  last  few  weeks  impressed  on  me  that 
the  op])onents  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  look  to  us  to  aid  them 
by  disproving  the  allegations  constantly  made,  that  emancipation 
has  been  a  failure.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  I  anticijxite 
that  any  offence  will  be  taken  by  the  West-Indian  proi)rietors  at  my 
taking  a  i)art  in  this  celebration.  They  may  not,  as  a  body,  concur 
in  all  my  opinions,  but  it  is  only  doing  them  justice  to  affirm  that 
they  are  warm  supporters  of  the  abolition  of  slavery.  I  should, 
indeed,  have  hesitated  to  accept  your  invitation  had  I  believed  that 
so  influential  a  body  would  have  been  displeased  at  my  doing  so. 
In  ordv-T  to  remove  any  doubt  as  to  the  views  of  the  West-Indian 
proprietors  on  this  subject,  I  shall  quote  two  short  extracts  from 
journals  generally  supposed  to  express  them: 

The  Demerara  Colonist  says  : — "  Tliere  are  no  persons  in  the  Colony,  and  we 
"  do  not  believe  there  are  any  in  the  whole  of  the  15ritish  West  Indies,  who 
"  wish  to  prove  that  slavery  is  right  and  proper.  We  have  never  met  with  a 
"  single  individual  during  our  residence  in  this  Colony,  who  expressed  even  a 
"  wish  to  see  slavery  restored  again." 

The  Barbados  West- Indian  says: — "Every  friend  to  humanity  must  wish  the 
"  opinion  of  Mr,  Ilincks  to  be  the  right  one.     And  who  can  doubt  it  ?    The 
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"  chnnfje  in  the  coni'ilion  of  the  labouring  pojmlation  of  these  Islamls  was 
**  accomplii-hed  without  violence  of  any  kind,  ami  since  that  chanjje  their  cun- 
"  chtion  has  improved  in  moral  as  well  as  material  respects," 

For  my  own  part,  I   must  state  distinctly  that  I  am  most  anxious 
for  the  success  of  the   West-Indian  proprietors,  believing  tliat  by 
their  success  the  best  interests  of  the  labouring,  as  well  as  all      Iier 
classes  in   those  Colonies,  will   be  promoted,   and  the  abolition  of 
slavery   in  other   countries    secured.       I    advocate   views   which  I 
believe  to  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  proprietors-  indeed 
my  object   is  the  same  as  their's,  as  I  am  most  anxious  to  recover, 
if  possible,  the  Creole  labour,  which,  by  an  unwise  policy,  has  been 
diverted  from  sugar  cultivation  ;  or,   if  that   be  now  impossible,  to 
prevent   the    further  withdrawal   of   that  labour,   which   will    most 
assuredly  take  i)lace  if  the  erroneous  policy  of  the  last  twenty-five 
years  be  continued.     Further,  1  advocate  measures  that  I  can  declare 
conscientiously   I  would  myself  adojjt  if  I  were  a  West-Indian  pro- 
prietor.    Before   I  enter  on  the  subjec  ,   I   must  advert  to  attempts 
which   have   been   made  lo  damage  the  value  of  my   testimony,  by 
representing  that  1  am  Governor  of  Barbadoes,  a  Colony  which  is  in 
exceptional  circumstances  owing  to   the  abundance  of  labour ;  and 
that    I  have  not   that  experience   of  other   Colonies   which  wou'd 
enable  me  to  form  a  correct  opinion.     It  is  certainly  not  very  com- 
plimentary to  one  who  has  been  engaged  for  many  years  in  public 
life,   who  has  taken  an  active   pait  in  the  Government  of  a  great 
Colony  like  Canada,  and   who  has  had  to  deal  with   questions  of 
finance,  of  land,  public  works,  and,  in  fact,  of  all  kinds,  to  be  told 
that  he  is  so  deficient  in  common  sense  as  to  study  the  West-Indian 
labour  question,  without  reference  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
each  Colony.     It    happens,  however,  that    the    Windward  Islands 
Government   embraces    four   islands,    placed   in   wholly    different 
circumstances  from  Barbadoes,  where  immigrant  labour  is  sought 
for,  owing  to  the  gradual   withdrawal  of  Creole  labour  from  sugar 
cultivation,  and  where  snniiar  complaints  have  been  made,  though 
perhaps    not  to  the  same  extent  as   in  Jamaica.     I    wish  it  to  be 
understood  that  I  have  formed  my  opinions  after  full  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances,  not  only  of  every  British  Colony,  regarding  which  I 
could  obtain  information, but  also  of  those  foreign  countries  from  which 
tropical  products  are  obtained,  and  especially  Cuba  and  Louisiana, 
If,  therefore,  my  opinions  are  erroneous,  I  can  claim  no  excuse  on 
the  score  of  ignorance.      With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  shall 
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proceed  to  consider  the  results  of  ein>inci|nition.  1  shall  dwell 
very  hrielly  on  the  niotal  condition  of  the  emancipated  class.  I  am 
iiot  aware  that  much  difference  of  opinion  exists  on  that  subject. 
It  has  been  said,  perhaps  truly,  that  in  some  parts  of  Jkitish  Guiana, 
where  tiie  people  have  settled  in  remote  localities,  they  have 
retrograded,  but  such  cases  are  exceptional.*  Many,  doubtless, 
have  exjjected  too  much,  and  have  not  made  allowance  for  the 
moral  condition  of  a  slave  i)oi)ulation.  In  an  excellent  letter  on  this 
subject,  addressed  to  Mr.  Tajjpan  by  the  Bishop  of  Barbadoes,  his 
lordship  observes — 

"  It  is  .1  common  mistake,  I  tliiiik,  in  revolutions  of  this  kind,  to  look  for 
spewUer  results  of  a  beneficial  character  than  the  nature  of  tilings  admits. 
External  changes  inaugurate  a  new  state  of  things  ;  they  do  not  at  once 
accoinjjlish  it  :  the  seed  is  sown,  but  the  harvest  is  not  yet.  In  regan'  to 
slavery  in  particular,  I  need  not  say  that  its  sequels  are  not  to  be  got  lid  of  in 
one  or  two,  or  even  three  generations,  and  as  yet  we  are  only  in  the  first." 

His  Lordship  takes  a  most  favourable  view  in  the  sequel  of  his 
letter  of  the  progress  made  in  Barbadoes,  and  this  is  confirmed  by 
the  reports  in  the  Blue  Books,  and  by  the  testimony  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Established  Church,  as  well  as  the  various  Missionaries  of 
the  Wesleyans,  United  Brethren,  Baptists,  and  Independents.  I 
will  simply  state  one  or  two  interesting  facts  which  have  lately  come 
under  my  own  observation. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  declare  frequently,  that  I  know  no 
country  in  which  the  labouring  classes  have  done  so  much  for 
education  as  they  have  done  in  Barbadoes.  In  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, where  education  is  more  generally  diffused  than  it  is  elsewhere, 
the  educational  funds  are  obtained  by  a  tax  upon  proi)crty,  as  they 
are  to  a  great  extent  everywhere  in  the  United  States  and  in 
Canada.  I  will  read  from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  a  week  before 
my  departure  from  Barbadoes,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bleby,  a  Wesleyan 
Missionary,  who  I  have  no  doubt  is  known  to  many  present,  how 
such  funds  are  obtained  in  Barbadoes.  "  The  entire  cost,"  says  Mr. 
Bleby,  "  of  the  five  new  school-houses  completed,  or  in  progress,  will 
"  be  about  980/.,  and  will  be  realized  thus: — Raised  among  the  people 
"  595/.,  two-thirds  being  already  in  hand;  proceeds  of  subscription 
"  list  120/. ;  proceeds  of  lectures  in.  the  United  States  and  Canada 


*  A  subsequent  speaker,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett,  who  had  resided  in  British 
Guiana,  ^.^nve  it  as  his  opinion  that  I  had  been  led  into  error  on  this  subject.  I 
have  na  authority  but  the  Blue  Books  and  private  information. 
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"  212/.  ;  expected  grants  for  fittings  from  the  Education  Committee 
"  50/."  Again  :  "  The  annual  exi)enditure  for  the  five  schools  under 
"  my  charge,  which  had  710  pupils,  was  434/.  8s.  7^/.,  of  which  the 
"  parents  jiaid  in  fees  193/.  gs.  7//.  ;  the  Education  Comhiittee  for 
"  salaries*  167/.  los.  i\d. ;  grant  for  school  supi)lies  10/.  ;  British 
"  and  Foreign  School  Society  10/.;  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society 
**  50/."  Mr.  Bleby  adds,  that  "  the  new  place  of  worship  at  llculah, 
"  and  the  renovated  one  at  Ebenezer,  will  be  completed  this  year,  at 
"  a  cost  of  about  1100/.,  the  greater  part  of  which  will  be  contributed 
"  in  various  ways  by  the  peo{)le." 

I  have  likewise  to  mention  an  interesting  occurrence  which 
recently  took  place  in  Barbadoes.  The  English  proprietors  granted 
a  sum  of  money  to  be  distributed  in  good-conduct  prizes.  These 
were  opened  to  public  competition  among  the  labourers  of  the  island, 
and  candidates  were  required  to  produce  certificates  setting  forth  the 
following  particulars  :  i.  Duration  and  regularity  of  service  on  the 
same  property  or  in  the  same  employ;  2.  Tidy  house,  and  well 
cultivated  land ;  3.  Regular  attendance  at  public  worship  ;  4.  Reg- 
ular attendance  of  children  at  school ;  5.  Regular  attendance  of 
children  at  labour ;  6.  Good  moral  character ;  7.  Not  frequenting 
the  magistrate's  office.  For  these  certificates,  containing  the  evidence 
of  good  conduct,  one  hundred  marks  in  the  aggregate  were  to  be 
given,  which  were  distributed  by  the  Committee  according  to  the 
importance  of  each.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  distributing  the  prizes, 
and  the  four  successful  candidates  had  each  upwards  of  ninety 
marks  ;  and  I  may  observe,  that  the  failure  to  obtain  full  marks  arose 
from  having  no  children  at  ages  suitable  for  sending  to  school  or 
labour,  so  that  they  could  not  get  the  marks  assigned  to  those  cer- 
tificates. In  two  instances  the  labourers  had  been  upwards  of  ten 
years  in  the  same  employment  without  having  been  absent  a  single 
day,  except  from  sickness  or  by  permission.  And  I  may  add  that 
several  of  the  unsuccessful  candidates  lost  marks  owing  to  the  irregu- 
larity of  their  certificates,  for  instance,  by  getting  their  employers  to 
certify  to  their  attendance  at  public  worship,  the  certificates  for  which 
were  required  to  have  the  signatures  of  their  ministers.  So  strong 
were  these  cases,  that  I  was  induced  to  give  several  extra  jjrizes. 

I  am  aware  that  many,  and  probably  all  who  listen  to  me,  would 
rest  their  case  here,  and  would  say,  "  with  such  results,  of  what  is 


*  The  revenue  is  raised  chiefly  by  duties  on  articles  of  general  consumption  ; 
there  is  no  tax  on  property  for  education. 
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there  to  complain  ?  "  I  shal  i  quote  an  extract  from  the  despatch  of 
an  eminent  statesman,  Lord  John  Russell,  written  in  1840,  which 
places  the  results  of  emancipation,  as  regards  those  of  the  African 
race,  in  a  true  light.     His  lordship  writes  thus — 

"  Carrying  into  effect  the  religious  and  benevolent  views  of  the  nation  at  large, 
•'  it  was  their  object  to  convert  slaves  into  free  men,  to  rescue  their  brethren  of 
"  Africa  from  tlie  lash  of  compulsory  toil,  and  establish  them  as  Christian  men 
"  on  the  soil  where  they  had  been  trans[)r)rted  as  chattel  or  lieasts  of  burthen.  On 
"  this,  the  principal  question  of  all,  there  is,  I  am  happy  to  say,  no  room  for  doubt, 
"  None  of  the  most  inveterate  opponents  of  our  recent  measures  of  emancipation, 
"allege  that  the  negroes  have  turned  rol)bers  or  plunderers,  or  blood-thirsty 
"  insurgents.  What  appears  from  their  statement  is,  that  they  have  liecome 
"  shopkeepers,  and  petty  traders,  and  hucksters,  and  small  freeholders, —  a  blessed 
'»  change  which  Providence  has  enabled  us  to  accomplish." 

I  am  unwilling,  however,  for  the  sake  of  the  millions  still  in  slavery 
to  rest  our  case  solely  on  the  improvement  in  the  Creoles  of  the 
African  race.  Whatever  success  may  have  altL-r.ded  our  measures 
if  the  result  be  the  withdrawal  of  Creole  labour  from  the  production 
of  the  tropical  staples,  sugar  and  cotton,  we  cannot  hope  that  the 
slave  owners  in  other  countries  will  emancipate  their  slaves.  Even 
in  our  own  country  many  warm  friends  of  the  abolition  cause  are 
startled  at  the  results  of  emancipation  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
scarcely  know  what  would  be  the  consequences  to  the  world  if  the 
sui)ply  of  cotton  were  to  be  stopped  by  the  emancipation  of  the 
millions  of  slaves  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  that  and  other  pro- 
ducts in  the  United  States.  There  is  no  way  by  which  the  cause  of 
abolition  could  be  so  much  served  as  by  exhibiting  a  large  increase  in 
the  exports  of  Jamaica  over  the  greatest  exports  in  the  time  of  slavery, 
and  produced  at  a  cheaper  rate  by  free  Creole  labourers.  In  the 
course  of  the  controversy  which  took  place,  after  the  delivery  of  Mr. 
Chamerovzow's  lecture  last  year,  Mr.  Cave,  Chairman  of  the  West- 
India  Committee,  stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Times : — 

"Hence,  notwithstanding  the  Anti-Slavery  Society's  song  of  triumph,  the 
"  sorry  figure  England  makes  in  the  eyes  of  slave-owning  nations,  and  hence 
"  the  material  condition  of  the  West  Indies  is  the  test  of  the  success  or  failire  of 
"emancipation." 

In  referring  to  Mr.  Cave,  I  may  observe  that  he  is  a  gentleman  for 
whom  I  entertain  the  highest  respect,  and  whose  opinions  I  would 
noi  cite  here  with  a  view  to  controvert  them.  On  the  contrary,  I 
admit  freely  that  the  exports  of  sugar  have  materially  fallen  off,  owing 
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to  the  withdrawal  of  Creole  labour  from  cane  cultivation,  and  that 
with  the  ex(  e|)tion  of  Barbadoes,  and  perhaps  our  or  two  other 
colonies,  the  increased  exports  are  to  l)e  attributed  to  imported 
labour.  There  is  no  use  in  disguising  such  facts,  nor  in  concealing 
from  ourselves  their  importance,  not  only  with  reference  to  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  our  own  colonies,  and  to  none  more  than 
the  labouring  classes,  but  also  with  reference  to  their  effect  on  the 
great  cause  of  abolition.  This  very  day  I  received  a  lette  from  a 
most  enlightened  West-Indian  proprietor,  from  which  I  shall  read  an 
extract  or  two — 

"  The  result  of  want  of  success  has  riveted  the  chr.ins  on  Spanish  and  Amer- 
*'  unii  slaves.". ..."  Maite  that  success  large  and  palpable,  and  the  chains  drop 
*•  from  the  negro  at  once.  Shew  the  American  slavthukler  all  the  West-Indian 
«'  colonies  in  the  condition  of  Barbadoes,  and  he  can  hardly  fail  of  being  con- 
*'  verted  to  emancipation." 

This,  in  my  opinion,  is  just  the  work  that  we  have  got  to  j)er- 
form,  and  which  we  have  neglected  for  the  last  twenty-five  years. 
We  have  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  slave  labour  was  cheaper 
than  free,  and  that  the  Creole  African  was  naturally  indolent,  and 
would  only  cultivate  the  tropical  products  under  compulsion.  Our 
philanthropists,  without  denying  these  assertions,  have  contented 
themselves  with  arguing  on  the  abstract  jjrinciple  of  right,  and  have 
refused  almost  indignantly  to  discuss  the  point,  whether  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cotton  and  sugar  was  to  be  maintained.  In  my  letter  to  Mr- 
Tappan  I  endeavoured  to  convince  him  that  free  labour  was  cheaper 
than  that  of  slaves  ;  and  that  the  African  Creole  is  not  naturally  in- 
dolent. Let  me  deal  at  once  with  this  popular  delusion,  for  that  it  is 
a  delusion  I  have  no  doubt  whatever.  In  support  of  my  own  opin- 
ion, I  will  give  you  the  testimony  of  two  disinterested  witnesses,  and 
I  will  observe  further  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  all  that  I  have 
heard  from  the  clergymen  of  the  various  Protestant  churches,  as  well 
as  from  those  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  It  is  likewise  in  accordance 
with  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  stipendiary  magistrates  generally, 
as  I  have  found  them  in  the  Blue  Books.  My  first  quotation  shall 
be  from  a  letter  addressed  to  myself  by  a  Barbadoes  proprietor,  who 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. The  second  is  from  Dr.  Davy's  work  on  the  West  In- 
dies, 

"  There  never  was  a  greater  mistake  than  to  suppose  that  the  negro  v  ill  not 
"  woik  for  hire.     No  man  is  more  sensitive  to  that  stimulus,  or  works  more  read- 
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"  ily,  more  cheerfully,  or  more  effectually  foi  the  hope  of  reward  ;  but,  like  every 
••  dtiier  man,  lie  toils  for  liis  ilnily  bread,  no  from  choice,  Imt  necessity,  'i'ake 
*'  away  that,  and  he  passes  immediately  out  (f  the  catejjory  of  the  laliourinj;  class. 
''  It  is  jK'ifectly  astonishii  g  tn  know  how  much  a  ne^;ro  can  do  when  he  is  under 
"  tile  intUience  of  a  wholesome  stimulus,  and  how  little  he  will  do  when  tli^it  is  re- 
"  moved." 

Dr.  Davy  says  : — "  It  is  a  mistake  often  committed  to  sujipose  that  the  African 
'  is  by  nature  idle  and  indolent,  lessinclined  to  work  than  the  European.  It  is  a 
"mistake,  I  perceive,  even  fallen  into  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  race,  'liiiis,  a 
"son  of  their  distinyuisheil  advocate,  .Mr.  Wilberforce,  the  present  liishoi)  of  Ox- 
"ford,  speaks  of  them  '  as  a  jieople  who  naturally  hated  labour,  and  who  would 
•'  sink  into  absolute  indolence  from  the  ivant  of  the  proper  stimulants  to  mental 
"  exertion.'  " 

III  addition  to  tlicse  opinions,  I  shall  refer  to  the  case  of 
'J'riiiidad,  one  of  the  Colonics  in  which  a  want  of  labour  has  been 
much  complained  of.  It  has  been  stated  repeatedly  that  there 
has  been  a  great  abandonment  of  the  estates  by  the  (,'ri'ole 
labourers,  and  that  they  are  indolent  and  unwilling  to  work. 
A  fiiirer  case  cannot,  1  think,  be  cited.  It  is  a  Colony  wliere 
immigration  has  been  most  extensively  carried  on.  Now  it  has  been 
affirmed,  that  at  the  jjeriod  of  emancijjation  there  were  ujjwards  of 
11,000  prffidial  labourers,  and  that  only  3000  or  4000  have  remained 
on  the  estates.  I  have  examined  the  Blue  Hooks,  and  I  find  that  in 
these  11,000  were  included  all  the  families  of  the  slaves,  except 
children  under  six  years  of  age,  and  if  allowance  be  made  for  those 
who  have  gone  to  other  employments,  for  those  who  have  raised 
themselves  by  their  own  industry  to  the  position  of  freeholders,  cul- 
tivating land  of  their  own,  and  for  women  who  have  withdrawn  from 
labour,  I  maintain  that  there  is  at  the  present  time  a  fair  prop;rtion 
of  Creole  labourers  at  work.  I  am  about  to  refer  to  letters  which 
have  been  recently  published  by  a  special  correspondent  of  the  A'ew 
York  Times,  with  whom  I  ain  i)ersonally  accjuainted,  who  is  a  Cana- 
dian by  birth,  who  avows  that  his  symjjathies  are  with  the  planters, 
and  who  is  thoroughly  in  favour  of  immigration.  His  testimony  is 
at  all  events  imj)artial,  and  he  states  his  authority  to  be  a  forthcom- 
ing report  of  the  immigration  agent  of  Trinidad.  I  may  add  that  his 
statement  is  confirmed  by  a  report  in  my  own  possession  from  the 
same  officer.  The  Trinidad  Creoles  working  on  the  sugar  estates 
are  given  as  3832,  and  the  African  Creoles  from  other  islands  as 
4041,  to  which  are  added  the  estimated  number  on  the  Cacao  estates, 
making  5000  of  each.     It  is  of  course  with  the  first  class  that  I  have 
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to  deal.  It  appears,  then,  that  out  of  a  labouring  po|)uIati()ii  of 
about  ii,ooo,  inchiding  all  women  and  children  over  six  years  of 
age,  to  which  there  would  li.ive  been  a  natural  increase  in  twi  nly 
years,  5000  are  still  working  on  the  estates.  I  find,  that  excluding 
the  towns  and  the  houses  on  the  estates,  there  are  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts of  Trinidad  upwards  of  5000  houses  of  pro])rietors,  the  whole 
rural  i)oi)ul;uion  being  about  50,000.  It  may  be  said,  however, 
that  these  labourers  do  not  work  more  than  a  day  or  two  in  the  week. 
On  the  authority  of  the  same  return  it  is  staled  that  the  average 
monthly  earnings  of  the  Coolies  are  5.35  dollars,  the  Trinidad  Creoles 
5.91  dollars  ;  of  the  other  island  Creoles  6.27  dollars,  of  the  Africans 
5.36  dollars,  of  the  Chinese  4.27  dollars.  Again,  the  Coolies  worked 
193-4  days,  the  Tiinidad  Creoles  lOy^,  the  island  Creoles  r7J.2.  the 
Africans  17,  and  the  Chinese  17.  Thus  the  difference  between  the 
indentured  and  the  uniiulentured  or  wholly  free  labourer  was  three 
days  in  the  month,  while  the  latter  earned  more  than  the  former.  I 
may  observe  that  the  labourers  are  paid  by  tasks  and  not  by  the  day, 
and  that  the  Creoles  must  have  i)erformed  more  tasks,  or  probably 
better  i)aid  tasks,  on  the  average  in  the  month  than  the  Coolies.  I 
may  further  remark  that  of  all  the  classes  mentioned,  the  Trinidad 
Creole  is  most  likely  to  have  occupation  of  his  own  to  employ  his 
spare  time.  Many  of  the  island  Creoles  are  strangers,  who  come,  as 
the  Irish  used  to  come  to  Kngland  for  the  harvest,  from  Grenada  and 
other  neighbouring  islands,  to  work  during  crop-time — a  remarkable 
fact,  considering  that  Grenada  is  importing  labour  from  India.  There 
is  another  remark  I  may  offer,  as  it  bears  on  the  question  of  contin- 
uous labour.  It  is  not  estimated  that  in  Barbadoes  the  labourer 
works,  on  an  average,  much,  if  at  all,  over  200  days  in  the  year.  I 
have  consulted  many  planters,  and  220  days  was  the  highest  average 
given  to  me,  while  some  consider  200  or  210  days  a  fairer  one  ;  and 
I  incline  myself,  from  all  my  inquiries,  to  think  200  the  outside.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  that  in  nearly  all  the  Colonies  the  Creole  labourer 
has  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  not  sufficient  to  employ  his  time  fully, 
but  which  enables  him  to  occupy  his  leisure  profitably.  It  will  be 
found  that  the  Creole  labourers  in  Trinidad  give  nearly,  if  not  quite 
as  much  labour  in  the  month  as  those  in  Barbadoes.  I  shall  test  the 
industry  of  the  Trinidad  Creoles  in  another  way.  The  population 
may  be  estimated  at  75,000,  of  which  about  25,000  reside  in  the 
towns  of  Port  of  Spain  and  San  Fernando,  leaving  50,000  as  the  rural 
population  of  all  classes.     I  cannot  suppose   that  the  adult  rural 
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population  of  all  classes  exceeds  the  one  half,  or  25,000  ;  and  1  am 
borne  out  by  statistics  in  giving  the  labouring  population  at  20,000  ; 
indeed,  I  would  be  sate  in  estimating  it  as  nearer  to  21,000,  which 
is  an  immense  ])ro])()rtion  of  labourers.  I  have  a  return  before  me 
from  the  immigration  agent,  giving  the  labourers  in  March,  iSsS.on 
140  sugar  estates,  at  16,902,  and  he  states  that  the  jobbers  may  safely 
be  estimated  at  1700,  which  would  make  18,602  ;  and  the  remaining 
sugar  estates,  and  all  the  cacao  estates,  can  hardly  be  estimated  at 
less  than  2400.  I  think  1  have  proved  satisfactorily,  that  in  'IVinidad 
a  fair  proportion  of  the  i)0])ulation  is  labouring  on  the  estates  ;  indeed 
the  exports  of 'J'rinidad,  which  have  increased  of  late  years  nearly  if 
not  (piite  by  20,000,000  pounds  of  sugar,  afford  conclusive  evidence 
in  support  of  this  position.  I  admit  that  the  increase  has  been  owing 
to  the  labour  of  the  immigrants,  but  if  the  Creoles  had  abandoned 
labour,  the  exjjorts  would  have  been  stationary. 

1  trust  that  I  have  said  sufficient  on  this  i)oint  to  satisfy  every  un- 
prejudiced person  that  the  Creole  labourers  are  not  naturally  indolent. 
I  willingly  admit,  at  the  same  time,  that  there  has  been  a  considera- 
ble withdrawal  of  their  labour  from  sugar  cultivation,  in  some  of  the 
colonics,  and  esjjccially  in  Jamaica,  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes. 
Among  those  causes  I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  next  to  the  tenure 
of  land,  the  insolvency  of  the  proprietors  has  been  the  chief.  I  hnve 
never  been  able  to  trace  an  instance  in  which  an  estate  has  gone  out 
of  cultivation  owing  to  want  of  labour.  I  have  heard  of  many  cases 
in  which  estates  have  been  abandoned  from  want  of  capital,  and  of 
some  in  which  the  labourers  have  been  dismissed  with  wages  several 
months  in  arrear.  I  admit  that  I  have  heard  of  the  abandonment  of 
estates,  both  in  Guiana  and  Jamaica,  from  want  of  labour,  but  I  have 
not  been  furnished  with  such  particulars  as  to  enable  me  to  satisfy 
my  own  mind  on  the  subject.  PLven,  however,  admitting  that  such 
instances  have  occurred,  they  would  not  suri)rise  me.  The  only 
wonder  is,  that,  with  such  a  land  tenure  as  that  which  exists  in  the 
West  Indies,  a  single  labourer  remains  on  the  sugar  estates.  I  shall 
give  a  description  of  that  tenure  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Prescod, 
member  for  the  city  of  Bridgetown,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Tappan, 
and  then  cite  other  testimony  that  may,  perhaps,  be  considered  by 
some  more  unbiassed. 

Mr.  Prescod  says — 

"  The  labourer  holds  his  cottage  and  allotment,  and  cultivates  the  latter  on  a 
*'  monthly  tenure,  his  growing  crop  to  be  appraised  and  paid  for  (commonly,  in 
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"  practice,  lulow  its  value),  it' ilic  notice  to  quit  comes  from  the lanillonl  employer, 
"  but  is  fi>rftiti(l  alio^tllier  wlieii  the  notice  is  his  own.  'I'here  can  be,  j^eneially 
*'  s]n'akinj;,  no  conlidciice,  no  allection,  no  feelinj,'  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
"  labiiuur  for  the  interest--  of  his  employer  under  the  working  of  such  a  system  ; 
"  and,  what  is  of  far  greater  conse(iuence,  no  permanent  settling  tlown  of  our 
"  peasantry  to  imjirove  morally  and  socially." 

Again.  Dr.  Di'.vy  says  — 

"  St)  long  as  the  labourers  hoKl  their  cottages  as  tenants  at  will,  liable  to  be 
"  expelled  at  a  day's  notice— so  long  as  the  planters  are  insecure  of  their  labour 
•'  from  day  to  day — so  long  as  land  is  apportioned  to  the  labourer  in  lieu,  in  part 
"  or  altogether,  of  money  wages,  neither  the  jilanter  nor  labourer  is  likely  to  be 
"  Contented,  nor  fair  and  honest  labour  attainable.'' 

'I'lii'  ('orrcspoiulcnt  of  the  New  York  Times,  already  quoted,  thus 
refers  to  the  tenure — 

"  Hut  their  measures  (the  planters')  were  futile.  Their  policy,  as  I  attempted 
"  to  shew  in  a  former  letter  from  liarbadoes,  was  suicidal.  Instead  of  endeavoui- 
"  ing  to  promote  a  (jood  understanding  between  themselves  and  their  labourers, 
"  the  planters  adopted,  and  still  retain  in  Trinidad,  the  odious  system  of  tenancy 
"  at  w  ill.  The  labourer  who  lives  on  an  estate  is  compelled  to  work  for  that 
"  estate  and  no  other,  on  |ieril  of  ejection,  with  consequent  loss  of  the  crop  which 
"  he  has  raised  on  his  little  allotment,  lie  is  still  in  a  position  of  virtual  slavery, 
*'  and  it  is  a  matter  which  can  e.vcite  no  surprise,  that,  after  emancipation,  those 
"  who  had  means  to  purchase  parcils  of  gri)und  should  prefer  to  leave  the  estates, 
"  and  either  cultivate  fur  themselves  or  be  free  to  give  their  labour  to  whom  they 
"  pleased,  upon  their  own  terms,  and  in  a  way  which  would  secure  for  themselves 
"  and  their  families  a  greater  indepemlence." 

Again,  the  sanie  writer  says — 

"  I  still  think  that  the  'enure  system  of  Trinidad,  though  more  liberal  than  that 
"  of  Haibadoes  and  some  other  islan<ls,  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  ilislike  of 
"  the  negro  to  jierform  estate  work.  It  is  true  that  the  Trinidad  planter  e-xacts  no 
"  rent  from  the  labourer  on  his  estate,  and  supplies  him  with  medical  attendance, 
**  but  the  labourer  in  return  is  compelled  to  work  for  the  estate  alone,  and  for 
"  five  cents  a  day  less  than  the  current  rate  of  wages.  It  nay  lie  urged,  and  with 
"  truth,  that  house-rent  and  medical  attendance  are  worth  more  than  five  cents  a 
"  day,  but  for  these  juivileges  the  labourer  is  retjuired  to  give  up  his  indepen- 
"  dence  ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  natural  that  even  the  negro  should  of  his  own  free 
*'  choice  piefer  the  exchange." 

'J'he  ciuestion  hardly  requires  to  he  argued.  It  is  suffieient,  to 
demonstrate  the  ahsiiidity  of  the  system,  to  state  that  the  planters 
have  persevered  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  in  inaintaining  the 
same  tenure  in  Jamaica,  British  Guiana,  and  Trinidad,  where  land 
is  cheap  and  abundant,  as  that  which  prevails  in  Barbadoes,  where 
it  is  very  dear,  and  where  there  is  not  an  acre  undisposed  of. 
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"  In  one  of  the  articles  criticising;  my  views  us  to  the  etVect  of  the  tenure  of 
"  land  on  the  labour  ([ucstion,  it  was  said,  '  1  wi)uld  just  ask  what  l.oid  IW'Uig- 
"  ham,  or  any  other  lar^c  landed  jiroinict'ir  in  Knf^land,  woulil  say  if  he  woie 
"  told  that  he  ouj^lit  to  tyrant  his  labourers  leases  of  their  holdings  for  live  years. 
"  Why,  it  would  in  every  way  create  sueii  an  inifiiiiini  ru  imjifiio  on  e\ery 
"  estate,  that  it  could  not  i)os>ibly  {;o  on  either  in  Knyland  or  in  the  West  India 
"  Islands.'  " 

There  is  an  obvious  answer  to  this.  If  Kngland  containetl,  in 
addition  to  its  i)reseiU  tciritoiy,  iivo  or  ten  times  the  (iiiantity  of 
inio((tipied  fertile  hind,  tlie  present  tenaney  system  ( oiiUl  no  more 
be  maintained  here  than  in  America.  Tlie  poor  Irishman  who  goe.s 
to  Canada  will  not  remain  a  labourer.  Me  obtains  land  almost  im- 
mediately, and  becomes  a  propriett)r ;  and  where  UukI  is  chea])  and 
abnndant  the  West-Indian  tentire  cannot  be  maintained.  Its  obvious 
tendency  is  to  drive  the  labourers  from  sugar  cultivatit)n  to  remote 
places  where  they  can  get  land  of  their  own. 

It  is  true   that  high  rents  are  charged   in  Barbadocs,  while  as  a 
general  rule  the  allotments  are  given  gratuitously  in  the  other  Colonies* 
I'his,  however,  far  from  being  a  mitigation,  i>  an  aggravation  t)f  the 
evil.     Tiie  mixing  up  of  the  (piestions  of  rent  and  labour  contrary 
to    the    advice    of  successive    Secretaries    of  State,    and    of    every 
enlightened  in([uirer,  has  produced   the  worst  results.     I  can,  how- 
ever, better  illustrate  my  views  on  this  subject  l)y  stating  what  I 
would  do  myself  if  I  were  the  proprietor  of  a  sugar  estate,  than  in 
any  other  way.     I  would  i  evote  one-fourth  or  one-third,  or  even  a 
larger  projiortion  if  necessary,  of  the  cane  land  on  the  estate  to  the 
labourers.     1  would  give  them  a  good  teiuire,  for   instance,  leases 
renewable  for  ever,  with  a  ri;;ht  to  buy  at  such  number  of  years'  pur- 
chase as  might  be  agreed  upon.     1  would  make  it  the  interest  of  the 
labourers  to  buy  or  occui)y  land  near  my  cane  lands,  instead  of  at  a 
distance;  and  I  would  trust  to  the  admitted  sagacity  of  the  Creole 
to  cultivate  that  product  which  would  pay  him  best.     1  would  have 
a  labour  market  at  m    door,  and  I  would  have  the  spare  time  of  my 
labourers  employed  in  growing   .i   jjioduct  whi.  h   must    come   for 
manufacture  to  my  works.     l"",ven  if  the  restilt  should  be  that  all  my 
land  was  rented  or  sold  at  remunerative  prices,  1  would  have  ample 
profit  by  my  manufactory.     Such,  however,  in  my  opinion,  would 
not  be  the  result.     The  large  proprietor  would  still  be  the  principal 
cultivator  of  the  land,  and  the  small  one  would  combine,  as  he  does 
in  liarbadoes,  labour  on  the  estates  with  labour  on  his  own  land  in 
growing  the  cane.     In   Barbadoes  alone,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
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extends,  the  labourers  on  the  estates  cultivate  the  sugar  Cane,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Barbadoes'  labourers  cannot  be 
attracted  elsewhere.  In  Barbadoes  the  labourer  is  dei)endcnt  on 
the  jjroprietor  for  the  manufacture  of  his  little  croj)  of  canes,  while 
the  proprietor  is  dependent  on  him  for  labour  when  it  is  required. 
This  mutual  dependence  has  had  the  best  results.  In  no  other 
colony  does  it  exist  to  any  extent,  if  at  all.  It  is  admitted  that  the 
most  ])rofitable  employment  of  labour  in  the  tropics  is  the  cultivation 
of  the  sugar  cane,  and  yet  labour  does  not  seek  the  most  i)rofitable 
emi)loyment.  The  obvious  reason  is,  that  the  proprietors  have,  by 
maintaining  a  vicious  tenure,  or  perhaps  I  should  rather  say  one 
wholly  unsuited  to  countries  where  land  is  abundant  and  cheap, 
driven  the  labourers  to  places  where  they  cannot  employ  themselves 
at  cane  cultivation  owing  to  the  want  of  means  for  manufixcturing 
their  crops.  We  have  thus  the  strange  anomaly  presented  to  us  of 
labourers  in  Jamaica,  at  a  distance  from  sugar  estates,  complaining 
of  want  of  employment,  while  in  other  jDarts  of  the  same  island  the 
employers  are  crying  out  for  want  of  labour.  I  know  that  many  will 
affirm  that  I  am  too  sanguine,  that  my  views  are  visionary,  that  even 
a  liberal  tenure  would  not  induce  the  Creoles  to  be  labourers.  But 
I  have  found  those  views  concurred  in  by  too  many  who  have  had 
opportunities  of  judging  of  the  character  of  the  Creoles  to  be  induced 
to  change  them,  and  especially  without  a  fair  trial.  At  all  events,  it 
is  by  the  means  suggested,  and  by  those  alone,  that  sugar  cultivation 
can  l)e  carried  on  by  the  Creoles.  I  have  little  hope  that  any  West- 
Indian  ])roprietor  will  give  a  fair  trial  to  the  proposed  system.  It 
is,  however,  worthy  of  the  attention  of  those  friends  of  abolition 
who  have  faith  in  the  African  race.  I  am  convinced,  that  until  we 
prove  to  the  world  that  emancipation  will  not  necessarily  lead  to 
the  abandonment  of  sugar  and  cotton  cultivation  by  free  labour,  all 
oureffoits  to  induce  slave  proprietors  to  emancipate  will  be  vain. 
But  if  we  could  prove  this  we  should  only  have  to  prove  further, 
that  slave  labour  is  much  dearer  than  free.  I  need  not  occupy  much 
of  your  time  with  the  discussion  of  this  jioint.  I  have  been  assured 
by  planters  in  Louisiana  that  slave  labour  is  very  exjjcnsive.  In 
Cuba  it  is  at  present  enormously  high.  I  have  gone  most  carefully 
into  calculations  on  this  subject,  and  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
as  to  the  immense  difference  in  cost.  Mr.  Olmsted,  a  late  American 
writer,  with  much  practical  experience,  has  demonstrated  that  slave 
labour  is  much  higher  than  the  free  labour  of  the  northern  Slates  of 
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the  Union,  which  is  probably  the  highest  free  agricultural  labour  in 
the  world.  Much  has  been  said  of  the  i)ros])crity  of  Barbadoes 
being  owing  to  the  abundance  of  labour.  My  own  opinion  is,  that 
in  none  of  the  Colonies  lias  labour  been  so  economized  as  in  Barba- 
does. 

I  have  a  variety  of  statistics  on  the  subject  obtained  in  T^ouisiana 
and  Cuba,  and  in  the  British  Colonies,  but  I  consider  the  important 
l)oint  sufliciently  established  that  free  labour   is  much  cheaper  than^y' 
slave,  and  that   in   the   sugar-producing  slave    countries    Louisiana     \ 
maintains  its  ground,  owing,  first,  to  protection  in  the  home  market,      1 
but,  secondly,  and  chiefly,  to  the  great  economy  of  labour  in  cultiva^y 
tion,  combined  with  skill  in  the  manufacture  ;  while  Cuba  obtains     \ 
immense  returns  from  the  land,  much  greater  than  any  of  the  British 
ICoTonTes,  except  Mauritius,  which  is  said  to  give  an  average  of  nearl/"' 
5oooTr)s.  per'  acre,  and  sonietimes"  as  high  as  8000  lbs,  the  Bar-      *• 
"badoes  average  for  a  term  of  years  has  not,  I  should  think,  exceeded   J^ 
2500  lbs.  per  acre  reaped,  and  as  the  greater  portion  of  the  cane  land 
only  gives  a  crop  every  second  year,  the  average  of  the  55,000  acres 
supposed  to  be  in  cane  cultivation  would  be  much  less.  v. 

In  discussing  this  question  the  productiveness  of  the  land  has 
been  too  much  overlooked.  It  is,  consequently,  most  difficult  to 
obtain  information  as  to  the  extent  of  land  from  which  a  given  c[uan- 
tity  of  sugar  has  been  obtained. 

The  writers  who  have  furnished  statistics  of  the  cost  of  producing 
sugar  in  Cuba  have  invariably  omitted  to  state  the  number  of  acres 
reaped,  without  which  information  it  is  most  difiicult  to  institute  a 
fair  comparison  between  the  actual  cost  of  labour  in  different  coun- 
tries.* I  have  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Tappan  stated  the  cost  of  pro- 
ducing sugar  in  Barbadoes,  and  although  my  figures  have  been 
criticised,  I  am  prepared  to  defend  them  in  all  essential  jjoints. 
But  it  is  not  essential  to  the  validity  of  my  argument,  whether  the 
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r|<  I  should  except  Consul-Gcneial  Crawford,  who,  in  his  dispatch  of  Jan.  28, 
1S4S,  to  Viscount  ralnierston,  stales  the  average  crop  of  (,!uha  in  boxes  ]>cr 
caballeria.  Estimating;  by  the  acre,  his  statement  would  give  4848  lbs.  as  the 
first  crop,  3633  lbs.  average  of  first  ten  years,  and  2424  lbs.  average  of  second  ten 
years  ;  adding,  "  Consecjuently  new  lamls  are  constantly  being  brought  into  culti- 
"vation,  and  new  estates  Ixjing  formed." 

I  have  added  a  note  with  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  labour  employed  in  produc 
injj  sugar  in  dilTerent  countries,  which  may  be  found  interesting. 
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value  of  an  estate  in  Barbadoes,  producing  200  hhds.  of  sugar,  is 
30,000/.  or  20,000/.,  or  whether  the  cost  of  labour  is  one  cent  the 
100  lbs.,  or  one  cent  and  a  half.  1  willingly  submit  both  my  figures 
and  my  views  to  the  test  of  any  criticism  to  which  those  who  differ 
from  me  may  choose  to  subject  them.  I  have  given  you  the  result 
of  an  honest  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  withdrawal 
of  Creole  labour  from  cane  cultivation,  and  I  have  little  doubt  that 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  we  have  no  cause  to  have  even  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  entire  success  of  the  great  measure  of 
emancipation.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  moving  the  resolution  which 
has  been  entrusted  to  me. 


ADDITIONAL  NOTE  ON  THE  COST  OK  SLAVE  AND  FREE  LABOUR. 

I  am  SO  well  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  making  a  satisfactory  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  the  labour  employed  in  the  cultivation  and  manu- 
facture of  sugar,  that  I  submit  one  with  hesitation.  I  venture  to 
hope  that  if  my  calculations  should  be  considered  worthy  of  criti- 
cism, I  shall  be  furnishetl  with  more  reliable  statistics  than  those  on 
which  they  are  based,  and  to  which  I  shall  refer.  I  propose  to  es- 
timate the  cost  of  the  slave-labour  employed  in  the  production  of 
sugar  in  Cuba  and  in  Louisiana,  and  to  compare  it  with  the  cost  of 
free  labour  in  Barbadoes  and  Trinidad,  two  Colonies  which  are  placed 
in  wholly  different  circumstances.  In  Barbadoes  the  land  is  all  occu- 
pied, and  is  very  dear,  while  labour  is  abundant.  In  Trinidad  labour 
is  said  to  be  so  scarce,  that  cultivation  is  carried  on  chiefly  by  immi- 
grants, many  of  whom,  however,  are  of  the  African  race.  There  is 
in  that  island  a  rich  virgin  soil,  which  admits  of  ratooning  for  a  long 
series  of  years  ;  while  in  Barbadoes,  on  far  the  greater  portion  of  the 
cane-land,  crops  can  only  be  obtained  once  in  two  years,  and  nearly 
one  half  that  land  must  be  annually  planted.  In  Cuba  the  cane  land, 
like  that  of  Trinidad,  is  chiefly  rich  virgin  soil,  which  admits  of 
ratooning  for  many  years.  In  Louisiana  the  land  can  be  ratooned 
for  two  years,  but  owing  to  the  occurrence  of  frosts  in  that  country, 
the  planters  are  compelled  generally  to  reap  their  crops  prematurely, 
and  often  at  considerable  loss.  I  have,  in  every  case,  rejected  from 
my  calculations  what  is  termed  in  Barbadoes  the  offal  crop,  or  the 
molasses,  rum,  and  provisions.  I  could  not  obtain  reliable  statistics 
on  the  subject,  and  I  have  therefore  thought  it  advisable  to  exclude 
them  in  every  case.  The  value  of  the  offal  crop  would  of  course  go 
in  reduction  of  the  cost  of  labour  in  each  country,  but  would  proba- 
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bly  not  alter  the  proportion  between  them.  With  these  preliminary 
remarks  I  shall  state  the  cost  of  labour  in  each  country,  commencing 
with  Cuba.  I  estimate  the  cost  o{  slave-labour  in  that  Island  at  3 
cents  per  lb.,  on  the  authority  of  a  statistical  work  published  in  1852 
at  the  Havana,  entitled  "  Manual  de  la  Isla  de  Cuba."  It  gives  very 
precise  information  as  to  the  number  of  slaves  employed,  and  the 
product  of  their  labour.  The  entire  number  of  slaves  on  sugar  plan- 
tations at  that  time  was  120,000,  of  which  70  per  cent.,  or  84,000, 
were  effective  labourers.  The  total  quantity  of  sugar  produced  was 
22,690,460  arrobas  of  25  7-16  lbs.  each,  or  an  average  to  each  slave 
of  4810  lbs.  of  sugar.  At  3  cents,  the  lb.  this  would  give  144.30 
dollars  as  the  annual  cost  of  each  slave.  Slaves  in  Cuba  are  said  by 
Mr.  Dana,  author  of  "  To  Cuba  and  Back,"  to  be  worth  upwards  of 
1000  dollars  each,  having  reference  to  gangs  of  all  ages  and  of  both 
sexes.  'J'his  is  in  accordance  with  the  information  which  I  myself 
received  a  few  months  ago  in  Havana,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
cost  of  food  and  clothing  is  from  40  to  50  dollars  a  head.  Food 
alone  was  variously  estimated  to  me  at  3  dollars,  at  4  dollars,  and  at 
3  to  4  dollars  a  month.  At  3}4  dollars  it  would  be  42  dollars  a  year, 
and  clothing  and  medical  attendance  is  from  5  to  8  dollars.  The 
interest  on  the  cost  cannot  be  calculated,  considering  the  duration  of 
life  under  10  per  cent.,  which  would  be  100  dollars  a  year.  I  may 
observe,  that  the  average  of  the  production  of  the  effective  slaves  is 
given  at  270  arrobas,  or  6868  lbs.,  and  on  17  of  the  most  important 
estates  as  high  as  8903  lbs.  If  allowance  be  made  for  the  non-effec- 
tives on  the  1 7  important  estates,  on  the  same  scale  as  that  given  for 
the  whole,  the  average  product  would  be  6231  lbs.  for  each  slave, 
which,  at  2  3-10  cents  per  lb.,  would  be  143.31  dollars.  If,  therefore, 
I  can  rely  upon  the  official  statistics  of  Cuba,  which  seem  to  have 
been  carefully  prepared,  and  upon  the  most  reliable  information  that 
I  have  been  able  to  procure  as  to  trfie  value  of  the  slaves  and  the 
cost  of  their  maintenance,  the  average  cost  of  labour  in  Cuba  is  3 
cents  per  lb.  of  sugar,  and  the  average  on  the  best  estates  is  2  3-10 
per  lb.  Mr.  Dana  gives  the  product  on  a  particular  estate  at  4705 
for  each  labourer,  and  the  Hon.  C.  A.  Murray  5185  lbs.  These,  it 
will  be  observed,  are  about  the  average  stated  in  the  Manual. 

I  have  ascertained  the  cost  of  labour  in  Louisiana  from  "  Hunt's 
Magazine."  In  the  number  of  April,  1854,  there  is  a  comparison 
between  the  production  of  the  years  1845  ^"d  1853.  In  the  former 
year  the  product  was  204,913,000  lbs.,  and  the  slaves  65,340,  or 
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3136  lbs.  per  head,  which,  at  4  cents,  per  lb.,  would  be  125.44  dol- 
lars.    In  1853  the  crop  was  495,156,000,  and  the  labourers  125,970, 
or  3930  lbs.  each,  which,  at  3  2-10  cents,  would  be   125.56  dollars. 
I  may  observe  that  the  Louisiana  sugar  crop  of  1853  was  a  very  large 
one.     In   1854  the  sugar  crop  was   385,726,000  lbs.  ;  in  1855,  254,- 
569,000;  in    1857,  307,666,700;  in   1856  it  was  under  a  hundred 
millions  of  pounds.     I  am  inclined  to  think  that    the  cause  of  this 
falling  off  must  have  been  the  withdrawal  of  labour  from  sugar  to  cot- 
ton cultivation.     I  prefer,  therefore,  taking  years  in  which  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  employed  is  stated  precisely  in  a  commercial  periodical 
of  authority.     I  certainly  do  not  over-estimate  the  cost  of  each  slave 
in  Louisiana  at   125  dollars  per  annum.     In  "Hunt's   Magazine" 
for  November,  1854,  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  a 
sugar  estate  in  detail.     The  cost  of  the  plantation,  with  100  slaves — 
70  effective — is  stated  to  have  been  160,000  dollars,  and  the  pork, 
corn,  clothing,  and  medical  attendance,  is  3207  dollars,  or  32  dollars 
each.     The  slaves  must  have  cost  at  least    1000  dollars  each.     In 
Barbadoes  the  average  sugar  crop  may  fairly  estimated  at  68,000,000 
lbs.     Making  a  proportionate  reduction  for  the  women  and  children, 
I  estimate  the  number  of  first-class  labourers  at  22,000,  which  would 
give  3090  lbs.  to  each,  and  i  4-10  cents  per  lb.  this  would  give  43.26 
dollars  to  each  labourer.  It  is  estimated  that  the  Barbadoes  labourers 
do  not  work  on  the  estates  more  than  200  days  on  the  averajre,  and 
as  all  are  estimated  as  first-class,  22  cents  a  day  maybe  considered  a 
fair  allowance  for  wages.     This  would  give  44  dollars,   or  a  fraction 
over  my  estimate.     Again,   a  hogshead  of  sugar  weighing  1700  lbs. 
net,  at  i  4-10  cents  the  lb.   would   give  23.80  dollars  as  the  cost  of 
labour.     This  is  equal  to  ^£4.  igs.  2(/.,  and  5/.  is  generally  admitted 
as  a  fair  average  of  the  cost  of  labour  per  hogshead  in  Barbadoes. 

In  Trinidad  I  estimate  the  present  average  sugar  crop  to  bo  60,- 
000,000  lbs.  Owing  to  the  annual  intlux  of  immigrants,  and  conse- 
quent increase  of  production,  it  is  impossible  to  pretend  to  much 
accuracy,  but  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  this  is  as  fair  an  esti- 
mate as  can  be  made.  On  the  authority  of  the  correspondent  of  the 
A^cw  York  Tiftics,  who  states  that  he  has  obtained  his  information 
from  the  immigration  agent  of  that  Colony,  I  estimate  the  number  of 
labourers  at  17,000,  which  would  give  3529  lbs.  to  each  labourer.  This, 
at  2  cents  the  lb.,  would  be  70.58  dols.  If  each  labourer  in  Trinidad 
should  work  on  the  average  220  days,  and  should  earn  32  cents,  he 
would  receive  70.40  dols.     While  I  am  persuaded  tlut  labour  in 
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Trinidad  does  not  cost  over  2  cents  the  lb,  I  do  not  feel  the  sime 
confidence  in  the  numbers.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  number 
of  labourers  is  under-estimated,  and  the  daily  average  earnings  of  32 
cents  exaggerated.  The  main  point,  however,  is  the  cost  of  the  free 
labour,  and  it  will  scarcely  be  alleged  that  more  than  1,200,000  dol. 
lars,  which  is  2  cents  the  lb.,  is  paid  for  labour  on  the  sugar  estates 
of  Trinidad.  The  result,  then,  is,  that  labour  in  Cuba  is  ,^  cents  per 
lb.,  or  2  3-10  on  the  choicest  estates.  In  Louisiana  it  is  about  3  2-10 
cents  ;  in  Barbadoes  14-10  cents  ;  and  in  Trinidad  2  cents.  In  Bar- 
badocs  the  produce  per  head  is  lower  than  in  Trinidad,  and  in  both 
much  lower  than  in  Cuba,  but  a  fair  allowance  must  be  made  for  the 
number  of  working  days.  I  have  no  satisfactory  statistics  within  my 
reach  as  to  the  product  from  each  acre  in  Cuba,  but  I  have  little  doubt 
that  the  large  returns  obtained  on  the  seventeen  estates  specially  referred 
to  were  owing  to  the  great  productiveness  of  the  new  land.  The  above 
calculations  may  appear  startHng,  having  reference  to  the  alleged  large 
profits  in  Cuba  and  Louisiana,  and  to  the  ruling  prices  of  sugar.  I 
must  again  remind  the  reader,  that  in  each  country  the  same  labourer 
produces  a  considerable  quantity  of  rum  or  molasses,  or  both.  I 
must  further  point  out  that  the  value  of  land  in  Cuba  is  only  1500 
dollars  the  caballeria,  which  is  33  acres,  or  less  than  50  dollars  the 
acre.  In  Barbadoes  the  cost  of  labour  is  probably  about  one-third  of 
the  cost  of  sugar,  allowing  a  fair  return  for  the  cajjital  invested  in 
land.  In  Cuba  the  labour,  reckoning,  as  I  have  of  course  done,  the 
interest  on  the  capital  invested  in  the  slaves,  is  doubtless  much  more 
than  half  the  entire  cost.  It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  many  of 
the  Cuban  estates  are  unprofitable.  My  estimates  are  averages,  and 
the  estates  where  great  returns  are  made  are  exceptions.  I  have 
only  to  add,  tin  conclusion,  that  having  no  object  but  to  arrive  at 
truth,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  information  which  may  throw 
further  light  on  the  subject. 

F.  H. 


'I    J 
■ii     M 


Although  I  have  devoted  a  good  deal  of  space  to  the  subject  of 
the  relative  cost  of  slave  and  free  labour,  I  must  not  omit  to  notice 
a  branch  of  the  labour  question  which  in  recent  years  has  assumed 
great  imj  i  tance.  Whatever  views  may  be  entertained  as  to  the 
cause  of  tie  withdrawal  of  the  labour  of  the  Creole  population  from 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane,  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever 
of  the  fact  or  of  the  ruin  which  it  was  likely  to  entail   on  the  pro- 
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prletors  of  the  sugar  estates  in  the  British  Colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  with  probably  the  single  exception  of  Barbadocs.  About 
the  year  1839  ^^^  question  of  obtaining  labourers  from  other  coun- 
tries began  to  occupy  public  attention  in  British  Guiana,  although 
as  early  as  1836,  a  Colonial  Indenture  Act  had  been  passed,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  enable  private  individuals  to  procure  labourers 
from  the  West  India  Islands  at  their  own  expense,  and  bring  them 
to  British  Guiana  under  contract  of  servitude  for  a  term  of  years. 
A  considerable  number  of  labourers  were  brought  in,  chiefly  from 
Barbadoes.  There  were  likewise  efforts  made  to  induce  Portuguese 
from  the  Island  of  Madeira  to  emigrate  to  British  Guiana,  but  it  was 
soon  found  that  they  were  not  adapted  to  the  climate,  and  the 
importation  was  stopped  by  the  Imperial  Government,  while  those 
who  had  taken  up  their  residence  in  the  Colony  gave  no  labour  to 
the  planters  but  became  shopkeepers.  It  was  about  1848  that  the 
Coolie  immigration  commenced,  and  although  there  have  been  many 
changes  in  the  system,  the  Indian  and  Chinese  immigration  has  been 
on  the  whole  successful.  Although  the  Coolies  are  entitled  to  back 
pas-,.iges  after  a  residence  for  a  term  of  years,  a  comparatively  small 
proportion  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege,  and  these  are  generally 
such  as  are  able  to  take  what  they  consider  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  with  them,  ;^3o  to  ;^5o,  or  thereabouts.  For  several  years 
the  mode  of  defraying  the  cost  of  immigration  was  the  subject  of 
controversial  discussion  between  the  Imperial  and  Colonial  Govern- 
ments, but  a  satisfactory  arrangement  was  at  last  arrived  at,  under 
which  the  cost  is  divided  between  the  planters  and  the  Colonial 
treasury,  the  former  paying  the  larger  share  in  the  form  of  indenture 
fees.  When  the  compulsory  indenture  of  service  expires,  the 
labourers,  as  a  .rule,  renew  their  service  and  are  paid  an  indenture 
fee  equal  to  what  is  charged  to  the  planter  by  the  Government  on 
the  first  indenture.  The  Creole  labourers  never  bind  themselves 
to  service,  and  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  heavy  work,  such  as 
digging  trenches  and  canals,  is  performed  almost  exclusively  by  the 
negroes,  while  the  immigrant  labourers  are  chiefly  employed  in  weed- 
ing, cutting  and  carrying  canes  and  other  light  work.  Hospitals 
are  provided  on  all  the  estates  for  the  immigrants.  The  ordinances 
providing  for  the  immigration  both  of  Coolies  and  Chinese  had  been 
enacted  during  the  Administration  of  my  immediate  predecessor, 
Governor  Wodehouse,  and  my  instructions  were  to  carry  them  into 
effect.    There  was  an  efficient  immigration  department,  an  Inspector 
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General  of  Estate  Hospitals,  and  a  number  of  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates, who  disposed  of  the  cases  in  dispute  between  the  i)lanters 
and  labourers.  This  brief  reference  to  the  system  of  importing 
labourers  from  distant  countries  at  great  expense  will  enable  my 
readers  to  form  some  idea  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the  West 
Indian  planters  have  to  contend. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

IMPERIAL   SERVICE — BRITISH    GUIANA. 

A  FEW  months  after  my  arrival  in  British  Guiana  I  had  the  gratifi- 
cation of  receiving  the  following  letter  fron  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
The  distinction  conferred  on  me  of  being  admitted  to  such  an  Order 
I  have  always  valued,  as  evidence  that  I  was  deemed  by  my  official 
superiors  to  have  rendered  public  services  which  entitled  me  to 
admission  to  an  Order  of  merit  in  the  gift  of  my  Sovereign  : 

Private. 

Downing  Street,  31st  July,  1862. 

Mv  Dear  Mr.  Hincks, — It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
the  Queen  has  been  graciously  pleased,  on  my  recommendation,  to  confer  upon 
you  the  distinction  of  the  Third  Class  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath.  Your  name 
appeared  in  a  recent  Gazette. 

I  assure  you  I  consider  this  mark  of  Her  Majesty's  approval  honourably  won  by 
very  valuable  and  continued  service  in  several  Colonies  of  the  Empire. 

Believe  me, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

NEWCASTLE. 
Governor  Hincks. 


I  will  add  two  despatches  addressed  to  me  before  my  departure 
from  British  Guiana,  and  one  after  my  arrival  in  England  in  1869, 
which  I  think  is  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  of  the  addresses  from 
all  classes  of  the  population  of  British  Guiana  without  giving  those 
addresses  at  length  and  the  replies  to  them. 

Downing  Street,  8th  December,  1868. 

Sir, — In  my  despatch  of  this  day's  date  I  have  informed  you  that  the  Queen 
has  been  pleased  to  enlarge  the  existing  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George,  and 
to  extend  it  to  all  the  British  Colonies,  and  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  submitting 
your  name  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  dignity  of  a  Knight  Commander  of  that  Order. 
Her  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  approve  of  that  recommendation. 

It  has  been  very  satisfactory  to  me  to  mark  my  recognition  of  your  services  in 
more  than  one  important  position,  by  including  your  name  in  the  first  list  of 
appointments  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Queen  on  the  extension  of  the 
Order. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

BUCKINGHAM  &'  CHANDOS. 
Governor  Hincks,  C.B.,  dfc,  &^.,  &'c. 
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Downing  Strkkt,  ist  January,  1869. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  recommenilation  of  my 
predecessor,  Mr.  Scott,  late  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Natal,  has  been  appointed  hy 
Her  Majesty  to  succeed  you  in  the  (Government  of  British  Ciuiana,  and  will  take 
his  departure  for  that  Colony  by  the  mail  |>acket  of  the  2nd  instant. 

The  estimation  in  wiiich  your  services  were  held  by  Her  Majesty's  late  Ciovern- 
ment  will  have  l)een  conveyed  to  you  by  my  predecessor's  despatch,  dated  the  8th 
ultimo,  announcinj;  that,  on  his  recommendation,  Her  Majesty  was  about  to  confer 
upon  you  the  dignity  of  Knight  Commander  of  the  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St. 
George. 

The  records  of  this  department  afford  abundant  evidence  of  the  zeal  and 
indefatigable  activity  with  which  you  have  devoted  yourself  to  advance  the  interest 
of  the  Colony  under  your  (iovernment,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  approval  of 
those  services  by  Iler  Majesty's  (jovernment  will  be  in  entire  accordance  with  the 
feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient    •  want, 

(Signed;,  GRANVILLE. 

Governor  Hincks,  C.B. 
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Downing  Street,  2nd  April,  1869. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  Earl  Granville  to  inform  you  that  he  has  had  before 
him  your  despatch  No.  29,  of  23rd  January,  enclosing  copies  of  the  various 
addresses  presented  to  you  by  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana  on  the  occasion  of 
your  departure  from  that  Colony. 

Lord  Granville  h.asread  these  Addresses  with  great  pleasure,  evincing,  as  they  do, 
the  satisfaction  which  your  Administration  of  the  (iovernment  of  British  Guiana 
appears  to  have  given  to  all  classes  of  the  community.  His  Lordship  has  noticed 
with  especial  interest  the  last  of  these  Addresses,  in  which  allusion  is  made  to  the 
improvements  effected  by  you  in  the  nianagement  and  general  administration  of 
the  Negro  Villages  of  the  Colony  ;  and  it  has  occurred  to  him  that  ])ossibly  the 
policy  so  successfully  adopted  by  you  in  British  (juiana  might  be  aiiplicd  with 
advantage  to  the  other  negro  populations  of  the  West  Indian  Colonies  which  have 
formed  themselves  into  similar  groups.  I  am  desired,  therefore,  to  request  that  you 
will  favour  His  Lordship  with  your  opinion  upon  this  subject,  giving  a  short 
account  of  the  general  system  pursued  by  you,  and  pointing  out  any  particular 
regulations  or  provisions  of  law  that  you  may  consider  generally  applicable  to 
negro  populations  in  the  West  Indies. 

I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  R.  SANDFORD. 
Sir  Francis  Hincks,  K.C.M.G. 
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The  most  perplexing  subject  that  I  had  to  deal  with  in  British 
C'liiiana  was  that  of  immigration.  'I'he  (piestion  was  surrounded 
with  difficulties,  and  had  been  a  prominent  subject  of  correspondence 
between  the  Colonial  Department  and  the  Colony  for  several  years. 
To  discuss  it  satisfactorily  would  occupy  much  more  space  than  I 
could  afford,  and  moreover  the  subject  would  not  be  interesting  to 
Canadian  readers.  I  shall  not  therefore  enter  on  its  consideration. 
In  the  year  1866,  during  my  service  in  FJritish  Guiana,  the  Colony 
was  visited  by  Commissioners  from  Canada,  whose  object  was  to 
institute  enquiries  as  to  the  extension  of  commerce  between  Canada 
and  the  British  and  Foreign  West  Indies  and  Brazil.  This  Commis- 
sion originated,  as  I  always  understood,  with  Sir  Alexander  Gait,  then 
P'inance  Minister  of  Canada,  and  its  avowed  object  was  to  find  new 
channels  of  trade,  in  substitution  for  those  which  had  been  cut  off 
by  the  abrogation  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  with  the  United  States. 
Rather  more  than  ten  years  previously  Mr.  Hamilton  Merritt,  as  I 
have  already  noticed,  had  endeavoured  to  establish  similar  trade 
relations  with  tropical  countries.  There  was  never  the  least  i)ro- 
bability  that  the  views  entertained  by  Sir  Alexander  Gait  could  be 
carried  out,  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  are  shared  by  a  large 
number  of  peo|)le  in  Canada,  proof  of  which  was  given  by  the 
passage  of  a  resolution  of  the  Dominion  Board  of  Trade  in  1876, 
and  by  the  circulation  of  a  letter  in  their  support  written  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Montreal  Board  of  Trade.  The  prevalence  of  such 
views  is  moreover  indicated  by  the  demand,  which  has  been 
frequently  made  of  late,  that  Canada  should  be  allowed  to  negotiate 
her  own  treaties,  and  by  the  refusal  of  the  Dominion  to  allow  Canada 
to  be  included  in  commercial  treaties,  between  Great  Britain  and 
European  States,  which  contained  what  is  known  as  the  most 
favoured  nation  clause.  When  the  Canadian  Commissioners  visited 
British  Guiana  they  became  convinced  of  the  impracticability  of 
carrying  out  the  views  which  had  been  entertained  by  Sir  Alexander 
Gait,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  memorandftm,  which  was 
signed  in  duplicate  on  the  29th  January,  1866,  by  myself  as  Governor 
on  the  part  of  British  Guiana,  and  by  the  Hon.  William  McDougall 
on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  :  "  Memorandum — The  following 
"  propositions  are  agreed  to  by  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana  and 
"  by  the  Commissioners  from  British  North  America,  as  a  basis 
"  for  future  negotiations  on  the  subject  of  extended  commercial 
"  intercourse   between   British    North    America    and    the    British 
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"  Colonics  in  the  West  Indies,  ist.  That  customs  duties  and  jmrt 
"  charges  on  the  proihice  and  shipping  of  the  respective  ('olonies  shall 
"  be  levied  solely  for  revenue  puri)oses,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
'•  indispensable  establishments,  and  that  the  several  (governments 
'"  will  be  prepared  to  consider  in  a  liberal  spirit  any  complaint 
"  having  reference  to  imposts  that  may  be  preferred  by  another 
"  Government  on  the  ground  that  such  imposts  arc  calculated  to 
"  obstruct  trade.  2nd.  That  it  is  desirable  to  extend  and  improve 
'•  the  postal  communications  between  the  West  Indies  and  llrilish 
"  North  America.  3rd.  That  if  it  should  be  found  jjracticable  to 
"  effect  a  satisfactory  arrangement  for  the  establishment  of  su<  h  a 
"  communication  on  the  basis  of  the  West  India  Colonies  contri- 
"  buting  a  fair  proi)ortion  to  any  subsidy,  which  it  may  be  found 
"  necessary  to  grant,  the  (iovernorof  Uritish  Cluiana  will  be  i)repared 
"  to  recommend  the  Combined  Court  of  the  Colony  to  contribute  an 
"  equitable  share  of  such  subsidy."  That  share  it  was  understood 
would  be  one-half  each  for  the  British  West  India  Colonies  and  British 
North  America. 

The  Minute  cited  above  and  agreed  to  in  British  Guiana  was 
ratified  by  the  Governors-in-chief  of  the  Windward  and  Leeward 
Islands  in  the  following  Minutes  : 

"  Barbadoes,  9th  February,  1866. 
"  I  fully  concur  in  this  Minute.  With  regard  to  the  last  two  proposi- 
"  tions,  I   shall  be  quite  ready  as  soon  as  they  assume  a  practical 
*'  shape  to  promote  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  arrangement 
"  by  all  the  means  in  my  power. 

"(Signed),        JAMES  WALKER, 

"  Governor-in-chief  Windward  Islands. 


"  Antigua,  19th  February,  1866. 

"  I  fully  concur  in  the  accompanying  Minute,  and  with  the  advice 
"  of  my  local  Government,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  recommend  to 
"  the  Legislature  the  most  favourable  consideration  of  the  propositions 
"  therein  referred  to, 

"  STEPHEN  J.  HILL, 

"  Governor-in-Chief  of  Lee^vard  Islands." 
On  the  visit  of  the  Commissioners  to  Trinidad,  their  Chairman,  Hon. 
Wm.  McDougall,  submitted  the  following  memorandum,  and  received 
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the  reply  which  follows  it.  Memorandum — Referring  to  tlie 
interview  had  this  day  between  His  Kxeelleney  the  Hon.  J.  II.  J. 
Manncrs-Siitton,  Governor  of  Trinidad,  and  the  Commission  rs  on 
Trade  and  Commerce  from  British  North  America,  the  undersignt  ch 
for  the  purjiose  of  arriving  at  a  more  definite  understanding  of  tlie 
points  discussed  between  them,  has  the  honour  to  submit,  on  beha.* 
of  the  Commissioners,  the  following  propositions: — ist.  That 
measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  extend  trade  and  commerce  between 
British  North  America  and  the  West  Indian  Colonies,  and,  with  tliis 
view,  customs  duties  and  port  charges  on  the  produce  and  shijjping 
of  the  respective  countries  ought  to  be  levied  solely  for  revenue 
purposes,  and  the  support  of  indis])ensable  establishments.  2n(l- 
That  the  present  jjostal  communication  between  British  North 
America  and  the  West  Indies  is  unsatisfiictory,  and  ought  to  be 
improved,  and  to  that  end  the  several  Colonies  ought  to  assist  by  a 
subvention  (if  found  necessary)  to  secure  the  establishment  of  a 
"  semi-monthly  line  between  St.  Thomas  and  Halifax,  touching  at 
"  suitable  intermediate  commercial  ports  on  the  North  American 
"  coast. 

"(Signed),         WM.  McDOUGALL, 

"  Chairman  B.  N.  A  Commission. 

"  Port  of  Spain,  sth  Feb.,  1866." 


"  Memorandum — I  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the 
"  memorandum  of  the  Commissioners  of  trade  and  Commerce  from 
"  British  North  America,  that  any  customs  duties  or  port  charges 
"  which  may  obstruct  the  extension  of  trade  and  commerce  between 
"  the  West  Indian  Colonies  and  British  North  America,  and 
"  which  are  not  necessary  for  revenue  i)urposes,  should  be  removed. 
"  I  agree  also  with  the  Commissioners  in  the  opinion  that  the  existing 
"  system  of  postal  communication  between  the  West  Indies  and 
"  British  North  America  is  unsatisfactory,  and  I  shall  consider  with 
"  a  full  appreciation  of  the  commercial  importance  of  the  question 
"  any  scheme  which  may  be  submitted  to  me  for  the  improvement 
"  of  that  system. 

"  (Signed),        J.  H.  J.  MANNER3-SUTT0N. 
"Trinidad,  5th  Feb.,  1866." 


Sm  FRANCIS  IIINCKS,  K.C.M.O.,  CH. 


415 


vv; 


The  first  of  the  foregoing  agreements  is  daied  29th  J'in»'iry.  'I'ltl 
the  last  19th  February,  during  which  short  si)ace  of  time  the  Com- 
missioners had  obtained  what  they  themselves  deemed  satisfactory 
assurances  that  all  reasonable  facilities  would  be  afforded  for  the 
extension  of  trade  and  the  establishment  of  a  postal  service  by  the 
Governments  of  Ikitish  Guiana,  Trinidad,  the  Windward  Islands, 
embracing  Barbadoes,  St.  Vincent,  Grenada,  Tobago  and  St.  Lucia, 
and  the  Leeward  Islands,  including  Antigua,  Dominica,  St. 
Christopher,  Nevis,  Montserrat  and  the  Virgin  Islands.  In  due 
time,  the  Commissioners  made  their  report,  which  embraced  seven 
suggestions,  the  first  three  of  which  had  reference  to  the  promi)t 
establishment  of  a  line  of  steamers  between  Halifax  and  St.  Thomas, 
a  postal  convention  with  the  United  States,  and,  pending  the  con- 
struction of  the  International  Railway,  a  weekly  line  of  steamers •-<?"'  ^^^ 
between  Montreal  and  Halifiix. 

The  fourth  suggestion  was  "  to  procure  by  reciprocal  treaties  or 
"  otherwise  a  reduction  of  the  duties  now  levied  on  flour,  fish,  lumber 
"  pork,  butter  and  other  staple  productions  of  British  North  America 
"  in  the  West  Indies,  and  especially  in  Brazil  and  the  Colonies  of 
"Spain."  The  fifth,  "to  obtain,  if  possible,  from  the  Spanish  and 
"  Brazilian  authorities  a  remission  of  the  heavy  dues  now  chargeable 
"  on  the  transfer  of  vessels  from  the  British  to  the  Spanish  and 
"  Brazilian  flags."  Sixth,  "  '1  o  ]>rocure  by  negotiation  with  the 
"  proper  authorities  an  assimilation  of  the  tariffs  of  the  British  West- 
"  Indian  Colonies,  in  respect  to  flour,  lumber,  fish,  and  he  other 
"  staples  of  British  North  America,  a  measure  which  would  greatly 
"  facilitate  commercial  operations,  and  may  well  be  ur[,ed  in  view 
"of  the  assimilation  about  to  be  made  in  the  tariffs  of  Canada  and 
"  the  Maritime  Provinces."  Seventh  and  lastly,  "  To  promote  by 
"  prudent  legislation,  and  a  sound  fiscal  policy,  the  rai)id  develop- 
"  ment  of  the  great  natural  resources  of  the  British  North  American 
"  Provinces,  and  to  jjrcserve,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  ])ower,  the  advan- 
"  tage  which  they  now  possess,  of  being  able  to  produce  at  a  cheaper 
"  cost  than  any  other  country  most  of  the  great  staples  which  the 
"  inhabitants  of  the  tropics  must  procure  from  northern  i)orts."  I 
shall  offer  a  few  comments  on  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners.  No  action  whatever  was  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada  to  establish  the  line  of  steamers  which  its  com- 
missioners induced  the  West  Indian  Colonies  to  agree  to  subsidize  on 
joint  account.     In  regard  to  the  fourth    ■•   lution,  it  is   worthy    of 
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notice  that  in  the  agreements  entered  into  with  the  West  fndian 
(joverniiients  there  is  no  reference  whatever  to  "  reciprocal  treaties." 
All  that  was  asked  was  that  the  duties  should  he  levit;d  "  solely  for 
revenue  purposes."  Protective  duties  are  not  levied,  to  the  best  of 
my  belief,  in  any  of  the  British  West  India  Colonies  on  the  articles 
named  in  the  resolution,  hut  it  was  evidently  contemplated  that  those 
Colonies  might  adopt  discriminating  duties,  as  suggested  by  Sir  Alex- 
anderOalt,  in  his  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  17th  November, 
1865,  in  which  he  informtnl  them  "  that  this  (lovernment  would  be 
"  pre|)ared  to  recommend  to  Parliament  the  reduction,  or  even  the 
"abolition,  of  any  customs  duties  now  levied  on  the  productions  of 
"  these  countries,  if  corresponding  favour  were  shown  to  the  staples 
"  of  iiritish  North  America  in  those  markets."  I  am  not  aware  that 
excessive  duties  are  levied  in  any  of  the  Jiritish  West  India  Colonies, 
but  it  may  be  desirable  to  call  attention  to  the  opinions  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  their  special  notice  of  the  tariffs.  They  say  of  Dcm- 
erara,  "  'J'here  is  no  duty  on  exports  from  Demerara,  and  the  tariff  of 
"  duties  on  imports  is  generally  moderate,  the  amount  of  duties 
"  collected  being  about  14  percent,  on  the  value  of  goods  imported. 
"  When  the  revenue  of  the  country  will  permit  its  tar'^f  may  be 
"susceptible  of  some  modification  in  the  articles  of  fish  and  lum- 
"  ber."  I  find  nothing  in  the  report  of  the  complaints  made  by  the 
planters  in  British  Guiana  of  the  Canadian  tariff  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  they  were  well-founded.  They  complained  bit- 
terly of  the  discriminating  sugar  tariff  of  Canada,  under  which 
their  sugars,  which  are  of  a  superior  ([uality,  were  charged  higher 
duties  than  the  inferior  sugars  of  Jkazil,  and  of  some  of  the  British 
Colonies.  I  have  been  so  often  misunderstood  on  this  cpiestion  that 
I  must  explain  that  I  am  not  offering  my  personal  oj)inions.  Canada 
has  adopted  a  protective  policy,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  people, 
as  expressed  by  their  representatives  in  Parliament.  In  order  to 
encourage  sugar  refining,  the  duties  are  levied  according  to  colour, 
and  the  British  Cluiana  crystallized  centrifugal  is  practically  excluded 
from  the  Canadian  market.  No  such  comjjlaint  can  be  made  of 
any  West  Indian  tariff.  The  Commissioners,  several  of  whom  were 
experienced  commercial  men,  could  never  have  imagined  that  the 
duties  on  fish  and  lumber  were  not  i)aid  by  the  consumers  of  those 
articles,  or  that  their  importation  was  checked  by  the  tariff.  Of 
course  if  the  British  Colonies  had  charged  an  extra  dollar  a  barrel  on 
flour  from   the   United  States  the  effect  would  probably  have  been 
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to  divert  the  trade  in  that  article  to  Canada,  b'.it  Canadian  advocates 
of  reciprocity  have  always  shut  their  eyes  to  the  (jhvious  diflicullios 
in  their  way  :  ist.  The  tr()i)ical  countries,  foreign  as  well  as  IJritish, 
would  never  be  insane  enough  to  discriminate  against  the  United 
States,  a  country  with  twelve  times  the  pojjulation  of  JJritish  America, 
and,  moreover,  a  country  that  would  promptly  retaliate  were  an 
aggressive  policy  ad<)i)ted  towards  it.  2nd.  The  Im[)erial  (lovern- 
mcnt  would  never  permit  the  West  Indian  Colonics,  for  whose  fiscal 
pol'cy  it  is  responsible,  to  impose  discriminating;  duties.  It  is  rather 
extraordinary  that  the  idea  of  extending  trade  with  the  West  Indies 
at  the  time  of  the  abrogation  of  the  reciprocity  treaty  of  1854  seems 
to  have  been  founded  on  misconcei)tion.  The  Commissioners  in 
their  concluding  remarks  undertake  to  discuss  the  (piestion  :  "  Can 
"  British  America  compete  successfully  with  the  United  States  for 
"  the  trade  of  the  West  Indies  ?  "  In  doing  so  they  remark  :  "  'i'he 
"abrogation  of  a  treaty,  under  which  they  iinjjorted  free  of  duly  most 
"  of  the  staples  which  enabled  them  to  supjily  the  re(iiiirements  of  the 
"  West  Indies,  has  added  to  the  difficulties  under  which  that  trade 
"  must  now  be  carried  on.''  No  other  meaning  can  be  assigned  to 
the  foregoing  remark  than  that,  prior  to  the  abrogation '^f  the  treaty, 
the  United  States  were  importing  from  Canada  Hour  and  other  staples 
dutyfree,  and  shipping  them  to  the  West  Indies.  Tiie  Commis- 
sioners obviously  forgot  that  all  such  articles  could  be  exported  in 
bond  after  the  abrogation  of  the  treaty.  The  United  Slates  ports  are 
much  nearer  to  the  British  West  Indies  than  the  Canadian  ones,  and, 
being  open  throughout  the  year,  enable  persons  engaged  in  commei<  e 
to  establish  regular  lines  of  trading  vessels  between  the  West  Indian 
Colonies  and  New  York  and  Baltimore.  Kven  for  passenger  tralfic, 
the  favourite  route  to  America  from  Demerara  was  by  the  regular 
traders  to  Baltimore.  Passing  over  the  5th  suggestion  of  the  Com- 
missioners, which  has  no  application  to  the  British  Colonies,  I  |)ro- 
ceed  to  notice  the  6th,  which  advocates  an  assimilation  of  the  tariffs 
of  the  British  West  India  Colonies,  and,  moreover,  claims  that  "  this 
"  may  well  be  urged  in  view  of  the  assimilation  about  to  be  made  in 
"  the  tariffs  of  Canada  and  the  Maritime  Provinces."  As  to  the  last 
reas:)n,  it  would  be  difficult  to  characterize  it  without  giving  offence. 
The  assimilation  in  Canada  was  to  be  the  result  of  the  Confederation. 
Newfoundland  has  not,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  had  not  for  some 
years  after  the  report,  the  same  tariff.  The  West  India  Colonies  have 
each  their  own  fiscal  policy,  and  regulate   their  tariffs  according  to 
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their  own  necessities.     It  has  been  a  favourite  complaint  in  Canada, 
but  I  never  could  imagine  on  what  ground.     To  a  Canadian  exporter, 
as  long  as  the  tariff  is    imposed   for  revenue  alone,  it  can   make  no 
difference  whatever  whether  the  duty  on  flour  is  50c,  $1.00,  or  $1.50  i 
it  must  fall  on  the  consumer,  and  not  on  the  shipper.     But  if  people 
are  anxious  to  know  the  rates  of  duty,   nothing  would  be  easier  than 
to  have  Uiem  sent  periodically  to  the  Government  of  the  Dominion. 
The  report  of  the  Commissioners   contains  them  all,  and  yet  I  doubt 
whulher  any  exporter  has  ever  taken   the  trouble  to  ascertain   the 
rates  of  duty.     The  7th  suggestion  is  merely  advice  to  the  Canadian 
people  to  preserve  the  advantage  they  now  possess  of  being  able  "  to 
produce   at  a   cheaper  cost  than  any  other  country  "  most  of  the 
great   staples    which  the  inhabitants   of  the   Tropics  must  procure 
from    Northern    ports.       I  shall  not  discuss  how   far    recent  legis- 
lation has  tended  to  enable   our  producers  to  supply  the   markets 
at   a  cheaper   cost,  but    I   may  notice  again  the  great   advantage 
which    the     United    States    possess   by    their    proximity    to    the 
West    India    Colonies.     Let   it   be   imagined  that   a  miller  in   the 
Western  peninsula  of  Ontario  desires  to  send  a  consignment  of  flour 
to  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  or  British  Guiana,  and  let  me  ask  any  intelli- 
gent man  whether  he  would  send  it  via  Montreal  and  the  St.  Lawrence 
or  via  New  York.     Canada  will  continue  to  enjoy  the  principal  trade 
in  fish  and  lumber  to  all  tropical  countries,  foreign  as  well  as  Brilish, 
but  I  have  never  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  that  there  is  any  ground 
for  anticipating  that   extended  commerce   that  it  was  the  object  of 
the  Commissioners  of  1866  to  secure.     Entertaining  the  views  which 
I  have  expressed  above,  I  was  not  surprised  at  the  complete  failure 
of  the  West   India  Commission   of  1866,  but  I   confess  that  I  was 
amazed  at  a  revival  of  the  project  some  ten  years  later,  in  1876-7.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  Dominion  Board  of  Trade,  in  1877,  attention  was 
called  by  the  chairman  to  letters  on  the  West  India  Trade,  written  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Patterson,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board.     Mr.  Patterson  took 
precisely  the  view  which  Sir  Alexander  Gait  had  done  in  1865,  and 
which  has  been  already  quoted,  that  it  would  be  expedieut  to  abolish 
customs  duties  levied  on  the  ^'roducts  of  the  West  Indies,  if  corres- 
ponding favour  were  shown  to  the  staples  of  British  North  America 
in  the  tropical  markets.  The  Imperial  Government  clearly  intimated 
that  difficulties  might  arise  "  if  any  Colony  or  Colonies  should  make 
"  arrangements  for  giving  to  one  foreign  country  advantages  which 
"  are  not  given  to  others."  My  own  opinion  is  that  there  is  no  coun- 
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try  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge,  more  interested  than  Canada  in 
adhering  strictly  to  the  provision  generally  adopted  in  all  modern 
commercial  treaties,  and  known  as  "  the  most  favoured  nation  clause." 
Canada,  which  has  suffered  very  much  from  the  non-recognition  of 
this  principle  by  France,  has  nevertheless  deliberately  refused  to  be 
included  in  the  commercial  treaties  negotiated  by  the  Imperial 
Government  with  Germany  and  Belgium.  I  am  unaware  that  any 
reason  has  been  given  for  this  refusal,  but  the  only  inference  that  I 
can  draw  is  that  the  Government  of  Canada  desires  to  be  free  to 
make  bargains  with  foreign  countries,  for  reducing  or  abolishing 
duties,  provided  corresponding  favour  should  be  shown  to  Canada.  It 
is,  however,  clear  that,  so  long  as  the  subsisting  connection  between 
Canada  and  the  Empire  is  maintained,  the  former  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  discriminate  against  foreign  countries,  which  have  treaty 
engagements  with  the  latter.  In  the  year  1882  an  interesting 
correspondence  took  place  between  the  Imperial  and  Canadian 
Governments  with  reference  to  trade  rej^ulations  withjamaica.  The 
Governor  of  Jamaica,  Sir  A.  Musgrave,  had  reported  that  he  had 
learned  *'  from  unofficial  but  trustworthy  sources  that  the  Govern- 
"  mcnt  of  Canada  desires  to  enter  into  special  commercial  arrange- 
"  ments  with  that  Colony  and  the  British  West  Indies  generally  in 
"  the  direction  of  reciprocal  concessions  in  reduction  of  import 
*'  duties,"  and  that  he  had  refused  to  entertain  the  subject.  The 
Secretary  of  State  added  :  "  I  need  scarcely  say  that  Sir  A.  Mus- 
"  grave  is  entirely  right  in  his  assumj^tion  that  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
"  ernment  could  not  sanction  any  arrangements  which  would  involve 
"  the  creation  of  differential  duties  in  favour  of  Canada."  This  was 
a  clear  and  distinct  repudiation  of  the  principle  advocated  by  Sir 
Alexander  Gait  in  1865  and  by  Mr.  Patterson,  and  several  members 
of  the  Dominion  Board  of  Trade  in  1877.  It  is  interesting  to  learn 
from  the  Order-in-Council  that  the  Dominion  Government  rather 
abated  their  pretensions.  Abandoning  altogether  the  claim  to  dis- 
criminate in  favour  of  one  foreign  Government  against  another  the 
Council  records  its  dissent  from  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  "  that  as  between  portions  of  the  said  Empire  no 
"  duties  discriminating  in  favour  of  British  as  against  foreign  indus- 
"  try  can  be  sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,"  and  in  sup- 
port of  its  pretension,  reference  was  made  to  the  reciprocal  free 
interchange  of  products  between  Canada,  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick  prior  to  confederation.     The  case  cited  was  not  a  strong 
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one,  as  the  interchange  was  of  natural  products  of  adjoining  provinces. 
However  the  Order  proceeded  to  maintain  that  "  it  is  competent  for 
"  any  of  the  Colonies  possessing  representative  and  responsible  Gov- 
"ernments  to  enter   into  mutual  agreements  for  either   partial  or 
"  absolute  free  trade  with  the  Mother  Country  or  with  each  other,  or 
"  with    both,  discriminating   against   other  countries."     The   other 
Colonies  possessing  representative  and  responsible  Governments  are 
tne  Australian  and  South  African  dependencies  and  the  Island  of  New- 
foundland.   It  is  true  that  the  Order-in-Council  maintains  that  "  the 
"  same  principle  should  also  apply  in   the  Crown   Colonies,  but  as 
"  their  action  must  be  through  Her  Majesty's  Government,  it  is  evid- 
"  ent    that   their  wishes  cannot  be   carried   into  effect   without  the 
"  sanction  of  the  Imperial  Executive."     It  is  clear  from  a  perusal  of 
their  own   Minute   that  the  Dominion  Government  has  comi)letely 
abandoned  the  pretension  to  establish  reciprocal  trade  with  the  West 
Indies,  the  only  British  Colonies   with  which  it  was  sought,  and  there 
was  no  pretension  in  the  Minute  that  it  was  competent  to  negotiate 
treaties  of  reciprocity    with  foreign  Governments.     The    Secretary 
of  State   contented  himself  with  acknowledging  the  receipt   of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Council,  without  expressing  any  further 
opinion  on  the  matter.     When  the  subject  was  again  brought  for- 
ward in  the  Dominion  Board  of  Trade  and  in  the  letters  of  its  Secre- 
tary, I  contributed  several  articles  on  the  subject  to  the  Montreal 
Journal  of  Commerce,  which  were  criticized  at  some  length  by  Mr. 
George  Gordon  Dustan  of  Halifax  and  by  Mr.  Patterson.     I  found 
it  impossible  to  make  either  gentleman   comprehend  my  position  on 
the  question,  which  was  simply  to  explain  the  utter  impossibility  of 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  principal  West  India  Colonies  to  any 
reciprocal  trade  measure  so  long  as  the  Canadian  tariffdiscriminated 
against  the  sugars  which  the  most  influential  West  Indian  planters 
were  interested  in  exporting.     It  was  held  by  my  opponents  that  I 
was  personally  favourable  to  an  alteration  of  the  tariff,  whereas  I 
repeatedly  explained  that  I  merely  wished  to  convey  the  opinions  of 
the  West  India  planters  on  the  subject.  I  was  told  that  I  was  endeav- 
ouring  "  to  forward  the  personal  interest  of  a  small  number  of  per- 
"  sons  in  one  or  two  West  India  Colonies,"  the  fact  being  that  in  the 
sugar  refiners'  report  cited  by  Mr.  Dustan  it  was  stated  that  "  the 
"  bulk  of  the  British  Guiana  crop  now  comes  in  the  form  of  crystal- 
"  lized  centrifugal  sugar  and  goes  to  the  consumer."     British  Guiana 
exports  50  per  cent,  more  sugar  than  any  other  British  Colony  in  the 
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West  Indies,  Trinidad  coming  next,  which  is  annually  increasing  its 
exports  of  the  higher  grades,  while  IJarbadoes,  which  comes  next, 
produces  grocery  muscovados  fit  for  the  consumer.  The  producers  of 
these  superior  sugars  are  the  influential  classes  in  the  respective 
Colonies,  and,  however  it  may  suit  Canada  to  encourage  sugar  refin- 
ing, it  cannot  be  expected  that  those  whose  interests  are  damaged 
by  such  a  policy,  will  be  inclined  to  grant  special  favours  to  those 
who  maintain  it.  I  was  unable  to  convince  those  who  advocated  a 
uniform  tariff  in  all  the  British  Colonies  that  such  a  policy  was 
simply  impracticable.  'J'here  are  some  fifteen  Colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  each  having  its  own  Legislature  and  its  own  system  of  finance. 
To  expect  these  Colonies  to  enter  into  an  agreement,  to  have  one 
common  tariff  without  reference  to  their  own  special  wants,  and  this 
merely  to  satisfy  the  caprice  of  the  Dominion  Board  of  Trade,  is  one 
of  the  most  unreasonable  propositions  that  I  ever  heard  of.  The 
duties,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  are  imposed  strictly  for  revenue  in  all 
the  Colonies,  and  the  bulk  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  with  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States,  neither  of  which  countries  has  ever 
made  such  a  demand  as  that  of  Canada  for  a  uniform  tariff.  I  have 
possibly  devoted  too  much  space  to  the  West  India  trade  question, 
but  I  have  naturally  felt  considerable  niterest  in  it  from  the  fact  that 
in  1854,  on  Mr.  Merritt's  committee,  in  1866,  when  Governor  of 
British  Guiana,  and  again  in  1877,  I  took  an  active  part  in  maintain- 
ing the  views  which  I  have  expressed  in  the  foregoing  pages. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

RELATIONS   WITH    THE    UNITED    STATES. 

Soon  after  my  return  to  England,  in  1869,  I  was  led  to  take  an 
interest  in  what  was  generally  known  as  the  Alabama  Question.  Mr. 
Rcverdy  Johnson,  the  Minister  from  the  United  States  had  succeeded, 
after  protracted  negotiations,  first  with  Lord  Stanley,  and,  after  the 
change  of  Ministry,  with  Lord  Clarendon,  in  agreeing  to  a  convention 
with  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty,  which  required  the  ratification 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  To  the  surprise,  and  I  may  add 
the  indignation,  of  the  people  of  England,  the  treaty  was  rejected, 
mainly  by  the  influence  of  Mr.  Charles  Sumner,  one  of  the  Senators 
from  Massachusetts.  Having  taken  an  interest  in  previous  negotia- 
tions between  the  two  Governments,  I  was  led  to  examine  the  ques- 
tion very  carefully,  and,  having  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
rejection  of  the  treaty  was  most  fortunate,  in  regard  to  the  interests 
of  Great  Britain,  I  published  the  following  letter  in  the  London 
Daily  News  of  ist  June,  1869,  over  my  signature,  giving  my  reasons 
for  believing  that  the  rejection  of  the  treaty  was  rather  a  matter  for 
congratulation  than  regret  : 

OUR  RELATIONS  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
To  THE  Editor  of  the  Daily  iVcws. 

Sir, Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  and  written,  both  in  England  and 

the  Unii  '  States,  on  the  questions  in  dispute  between  the  lospective  Govtinmcnts, 
I  venture  ii,  link  that  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  present  some  points  in  a  new 
light.  The  subject  is  one,  in  which,  from  my  long  connection  with  Canada,  and 
from  the  ties  which  bind  me  to  the  Dominion,  I  take  a  deep  interest.  I  do  not 
propose  either  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  recognizing  the 
fact  of  belligerency,  or  to  add  one  word  to  what  has  been  written  on  the  so-called 
«'  Alabama  claims."  The  wisest  course  for  British  subjects  to  take  under  existing 
circumstances  is  to  give  a  cordial  and  united  support  to  her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  to  make  no  further  admissions,  such  as  those  of  wliich  Mr.  Sumner  has  made 
so  much  use  in  his  late  speech.  It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  result  of  that 
speech  has  been  to  produce  the  same  unanimity  of  opinion  in  this  country  on  the 
questions  at  issue  that  has  long  prevailed  in  the  United  States,  and  on  which  the 
Government  of  that  country  can  always  rely,  when  engaged  in  negotiations  with 
foreign  Powers.  Mr.  Sumner's  speech  has  been  most  vehemently  denounced  in 
England,  but  I  venture  to  think  that  by  exerting  his  influence  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  for  procuring  the  rejection  of  the   late  treaty, 
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and  by  his  candid  exposition  of  the  views  of  his  countrymen  on  the  subject  of 
their  claims,  he  has  rendered  an  essential  service  to  this  country.  There  can  no 
longer  be  any  doubt  that  the  rejected  treaty  is  suscejitible  of  two  constructions. 
It  was  the  intention,  at  least  I  assume  that  it  was,  of  Lords  Stanley  and  Claren- 
don to  leave  to  arbitration  all  hoiia  fuk  claims  for  losses  caused  by  the  destruction 
of  property  by  the  Alabama  and  other  Confederate  vessels.  It  was  not  their 
intention,  at  least  I  cannot  believe  that  it  was,  to  submit  to  arbitration  claims  for 
losses  caused  by  the  (Queen's  proclamation  of  belligerency.  To  this  day  the  news- 
papers of  the  United  States,  and  the  American  correspondents  of  English  news- 
pa[)ers  write  of  the  "  Alabama  claims,"  comprehending  under  that  term  any 
claims  of  a  similar  character  that  may  have  been  ]ireferred.  Mr.  Sunnier  has 
startled  us  by  his  claim  for  hundreds  of  millions  of  losses  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  the  Queen's  proclamatit)n,  and  we  have  visited  on  his  head  all  the  just 
indignation  that  we  feel  at  such  demands.  Hut  the  really  serious  aspect  of  the 
question  is  that  Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson  believed  that  under  the 
treaty,  the  text  of  which,  it  may  be  hoped,  they  interpreted  very  dilTerently  from 
the  English  Plenipotentiaries,  all  these  claims  would  be  admitted.  It  strikes  me 
that  sufficient  attention  has  not  been  paid  in  this  country  to  the  remarkable  article 
in  the  April  number  of  '.he  North  American  Kivkui,  signed  "  Henry  IJrooks 
Adams,"  from  which  I  have  made  the  following  extracts: 

"  The  second  effort,  therefore,  resulted  in  moving  the  British  Government  so  far 
as  to  concede  the  general  princi|)le  that  the  claims  were  a  ])roper  subject  for  nego- 
tiation, and  to  offer  of  its  own  accoril  a  reference  to  arbitration,  if  the  question  as 
to  the  declaration  of  belligerency  were  omitted.  The  United  States  accepted  the 
principle  of  arbitration,  but  refused  to  omit  any  part  of  the  argument.  Mr. 
Seward  now  subsided  again  into  silence,  and  left  the  British  Covernment  to  reflect 
upon  the  situation.  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  died.  Mr.  Adams  retireel.  Mr.  Seward's 
own  retirement  was  near  at  hand,  and  Lord  Stanley  had  but  a  slender  hold  on  his 
post.  One  more  effort  was  felt  to  be  necessary,  in  view  of  the  hazards  involved 
in  leaving  the  question  open.  A  new  expedient  now  occurred  to  our  Government. 
On  examination  of  the  Claims  Convention  of  1S53  it  was  found  to  contain  the 
following  general  expression  in  regard  to  evidence  offered  to  the  Commission  ; 

"  The  Commissioners  .  .  .  shall  be  bound  to  receive  and  peruse  all  written 
documents  or  statements  which  may  be  presented  to  them  by  or  on  behalf  of  their 
respective  Governments  in  support  of  or  in  answer  to  any  claim."  The  arbitrator 
was  under  the  same  oblitiation. 

"  This  form  of  convention,  if  adopted  without  any  change,  would  satisfy  all  the 
requirements  of  the  situation.  The  argument  as  to  premature  recognition  would 
be  admitted,  and  the  British  Government  was  at  liberty  to  excuse  its  concession, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  merely  re-ado|)ting  the  Convention  of  1S53,  which  had 
proved  so  successful.  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson  was  accordingly  despatched  with  the 
Convention  of  1853  in  his  hand.  He  found  Lord  Stanley  anxious  to  effect  a  settle- 
ment, and  he  negotiated  a  convention  which  was,  as  he  supposed,  conformable  to 
his  instructions.  Lord  Stanley  abandoned  his  own  ground  as  completely  as  he 
had  abandoned  the  ground  taken  by  his  predecessors.  lUil  this  was  not  enough. 
When  the  treaty  arrived  in  Washington,  in  November  last,  it  was  found  that  Mr. 
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Johnson  had  departed  more  widely  than  was  approved  from  the  text  of  1853.  Mr. 
Seward  sent  word  that  more  concessions  were  required.  Our  Government  actually 
dictated  the  treaty  in  its  own  words;  and,  as  though  to  complete  the  revenge, 
Lord  Stanley,  the  signer  of  the  November  treaty,  represented  the  Conservative 
party,  and  Lord  Clarendon,  representing  Earl  Russell  and  the  memory  of  Lord 
Palmerston,  put  his  name  to  the  final  treaty  of  Deceml^er.  Our  national  history 
furnishes  no  other  example  of  such  diplomatic  triumph.  Within  three  years  Eng- 
land yielded  in  rapid  succession  every  point  we  had  ever  claimed.  Well  may  the 
Times  say  that  she  had  gone  to  the  verge  of  humiliation  !  Had  she  in  1862  fore- 
seen any  such  result,  she  would  have  followed  the  suggestion  of  France,  and  there 
would  have  been  combined  interference  of  the  Great  Powers  in  our  alfairs.  This 
end  was  what  Lord  Palmerston  feared  when  he  hesitated  so  long  as  to  the  policy 
to  be  pursued,  and  was  outvoted,  it  is  said,  in  the  Cabinet." 

Mr.  Sumner,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  has  not  alleged  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  any  new  grievance.  It  would  be  tedious  to  cite  extracts  from  his 
speech  to  prove  my  assertion  that  his  objection  to  the  treaty  is  that  it  did  not  pro- 
vide for  the  reference  to  arbitration  of  claims  founded  on  the  proclamation 
recognising  belligerency.  Mr.  Sumner  draws  a  distinction  between  national  and 
individual  claims,  but  under  the  former  head  he  classes  vast  claims,  a  portion  of 
which  he  estimated  at  110,000,000  dollars,  wliich,  however,  fell  upon  individuals, 
and  which,  according  to  Mr.  Seward's  construction  of  the  treaty,  would  most 
assuredly  have  been  presented  to  the  arbitrators.  Let  us  contrast  Mr.  Sumner's 
speech  with  Mr.  Henry  Adams'  article  in  the  Norlh  American,  and  then 
refer  to  the  text  of  the  tr'  ity.  Mr.  Adams  contends  in  support  of  the  treaty 
that  it  was  "dictated"  by  his  Government,  which  had  never  before  obtained 
such  a  "diplomatic  triumph;"  that  England  had  been  brought  to  the 
"verge  of  humiliation  ; "  that  the  "revenge"  was  completed  ;  that  "England 
yielded  in  rapid  succession  every  point  we  had  ever  claimed."  That  is  the 
construction  of  the  treaty,  according  to  Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson. 
Mr.  Sumner,  on  the  other  hand,  placing  on  the  treaty  a  candid  construction, 
and  knowing  well  that  it  was  not  intended  to  cover  claims  founded  on  the 
proclamatir-n,  declares  that  "the  massive  grievance  is  left  untouched  ;  "  that  "  it 
conceals  the  main  cause  of  offence  ;  "  that  it  is  "  a  snare  "  and  "  a  capitulation." 
No  man  of  common-sense  can  doubt  either  that  Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Sumner, 
who  concur  in  resenting  the  proclamation  of  neutrality,  place  a  different  construc- 
tion on  the  tieaty,  or  that  Mr.  Sumner's  construction  of  it  is  that  favourable  to 
England.  But  let  us  examine  the  treaty  for  ourselves.  The  most  startling  fact 
connected  with  it  is  the  important  discrepancy  between  the  preamble  and  the 
articles,  and  this  I  have  not  seen  noticed  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  which  has 
taken  place  in  England  and  the  United  States.  Mr.  Sumner,  in  his  speech, 
says  : — "  I  quote  the  preamble,  as  it  is  the  key-note  to  the  treaty."  What,  then, 
is  the  preamble  ?  I  need  not  quote  it  at  length,  but  shall  merely  point  out  that 
it  refers  to  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  of  subjects  of  her  Majesty, 
which  "  have  been  made,"  and  proceeds  to  recite  that  '•'  some  of  such  claims  are 
still  pending,  and  remain  unsettled,"  and  that  her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  being  of  opinion  that  "  a  speedy  and  equitable 
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settlement  of  all  such  claims,"  will  contribute,  etc.,  liave  resolved,  etc.  Now  let 
us  refer  to  the  first  nnd  third  articles.  Article  I  provides  for  tlie  reference  of  all 
claims,  "  including  the  so-called  Alabama  claims,"  which  have  been  jiresented 
and  which  remain  unsettled.  This  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  preamble  ;  but 
it  proceeds — "  as  Afcll  as  any  otlier  such  claims  which  may  be  presented  within 
the  time  specified  in  Article  3  j  "  that  is,  within  six  months  from  the  day  of  the 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  who  may  extend  the  time  still  further.  If 
the  ti'eaty  had  been  ratified,  every  merchant  or  ship-owner  in  the  United  States 
might  have  presented  claims  for  losses  consequent  on  the  proclamation  of  belliger- 
gency,  and  there  can  be  1..  le  doubt  that  such  claims  would  have  been  recognized 
by  the  United  States,  and  repudiated  by  the  British  Commissioners.  It  would 
then  have  been  necessary  to  resort  to  an  umpire,  to  decide  as  to  the  construction 
of  the  treaty.  And  here  it  may  be  well  to  consider  the  provision  made  by  the  treaty 
for  umpirage.  The  Commissioners  on  either  side  might  require  that  any  claim 
should  be  submitted  to  the  umpirage  of  "  a  sovereign,  or  head  of  a  friendly  State  ;  " 
and  in  that  case  the  two  Governments  were  to  select  sucli  an  umpire,  but  no  provi- 
sion was  made  for  the  highly  probable  contingency  of  disagreement  between  them  on 
this  most  important  point.  It  seems,  therefore,  probable  that  the  only  escape  from  a 
dead  lock  would  have  been  by  resorting  to  the  expedient  nrovided  for  the  Com- 
missioners, who,  in  theevent  of  their  not  concurring  in  the  clij-ce  of  an  umpire,  were 
each  to  select  one,  and  then  to  cast  lots  as  to  which  of  the  two  should  act  in  each 
case.  Mr.  Sumner  objects  to  this  expedient,  saying,  "The  moral  sense  is  dis- 
turbed by  such  a  process  at  any  stage  of  the  trial."  If  the  claims  were  of  compar- 
ative insignificance  in  amount,  as  they  were  supposed  to  be,  no  great  objection 
could  be  made  to  the  plan  agreed  on  ;  but  it  would  be  a  fatal  error  to  leave  claims 
amounting  to  hundreds  of  millions  to  be  decided  by  an  umjiire  chosen  by  lot.  It 
seems  most  desirable,  before  agreeing  to  any  arbitration  on  the  subject,  that  the 
amounts  and  grounds  of  the  claims  on  both  sides  should  be  in  possession  of  the 
respective  Governments.  I  own  that  I  am  unable  to  conceive  how  any  l£nglish- 
man  who  carefully  studies  Mr.  Henry  Adams'  article  in  the  North  American,  to- 
gether with  Mr.  Sumner's  candid  declaration  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  claims 
which  would  have  been  preferred  under  the  treaty,  can  do  otherwise  than  rejoice 
at  its  rejection  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  I  shall  not  add  a  word  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  done  under  the  circumstances,  believing  that  public  discussion  is 
calculated  to  do  more  harm  than  good.  I  may,  however,  observe  that  I  have  as 
much  confidence  in  the  sincerity  and  straightforwardness,  and,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  in  the  friendship  for  England  and  desire  for  peace  of  Mr.  Sumner,  as  of  any 
influential  statesman  in  the  United  States.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  would  be  a 
party  to  a  treaty  the  construction  of  which  was  open  to  doubt.  I  admit  that  it  is 
possible,  though  it  seems  highly  improbable,  that  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
were  made  aware  that  Mr.  Seward  intended  to  make  the  propriety  of  the  Queen's 
proclamation  of  neutrality  a  subject  for  arbitration,  under  the  cover  of  claims 
founded  on  losses  sustained  in  consequence  thereof.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
declaration  has  yet  been  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  to  their  construc- 
tion of  the  treaty,  but  most  assuredly  there  is  a  wide  difll'erence  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  between  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.   Henry  Brooks  Adams,  who  defends  the 
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treaty,  and  professes  to  ex])lain  Mr.  Seward's  intentions.  It  is  worthy  of  notice 
that  Mr.  Cleorpe  Tichnor  Curtis,  a  well-known  writer  for  the  periodical  press  in 
the  United  States,  gave  his  opinion  of  the  treaty  in  a  letter  to  tlic  New  York  Uorld 
some  montlis  af;o.  lie  adopted  the  same  construction  of  the  text  as  Mr.  Sumner, 
but  he  approved  of  the  treaty,  on  the  express  ground  that  "the  right  of  any  nation 
to  declare  itself  neutral  in  a  contest  which  has  sprung  up  between  rebels  control- 
ling  a  great  extent  of  country  and  their  lawful  government,  is  a  right  which  can- 
not lie  questioned,  Icist  of  all  can  it  be  rjuestioned  by  us."  It  is  rather  singular 
that  neither  Mr.  Sumner  nor  Mr.  Curtis  should  have  noticed  the  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  i)reamble  of  the  treaty  and  the  articles,  though  Mr.  Sumner  calls  the 
former  "  the  key-note." 

FRANCIS  niNCKS. 
Reform  Club,  M.iy  31,  1869. 


I  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that  my  views  met  the  approba- 
tion of  many,  and  I  retained  in  my  possession  a  copy  of  a  Liver- 
pool paper,  \\\(t  Financial  Reformer,  which  contained  an  able  article 
which  I  think  worth  preserving,  and  which  I  shall  here  insert : 

RKJECTION    OK   THE   ALABAMA   TREATY   A    HAITV    RIDDANCE. 

In  a  letter  published  in  the  Daily  Nnus  Sir  F.  Hincks,  late  Governor  of 
Barbadoes,  then  of  Demerara,  and  formerly  Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  gives 
cogent  reasons  for  believing  that  the  rejection  of  the  Treaty  which,  according  to 
the  American  negotiator,  was  to  settle  all  disputes,  and  place  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  in  everlasting  harmony  with  each  other,  is  a  matter  for  conjjra- 
tulation  rather  than  regret  ;  and  that  if  that  Treaty  had  been  ratified  by  the 
American  Senate  its  inevitable  results  would  have  been  complications  more  com- 
plicated and  difficulties  more  difficult  to  be  overcome  than  any  which  exist  at 
present ; — in  short,  that,  notwithstanding  the  preposterous  claims  advanced  by 
Mr.  Senator  Sumner,  we  ought  to  be  very  much  obliged  to  him  for  preventing  its 
ratification.  Why  it  should  have  been  rejected  when  it  conceded  all  that 
America  had  ever  openly  demanded,  and,  thanks  to  the  astuteness  of  Mr.  .Seward 
and  the  Honourable  Keverdy  Johnson,  much  more  than  Lord  Stanley  and  Clarendon 
dreamt  of,  is  a  mystery  beyond  our  comjirehension. 

We  "  give  you  all,"  we  "can  no  more,"  their  Lordships  might  have  said,  or 
sung,  with  the  love-lorn  poet ;  but  they  were  by  no  means  in  a  position  to  add 
"  though  poor  the  offering  be,"  albeit,  Mr.  Senator  Sumner  thinks  the  "  all  "  so 
awfully  short  of  what  ought  to  be  given. 

Sir  Francis  Hincks  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that  though  the  Treaty,  negotiated 
by  Lord  Stanley,  who  was  anxious  to  secure  for  his  Government  the  credit  of 
settling  this  long-standing  dispute,  was  bad,  and  the  Treaty  as  extended  by  Lord 
Clarendon,  who,  as  naturally,  desired  to  save  his  Government  from  the  reproach 
of  preventing  the  settlement  of  a  quarrel  so  nearly  arranged  by  their  predecessors, 
— worse, — the  intention  of  both  their  Lordships  was  to  refer  to  arbitration  only 
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M/rfy?(/c  claims  for  losses  inflictcil  by  tlie  Alabama  aii<l  other  confederate  vessels 
sailing;  from  Hrilish  ports, — but,  l)y  no  means  those  ntirilmted  to  the  issue  of  the 
(Queen's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  conscmient  rci-of^'nition  of  btdli'^'crcnt 
rights  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  States.  Mr.  Sumner's  speech  was  based  on 
the  assumption  that  the  exclusion  of  such  extra  claims  was  both  the  intention  of 
their  Lordships  and  the  effect  of  the  Treaty,  but  how  mistaken  he  was  in  that 
assun)|)ti()n  Sir  Francis  shows  by  extracts  from  an  article  in  the  April 
nundiur  of  the  North  American  Revkiv^  signed  by  "  Henry  Hrooks  Adams,"  the 
purjjort  of  which  is  a  laudation  of  tiie  American  negotiators  as  having  achieved  a 
complfte  triumph  over  their  l.ordsiiips. 

"Uur  Government,"  says  Mr.  Henry  Hrooks  Adams,  "  actually  dictated  the 
treaty  in  its  own  words  ;  and,  as  thouj;h  to  comjilete  the  revenge.  Lord  Staidey, 
the  sijjner  of  the  November  treaty,  represented  the  Conservative  party,  and  Lord 
Clarendon,  rejiresenting  Karl  Russell  and  the  memory  of  Lord  Palmerston,  put 
his  name  to  the  final  treaty  of  December.  Our  national  history  furnishes  no  other 
example  of  such  a  diplomatic  triuniph.  Within  three  years  England  yieldtd  in 
ra])id  succession  every  point  we  had  ever  claimed.  Well  may  the  Times  say  that 
she  li.nd  gone  to  the  verge  of  humiliation  !  Had  she  in  1862  foreseen  any  such 
result,  she  would  have  followed  the  suggestion  of  France,  and  there  would  have 
been  combined  interference  of  the  (beat  Powers  in  our  affairs." 

We  venture  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Adams  that  the  "  national 
history"  referred  to  recor.  >  another  "diplomatic  triuni])h,"  viz.,  that  on  the 
Maine  Boundary  cpiestion,  achieved  by  concealment  of  a  map  on  which  the  natural 
and  obvious  line  claimed  on  behalf  of  Great  Britain  was  traced  by  the  hand  of 
Benjamin  Franklin  himself.  That  ingenious  suppression  of  evidence  was  success- 
ful ;  but  the  chicanery  of  Messrs.  Seward  and  Johnson's,  unexampled  "diplomatic 
triumph,"  notwithstanding,  has,  very  fortunately  for  us,  been  frustrated,  and  that 
by  action  of  the  American  .Senate. 

Messrs.  Seward  and  Johnson, no  doubt,  did  put  the  same  interpretation  on  their 
handiwork  as  the  writer  in  the  iVorth  Ameriean  A'e7'ie7i> ;  but  Sir  F.  Hincks  argues 
that  Mr.  Sumner  must  have  construed  the  Treaty  according  to  the  meaning  and 
intent  of  the  British  negotiators,  i.e.,  as  ficf  including  those  extra  claims,  which  he 
modesily  estimated  as  amounting  to  some /'4CK), 000 ,000  sterling.  Sir  Francis 
points  out  a  startling  discrepancy  between  the  preamble  of  the  Treaty,  which  Mr, 
Sumner  called  its  "  key-note,"  and  the  1st  and  3r(l  aiticles  thereof.  The  former 
refers  to  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  of  subjects  of  Her  Majesty 
whicii  "  HAVE  />een  mniie,"  and  it  recites  that  "  some  of  such  claims  are  still 
pending  and  remain  unsettled  ; "  but,  though  article  1st  mentions  first  as  matters 
for  reference  all  claims /vcww/t'i/ and  remaining  unsettled,  "  including  the  so-called 
Alabama  claims,"  it  proceeds  to  say  "as  well  as  any  other  such  claims  which 
may  be  presented  within  the  time  specified  in  article  3rd," — i.  e.,  within  six  months 
from  the  day  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  who  were  to  have  a 
discretionary  power  of  extending  the  time  of  presentation.  Had  this  treaty  been 
ratified,  then,  as  S'lr  Francis  observes,  every  merchant  and  shipowner  in  the 
United  States  might  have  preferred  claims  for  losses  alleged  to  be  consequent  on 
the  proclamation  of   belligerency,   which  claims  would   have  been  sure  to  be 
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recognized  by  the  American  and  as  surely  repudiated  by  the  British  Commissioner!;. 
Tlien  would  have  arisen  the  necessity  for  an  Umpire  to  decide  the  real  intent  niid 
meaning  of  the  Treaty  ;  the  Umpire  was  to  be  the  Sovereign  or  Head  of  some 
friendly  State,  chosen  by  the  two  Governments;  in  the  event  of  their  not  being 
able  to  agree  each  was  to  name  one,  and  the  a]>iiointment  was  to  be  deterniinetl 
by  lot, — a  mode  of  solving  knotty  cjuestions  which  has,  indeed,  scrijitural  warrant, 
when,  under  Divine  guidance,  but  whicii,  on  such  a  (piestion  as  this,  and  between 
two  great  nations,  is  about  as  rational  and  becoming  as  that  for  settling  pot-house 
differences — a  "  toss-up,  the  best  of  three  " — woidd  be. 

Sir  F.  Ilincks  contends,  and  justly,  that  before  any  further  agreement  for 
arbitration  is  come  to  the  amounts  and  grounds  of  claims  on  both  sides  should  be 
in  possession  of  the  resjiective  CJovernments  ;  and  he  is  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how 
any  Englishman,  carefully  studying  the  article  in  the  North  American  Kciinv  and 
contrasting  it  with  Mr.  Sumner's  candid  statement  of  the  nature  and  amount  of 
the  claims  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  have  been  included  in  the  Treaty,  and 
which  would  have  been  so  included,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  American 
negotiators  and  the  interpretation  of  the  American  Commissioners,  can  do  other- 
wise than  rejoice  at  its  rejection. 

In  this  view  of  the  matter,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  "correspondence  res])ect- 
ing  the  negotiations  with  the  United  States  Ciovernment  "  laid  before  I'ariiameni, 
we  (juite  concur  ;  and  we  are  glad  to  see  symptoms  that  the  outrageous  pretensions 
of  Mr.  Senator  Sumner  are  by  no  means  generally  endorsed  in  the  United  States. 
Amongst  the  most  encouraging  of  these  is  the  fact  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Woolsey,  a 
man  of  high  character  and  social  jiosition,  and  jiresident  of  Yale  College,  recently 
delivered  two  lectures  at  tliat  institution  on  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  in  which  he  controverted  almost  every  position  taken  by  Mr. 
Sumner,  whom  he  described  as  a  very  excellent,  well-meaning,  peace-loving  man, 
but  not  a  wise  one. 

Mr.  funnier  connected  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  neutrality  and  the  going 
forth  of  the  Alabama  as  cause  and  consequence,  and  argued  as  if,  but  for  the 
proclamation,  there  would  have  been  no  such  career  of  depredation  for  her  or  her 
consorts  ;  but  Dr.  Woolsey  reminded  his  hearers  that  the  proclamation  was  issued 
on  the  13th  of  May,  1861,  whereas  it  was  not  until  July  28,  1862,  rather  more 
than  fourteen  months  afterwards,  that  the  Alabama  sneaked  out  of  the  Mersey 
under  a  false  name  and  with  a  false  pretence.  He  denied  that  the  recognition  of 
belligerency  by  England  and  France  indicated  an  unfriendly  feeling  to  the  United 
States  on  the  part  of  either  country  ;  and  he  contended  that  such  recognition  was 
rendered  necessary  by  the  facts  of  the  case.  In  April,  1861,  seven  States  had 
seceded;  nearly  all  the  forts  in  the  South  had  been  seized  by  the  Confederates  ; 
Fort  Sumner  was  bombarded  ;  JetVerson  Davis  had  proclaimed  his  intention  to 
issue  letters  of  marque ;  and  this  was  followed  by  a  proclamation  from  President 
Lincoln  declaring  the  Southern  .States  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  that  vessels 
sailing  under  such  letters  of  marque  would  be  treated  as  pirates. 

Mr.  Sumner,  in  his  famous  oration,  said  that  Mr,  Lincoln  had  made  a  mistake 
in  using  the  word  "blockade"  instead  of  "closing"  of  the  ports;  but  Dr. 
Woolsey  disposed  very  conclusively  of  this  quibble  by  showing  that  there  was  no 
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pretence  for  calling  it  a  "  Pacific  blockade,"  even  if  such  a  thing  were  recognized 
in  iiitornational  law;  that,  whatever  Mr.  Lincoln  niiglit  choDse  to  call  "war," 
neutral  nations  had  a  right  to  form  their  own  jiiilgnicnt  as  to  existing  facts  ;  tiiat  a 
few  nv,  nths  afterwards  the  Federal  tlovenniient  itsi'lf  found  it  necessary  to 
acknowledge  that  tlierc  was  war  and  to  ci)ncede  belligerent  riglils  ;  that  wiuiher 
the  jnoclamation  of  a  blockade  invt)lved  admission  of  ocean  belligerency  or  not, 
— the  steamers  Sumter,  Nashville  and  Merriinac  committed  acts  of  war  on  the 
ocean  twelve  months  before  the  Alabama  was  heard  of;  and  the  Tropic  Wind, 
captured  by  a  Federal  cruiser,  was  condemned  by  an  American  Judge,  in  a  United 
States  court,  on  the  express  ground  that  a  state  of  war  existed. 

Mr.  Sumner  was  greatly  astonished  and  dreadfully  grieved  at  the  thought  that 
anti-slavery  I'.ngland  should  have  jdaced  rebels  attemjiting  to  found  a  slave  empire 
on  an  eciuality  with  the  United  States  as  to  belligerent  rights, — forgetting  that  it 
was  anti-slavery  England  that  refused  to  join  France  in  rcogni/ing  the  projected 
slave  empire  as  an  accomplished  fact, — that  amongst  English-sympatliizers 
generally  there  was  a  belief  that  the  North  was  no  more  opposed  to  slavery  than 
the  South, — that  President  Lincoln  had  declared  that  the  s(de  object  of  the  war 
was  the  preservation  of  the  Union, — tliat  whatever  might  be  liie  feelings  of  our 
aristocracy  generally,  or  of  merchants  trading  witii  the  .South,  of  ship-builders 
and  blo'-kade  runners,  the  people  of  this  country  were  sound  at  heart,  and,  even 
in  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  sore  privations  occasioned 
by  the  cotton  famine,  refused  to  join  in  the  aristocratic  and  trading  clamour  for 
breaking  of  the  block.ide,  and  recognition  of  the  South. 

Whatever  sympathy  for  the  slave-holding  confederates  there  miglit  be  in  this 
country,  it  was  greatly  exceeded,  both  in  extent  and  bitterness,  in  the  Northern 
States  themselves.  Dr.  Woolsey  observed  that,  from  the  fust,  the  Hritisli  (lovern- 
ment  had  been  beset  by  persons  representing  that  the  Union  coidd  never  be 
restored  ;  but  he  reminded  his  hearers  that  the  same  impression  had  prevaileil  very 
generally  in  the  Northern  States,  and  that  the  Mew  York  Tribune  had  advocated 
a  peaceal)le  separation  of  North  and  .South.  Tracing  the  history  of  the  building 
and  departure  of  the  Alabama,  and  censuring  Earl  Russell  for  at  least  inertness 
and  procrastination,  he  said  there  couUl  be  no  doubt  that  the  Alabama  left 
Liverpool  in  an  illegal  way  ;  and,  whilst  atlmitting  that  the  American  Courts  had 
frequently  decided  that  vessels  prepareil  for  war,  but  without  arms  or  crews, 
might  be  sold  by  neutrals  to  a  belhgerent,  as  a  commercial  venture,  he  contended 
that  if  F'nglish  officials,  high  or  low,  were  culpable  in  any  way,  no  matter  whether 
by  neglect,  or  through  treachery  on  the  part  of  sidrordinates,  there  was  a  claim  for 
all  dam.ages  done  by  the  Alabama,  to  be  pursued  by  peaceful  means  alone,  untd  the 
British  tlovernment  refused  to  refer  the  question  to  a  projier  tribunal  satisfactory  to 
the  L^nited  States.  Until  such  reference  was  refused  he  could  not  imagine  the 
possibility  that  the  American  people  would  dream  of  spending  300  millions  of 
dollars  in  warfare  to  recover  15  million',  in  the  siurpe  of  compensation  for  damages 
done  by  the  Alabama. 

And  we  can  neither  imagine  the  possibility  of  such  folly  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
cans,— nor  that  the  Hritish  people  and  their  Government  would  refuse  any  fair  and 
honourable  mode  of  determining  what  is  really  due  ou  account  ot  hUhcs  on  either 
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side,  or  decline  to  pay  the  bnlance  when  so  determined.  We  are  happily  rid  of  a 
Treaty  negotiated  on  our  side  with  more  references  to  party  exigencies  than  the 
justice  of  llie  case,  both  by  Lord  Stanley  and  Lord  Clarendon, — which  might 
either  have  magnified  the  American  demands,  even  to  the  extent  imagined  by  Mr- 
Sumner,  or  landed  us  in  disputes  incapable  of  amicable  settlement.  Twofold 
''  pity  'tis  "  thai  the  Messrs.  Laird  are  not  as  rich  as  the  late  Baron  Rothschild  is 
said  to  have  been,  and  that,  if  they  were,  we  could  not  make  them  pay  every 
penny  they  were  wortli  in  settlement  of  these  same  claims.  The  fingering  of 
;i^4o,ooo,ooo.  though  only  a  tithe  of  his  modest  estimation  of  the  compensation 
due  for  wrongs  inflicted  and  feelings  hurt,  would  perhaps  satisfy  Mr.  Sumner, 
even  without  that  humble  apology  for  all  his  alleged  misdoings  which  he  expects 
Jou.N  UuLLtom.ike,  on  bended  knee,  to  Brother  Jonathan. 

A  few  years  later,  when  it  became  the  duly  of  the  Counsel  for  the 
United  States  to  present  their  case  to  the  Arbitrators  on  the  Ala- 
bama claims  at  Geneva,  the  indirect  claims,  based  on  the  Queen's 
proclamation  of  belligerency,  were  again  presented,  and  naturally 
caused  great  indignation  in  Great  l>ritain.  The  Ikitish  members  of 
the  Joint  High  Commission  had  been  under  the  impression  that 
no  further  misimderstanding  could  arise  as  to  the  class  of  claims 
which  were  to  be  adjudicated  on  by  the  Arbitrators  at  Geneva.  When 
the  Joint  High  Commissioners  proceeded  to  business,  after  a  full 
examination  of  their  respective  powers,  on  the  8th  March,  1871,  it 
appears  from  the  protocol  of  that  date  that,  after  stating  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  Alabama,  and  other  vessels  of  a  similar  character, 
and  showing,  according  to  their  view,  that  Great  Britain  by  reason  of 
her  foilure  in  the  observance  of  her  duties  as  a  neutral,  had  become 
liable  for  the  acts  of  those  vessels,  and  their  tenders,  it  placed  the 
claims  for  loss  and  destruction  of  private  property  at  fourteen  million 
of  dollars.  It  further  stated  that  this  amount  was  liable  to  be  increas- 
ed by  claims  not  yet  presented.  It  closed  with  the  following  passage  : 
"  'J'hat  in  the  hope  of  an  amicable  settlement  no  estimate  was  made 
"  of  the  indirect  losses,  without  prejudice,  however,  to  the  right  to 
"  indemnification  on  their  account  in  the  event  of  no  such  settlement 
"  being  made."  The  American  Commissioners,  moreover,  exi)ressed 
a  hope  that  the  British  Commissioners  would  be  able  to  place  on 
record  an  expression  of  regret,  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  for 
the  depredations  committed  by  the  vessels  whose  acts  were  now 
under  discussion.  This  expression  was  duly  made  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  United  States.  Again  it  was  proposed  that  certain  new  rules 
should  be  adopted,  which  were  to  be  a  statement  of  principles  of  inter- 
national law,  and  even  to  this  demand   the  British  Commissioners 
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were  authorised  to  consent,  although  they  expressly  declared  that 
they  could  not  assent  to  such  rules  as  a  statement  of  the  principles 
of  international  law  which  were  in  force  at  the  time  when  the  Ala- 
bama claims  arose.  They  gave  their  consent  avowedly  in  order  to 
evince  the  desire  of  the  British  Government,  to  strengthen  the  friend- 
ly relations  between  the  two  countries,  and  to  make  satisfactory  ])ro- 
vision  for  the  future.  It  is  certainly  not  surprising  that,  after  yield- 
ing to  all  the  demands  of  the  United  States,  .vith  the  view  of  obtaining 
an  amicable  settlement  of  the  Alabama  and  other  similar  claims,  and, 
moreover,  after  the  refusal  of  the  United  States  to  submit  to  the 
Arbitrators  the  claims  for  losses  sustained  by  Canada  from  the 
Fenian  invasions  of  British  Territory,  which  were  organized,  without 
the  pretence  of  concealment,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  there 
should  have  been  general  indignation  when  the  indirect  claims  were 
presented  to  the  Arbitrators  at  Geneva.  In  his  account  of  the  Treaty 
of  Washington,  Mr.  Caleb  Gushing,  one  of  the  Counsel  for  the  United 
States,  has  commented  with  great  severity  on  the  action  of  Sir 
Alexander  Cockburn,  the  Arbitrator  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  who 
indignantly  refused  to  consent  to  the  indirect  claims  being  referred  to 
the  Aibitrators.  There  was  for  some  time  great  danger  that  the  i)ro- 
ceedings  before  the  Arbitrators  would  have  been  interrupted.  Sir 
Alexander  Cockburn  pro])osed  that  the  arbitration  should  be  ad- 
journed for  eight  months,  to  afford  time  for  further  negotiations,  and 
Great  Britain  would  have  been  satisfied  with  nothing' less  ;  while  Mr. 
Gushing  states  in  his  book  that  "  the  President  of  the  United  States 
"was  immovably  fixed  in  the  i)urpose  not  to  withdraw  the  contro- 
"  verted  claims."  There  was,  in  point  of  fact,  serious  danger  of  a 
dead-lock,  when  the  Arbitrators  suddenly  jnit  an  end  to  the  difficulty 
by  the  following  declaration  :  "The  Arbitrators  think  it  right  to  state 
"  that,  after  the  most  careful  perusal  of  all  that  has  been  urged  on 
"  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  respect  of  these 
"  claims,  they  have  arrived  individually  and  collectively  at  the  con- 
"  elusion  that  these  claims  do  not  constitute,  upon  the  princii)les  of 
"  international  law  applicable  to  such  cases,  good  foundation  for  an 
"  award  of  compensation  or  computation  of  damages  between  nations, 
"  and  should,  upon  such  principles,  be  wholly  excluded  from  the 
"  consideration  of  the  tribunal  in  making  its  award,  even  if  there  were 
"  no  disagreement  between  the  two  Governments  as  to  the  comj^etency 
"  of  the  tribunal  to  decide  them."  This  announcement  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Arbitrators,  put  an  end  to  the  controversy  on  the  indirect  claims, 
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which  had  been  the  cause  of  the  rejection  of  the  old  treaty  by  the 
United  States,  and  which  had  led  to  the  international  hostility  which 
had  lasted  during  many  years. 

With  regard  to  the  Alabama  and  other  vessels,  separate  decisions 
were  given  on  each  case.  The  United  States  claimed  damages  for 
losses  sustained  by  the  Alabama,  Florida,  Shenandoah,  Retribution, 
Georgia,  Sumter,  Nashville,  Tallahasse,  and  Chickamagua,  and 
obtained  them  in  the  case  of  the  Alabama  and  Plorida,  and  parti- 
ally in  the  case  of  the  Shenandoah.  In  the  other  cases  there  was 
an  unanimous  opinion  that  Great  Britain  had  not  failed  to  fulfil  the 
duties  imposed  by  the  new  rules,  by  which,  with  unexampled  liber- 
ality, she  has  consented  to  be  bound.  In  five  other  cases  presented 
by  the  United  States  the  tribunal  was  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
they  should  be  excluded  from  consideration  for  want  of  evidence. 
When  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  indirect  claims  are  considered, 
and  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  United  States  to  extort  enormous 
damages  for  them,  it  must  be  admitted  that  Mr.  Gushing  was  scarce- 
ly warranted  in  his  assertion  that  the  United  States  had  gained  "  the 
"  enforcement  of  their  rights  against  the  most  powerful  state  of 
"  Christendom." 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Treaty  of  Washington,  whicli 
effected  a  setUement  of  so  many  questions  which  had  been  in  con- 
troversy between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  in  some  of 
which  Canada  was  deeply  interested,  should  not  have  made  a  final 
adjustment  of  the  fishery  question,  which  has  now  been  a  subject  of 
controversy  between  the  two  nations  for  a  period  of  about  sixty-six 
years,  or  since  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  in  1818.  A  brief  extract  from 
that  treaty  will  present  the  case  in  dispute  as  fully  as  can  be 
desired : — 

"  And  the  United  States  hereby  renounce  forever  any  liberty  heretofore  enjoyed, 
"  or  claimed,  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  take  dry  or  cure  fish  on  or  within 
"three  marine  miles  of  any  of  the  coasts,  bays,  creeks,  or  harbours  of  His  Bri- 
"  tannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  America,  not  included  within  the  above-mentioned 
"  limits ;  provided,  however,  that  the  American  fishermen  shall  be  permitted  to 
"enter  such  bays  or  liarbours  for  the  purpose  of  shelter,  and  of  repairing  ('.amazes 
"therein,  of  purchasing  wood  and  of  obtaining  water,  and  for  no  other  purpose 
"whatever." 

The  treaty  containing  the  foregoing  agreement  has  never  been 
abrogated,  and  Canada  has  always  claimed  its  enforcement.  It  has 
long  been  a  subject  of  complaint  by  the  United  States  that  such 
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Stringent  provisions  were  stipulated  for,  but  it  ought  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  in  the  same  treaty  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ob- 
tained the  right  forever 

"to  take  fish  of  every  kind  in  that  part  of  the  Southern  Coast  of  Newfoundland, 
•'  which  extends  from  Cape  Ray  to  the  Rameau  Islands,  in  the  Western  and 
"  Northern  Coast  of  Newfoundland,  from  the  said  Cape  Ray  to  the  Quirpon 
'■  Islands,  on  the  shores  of  the  Ma^fdalen  Islands,  and  also  from  Mount  Joli  on 
"  the  Southern  Coast  of  Labrador  lo  and  through  the  straits  of  Belle-Isle  and 
"  thence  northwardly  indefinitely  along  the  Coast." 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  concession  of  such  extensive  privi- 
leges of  fishing,  on  very  extensive  coasts,  were  deemed  at  the  time 
an  ample  equivalent  for  the  renunciation  of  the  rights  which  had 
once  been  conceded,  but  which  were  held  to  be  abrogated  by  the 
war  of  1812.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  always 
been  embarrassed  by  the  persistent  trespasses  by  its  citizens  on  the 
British  Territory,  and  Mr.  Caleb  Cushing,  among  others,  endeavoured 
to  minimize  the  British  claims.  It  is  sufficient  to  quote  a  passage 
from  his  work  "  The  Treaty  of  Washington,"  to  prove  how  serious  a 
question  is  that  relating  to  the  fishery  claims.  He  states  that  the 
presumptuous  carelessness  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  "  caused 
"  the  British  Government  to  initiate  a  series  of  measures  of  a  semi- 
"  hostile  character,  which  came  very  near  producing  another  war 
"  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States."  Mr.  Cushing 
actually  censures  the  British  law  officers  for  declaring  that  "  Ameri- 
"  can  fishermen  had  no  right  to  enter  bays,  there  to  take  fish,  although 
"  the  fishing  might  be  at  a  greater  distance  than  three  miles  from 
"  the  shore  of  the  bay,"  althorjh  the  treaty  forbids  fishing  "  within 
three  miles  of  bays,  creeks,  or  harbours."  His  pretension  is  that 
the  sole  legal  restriction  is  that  of  fishing  "  within  the  three  marine 
"  miles  of  the  shores  at  tl.  bottom  of  certain  bays,  harbours 
"  and  creeks."  I  have  little  doubt  that  Mr.  Cushing's  opinion, 
quoted  above,  would  be  maintained  by  many  of  his  countrymen, 
but  it  is  completely  at  variance  with  that  held  by  the  Government 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  which  was  vigorously  affirmed,  during 
the  period  which  elai)sed  between  the  termination  of  the  Reciprocity 
Treaty,  and  the  Treaty  of  Washington,  by  the  Hon.  Peter  Mitchell, 
then  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  who  wrote  a  number  of  long 
and  able  reports  on  the  subject,  which  have  been  deemed  conclusive 
by  all  who  have  perused  them.  In  Mr.  Mitchell's  reports  there  are 
frequent  references  to  high  authorities  on  International  law  in  sup- 
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port  of  the  right  of  a  nation  to  excUide  foreigners  from  fishing  in 
its  hays  and  harbours.  I  may  cite  a  few  of  these.  Daniel  Wel)ster 
on  6th  July,  1852,  admitted  the  right  of  exclusion  in  the  following 
terms  : 

"  It  would  appear  that  by  a  strict  and  rii^id  construction  of  this  article  fisliiiii^ 
•'vessels  of  the  United  States  are  preclu(le<l  from  entering  into  the  bays  and 
"harbours  of  tlie  British  Provinces,  except  for  tiie  purposes  of  shelter,  repairing 
"damages,  and  obtaining  wood  and  water.  A  bay,  as  is  usuallv  understood,  is 
"an  arm  or  recess  of  the  sea,  entering  from  the  ocean  between  capes  and  head- 
*' lands,  and  the  term  is  applied  equally  to  small  and  laige  tracts  of  water  thus 
"  situated  ;  it  is  common  to  speak  of  Hudson's  Bay  or  the  Hay  of  Biscay,  although 
"they  are  large  tracts  of  water.  The  Britisli  authorities  insist  that  l''.ngland  has 
"  a  right  to  draw  a  line  from  headland  to  headland,  and  to  capture  all  American 
"  fishermen,  who  may  follow  their  pursuits  inside  of  that  line.  It  was  undoubted- 
"  ly  an  oversight  in  the  Convention  of  l8i8  to  make  so  large  a  concession  to 
"  England,  since  the  United  States  had  usually  considered  that  those  vast  inlets  or 
"  recesses  of  the  ocean  ought  to  be  open  to  American  fishermen  as  freely  as  the  sea 
"itself,  to  within  three  marine  miles  of  the  shore." 

Mr.  Webster  evidently  entertained  no  doubt  as  to  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  while  he  held  the  opinion  that  his  country- 
men were  chargeable  with  an  oversight.  Chancellor  Kent  in  his 
Commentaries  lays  down  the  rule  that  bays,  such  as  Delaware  Bay, 
are  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  States  of  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  exercise  jurisdiction  for 
three  miles  seaward  from  Capes  May  and  Henlopen.  This  complete- 
ly mjets  the  case  not  only  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  but  of  the  Bay  of 
Fundy.  The  same  rule  is  applied  to  Massachusetts  Bay  with  an 
entrance  fifty  miles  between  Cape  Ann  and  Cape  Cod.  In  Halleck's 
International  Law,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  is  asserted 
over  Delaware  Bay,  and  the  principle  of  the  right  of  territory  over 
bays,  enclosed  by  capes  and  headlands,  is  said  to  be  pretty  well 
established  as  a  rule  of  International  law.  It  is  said  by  Puffendorf 
that  "  gulfs  and  channels  or  arms  of  the  sea  are  supposed  to  belong 
to  the  people  with  whose  lands  they  are  encompassed."  Grotius 
and  Wheaton  both  hold  similar  views  on  the  question. 

When  Mr.  Webster  expressed  the  opinion,  in  1852,  that  "it  was 
undoubtedly  an  "'oversight  in  the  Convention  of  1818,  to  make  so 
"  large  a  concession  to  England,"  he  took  no  notic:'  of  the  conces- 
p'lns  made  by  England,  to  which  I  have  called  attention.  Mr. 
Cushing  held  the  opinion  that  the  United  States  Commissioners  at 
Ghent,  "  were  hampered,  by  the  discouraged  state  of  mind  of  the 
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"American  GoverniiKiit,  embarrassed  as  it  was  by  political  diHic.ul- 
"  ties  at  home,  and  alarmed,  if  not  terrified,  by  the  triumph  of  Circat 
"  Britain  in  Spain  and  France,  and  the  total  overthrow  of  Napoleon, 
"  which  seemed  to  leave  the  British  Government  free  to   despatch 
"  overwhelming  forces  by  sea  and  land  against  the  United  States." 
He  added  an  opinion,  based  on  the   United  States  victory  at  New 
Orleans,  a  fortnight  after  the   signing  of  the  'I'reaty  of  Ghent,  and 
the  escai)e  of  Napoleon  from   Elba,  to  the  effect   thai   those  events 
"would  have  made  us  masters  of  the  situation   and  enabled  us  to 
"  dictate  terms  to  Great  Britain."     It  is  evident  that,  notwithstanding 
the   bola  assertions  made  by  Mr.    Gushing,  as  to  the  actual  treaty 
rights  to  fishing  in  British  bays,  he   really  felt,  like  Mr.  Webster,  that 
the  United  States  had  made  important  concessions  at  a  time  when 
the    nation    was     desirous    of     ])eace.       Ganada     has    long    been 
anxious  to  have  the  questions  in  controversy  amicably  decided  by 
friendly  arbitration.     In    May,    1866,   after   the    termination  of  the 
Reciprocity  I'reaty,    Mr.     Adams,   then   Minister  from    the  United 
States    to    Great  Briiam,    proposed    the    appointment  of    a     joint 
Commission   to    settle    the    [joints    in  disi)ute,     but     lie     attached 
a  condition   that,  pending  a  definitive  arrangement  of  the  subject, 
no  hostile  acts  should  be  permitted  against  United  States  fishermen. 
This   was  after  the  United  States  had  terminated  the  Reciprocity 
Treaty,  and  Great  Britain  felt  that  it  could  not  permit  the  fishermen 
to  continue   their  trespasses  for  an  indefinite  period.     The    license 
system    was  tried,  and  failed  ;  and  after  a  most   irritating  period, 
during  which   there    was   persistent    trespassing    in    British   waters, 
Canada  made  an  urgent    request  to  Great  Britain  that  there  slu)uld 
be   a   reference  to    arbitration.     This,  being  communicated  to  the 
United  States,  was   met   by   a  proposition  to    settle   all  other  dis- 
putes in  the  same  way.     The  arrangement  made  by  the  Treaty  of 
Washington  was  unfi)rtunate,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  jjrovide  that  the 
Arbitrators  should  settle  the  Headland  question,  and  any  others  that 
were  disputed.     The  United  States  Government  has   abrogated  the 
present  arrangement,  and  again   there  is  serious  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended   in    the  near  future.      There   is  no    reasonable    grouml    to 
anticipate  any  new  agreement  on  the    subject,  and  it  is  therefore 
most  important  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  agreeing  on  a  reference 
to  Arbitrators.     Had  this  course  been  adopted  at  the  time  when  the 
two   years'  notice   was   given  by   the   United  States  the   difficulty 
experienced  in  1 866,  when  Mr,  Adams'  proposition  was  made,  would 
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have  been  avoided.  The  award  would  have  been  obtained,  while 
the  United  States  fishermen  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  privileges 
under  the  Treaty  of  Washington.  I  have  been  led  to  treat  at  some 
length  the  questions  which  in  recent  years  have  endangered  the 
maintenance  of  those  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States, 
which  are  so  much  desired  by  all  patriotic  ('anadians,  and  shall  now 
return  to  my  personal  narrative. 

Shortly  after  writing  the  letter  to  the  Daily  JVczvs,  on  the  subject 
of  the  indirect  Alabama  claims,  I  determined  to  pay  a  visit  to  my 
adoi^ted  country,  not  intending  to  be  absent  from  England  for  more 
than  a  few  weeks.  I  found  on  my  arrival  in  Canada  that  several 
Ministerial  changes  had  either  taken  place  or  vvere  about  to  occur. 
Having  had  no  idea  whatever  of  the  possibility  of  my  re-entering 
public  life  in  Canada,  a  step  which  was  obviously  prejudicial  to  my 
personal  interests,  I  was  taken  completely  by  surprise,  when  Sir  John 
A.  Macdonald  proposed  to  me  to  join  his  Administration.  The 
temptation  to  become  again  a  resident  in  the  country  which  I  had 
adopted  in  early  life,  and  to  which  I  had  always  been  sincerely 
attached,  was  too  powerful  to  be  resisted,  and  although  nearly  all  my 
old  associates  had  disappeared  from  public  life,  and  I  was  a  stranger 
to  their  successors,  I  decided  to  enter  once  more  on  the  political 
arena.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  extend  these  reminiscences  to 
the  short  period  of  my  tenure  of  office,  but  I  purpose  devoting  a 
chapter  to  the  early  history  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  which  I 
was  led  by  circumstances,  which  I  shall  explain,  to  furnish  to  the 
press  after  my  retirement  from  public  life. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 


GRAND    TRUNK  RAILWAY. — CONCLUSION. 


Although  in  Chapter  lo  of  this  work  I   have  made  a  brief  refer- 
ence to  the  negotiations  which  took  place  in  London  in  the  year 
1852,  between  certain  gentlemen  who  were  desirous  of  constructing 
railroads  in  Canada  and  myself,  I  have  thought  it  desirable  to  devote 
another  chapter  to  a  subject  on  which  great  misconception  has  pre- 
vailed, both  in  England  and  Canada.     I  intend  to  depart  so  far  from 
the  general  plan,  which  I  had  laid  down  as  to  reproduce  two  con- 
tributions of  mine  to  the  Montreal  press  since  the  period  of  my 
withdrawal  from  public  life,  but  they  relate  exclusively  to  a  circum- 
stance connected  with  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway. 
In     the   year  1875    Mr.  Richard   Potter,    then   President    of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway,   visited  Canada,   and  during   his    visit  had 
more  than  one  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  early  history  of  the 
Company  which  he  represented,  and  on  behalf  of  which  he  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Alex.  Mackenzie,  then  Premier  of  the  Dominion, 
and  also  presented  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec.      Among   other  statements    Mr,    Potter  asserted  that  the 
original  prospectus  was   issued  under  the  auspices   of  the  "  Chief 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  "  who  were  "  the  Canadian  promoters  of  the 
line."     Again,  referring  to  the  leased  lines,  he  stated  that  "  the  most 
"  onerous  of  the  bargains  made  by  the  Company  in  the  leased  lines 
"  was  made  by  the  Canadian  promoters,  who  were  the  Chief  Ministers 
"  of  the  Crown."     Mr.  Potter  likewise  held  the  Canadian  Ministers 
responsible  for  the  "  disastrous  mistake  "  of  building  the  line  on  "  an 
exceptional  gauge."    I  felt  it  my  duty  promptly  to  address  a  letter  to 
the  Montreal   Gazette,   in  which  I  refuted,  I  venture  to  think  satis- 
factorily, all  the  above  charges,  and  which  although  a  small  portion 
of  it  deals  with  a  subject  already  treated  at  great  length  in  chapter 
10,  I  shall  reproduce.     Some  years  later  Mr.  Thomas  White,  M.P., 
ir,  a  speech  chielly  on  the  subject  of  the  Pacific  Railway,  adverted 
to  the   organization   of  the    Grand  Trunk    Company,  holding    the 
Canadian  Government  responsible  for  a  prospectus  issued  in  Lon- 
don, and  which  not  a  single  member  of  that  Government  ever  saw 
until  some  time  after  its  issue,     Mr.  White  [likewise  attached  great 
importance  to  the  use  made  by  the  promoters  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
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Company  of  a  despatch  addressed  by  Governor-General  the  Earl  of 
Elgin  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  accompany  the  Canadian  blue 
book,  and  which  was  laid  before  Parliament  with  similar  despatches 
from  other  Colonies,  and  printed  as  a  public  document.  A  cojjy  of 
this  despatch  was  attached  to  the  prospectus  of  the  Grand  Trtmlc 
Comi)any  by  its  promoters,  and  of  course  the  Earl  of  Elgin  was 
responsible  for  having  given  a  fair  account  of  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  Canada.  I  deemed  it  proper  to  publish  some  explana- 
tory remarks  on  Mr,  White's  speech  under  the  heading  "  A  Correc- 
tion," which  I  shall  reproduce  as  a  supplement  to  my  letter  of  1875. 


The  Grand  Trunk  Railway. 
LETTER  FROM  SIR  FRANCIS  HINCKS. 

Sir, — In  fulfilment  of  my  recent  promise,  I  proceed  to  lay  before  the  public  a 
statement  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
Company,  which,  I  am  bound  in  charity  to  believe,  are  wholly  unknown  to  its 
present  Tresident,  Mr.  Richard  Potter,  Before  doing  so,  I  desire  to  explain  thaj 
I  have  no  sympathy  with  those  writers,  who  have  from  time  to  time  assailed  the 
motives  of  the  original  projectors  of  that  company,  who  I  am  persuaded  acted 
in  perfect  good  faith  in  recommending  to  the  British  public  an  investment  which  I 
deeply  regret  has  turned  out  so  disastrous.  What  I  maintain  is  that  succe>hive 
Canadian  Governments  and  Parliaments  have,  with  almost  unexampletl  liberality 
done  all  that  lay  in  their  power  r.o  mitigate  a  calamity  for  which  tiiey  were  in  no 
way  responsible.  Without  further  preface,  I  shall  proceed  to  my  narrative : 
When,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1848,  I  accepted  the  office — analogous  to  that 
of  Finance  Minister — in  the  Administration  formed  by  my  lamented  friend,  the 
late  Sir  Louis  Lafontaine,  the  several  Canadian  railway  companies,  viz.,  the 
Great  Western,  the  Northern,  and  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Atlantic,  were  labouring 
under  great  difficulties,  owing  to  want  of  capital  to  construct  their  projected  lines. 
The  cost  of  transport  had  been  materially  lessened  by  the  improvement  of  our 
i  "  nd  navigation  ;  but  as,  during  several  months  of  the  year,  that  navigation  was 
closed,  it  was  deemed  an  important  measure  of  public  policy  to  secure  access  to 
the  sea-board  at  all  periods  of  the  year.  It  was  believed  that  there  would  be 
sufficient  Canadian  traffic  to  support  a  railway  connecting  the  principal  cities  and 
towns  of  the  old  Province  of  Canada.  Acting  in  accordance  with  public  opinion, 
the  Government  determined  on  assisting  the  railway  companies,  and  an  Act  was 
passed  (12  Vic.  -cap.  29,  1849)  ^^^  affording  Government  assistance  in  the  form  of 
loans  to  railways  of  75  miles  in  length.  The  conditions  of  this  Act  were  found 
to  be  too  stringent,  and  further  legislation  of  a  more  liberal  character  was  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  in  June,  1851,  when  a  deputation  from  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  consisting  of  the  late  Hon.  Joseph  Howe,  then  leader  of  the 
Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Hon.  E.  B,   Chandler  of  New  Brunswick, 
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visited  Toronto  to  invite  tlie  co-operation  of  Canada  in  the  construction  of  tiie 
Intercolonial  Railway,  which  had  already  Wen  surveyed  hy  officers  of  the  Ku\al 
Engineers  on  the  joint  application  of  the  three  Provinces,  aeid  which  the  Imperial 
Government  had  olTeretl  to  aid  by  a  guarantee.  Although  the  line  in  (juestion 
had  comparatively  little  interest  for  the  jiopulation  west  of  Montreal,  the  delegates 
met  with  a  cordial  reception,  and  the  result  of  their  mission  was  an  agreement 
between  the  three  Governments  to  recommend  to  the  respective  legislatures  to 
provide  for  the  joint  construction  of  a  railway  between  Halifax  and  Montreal  on 
the  line  known  as  Major  Robinson's,  each  Province  to  bear  one-third  of  the  cost 
but  New  Brunswick  to  receive  an  Imperial  guarantee  for  the  line  known  as  "  The 
European  "  between  the  bend  of  the  Peticodiac  and  the  frontier  of  the  State  of 
Maine.  The  policy  of  the  Government  was  sustaincti  by  I'arliament,  and  was 
defined  in  the  Act  of  1851  (14  Vic,  cap.  73),  wiiich  provided  for  assistance 
to  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  and,  while  limiting  future  aid  to  a  main  trunk  line, 
increased  the  facilities  of  companies  desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  such  aid. 
During  Mr.  Howe's  visit  he  was  entertained  at  a  public  dinner  in  Toronto, 
presided  over  by  the  Mayor,  and  attended  by  memljers  of  Parliament  of  both  political 
parties.  The  Ciovernor-General,  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  was  a  guest  on  the  occasion, 
and  in  his  presence  Mr.  Howe  read  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Uetts  &'  Brassey, 
addressed  to  himself,  in  which  they  offered  to  construct  such  Canadian  railways 
as  might  be  required.  An  agent  of  the  same  contractors,  the  late  Mr.  C.  I). 
Archilmld,  of  London,  arrived  about  the  same  time  with  similar  proposals.  We 
were  informed  in  substance  that  the  eminent  railway  contractors  already  referred 
to  having  completed  extensive  works  in  France,  and  having  a  large  quantity  of 
unenijiloyed  plant,  woukl  readily  engage  in  constructing  all  the  railroads  required 
in  Canada,  and  th.it  English  capital  to  any  amount  that  might  be  needed  would 
be  supplied,  provided  the  works  were  intrusted  to  contractors  who  were 
known  to  and  in  the  confidence  of  the  English  capitalists.  I  may  observe  that 
during  the  session  of  1851  Parliament  granted  charters  to  Comjianies  to  construct 
railroads  l>etween  Toronto  and  Kingston  and  Kingston  and  Montreal,  which  were 
reserved  for  the  Royal  assent  in  order  to  keep  the  control  of  future  action  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government. 

After  the  close  of  the  session  of  1851  a  complete  reconstruction  of  the  Cabine; 
took  place  consequent  on  the  retirement  from  public  life  of  Messrs.  Lafontaine 
and  Baldwin.  The  Earl  of  Elgin,  then  Governor-General,  honored  me  by 
taking  my  advice  as  to  its  reconstruction,  which  was  followed  by  a  chssolution 
of  Parliament  and  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  from  Toronto  to 
Quebec.  During  the  occurrence  of  the  above  important  changes,  information 
was  received  that  Mr.  Howe  had  misconceived  the  intentions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  that  no  Imperial  aid  would  be  given  to  the 
European  line  in  which  the  people  of  New  Brunswick  were  chiefly 
interested.  The  consequence  of  this  refusal  was  the  withdrawal  of  New 
Brunswick  from  'he  arrangement  agreed  to  in  June  at  Toronto.  In  this 
emergency  I  p  -eded,  in  January,  1852,  with  two  of  my  colleagues— the 
Honbles.  E.  P.  Tach^  and  John  Young— to  Fredericton  and  Halifax,  to  reopen 
negotiations  regarding  the  Intercolonial  Railway.    New  Brunswick  had  posi.iv.ly 
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refused  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Nortlicrn  line  iiiil'"-s  provision  were 
likewise  made  for  a  branch  line  to  the  frontier  of  the  TTnited  States,  Nova  Scotia 
had  always  been  in  favour  of  the  Northern  line.  'Ihc  result  of  the  Canadian 
mission  was  that,  after  a  protracted  negotiation  at  Halifax,  it  was  agreed  that 
Canada  should  bear  one-third  of  the  cost  to  (Quebec,  instead  of  to  Montreal  ;  that 
Nova  Scotia  shouUl  bear  three-twelfths  instead  of  one-thirtl,  and  New  Urunswick 
five-twelfths.  These  concessions  were  made  to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  the  Valley  of  St.  Jolin  line,  which  was  the  only  one  on  which  the  three 
Provinces  could  agree,  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  southern  representatives  in 
the  legislature  of  New  Hrunswick.  It  was  further  agreed  that  a  delegate  from 
each  Province  should  sail  for  England  on  the  4th  of  March  following  to  support 
the  policy  of  the  three  Governments,  and  accordingly  I  sailed  on  the  day 
appointed,  Mr.  Chandler  following  me  a  fortnight  later,  Mr,  llowe,  after  six 
weeks'  delay,  found  himself  unable  to  join  us.  On  my  arrival  in  England  I 
learned  that  a  new  Government  had  been  formed  under  ihe  late  Earl  of  Derby, 
and  that  Sir  John  Pakington  had  succeeded  Earl  Grey  as  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies.  1  shall  state  as  briefly  as  possible  the  result  of  the  negotiations  with 
the  Imperial  Government,  wliicli  have  l)een  much  misunderstood  in  Canada,  It 
was  well-known  that  the  Imperial  Government  had  strong  objections  to  the  Valley 
of  St.  John  line,  which  was  the  only  one  on  which  the  three  Provinces  could 
agree.  There  was  some  reason  to  hope  that  Earl  Grey  would  have  given  way  to 
the  urgent  representations  of  the  delegates,  but  during  an  interview  with  which 
Mr.  Chandler  and  myself  were  honored  by  the  Earl  of  Derby  and  Sir  John 
I'akington  we  h.ad  no  diflkulty  in  perceiving  that  the  bias  of  both  those  statesmen 
was  against  our  proposition,  though  a  promise  of  further  consideration  was  given. 
On  the  evening  of  the  day  of  this  interview,  a  conversation  took  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  led  Mr.  Chandler  and  myself  to  apprehend  protracted 
delay,  and  as  I  had  already  l)een  six  weeks  in  England,  and  was  most  anxious  to 
return  to  the  discharge  of  my  important  duties,  and  as  I  had  learned  from  several 
reliable  sources  that  there  was  no  doubt  what  the  decision  would  be,  I  resolved  to 
wait  for  an  answer  no  longer  than  another  fortnight,  the  siuiile  question  for  decision 
being  whether  the  guarantee  would  be  extended  to  the  Valley  of  St.  John  line. 
The  answi-r  of  the  Imperial  Government  was  precisely  what  I  expected,  vi/,.,  that 
the  Imperial  guarantee  would  only  be  given  to  the  Northern  or  Major  Robinson's 
line.  It  was  after  the  termination  of  this  negotiation  that  the  same  railway  con- 
tractors who  had  twelve  montiis  previously  maile  offers  to  Mr,  Howe  and  to  the 
Canadian  Government  ihrougli  Mr,  Archibald,  renewed  them  to  me,  and  I  had 
reason  to  believe  that  an  agreement  with  them  would  ins[)ire  confidence  and  secure 
the  support  of  capitalists.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Quebec  (Sr*  Richmond 
Railway  Co.  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  same  contractors  for  the  construction 
of  tlieir  line,  and  tiie  President  of  that  Company,  the  late  Mr.  Le  Mesurier,  of 
Quibec,  slated  in  evidence  before  the  Railway  Committee  in  1852  that  their  agent, 
AVni.  Chapman,  Es([,,  now  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Trust  and  Loan  Company 
at  Toronto,  had  only  hceii  enabled  to  get  the  stock  taken  from  the  confidence 
reposed  in  tlie  coiUraelors.  Tlie  extent  of  aid  to  be  given  by  Canada  had  been 
fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament  before  any  negotiations  were  commenced,  but  it  was 
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deemed    insulTicient,  and  after  lepcatud   conversations  it  was  stipulate(!  by  the 
contractors  and  a^jreed  to  hy  mi-  that  ono-lfntli  of  the  rt-quisite  capital  sliould  In; 
supplied  either  by  private  or  muiiici]>al,  or,  failing;  both,  Government  subscrijition 
to  the  stock.     The  estimates  were  to  be  submitted  to  engineers,  and  the  surveys 
and  plans  were  to  be  jiaid  for  by  the  (jovernment  in  case  of  non-a(^reement  with 
the  contractors.     It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  at  this  time  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Atlantic  Railway  was  in  the  course  of  construction,  and  that  the  Quelle  and 
Richmond  had  been  contracted  for  by  the  same  parties  with  a  private  company. 
The  lines  to  be  constructed  under  the  new  arran^jement  were  those  from  Montreal 
to   Hamilton,  it  having  always  been  contemplated  by  the  Government  that  the 
Great  Western   Railway,   whose  terminus  was  then  at   Hamilton,   should   be   a 
portion  of  the  Grand  Trunk  line  to  which  the  public  aid  was  limited.     Durin;^ 
the  session  of  the  Canadian   Parliament  in  the  autumn  of  1852  it  appeared  that 
there  would  be  a  formidable  opposition  to  the  (jovernment  policy.     The  toyal 
assent   havinij  been  given  to  the  charters  i)assed  during  the  previous  Session,  the 
requisite  amount   of  stock  was  subscribeil  for  the  line    between   Montreal   and 
Kingston,  and  a  Hoard  of  Directors  was  appointed,  whose  I'resident   resisted   the 
passage  of  the  new  charter  for  the  Grand  Trunk  Company.     I  refer  to  this  because 
the  result  of  the  strong  opposition  to  the  scheme  of  tli  •   ICnglish  contractors  was 
an  important  modification  of  the  original  terms.     The  ^,i  ;\rnntee,  instead  of  being 
for  one-half  the  cost  of  the   road,  was  limited  to  ;^3,ocx)  stg.  per  mile,  and   the 
contractors,   instead  of   requiring  a  Canadian  subscription   of   one-tenth  of   the 
capital,  undertook  to  obtain  the  whole  in  England.     Notwithstanding  these  con- 
cessions to  public  opinion  in  Canada,  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  was  resisted  by  tl  e 
Montreal  and  Kingston  Company,  and  only  carried  on  a  division.     A   Bill  was 
also  carried,  authorizing  the  creation  of  a  company  to  construct  a  line  to  Trois 
Pistoles.     Later  in  the  session  a  Bill  was  passed  authorizing  the  amalgamation  of 
the  Grand  Tn.nk  Companies  with  other  companies;  and  it  was  provided  that  the 
Government,  in  consideration  of  the  guarantee,  should  nominate  onedialf  of  the 
Directors,  with  the  view  of  protecting  the  public  interests.     The  extent  of  the 
liability  of  the  Government  was,  I  need  scarcely  observe,  strictly  defined  and 
clearly   understood.     After  the    close  of   the  Session  the    new  companies  were 
organized,  and  contracts  were  entered  into  with  the  English  contractors.     About 
the  same  time  a  Canadian   contracting   company  was  organized,   consisting    o 
Messrs.   C.  S.  Gzowski,  D.  L.  McPherson,  L.  H.  Holton  and  A.  T.  Gait,  under 
the  style  of  Gzowski  &>  Co.,  and  this  firm  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  company 
chartered  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Toronto  to  Guelph,  with  power  to  extend 
to   Sarnia.     The  Toronto  and  Guelph  Company  was  represented  in  England  by 
Mr.  Alexander  Gillespie,  an  eminent  Canadian  merchant  of  London.     Before  the 
close  of  the  Session  of  1S52  the  necessity  of  a   bridge  oTer  the  St.  Lawrence  at 
Montreal    had  been   generally  admitted,  and,   as  it  seemed  hardly   possible   to 
provide  for  its  construction,  either  by  a  separate  company  or  by  any  single  railway 
company,    it  was  proposed  to  the    Government  to   sanction   the  amalgamation 
scheme,  and  as  no  additional  guarantee  was  demanded,  a  ready  assent  was  given. 
When  the  Grand  Trunk  Company  was  organized  nine  Government  Directors  were 
appointed,  four  of  whom  were  Cabinet  Ministers,  four  independent  gentlemen  of 


I 


442  UEMINISCENCES    IN    THE    LIFE    OF 

consideinble  iiinuence,  and  the  ninth  was  tlie  Hon.  Jolin  Ross,  the  Solicitor- 
(leneral,  who  was  ajipointed  Frt'sident  through  the  influence  of  the  Knjjlish 
contractors,  who  lickl  the  control  of  the  stock.  Tiie  rcjiresentatives  of  tlie  several 
companies  soon  iifter  proceeded  to  England  whe'e  the  scheme  of  amalgamation 
was  discussed,  and  finally  adopted.  It  in  no  way  altered  the  position  of  the 
Province  of  Canada.  'I'lie  amount  of  guarantee  had  been  strictly  limited  and 
there  seemed  to  be  no  just  ground  for  interfering  with  the  action  of  the  really 
res])onsil)le  ]iarties.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  during  the  discussions  on  the 
subject  of  amalgamation  in  Canada,  it  was  not  suggested  that  the  Toronto  and 
tiiifiph  line  should  be  inciudeil.  It  was  after  the  commencement  of  the  negocia- 
tions  in  London  that,  in  consequence  of  the  hostility  of  the  Great  Western 
Coinjiany  to  the  scheme,  it  was  deemed  exjiedient  to  amalgamate  with  the 
Toronto  and  (luelph  Company,  and  to  extend  their  line  to  Sarnia.  The  Creat 
Western  Company  had  previously  obtained  the  control  of  the  line  lietween  Hamil- 
ton and  Toronto.  The  CJrand  Trunk  prospectus  was  issued  in  London  after  the 
representatives  of  five  dilTerent  con:;  anies,  three  of  which  were  not  under  Clovern- 
ment  controul,  had  agreed  on  a  scheme  of  amalgamation  which  included  the  con- 
struction of  the  Victoria  Mridge.  The  CJovernment  of  Canada  was  not  consulted 
about  tlie  details  of  the  amalgamation  scheme,  and  Mr.  Ross,  the  Solicitor-General, 
acted  as  President  of  tlie  CJrand  Trunk  Company,  and  in  concert  with  those  who 
had  assumed  the  lesponsibiiity  of  procuring  tlie  subscriptions  to  the  stock.  It 
api^ears  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  [now  Sir  Alexander]  Gait  l>efore  the  Committee 
of  1S57,  that  he.  himself,  Messrs.  I'eto  cr^  Co.,  Messrs  Glyn  &^  IJaring,  Mr.  A. 
M.  Ross,  the  Chief  Engineer,  the  Hon.  John  Ross,  Hon.  Cieorge  I'emberton, 
Captain  Rhodes,  ami  Mr.  Forsyth  were  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  the  pros]iectus. 
In  reply  to  a  i(ueslion,  Mr.  Gait  stated  that  Messrs.  Peto  iSr"  Co.  "  Were  the 
parlies  wiioin  ev<  ry  une  regarded  as  responsible  for  the  carry!  ig  out  of  the  enter- 
prise." There  could  have  been  no  misconception  as  to  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
menl  of  Canada  witli  regard  to  the  scheme.  It  was  clearly  understood  by  all  the 
parties  concerned  tliat  the  contracts  included  the  charj^e  for  interest  and  for  all 
expenses  of  engineering  and  management  during  the  period  of  construction,  and 
that  the  payments  we'e  to  be  m:i<le  to  the  contractors  not  in  cash,  l)Ut  in  various 
descriptions  of  securities  whicii  they  were  bound  to  take,  but  which  they  offered  to 
the  ]iublic.  Among  these  were  the  Canadian  Government  bonds  for  ;^3,ooo  a 
mile  over  tlie  recogni/.ed  CJrand  Trunk  roa<l.  Having  comjileted  my  narrative  of 
the  transactions  which  took  place,  I  shall  proceed  to  advert  to  Mr.  Potter's  allega- 
tions in  his  petition  to  the  (Quebec  Legislature  and  in  his  letter  to  the  Hon.  Alex- 
ander Mackenzie. 

1  ef  ring  to  the  pros])ectus.  Mr.  Potter  declares  that  it  was  issued  under  the  aus- 
pices of  gentlemen  holding  the  highest  offices  in  the  Government,  and  describes 
"  the  Chief  Ministers  of  the  Crown,"  as  "  the  Canadian  promoters  of  the  line." 
Can  it  for  one  moment  be  believed  that  the  original  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  were  mi-led  as  to  the  interest  which  the  Canadian 
Government  took  in  tlie  enterprise?  If  so,  most  assuredly  they  were  not  misled 
by  the  prospectus.  That  document  announced  that  "  the  Government  anil  legis- 
lature had  incoriiorated  se%'eral  companies  for  the  construction  of  the  main  trunk 
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line  of  railway  tliioiiphoiit  the  Province,"  and  that  "  Acts  have  also  been  passed 
authorizing  llie  anial{;aniation  of  those  coni])anies  so  as  to  form  one  company,  under 
the  name  of  the  tirand  Trunk  Company  of  Canada,"  audit  distinctly  exjilained 
how  the  rc(iuired  capital  was  to  be  raised,  and  the  extent  of  the  (Jovernment  aiil  in 
the  form  of  Iwnds  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest.  The  very  fact  that  the  London  di- 
rectors were  gentlemen  of  the  highest  standing  is  conclusive  against  Mr.  Potter's 
allegation  that  the  chief  ministers  of  the  Crown  in  Canada  were  "  the  promoters  of 
the  line."  Had  they  been  so,  an  announcement  to  the  effect  would  certainly  have 
been  made  in  the  pros]ieclus,  I  have  already  explained  that  the  amalgamation 
scheme  was  never  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Canadian  Government, 
nor  was  the  i)ros]iectus  ever  seen  by  a  member  of  that  Government  until  after  the 
Company  had  been  fully  organized.  Mr.  Potter  styles  the  lease  of  the  Atlantic  and 
St.  Lawrence  Railway  "the  most  onerous  of  the  bargains  made  by  the  Com])any 
in  tlie  leased  lines,"  and  he  asserts  that  it  was  made  "by  the  Canadian  promoters 
of  the  line,  who  were  the  chief  ministers  of  the  Crown."  On  behalf  of  the  Minis- 
ters of  the  Crown  of  that  jieriod  I  emphatically  deny  that  we  ever  suggested  such 
a  lease,  or  ever  heard  of  its  being  contemplated  until  the  arrangement  was  made  in 
London  by  the  responsible  promoters  of  the  Company.  I  as  strongly  deny  Mr. 
Potter's  alk'gati<m  tliat  "  the  disastrous  mistake"  of  building  the  line  on  "  an  ex- 
ceptional gauge  "  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown.  That  gauge  was 
originally  established  by  the  Atlantic  and  St.  Lawrence  Com]iany  chartered  by  the 
Legislature  of  Maine,  and  no  doubt  with  the  view  of  diverting  Canadian  traffic  from 
Boston  and  New  York  to  Portland.  It  was  adojited  by  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Atlantic  at  a  time  when  the  Government  had  no  right  to  interfere,  but  it  would 
have  been  easy  for  the  Grand  Trunk  Company  to  havechanged  the  gauge  at  a  com- 
paratively trifling  expense.  Why,  it  may  be  asked,  was  this  not  done?  It  is  with- 
in my  own  knowledge  that  all  the  resjionsible  English  promoters,  including  the  en- 
gineers, decided  in  favor  of  the  broad  gauge,  and  by  doing  so  led  the  Government 
to  com|)('l  the  Great  Western  and  the  Northern  to  adopt  that  gauge  as  a  condition 
of  obtaining  the  guarantee.  Those  Companies  may  have  some  right  to  comjilain, 
but  assuredly  the  Grand  Trunk  has  none.  I  may  remark  here  that  not  only  the 
Chief  Engineer  who  directed  the  whole  expenditure,  but  all  the  officers,  were 
appointed  by  the  English  Board,  which  has  always  had  the  entire  management  of 
the  company's  affairs.  As  to  the  terms  of  the  prospectus  with  reference  to  compe- 
tition and  profits,  I  have  to  observe  that,  as  alre.idy  shown,  no  statement  in  that 
document  was  submitted  to  or  sanctioned  by  any  member  of  the  Governnuiit.  I 
shall,  however,  offer  some  remarks  on  both  points.  It  was  alleged  in  the  pros- 
pectus that  "the  completeness  of  the  system  engrossing  the  traffic  of  Canada  and 
the  State  of  Maine  precluded  injurious  competition,"  and  this  assertion  in  a  pros 
pectus  is  deemed  by  Mr.  Potter  sufiicient  ground  for  appealing  to  a  Canadian  le- 
gislature to  refuse  any  kind  of  assistance,  even  a  charter,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  to 
any  line  of  railroad  that  may  compete  for  any  portion  of  the  Grand  Trunk  traffic. 
The  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  has  suffered,  no  doubt,  from  competition,  but  most 
assuredly  the  competition  with  which  it  lias  had  to  contend,  was  never  contem- 
plated by  the  (iovernment  which  Mr.  Potter  asserts  was  the  promoter  of  the  eiuer- 
prise,  and  which  certainly  endeavored  to  render  it  assistance.  The  chief  competition 
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has  been  in  the  territory  west  of  Toronto,  and  for  a  traffic  between  theDttroit  and 
Niagara  rivers.  I  unhesitatingly  assert  that  no  member  of  the  Canadian  Government 
in  1852  ever  contemplated  rendering  aid  of  any  kind  to  such  a  traffic.  There  i.as 
likewise  been  a  competition  between  the  Detroit  River  and  Portland  via  theClrand 
Trunk,  and  similar  objective  points  and  other  ports  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  situ- 
ated some  200  miles  nearer.  I  do  not  desire,  nor  have  I  space  to  enter  into  the 
question  of  through  traffic,  but  I  desire  simply  to  declare  that  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  was  not  promoted  so  far  as  the  guarantee  may  be  deemed  a  promotion, 
with  any  view  to  such  through  traffic  as  I  have  indicated.  I  am  not  aware  that  up 
to  this  time  there  has  been  any  competition  in  the  State  of  Maine  within  the  legiti- 
mate territory  of  the  Grand  Trunk,  nor  has  there  been  any  in  Canada.  In  sliort,  I 
see  no  ground  for  imputing  to  the  framers  of  the  prospectus  any  error  of  judgment, 
although  I  am  persuaded  that  they  never  could  have  meant  to  convey  such  an  idea 
as  that  a  territory  lying  on  the  opposite  sides  of  such  rivers  as  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  Ottawa  was  to  be  precluded  from  having  railroad  accommodation,  lest  it 
should  lead  to  partial  competition  with  one  or  more  sections  of  the  Grand  Trunk. 

^Vith  regard  to  profits,  while  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  the  Grand  Trunk  pros- 
pectus held  out  expectations  of  a  very  brilliant  character,  I  must  likewise  maintain 
th.it  it  enabled  investors  to  judge  for  themselves  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
e^'iimate.  The  working  expenses  were  estimated  at  40  per  cent.,  and  1  have 
a  vivid  recollection,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  twenty-three  years,  of  the  inipres- 
sif)n  made  on  the  minds  of  those  who  first  read  the  prospectus  in  Canada.  For 
my  own  part,  1  had  no  ]iractical  experience  of  railway  management,  but  I  felt 
convinced  that  in  a  country  like  Canada,  where  the  expenses  of  keeping  the  track 
open  in  winter  would  necessarily  be  large,  the  estimate  for  working  expenses  was 
much  too  low.  I  was  given  to  understand  at  the  time  that  the  English  railway 
contractors  ascribed  the  high  working  expenses  on  the  American  roads  to  the  infe- 
riority of  their  construction,  and  felt  assured  that  they  could  be  kept  down  to  the 
estimate  given  in  the  prospectus.  Had  the  working  expenses  been  put  at  Co  in- 
stead of  40  jier  cent.,  the  estimated  profit  would  have  been  a  little  over  5  instead 
of  11,'^  per  cent.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  actual  working  expenses  are  consi- 
derably above  70  per  cent.  The  rates  of  frtight  I  need  scarcely  observe  are  very 
much  less  now  than  at  the  time  when  the  prospectus  was  issued,  and  of  course  the 
percentage  of  working  expenses  is  much  higher.  I  trust  that  I  have  made  it  clear 
that  English  railway  contractors,  enjoying,  and  I  believe  deservedly  enjoying,  the 
confidence  of  English  capitalists,  spontaneously  sought  the  jirivilege  of  construct- 
ing our  railroads  ;  that  they,  and  they  alone,  are  responsible  for  "  the  disastrous 
mistake  "  of  the  gauge,  that  they  and  not  the  Government  sought  amalgamation 
with  a  company  established  to  com])ete  with  the  Great  Western,  then  part  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  line,  as  laid  out  by  the  Government,  and  that  by  adopting  that  poli- 
cy they  were  the  first  to  countenance  competing  lines.  I  ought  to  state  in  conclu- 
sion that  I  am  persuatled  that  all  the  parties  to  the  original  amalgamation  scheme 
acted  in  perfect  good  faith,  which  was  clearly  manifested  by  the  amount  of  stock 
taken  and  held  by  them.  The  English  contractors,  as  is  well  known,  had  such 
confidence  in  the  enterprise  that  they  voluntarily  relieved  the  Canadian  contractors 
ofan  amount  of  stock  which  the  latter  would  otherwise  have  had  to  assume.     I 
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will  offer  one  more  suggestion  with  reference  to  competition.  It  is  wholly  impos- 
sible to  protect  monopolies  on  this  continent,  and  even  if  Canada  were  to  favour 
such  a  policy,  the  competition  of  the  United  States  lines,  to  which  Mr.  Totter 
never  alludes,  would  injure  the  C.rand  Trunk  more  than  any  likely  to  be  construct- 
ed in  Canada.  In  point  of  fact  the  Canada  Southern,  a  line  which  has  been  most 
strongly  opposed  both  by  the  Grand  Trunk  and  the  Great  Western,  will,  in  my  opi- 
nion, when  its  connexions  shall  have  been  completed,  draw  more  traffic  from  its 
Southern  than  from  its  Northern  competitors.  I  have  to  apologize  for  the  length 
of  this  communication,  but  I  trust  that  the  subject  will  be  deemed  of  sufficient 
imi^ortance  to  justify  the  intrusion. 

I  am,  &'c,, 

F.  HINCKS. 

Montreal,  Pec.  23,  1875. 


A  CORRECTION. 

In  Mr.  Thomas  White's  recent  speech  on  the  Pacific  Railway  question  he  fell 
into  what  I  consider  serious  errors  of  fact  regarding  transactions  which  took  place 
over  thirty  years  ago,  and  which  I  consider  it  my  duty  again  to  explain,  although, 
in  Pecember,    1875,  ^^^^^^  ^^'^''  pidilished  in  the  Montreal  Gazette  a  letter  of  mine 
correcting   similar  errors  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Potter,  then  president  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway   Company.     I   am  bound  to  admit    that,  in  my  judgment,  Mr. 
White  weakened  his  own  case  by  arguing  that  the  Government  of  Canada  had  been 
so  far  committed  to  the  promoters  of  the  Grand   Trunk  railroad  as  to    have  been 
bound  in  honour  to  come  to  the  relief  of  the  shareholders  of  that  company,  whereas, 
according  to  my  contention,  the  Government  and  Parliament  were  even  less  bound 
to  aid  the  Grand  Trunk,  than  they  are  now  to  aid  the  Canadian  Pacific  Company. 
I  shall  cite  the  passages  in  Mr.  White's  speech  to  which  I  take  exception  :  •"  The 
Government  issued  through  "  Lord  Elgin,  and  I  presume  the  Government  were  to 
"  some  extent  responsible  for  the  utterances  of  Lord  Elgin,  even  in  the  despatches 
"  he  sent  to  the  Home  Government,  a  paper  setting  forth   the   great  prospects 
*' of  this  country."     Now  I  positively  deny  that  any  colonial  ministry  can  be  held 
responsible  for  despatches  addressed  by  the  Governor  General  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stace,  and    which  they  never  see.     I  have  not   forgotten  that  when    the  Earl  of 
Elgin  transmitted  the  address  of  the  Canadian  Assembly,  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Imperial  Clergy  Reserve  Act,  the  late  Hon.  George  Brown  held  the  Ministers 
responsible  for  an  expression  in  a  despatch  which  not  one  of  them  had  ever  seen 
until  after  publication.     Lord  Elgin,  while   recommending   compliance    with  the 
wish  of  the   Legislature,  expressed  his    personal  regret  that  the  question  should 
have  been  re-opened.     This,  in   my  judgment,  only  gave  increased  weight  to  his 
advice,  but,  at  all  events,  the  responsible  Government  resolutions  of  1841  admit 
that  the  Governor-General  is  responsible  to  the  Imperial  authorities  alone.     In  the 
case  under  consideration  Lord  Elgin  simply  wrote  a  despatch  to  accompany  the 
blue  book,  which  all  the  Governors  of  the  various  British  Colonies  were  instructed 
to  do  annually,  when  they  transmitted  that  volume  of  statistics.     The  despatch  was, 
in  accordance  with  custom,  published  in  an  Imperial  blue  book,  which  is  annually 
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laid  before  Parliament,  and,  of  course,  became  public  property.  The  promoters  of 
the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad,  wishing,  doubtless,  to  give  those  whom  they  sought  to 
induce  to  take  stock,  some  idea  of  the  resources  of  Canada,  published  tiiis  despatch 
with  their  prospectus,  but  neither  Lord  Elgin  nor  his  Government  were  ever  con- 
sulted on  the  subject. 

Mr.  White  proceeds  : — "  A  prospectus  was  issued  bearing,  if  not  the  direct, 
"  certainly  the  indirect,  endorsement  of  the  Government  of  this  country,  promis- 
"  ing  to  those  people  in  England  who  should  put  their  money  into  the  Grand 
"Trunk  railway  a  dividend  of  ii  per  cent,  at  least."  To  the  foregoing  statement 
I  give  an  unqualified  denial.  Not  a  single  member  of  the  Canadian  Government 
was  in  England  when  the  prospectus  \\as  issued,  or  was  consulted  on  the  subject. 
Parliament  had  authorized  the  amalgamation  of  a  number  of  roads,  six  in  number, 
and  the  various  parties  interested,  after  consultation,  determined  on  the  scheme, 
Parliament  having  simply  pledged  a  guarantee  of  _^3, coo  sterling,  or  $15,000  a 
mile  for  a  portion  of  the  road.  In  my  former  letter,  in  1875,  ^  stated  :  "  It  appears 
"by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  (now  Sir  Alexander)  Gait,  before  the  Committee  of 
"  1857,  that  he  himself,  Messrs.  Peto  &=  Co.,  Messrs.  Glyn  tSr»  Haring,  Mr.  A.M. 
"  Ross,  the  chiefEngineer,  the  Hon.  John  Ross,  Hon.  George  Pemberton,  Captain 
"Rhodes  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  were  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  the  prospectus."  In 
reply  to  a  question,  Mr.  Gait  stated  that  "  Messrs.  Peto  &"  Co.  were  the  parties 
"  whom  every  one  rejiarded  as  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  enterprise." 
Mr.  White  has  simply  reiterated  Mr.  Potter's  allegation  that  "  the  prospectus  was 
issued  under  the  auspices  of  gentlemen  holding  the  highest  offices  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  chief  Ministers  of  the  Crown  were  the  Canadian  promoters  of 
the  line."  Now  I  affirm  that  the  propost-tion  to  construct  the  line  came  from  Eng- 
lish promoters,  that  the  Provincial  aid  had  been  determined  on  in  the  year  1849, 
when  I  carried  an  Act  to  extend  aid  to  the  extent  of  one-half  the  cost  to  all  railroads 
of  a  prescribed  length,  such  loan  to  be  a  first  mortgage  on  the  road.  All  this  was 
well-known  ;  but  as  it  was  believed  that  the  Grand  Trunk  might  cost  more  than 
;^6,ooo  a  mile,  the  railroad  committee  of  1852  insisted  on  limiting  it  to  ;^3,ooo, 
and  Mr.  Jackson,  on  behalf  of  the  promoters,  agreed  to  this. 

I  have  only  to  state,  in  conclusion,  that  the  Grand  Tnink  Company  had  no 
claim  whatever  in  justice  to  the  postponement  of  the  lien  on  their  line.  It  was 
agreed  to,  because  it  was  desirable  in  the  interest  of  the  Canadian  people  that  the 
roadshouUl  be  completed.  In  the  case  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  there  is  a  pledge  to 
British  Columbia  to  construct  the  work,  whereas  there  was  no  pledge  whatever  in 
the  case  of  the  Grand  Trunk,  which  was  strictly  a  private  enterprise.  It  will  not, 
I  trust,  be  imagined  that  I  write  this  in  hostility  to  the  Grand  Trunk,  nor  shall  I 
offer  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  its  special  complaints  as  to  unfair  competition  at 
the  present  time.  My  objec'  has  l>een  to  correct  a  misapprehension  as  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  Lord  Elgin's  despatch  was  written,  and  published,  and 
also  to  protest  against  any  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian  Government 
for  the  prospectus.  As  to  the  promise  of  li  percent,  it  should  have  occurred  to 
railway  experts  that  the  deduction  of  only  40  per  cent  for  working  expenses  was 
manifestly  absurd  in  a  country  like  Canada.  I  have  always  understood  that  the 
estimate  was  made  by  the  engineer  of  the  English  contractors. 

F.  HINCKS. 
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In  my  letter  to  the  Montreal  Gazette  I  have  stated  the  result  of  the 
negotiations  which  took  i)lace  between  the  contractors  and  myself,  ni 
London,  in  1852.  The  following  are  copies  of  the  correspondence 
which  took  place  : 


Morley's  Hotkl,  London, 
May  20,  1852, 

Sir,— Having  reference  to  our  severnl  personal  communications  I  now  beg  to 
submit  in  writing  the  arrangements  under  wliich  it  appears  to  me  that  the  tlrand 
Trunk  line  of  raihoad  between  Montreal  and  Hamilton  can  be  constructed. 
Firstly,  I  understand  that  certain  parties,  including  Mr.  Feto,  M.?.,  Mr,  Brassey, 
Mr.  Betts,  and  yourself,  are  prepared  to  construct  the  above-mentioned  railway, 
estimating  their  profits  in  doing  so  on  the  same  scale  as  they  have  estimated  them 
in  their  contracts  for  various  lines  of  railway  in  England  and  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  Secondly,  if  the  terms  of  such  contract  be  agreed  to,  I  propose  that  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the  line  should  lie  raised  in  the  following 
manner,  viz.,  one-tenth  of  the  amount  shall  be  taken  by  the  contractors  in  stock 
of  the  Company,  and  credit  given  for  the  same  in  the  account  for  construction  ; 
one-tenth  shall  be  taken  in  stock  by  private  individuals  in  Canada  or  by  municipal 
corporations  or  by  the  Government  of  Canada.  In  case  such  stocks  sho.  Id  be 
subscribed  for  by  Government  or  by  Corporations  their  bonds  at  twenty  years 
date,  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest,  to  be  taken  at  par  by  the  said  contractors.  Three- 
tenths  of  the  amount  shall  be  provided  by  the  issue  of  the  bonds  of  the  Company, 
bearing  6  per  cent,  interest,  and  payable  twenty  years  after  dale,  which  bonds  the 
said  contractors  will  take  in  payment  at  par.  The  remaining  one-half  of  the 
amount  to  be  raised  by  the  issue  of  the  bonds  of  the  Company  or  Companies 
guaranteed  by  the  Province  of  Canada,  and  bearing  6  per  cent,  under  the  terms  of 
the  Canadian  Railway  Guarantee  Act.  Thirdly,  the  said  contractors  shall  send 
out  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  Canada  competent  engineers,  to  examine  the 
surveys  of  the  line  already  made,  to  complete  them  if  deficient,  and  to  prepare 
the  necessary  working  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  construction  of  the  whole 
line.  On  the  completion  of  the  estimates,  they,  together  with  the  plans,  shall  be 
submitted  with  a  tender  for  the  construction  of  the  works  to  two  engineers,  one  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Railway  Commissioners  of  Canada  and  one  by  the  contractors  ; 
and  in  case  either  or  both  of  such  engineers  should  decide  that  such  tender  is  too 
high,  and  that  the  said  contractors  shall  be  unwilling  to  reduce  the  same  to  an 
amount  deemed  reasonable  by  such  engineer  or  engineers,  then  the  said  plans  shall 
become  tiie  property  of  the  Company,  who  shall  pay  on  delivery  of  the  same  such 
expenses,  including  the  cost  of  travelling,  as  the  said  engineers  shall  deem  reason- 
able. Fourthly,  in  the  event  of  the  contract  being  agreed  upon  the  Railway 
Commissioners  shall  be  authorized  to  employ,  at  the  cost  of  the  Company,  such 
superintending  engineers  as  they  may  thmk  necessary,  with  a  view  to  the  interests 
of  the  Government  and  Company,  and  the  preliminary  charges  already  incurred  on 
behalf  of  the  Company  shall  be  charged  as  part  of  the  cost  of  the  road.     Fifthly, 
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it  is  understood  that  the  cost  of  land  sliall  be  paid  out  of  the  portion  of  the  stock 
of  the  Company  subscribed  for  by  individuals,  or  municipnlities  or  the  Government 
of  Canada.  If  you  and  your  friends  are  (Usposetl  to  construct  the  Trunk  road  in 
Canada  on  the  terms  above-mentioned  lam  prepared,  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
of  Canada,  to  agree  to  the  engineers  being  sent  out  with  as  little  delay  as  p(.s- 
sible. 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  HINCKS, 

Inspector  General  of  Canals, 


London,  20th  May,  1852. 

Sir,— On  behalf  of  Messrs.  Peto,  Brassey,  Betts  and  myself,  and  any  other  parties 
who  may  be  associated  with  us,  I  agree  to  your  proposals  for  the  construction  of  a 
railway  from  Montreal  to  Hamilton  contained  in  your  letter  to  me  of  this  day's 
date,  subject  to  the  following  modifications:  Firstly,  that  direct  bonds  (5-ioth) 
of  the  capital  shall  be  given  in  lieu  of  the  Company's  bonds  guaranteed  by  tlie 
Government.  The  option  of  taking  one  or  the  other  to  rest  with  us.  Secondlv, 
that  the  bonds  of  the  Company  shall  bear  7  per  cent,  interest,  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  compete  in  the  money  market  with  similar  bonds  issued  by  railway  corporations 
in  the  United  States  and  which  are  now  offering  in  tlie  market.  We  shall  Ije  pre- 
pared to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  company  any  surplus  which  these  7  per  cent, 
bonds  may  produce  beyond  par.  I  will  write  by  to-morrow's  mail  to  Mr.  Ross 
and  give  him  the  requisite  instructions  to  proceed  forthwith  with  the  survey. 

Yours  truly, 

WM.  JACKSON. 
Hon.  F.  Hincks, 

Morley's  hotel. 


London  20th  May,  1852. 

Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  jhe  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day  agreeing  on 
behalf  of  Messrs.  Peto,  Brassey,  Betts  and  yourself  to  construct  the  Montreal  and 
Hamilton  Railway  in  Canada  on  the  terms  suggested  in  my  letter  of  this  day's  date, 
with  certain  modifications.  I  am  certain  that  no  objection  will  be  made  to  the 
issue  of  direct  bonds  of  the  Government  provided  such  bonds  are  negotiated  by 
Messrs.  Baring  Brothers  dr»  Co.,  and  Messrs,  Glyn  Mills  dr- Co..  the  agents  of 
the  Province,  to  whom  the  Canadian  Government  is  bound  not  to  allow  its  bonds 
to  be  issued  through  other  parties.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any  difficulty  will  be 
raised  to  the  second  proposal  with  reference  to  the  rate  of  interest,  it  being  under- 
stood that  if  the  6  per  cent  bonds  can  be  negotiated  at  par,  you  will  endeavour 
to  do  so.  With  reference  to  another  point  mentioned  in  conversation,  I  beg  to  say 
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tliat  if  no  companies  be  formed,  or  if  any  difficulty  should  occur  with  them,  the 
Government  of  Canada  will  be  responsible  for  the  cost  of  survey,  in  case,  under  the 
agreement,  it  has  to  be  reimbursed.  While  I  assume  the  responsibility  of  agreeing 
to  this,  you  of  course  understand  that  the  other  portions  of  the  scheme  must  be 
concurred  in  by  the  Government ;  but  my  utmost  support  shall  be  given  to  the 
plan,  as  now  arranged. 

Yours  truly, 


F.  HINCKS. 


Wm.  Jackson,  Esq.-M.P. 


London,  21st  May,  1882. 

Sir,— Your  reply  to  mine  of  last  evening  is  to  hand  and  satisfactory. 

(Signed,)  WILLIAM  JACKSON. 


Hon.  F.Hincks. 

London,  21st  May,  1852. 

Sir,— You  seem  to  think  the  seven  per  cent,  payable  on  the  bonds  to  be 
issued  by  the  Company  may  be  an  obstacle  to  your  progress,  do  not  let  it  be  made 
one.  If  the  Company  do  not  find  it  their  interest  to  make  the  bonds  bear  that  rate, 
their  interest  being  ours,  we  must  do  the  best  we  can. 

(Signed),  WILLIAM  JACKSON. 

Hon.  F.  Hincks, 
It  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  my  letter  No.  i  that  the  line  contem- 
plated was  one  between  Montreal  and  Hamilton.  The  St.  Lawrence 
&  Atlantic  was  at  the  time  in  the  course  of  construction  by  a  com- 
pany duly  chartered,  and  the  Quebec  &  Richmond  Co.  had  been 
already  organised.  The  Victoria  bridge  was  not  contemplated  at  the 
time.  The  Great  Western  Co.  acquired  the  line  between  Hamihon 
and  Toronto,  and  a  company  had  been  incorporated  to  construct  a 
line  between  Toronto  and  Guelph,  which  was  sul)sequently  amalga- 
mated with  the  other  lines  included  in  the  Grand  Trunk  system. 
What  I  have  desired  to  establish  is  that  the  amalgamation  of  all  the 
lines  which  was  effected  in  London  was  adopted  for  their  common 
interest  and  not  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Canadian  Government. 

In  the  foregoing  pages  I  have  necessar-'y  been  obliged  to 
record  my  controversies  with  two  disting  ^d  genllemen,  now 
deceased,  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Egerton  R^  .1  and  the  Hon. 
George  Brown.     It  is  a  comfort  to  me  to  reflect   that,  in  the   case 
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of  Dr.  Ryersoi,  I  had  no  difference  with  him  after  the  period  of  his 
appointment  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Ui)per  Canad.i,  hut 
that  it  was  in  my  power,  as  a  Minister,  to  render  him  assistance 
in  improving  the  educational  system  which  he  established,  and  for 
which  he  earned  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen.  I  may  add  that  I 
have  long  been  convinced  that  his  action  in  regard  to  the  Clergy 
Reserves  was  dictated  by  what  he  thought  would  secure  the  best 
possible  settlement  of  a  very  difficult  question.  Notwithstanding  the 
bitter  controversies  between  Mr.  Brown  and  myself,  between  the 
years  185 1  and  1854,  I  had  many  proofs  after  my  retirement  from 
public  life  that  he  was  as  anxious  as  I  was  that  the  past  should  be 
buried  in  oblivion.  I  always  admitted  his  great  ability,  and  I  deejjly 
lamented  his  removal  from  amongst  us.  i  am  happy  to  reflect  that 
I  can  state  conscientiously  that  there  is  not  an  individual  with 
whom  I  have  been  brought  into  contact  during  my  public  career 
towards  whom  I  entertain  other  than  the  most  friendly  feeling. 


